Kecon Hu?f;h
! From{Lave

‘The versatile 4/21st Recon pla—
toon, in-'a July 4th effort with mem-
bers of 52, routed 7 Viet Cong dur-
ing an encounter in an elaborate cave
complex five miles south of Duc Pho.
Subsequent investigation established
that the individuals captured were
members of a 19 man party organisod
for attack on Chi Trung, a fishing
village two miles south of LZ Debbie,

Reliable Vietnamese sources sup-
plied the information which led to an
carly = morning ocombat assault to the
Fro Hiep hamlet area north-cast of
Debbies "We departed at 0700 hours",
rcealled 1LT Brien DeMary (S2), Beaue
mont, Texas, "The sccond squad of
Recon, led by 1LT Jerry Webster,
(Rden, N.C.), established a blocking
foroe due north of our position. SGT
Kim, my interpreter, and I moved with
the first squad toward LT Webster's
location",

While pushing north to the block
ing foroc the men picked up a govern-
ment official:of PhoHicp who directed
-them  to a suspected enemy encampment
on the northe-cast slope of Hill 164
The guide 1lcd the small force

up a dried stream bed studded with -

claborate rock formations, "Here we
found mumerous caves which were ideal
for oonceclment”, oontinued DeMary,
"We ‘suspected one of them was oocu-
pled, so we ocalled in for CS to drive

=contirued on page 2
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Charlic's Cash Cache

- A small, highly cfficicnt cle=-
ment from battalion S2 is meeting with
oontinuing success in ites efforts to
neutralize small pockets of communist
influenoe in the hamlet areas near Duo
Pho. These "Jungle Warriors" are tak=-
ihg the gucerillas clooer to finanoial
ruin, too,

S2 makes efficient use of the
"mini-CA" +to drop in uninvited on the
Viet Cong. 1SG Cececil Zachary (Calis-
pell, Mt) has - been on 32 sucl: combat
assaults in the past four months. "We
usually hear from the village chiefs
when the unwanted wvisitors show up,
and we oan drop down on them at any
time", said Zachary.

=gontinued on page 2

Co minandey L eaves 4/2,‘.1

A very superior soldier has Vae -
cated the 4/21st commanders post fifty
days prematurely., LTC Robert L. Har-
per narrowly averted death while cone
fering with members of Bravoe Company
in their "Rice Bowl" day laager. A
well-aimed sniper round passed through
his helmet and lodged in his helmet
liner, leaving a five inch orease in
the back of his head, The steel pot
undoubtedly saved his life., "He was
oonstantly preaching the use of them",
commented CPT David Franson,

-oontinued on vpage 2
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COﬁMﬂnder‘_cantinuPd from page 1°

In his four month tenure with
the battalion, the ubiquitous ocom-
mander -consistently displayed the
highest degrce of combat leadership
and bravery. This energetic period
witnessed his participation in 170
flights, including 40 combat assault
missions during which he personally
directed troop movements.

His leadership produced suc-
cesses unprecedented in the battal-
ion, (See "Enemy Loss Status" page
4)s Colonel Harper's concevtion and
initiation of the daring "mini-CA"
has significantly added to the 1list
of the batitalion's more conspicuous
achievements, He is perhaps vroude
esat of his role as architect of the
"Rice Bowl Harvest", an undertaking
which deprived the VC/NVA of more
than 100,000 pounds of rice,

His profound understanding of
the problems of the men in the field
brought the respsct and gratitude of
all those undcr his command, Grate=-
ful +troops now receive well-earned
rests on LZ Debbie, thanks to the
Coloncl's prohibition of the burden-
same detail on the hill, Support
for "PFC Marvin C, Blivett" was his
primary concern, "Before he would
commit a force, he would make cer-
tain that everything was in their
favor,..that cvery advantage was
there", cxplained CPT George Pecjako-
vich,

"He Is unquestionably the fine
est commander I've ever met", added
CPT Franson. "He gives his undivided
attention to the needs of the com-
manders - in the field, He is the
commander?!s Commander",
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Cave

them out. Soon after it arrived, SGT
Ken Hurt (Lincoln, Neb) and SSG John
Helms (Denver, Colo) slipped through
the opening with the CS gronades, It
was tight for them, uncomfortably seo,
sinoc they expcoted to meet unfriend-
lies, They made a 'urried exit after
throwing the grenades, and three mine
utes later we could hear coughing and
hollering from inside, The inter=
preter instructed the men inside to
come out, and they would not be harm-
ed”,

The result: scven teary -eyed
Viet Cong happy, more or less, to be

in “he open air onoe again,

IC Robert 1., Harpor
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Headquartors & Headquarters Company

V2 Cliffton E. Abraham,.eeseslfJ0l

3T Rouald %, LA0amS.cesssssseeldul
SP4 Tret* E. TrooKSeeessssesss22Jul
849 J?:my Ca 'COMDtON. o0 sasinn’sa22ul
S5G Louis As frefesessesssssss2(Jul
CAT Jonn W, Hawbaker . sesenes s cOdul
£74 Michael C. MilleTsssssssesiOJul
¥iJ Michael A, MOOIrCessssseseslBIUl
SP4 Jennings Q- ParkerssssseoseBul
02T George (. Pejakovicheseess1TJul

SP4 Marvin A. PTESlEY.iIi“Iligsjul
Alpha Company

SP4 Wilfredo Caraballoeessesssciidul
SP4 Antonio Davilasessesssssse20Jul
55C Robert Je. Seligececsnansaslijul

EP4 Jolm SuttoNesesssesssasasacul
5724 Tincent S. Vastaseesessses20Jul

Travo Company

5P4 Virgil ArcheXssesesessccees2dJul
2 WJ,;L].J. m B\_.E.I‘d.....¢...;.-.25]-ul
SP:I RoY.CATTO01) s evensesneses 2000l
SaT SE-I'."'Ianllr............g...l Jul
8P4 Gha-rles Grlg{{ﬂna--ta-ria-- oJul
S5GT James Hamlltuniiitlibiiillgglrl
SP4 JOhn MiaTSseeesssssssseses3liul
SP4 Thillip SanderSeseeecsccsssiljul
SP4 Ronald SchramM...ssessssssldJul
PV2 Eddie SheltoNessssssssssssldjul
SP4 nrio Tﬂl'Ed-Q‘llitliillitttiiETJul
SFJ’-‘- George mPti--a---t--.nnlsJul
SP4 Willie WrightesssssvssnsselBJUl
$P4 James AdamSesssssssssssese20Jul

Charlie Company

SP4 Richard Avilaeesssessssses2odul
S5P4 Joseph L, Beiswinger..ss..19Jul
SP4 Jolin As BrasChessseosesvee20dul
3P4 Jack J. Palko8,ssssssssssescOdul
SGT Richard A, FOOBsesssssense2ul
SPII Zmuce R, Gi‘haﬂn--!anlniiiiga‘rul
SP4 Jack R, HallberZ.cesssssesl3Jul
SPq. Damny L. EansoNesseesessee24Jul

SP4 Norbert J. JensenN,eeeecesses20Jul
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3P4 Barry L. JONeSessssssnsnnssiul
SP4 Vincent A, McNamara.sesssse27Jul
S74 Douglas B. Ma1eku.¢...n....9°T’l
SFII. Rohert - bT' i rf-aanlolﬁviil.-‘l'\-

Equ- Gle n A, Thllerunnnlliilonil.,:Ju:I-
Sr-q. G&I}r E. Hﬂshﬁr-i.‘--liii'lll‘zlﬂul
SP4 Demis Iiil'ﬂ-n.-uuu-----u-23\r“l

Delta Company

SP4 Hendrik M, Mﬂfer--iainnliilf’Jul
S‘G‘T Monte H,. -Ealdwln- ssssssnnw -lT‘Tul
SP4 Ralph H, BaiomeNesesssessse206Jul
SGT Gerald W. Prockessessssssss2ful
SP4 Herman Drowny Jreessesessssliul
2P4 'E'tepha'n MeCoolesssnse asnssssliul
SGT Richard D. T'hl"ﬂlﬂ...-n---rl-lﬁll-ul
SP4 James E. 'E'Ioudwarﬂ.-----....l3.l'u1

Echo Comvany

SP-q- Malter L. ﬂhﬂ.ndler-."" e 415'3-1-]1
SGT Exrnest L. DaviSesesssesssse20Jul
SFC Ulyssess S, FrecmaN.essssse2inl
SP4 Theodore A. C-EOP@E.---.----E;.:-JHJ-
SGT Terry G. GieselmaN.ssessssscul
1S5G Amos C. Greenuu..--.-----2911"3-1
SP4 Flﬂ}ﬂi B, Fittenherreassee .« s 20Jul
CPT John W. Yﬂrbomugh_.....-unlﬂ'JUl
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LTC Robert L. Harper.,.Bn Commander
CPT David C, Fransonees..Sl Officer
FFC JDSEPh F. Alﬂm.----t--il:ﬂditﬂr

The GIMIET is published bi-monthly
under the supervision of the 51
4th Battalio 21st Infantry ATO
San Francisco 96217, as an auth
orized publication., Opinions ex=-
pressed herein do not necessarily
represent those of the Department

of the Army
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The excursions scometimes lead to
something other than weapons captured,
or FIAs, On a recent mission the 852
team landed near ' a fishing village
three miles south - east of Duc FPho.
Soon after the insertion the men mct
with the village chief and moved to a
hooteh Ikmown to be wused by the VC
After a few mimites. of digging' the
goldiers hit paydirt —GOLD-- 32,000
piasters worth, and 5,000 piasters in
cash, '

The village chief stated that the

mondy belonged to members of -2 local
VC -foree, and "1t was retained by him
for use in the betterment of th: villa-
agC.
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