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·The versatile 4/2lst Recon pla­
toon, in•a July 4th effort with mem­
bers of s2, routed 7 Viet Col18 dur­
ing an encounter in 3.."l. elaborate cave 
complex five miler. south of Duo Pho~ 
Subsequent investigation established 
that the individuals captured were 
IDGlllbers of a 19 IIIBll party organizr?c. 
-for· attack on Chi Tru.ng, a fishi:1$ 
vili&Be two miles south of LZ Debbie. 

Reliabl~ Vietnamese sources sup­
plied the info:cma-t.i.on which led to an 
0arly - morning combat assault to the 
.Pho Hiep halulet area north-cast of 
Debbie. "We departed at 0700 hours", 
recalled lLT Brien DeMa.ry (S2) 1 Beau­
mont, ·Texas. "The ~econd squad of 
Reoon, led by lLT Jerry Webster, 
(~den~ N.C.), established a blocking 
f~e due north of our position. SGT 
Kim, my interpreter, and I moved with 
tho first squad toward LT Webster's 
location". 

While .puehi:ng north to the block 
i.ng fo.roe the men pic.'ccd up a govern­
ment offici~,of. PhoHic.p who directed 
. them to a suepoct.ed enonry enoamJXncnt 
on the north-cast slope pf Hill 164 
The guide led the small force 
up a dried stream bed studded with . 
ol.abozv.te rock formaUon.a. "Here we 
fauna · numerous oavee which were ideal 
tor ooncee.l.mcnt", continued DeMary • 
"Wo · suspcoted one of -them was occu­
pied, so we onll.od in for CS to drive 
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A small, highly efficient cle-
ment · from botto.lion S2 is meetil18 with 
oontinuing s\1ccess in ito efforts to 
neut=lizo ~mall pockets of communist 
influence ir.. the homl.et areas near Duo 
Pho. · These 11J\\n;;le Wo.rrior.3 11 a.re 'tQk­
ii,g tho G"ilcrillao clooer to fi.Mhoial 
ruir.., too. 

S2 ma.lees efficient use of the 
"mini-cA" to drop in uninvited on the 
Viet Cong. lSG Cecil Zachary (Cal.is­
pell, Mt) has · been on 32 suol! combat 
aseauJ.ts in the past foux months. ''We 
usually hear f'rom the villag.:: chlefs. 
when. the unwanted visitors show up, 
and we oo.n drop ~own on thera ~t a.:cy 
time", said Zaohary. 

-oontinued on page 2 

Comtna.ndey· L_euve$_ 4/21 
A very superior soldier ha.s va-

cated the 4/2lst oor.una.nders post fifty 
· ~ prematurely. LTC Robert L. Har­
per narrowly averted death while oon­
terj,ng w:I. th members of Bravo Compa.,iy 
in their "Rice Bowl n day laager. A 
well-aimed Qniper round passed through 
his h&lmet and lodged in hie helmet 
liner, leavi:ng · a fh,e inoh crease in 
the back of hie head. The steel pot 
Ul'ldoubtedly saved hie lii'e. ,Se was 
oonatantly pJ:'6llo0h1ng the ua.~ o! them", 
oommented OPT David J'rana.OJl.ec 

~ontinued on page 2 
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Cemmand~r- - continued f r om p!l&e 1 · 

I_p h'.i.sr four month tenure with 
the battalion, the ubiquitous oom­
n."ander ·consistently displayed the 
highest de,;ree of combat leadership 
o..--id bi-avery. This energetio period 
witnessed his participation in 170 
flights , including 40 combat assault 
missions during which he personally 
direoted troop movements . 

His leadership produced suc-
oesses unpreoedented in the- battal­
ion. (See ''Enemy Loss Status" page 
4) . Colonel Harper ' s conception and 
initiation of the darinr, "mini-CA" 
has signifioantly added to the l ist 
of tho ba"!:talion1s more co!l~:picuous 
achievecents. He is perhaps proud­
est of his role as·architect of t~e 
"Rice Bowl Harvest", an undertaking 
which deprived the VC/NVA of more 
than 100, 000 pounds of rice. 

Hi s :profound understanding of 
the probl ems of the men in the field 
brought the rosp~ct and BTatitude of 
all those w1dcr his command. Grate­
.f'ul troops now receive well- earned 
rests on LZ Debbie , thanks to the 
Colonel ' s prohibition of the burden­
some detail on the hill. Support 
for "PFC Marvin C. Blivett" was his 
primary concern. · ''Before ho would 
oommit a force , he would make cer­
tain that everything was in their 
favor. ; . that every advantage was 
there" , explained CPI' George Pcjako­
vioh. 

"He i:s u..>1quostionably the f i 11-
est commander I ' ve ever met" , ad<j.ed 
CPI' Franson. ' 'He gives his undivided 
attention to the needs of the com­
manders. in the field. He is the 
commander ' s Commander". 

Cove - continued f1"0m ~ 1 

them out. Soon after it arrived, SGT 
Ken Hurt (Lincoln, Neb) and SSG John 
Helms (Denver, Colo) slipped through 
the opcnil16 with the CS grenades. It 
was tight for them, uncomfortably so, 
sinoe they expooted to meet unfriend­
lies . They made a : urriod exit after 
throwing the grene.des , and throe min­
utes later we could hear ooughing ::i.nd 
hollering · froni inside·. The inter­
preter instructed the men inside to 
come out, and they would not be harm­
ed"• 

The r esult : · seven teary - eyed 
Viet Cons happy, more or less , to be 
in ~e open air onoe again. 
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L'ro Robert L. Harper 



J\uy 15, 1970 The Gimlet page 3 

S hor-t f:S t :>I· the \1 ' 0" r . . , ,. n Kl 
July 13....;u1y31 

Headq\\8.J:'tor s & ~Ieadquaxters Company 

PV::1 Cliffton E. Abraham • •• • •• • J.:,)Jul 
c,:::-.T R:-;-'3.~1. I .. 1.tl.~mR •. , -. . ... . .. _. _ •• 15\Jul 
SP4 ~re ,;-:' E • .Br 1,ok~ •• •• . .••••• 22Jul 
S~4 Jf -.r:r,;y c. Compton •••••••••• 22Jul_ 
StiG Lcuis A.. 'i 1rey ••. • ••••••••• 2~/Jul 
C:.'T John _W. Hawbaker • • •• •••••• 20Jul 
E:'4 J<iiclµ.el C. Miller•••••• ••• 30Jul 
M.U .-!ichael °11; Moore • ••• •••••• 18Jul 
SP4 Jennin.gs Q. Parker ••••• ; .-. 28Jul 
C?T George ·t. 'Pejakovich •••••• 17Jul 
~P4 Ma.J::vin. A. PrP.sley ••••••••• 26Jul 

Al~a Co"lllpany 

SP4 Wilfredo Caraballo •••••••• 20Jul 
SP4 Antonio Davil a •• · •••••••••• 20Jul 
SSG Robert J. S~lig ••••••••••• 13Jul 
SP4 John Sutton• •• •• •••••••••• 20Jul 
SP4 Vincent S. Vasta •••••••••• 20Jul 

!':>:'l.VO Company 

SP4 Virgj_l Archer••••• • ••••••• 24Jul 
(:JT WU li::.m Beard •• ••••••••••• 25Jul 
SP4 R0y:·c~~oll.·~ ~ .•.........•. 20Jul 
SGT ScU!'JilY Ell'i ~ •• ••• .•••••••••• l 7Jt1.l 
SP4 Charles Griggs ............ 19Jul 

•• ' 1 • 

SGT James lfamilton ... · ......... 22J\~l 
SP4 J0hn, .rliars ••••• ~: ••• ; •• ~ •• ,:1,ju1 
SP4 I'hi.11'.i p Sa~ers .. ;: .. ; •. ♦-.. 31Jul 
SP4 Ro~ald Schtamn •• ••••• • ••. : • l9Jul 
PV2 Eddie She~ton ••••••••••••• 13Jul 
SP4 Erio Toledo., ... .......... 27Jul 
S~4 Geor,ge Troup• •••••••••••••l3Jul 
SP4 Willie Wrieht ••••••••••••• 18Jul 
~P4 Jomes Adams • •••••••••••••• 20Jul 

Charlie Company 

SP4 Ric~ard Avila •••••••• •• ••• 25Jul 
SP4 Joseph L. :BE) i swinger • • •••• l9Jul 
SP4 Jolm A. :Branch ••••••••..•• 26Jul 
SP4 Jack J . Fakos ••••..••...•• 20Jul 
SGT Richard A. Foos ........ ... 20J,;l 
SP4 Erucc R. Gibson ••••••••••• 23Jul 
SP4 Jack R. Hallberg •••••••••• 19Jul 
SP4 Da.r.ny L. Hanson••••••••••• 24Jul 
SP4 Norbert J. Jensen ••••••••• 26Jul 

SP4 Barry L. Jones ••••••••••••• 23Jul 
SP4 Vincent A. T1oNamara •••••••• 27Jul 

?'> T \l S?4 Douglas n. Mal ek • • • •• • • •• •• _ , \ _ 
,. t s lS,T,,. SP4 Rover • :9cnc 1; .c • • • $ • • • o "' • • ... ..... 

SP4 Gle n A. t.!iller • ••• •. • ••• • • ::5Jul 
SJ:'4 Gary E. Mosli.er . . ........... 26.:rul 
SP4 Dennis Ryan. ••••• • •••••••••23Jul 
Delta Company 

SP4 Hendrik M. Bakker •• ••••• ••• 13Jul 
SGT Monte II. Ealdwin ........... l 7Jul 
·sp4 Ral ph H. Batema.~ ••••••••••• 26Jul 
SGT Gerald W. Ercek •••••• •• .... 27Jul 
SP4 Herrua.n :B=own, Jr ••••••••••• l5Jul 
SP4 ·stephen i1cCool ............. J.~Jul 
SGT Richart D. Throra ••••••••••• l )Jul 
SP4 James E. Woodward .......... 13Jul 

Echo Company 
SP4 Walter L. Chandler ••••••••• 16Jul 
SGT Ernest L. Davis••••••••••••20Jul 
SFC Ulyssess s. Freeman •••••••• 2?Jul 
SP4 Theodore A. Geors-c••••••••• 2)Jul 
SGT Terry G. Gieselman ••••••••• 25Jul 
lSG Amos c. Green••••••••••••••29Jul 
SP4 Floyd E. P.ittenberrJ ••••••• 20Jul 
CPr .John W. YBJ:bo~O~ •••••••••l9Jul 

·-r- L. ,·' 
l' I JC I .L. ,, I 1•y, -rz, i. :1 . t I , '--~- v· 

, . 

LTC Robert L. Hari:>er ••• :B::1 Commander 
CPI' David C. Franson ••••• SL Officer 
PFC Joseph F • . Alward •••••••••• Editor 

The GIMLET is published bi- mon-i;hly 
under t he supervision of the Sl 
4th :Sattal io 21st Infant ry AFO 
San Francisco 96217 , as an auth 
orized publication. Opi nions ex­
pressed herein do not necessarily 
:i;epresent those of the Department 
of the 4rtJzy" 
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- continued from .page· 1 

The dxcursions sometimes lead to 
som.:?t hing other than weapons ·captured , 
or KIAs. On a recent mission· the S2 
t 0:i.:n la.--ided near · a fishing vilia.ge 
tl;iree miles south - east of Due Pho. 
Soon after the inµertibn the oe~ met 
with the viliage chief and ~,oved to o. 
hootch known to: be used by the VC 
After a few -minutes . of di!,ging• t he 
s'o'ldiers · ltj. t :paydirt -GOU>-- 32,000 . 
piasters -wort_h, w.d 5 ,000. piasters in 
·cash. 

The vill3ee c!licf stated that the 
money bel onged to members of a l ocal 
VC .force , and •it was- retained by him 
for use in the betterment of t h•~ vill­
age. 

• 

l8Ma1.,.:.6Jul 

KIA-•••••••••.•••••••••••••• , •••• 111 

Ambush ·KIA. •.· ••••• ••• ••• . ••• ••••• 27 

Pri sone:::s ·of W:i.r (vc/Nv.A) • •.; ••• 31 

Chieu JJoi (wA) •••• •.• ., • •.• •• •..•• . 1 

$CI4 {yiasters) ••• ••• •• • ••• 466 ,400 
. . ·, 

-I ndividual Wca~10ns CIA •••• , ••••• 58 

-Ilicc ( po\U1ds) ••••••••••••• 10~; 000 

Sr.l t (potinda) •• •..••.• ., •• ; •••••• 450 

~ . -,-----
·.· "su~PLY. PRoei.u.i•. 


