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‘ Stubborn Viet Cong recently ran
afoul of an equally obstinate unit
of the Recon Platoon in action near
the village of My Trang, situated
four miles south of FSB Debbie along

Highway 1. The afternoon confron -
tation left six guerillas dead,

Information gathered by S2 re-
vealed the location of a pair of
tunnels harboring armed VC/NVA,
reports were confirmed when  the
members of Recon, in a coordinated
effort with Battalion S2, made a
heli-borne assault into a rice paddy
neighboring My Trang.

Immediately after insertion the
men proceded 100 meters to the bank
of a. winding stream where -

=continued on paged
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The 4/21st " Gimlets *

give nxinte ta the nev Eate
talion’ Commander, ILTC Robert H,
Witter, who assumed command July 22
Colonel Witter replaces LTC Robert
L. Harper who is recuperating from
wounds received in the "Rice Bowl™

July 9.

The "Gimlets" extend WELCOME ,
and wiches of much success to him,
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Five thousand res
idents proepered in th
sea=side fishing ham-

let of Hai Mon., The
brick houses and =a
plentiful supply of

food marked the afflu-
ence of the wvillage
which was the source
of the best sca food
in Quang lgai Province

That was in 1965,

: "Then the VC
attacked," recalled Mr
Cd4, the Villazme Chicf,
He added that the peo-
ple migrated from the
gite of " their ances-
tral homes to the lar-
goer, more secure towns
of Duc Pho, Quang Ngai
and even Saigon.

Encouraging devel
opments in the area
are now drawing famil-
ies back +to Hai ion.
The hamlet , located
one mile ecast of F5B
Bronco, is ~the scene
of great activity,
Wooden house {rames
are going up daily and
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the villagers  overy=
where are scen busily
applying mud and straw
to the bamboo wall
supports.

Assisted by MACV
and elements of Char-
ley Company, 4th Bn,
21st Inf , some one
hundred familics  two
months ago began the
g8low proccas of Te-
building the war-torn
wvillage.

WThese neople are
goming to FHai Mon to
build theéir honcs,"
cxplained acting-Com=
mander 1LT Robert H.
Ericesen, Fortuna, Ca,
"They work by day and
then return to the
peséttlement villages
in the evening, Our
job here is 1o work
with RF 147 o main-
tain the sccurity.”

Contimed Ericc=

gen, " Through the
cfforts of Major Ward
of MACV and Major

=contimied on page 4




" SAFETY RULES

The heat is one of the hard facts of life
in Vietnam, and it ecan kill you if you aren't
careful, Heat exhaustion, heat stroke, heat
rash and sun burn -can be avoided if you are
careful, Heat stroke is the most dangerous of
these injuries and may be fatal,

The two most important ways to prevent
yourself from becoming a heat casualty are to
be sure that you drink enough water and take ex-
tra salt. Approximately six to eight quarts of
water per day per man should be available for
troops engaged in tactical operation,

The most serious heat injury, heat stroke,
is recognizable because the casualty will norm-
ally have red, dry, hot, non-sweating skin, may
be wunconscious or delirious, and in some cases,
mey have convulsions, Steps should be taken at
once to lowe® the victim's body temperature.

(USARY Information Office)

The Nice GUH G)rnp[E)c

(Reprinted with permission of "Infantry"
Magazine )-Clearly the biggest mistake that  our
Jjunior lecaders make in Vietnam is trying to be
a "nice guy". There is nothing wrong with this,
of course, EXCEPT IN COMBAT,

A nioc guy leader who does not insist onhls.

people doing the unpleasant chores, like digging
in after a hard day or setting up security even
when there appears to be no enemy around, will
find he is extremely popular until his unit gets
zapped and the men realize what poor leadership
is doing to them,

The best and most nuccnaﬁful leaders use &
no nonsense, professional approach to thoir

The "Gimlet"™ welcomes literary offerings
from the field - poems, short-short storiecs ’
cartoons...whatever you have,for publicationyThe
contributions may be mailed to The Gimlet, . 4th
Bn 21st Inf,

page 2

duties, These men realize that
they must accept responsibilty .

Based on this premise, they pro-

ceced to put into practice those

things which are in the best
interests of his unit -simple
things like security at all
times, proper distance between

men on the march and using all
available firepower against the

SN

GEnemg Loss Status

8 July=25 July

Killed in ActioNescesesseesase20
Killed in Ambushessesssssssssssl
Viet Cong/NVA detaincdeeeseseseB
Rice (pounds)esssecssssesessll20
Individual WeaponSeesssesesscesed
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Awards Granted

The Gimlet

LTC Robert A. Witter, Battalior Commander, presented the following awards to 36 ,
members of Alpha and Bravo Companies in separate oeremonies at FSB Bronco.

"By direction of the President...”

" ..for heroism 'in ground combat
against an armed hostile force in
the Republic of Vietnam,.."

Iliﬂle Bronze S":-E.r "ﬂ..th. first Qak
Leaf €luster is Presznterl to:

Herbert Stephens

sssthe Army Commendation Medal for
VYalor is presented to:

Douglas Ingram, Terry Bird, Harry
Cyphers, Marvin Tuley, Steve Mitch-
l;azr, Timothy Morgan, Melvin Jones,

b a

", eefor meritorious achievement con-
nected with military operations
against an armed - hostile force in
the Republic of Vietnam..."

sssthe Bronze Star is awarded to:

Marvin Baddick, Jaock Blakely, Thomas
Dowdy, Edward Iles, Martin Kristo,
Hﬁ'ﬁ' Skipper, Roger Covington, Phil
Crane, John Herek, Iynn Pigg, Larry
Robertson, Johnny. Shelton, William
Scanlon,

ssethe Army Commendation Medal is
avarded to:

Martin Baddick, Larry Hardin, James
Scumaci, Ronald Herd, David Bunch.

el

", esfor wounds received in connection
with military operations ageinst an
armed hostile forece in the Republic
of Vietname.."

«ssthe Purple Heart is awarded to:

Paul Cnvingtﬁn, Victor Hernandez,
William Hicks, Marvin Jackson, Ken-
neth Klanica, John Reilly, John
Richen, Marshall Russel, Roger Cov-
ington, Johnny Shelton, Charles Agert
Gary lendved, Steve ILum, Cristobal
Patron, Eric Robinson, William Scan=-
lon, James Haberle,
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Re coO h -continued from page 1
discovered a small "spider holeM"., "There
were indications that it had been entered
very rccently,™ recalled 1ILT Jerry Webster
(Winston-Salem, N,C.). " Our interpreter
made repcocated attempts to urge the occu-
pant to come out, but he received negative
response =0 tha decision was made to
destroy the tunnel. PFC Manuel Rodriquez
(Escalon, Ca) placed explosives within the
hole and detonated it."

The explosion conveniently onlarged
the opening through which SGT David M.
Graff (San Pedro, Ca) could now enter,
Added Wcbster, " He slipped all the way
inside and rcturned, dragging with him an
AK-47 and its owner,"

~ An after-action search of the tunnel
uncovered ' AK-47 ammunition, blasting cavs
and a pistol belt - with three pincapple
grenades and a ChiCom,:

But a contimuing search of the area
was to uncover yet more Viet Cong.

The men cautiously apmroached an
underground bunker located approximately
150 meters from the spider hole, S2 1SG
Zachary,SGT Graff and Sp/4 Ronald "Beaver"

Hﬂl : M 0 n-cun'l:imu& from page 1

Tudtg, the Duc Pho District Chief, the
fanilies have been convinced that this
area is once ogain secure, and that they
can return without fear to make their live

ing.

Mr, Hai , commander of BRF 147,
optimistically stated that the wvillage
would be evon better than the one they had
in 1965. New roads, tin roofs, and
culverts to alleviata drainage problems
will soon be a reality in the hamlet. "The
people are vory happy now,™ noted Hai,

The Gimlet
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Boisse (Woonsocket, R.I,) moved to the
entrance and came face to face with a
Viet Cong wielding a grenade. "I
knocked him all the woy bock inside
with several bursts of fire from my
M-16," said Zachary,

"Shortly after that = Rodriquez
pitched a frag in after him," recount-
ed BGT Graff, "The walls and ceiling
collapsed and a tunnel entrance within
the bunker was exposed."

"The interpreter again asked the
remaining funnel inhabitants to sur-
render," cxplained Lieutenant Webster,

"ut they refused to admit their
presence, We then placed Claymores
around , on top of and inside the
bunker,"

After they were blown, Graff

squirmed through an .opening .in the
rubble, "I slipped in up to my waist-
=Beaver held onto me by my belt--and T
gaw five dead VO M

In addition to the six KIAs, the
Recon team capturcd their second wca-
the

pon--an SKS rifle protruding from
earth above the tunnel,
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Shortest of the SHORTFL.

Mgust 1 - Augusti1

Headgquarters & Jleadquarters Company

SGT m Bmlegpintopolnqnnnnlﬁﬁug
1LT Larry T, HacKman...eesssseellAug
Sp{# David E. HeSBeeesssesnseselihng
SGT Ronald W, HEI‘Et.."-.......lﬁﬁﬂg
Squ. Edward MazUrsesssessssssss QAug

Sp!d- Im l":l]-e.tvlvl'l'-'-l--lquﬁhug
SPf# Reginald H. ThompSone..ss.248ug

Alvha Company

SGT Richard Mﬂersﬂna----;.----l&“&
Sp/4 Jack R, Blakelyeeeesessosol8iing
Sp/4 Kerneth J. Fischer.eeeessslThug
SG‘T ]:'B!'lilﬂ. QﬁlEbEdEm...........}lﬁug
Spfdl. Albert J. Robinson..esesss31Aug
Sp/4 Charles W. WerleY.eseeesaalTAug
Sp/4 Darrell B. WeSteeesasessssliug
Sp/4 Robert A, Whiston..seeeses3liug

Bravo d&mm

Spfa'l. David Bﬂitﬂriulotit-------]-?!tug
E'Ffff;- Lee R BowmAN.seeessssrseslliug
532G Fhillip Gmell!ll‘lii'uillgdﬁug
SGT Rcnald Eerdliin-niiqnnug--:.:EEHHL"JE

5P/4 Charles JohnSoNsessssss -avrzﬁlliug'

5]3/4 Eerry Hillerllilliftiiill:tg-ﬁug
S:J\fqv Norman HiGhU].a---..---r--:ﬂdhAg
Sp}'d- JEMmaS Smi!llrl----¢:-i-jmug
Spf# Texrrance Welchesssnearse »o12Aug
Spfd- H&r‘.‘l:.‘;" Wiggillﬂ..u..-..-.“.l&'mg

Charlie Crumpany

S‘pf.il» Luther Curry, Jlesscenssns g
Spfdn Gary W, HEE}----q--a--aa--'gﬂug
1T Stanle;.r E. Graffiﬂ-n---a-ciilﬂug
51!,4 Gordon L. I-I-U?E‘Iinkionii e -2(1&“5'
Spfd. Paul S, :'!nranirliiiill!llilsﬁiug
sp{# Marvin Van GIIIEH---""---I'.'_JIL“E

Delta Eomm

SP/4 Stephen P. mﬂuks‘llltiilllmulg
SGT Carol J. Brﬂuﬂﬂa-ﬂu"n-."ﬂﬂg
SP{"" Thomas W, Dannum..-..----3ﬂ-ﬂus
5])/4 Gary D, mukt-.innliniionsuuﬂ

The Gimlet

-origed publication,

-

il

1

j

Eﬂld Miotmcl F, ‘Erwin.“.':..u_-ﬂ.&ug
51:!4 LH:-'I'JF Ge EStﬂranos-rltnoiiimM
SP/4 James W, anlllll!lllllﬁuua
Sp/4 Michael J. Fobbeesessssses3ling
51114 JEI'I'}" F, Ha.ginﬂ....u-..uﬁm‘ua
1LT Shirley E. Hallassssssessees30Aug
SGT David F. HMk-||------n-¢1-Mu-E
SGT John E. Hﬂﬂﬂth......tinaifzmug
Spfd» EtEPhE'ﬂ Haﬂﬂn."""u"uﬂ“&
S‘pfd- ]}'EVE? Ca Gu?eriiililiiiltlﬂug
Spﬂl- Max G. Pa)MEsesssssesssneslbliug
Sp/4 Albert Shremyceesesessssssl6iug
5Ff4 TthE-B vail"il!lillIlI...lzﬁus
Spﬂl- Thomas C, ?ugtilii'l!!l'l"smug
Epfd, Cornelius Williﬂull'.!ﬂ---in--'z?ﬁug
SPfd Yuzo Ya‘ﬂlﬁﬁ.liiilillilllllauug

Eoho Compary

Sp/4 Ronald L. BoiSSC.esseseesslTAUZ
S5G Robert L. Davidsoneesssssss2liug
Sp/4 Vincent E. KeerbS,esesss«sl6iug
SGT Gerald Je KIE‘II]EI‘.-..----.-n}DAuE
Sp/4 James E. MOrgaNeeessssssssl2hug
Sp/4 Phillip P, NOOETiNOsessesse2hug
Sp/4 Guadalupe R. RamoS.esssssslT0Ug
SGT Norman G+ Roberts, ||-||i;_ii1mug
Sp/4 Bernard R, SivillSeesssessslAug
SGT James P '].‘aylb..“'.‘l.......u.--mug

the gimlet

LTC Robert A, Witter,...Bn Commander
CPT David C. Franson..sss«51 O0fficer

PFC Joseph F, Alward..eeceesessBditor

The GIMIET is published bi-monthly
under the mipervision of the S1
4th Battalion, 21st Infantry, AFO
San Franocisco 96217, as. an auth-
Opinions ex=
preseed herein do not necessarily
represent those of the Department
of the Army.
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