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: - "Battle of the Trianale

Besponding to a series of intelligence reports 6f heavy NVA infiltration into the
area surrounding Quang Ngai City, the 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry reestablished and
rebullt Fire Support Base Buff, located 9 miles north-west of Quang Neni City. 6n
the morning of 20 Jamary 1969, GIMIET Companies Alvha and Bravo conducted a combat
assault into four lahding zones around the triangular shaped hamlet of Cheun Ngnd(2).
The ensulng. battle will be remembered as the most signifiocant pre=Tet actions in the
I Carps and the demise of an ontire NVA battalion. Contact with cnemy wegzd the
ondire day. By nightfall, companies Bravo and Charlic of the 3rd Battalion, lst In-
Dantxy WoTO Flacod undorx tlo
opeontionnl ocnteal of the GHILNE
and the ~ wvillage was oompletoly
cordoned.

On +the 21st of Jamary, D
Troop, 18t Cawalry and H Troop,
17th Cawalry entered the fight—
again under the operationnl con-
trol of the GIMIETS, The Battle
of the Triangle was fast becoming
a conversational piece in tlo
Anmerieal Division,

‘After 4 days of hexvy coa-
tact, contimous battlefield il-
lumination at night; 2,000 rcunds
of artillery and 648,000 pounds of
aerinl bambs, the hamlet of Chou
Ngei wos cgnin quiets. Gaptured
docuncnts and POWs confirned thoe
oncry as the 9th Battalion, 22nd
VA Regiment. The %ight ocordon
bad prevented the WA's cseapo and
the " Battle of the Trinngle" had
dostroyed the mreponderance of tho
9th Battalion.

Far it'%s’ wnlorons action the
4th Battalion, 21st Infontry wes
reoommended “for a Precidential
Unit Citation,
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M 0/ ) / j / JEZ Private First Class Johnson distinguish-
; : 4 himself 1 27
. A1Ed/C b‘ NS Idver Jar Nay 19£fmﬂwm:ya:rmgﬂmgﬁm:: s aedio with

Company A, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry. On that date, an element of the company
came under heavy enemy fire and sustained cisualtics. Upon arriving in the area of
contact, FPrivate Johnson, ignoring the intense enciy fire directed at him, shioldcd
the wounded men with his own body, FHearing that a fellow medic hod been wounded,
Johnson rushed across 200 meters of open terrain to his injured comrade and carried
him to safety. Despite the hostile barrage immacting all around him, he again moved
out into the open as he carried another wounded comrade to safety. Fis timely and
courageous actions were instrumental in saving the lives of several of his courades,
Private First Class Johnson's personal heroism, professional competence, and devo-
tion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service, and
reflect great predit upon himself, the Americal Divigion, and the United States Army
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creditably as a scoub with the GIMLETS
and has been awarded the Bronze Star for
‘service.

"He's led us to several enemy rice
caches, forestalled encmy cmbushes and
detected nunorous booby traps since he's
been with us," remarked SGT Keith H.
Harwell, 2nd platoon leader from lem-
phis, Tennesses, "He's also accounted
for one NVA KIA in that time,"

In late August, Binh returned with
Alpha Company to the familiar surround-
ings of his home for +the first tine
since becoming a Hoi Chanh., In response
to intelligence reports of heavy enemy
troop movenents, the 4th Battalion, 21st
Infantry established 12 inn in the flat-
lands near Binh's houme, 25 milcs south-
wost of Clm Iai,

The monotony of four contact-free
days was ollevioted on the afternoon of
the 27th when Alphn Company unexpoctedly
came upon an eneny cache——one and a half
tons of polished rice.

"Binh kmew that area like the back
of his hand," reczlled Sergeant Harwell.
"I think hs had become & little bored

‘day laager.

Just sitting around helping secure the
Hle was excited about boing
8o near his home, and he couldn't keep
still. Shortly before dark, Binh walked
outside the perimeter and celled back
for some of us to follow him,"

Merbers of the 2nd platoon, led by
SGT Kenneth Bosc fron Terre Maule, Indi-
ana, followed their KCS to an abandoned
hootch arca where Binh begnn using the
"thump" method on the ground, listening
for the hollow sound which would signal
the presence of samething buried,

"He scomed to know there was rice
there, covcn before we arrived at the lo-
cation," oxplained Bose. M"After Bink
uncovered the first barrel, buried under
10 inches of dirh, we intensificd our
search and found eleven rore,"

"Eight of the borrels i1nd boen re-
cently enptied," added lirwell. "Binh
found signs indieating that a platoon of
NVA soldiers had been recently drawing
their rations from this cache, The four
remxining barrels, however, were full of
polished rice~about 2500 pounds total.
We were unable to evacuate the rice so
we destroyed all but a small portion
which Binh kept to eat that evening,®
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The day's action oame to an
end for Delta Company as alert
pointmen uncovered three more
booby traps in the same vieinity
as the first. Each of them was
constructed with 15 pounds of
plastic explosive packed inside a
metal cylinder. The booby traps
were placed within holes with
trip wires over the tops.

A Bravo Company air assault
from LZ Alice into an area 17
miles north-west of FSB Bronco
resulted in one NVA KIA. Sharks
from the 174th Aviation Assault
Company spotted and engaged the
enamy while orbiting the LZ. A
sweep of the area turned up one
more wounded NVA. It was later
determined that the NVA were mem-
bers of the 2/44th Transport Bat-
talion attached to the 2/40th NVA
Regiment.

August 22.....Another day,
another discovery for Delta Com-
pany near LZ Alice...one more
booby trap, found by members of
the fourth platoon...similiar in
construction to the ones found on
the 19th.

Three NVA soldiers forfeited
assorted food and wedical sup-
plies, a ruck and several AK-47
and pistol rounds after engaging
members of Delta Company posit-
ioned in their dey laager near LZ
Alice, Intensive retun fire
scared the enemy away, one of
whom dropped his ruck.

A small patrol around Delta
Company'!s day laager interrupted
three NVA soldiers' dinner. The
enemy soldiers were armed and

rucks., All three were
scattered into the bushes as the
patrol opened up with small arms
fire. The action netted one NVA
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ruck, 70 pounds of corn and 300 pounds of un-

polished rice.

August 23...Delta Company closed out =a
week's action with the discovery of yet another

booby trap. This one was agoin a plastic ex-
plosive charge rigged with a trip wire. Fow-
ever, underneath was a mortar round set to ex-

plode aimultaneously. In the same vicinity, the
2nd platoon found 250 pounds of unpolished rice,
buried under 10 inches of dirt.

hugust 26,...Neither side sustained casual-
ties during a Fravo Company engagement with two
Viet Cong south of My Trang village, two miles
south of FSB Bronco. BHravo reccived about one
magazine of small arms fire., Retaliatory fire
silenced the enemy activity.

August 27,...While on & search and clear op-
eration south of Lam Binh village, the 4th plo-
toon of Alpha Compony uncovered a 55-gallon drum
with a false bottom serving as a tunnel entraonce
Inside, the tunnel expanded into a 4x4x3 room,
Alpha's Kit Carson Scout determined that six
Viet Cong had very recently evacuatod the tunnel









