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Elements of Charlie Company, searche
ing and clearing the north-sast slope of
Tripali, a double~canopied mountain tlree
miles east of FSB Bronoo, uncovered one
of the largest and possidbly the mest
varied of recent caches found in southern
Quang Ngal Province.

Company C was inveatigating an elab-
orate cave and tunnel ocomplex on Ttipold
vhen PFC Thomas F, Riggs (Ft. Smith, Ark)
discovered one tunnel with a recently-
disarmed boohy trap at the entrance. A
subsequent investigation led the man
along a tunnel which glhowed its vay for
40 meters through heavy, rock-studded
formations to a spacious chamber capable
of easily acoomodating a company-size
complement of soldiers,

"The whole ocomplex was fresh-air fed
by venting and escape-hatch systems oon=
above by the vegetation,” recalled
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The efforts of a 4th Battalion,
215t Infantry "Gimlot" hawvo led to o
modest revival of the "Poormu$ Buttor
Conspiracy” in southern Quang Ngal Pro-
To Bp4 Biwaxd B, Fralick (Helem,
Montara), medic with Oompany A, the
epirited strains emamting nightly from
& bunker high atop LZ Debbie are the
:n:ﬁning reminder of better days goneo
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' "™ had a‘'going thing then," ro-
flootod Fralick, former bass guitaris:
for the aold-rock Peamut  Butter
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11T HerBert C. Boutwell, Charlie Campany
platoon leader from Pensacola, Florida,
Tt was apparent that the room had beon
used a8 a faotory for the oonstmuction
of gremades, We unoovered 4,000 rolls
of grecn trip wire and monofiliment fish
ing 1lino and enocugh explosives and
blasting caps to put togethar several of
those "soda-oan"™ grenmadese. Thay oven
had a eandbag full of sloapnel which is

used to laoce the explosive, making it
more lethal,."

In addition, the men ‘uncovored a
wide vwariety '‘of articles, 4inocluding
assorted food, clothing and oooldng
utensils, "We also found a large amoun
of mbdieal supplics and propaganda leaf.
lets," added ‘Licutenant Boutwell., I
think, though, that most of tho mon
ware happiest with their find of an
enbroidered ploture of Ho Chi Minh,"

'"Conspiracy's ™The ‘'Conspireoy! was
Playing oconcorts with led Zeppelin and
Stoppenwolf and had just cut its firet
album, Then thare camo a letter from my
draft board,"

"ccasionally there's time to con=
duot one-man concerts for the guys on my
banker," axplained Speeinlist Fralick
who, with the members of his company,
rotates onto the firebase ewvery two
weeks, '

Fraliok, a professional msioian
since 1967, finds that his talont wdll
8#lll draw an oocasional admirer, ™ost
of the guys ooming to see mo just want
to show me thedr athelete's foot," law
manted the medio,
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Grateful wvillagers living within
the "Gimlets" area of operation hawve
watchod thoir feod vaults grow to record
size as a result of determined scarches
by elements of the 4th Battalion, 21st
Infantry. The smiles on their faces
glve testimony to their appreciation of
tho wunexpected dividends which cone at
the oxpense of the cnemy,

During the latter pert of April and
the month of May the 4th Battalion re-
coverod more than TO tons of stolon rice
from the chomy. Contimying scarches are
std11l yielding thousinds of pounds of
the cneny-stored rice, most of which is
rodistributed to tho loeal wvillaogers.

One of the more successful of re-
oont sweep operations was conducted by
Compary B in the lowlands north of LZ
Debbie, The fourwday search and clear
operation notted five different oaches
within a four-grid-square area, for a

total of nearly 10,000 pounds of riun.

1LT Jnh.n P. Iappimi (Quutwidge,

Mass, ), the commanding officer of Rravo
Company, explained, "The small honlots
suspected of being VC-influonood would
be cordoned by one platoon while another
would conduet an intensive scoroh in,
around and undor the various hootches .
Moot ofton wo would discover half-buried
55=gallon drums full of riec oconcenled
in the hedgerows nearby, More oonspic-
uous containers were found with an 18-
incgh layer of potatoes on top. But
underneath it was all rice."

All of tho rice gnthercd during the
four day mission wes ewvaouated to FSB
Bronco for subsequent redistribution to
tho villages nearby. If the "Girlets"
have their way, the enemy, coning dowm
from the nountains for the rice he hid
in Moy, i1s golng to contime to wmlk
away cmpity-handed,
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Il'C Robert A, Witter,.Bn Cormmander
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The GIMIET is published bimwcckly
undor +the supervision of the S1,
4th Battalion, 21st Infantry, APO
Ban PFrancisco 96217, as an autho-
rized publication. Opinions ex-
pressed herein do not nacessarily
represent those of the Departnent
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In the nountains 22 niles northewest of Duc FPho, the "Gimlets"  established
FSB Any in the opening phase'of "Operation Vernon Ieke" in January, 1969, Targeted
against the 3rd NVA Division, the 4th Battalion, 21st Infhnixy effectively oporated
in the area long recognized as an eneny sanctuary. The geferal lack of allied
operations, combined with the mutural protcction of the ferrain, afforded the enewy
minérous areas for training and the storage of supplies. ‘Using saturation patroll-
ing, anbushes, and rapid combat assanlis by helicopter, "Gimlet" soldiers denied
tho cnemy the oprortunity to con-
golidate his forces and naterials
—at the “same - $ime denying hinm
the use of his own grounds.

The 4th Battalion, 21st Ine
fantry contributed significantly
to the enony losses ard captured
mmerous weapons and tmnitions
caches; 101 tons of rice, 1% tons
of salt, 400 pounds of extrencly
valuable docuncnts, owver 4,000
yoards of cloth, T7 bicycles and
tons of miscellancous cquipnent.
"Ginlet" infantrymen thrusting
deep into the heaxrt of the
encoy's rear area discovered and
dostroycd 40 cnony basce canps,
logistical centers, training
camps, hospitoals and prisonex of
Wer camnps,

The 4th Battalion, 21st In-
fontry had aceomplished the fol=-
lowing objectives: First, tho
eney's alroady nossive logisti-
cal oproblens hnd been compounded
by +the destruction of cupplies
and the-dismption of his bases,
Scoond , the enay had to con~
stantly nore throughout the op-
crational area which severely re-
stricted kis.ability to consoli-
date or mnass for widespreal at-
tacks along the coastal plains,
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- g 3 (Dopartuent of the Ay )=Iver notice how
; S 7 { /h N evorything secens to oaie to a halt between
/ L /oI noon and 1400 hours? Ewuryvhere you look,

the Viotnanose are taking a two hour siestn. Ever stop to wonder why? Thoro is a
war going on and theose people are napping. There is so much to do. Lot's got. on
with it right now. Ever wonder why theoy don't?

Understonding the behavior of peonle who havn been brought up in a culiuro un-
fhaniliar to you involves attenpting to fipure out the things which have coused some
aspeot of that behavior,

Thoe Vietnamwese have an entirely diffeorent idea of the neaning of time. Thay
rerely have the sane scnse of urgency as Anericnns, For thenm, fine goes in a cirele
rather than a stmight line. If a thing is not dono now, it can always be done
lntoreesesor in the noxt lifo or in any of severcl lives which will present many of
thoe sane problens and opportunities, Patience is a highly regarded virtue, while
undue haste and anxiety -are felt to be unreasornble and unworthy of adults.

The climate of Vietnan and the diet of Victnamese are differcnt fron wint we
Amoricans are used to, This results in a lower degree of physionl stonim on the
paxrt of the Vietnamese., They are more aware of the $0ll a wory hot climnte can ke
than'we are. If wo hnd grown up
here, we night better appreointe
the saying "iad dogs and English
non go out in the noon-day sun."
Even the wetcer buffalo cool it
during siesta tino,

An inadequate diet of oon-
tninated water and food 2lao
contribute neasurably tg tho re
duoed physical stanim of the
Vietnanese, He oonnot afford to
buy rich mtritional foods, so
he ecats foods which are low in
rotein, Mis only  souroc of
water nmay be a well or stre-mn
vwhich is contaninated with boo—
teria and womm oggs which chuse
intestinnl parasites and dinre
rhoa, Many Vietnanese live nost
of their 1lives with a case of
thﬂ "GIE".

So rcnerber, "flaldng out"
for a few hours in the afternoon

SeNnsor DEVICES AND A LASER is not a sigm of 1lazinoss. I%
is the Victnenose wy

BEAM FITTED TO AN M-16 RIFLE MAY Ligut Yt mumber of Sotignrer s

WELL BE THE FUTURE 'BATTLE DRESS" tho han$, the food and tho water

OF THE U.S. ARMY SOLDIER. ane Try to understond why things

which appear strange to you hap-
Penss.don't grive about than,
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10Scptenber. ««The sccond platoon of Con-
pany C, while on o scarch and oleox op=
eration north of Hni Mon, uncovered two
booby=trappred nortor rounds. One of the
rounds was buried and the other was con- : = ==
scaled in the hedgerow 20 nectors awy. Z =t=—2t"3
Both had trip wire devices,. =

Moanwhile, +the third platoon was =
soarching o smll tunnel and cave coan=- = ; DEFENSE
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Plox found on Hill TO. An 8' tunnel led - DISTINGUISHED

to split=level living quorters cancble
of acconodating six individuals cach . SERVICE
The conplox was destroyoed. \ MEDAL

Elsewhore, the . first platoon of
Brovo * Conpany, operating south of Con-
pery Cy near Quy Thien hanlet, were also e B
investigating 2  tunnel leading to a Co 8 P
lorge rToon. Fron the roon another tun- s e MRS
nol wound its woy for 30 meters to a CEE in\SiA7
slecping area. The tunnels had not becn s ért*. 1 1 \
used for scvernl weeks, : &“ N

The following day, 1500 pounds of WINPT 2%
unpolished rice was uncovercd by the Re= VELTr
con Platoon opernting ezst of LZ Debbie, azig it
near Quy Thien hanlet. ; ANPE

12 Scptenbersssswhile eclearing the
road leading to Hoi Mon, Company C dis-
covered ‘a2 pressure-aotivoted elcotrical
firing device. The dpvice was o stick ono inch long and two inches wiau. ‘Lno cx~
plosive is believed to have been several pounds of petinin, The nine was blown in
Place.

15 September....Three individuals dressed in grecn ond enrrying packs roturncd
fire after being engaged by clencnts of Delta Conpany apern-h.ng near the E'*u.t‘
rin of the Ricc Bowl, The threc VO evaded suocossfully, :

Loter -l:hn.-l: uftcxrmon,
the first and thin® platoons,
opctoting in the saxe vicin~
ity, found two noturnl eoves,
15 fcot wide and 10 fect deep
Inside two suitonses contnine
ing gréen uniforns were found
Noarby, a well- canouflaged
nortar round booby trap next
to a trail was’discovered.

Company C, while scarohe
ing noturcl coave formations
on Tripoli, found’'150 pounds
of polished rioce; mucrous
jocking wutensils, sovoral

=oontimied on page T
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vasos filled with salt,

two bayonots,
two NVA ponchos and a red homermnde banb.

The fuse to the bonb had already been ro-

ﬂm&r

Soptonber 16.s.Alpha Company, while
patrolling in the lowlands +two niles
south of Apache Rock, found a hand-frag

booby trap.
attached 0o a bush on one

One end of the trip wire was
sido of a

troils the other end was tied to a Ho Chi

Minh strap,
rany C found a sinilarly eome truotad

Iater in tho afternocon, Con=-
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=031iimied fron page 6
nined artillery round.

Doltn Compary found a 250-pound
bonb while scarching and clerring an
arca near Mul Sang, 5 niles south of LZ
Debbie. The bonb was cut in half and
its insides had becn renoved, At tho
sanc location thoy found a snall ase
o, The canp consisted of rook forw
rction bunkors, a fow sleeping posi-
tions and a hootch hidden widthin tho
rook formntions,
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