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A thirsty NVA soldier gave Gimlet infantrymen forewarning of a well=planned
enemy ambush recently and paid for the mistake with his life,

A winding stream bed nine miles south~west of Duoc Pho led Delta Company along
& triple-~canopied mountainside suspected of harboring a platoon-size clement of an

VA sapper battalion,

"We Soon’came upon a recently-used olearing which mmust have'becn a sapper
Training site," recalled Sergeant Thomas lMansbridge (Ft. Lauderdale), squad leader

fexr the lead platoon.
Tertially constructed bunkers,."

"We discovered several mock ChiCom grenades and about ten

Fresh footprints on trails leading from the comp prompied a cautions cxanmine
ation of the surrounding arca, Ser vant HMarsbridge walked vpoint for the third
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A small unit of Company A on a
night reconnnissance patrol 3 niles
south of Duc Pho Xxilled three Viet
Cong recently ond confiscoted several
hand grenades and onc AK-47 rifle,

"We had intelligence roports sup-
gesting the presence of a small brnd
of V0 operating ncar the Lenlets south
of LZ Debbic," cxplaincd patrol’ lesder
Sergeant Michzel Goblet (Aurors, I1l,)
"Six of us left Bridge 104 after doxk
and marched into the flooded rice ped-
dics, hoping to catch a fow of them
off guard."

The soldicrs had moved 2000
meters in a driving rain under heavy
cloud cover when contact wes mede,
'"We walked inté the middle of about
twenty of then,".odded Specinlist Gary
T. Welcher (Sylacaugn, Ala,). "Luckily
nothing happened at first, The visa
bility was very poor and thoy acted as
if they thought we wore fricndlies,"

=gantinucd on page 2

Platoon and 1led the company 150 noters
down another strean where moveicnt was
heard to their front,

"The ocolumn halted and a covple of
us moved forward to investigote," ex-
Plained Mansbridge, 'Thirty mnecters
dovnstreem we mot an VA soldier filling
his canteen. He quickly stood up, drop-
Ped his cantecn and stored at us in wone
der’ for those fow scconds before I shot
him"ll :

An angry response to the »iflc
cghot was immediately fortheoning as a
deafening roar of ‘intense ecneny auto-
motic weapons fire, ecchoing along the
banks of the strcam, signalled the pre-
mature initiation of an ambush,

"They were ccrtainly ready for us,"
contimed Mansbridee, "but theyr didn't
cxpecect us to come so soon. There were
at least 50 of thome-maybe as mich as
onc hundred--well emplaced on both sides
of the draw woiting for us o cnter
their 1411 zone., When we didn't--—thanks
to their carcless OP--they cut loose
with all they had and withdrew,"
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Minh is a fomasr North Vietnamese soldi:z» whose feelings about the war are
givdlar to those of many expoiriated Americans living in a forelgn couniry, ami
his dreams are the dreaus of the universal soldiczxt He wants to go home. .

In 1957, at the asze of 18, linh was d=afted to fight in a war he did .nd%
undexstand. His story is not unique. He is oaly one of 156,000 returnses from
the coummmnist ranls wio has {orsworn the '"Peoples' Var of Liboration" and rallied
Yo the side of the Governaznt of Vietnan, :

But Minh is' frow Zznoi, lowth Vietnam, and he, like his Amerioan countexrpeoxt
in Canada or Sweden, may never vz ahble to return home.

In July, 1969, Minh rejected the ideology of the Iao Dong (Communist) Pa=by
and ocomuitted himself +to a possible lifetime of sejaration from his family &
honeland by wvolunteexring for service as a Kit Carson Scout with the AMERIGAL
Division's 11th Infantry Srisade. :

"Saie in Hanoi will say I am a trvaitor,” began Minh, "I have not betrayed
the Viezinamese—I aa wvorking for their betterment., The Saigon govermment has
orouised that ther want to iuvrove my couniry, snd I believe them, That is vay I
have abandoned the ways of the North."

°I did not want to come south," continued Minh, "Theyr sent me anyway. I
asled permission to ooptinue at the school and they refused. 'No', they said, I
was to be a 'Chien si' (soldier). There was nothing I could do. I would lose
foce if I ran awey."

Following his induction, 1llinh was sent to an army training camp near Bce
Can, 100 miles north of Hanoi. "I stayed there five months, Ther said I would
be sent to fight in the south. When I returned I would be a hero,”

Hinh spent 100 days moving down the Jo Chi Minh Trail with  the 30th Bot-
talion of the 3rd NW Division %o establish bases of operation in the junsles
west of Quang Ngai. One warm afternocon, while llinh wus searching for wnter, ho
was detained by a patrolling element of the 1s% Battalion, 20th Infantry.

"L gave up the fizht for the revelution,® continued Minh, "I m=ve oy Chisun
Eoi paper (safe conduct. pass) to the people =t the Chien Foi Center in Seigzon,
flél::}f t]:lza.tad me fairly and told me I was not a prisoner; I was a rallisy, a roi

.nh,

Following - the customary short period of indoctrination in Saigon, Minh asked
to become a Kit Carson Scout. After a four wiek course at the Kit Corson Scout
Sohool in Ch Lai he becaue a fully accredited Scout and wms subequentlr asgimed
to Company A, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry.
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"Wortunately, they weren't too well organized," continued Sergeant Goblet.
MThe crouched VC closest to us stood up and began aoving our wey and we 1ot
hiu cona,hoping his friends would follow., When it finally dawned on hin what was
happening, it vas too late. He raised his wcapon and pulled the trigger just be-
fore we ldlled hin with bursts from cur M-iSs,"

In the ensuing firefight the outmmbered vatrol, quickly manuevering
Ocver of darkness, killed two more VC and scattered the others. 4 first light
eweep of the area uncovered heavy blood trails, several ChiCom hand grenades an
one AK-4T rifle with a round jammed in the chanber,
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: *‘”(Cr J"u‘t _ gle eat, waiting for the patrol %o come
W JEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY q0n  the treil. Although my face was

maaive, my heartbeat quinl».ened as it alwvays 4¥d when contect with the eneny .was
olose, My finger tightened on the trigger of my weapon as the lead nan cane into
-view, ' As soon as the majority of the patrol w3 in the )illing zone, the sergea.n‘b
“would detonate the claymore nines signalling the rest of us to shoot.
. : __ Suddenly, thé claymores exploded, men fell, we all began firing., Then, as
-plannad we pulled 'bﬂ.cL, melting into jungle to plan another raid, attack or ambush
~on fhié Américans,

I had been doing this for almost two :,Fe“.:r.‘s when the planes dropped the Chieu
Hol safe conduct passes. I did not believe lot I had read., I was tired and scarai
of the continual fighting and wanted it over, I had feared that the Americons would
toriure me and make me tell where ny comrades were and then i1l me.

Then one day'as I was helping to collect »ice from the villagers, an Americ-.
patrol surprised ts,. I dropped my rice and ran to a cave nearby where I hid, Threc
of ny ocomrades tried t2 shoot it out with the soldiers and were wounded. From whers
I hid trembling, I watched the
Americans give first aid to wy
fallen comrades, They wera not
beaten up. I was surprised.
This is not vhat the politiczl
officer had told us, They wexe
given water and ecigareites by
the Lmerieans,

I had kept the Safe Conduct
Pass, - I realized that this wus
a chance I mnight never nvs
againg S0 I ran out waving the
‘pass -in the air, yellin; “Clien
foi, Chieu Hoi,"

The soldiers wheeled around
and- pointed +their weapons ¢~
rectly. at mne. I foaved for z¢-
life. -I stopped. They thea
approached slowly and tool: iy
weapon- and grenades fron ne,

The soldiers did not $ic aa
or Dblindfold ne. Evervoody
was so cquiet as they led e and
Oy comrades down the tmil et

‘I imagined the vory worst things

1 knew now that the only reason
they didn't kill me or my wound
ed ocomrades in. the villaze o
~beat them was to impresa the
villagers and win then over.
They would kill us all az soon
as we were out of sight of the
villagers.

But when we got to their
coriind post, I was turned ovexn

=oontimied on vage F

I sat poised, tense as a great Juh~
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to an intarrogator who asked ne cruest-
ions about my unit. I answered all the
questions as best I conld. A few hours
later, I was talen to aznother interro-
gator whera I thought I would be heaten
and tortured. But everyvone treiied ne
nicely. The questioning was long and
thorough.

I was _then scnt to the Chieu Ho"
centers I found sever:l of my old
frionds there who looked wery well-fed
and content, I was still asvrehensive,
afrald I had done the wronz thing,
Then, at onc of the lectures, I saw onc
of our officers who had disapypeared
about & year before. He had been deco-
rated for heroism by the NVA unit with
which we served. Ile was teaching!

I soon settled into the way of
life in tho” center. I listenod how the
Saigon govermment wanted to improve ay
oountry and wipe out the injustices of
the old days. I learned that I vas not
a >»risoner Wmt o rallisr, one who had
returned vo the goverment,

One day

I was asked if I would

like +to accompany another rallier on a
inte oy

mission old area, The old
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foors of war roturned, ut I said yes, I
pointed to two cawves vhilel: had been wea-
pons oaxohes, We found +Hwe mortexrs and
several rounds of arwmnition. I was then
oconplinented and reworied and was over-

;jay‘ad.-

I went on several more operations,
each time gaining more oconfidence thati
the soldiers I accompanied would protect
me, Soon, I was given ny own weavon, I
was a full-fledged Kit Carson Scout. I
pointed out Viet Cong in villares and
identified Viet Cong bodies after fire.
fights.

In my first month I was responsible
for the detention of 20 Viet Conp, But
then T realized that ny mission should le
to convinoe ny old comrades to give thau-
selves up, that the way preached by the
Political officers was wrong.

This is what I do now, You can helu
me, The allies have pronised that if o
Viet Cong will disvlay a Chieu iHoi safe

“oconduct pPass and bring his-weanon wita

him, we will reward him, train hia and
treat hin with respect, Treat him firml: -
but not brutally.

You mmst be coreful, though. Some
friendly forces have beezn shot when the-
dropped their ecaution in going out %o
meet ralliors. BSome ralliers, too, havs
Yeen shot trying to rally.

I know that it is hoard to be ro~
strained in Dbringing: in a rallie» riss
after one of your buddies has beea ciod,
But, nore of your frionds may be killed
or wounded as they try to track down theo
same Viet Cong hal he not rallied to the
govermrient,

For myself, I think I will be kille:
But maybe I can nake my country a place
vwhere oy family can live without fear.
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