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A thixsty NVA soldier gave G:iruet inf~trymen forewarnine of a well- planned 

eoam;y 8J!lbush recent~, a.ad paid for the raistake with his life . 

A winding stream bed nine Diles soutb.-west of Duo Pho led Delta Company a.lone 
a t:::-iple-ca.nopied mountainside suspected of hlu:boring a platoon-size element of an 
J:1'ii sapper battalion. 

1'We soon: came upon a recently-used olea.ring whicl\ must have· been a sap:;;,er 
training site , 11 recalled Sergeant Thomas Nansbridge (Ft. Lauderdal e) , squad leader 
f°C'l.' the lead platoon. "We discovered se,,eral mode Chi.Coo grcnade:i and about tan 
:p=t:i.a.lly constructed bunkers. 11 

Fresh footprints on trails leading from the camp prompted a ca.utiolm c:=in­
a.tion of the surrounding area. Scr::cant Na.rsbridgc walked :point fo:. t he third 
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night reconru:i.isso..'lco :patrol 3 Diles 
south of · Duo Pho killed throo Viet 
Cong recently a.nd confis~tcd scvcml 
hand ~cs a.nd one ~X-47 rifle. 

'We ha.d intelligence roport,i suc­
Gl)Sting the presence of a S!U~l b-,.r.d 
of VC opera tin& nco.r the l:cmlct:J south 
of LZ Debbie , 11 explained p, .. trol ' le<'.dcr 
Sergeant Michael Goblet (Au:rorc:, , Ill. ) 
''Six of us left Bridge 104 a.ftcr dark 
and lllarchcd into the flooded rice J,X'.d­
dies, hoping to catch a. few of th0m 
off guard. " 

The soldiers had moved 2000 
meters in a driving rain undor hcc\°0J 
cloud oovc,r when contact W!'.s mule. 
'We walked into the middle of about 
twenty of ;thee, 11 -.:ddcd Spcc~list Gary 
T. Welcher (Sylacau~, Ala.) • "Luckily 
nothing happened at first. The visa. 
bility w::i.s vci-y poor o.nd they a.cted as 
if they thought we wore friendlies . 11 
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platoon and led the company 150 nctcrs 
down another stream where moirCI.!cnt was 
heard to their front. 

"The column haJ. ted ar.d a. COP.plc of 
us moved forward to invcs ti.:;u. to , 11 ex­
pla.iped Mansbridge. ''rhirty LlCtcrs 
downstrerun we met an NVA. soldier filling 
)#.s oant~en. He quickly stood up, drop­
ped his canteen and stm:cd at us in won­
dar· for those fow seconds before I shot 
liiJno II 

An angry response to the r 1flo 
shot WllS immediately forthoorii..'1.f., as a. 
deafening roar of · intense enemy auto­
JDD.tic weapons· fire; echoing along the 
banks of the stream, sienalled the pre­
mature initiation of a.n a.abush. . . 

"They were ccrt.., i.nly ready for u:, ," 
oontinucc1. 1'1ansbridgc , "but they didn 1t 
expect us to come so soon . There were 
at loo.st 50 of then..- maybc as much ns 
one hundxcd- -well cmplaced on both sides 
of the draw w::.iting for us. to enter 
t.11oir kill zone. When we didn 1t--thanlai 
to t heir careless OP- they · cut loose 
with all they had and withdre11. 11 
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Minh is a foms:. Nort,'1 Vietnamese soldi•J::: w,1ose feelinsa a.bou t the wax are 
sil:.>il= to those of lil?..,~· e:.."J,Xvkia·ted Amcricen:3 livillg in a. foreign oourri;ry1 acld 
bis d:i:e3.LIS are the dxea...is .:,f t ;1e \l."liVli!rsa.l soldi~,r • .P.e wants to go· home, ' 

In 19S7, at the a.e,13 of 18, Hinh was d.-::s.fted to fie-,ht 1n a. war he did :ni,t 
nn.de:,."S'i:e.nd. His story is no·G unique . He is ob.:l:y one of 156,000 returnees from 
the oom.mmist ra.nl!:s w'.10 has fo;:sworn the ''Peoples 1 \la.r of Liboro.tion11 and rallied 
to the side of the Govern;nent of Vietna,,1. 

But Hinh is· fro,. iiuloi, !:o:.:th Vie t11,9,;n, Md. ha, like his Amerio~; OO\Ult!lrp.~.x-~ 
in Canada o::- Sweden, r.iay ncvE.r 'ue able to retux11 home, 

· L1 July, 1969, Ninh rejec·tcd the ideoloe;Y of the I.e.o Dong (Communist) Pa-';c• 
and cor.u:i:tted himself to a possible lifetime of se,a.ra.tion from his f=ily .. il. 
hul.1.e:l.a.nd by voluntec:.ing for servioe as a Kit Carson Sqout nth the AMERICAL 
Division's 11th Ini'Mtry ~ri&i,de . , . 

1'So;;1e in Hanoi will s.i.y I = a t:,aito:. , 11 bes-o.n Huili; 11I b,3.ve not- betr3¥ed 
the Vietnamese-I 3.:)). uorking for their bette~nt, The Saigon government has 
::_u.'001:iscd that the:r Hant to iLll)rove m:, country, Md I believe them, Tb.,t is ,rhy I 
h..--.ve a.1:andoned the ways of the North, 11 

nI did not want · to come south, 11 continued Minh, 1'rh~y eent me anyway, · I 
o.skad permission to ooQ,tinue a.t the school and they refused, ' 1No 1 , they sa.id1 I 
)BS to be a. 1Cbi.en si' (soldier) , There was nothing I oould tlo·, I would lose 
fuce if I ran a.,-ro;y . n 

FolloWing his induction, 1iin.'l was sent to an a.my training camp near Bc.o 
Caal., 100 miles north of Hanoi. ''I stayed there five -ll!Onths , They said I would 
be sent to fight in the south, When I returned I would be a. hero. " 

Minh spent 100 days moving .down the :Jo Chi Minh Tra.il with · the 30th Bo:l;­
ta.iian ·or the 3rd NU. Division to establish ba.ses of operation in t he ju.n(;le s 
•WGBt of Qia.ng Nga.i, One wa.J:'lil afternoon, whj.le Hi,nh ,-,,~ seaxchi.ni; for w,;,.ter , ho 
;was detained by a. patrolling ele.ient of the 1s·~ :Batta.lion, 20th Infa.ir~r.;•, 

"I gave up the fi,sht for the revolu·:.i•) .ll," continued Ninh, "I ,§-ve my <Jhi eu 
lioi paper (safe conduct pass) to the .;)OOj_>l e at the Chien Roi Center in Si i ~'On, 
They- treated i:ie fa.i.rl,y a..::rl told Lle I was not a. p:.i.soner; I was a r all i or , o. :Koi 
Clm>.nh, n · 

Following · the oustoT:4'\rY s hort period of incloctrin<?.tion in S,\ig,m, Ni!lh n.sk::id 
to become a. Kit Carson Scout. Aftar a fonr woe!, co:u:se at t ;1e Kit 0.-.rson Scout 
Sobool in Chu. La.i he be03J.ie a. full::, acc::::edi·~ed Scout .J.."ld i-ias s u-::ie<J:l!en-tly nsi:,igned 
to .Oompa.ey A, 4th Datta.lion, 21st Infantry, 

/f (;:,/20. /0 (Is /1,:ree conti nue;-fr~ ·~a.(;e 1 

•~ortuna.tely, tile!' ueren 't too well or,30,llized, 11 continued Sergean'~ Goblet , 
~e crouched VO closest to us stood up and began moving on:r wcy a.nd we l p:i: 
hill cor.ia , h.opi.ng his friends would follow, When it f:l.na.lly -dawned on hm Wk\t ma 
~:p;;,ening, it was too late , ·He raised his weapon and pulled the tri gger just be­
!91:e W'0 killed hir.1 ~ th bursts from our M-1Ss, 11 · 

In the ensuing fi.refi(ip.t the outnmibered 1:)at:rol, quickly manuevering 
Ocvvor of darkness , killed two more VO a.nd soa.tte:r:ed the otrers. A. fi:i:st li©-'1.t 
swee~ of the area. uncovered heavy blood trai ls, several -Ghi.Oom ha.nd grenades an 
one AX--4 7 rifle with a. rCN.nd jammed in the chamber• . . 
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Ho:i.dguarters an<! Hescot•erters Cor.n)C.n;Y: 

Sp,4 Ronnie E. Byrant •••••••••..••••• 6Nov 
Sp4 Stephen W. Darr •••••••••••••••• 16Oct 
SGT Joseph w. Daniels •••••• •• •••••• • 1Nov 
SP4 Kelly C. Drabus ••••••••••••••••• 4,.Vov 
SP4 Henry L. Hicks •••••••••••••.•.• 15Nov 
Cw2 Williard P. Hovis •• •••••••••••• 12Nov 
Sp5 Robert A. Jenkins ••••••••••••••• 3Nov 
Sp5 John E. Johnson •••••• ••• • •• ••• • 19Oct 
Sp4 Jack W. Jowers ••••••••••••••••• 23Oct 
Sp,4. Louis F. Kidd •••••••••••••••••• 200ct 
Sp4 Ronald C. Miller ••••••• •••••••• 16Oct 
Sp4 Albert B. Ramirez •••• •••• ••• ••• 1ONov 
Sp4 David J . Richter • •••••••••••••• 12tlov 
lLT John G. Tripp· •••• _ • ••• •• • ••• • •• • 15Oct 
SGT Micbael D. Wagner •••••••••• •• •• 29Oct 
SGT Phillip D. \lilson •••••••••••••• 21 Oct 

Alpha Lompan.y 

SGT Thomas Bernbard ••••••••••••••• • 25Oct 
FFC Roy PAtton •• • . • •• • • • ~•••••····•12Nov 
SGT John R. Reed •••.•••••••••••••.• 280ct 

Bravo Compap;r 

SP4 Mark Burke••••••••••, •••••··•••11Nov 

Sp4 Geter f"Orryno •• ••••.•••••.• •••• 150ct 
SP4 John Herek••••••• • ··••••• · •••••1 1N•v 
Sp~, Kenneth Helms ••••• • ••••• • • ••• •• 190ct 
Sp4 Ellis Joseph • ••••• • • . •••• • ••••• 150ct 
Sp4 Jerome Karpinski •••..••.•...••• 11 ~!,y, 
PFC Mo.rs hall Lampley ............ . . . 11 Nov 
SGT Paul Lnrse11. • • • •• • • • • • •••••••• ••• 5Nov 
Sp4 Julien V~son ••• •.•• .••. • •.••••. 150ct 
SGT Cbristorel Pntron • • •• ••••••••• • 1ONov 
SP4 Lynn Pigg • ••••..•.. ••••••• ••••• 10Nov 
SP4 Anthony Robinson ••••••••• • ••••• 1ON0v 

Charlie Company 

Sp,4 Gary L. Popp •• • • . •••••• • •• .•••• 10Nov 
SP4 Thomas~• Pyle• ••• : ··••••••• • ••1 0Nov 

Delta Company 
Sµ4. G~.ry D. CJ.ark •••••••••••••••••• 270ct 
SGT John T. Downie ••••.••• ••. .••••• 240ct 
Sp4 Darrel Edwards ••••••••••••••••• 1 ONo·v 
SSG Jimmy A. Holder •••••••••..•.••• 160c·~ 
Sp4 Lawrence Jozwiak •••• • ••••••••• • 1 CNc·v· 
SSG James E. Marsbal.l •••••••••••••• 30('-:: :-, 
Sp4 Daniel Rogness •••••••••••••••• • 10No7 
Sp4 Pasquale Romore •.••. ••• •.•.•.•• 1 Ol~(,.,:, 
SP4 Vincent S . Tapia•••• •••••••••••15Noz 
Sp,4. Mark A. Vogt • • ••••••••••••••••• 15Nov 

Sp5 Dennis R. Hodges •••••••••••••••• 8Nov 
SGT Kaminaris Anastasios ••••••••••• 160ct 
SGT John c. Wight••••••••••••••••••210ct 
SGT LOnnie J. T.iscpmb......, ......... 11fov 

the GIMLET 
LTC Robert A. Witter •••••••• Bn Co:rame.ndcr 
1LT Do.vid A. lange • ••••••••••• S1 Officer 
PFC Joseph F. Alward••• •••••••• •••Editor 
The GIMLET is published bi-weekly under 
the supervision of the S1 , 4th &..ttGllon 
21st Infantry APO San Francisco 96217 as 
an authorized publie!'.tion. Opinions ex­
pressed herein do not necessarily repre­
sent those of the Department of the Army 
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I - 1· . . . . I I . ' j··'-/ , l,.,/ s:1.t pe:i.se<i, tense as a tTEl<',t w,-
; ·1',.,{f:_11 f · / .;)/ gle oa.t, ·waj,tillg for. the' patrol to oome ~ -! ~ -· ~· ... · ""· -.DEPa.R'l}~~ OF ~ !@'.IT doun th.e. tiie.11: Al·l;hough my faoe was 
passive·, L'iy heartbeat quickened as it ali.-:-.ys dl:d when 0011tct with the ener.t!' .,,,rc,.s 
ol.ose. · My· · finger tightened on the trigi;er of my weapon as the le2.d r,ian oa.'u8 into 
-new. · as soon as the majority of the patrol ,r,1..3· in the ~..illing zone, the sergeant 

· ,wotiid detoria:te the claymore i.'lines si(;ll<."1.lling t :1e rest of us to shoot. · 
... , · · 'Si.iddeniy, the clo.ytl.ores e.i..7loded, men fell, we all beS'<',11 firini;. Then, as 
· -plario.ed.; " we 'pulled b.,.ck, ;::el ti:ig .i.,to jungle to plan another raid, atta ck or a.rabu.sh 
._: c,.ii ·~e ·Amerioans. _ 

I . ' liad · been doing tbis for almost two yero:s when the planes dropped the Chieu 
Roi s3.fe conduct passes . I did not believe ,:lnt I had read. I was tired and scare,1 
of the oonti.roi.a..l fighting and :wanted it over. I had feared that the ,u;ieri~os would 
torj,~e ~ and ma.lee me tell where my comrades were and then ld.ll me. 

'.rhen one a.ay·as i was helpi.ng,- to collect .:ice from. the villagers , an Amerio ·.:: 
~trol surpr~ed' t.s. • I drop-}ed m;y rice and ran -~o a . ca.ve nearby where I hid. TJ,..:.:ec 
of my oo~ades triac t., shoot it out with the soldiers and were wounde.d. From "-'iler.:i 

I hid trembling, I watched t he 
A.merioruill give first al.d to rey 
fullen comxa.des. Th~y were no t 
beaten up. I was suxpris e<l , 
This is not ,-ma.t the politica l 
officer had ·oold us. They ,-rere 
given water and oie;:i.re'ttes ~ 
the Americans. 

:t .had kept the Sa fe Cou.c\1cct 
Pass. • I r ea lized t~t t hi :i ,r.s 
a chance I might neve:: l \;'\V~ 

·asaio, so I ran ou·G ,,ro.vincr -~1$ 

·pass -in the air, yellin,:; "~ .ie,•. 
Roi, Qiieu Hoi." 

Tho soldiers llheele<:I aJ:'0\~,1 

and · pointed their wea.pon.'l C.' .­
rect]y. • at oe. I fct-red for ;:.i:· 
life. · I -. stop;;>ed. . They the-1 
a.p:proaeh~d slowly a.nd took ,·ry 
Yeapon· and grenades from me. 

The solcliers (1id .:1ot t ic ,,c 
or blinclfold Lie. EvE!ryboa.y 
was so quiet as t hey l e e':. r.!e =o. 
ey comrc1,c;e s d o1·;n the t>:li.il t :,c.·~ 
I · imgilled the vor y uorst thill(;Z 
·I knew now that, 'the only reaso.t! 
they didn 1t kill me or ey wound 
.ea comrades in. th!) vi:).lc, (if:! o:: 
bea't.' thelD. wa.s to impress the 

• vll'J.a.gers and win them over. 
They woul d kill us o.11 a,; soo~ 
a.a we were oui -of sight of the 
vill..~rs . 

But when we got to 'the5.r 
comr.nnd J?OS t, I was w.rne<l ove:.: 

-continued on 1n ,s-e ; 
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to M in-~erro.;;d;or who askod ue 0,uesi­
ions about azy unit . I a nswered a.11 the 
qu.est1on.s as best I could. A few hom:s 
later, I was tal~en to e.nother interro­
gator whcro I thou(;ht I ,;ould bo beat en 
and tort1.ired, But everyone tr~.1.-~ed me 
nicely. ·The ques·~ioni.ns ,ias loll(; and 
thorou(;h, 

I ,n.<i . then sent to the Chien Ho··, 
oen·~ez-. I found . sever:-1 of my old 
frionds there who loo!~d very well--fed 
e.nd con-tent, I 1r;-.s still a."9prehensi ve , 
afr.:-.:!.d I hs.d c'l.one the w;:on:, thing, 
Then, a.tone of the lectures , I saw one 
of our officers who had disa.p:.,ea.rcd 
about 1.1; yoa.r before. He ha.d been deco­
rated for heroism by the NVA unit with 
,mioh we served. He was tea.chine! 

I soon settled into t he wo.y of 
life in tho' cente r . I listened how '.;he 
Sa.i,30u eovernment wa.ntcd to i np:rove wy 
ooun·t;ry 2 .. 1d wipe ou·~ the injustices of 
the old de~. I l ea.:rned t b.:>.t I ~,as no t 
a ]:ll:.i.soner rut c r a llier, 0110 uho had 
retw:ned to tho govorn,-icnt. 

One day I wa s asked if I would 
like to accOiu-pany ano·ther ralli er on a 
r.rl.ssion into rey old are:i. , The old 

foe.rs of 1,.'l.r 1.-e turnee,, bl.it I said yes . I 
pointed to two Oc'W'ElS 11hiol1 hac1 been wea­
pons o..".ohes . 140 found two mortars a.rul 
several rounds of a.r.ummition, I was then 
OOllll1liLlen·~ed and rew.:-.r,~ocl ,un was over­
joyed, 

I went on severa l more ope r !l. tions 1 
ea.oh tl.lil8 gainl.ng more oonf'idenoo -~hat 
the soldiero I aocoL,pa.niod would proteo·t 
me, Soon, I · was giwn ll)' o~m we.-i.1,on, I 
was a. full- flc<l.ged Kit Carson Scowl; , I 
pointed out Viet Cong in villaeos Md 
identified Viet Cong bodies after fire­
fishts , 

In my first month I was responsiblo 
for the dotentipn of 20 Viet Cong , But 
th~n I realized ~t my mission sboul1 ~e 
to oonvinoe a:y old comrades to give t h01.i­
selves up, that the way preachoi~ by t ho 
:politioa.J. officers wao wrong, · 

This is what I do now, You C?-n helJ.' 
me, The allies have yromised that if ::,. 
Viet Cong will dis9lay a Chieu iioi safe 

· oonduct pass a.nd bring his-. we.i:i_iqn 1•ri:t..'l 
hila, we will rawa:cd him, train h.uu a.nd 
treat hin with respec·c , Treat him firnl: r 
but not brutally. 

You must be OJ.refnl, ·i;hough. Soria 
friendly farces have been shot when ti1C:. 
droP1Jed their caution in goizie out ·~o 
meet ra.lliors. Sol!le :ra.lliers , too , h,.,.vs 
been shot -~r-/ing to rally. 

I know ·l;h.:d; it is hard ·bo '00 ro-
s t-r~ioed in brinciJ'li: in a r allie.-: r i(;'.:\,; 
after one of your 1mdclies ~--.s bec!l 0 :10·1;, 
But, nore of your fri:mds ma.y be killed 
or 11ounded as they W J to traok a.own t he 
srune Vio·t Cong had he no·t rallill(l. to t:.1e 
gove:au.ient . 

For myself , I think I will be kille::'. 
But illaybe I c:111 make my ooun'l;ry a. placa 
where my feinily can live without fear. 



I 

' ~ .. , . ,,,.. , . 
,' ;-., . . . -.",; . ~ -~~,1 .• ,. ·m:, "-" • -.... ' 5"3"- ..:i;;t \ \ 

'. . • ~.:;,"::.)fL X\ ,.. "";._ -~91 \' \~.-. , '\; ' .. :,,.~ ,v,r #t\~:"X . ''i'"~ :..-}·~ r-~:\·:~.,;,~' 
\.._.",•,,~,\;-· ; \ 'y~ ;\' --· :::. ;,,.,l, ~l_..,;.J. ,, .. ... _ 

- --- -- - ··- ·- ,._ -
ESA.N 
_Cfa;. 4th Bn, . .. -21st I.rd. 
11th Infantry Brie;!l.de 
APO San Francisco 9621.7 

Name 

}rumber-

Ci ~ 

Street 

State 
ZI? 

• 


