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Ineffecti.. ve noise and light discipline on le :i;ia.r~· ~~- a n ~w~size enem;y- fore.; 

'l.~ce.ntly cost three Viet C-ong their lives during a pre-d!l.wn, Gimlet oo:z:don a.od sear&! 
t'l)ara.tion four milco south- w0st of D1.1c Pho. 

Explained Capta in llich~el r,. Kot11l.a , San Diego, OJ.lifornia. 1 the Commanding Of:~j .•. 
cer of Company A, "fhe ltis s ion was to be a rath.!r routir.e one. We uere to corclo1~ a 
.:11na.i1. hamlet a.nd D\Tc,e p t hrough before da,-m, w~.ke the civilians a.nd request identi :~­
•~tion f':rom ea.ch p-~rsou . Al l of those i1~ivlduals without prol)er Ids ware to be con-• 
sidered a.s possibl e members of a. reported 30-man.~ VC r ice- ca.rryir.g par·iy. 11 

An indication that tho planned cordon ;,.nd s earch was to be sometili.ng mo-... -e ,:;.h:-.-:1 
routine wa.s prov:idt>d when an a.a.vanoe reconnais sance t e::i.m1 pl anning the f ollowing mc·r>: -
i.ng1s :::-oute of tmvel1 ·we:re e11@ged by a. squad of ruok- s ack-bea.ring vo. 

"Cur Scout, 1Ben 1 , s potted s e,vezal VC a,:h"<?-noing undar cover of .a. herd of wa.'1:er 
bu.i'fa.lo" reoaJ.led ,SP.rgea.nt Paul E. Covingto.o, J-::. , s:rnP Teom Leader from Benningi:r>n . ~ 
Indiana. . ''After s. short fire fie,ht t hey ru.sht>d i..."l-~<l the village nearby. 11 

Tb'e. small aleDDnt ~ olw:e but, beoause of gatharing'darJ.nQas, bal:tef). at t',1• 

villa.ge e:itra.nco 8.Dd reim::ned to their NDP , SG1x Co·~ing~on added. 
u~t 3100 am we ma.re.hod from our night defennive position to surro\l.lld the ha.c,le·t" 

oontimled ClP'l' Kotula.. "Just as wo =.checl the f i:.cs t group of h.ootobos we mado cou-
ta.ot. 11 • • 

"Bon hoard a. GIOU€h, 11 expla.ined Covington, "a.rxl immediately loa.ped 0.01:osa .. ric'o 
poddy ~cMke 8.lld opened firo on about six of t.'l.Ellll. Hie weapon ~d so ho sta:L'tud. 
pitclrl;ng-g,remides ·Bit tbo~ahad-0wed figu.ros 1n tbs hed.gorow. ~on we ,, t oo, ~~~ 
the~.,• · 

Cov.Lngton 's SRRP Team rem.ined a.t the point of contaot until dD.wn , during which 
time they fired,-upon, a. lisht...movi.ng in the d~~ess, · 

''We- ,had, one K!A. that we knew of, la.ying about 20 meters from us," oontinued Cov­
:.ngton, ''am we hea.l.'d · someone moaning on tho trail for a.bout an; hour before it got 
light;;n· - . 

A firet-light sweep of tho contact a.r.ia.• 1.n1 tially rove.a.led two :Viot Cong }IT~ I OM 
of miom had s. fl!iabJigbi; bang;l.:ig aro-:md his mck. Anothor bad a. C3ll of still,..w.-..t'tl~ 
rioo •a.m--ftsh a.al a bag of med.1.oe.1 supplies, notod Cl'T Kotula • • 

-contiruod on p;i.SQ .; 
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uCOUl I OP fo/o~ &1-
Poor leodorship, lc,ck of support from the populnco Md a s uccession of aborted 

offonsive opomtions led t o his disillusionment llS a VC, expl.uned Ph .. 'U:1 Van Bi rth , 
19, wboso onthusiantic appro..'\ch to h:i:c p~esent duties o.s o. Ki t Carson Scout for t he 
Gimlets has won him the Br onze St= for Achlevomont lllld Val or . 

As o. fledt;ling member of a. VC sapper comp..ny, Binh so.ys ho could find li t t l e 
to motivo.to hiLl so ha rejeoted tho life 9f his comro.dos and chose t he course of 
a..:,tion whio."1 led to a ch.'Ulge of uniform. 

''Re b.."\S boen with us for ten months now, and hns shown himsel f to· be D. no- non­
s enco g,zy, 11offorod Sergeant Paul E. Covington, llcnninston, Indiana , SRRP t c:1.:i 
l eader f or A Cot?<.ny• ''E'alf of the onccy con+,act our tel'.Iil ln s made in the p:i.:;t f ew 
mo,,'.r.s w:.s ini t iatod by Binh. 11 

' '?To one b""S t o t ell hin whn.t to do, ''added Sergoo.nt J ohn F. Re illy, Co;l.t cs ­
v:ille , :i?Gl'.nsyl vruliA. ''He ' s been c.round a -lot longer t han most of us o.nd, nor o of­
ten t h..-ui no•;; , we siopl y f ollow his l co.d when ho thinks ho 1o ':?n to nonot hina---whioh 
he i s oos t of the t ine. 11 

Out l ining Bi.riJ11s aohiewments duxing the pa.st year, SGT Keith R.1.rwe ll , Hoi:1ph:i.s 
Tennessee , pointed t o his discove.ry of sovo1.-a.l rice a nd ru:u:runit i on c~.chcs and his 
unique ability to find t.1-ie aneoy. "He 1s ruined a lot of encny 0.mbushcs--ho he.s '.l. 

1nocc 1 for thoo." 
llinh 1o inoiotcnoc · on ,;'.l.boa:rs 

wal.lci.ng point has endo...red hio to 
~·tt:m:--the fuon in the coop:i.ny, noted· 

Covington. 
11 One d.D.y he was leading 1.1.:, 

t hrough a village when· he he:u-d 
voices., 11 Covington r ece.lled. . 
11 'Boo.ueaup vc• were I!lO.king plruls _, 
he so.id. He took off by hiru::el:i' 
thr011sh the. hedgerows, lenvin._i:· the 
root of us just st .. l'Jding thor,; ,, 
Ver,/ sh_ort ly , we hoa..."'tl shou tiri · 
followed by two explosions • '..f-, 
got there in tioo to seo Binh pul­
ling ruoksncks and tho oooond o:i: 
'two dead VO f.roo a. bunker •. !! 

t-:-fl em_,.,. Loss Sta tus 
8 July-1 December 

VO/lNA Killed in Ac'i:ion, •• •• , • • 6$ 

VC/NVA Killed in Ambunh .... . . ,. . !l 

Weapoll!l Confiocntcd ••• ~ •••••• • • 19 

Rice (pounds) Confiscatod •• 108J09 

Salt (pounds) Confisoated, •••• 542 
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B'.eadquatters ~ Read.quarters Company 
-- . - - - . -- --.:. - . -. . . 

S,C Dargelo C&boJ.lero•••••••••••l2Jan 
SP4 Danny D. Tonca,te. ·• • • • • •. • • • • • 7Jan 
s~ Dale. L. , leDB •••• •••••••••••• lQJan 

S~T Ronald Chant .................. , ••• lruan 
Sp4 Dermis DeGroot ••••• " • • •• • ••• ·• SJ an 
~ EcJa.~el Ki.:'l.Sey . . ......... ••• . llJan 
sp,4· z.io..,roe Lawr ence • • : •• •• •••••• llJan 
SP4 Daniel Neimond••••••• • •••• ••llJan 
SP4 Wayne Ridge•• •• •••••••••••••lOJa:i 
SP4 Haze Watters ... . ... -',.• ..... iJan 

Bravo Compa..::v 

Sp,4 Sam Ex:io...lcson • • •••• • • • ••• • •.• . ,'iJSD 
Sp4 Samu.el Moss • • •••••• .; .......... • ~Tun 
Sp.4 Thomas No.11 .................. .. ...... . .. ?Jan 
SP4 Vi ctor Peluso ....... ~; .• ~ •••••• SJan 
SP4 E'.imst!IY"·i ol i ver ••••• -~.~••••••9Ja.~ 

Sp4 James F. Kend:ri ck ••••••• •• •• lCJan 
PFC, Arnulfo R. Roocro •• •••••• • •• • 8Jan 
Sp4 .Mi..lton G. Schwa:rzentrau:b ••••• ,Ja.."l 
PFC Dltinnf' L. TaboT .... . . .. .. ~ ... .. .. .... llJa:n 
SP4 Arthur Stephens Jr ••• •••••••• 7Jan 
P.FC Edwa.:cd:G; Vander ·Ham •• •••••• 12J?Jl 
SP4 Larry R. Zielll .. .......... .. ............. llJan 

Delta Cor.i:p.'.lny 

Sp4 Ge orge ·D. Fairman • • • • ••••• , •• 7Jo.n 
SP4 Da~d Strouse•••••••••••••• ••7Jon 

~ Company 

~ Co,mP:!PY- -oontinued 

SSG Jo.mes·. II. ~!Iii th.••.• •• • •• • •• •••••• 7Jo.n 

IIl'C Robert A. Witter •• ; • • •• ~ •• B~ Co=:1.r 

lI/1' Billy J . cin•••••••••••• • ••Sl.Offi<;:ei 

= . S 
. . . 

P4 Jo..:cr:m : • il"i.·ro.rd.~ • •••• • • • • , • •• • Edi tOZ" 

P.PC Gene 0.ol.li11g1 -• •• • ••• .• • • , , ~co-td.i. tor 
.. 

The GIMIET is published ci-weekly =der 
the supervision of the Sl, 4th :3o.tt:ll ion, 
21st Info.ntry, APO So.n Fro.noisco 962~7 as 
an o.uthorized :publication. Opinions ex-

SP4 Dav.id E. Dunch• ••••••••••••••7Jan pressed hei-ein do not · necess:i.rily •?.'tlixte-. 
SGT Odelle Meana••••••••••••••••• 2Jan sent those of the Departl!lent- of the A:r:my 

. ~ a regular guy- take the pi.11 1 
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l,3 
"That same individtUll• had a~bal.f-dcnen 1Tam Kuts • (ID cards) , one of which had'' 

been taken from a f i ve- yeer old girl who later clll'.le to ~s with her mother to claim 
it," Offered Sc,r geant J olu'i']'. Reilly, 2nd Platoon sq\\ad l eader from Coa.tesVille 
Pennsyl vania. 

A third Viet Co~ KI.It; 'w:ls subsequently discovered laying uner r: bis ruck in 
knee-deep rice paddy water. 

L T6 l2aps ltusl~r- - - -
Fail ures in infantl."Y discipline e.nd standards are causing unnecceosary O';\oual­

ties·, a top co:n~ t zone commander says. 
Lt. Gen, A. S. Collins Jr., I Field Foroe commander , saya ''we go t far more( cas­

ual ties) than we ought because we don I t i;iake our men do the b<Wio things t hey 
should. 

"Di scipline o.nd s tunda..--ds hD.ve been eroded, · ·We better start raisi:,g t hem." 
Collins • coninents come in a l etter to Infantry oogazine objecting to publication of 
a picture , which, he said, showed an infantry squad doi115 o..11 the thingo it should 
not do." 

, Collins ori ticized the bunched up squad. 1lOne gre110de, one mortar r ound mi ght 
kill all of them• or certainly kill a coupl ~ and wound all the oti1ers , " he said, "vniy 
are, fo1.ll1> !!l.e:n without shirts when they are fighting'? , •• 

. · '"fut are ti{o _men wi t hout a helmet 011? How about those M- 79 rou11ds and the 
Jllll€!lzine9: 911 the- ground , .the. lll:lmU.I'..i.tion bel ta in the dirt•,· 

' 'Who iG ·looking out for the enemy?" 
The !'armer 4th 'Inf Div comnander added : ''What sort of 1.imdelll!hip ncoe: to thi.s 

kind of perfamnnoe and does. nothing about it. · I s there any in that s qua.d? Or 
.platoon? Or canpany? 

"Now t he tragic thing is that this is not an isolrit cd i ni: t ance. J ust t.."\ke a 
look at mnny of t he piotlu'.es th.at we put up in ~ ( h.'1.lls of the; Pent~on, tha.t •ou 
havo or~ the Infantry . School , showing r.-en in the arm c ocibo.t situation o.nd note 
t .011 of~ they are huddled t ogether as in thie case . 

"Tl)ats why wo S,.:!t so many oasuaJ.ties." (courtesy of THE ARMY TlMES ) 
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A mother concerned for h.:,!' son•c. sa.futy led an E Com}lllllY roconno.i~sance teem 
to a tunnel ·wnere· lie· 'and'"Ioii.: VC -cohorts ·",,are hiding. 

Wo::.-ki::lg in coor<U.nai;ion with o. Pro-r..ncial Reoon Unit south- t1ast of Due Pho, 
the "Gimlets" were l.;d l>:, the VC I s motb·Jr to the tunnel entro.nco oonceo.led inside 
a hootoh. 

1'\lc blew open tho tunnel entrance and si;a.rtod d.i.gging, 11 so.id recon pla.toon 
:teadcr First Lieutenant J'c,tar L. llarili, $alisburr, New Hampshire, "We du,g until 
we cam'! to a cul·,ort ~:hi.ch s:1.i~h'j;ly o,-er.lo.p;icd wi t1' ·another, l eaving a. slllD.11 gap. 
'.foe Ir.<.'ther bc>,sged to go umm to 'l:alk w.i. t.h her e,"n, 11 • 

The anxi.ou3 mother hurriedly crawled -to the gap in the· tunnel, llo.:cili added, 
ann. call~d to hsl't' sor., ui-gine; him to come out. After ""'Cglling with hiw for ceveral 
iill.mtes, the WOlll<'n r ,et.i.,m,x1, f.ol).oWl'.ld by an obedient son and two com1>l'l:llions, 

"His h:-j-?:;ids told u.q th:,,:t; no one illae ~= in thc· tu.nnel," con:..inued :na.rili , 
"i~ut when ,;e started •i,o craw:L in 't".> ~hr.ck it cut ~-way, we hcr-ro:d v,~iccs . 11 

The remainin&' VC were <¾,,--ain m:gecl. 't".> como out, but no repl:y =o fr<llll the 
·tunnel. A claymore ,,-as thon set cff 8llC\ two . VC :ioon ·sC;EIIJ1)Crcd' ·l;hroilgh tho cn­
·crance, 

Still uncertain if a.n._vone remai.nod in the tunnel , Bm-ili ::isked for a volun•• 
t-:,er to go in and chock it out, P-.c.ivate First Class Bill Hat ts on, Iron Belt, Wis­
oansi.:.1, stepped fOJ:wr..J'd, 

Ar.:ncd with C" .. fl~,s bligilt O....Ttd. a .45 ~ist-.."l, Mf.'ttoo1~ o~·.:d ~i:1 ,.,ay L:.ito tr•.~ r.("·. ·c 
ern, and ca-ccfull y ;;.;;J.rched t !lo length of tho tt.irty, .. foot tur,_"lt! l . . Ho crawled out , 
cEIX'1jr.i.Dg an a.saortlt'l?lt of clothcs . · 

The tunnol waR !lubscquont q blo'Wn and later in:vcsti~tion revealed th::i.t on.:: 
of the three detainees was e security chief of tho local Viet CoOG Infre.structure . 
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by SGT J"~!F,S Will,THA 

Again tonight we wait in horror, 
'wonderir.g if .the daJ:k .Qr.ing-s .s.orr.ow­
Si tting out the lonely h,,urs , 
G.?ttir,g ,tet by suJ.don showers-
Minds in turrloil, nel."VeS on ed..:;-e , 
Thore •s SOL'1ethi~ moving in the hedge,. •• 

~ines cooked, rounds~ chamber~d, 
Wl'lll.tewt 1 s moving li-v&s in danser. 
1-..•s quie~ aaain, we 1ll WR.it soTJew.ore, 
:lhe tjme ·w:1.u come to_ make our <-Core ; 
~inds ~ tv.rm.oj_\ ne=s on ~dg,3 , 
o;:t,ero•a ,something. movillg in the hodge .... . 

A fla..--:-e goeii off , it lights the slcy, 
Who. CY.Gr .. :!id it 1.o .gonna.die.( 
R:!.fl.~s f h:e , g·rena.des ar-e thro,m­
Mo.i:tor~ p,~pped and o1a,ymores t,J.own­
Mi'rlils in t11.naoil, nerves on edsc­
There 1 s ~.£_1aethir!lt moving in the hedee 

Seventy-ninos a.'\d one-five-five 
Kills ei;er_.; enemy alive; 
Rifles fire. i:;-.·ono.des are thrown, 
Hor.tt..::'.'6 pc,rpp~d, c;J.aymores blcwr.­
M1nds in turmoil, «erves on eacc, 
Theis ' D fiOTHD;G movillJ iri the hedge ! __ ..,. __ 

THE G:r:MIET welcon:.~n l.i t ernry offer.'ings. from the ,field (from R~a, t-00)-poems, sh~r+. 
stories, cartoons • •• wlmtowr yo·J. br..vc , for publiootion • . Ccntributioi:µ3 may be mailo& 
to The Gimlet, 4th Da,tta.lion, 21st Inf~t:cy, µ:o SF- 96217. 

J. /0· ( 'Y. ,. 7 ( "1 I e 
Th.; u.i::. Milit:-.-cy Assist-'l!l<.le Con."fl',,,nd Vi<~1s•~'il ~P...:; an.."10•.i.ni,cd -~bnt servicemen who 

have sorred fonr months in ·RVN but not more th:..'1 e.i.s¾.t arc~ el i~ible for a 14 -- day 
leave. A !lol&i.?r re~ucstL~ the leave must h;>:,,e a .l.:ru3.-~ oought---at hto O'Wl.l expc-nse 
a roturn trip tick-~t 'b.?fore beginning his le&vc. Ha ~r,tst also receivo the appr0v,1.l 
of hie. unit Ovlllilll.."lder. · 

The current De;_;.-i..:-tin'lnt o_f Defense lea.ve ·polioy ~,oh. p-.:X't1ito · servicemen to 
take leave in R','N, ot her Asian c0unb:ics and Elwa:\.i remains inta.ot. 

If' the l'C!J.uest f:,1.· ~ve .il· .l'-P.f,'t'oved, . 1.he fol:o~ i •tem!l_must be in the .. so:!.- . 
clier•, pos11Qasion for fl.i£l!,t Qhec.k-in: . . 

a. Valid, ~ssport a,.,.~/or vi:.a , if reqvired for leave site 

b . UP-to-date iml!u.nization cor.t~fioats (DD Form757) 

o. Appropriate lc~ve ore.er a i!lsuc-d by 0OID].)Otent authority 

d. Identific~tion 'I'c'lf;3 (Dog Ta.~ ) 

o. . Identifioa.tion Ca.rd m; :..'-:n.·t'2..'!.) 

f . Re. tion Co.rd (MACV-Form3 3 3) 

(Courtesy of US A:rmy Como.nd Information) 
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D,, .. ,n. K 

the 
Water in Vietnci.m oan of'ton be more 

dangerous to you than the enenw. Uover 
drink water unless ytl\l. know for oertaiJl 
t hat is is potable , !,icst of the water 
in Viet= comss from s urface sources , 
wel ls , or runi.oipal s y-;; toms • These saurc-..:. 
es offer varying degrees oj' wo. tor qu..,.lity, 
but nearl y all e.re contamira ted or open to 
contami ration. 

Don ' t osSUiile ,that H;,.t er i s safe to 
drink because ~•ou see , ;he loO'.J.l peopl e 
drinking it. They mo.y IL .. "-VO built up an 
imnru.ni. ty ta tho imyurit :.eo in the ,-utcr 
ave.,: n long period of ti.me , 

A large number of i llnesses ~n re.:. 
sult :f'roln ilrinki.ng im;lul:e ,-re.t or , Among these aro typhoid £ever, paro,typhoid £ever, 
oho.1.a=, ba.cilla..i:y eysentro:y, anoebic eysentcry, coll1lllon di=heo., infectious ho~ 
titi:s , and all kinds of bad ~ . Any of these diseases ca.n mku you ve:cy s ick, 

,.ater i s either purified by chemical treatnent or by boilL'lg :lt . Freezing \ :C­
ter 1,ill do not hing to purify the wa ter. If you axe in the field ,~nd can' t got any 
po-table wa.t~, use iodine pills to purify the ,.:i.ter- one t..<i.bL >t per =~n of 
clear Wil-ter , two tablets per canteen of cloudy wo.ter. 

Wo.te:r-borne diso:uic = ely produces symptoms in its vict im .lmmedi.o.tely .-.rtcr 
he ba.0 drnnk the contamim.ted ws.ter . A certo.in peri od of time h:IS to p..1.Ss before 
the victim i s stricl:Bn by the disease. Du:r:l.ng this peri od, known \S the incub., tion 
period, t he discn.se org,:i.nisIJS grow and reproduce vti. thin your body. Therefore, t he 
abs0J1oe of a:n:y- symptoms of illness for the first few days· a f ter drinkillg impure 
water does not mc.,.n the w.i.tcr was so.fe for you to drink. 

~ -
How QQJirv'--ea;1PMl"'iD\muzt be 
tbrOV!l to oooru 100 pointo': 
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