i

Ineffective noise and lignt discipline on the part’orl an unknown=size enemy force
vacently cost three Viet Cong thair lives during a pre-dawn, Gimlet coxrdon and seard:
cperation four miles south=west of Due Fho.

Explaired Captain Michael L. Kotula, San Diego, California, the Commanding Of<:i-:
cer of Company A, '"'he rwission wvas to be a rather routine one, We Were to cordoi a
3mall hamlet ard sweep through before dawm. wvake the civilians and request identili-
mation from each p:rson. All of those individuals without proper Ids were to be con-~
8idered as possibie members of a reported 30-man, VC rice-carrying party."

An indication that the planned cordon and search was to be sometiing Dore .ihai
routine wvas provided when an advance reconnaissance team, planning the following mer:
ing's »oute of trawvel, were ensaged by a squed of ruck-sack-~bearing VC.

"Cur Scout, 'Ben', spottcd several VC advensing under cover of a herd of water
buffalo" recalled Sergeant Paul E, Covington, Jr,, SI8P Team Leader from Benningtcn .
Indiana. . "Wfiter a short fire fight they ruvshed into the village nearby."

The small element gave chace but, benanse of gathering darkness, halted at e
village enirance and returned to their NDP, SCT Covinglon added.

YAt 5100 am we marched from our night defensive pcsition to surround the hamlet"
contimed CPT Eotula., "Just as we reached the first group of hootchos we made coie
tact.M !

"Bon hoard a oough," explained Covington, "and immediately loaped across = rich
paddy dike and opened firo on about six of them. His weapon jemmed so ho started
E’tm;ﬂmﬂaﬂna &b tho shadowed figures in the hedgerow. Then we, too, spreyed

8 Area,

Covington's SRRP Team remained at the point of contact until dawn, during which
time they fired upen a light moving in the darknecss, '

"Wo bad one KIA that we knew of, laying about 20 meters from us," contimied Cov-
ington, "and we heard someone moaning on the trail for about an hour before it got
light." '

A first-light sweop of the contact arca initially rovealed two Viot Cong ¥TA, ono
of whom had a flashlight hanging arcund his neck, Another had a can of still-wraw:
rico and fish and a bag of medicel supplies, noted CPT Kotula,

=contimicd on page .
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Jcovt o Jor Joldrer

Poor leadorship, lack of support from the populaco and a succession of aborted
offonsive operations led to his disillusionment as a VC, cxplained Pham Van Binh,
19, whoso onthusinstic approach to his present duties as o Kit Carson Scout for the
Gimlets has won him the Bronze Stars for Achievement and Valox,.

As o fledgling member of a VO sapper company, Binh says he could find little
to motivate him so he rejected the life of his comrndes and chiosc the course of
astion which led to a change of uniform.

"Ze has been with us for ten months now, and has shown himself to be 2 no-non-
serce guy, "offered Sergeant Paul E. Covington, Bennington, Indiane, SRRP 4oa
leader for A Corpany. "Ealf of the cnenmy conzct our tenm has made in the past few
moniks was indtinted by Binh " '

"o one has  to tell hin what to do,"addcd Sorgeant John F, Reilly, Coates-
ville, Pennsylvanin, "He's been around a:lot longer than most of us and, nore of-
ten thon noé, we simply follow his lood when he thinks he's on to nonething--which
he is nost of the tine,"

Quilining Binh's achievements during the past year, SCT Keith Barwell, Menphis
Tennessec, pointed to his discovery of several rice and arrmnition eaches and his
unique ability to find the cneny. "He's ruined o lot of eneny ambushes--he has o

‘noce! for theon.™

Binh's ingictenoc "on alimys
wallking point has endeared hin 4o

"&X1 " the men in the company, noted:
Covington, :

"One day he was leading u-
through a village when he heard
volces, " Covington recalled, -
" 'Beauoqup VC'! were making plans,
he saide He took off by himself
through the hedgerows, leaving the
rest of us  just stwnding thors,
Very shortly , we heard shwoutin;-
followed by two explosions . e
g0t there in time to see Binh pui-~
1J_'i.n.3- rucksacls and tho socond of
two dead VO from a bunker,!

Enemy Loss Status

8 July-1 December
VC/NVA Killed in ACTioNeessesesd0
VC/NVA Killed in AnbusNeesesesesd

Weapons Confiocatede.eeesssesssld

Rice (pourds) Confiscated. 1105,739
I Make Monday pill day | Salt (pounds) Confiscateds....542




Headquatters and Headquarters Corpany

3 o H Damf.‘:lﬂ GI-'DEI-ll'EI‘-'ﬂ;n snssesssld]an
Sp4 Danny D. Tongatessesssssssse (VAN
Sod Dale L. VenZsesesssscssssess lQJAN

Alpha Company

SGT Ranald Chanteeseesssssnseess lWian
$P4 Dermis DeGrooteasssdasassssseBian
PFC Epaimel EinSeFeecescsccasessllian
Sp4 lMoaroe LaWDeN0Cessvasssnssenlllan
Spd Daniel Neimondseeessessnnesslllan
Sp4d Wayne R‘i_dgé.iau.u"...-nulma.n
Sp4 Haze WotterS.eesdiiidsnassace]ian

Brave Company

Sp4 Sam EricksoleescsssssssssesspfdaDd
Spd Samiel MoSSescsssendnssansns LATOD
Sp4 Thooag Nailisassssecascsncsesflan
Sp4d Victar P'Eluaﬂ.lll_li_i,li.lnljhgaran
Sp-'-i muﬂ' Taliﬁrn..nw..u“““ﬁ.]'an

Bha:rlie Compeny ;

Sp4 James F, Kendrickesesssseses10Jan
PFC- Arom1fo Ry ROMETODuesssssssesaBian
Sp4 Milton C. Schwarzentraub,....7Jan
PFC Danny L. TabOTeececscscsssellian
SH Arthur S“T;EphEns Jrl'liilllii'l?'l]-m
FFC Edward G. Vander Ham, o e s e e sel2Tan
Sp4d Larry RH. Ziehliesssesssssssslldan

Delta Company

SM GEDEEE D‘ me--|||.1|._.';?-]m
Ep# D{‘-‘r:d Bﬁ'mei|-ln-.....|1|||-?|}ml

Echo Company

Em David E. Bmchit-"'lpi.-llllTJan

The Gimled

rage 3

Echo ﬂom*du'g[w-cuntinued.

HSG JE-IU.ESLII. Smithillilnlliitlilii‘iﬂl‘TJm

o i 4%
R A=
ITC Robert A. Witter,si.es....Ba Commondr

11&1 B‘il]'-.'lr J‘ D-IT""--'IIIII'.ISI foige_f
sp'q' Jﬂ;a?h e M"Mﬂiiic--i-h-is-q-EditOI

m G’Eﬂh ﬂﬁlﬁn&-ﬂ--n---t'u-n.ﬂﬂﬁai:ﬁﬂr

The GIMIET is published bi-weekly under
the supervision of the S1, 4th Battalien,
21st Infantry, APO San Franocisco 96217 as
an anthorized oublication., Opinions ex-
pressed hervein do not necessaxrily -fre-
sent those of the Department of the Army

gBa a regular guy--take the pilll
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Alpta £1lls 3

"That same individual had a’half-dezen 'Tam Xuts' (ID cards), one of which had’
been taken from a fiw-;-,reaa:‘ old girl who later came to uws with her mother to alaim
it," Offered Sergeant Jolm F. Reilly, - 2nd Platoon squad - leader from Coaztesville
PGHﬂWlmiaa

A third Viet Cong KIA'was subsequently discevercd laying wndexr his ruck in
knee~deep rice paddy water,

LTG Raps Cluster---- FAhoto

Failures in infantry discipline and standards are causing wmneccessary Giguale
ties, a top com™ot zone commander says,

Lt, Gen, A.5. Collins Jr., I Field Foroe commander, says "we got far more(cas—
ualties) than we ought because we don't make our men do the basio things they
should, .

"Discipline and stundards have been croded., We better start reising them,"
Collins' comments come in a letter to Infantry mogazine objecting to publication of
a picture, which, he said, showed an infantry squad doing all the things it should
not do," -

Collins criticized the bunched up squad, "One grenade, one mortar round might
kill all of them or certainly kill a couple and wound all the others," he said,"Why
are four men without shirts when they are fighting?... i

. "Why are two men without a helmet on? How about those M=79 rounds and the
magazines on the ground, ihe ammunition belts in the dirts
"Who is looking out for the enemy?"

The farmer 4th Inf Div commander added: "What sort of lecdership acee: ta this
kind of performance and does nothing about it.,” Is there any in thot squad? Or
platoon? Or company?

"Now the +tragic thing is that this is not an isolnted instance, Just take o
look at many of the pictures that we put up in t'¢ halls of the Pentagon, that +~ou
have around the Infantry School, showing ren in the frin cobat situation and note
tow oftsn they are huddled together as in this case,

"Thats why wo g2t oo many casualties," (courtesy of TIE ARMY TIMES)

% AT e A
ek L |
;.. '

e P il e “{.‘,A‘ N flid \,
e A o
P Lo T o S et e, O e o i

S Y e 7 g A 2o

- -'r_"_ J'}'.p... N
’i‘!‘r 27 k)




vocember 1, 1970 The Gimlet page 5

Jon lares /Foéhards Adue

A mother concerncd for her son's safety led an E Company roconnaissance teem
to a tunnel where he and fou: VC cohorts 'veére hiding.

Working in coordination with a Provincial Recon Unit south-rast of Duc Pho,
the "Gimlets" werc lad by the VO's moth:r to the tunnel entrance concealed inside
2 hoolch.

"Je blew open the tunnel entrance and started digging," said recon platoon
ieader First Licuterant Peter L, Barili, Salisbury, New Hampshire, "We dug until
we came to a culvert vhich siightly overlapped with another, leaving a small £aD.
Ine mother bogzad to go dowm to %alk with her son.®

The anxious mother murriedly crawled to the gap in the tumnel, Barili added,
andl called to hor son. vrging him to come out. After arguing with him for ceveral
nibmtes, thz women returned. foilowed by an obedient son end two companions,

WHie friends told wus that no one 21Se vas in the tunnel," convinued Darili,
"rut when we started Lo cravl in to check it cut anyway, we heerd wvoiccs,"

The remaining VO were asain weged to come out, but no reply ceme from the
‘tunnel, A claymorc was thon set off anf two. VW soon scarmered threough the on-
‘trance,

till uncertain il anyone remained in the tunncl, Berili asked for a volun-
toer to go in and check it out, Private First Class Bill Mattson, Iron Belt, Wis-
oonsin, stepped forward,

Armed with & Flagllight and a .45 pisisl, Motioon o€eed hls gay isto tre coe
ern, and carcfully scarched the length of the thirty-foot tumnel, .Ho crawled out,
carrying an assortment of clothes.

The tunnel was subscquenily blown and later inwestigation rcvealed that one
of the three detainces was a2 security chiel of the local Viet Cong Infrestructure.
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THECHE'S SOITOTHING NOVING IN TIE IFDCE

by SGT JAFS WILTIIA

Again tonight we wait in horror, A flare goes off, it lights the sky,
Wondering if the dark brings sorrow- Who ewsr 2id it's. gonna dief

Sitting out the lonely hours, Rifles fire, grerades are thrown-
Getiing wet by sudden showers- Mertaras popped and clajymores tlown-
Minds in turrmeil, nerves on edre, Minds in turnoil, nerves on edpe-
There's scmething moving in the hedgo..ea. There's scuaething moving in the hedge
Wifles cocked, rounds are chambered, Seventy-nines and one~five-five
Whatevere's moving lives in danger, Kills everv <nemy alive;

Tu'a guiet again, we'll wait soneamore, Rifles fire, grenades are thrown,
The time will come to make ouxr noore; Mortare poppad, clavmores blovm-
¥inds in turmoil nerves on edme, Minds in tuwrmoil, nerves on edge,

There's something moving in the hedge.... There®s NOTHLNG moving in the hedge!

THE GIMLET welcomes literary cfferings from the field (from REMFs, too)-poems, shoxd
stories, cartoons...wiatever you heve, for publication., Contributions may be mailed
to The Gimlet, 4th Battalion, 21st Infankry, AFO BF 96217,

//Gm & Z Cq e

Thes U.Se Militory Assistonce Conrsud Victham has anmnouancd that sorvicemen who
have served four moniths in RVN but not more than eight are eligibdle for a 14 ~- day
leave., A soldisr requcsting the lcave must have alresldy pougnt-—-at hio owu expense
a return trip tickat before beginning his leave. He wmist also receive the approval
of his unit comnander,

The current Dcracxtment of Defense leave policy Wwatoh porndto © serviccmen to
take legve in RVN, other Asian countyics and Bawvaii remains intact.

If the request for leave ir approved, ihe following itemd must be in the sol~
dier's poss@asion for flight check-~in:

&, Valid passpozt and/or vica, if required for leave site
b, Up-to-date immunizatica ceriificate (DD Form757)

0. Appropriate lecave orders issucd by competent authority
d, Identification Tags (Dog Tags)

e.. Identification Card II Form2:i)

f. Ration Card (MACV Form333)

(Courtesy of US Army Command Information)
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Water in Vietnom oan often be more
dangerous to you +than the enemy, Nover
drink water unless you know for ceriain
that is is potable, Mcst of the water
in Vietnem comes frem surface scurces,
wells, or muniecipal systoms, These sourcs
es offer varying degrecs of water quality,
tat nearly all are contamirated or open to
contamimtion,.

Don't assume ,that 1i1eter is safe to
drink because you seec ‘he locel people
drinking it. They may liave built up an
immunity to the immurities in the water
over a long veriod of Llime,

A large mumber of illnesses can re=
sult from drinking impure wmier. Among these arce typhoid fever, paratyphoid fever,
cholora, bacillaxy dysentery, ancebic dysentory, common diarrhea, infectious hopoe
titis, and all kinds of bad things, Any of these diseases can makn you very Sick,

Vater is either parified by chemical treatment or by boiling dt. Freczing o~
ter will do nothing to purify the waters If you are in the field and can't got any
potable water, use iodine pills to purify the water——cne tablat per camtbeen of
clear water, two tablets per canteen of cloudy woter.

Water-borne disease rorely produces symptoms in its vietim bmmedintely aftor
he hor drunk the contemimted water. A certain period of time has to pass before
the vietim is stricken by the disease. During this period, known s the incubotion
period, the discaose organisms grow and reproduce within your body. Therefore, the
absence of any symptoms of illness for the first fow days aftcr drinking imure
wvater does not mean the water wms safe for you to drink,

How Dman) s
thrown to ocore 100 pointa?




