
((' ~-
, ' 4 '. ,, 

t-.l Jj t!~ 
Deooc.ber 15, 1970 . ~~~ 
\\D L // · D l . d · u c "s .. eT ~-e n. -. 

to as duckll or bug!sl,88 • 

Vol 3. No ;?. 

Due Pho 

Si.noo Jilly, 1970, four ducla; h:l.vo been attached. to the 4th Batte.lion, 21st In-'-
1antry. Ea.ch duck =ries a f our-= crew, consisting or a. driver, a llBin sunner 1 
a radio opore.tor, am a door gunner e.:cncd with o.n M60 li:Bchinogun. Tho teJ..n gunnc:: 
control.a · twin 73 oa.libtlr oonbi oegu.ns trot are eleot:rioaJ.ly opcu:ated and mountod on 
a. 1m::i:et. 

Sinoe th.air i.nt:roduotion, the duol<B rovo bean used in vo.rioo.a roles. 

"When we first star16d using them," s.1.ys Sareeant First Olaes Cho.rles Roberts, 
Oolumbu.s Geo:rgl.D., "our pri.m.ry job w.>.s t o ]?rovida security for Nl ilVN mine svae).) 
team;. We would set up a.t possible aob.uih sitos while tbs cd.no team oheokod out the 
road." 

contitlued on :pa,g9 4 
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V~ l0 r ·1 /7 i..v o .. r-J S 

fredd,·e Lo..z.o..r.v,s Sp 4 Cer<1 1J s°'" t oFF 
l!y direction of t he P:r:ooi.,1.e:-rl;, the Bron::o 
Star Me:~:-.1 is ai=ded t o 3p::-;,i:iJ te:t Ft ·,"J 

Freddie W. La.;,i,;:."ltS for ha • .,i..sm in connec­
tion wi th ground opera+,:i.ons a ~i.Lot a 
hostile foroo in t he Republ ic of Vietnam. 
Speoia.list Five Laz:i.r..is dis tiJleuishc-il 
lilinself by e.xoeption,'.llly valorous act io:i:i 
on 11 ~ptember 1970 while servinir a_q a 
l".edical. A.~ nttac-;_-;ro to O(i!;lf'!':-;y !) , 4th 
& :eta.lion, 21s t Infantry. On tl:a.t date , 
t he company was moving into a. night de­
fens i ve pos i tion sout,J1 of :C-,tc Pho when it 
=-ie· under intense fire fror.i. a Viet Co11g 
el=ent entrenched on a hil l . As the 
f'rien.ily unit movod toward covered pos i ­
t :i.ons , one of i ts me:nbers wa.s wounded ar..d 
fell in an o.:rea ex-
posed to further hos­
tile f:i.:re . Rea.oti ng 
immediately Md w:i. t h 
co.i:plete · M.o:iroc:ml 
fo:t his :[)(ll'Sonal safe 
ty, Spec. Ie.Zll'US 
:i:ushed. across an ex­
panse of open tex-­
:rain tci the side of 
his fallen fellow s ol 

· di.er. AftGr ·,cov.L"'8 
the 08,i;UA), ty behind 
the l!!.irt:' :1al cover l)'J:ovlded by a hedgerow, 

S1>eci o.li.st L:l.z:LrUs 1Ica·'"3d ths possi 1.i:'..J.i3;y 
of additiorol cmeey fire while sklllfv.l:ty 
adrni ;-;, s+,ering to tho wJunded man, until c. 
Medical Evacuati on Helicopt2r ext:r.nctcd 
the fallen sold.iet: . 'Ehrov~ his t ime:!.y 
a.nd oou=geous o.ct ions , Specialist to.:m.­
:i:us s erved a.s o.n ins_pirs.tion to his en­
til:e unit. His p9r~cr:,'\l heni .E<b1, p1.·o.f.1-1<'­
sionaJ. competence , o.r..i clovc-t::.c-u t o d.i ·::y 
a.re in keeping wi. t.li t ho highect tr:w.i t :;,.)n 
of t.ho mili to.:ry servioo t\00. ~noo~ w.-;,,,-st 
c.redit upon himself, the A.,oor ioa.l Divi­
sion, a.nd the Unitod 6-t;ates AJ:my. 

I 11.'\kc l-!ond:l.y Pill Day j 

By dii-ection of t he Presjdent the Bronze 
Star Heel.al i s aw:i.=:l<i!i to _,:pe,1-ialist four 
Gerald R. Sa.nto:Cf for h:;roism in c on­
neo t ion with mili to.:ry opera. t.ions .i.g:,.ilw t 
a hostile force in the Republic of Vic +.­
na.m. S)?ecin.J.int Four Santoff dlst;i -... 
ui::ihed h.i.msel f by val orous actions on 11 
80pte:aber 1970 while serving e.s a Rifle­
man with Comi;nny D, 4th Ba:ttal i on, 21st 
Izi~t:t.7. On th:i.t date the compc,.ny •.!3s 
moving iuto a. night defensive posi t i ou 
near Hi.ll 56 -when it was assl'ml ted by 
t en Viet Cong sol dier s . Ta.king l.l!Bllodi ­
e.te a c t i on, Specialist Santof f erewlci 
ten meters through the hostil e fusilla il.:1 
t o assist a_ comrod.e s ep..-.rated fi--om t he 

remnir,\er of tho c l e­
ment • Utilizing his 
his comrade ' s r:-.. ~o , 
he r epeat edl y b=ved 
the intense eneni;y b.:.r­
mge in order to call 
f or an cvac\12.t.ion hel­
icopter and aid tho 
platoon l eador in di­
recting =euvers. 
Through his timely ac­
tions , Specialist S~-· 
toff wes i Mtrumental 

to t h,-i:,~·':lng ·l;J-m dc t er::-.incd h,ic tile a-:;.:. 
ta.ck and served as an i ;i.sr,lration to hir-: 
em;;ire u;-.i.t . His perso~ l horolsn a:u.l 
dAvotion t o dut-1 a t:e in kecp5ng w·.:.t.'1. t ,1'.:: 
hi.Jti.cr,-!; tr:.i.d'i.tions of tl:e ru.l:Ltc.:;y RP.r­

v.ico · a.nd r efi:.;c -~ gr8".-t; creoj, t · upr,n :irim­
s cl f , tr.a Aliieric:i.l Div:.s:i.on, and t he 
Uni t cd Stat es Allny. 
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WITH TilE IM!EST ::mO?S, THESE }!Er! WILL BE C-OING HOME SHORTLY. I 

Headquarters!:!!!! Headgu=tcr s Comp?.ny 

Sp4 Robort KelleY•••••••••••••••••lFeb 
SGT John McGu:irc•• •• •••• ~•••• ••••29Jan 
SSG Ollie H. Bailey Jr•••••••••••• 5Fe-b 
PFC Ro..lph B~own•••••••••••••• •••• o3Fcb 
Spi1.' Edward Cotter ••• •• ••••••••••• • 4Feb 
l~t Jorey Webstar ••••••••••••••••• lJ~n 

Alpha Com-pa.ny 

SP4 Donald Carrell.•••••••••••••••4Feb 
PFC Timotey K:i.nna.man••••••••••••••4Fcb 

Br.1.vo Compa.ny 

Ch.'\rlio Company 

SGT Jcn.;1 W • Na.nley • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • n • 2.Fo b 
Sp4 Richo.rd A. Molhorn• •••••••• • •• • •• •4Feb 
PFC Willis :Bo.rtlctt • • ••••••••• • , o- • •~•4Fob 

Echo Comptmy 

SM James Bcomon • • • ~••• ••• ••• ~~~ ~~• •• 24Jan 

"Short!" 

LTC Rob~t A. Witter.••• •• •• .Dn Co=.nd~ 

lLT .Bil.ly J Orr • • • •••••• • • • • • • • · . ..kdjubnt 

PFC Gelle Colllng•••••••• • ••••••••••Editor 

The Gimlet is published bi- monthly under 
the supervision of tho Sl, 4th Battal ion 
21st Infantry, APO San Francisco 96217 ;.s 
a.n o.uthorizod publication. Opinions ox­

SP4 Gle.nAlt=ei •••••••••••••••• 4Feb pressed herein do not necesso.rily ropre-
SP4 Donald Lommori• • •••••••••••••• 2Fcb sent those of tho Dopa.rtmont of tho Army 

!Malaria. Is A Bummer-'ra.lco The Pill j 
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---continued fl:ot1 J?-;'l.($'3 1 
Speoialist Four j{irJ Thoma1;1 , Lim:l. Ohio , ::i.long with Roberts I has been with tb) 

cluoks from the start. . · 
'We 1ve had a lot of good times on the duo.ks, "recalls Thomas , ''but we ' ve . ('.lr.o 

had moments lolhen it was touch and go, 11 
• 

One morninG while pa.tl.'Oling south of Sa. Huynh, the duolm were ambushed. 
''I looked out the window, says Thor.ias, "and I could see bullets hitting in the 

rice pad.die.a on either side of the road. It souuded like hail stones hitting a. 'i:~ n 
l."Oof when l:ullets splatted against the sides . It ::ieemed like hours bofore our 73 1a 
fiDally ollased tho VC off. 11 

Roberts remembers the incident ·.ell because it ha.ppened the da;y before he •°\'!as 
to leave the ducks and go to tho :r.e..,x , 

11\f'tor we checked ourselves out , and found everything still attached, " recalls 
Roberts , 've continued sout.':I. In lllida.!:ternoon we W'e:..·o ambu»h.id e.e;s.in~ but ·thi s 
til1le we t,0t in high_ goa.r, and moved out of the area. 11 

Acco:rdi.nc to Thomas , who keeps a running to·i;al , the ducks have been shot r.t 16 
t i.Jn3s , wt have never had a casualty. Ho e.tt:ributes the fact largely to tho speed 
of the vehicl es . 

''They can (!}:) up to 70 mil es per hour, s o we can out run an ambush fairly eas i-
ly," ho says. 

Presently, the ducl<S a.re used oostly for support of ARVN units . To brid...,rse ·l;J:,o 
oonmmoir.a.tion gap, the crew enlists the aid of a 12 yea;r old· Vietnamer:e intcr ;.1rc·~c:.: 
=ad Sun. Dressed in cs.moufl :i.gcd fati&'Ues and oorabat boots , Sun accompa.niuu t :") 
duoks .daily. The relationship ms D',itual bcnofits ~ the orew leo.rns Viotri.~rJe:.e 
fran Sun, while he booooes oore nuont ia English. 

'fue ducks are nlso \16lcooe sights to tired ~ thirsty Ginlets hcadinG rock to 
LZ Dobbie a.J.'ter s.· patrol. When the troops a.re picked up by tho ducks I they = c.-:-­
pect to find oold s odas waiting for th01'l , oomplilllents of tho crow. 

In' the li ttlo over four iaonths tha.t they ~ve p;,.trolecl the area surrou..udin_r; 
Due Pho, the ducl<S ha.ve bEtcom.e readily recognizod oy· both ARVN and Aocrican sol\1-
iors-oven if they don ' t look l!luch like their fee.th1,rcd countcrp:u-ts, 

Construction is nae.ring oor.1pletion . on a clul 
t h::-.t will provi.do boor and sounds for a.11 4- 21 enli­
sted oon • The club is located next to the Alpha 
OO!iil)MY orderly rocm. 

According to Sergeant First Class William Sci.th 
who iD in charge of the club, the opening da.ixi ,ill 
bo in ti.l!le to h.:i.rrlle the holi~ party rush. 

· Sdg'eant Snith entites everyone in to have a. 
bce:c, listen to lilUSio, and let tho good times roll. 
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[qsy Not 
_, 

~ ooldiers are raooivincr inaccu...-:i.te Wormation .f.':rc:m 11gua.rd houno la.wyorn 11 on 
the ll1.1bjoot of less than hono1.-able disch:.u-,39s. Aa a rosult, oane soldiers bol.ieve 
that it is .fa.irly easy to have a. loss tb.'"1.11 hono1.'0.ble disobarae ch!l.ngQd onoe the indi-
vidual is s epoo:a tad .f'l:ora the oervice. · 

Severol of tha :ct~oro on this subject a.re boing spread in units, s tocrades o.nd 
ooffoe houses • 

.looording to the rwnors, o. less than ho.o.orablo disclul.rgo ~ be ch.'l.r.god i£ tho 
reoipient a 

o.. Obtains Congressional interest 
bo Pays a fee of S500 
0 0 W!lits six months , after which tho discharge o.utoma.tioally will be 

cha.nGed to honomble • 
.ll.11 of those rwaors O.l:c false . .furthomore, it is ra.:re tbo.t an unfi.wora.ble d.is-

0W.r8'() is ovor c..lJa.ngcd to hono1."tLbl.e . ' 
Some confusion oxisting in th.i.s o.rce.. m:,;y- rCi>eult from a. oortifioo.te iscued by tho 

fupartoerr!; of Ic.bor. An E.x:omp:l<'.J::r Rchl\bilit:i.tion Cortifioa.to mo.y be roquostod from 
t:io Dopo.rtment of Lo.borathrco yew.":o: following ~1 unfuvorable discho.rB'O• All the col.'­
tifioato indico.tes is th~t t.!1:i inilvidual concerned has mo.i.nt<'\ined a good GJ:!!llOcD,nn·: 
rooord o.nd bas incurred no police r ccc-rd durin6 tba three years following disol:>..:i.rsu 
The original ob=ter of the disoharge remains unoh::i.ngod. 

Two asenoies havo authority to er~ tho cl:..-mi.cter of a dischare;o once tho ind:i. 
vidua.1 has boon rele:\Se from uctivo dni-y. They o.ro the Army Discho.rgo Review Boo..--:e. 
ll.lld tho AXll'/9' Bo..=d for Co=ection of 1-iilitary Rooorda 0 Both of these bom:ds c,portl,:l;o 
under tho jurisdiction of the !"eoroto...7 of the ti:rmy. 

"Damned. pollutianl" 

Appe(\ls o.rc 'lllowed for 15 ycc.ru 
from the time of sepa.roti on f'rm 
se:cidce • However, in mollt C!'-'3<;0 1 
appo::\ls are concidored only wh,¼n 
't1.,ero is evidence of fraud or i.a­
prcpar procedure or when polioi0~ 
"ll.\iler wh.i.ch tho ori.ffilr.1 dioo~'\J:~ 
wa.s isSU.'ld l:)..'1"78 been ohrulged. 

( Courtesy of i..rt!l'/1 Nowo) 
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