“Ducks” Deﬁer}d1 Duc Pho
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At first light, four \‘ﬁ :
duoks head south out of Duo wE \)"\;- .
Pho, - These "ducks", unlika.
tha _fea.thﬂrad ¥kind, can'

fly « They're held ea.rth\

bound by four hge tims\
ani asored Malls that re-

senble squashed shoe boxes,

The anphibious wvehi-
oles are technically called
Commando V-100's, but are
almost exclusively referred to as ducks or bugzies.

Since July, 1970, four ducks have been attached to the 4th Battalion, 2ist In~
fantry, Bach duck carries o four-pon crow, consisting of a driver, a maln gunner ,
a radio operator, and a door gunner ermecd with an M60 machinoguns The main gunno=
oontrols twin 73 caliter machineguns thet are eleotwically oparated and mounted on
a turret. :

Since their intéc;t‘iuatinn, the ducks have been used in various roles.

™hen we first startdd using them," says Sexgeant First Class Charles Roberts,
Golunmbus Georgla, Mour primary Jjob wes to provide security for an ARVN mine sweep
team, We would set up at possible anbush sites while the mino team checkod out the
road, "
contimed on page 4
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By direction of the Frecileni, the Bron-e
Star Me'cl is awvexded to Speocialist Fivo
Freddie We lamssmis for heralism in conngoe
tion with ground operations asinst a
hostile foroe in ths Republic of Vietnam,
Specialist Five lamrus distinguished
himself by exveptionally wvalorous actions
on 11 September 1970 while serving as a
Medieal Aifaw aktartiol to compary b, 4th
Bzttalion, 21st Infantry. On that date,
the company was moving into a night de—
fensive position south of Tuc FPho when it
cane under intense fire firom a Viet Cong
element entrenched on a hill, As the
frienily unit moved toward covered posie
tions, one of its members was wounded and
fell in an area ox-
posed to further hose
tile fire. Resoting
immediately and with
corplete  &fowomard
for his personal safe
ty, Epece. Iazarus
rushed across an exe-
panse of open ter-
rain to the side of
his fallen fellow sol
‘dier, After  poving
the casvally behind
the mirdnel cover provided by a hedgerow,
Specialist Lasarus braved tha possilility
of additional enemy fire while skillfviliy
admizistering to the wiunded man, until o
Medical Fwountion EHelicoptzr extracted
the failen soldier., Throvsgh his tizely
and courageous oactions, Specialist larn-
ras perved 2s on inspirction o6 his en-
tire unite FHis perscral hersism, profei-
siomal competence, ard doveiicn fo du'y
are in keeping with thke highest {radition
of tho military servico and »oflood grost
credit wupon himself, the Amorical Divi-
slon, and the United Eiates Aruxy,
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By direction of the President the Bronze
Star lledal is awarded to Spevialist fourx
Gerald R, Santoif for heroism in cone
neotion with militory operations agninst
a hostile foree in the Republio of Vied-
nam, Specinlist Four Santoff disti
uished himself by wvalorous actions on 11
Saptember 1970 while serving as a Rifle-
man with Compony D, 4th Battalion, 212t
Inpantry., On that date the compeny wms
moving into a night defenzive position
near Hill 56 when it was assanlted by
ten Viet Cong soldiers, Taking irmmedi-
ate action, OSpecialist Santoff crawled
ten meters through the hostile fusillade
to assist a comrade separated from the
remainder of the ele-
ment , Utilizing his
his comrade's raiioa,
he wreventedly braved
the intense ensmy bor-
rage in order to call
for an evacuation hel-

icopter and aid +the
platoon leadeor in di-
recting Dancuvers,

Through his timely ac-
tions, Specialist San-
toff wes instrumental
to thworiing the determined hoctile as=
tack and served as an inspiration o hin
entire w"it, His personal heroisn and
devotion to duty are in keeping with tha

highest +traditions of the militery ser-
vice -and refloct greei credit-upon aim-

self , the Awmerical Division, and the
United States Axmy,
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17 WVILL BE GOING HOME SECRTLY |

Charlioc Company

EP4 Robeort Ell&yltllt.t-biilI-I.‘lFﬂb
SGT John mm-il.liilnliiiiiitng'm
855G Ollie H. Bailcy JrecssssssscssdrFeb
PFC RI.'Llph B]’.:Um-..-t-llaaiiiiiiit&is‘ﬁ‘b
S Edvard CotteTesssnsnssanssssssdFeh
1t Jﬁmr Webstoresesesccesesssessldan

Alphn Company

Sﬂ Dﬂnﬂ-ld. mu-----.-----a--a-ﬂ&b
PFRC Timothy Kinnaman,sessssesssssesdFchb

Bravo Company

Sp4 Glen M‘tmilili---ilIilbillf‘Fﬂh
3?# Donald Iﬂmj--iinlilifl-r-iutﬂﬁh

SGT Jerry W. ManleFeseesssssenesssssna2Feb
51'.'4 Richard A, HElhornl.l'iii". .-a.ﬁnpd-FBb

PE‘G Will::—s Mtlctt-Ii'll'lillﬂit“iiﬁiwub

Echo Company

51)4 James Bﬂﬂmninlall‘illilli“iIl.‘J'lJI-?q'J:m

"Short!"
LTC Robert A, WitteresssessssBn Commrnd.r
ILT Billy J OrCeessssscsssssess. hdjutant
PFC Gone CollingsssscsssessessssesBEditor

The Gimlet is published bi-monthly under
the supervision of +the 81, 4th Batialion
21st Infantry, APO San Francisco 96217 ==
an authorized publication, Opinions ox-
pressed herein do not necessarily ropro-
sent those of the Department of the Army

Malaria Is A Bummer--Talke The Pill
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D UUCK S o som o

Specialist Four Kim Thomas, Lim Ohio, along with Roberts, has been with @
duoks from the start. ; i

Mio've had a lot of good times on the ducks,"recalls Thomas, "but we've .0loo
had moments when it wvas touch and go." x

One morning while patroling south of Sa Huynh, the ducks were ambushed.

"I looked out the window, says Thomas, "and I could see bullets hitting in the
rice paddies on either side of the road. It sounded like bail stones hitting a Tin
roof when tullets splatted against the sides, It seemed like hours before ocur 75°'s
finnlly chased the VC off,"

Roberts remembers the incident well because it happensd the day before he «wmas
to leave the ducks and go to the rear. '

™ ftor we checked ourselves out, and found everything atill attached,™ recalls
Roberts, ™e contimied south. In midafternoon we weie ambushed egin, but this
time we got in high gear, and moved out of the area."

According to Thomes, who keeps a running total, the ducks have boen shot ot 16
$ings, ut have never had a casvalty. Ho attributes the fact largely to the specd
of the wehicles,

*  Mhgy can go up to 70 miles per hour, so we can out run an ambush fairly easi-
1ys™ he says.

Prosently, the ducks are used nmostly for support of ARVN units. To bridge the
commmnication gap, the crew enlists the aid of a 12 year old Vietnamese interjreuox
named Bun, Dressed in camouflaged fatigues and combat boots, Sun accompanics Lho
ducks.daily, The relationship hos matual benefits as the orew learns Vietnomese
from Sun, while he becones nore fluent in English,

The ducks are also walcome sighis to tired and thirsty Gindets heading back to
LZ Dobbic after a patrol. Vhen the troops are picked up by tho ducls, they can o~
poct to find cold sodas waiting for thom, compliments of the crew.

In‘the little over four months that they have patroled the area surrounding
Duc Pho, the ducls havo become recadily recognized by both ARVH and Amecrican sold-
iers——even if they don't look much like their festhered countorparts,

et The Cood limes Kott

Construction is nearing completion .on a clul i ‘
that will provide beor and sounds for all 4-21 onli-
sted men o The club is located next to  the Alpha
compeny orderly Troom,

According to Sergeant First Class William Smith
vho 1is in cherge of the club, the opening daie will
ba in time to handle the holiday party rush.

"Sdpeant Snith envites everyone in to have a
beer, listen to music, and let tho good times roll.
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Many soldiers are receiving inaccurate information fram "guard house lawyera" on
the subjeot of less than honorable discharges. As & result, some soldiers believe
that it is fairly easy to have a less than honorable discharge changed once the indi-
vidual is separated from the gcervice. :

Several of the mors on this subject are boing spread in units, stockades and
ocoffee houses,

Lcoording to the rumors, o less than honorable discharge may be changed if tho
reoipients -

as Obtains Congressional interest

bs Pays a fee of §3500

os Walts six months, after which the discharpge automatically will be
changed to honorable.

L1l of those rumors ae false. Furthermore, it is rare that an unfavorable dis-
charge is over changed to honorable, , ;

Some confusion existing in this arca may rosult from a certificate issued by the
Dopartnent of Inbor, 4An Excmpleyy Rchabilitntion Certificate may be requestod firom
tiae Dopartment of Iabor-three years following an unfavorable discharge. All the con-
tificate indicates is that tho iniividual concerned has maintained a good amploynmnm.
reoord and has incurred no pelice record during the three years following dischorge
The original choracter of the discharge remains unchanged.

Two agencies have authority to changme the charactor of a discharge once the indi
vidual has becn release from active duity. They are the Army Discharge Roview Board
ard the Army Board for Correction of Military Records, Both of these boavds oporunie
under the jurisdiction of the “ecretary of the /rmy.

Appenls are allowed for 15 yeooxu

\l{(} N from the time of semaration from
3 secrvice » However, in most cppuo,
Poil appeals are considered only whan
/ }‘}} there is evidence of freud or in-

[ proper frocedure or when policicy

usder vhich +the originel dischorge
was 1ssusd have becn changed,
(Courtesy of Lrmy Nows)
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LOOK ACE,..."FOR
CANDY AND NMUTS THIS VEAR, HOl

GET THE
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_ABOUT A HOP TO HONG KONG //




