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Recon. Na.s Busy Wee k 
in the run from one el ement of recon, foJ:i. ''nla men on the last bil:d s3,w 

three VC had t he misfortune t o ~~.,. five VC in the open about . 250 

on into another. The colllsi~r ~~. yards from the LZ. They could sec 

was fo.tal to all tli_i-ee. ~; t~#~(' ,r---..that ~e were ca.rryiog -weapons. " 
~ ~ ~ -a.~'-,-~ p 

The face to face CO'l- ;~ -~,/~~~~;?-,~1-~r=~;~id. reoon plc,.toon 14.'l.d7 
<((,ZJ~ --1!.k ~-"b-., - - . 

i'ronta.i;ion occurred when " \cl ·, -~"iijiJlfJf7"er First Lieutenant Pete:c L . 

' . lY1 ~~ ~- _,. . . 
three elements of recon j·:~\' -~ Ba.rili, Salisrury New H!lmpshL-re 1 ~r---~~ 
were hesdi.ng back to LZ ~i~~ in desoribing the start of the early 

Debbie after searching ;-'32J/f:,f J_ 1 1,1:71 evening action that would net the Git-c~ 

8Jl area three miles ~
1 

\.~4, ;; \· (_I lets two kills a.nd four ca;,tu:res. 

SO)ltheast of Due Pho~f t\~fJdl//~! ~~-'.f~t . Tm enem.v •,ere spied when reocn 

'My element had just come from our lti&,_~V,'IBS bei.ng inserted into an area 

ambush pos i tion•"· <iaid squad l eader Sergeant 
Robert Carter , Norfoll•. Virginia, "and we 
were walking toward Debbie on a well used 
trail. II 

Walking point for the eight man element 
wa.s Specialist Four Orlando A. vila. , Sa n An­
tonio, Texas. 

''I came to. a. texxl. in the tr.µ]., said 
Avila, 11a.nd when I rounded the corner~ I 
s:i.w the three VC walldng toward me. 'l'hey 
saw me too; and we both started shooting." 

~ 'l;'C ,-mt t:611 Ollly got of f two 
shots , Avila ea.id, ·before his SEE rifle 
j a.m:ood . Avila 's M-161 however, wa.s in good 
world..ng order, a.nd bis rurst of firE kill,.i:l 

continued on ~ge 4 

f our miles southeast of Duo Pho. 

''We immedi.'.l. tel.y called for g,.\11" 

ships , 11 said :Bari.li, "and they worked 
over the a.:r:ea with rockets end· ma,­
ah:iJ.10gt>'lS . After they pulled out , lll:l 

swept the =ea but couldn't f:!.ni e.rw­
thi.Dg. " 

The clement under ·Barili doubl~d 
back over the area., a.nd. headed for 
the boa.ch 700 meters a.way to link up 
with s.nother element th.'l.t was set up 
a.s a blocking fci:ce • On tho ·way thoy 
spotted a. hootoh. 

11When we apprroched the hootahj 
smaJJ. a.ms fire oame from inside 11 , 

continued on pago 4 



The G:iml.et 

With the addition of Vermont, eight s tates are now ofi'ering a Vieti= v9tere.n ' s 
bo_,ms . The bo.nases r :mge: in amot:.nts !'ram o. na.t $100 j.n Illinois, toi a. mo.x.ir.nun ra.to 
of $750 in Pe:insyl va.n.ia. 

The only military paperwork l'leeded is the DD214 scpa.:ra.tion form. Since the 
states vs;ry in tl,e ar.iount i;.a.id , and a l so application proceu'.lres it would be '.:>est to 
get the straight story f'rora t he appropria te state offices . 

Here 1s the list of states a.nd. the :.::€''l]?ective addl."esses to get more infanu.,1.tion1 

1. Vermont 
MilitaJ."y Dept. of Veterans Affairs, 
Sts.te Vet.::lrar.s Affairs Office , 
City Ball,' 
Montpelier, Vt. , 05601 

2 • . Connecticut 
Offioe of the Treasurer, 
Vietnam Bonus Division, 
15 Lewis ·St. , 
·Ha..ri.furd, Conn. , 06ll5 

3. ~ela,-e.:r:e 
Vetera.n.s Milit.,xy Pa.'y Division, 
1224 King St, · 
'IJ,Jmington, Del. , 19081 

4• · I1Jino5s 
Illinois Veterans COlillllission . . , 
211 w. Jefferson St. , 
Springfield, Ill. , 62704 

No~ · Of Cases (1970) 11 

Alpha ••••• • • ••• •••• • •• •.• • • •••• ~- • ... . . ·2· 
B:tavo •• ~. ·-••o••· ·············· · ·· ··••5 f!ha,rlie ••• • •• •••••• • ••• •••• ••• • · •• •• •• • 5 
Del~.• • • • • • • • •• • • .... • • • • • • • • • • • • o O •• t..4:­
EGb.o ••• •••••••• •••••• • •• • •••••• ••• •• o~ ... · 

BHO ••• •• • ••• • • •• •• • •• •• • ••• • • •• • • • • • • ~"i·• 

5 • Louis ia.na. 
Department of Veterans ' Affairs , 
Vietnam Barus Divisio..,, 
O~d State Capitol, 
Ba.ton Rouge, La., 7oe.01 

6. Massachusetts 

1. 

- "Ti-ea.surer ':i orn:ce, 
Room 227, State Ra-.se, 
Booton; }lass_- , 02133 

Pennsvl vau.ia. 
Vie~ Bonus·Burea.u 
1~ S. 2n.i S·t., P.O. Box 415 
Ha:rrisburg, Pa.., 1'(108 

s. South Dakota 
· Veterans Department, 
State Capitol, 

.Piel.Te, S.D. 57501 

LTC Robert Ao Witter.• • • o ••.,En (',01!1!!l,.1.IXlcr 

lllr Dilly J Orr•• •• • • ••.• ••~ ~•~ • ~djutan·~ 

PW Gene Colling •• • •• e • ••• • • •• • • •.Editor 

The Gimlet is published bi- monthly un:1er 
the supervision of the Sl, 4th Batta.lion 
21st Infantry, APO San F'rancisco 96217 
as a.n authorized. publication. Opinions 
expressed herein do not necessarily 1."e­

pre~ent those of the, Dept. of the Army 
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Sp6 Ba.rold. Gates ••••• • • •••• • ~~~- ~~5Feb 
PJ'9 John 3ilbik ••••• ;; ••••• •• ;o;;. ~2Z?cb 
SGT Micha.el MoKenm••••••• ••••••••22Feb 

Alpha ComPMY 

Sp4 Miobaol Forrest.; ; •• ; ; .~ •• ;.;~23Feb 
Sp4. James F:cyman ••••• ~ • •• ••••• ~.~. 20Feb 
FPO Alphonza Jrunes;;; ; •• •• • ;; ••• ;;29eb 
51:>4 Jerome Sheska ••• ; •• ~~ •• ;; ••• ~~22Feb 
P!U ~b:cris Tumer••••••••••••• • ••• 25Feb 

:i!:r2vo Comp::u,y 

SP4- w~yne G~cnil, • •• •• • • ;~;~~;~ ••• ;22.reb 
S-i)<1. Christopher Liou.rile; ••• ~~~~ ;;.2,.Feb 
PFC E.i68lle Tcrylor ••••••••••••••••• 23Feb 

ORIGmA.L DEBOSa 

18-19 Feb 
20-21 Fob 

22 Fob 
23 Feb 
24 Feb 
25 Fob 

.Oha.rlie Com;oont 

ADJUSTED 'ID I 

1 Jan 
2 Jon 
3 Jen 
4 Jan 
5 Jan 
6 J!'.'.n 

Si>4 Stephen ·K&rpieJ.·.-; ;;; ~; •• ;;.;;;~; ; ;20Fab 
61>4 Danny Hood •• • ;~;~~. ;~~~ .• • • ~. • eoe;20Feb 
SP4 l.()nnie wk. JX'~~ ~~ ~ ~ • ~~ ~ • •• o ~::. : ~22F~b 
PIU Thomas Riggs.; •• ,.; ; •• ;; ••• ; ; ;.; ;23Feb 
PiC Jamee Swanson•••••••• • • •~ •••• • • ••24Feb 

Del ta _9ompany 

SP4 Jamee Pollc•• ••••••• •• ••• •••••• ••• 22Feb 

~ Coinpany 

SP4 Joe Guntor••••••••••••••••• ;~ .~~.25Feb 
SGT mwnl.U Kupa•••••••••••• • • •~ ••••••~(]Feb 



Jon~ 1, 1971 Tho Gimlet ·--two VO and wounded the thixd. / / . · r o... \. t -co-:it1i:uoo tram pa(;'O 1 
!ale ,rounded VO t!>ck off down a hedcre,.'Ow, Avila- said . l'a.'rt of the element 

ohase, headed him off, and killed him. 

page 4 ... 

"'They were apParently try:ing to ev:i.de another olement mov.ing behind them ,man 
they bumped into us, " sa-id Carter. 

The rea son t he VO only c;ot off two shots was evidsnt'when i t \ras discovered that 
one of Avila' s rullcts had OD:?.shed the chamber of the 6KS. 

Inside· the hootch tho Gimlets · found two VO killed a.loll8' with a . 45 pistol, an 
»-2 o:i.rb.ine, and six hand grcnadeo • 

. The element oon't.inued on towai'<i the beach. As they moved down a trail, they 
spotted a man :ruruiin8 into a f:..;nJ1y-m.l"Jkor tha.t wati loc:1.ted a short dist:mce off the 
tl:ail. 

"It looked suspicious, so we ordered everyone 6ut of the bunker," said Ba.rill , 
The only people to come out were uoccm and children, so wo yelled in tellil'Jcr the m."'J'l 
~ bad one more cho.nce to come out. 11 

~ JI!® !lid o. d®bie to.ke when no'f1 ,one,. put four VO hgsitantly- WEtlked out of t ;1e 
bmkor. " 

· 'Whep we finally-· mGt the othor clement on tho b~-ch, wa had a. ff!'.r stories to 
tell them," pn.id Ilar:l.li . 

-------------- --

o ioers and en isted men w,10 h_..,,_.. 
e:rvm. 'Wit h the 23rd Division f'rom 1967 on .. 

ellig!.ble to join the Division ' s Vote~· 
e Asscciation 

Benof !.ts inolude o. monthly newslctte:,;-s 
tine ptivilcdges, monthly meetinas, ~1:1.: 

t.-olmions, and ollig:1.bility- for office. 
~ oppl.y for membo~p wri tea . . 

23rd. Di vision•Voran!J Assooiation 
P O. llox 1281 lloston Mass 021 

j Don1t let & laria Mil:e You a Vegeil:able j 
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'" )/,) _I 
Tho O:imlot . 1- -L 

lrcops &\ 

·-l.:'- ' 
The heat is'l one of the hard. fo.cte of• 

life in Viet.-i.am, and it ct1n kill you if you 
aran1t careful. lloo.t exhaustion, he<1t stroke 
heat . ra, ·'i end sun rum can b:;- avoidlld if you 
are caxef'u.l. Heat stroke ia the most dancer­
ous of these injuries and rua.y be fatal. 

.... 

t'/';/ ( 
\ ·, : The two m:ist ililpartant ,mys to prCJVent 

/ ~ yourself i"rom becocinc a heat caeualty are 
(. <..._ I to be su.re that you drink eno1J€h water and 
) \ take extm s:ilt. A.pprox:ir,ately eix to eight 

(' \ \ 1 qua1.-ts. of w::1ter per day per !!Ian should be ~~-
) \ ) , , • · · , Vll.ila,le for troops enaagoo in tactical opd~ 

1 i t ..... ... .. <---..\ ' a-tion. ·· 

> l ,L~- /4~ \"-,... If you are a. new arrivnl in Vietnam, you ( f .. ,, '"" \,, .. ~~~are probabl:_,:, IIX>re susceptible to oolt 'WSter 
•' ~fr-:--' .::.( .£ depletion than o. man who h..'\s be~in here longe-i::, 

J. • · ' / )r - \ f~~ Troops enee,,,-ed in field opo:z-ation may . _. ... lose 
.' §·• ·'- { /4~+? i"rom one to 12 qua.:rts of 1-~ter onch clny by 

' . \ ) ;~~y swea-tincr. :Be cnreful1 t('_ke ext~ salt. Rea-. ~.,: ·, ?/ ;)J,/ vy- s.;:lt1t_18 of food a.t mealtime is• t he b~s-~ 
~'\ .. L- ~ Q i~a way to ineest extra salt. However, :Jl. ex-

/9 ~ ~ ~ .,,/ ./Jf/1 
tremely hot weather nnd when doin-:; prolon. ged 

~
. t,;_,.-/ .. ,,// jham worlc, salt in your drink io necesS:?.ry. 

~~ , ...... ~ .- ~ --- -..v 
.,, ~ ~ --~- ✓✓ .> 

~he most serious heat i;~l,IJ."1-~,1\oo.i ~ j.o• ~11('..bk ~ 111w ere::,),~ 
will norDBlly have· red, dry, hot, non-sweat:tna skin, may be uncansoious or delirious, 
and in some oases, oay have convulsions. Steps should be taken at onoa to lower the 
v.l.otim'e body tempernture. This cnn bo done by reIIDving the cneue.lty1s clothing, pour 
illg water over the patient and fann:mg. . 

· Hea.t eXbau.etion, whi.oh results f:rdlll salt end wter doJ?lotion shown, symptoms of 
we:b, pale skin. If tho onsual ty is conslJ.oue, give him water clontain:lng two ground-·J.i) 
mlt tablet II per o.?.ntc.n. For heat rarui, . wash with soap Md wa.ter, and o::a::pose th..i 
mah to air,· rut not to ilirect sunlight. . ~ to w-.r clean olothes and keep tho sk:ill 
clean. .A.lao, incroaso your fluid intako..; · 

-----------
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