
6'-Cl veS 4./21 
On 12 Ja-llUary, Lieutenant Oolonel Robert A. Witter. completed his colllnand of the 

' ,1th J.at~J.ion, 21st Infantry. In a c~e of command ceremony- att~ded by M;i,j')~ 
GeneraJ. James L. :&ldw:in, and Brigadi er (~,;,11eraol ~:hcoclo:i:e c. Mi-taxis, me {H-t;i>6r 
tu:.:nea: 1J11er his conr.iand to Lieuten.mt Colon(j)l Ven-ion :a. Sones. 

,' 

LTQ Witter mnnunod comm.-ind of the Ba-ttalion abrup·bly when hi.s ·predecessor, Liou· 
ten..'lllt c&;oriel Robert L. Har_rr>r ,,,,,.o wounclc.,d by ·snipe: fi:.:,e in July. 

Dur.l.ng hill six month tour with the Battalion, the GiJ;ilets have pit constant 
pressu.re .. on the enemy~ O!le of If.rC Wi-L-ter1 s· na-jor sucoes:rnri was keop:i.ng V-C ha~d.s out 
of the Rice Bowl, Since ho EHl S'..uM•l c:.,::noand, 109,709 ·pounds of rlce ha,i hecu confis­
cated, deny:lng tile E?nemy a ;pr~.m-ry reso·=ce • . 

4--2 1 R.ec0-_p 
2 J ali,-SP4 J ohnny Ojeda,, Ia?ucn,_,·~-;)~C..-a-. -, 
while on a mission ,-r.ith D Co., alort­
l y spotted a booby trap const:ructed of . , .., .. 
wo R?G I a and a trip wire across ·"the 
trail, 

7 Jan . ~ Co , ong'.i:t,cd one VC/lTVA movic1g 
d°'-m a trail southwest of fuc Pho. ·,-:ae­
fllll t s I one VC;NVA k.illod. 

11 Jen.-whilo on a eea:ro: ... ___ _; .:._ _.,_ 
lllis r-:i o:n . southwest Cif :!)uo Pho, C ·: -~. 
opot·~ed e.n enemy soldier, va:lkincr d°'-n,1 a 
t:r!ail . The Gimlet s engaged him with 
small arms killine; him and confisc.T~:ing 
a 1>aok containing am:!llmition and var­
i ous supplies. 

. 13 Jan.-- D Co. d-iscovcrod a booby t:ra:p 
! n:rc,do out of an lT.- 16 bandol eer. I t con­
, tainocl rocks in all the pockets except 

0110 ltllich was packed with C-4 and metal 
st:i:ipo . It was t riggered. by a p:i:cssu:ro 
release device, The booby tre.p was 
dca ',;ro od in lace. 

The development of the fis.hing villo 
of HaJ. Non hao b,:i-en anoth9:i: of J.«C Wit­
ter1s accollll)lishmen-ta . Under hls guid­
ar.ce, Hai Mon has pJ:Pvlq~ a secure homo 
for the people wh9 had bec,n rendered home 
l ess by the enemy. 

Ill'C i-ii t-ter displayed t he highest 
dC£l:C!l of combat leadership and b:ravo:1:-y 
a-s evidenced by his participation ill ovc,;;: 
200 hours of flight time in col!lbat ns­
saw.t o and direct combat suPport. On nu­
mc.>rous occasions Iiro Witter ~tent m1t wj_th 
the line com;panies for periods of scve:ml 
da;!S a·b a time to got a :luii. grasp of tho 
t~ctical situation by personal obsorvn­
tion. 

Fiis (?;C..'lUino concgm for and undcr­
stand:l.ne; of th0 p~oblems f acod bf tho mm 
in the field b:rou,!ht the rea:Pect :md 
g1~ti tudc of a-11 t hose under his oo!IJllaX\Ct 
Re':•stated t .hat his foromost conoem war.: 
the C>.afo rctuin homo of a l l those whn 
oervcd under his coimland. 
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I i)( · ,~;;;as;(· Ne w 
The ''Gimlets " c f 4/21st salute :md \<i;lt'l <,;orne tho r,c:w B,l'~t,.:,il .lon Corum,i.ndcr LTC Vox:n.'ln 

B. Sones. Tho following is a biogmphical okotch of t ho new Comnanlor. 

NI\ME1 Veman B. Somis 

DOB1 28 December 1933 

F0ll1 .Butler, Pennsyl vania 

EtlM:T.LY1 ififo and Throe Sons 

CIVILI!lN JIDUCATION1 
a . ~,11e· Pennsyl vania State Uniwrsity-llachaior of Science Degree 
b. Univorsit'<J of Pittsburgh--UJ,stor.s Degr.eo. 

SOURCE OF COMI-rtSSION: ROTC 

MILITARY EDUCAT:CON1 
t:14. Ehg.inoor Of fic:o:,:r.s Basic Course 
b. Ranger School 
c. Airborne School 
d . Jumpmaster · School 
c . Psychological Opcrationa Officers Course 
f • S-.vec.ial Warfare Of f icers Course 
g . Infantry Officers Career Course 
h. Axmy Conmand and General Sta:ff College 

MILITARY ASSIGNMENTS1 
a . 'iracu.ity-U.S. Army Ehgl.noc r School, Fort· :Sclvoir 1 Virginia 
b. Pl atoon Lcp.dor--547-l;h Comba,t l!liginoor Bn, Germany 
c . /udo-cle- Camp--Colllllanding G<moral1 7th Army Support Col!Y:land 1 Germany 
d. Platoon Lead.or-10th Combat Enginee r 'Bn1 Fort Campbell, '·Ko.·r l,,icky 
o . Platoon Lcader--50l s t Infantry, lOls-l; Airborne Division, 

Fort Campbell, Acntucky~ · --··· 
f . PJ.fle Company Comn:andor-50lst Infant'r.y1 101st Airborne Division, 

Fort Campbell, Kentucky 
g . s-;i. 501st Ihfantry, 101st A:trborne Division, Fort Campbell, Kontucky 
h . G-5 Advisor-7th ARVN Division, V:Letnam 
i. Infantry Battalion .11.dviRor-7:';;h ARVN Division, Vietnam 
j . FacuJ. ty--Uni t ed State's z.ti.litary Acndemy- · 
k. Assistant G-3- Hoadqua;rtera, XTIV Corps, Vietnam 

-!H<·!H(-!l-lf¼lf-H··W 

Ill'C Sones has issued the f'ollowing ~ SIC ]UIDlfi.MEN'ThLS OF COMB/\.T 

FUNDAM!llTt..I,S TO BE EMPH!l.SIZFID BY IllDIVIW./1.L SOLDI ~S1 
-1. Physical cm1dition:iiig"'" - -- -

2. Alertness 
3~ Li/Jht and noise discipline 
4• Fire discipline 
5 • Weapons mrk srnanship--a:11 or(lallio smll ams 

(oontimlod on page 6) 
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Hqadqunrtoro ~ He,vlguartcra Co□pany 

FV2 Vcnoo Aragon , .... ..... o ... ~o-•• • • • • ol.Mir 
SP4 Na.rk :Bradley •••• • ••• o • • • ·. --: ·. -~·-; ;·.-1~..r 
S1'4 Richard 11Btthows • • • •• • • •• • •••• • 3r.nr 
SpS El:1wa1Yl McGinl0y, • •o • •• ooo o •. • • ,2M3r 
Sp4 Willie M.illor •••••• o••••••••o••l~r 
Sp4 Car lo Rago . ,, ••• , •• , ... ..... ... ... 2l'Tar 
Sp5 Eiwa-rd Taylor, .,•,, o, ., . , •• o, , , 3!;2.r 

NORM\.L Di7ROS 
27 Feb 
28 Fob 
1 Mlr 
2 liar 
3 ~hr 

0

MlRE DROl'S! 
ADJUSTED 'J,P 
15 Jan 
17· Jan 
18; 19, 20Jon 
;21; 22 Jan 

.2.31 2.4 Jan 

S~4 Merl o Griffin, o••·•••• •• • •• ••••••3 I~ 

SGT Thoma rorson • ••••••• • ••• ~ • • •• ,. ~2 ?rr.r 
Sp4 Ia.rry Reiasig, • .••• • ••. • •, ., •• , • , 2 'M:1r 

Del-ta Comp;my 

Sp4 Harold Anderson ••.•••• ,. • ••• •••• , 2 ?•hr 

-E~ Compmy 

SGT Terry Hun su. clear • • • •••••• • ••• •• • •• 3 M:t,r 

No. Of Cascii 
COMPANY . . . . . . lfOV"-JCJ' I 
Alpha .• o- •• • •..-• • •••• ••••••••• • • • • • • •:, ••• 31 

MV.JiJUt, lOSERS :OOX 

Brav:o ..... ; ............. " ............ ... . ; • •• 5 
Charlie •• ~••·••••• • •••••••• ••~•·• ••• ~•~•7 
Dolta . ............ ... ; ....... ; . . ... .. . . ~ ...... 6 
Echo . . . .................. . ; · ...... .. ..... ; •• • 21 
_!!He J- 1 •l 1- ~ J ~ ..... W ~ .. V ♦ ♦ •• e ••• 0 e O •• e •• ♦ •• ♦ • ♦ • e l 

I 

-----·· Um· Bi-1~1y• -J-;Ol?r •-•-• ·• • ... •·• •. • ...... • •0 J~clju tanL . . . ' . . . . . ~ . . 
'SGT Paul Covintrton, •• • •• c. • • , ,. o • • . 28]:'ob 
Sp4 Uo'.lg Iner-am.,•• o •• oo o • o, o .,, .... 191:'ob 
Sp4 Ronnie RiAbY• • • ••• ••!••• • • ••o •el9Fob 

I·hlaria Isn I t Worth The Flassle--,1,J:ako 
THE PIL.Lt 

l?FO Gen~·- e·q).l:l!lg C • C O C. ♦ ♦ O O • e O O ♦ • • • e ♦ •• Etli~t:J!t" 

Tho Gimlet is published bi-m:inthly under 
tho supervision of tho Sl, 4th llatto.lion 
21st Infantry, i,',.'O San F.ranoisoo, 96217 
as an autho:dzed publication. Opinions ox 
pressed- heroin do not ncoosearily ropro·· 
sont those of tho Department of the /lrey 
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J\ . 
/-tu/a.rd~ A-es etl t e d lrn_po..c t 

· Impact ~wards ,1ere· presented. to five members of Cbai;lie. Company ·on · 4 January 
at the _stand down art?-<\ r.,or aotions which ocrmrrcd tho night of ?o December. The 
awa.rds were presented r:j;~t~do Colll11ander Colonel John L .. -Insani. • 

. .. . . . 
On the n.tght of 26 Deoomber, Charlie Company wa.s set up in their NDP wht?.n a 

mechanical amrush was set off, end ini tiatcd the aotion that ww.ld merit tho , (Hm­
letl!!. the awards for bravery and valor. The recipients of the valor awards and 
accounts of their indi Vidual actionii follows: · · 

SSG Donnie Watterson-Silver Star · 

Finding-two dead VC·and· an 14-14 with aoope, two AK magazino1;1, one claymoro, and 
intolligenco documents at a recently Mitonated MA. si to, the pat,:rt,l, iias fii:oo. i,lpon by 
a sqUp.d sizo . enomy elE:ment., Rocoi v:lnt; nuxdo:rous hostilf J:i,:tl!t . ~8? ?at-torson, wi t i1 
amazingly quJ.ck and her.oio actions covered tho retreat, of hi~· -four comrades and 
killed one• enemy V().. His actions arc crodi tcd with saving tl:io ;li vea . of .l)j:b four 
CO!l?Xados and the eventui,1 CO}Yture of tho above equipmon·~. . 

SGT llryon·~ednan--Bronzo Star 'V1 

While on a patrol to :Lnve~tigate a recently rlotonatod Ml, sdT w~;;~ '·di:stin­
guiahed himself by exceptionally valorous actions as he. 'retrieved an enemy body 
w.hile undor an_ intense volume of ~O!ilY fire. His actions are r~spopii_.t.\:ile for tho 
capture of imp,,rtant enemy do01;1lllen'ts. 

SP4 · Juan Roblos- Bronzo' Star 1V1 

Foilowing an iptcns~ battle with a VC fo~co, Sp4 Robles distin(ll,1.ispct1 himsol:f 
by eXCOJ?tionally val~~s 'actions. Rotupun.; to tho MA Bi to whic~; had recontl y ·bcr.in 
dotonatod, he heriocally braved enemy l'im.per fire as he low crawl·l3<1.' t~"OUgh o:pon t e:.:-• . . . • . • r . . 1• 
rain and rotrieved tho second enemy body, denying tho enemy 9f ~l.\J.a'ble. .intolligonce 
:l.nfo:r:mation. · · · ' '· · · ,•.· 

PFC Randy Drew-Bronze Sta1: 1V1 

Following an i ntonso battle with a VC force, PFC Drew •dist"i.nguished hicsolf by 
.. exceptionally valorous actions. As throe of kl.a comrac1cs retriovcd two enemy bodies, 

woapons, and cloouments, he unselfishly positioned himself in tho open, drawing enemy 
fire as he put ·down protective fire for .his comi-ades. 

PFC Robert Walker--Bronze Star 1V1 

' ' Following an in ton so . battle with an eneey VC forc·e PFC Walker ··-~aistinguishod 
hii;mo1l' by exceptionally valorous actions. With no· rc,~rd for his personal ssfety 
ho heroically bra-ved intonse volumes of enemy fire 'i\ B ho low crawled through open 
tcrra.in to recover. onomy ancl captured US weapons. His .superl ative dovotion to duty 
is ~sponsiblo for depriving the enemy of v~luablo comlY\t weapons. 
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St a17d Oow11 Awo.rcls 
During ceremoni es et the Retrninh1g Area d:l•,:E3.re Supporb Base Bronco LTO Robert 

A. Wittor presented awards to the r.o::.iowin6 m~abers of the .4th llattallon, 21t:-b In-
fantry. · · 

Tho Jironze ~ is awa:rd­
ed for meritorious ser­
vice in connection with 
mil:iita:cy operations a­
gainst an ar.med. hostile 
force in the Repu':>lic of 
Vietnam · 

SP4 Dennis Degroot 
'. SP4, Leland O' Connor 

PliO Dannis Smith 
SGT Keith Appl:ln 
SP4 John Pluemer 
SGT Richa-rd Fa.rlmr 

DID.t1!!'-':·NT OF THE A.,.1!1Y 
4{,i1 }')..:\?,01\EfON, ::?1>rr. INFANTRY 

2~:i.a. )l :J,'.iil,::.'ftY D~?:",, '1SION 
"BY D,DUX:TlO~ OF THE l'llli3IDJ:NT. • 

The &:I!r:/ Ccmnendation Medal 
i s 2'-1Srded :ror marl toricus 
achiovemept in connection 
with mili tar:, operations 
. against · ari arme.-1 hostile 
force in the Rep. of Vietnam 
~~ 
~~·~ 
- - ::=, :=--.:.•.•~ --= 

S?J Carl ton By:cl 
SGT l1ouglas Ingram 

The Pu.rple !f~ is. awe:i:d­
ed for wounds recieved in 
conne~tion with military 
opera-tiqhs against a: armed 
hostile forco in the ,Re:pub •. 
lic•ot Viotnaip , 

SSG Silvino Hernandaz 
SGT David llartin 
PFO TedcI Mishler 

The 1970 W-2 fo:ans will be avail<!,ble 31 Jan. :But due t.o, tho possibilit-J of loss ll 
the fo:cm will not be distributed.1 il),Stead placed in the finance reco:i:d o:t eaoh indi­
vidual, The income tax retu:m does not ha:ve to be filed until six months after de- · 
pa.rtu:re from a combat zone. Those desiring to file before DEROS, should give thei:r 
llhrio to their CoJDIWlY !)ol!1lIWlder who will submit his compan,y -requ~sts on a one--: ti.mo 
bcrs.i.::i to the finance office, · 
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1e 1 5 
lJy the direction of •the President, the Sol0.ier 1s Medal i s awarded to Sergo~,;I; 

Philip Geary for heroism not invol •ving actual conflict with an armed enemy in t he 
Republic of Vletnam. Sergeant Geary r1.isti ngu.1.ehed himself by heroic actions on 30 
October 1970 while serving as a S~uaH Loader wi th Company :s, 4th :Battalion, 21st 
Infantry. On that date, an el ement of tha cc,rt!JY'c.llY was isolatoo on lo~(Xl'ing 
tensain when a member of' the friendly unit wt'la cca.:c::,:ied s,my by the strong current. 
With complete disregarl. for his personal sai'et)', Sergean t Geary entered the dan­
gerous· stream and quickly swam to hi11 threatened,comrade. I enoring the danger in­
volved, he liegan pulling his stricken 001,::;:ade thr.ough the cu=ent and successfully 
µ,.lled the inm to shallow water where t hey· could obtc;in a stable footing. Through 
his timely and oouageous actions, Se:rgoant Geary saved the life of a fel;L,ow sol­
dier and served as . an inspiration to his entir6 unit . His personal her oism r~1e1 
unselfish concom for his fellow soldiers are in keeping with the highest tradi•· 
t ions of the mili tacy service and refl9ot great credi -b upon himself, the 23rd In­
f!lntry Division, and the IJnite<l Stat es A:c:·i:,·. 

· · .. - R :;•-Rv;:-;-17 p 
If you1xe go:uig on R&R, do:n 't e:iqiect 'ei wait until yr,u get to your: iiestina­

tion to cash a personal chock,, In most c~;:,,:,11 this is not possible. In &dd:t.tion 
to your R&R o:i\19r s , you mist ~ -~.,;, at leas·'.; $250 ,~ cash or tn-vel~1l1 s ch1o".uta on 
you:r pe.rson ·wbeti you iirrivo at :;·, . ..,.r !i&R do:;.'\:',"'= site. The--onl.y o:i:c.ept:t,,n __ :l.a.J.:t 
you .!·:!'.'O going to meet your wife i!'.l. E'awaii :.nd can vouch that eho will have the 
monc,y. 

(, . 

@Jo~o ~"[f'@U [Xg@; @@IM7[AAl~(M@) == 
c:, o ARMY ANO AIR FORC.EE: TE'AM DISTRIBUTING 
GUl"PLIE.S 7'0 DISAST'E~R VICTIMS IN £.AST PAKISfAN. 
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L c) m h (:t / · / - 1✓{ n cl o, m. e n t o. I s ·:- =ntinu cd f1.,.1m :u ge 2 
6 ., \,'=""t- :,,Or. ::: r~-t•.::\• n~d cl~-x.t.rd!l't, c•spocially tho J~!i---16 
7 o Cll".Yd.r.·:~1.or;n t,.f ri.nl!tr,.l.ni:f;:i•.;:1 ::irrl mas~ zinc3 
a, Woa:pons saf,rcy 
9 , Per con.':'.l hygi eno- ,Jsanit:ition 

10 Hoa-l th- ant:i~l ario. measures . 
11, Di gg:i.r..g :1.n.:.- slooi, bel ow level of ground or in bunlco~ 
12, Carnouf la(lO 
l i ; Patience ( ta.J.l:i.n..?:, sr,iokina, unne0essary movement oapodi s l ly on ]'.Xltrols, 

·.'t, ; l :L:i'bni 11g posts, and amrushos ) .,--; ... 
l.,i:~ Carry woapona, woor helmets 
1 5, Pc!i'.icc of the bat t l ef i el d 

J.\!ill¥V·ffi1Tb.L3 TO BE EMPHr,SIZED 'l:O SgJAD AND J?tATOON Lfil\DERS i COMPANY CONI\\NnEP.S1 
' 

1, Constant checking on fundamonta.l s l i s ted i n items abo-..:e 
2, F:i.ro and maneuver · 
) , Control 0£1 f i :t>es, t roops, equipment 
4, Acl.justment or · indir ect and aerial l y d CJlivereo. fires 
5. Securi ty consciousnes s . Stand t o LZs, PZs, and use of defensi ve concentrat ions 
6; Lmd navigati on 
7, Tact i cal decepti on 
e, Perimeter defense---:range cards, FPF 
9 • M-3int enance 

10. Priorit y of t:,rsks 
)( K)()( )( ,r:1 t'. r; H!lfK ,r Kll H "MU 

T, p f; na 11 ce 
Some very important finance informti on has been released and i t bears repeatilll$, 

Family Separat ion Allowance is now avai lable to . more soldiers. An E-4 with over f our 
years or· se r."lce or a:bove, whose dependents occupy govemLlent 
quarters, and he meets all other ent i tlement.• r equiremc·n-~s , 
is authorized FSA a s of l J an. 1971 . Servic e members a-lso can 
recei ve FSA on behe,lf of priniary dependents .ovon.J;.!wngh '.;heir 
dependents live wi th· 1:arcnts or rel:a-t i ves. Pr:im;iry de:pon­
dents incl ude 1 Spouse, unmarried l egitimate chil d , or • a 
chil d who', because of some inca1iacity, i _s dependent on t h e• 
member f or one half of his support, This particular amcnii• • 
ment has a . retroa-ct i ve effective date of l Oct. 65~ Duo to 
t he large llUl)lber of people a ffected by the changes , retro·• 
a ctive payments--no -pa~ia-1 pay- will be on the next pa.y vou­
cher . Member s wit h dependents r es i ding i n goveinmcnt quer­
t ers sh® l d con·cact the Divi sion Finance Offi ce es poss i ble , 
Those .a ffected by resi dency requir 0t1ent s should go to t ho 
f i~ce offi ce. 

Le t the 1-i',IhRII\ PILL pr event mis ery 
.j ust li.1<:e. the "ot her " pill used t o . 
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COM PLETE'D THE PANAMA CANA'L 
IN JJ,l.NUARY, 1915 
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