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'.rhe da.y wa -warm a.a, the mida.fternqon sun· bea,t down. 
What ha4 00'<''"' o. quiet, :i:m;;t.:i..n,,~ cJ.a.y for· ·the -"duol<i1" on" :i;oad 
secu1:iv.r allr,1:i;--t.ly chacged into a. fire fight with e. ' sud­
denly bold 01ie;J1y. 

One duck a.nd: a. oororna.nd jeep were set up just <0oqth Q.f 
Sa lfuyn.li on Qt l when bhf; d:d,vor i;fa. -.¢.vi~ -~s . !t'ii'PPP;-~ 
a.ni told the ~en that s. truck bad ciV13rlul;'ned'' two' ) )d,iO:. 
meters to the south. 

The ~ ton truck oe;rrying ,2Q ~ -~~owers l'[ad,- QVll~f; 
· turnad when it went out of control ·a.na •ia:n' up: t.l+i! -!3~.Q,~ c of/ 

s. berm • . 

"We found a wound!)(l; GI ~a~ ;tl;,le_ ~rm, . and .• ~~" ik!¾TJ.;,i:i,~ 
that. the truck had bsel1 -~bus.tied. }.ly ll.0 .-t~ l?-1~.tJJ . , ,,, e'.aid 

· Sp6'bkusi: Four john ~em.13 , \ lf6Y:l¾t ,9~ ~11<<\li.i;-.:~4it'i_~ 

Speoialis·b ]four Mi..:$ jaokso;~ h~~~-Jli4~2itt}l<y,,, 
qui-0k,ly adminis tered first ai~ ·b~ the ·i.tv:w.'i'f~~~l!'~:~'·.,, ·~f. 
stayed. with him until he couJ.d ce· du,sted qfJ • ._ '. -~ :.~ ' r- ''""'' ·--,,,~ fr= tho ,,,., .,,.,.., _,,;,. _ _ , , .. 

,_: ~~ road ~o :l.t ev:'.dent tha.t the VC uero still cl.oef.f :~ ~ . ~s 
~ 'I , Private Fi1'8·t crass itj)lruler 

1
Jo':ins on, Thomast~n qe~~~•·: fe .... 

q f--~ 
0
.. . p· p . . I ~,rn.;d., .. flr~:\,w,~p.h J.l'lj; _,. 4~~{~--· 

. t -~P t t :twm -r'?> .:ai±lxi:ri., llla'qlli;lio11.\Ui::> ,-
, . . . 0,. · Y ireai· 06.l:!.,~d in' an. a.cpura\e3 ' ~ -
Sill 56 overlooks an area of fertile ric·o pad- rage of ar~:i.:tlery rounds on 

dies a.pd s~l villas. Long a. VC stronghold the dis• the high Fo.und. A!tElr a. -~£-
trict sui.Toun~'.ing tloo hill was once presented a. ci- how:. of spora.tic f:\.~~ , · tho 
tation by rro _Cl:ii. Uinh for its efforts against South · enemy broke co!;lta.ot • 

._,Viot=icso and ·P.mcrioa!J. forces. . . 
A corcmony 25 January .~ked the completion of 

th~ outpost atop the hill . The joint .effort by 
Ilravo Company and: RF-'14 7 ~ia.s a; ma.-jor pacification 
effort in t~~ . Rico ':B6\ri. nn. 

contirmed on page_4 ~ 
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Av,/ (X r d.s Fo (' . ·Tvv d. iC S 
Spt Luca_s ·Mafl t"-0:n.e z: 

Duril18 the period 20 October 1979 
to 23 Jam1ary 1971, -Sp4 Iucas Montanez 
has diatinsuishcd hims~lf by exec~ 
tional ly meritorious achievement while 
lervinff 'as a pl a toon:_medic with Oo ··.c 
4th 'Bil 21st Inf. ]),.iring this .period, 
SP4 M:mtanez haa ·shown the ,highest . . de_.,.. 
gree of professional co,mpetence anii 
de,rotion to &ity '•as he unaeli'islily ad­
ministered medical assistance to the 
men of C, Co. · 

On four separate occasions Sp4 
Mmtanez has been credited. with sav­
ing the . l ives of five of his fel low 
riold.iers ".;rho had suffered ~=-ma.tio · ' 
amJ.mtctions due t o hostile booby- : 
tr;:,,ps. On 20 October 1970 one mn 
w-as uounded ; 8 January 11 two men 
were wounded; 20· January1.one ,man was 
wounded and. on 23 Jam.iaey 71 another 
man suffered a traumatic amputa tion 
of· both legs. On: each occa•sion SP4 
Non1:a~ez 1s g_u.ick, calm, , and diligent 
wol± while':uruler great stiless was, . re­
sponsi ble for, stopping the bleeding 
and· kcepinif the man alive until he 
ccu.l4 be medically. evacuated to B Co 

. 23,.u J\'lcd at · FS:s-, ·'.Bronbci. ' ':. . · · 

His cool and piufess:j.onal abil­
i ty has gained· foi' hlm the- confidence 
of all who· wol.1!: with him. ·and · has 
bro'!-ght groot credit. on ~sol f; his 
uni•t and th~ United S1;a t ea Army. 

r ·,-/' 1 · , w· t rt· L, ci_,/ n .rn. y . , SO n,., 
Du.ring t !io -Period 14 January 1971 to 

23 January 1971,- PFC Ji=y'J. Wilson dis­
tinguished himself· by exceptionally meri­
toriou'~ achievCll}ent while· s erving· as a 
platoon medic with Co C 4th lln 21st· Inf. 
PFC Wilson I s primary }DS is llBlO I but 
1>ri6r to his entrance into tho U,. S. Army 
.he had some nursing 1;rai.nin!J• · ' When he 
l earn.ed t hot his oomj_lany w:;ia s j1orl o~ 
medics he volunteered to perform tha.t du-' 
ty. During. t his ,period he !ins cHsplayocl 
the highest ptj,fes.sional oompe.tence ·;mil . ' ,.. ' ' ' 
colll!)Osure under cxtrem~ c;omba1; et,i;_ess·~ lle . 
~ij _gaiped. the respect and ,co~fidenpe. of 
both his r&llou enlisted. men: A~ supei'iqr 
officers alike . ~ ha a a l so;;. ea.rn~d.:.. -t;he 
praise of the Brigade Surgoon of Co B 23 
rd Med a t FS:B. ., 

.; _,:' ' 

On 23 ·January' 197l" he H ~ S, faced 'lf,i.th 
the task to tre~ting,,a "" aou.bie traUlltlt i o 
am'.,utee. PFC Wi lsori 1s .quick a c:tion and 

·. ·comp~tence a:ro oredi icd with hol f,j.ng , to 
save his com.rad.e !,s life. . . His s ·~erling 
performan ce of duty and doop conoe:::n for . 

'.his f e llp;r sol dier. aro in keeping wi"bh 
,t lto 1'.ighest rnili i;ary traditions and have 
,llrought ~cat cradit on himself, his urJ.·l; 
,t;md t ho Unitoo. States Arm:/. s 

.. 
,,, 

. ' 
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:Bravo Company-oont inued 

SFO 
SSG William S·~alfort 
SP4 .Glenn Lf:vier 
SFO Rorei:t G'ilee 
SFO Jlimoe Lewie• 
SSG _Uer.:.ry Periz 
Sp4 Willian! Cartier 
.JiC Robert Fink 
PFO Michael Fmtteli 

gr,,ha . .£21:1.l:W' 
l3P4 David Hanis 
:PFC Rog:3r Jlollenbacher 
·PV2 An~~8'il Colaw 
PFQ John Weaver 
PV2 i"iunez Rodriguez 

B...'-avo £-»npanr 
PpU. San·lsi a go Periz . 
SFC -j'o_,,m_ Antuna Pagan 

, . PFC. S.,}.,r.i<ior Sancliez · 
i>ro Arthu.:. Ta tamantes 
SFC Howa:;.i.t ·Pruett 
ffl ~a;v-id Williaina 

.... 

-~ 

. . 

; .. 

•Headq,¼llrters ~ ~rters Company 
MSG Rob3:::-t Williama,_.••.•• •• • •• ••. 7Feb 
PFC Do::iald W:1,lliams ..... . . ~ .... ... lOFeb 
SGT Darcal Dajllberg. • • ••• • o ♦ •• , , ,l6F.~· 
.SFC Frederick ~t11le •• ; • • •••••••• • 16Feb 
SP4. Ralph Ha.rrieon •• , •• •• •••• ... • , l01'tl.-r 
S1i4 Colon Davila ••••••••• • • •• ..... lOM!.r 

*Alpha. Co~:y- . 
·£P4 Dougaeingram. •. • . 1 H • • • • • • • • lFeb 
SGT_B'a=Y Cyphers III,. ,, •• ; •••••• 2Feb 

.Si?4 William B:rower•• •• •••••••••••l}Feb 
SGT Glen Hughas• ••••• '• ••••••••••l6Feb 

SG(i' i-iicliael Goowin 

~~l_i!!_ Company 
-~s deAre l l a:ro Ramirez· 
• P.ro · JilllllY \Tilson 

PFO Thomas Pearson 
SP4 Me:ly in \-Tilli1JlnB 
PJ!U. Dav:j.<l. P-, .. liz · 

. UC S-?;;;ven O '. :Brien 
TI'C Riobard '& rnone 

,, P:n't, Ito bei.-b Tuh:n::an 
P\)',! Jamee WB.:.-i'<lll 
J?AJ liari:y franklin 
PL~:: Jose Sanchez .. 
P~-C iceniie'tll. Ro 11,!ns 
F.FC. Dale $.prene<iil 

." ~ro J:ohri Trax.lei-
. ,.; , PFC' Pii'triclc T~rcy· · 

I PFC RQ bert Abbott 
PFC Joe Hunt 

:• . ·Delta ~-Coili!Jeny· 
Gary Hartel 

Ch,;i~1ie•' ColllJ2BIIY 
Sp4 Sao,uel . D~lfaxd •• • .• • •. i • • • •·• • ~ • •·• .9ftb·:t 
·S1'4 Jon Green •••• ~•·•••••.••••• ••••• ; .lOM:i.r 

. '•i, 

~l¼_ Compaey . 
S-1"4, ~~l_ph Orban ••• ~•••••••••••••••••••2F~b 
SF\! Charles Rohl:!rta. t •••••••• •• ••• ~ .... • 2Feb 
SN .~dchael Xuosch •. ; ; •••.•• ; •.. • . • ~ ~·.9F~o· 
Sp4 Deuard Atw~od•••••~•••·••••••••••16F8b 

.l112hQ. CompanY · 
SP4 Dennis D;rckea. ••• ••• ••• •• •• ~•. •.• .lOFeb 
BP4. Fred: RoW'~•• •• ••~•••••••••••••••••lQFeb 

l:urc Vemon :s. S9naa.; ••••••••• Dn CoC!i13.ndo~ 
lilr :Silly J Orr•• •••••••••••••••••Adju.tan . 
PFC Gene Col1ing •••••••••••••••••••• Editor 
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For their :role in the well conotruc­
ted. outpost , First Lieutenant Kon ICmeger 
San Antonio Te:xas, and his company were 
presented the Vi~t namese Ci<oss of Gallen­
try and Certificate of Aohievem~nt re­
speoti ve ly. 

The outpost, named Patty.- after K'me­
gor•s wife, "ill be ma:nned by elements 
of Bravo Company and RF 147• 

· In r emarks to the men a fter the cero 
mony, Lieutenant Colonel Vernon B. SQnes 
oxpres8ed h is satisfaction in t_p.e woll 
constructed bunkers and fighting ·· posi:.­
tions. •~sl reaciy we can see the benefi ­
cial rosul ta of your efforts as moro and 
mor r, land is · being : farmed around the 
hill , 11 he' -told the men. 

imer 

Servicemen leaying_ tho ,A:cny ·will now 
be aided in receiving assistance from the 
National Urban League Veterans Affairs 
Program; . . 

The pmg:ram proVides advico on bene­
fits avail?.ble under the GI Bill and oth­
er Federal programs, counseling as to a ­
vailable educational and trai~g·. pro­
gr,1ms, 1nf6ri1l!ttion 'abou,t; --pro~ni-s design 
to assist ·. in ''prcpr.tra'tion for -bettor job 
opportun-ities -and ·other services . 

. ;. l thoug,'l tho Loague I e prograc ia 
aimed primrily at minority gr9\lp aer­
vicomcin, ··a l ). ))Ors1nnel mny participate. 

Uncler the· new· .II.my ·poli cy-1 . service­
men within 90 to 120 days of sopiration 
~,ho nave dcc{dod not to reenlist w111 · be 
advised· by th'c t:raifl that the League is a­
ssisting s.cr.vioemen in their return to 
civilian l ife , '., The Veterans · Administ:i:a­
tion ancl the Dop:1rtraont of Defense nlso 
administer proe'mms which benefit service 

•' men. 
The J?rogrora is voluntary a nd re­

leasing na,,10s aoo other rc·lovant infor­
lll?. t ion to tho , League will . be done on-
ly with t ho serviceman I s consent. l 

l.4-Jan, - ; lrnvo CoC1P',1ny on 01' :F'ntty cpot­
tcd ,8-10 vc/NVJ. in the o!J<'.n noving south­
through -tho Rice llowl. The enemy 1fcrc 
engngod w1 t h mchincgi.n firo nnd artil­
lery. !. Bravo Con110ny 3RRP tct\Iil moving 
toward the enemy location sight ed 10 VO 
in_ the OP.On ani:1. a(Yl in ca_llcd i n artil­
lery- on the cncr.ty loc.".tion. 

16Ja~ .-Rccon mai'.o contact with 7-10 VO/ 
}1V.'l. on the beach northc..,st of Due l'ho , 
G~shipe wore callc-d in and on~ p~:toon 
of c co wao inserted ao a r'eacti6n force · 
An ol eoont o.f rcoon found one 4.-2 round 
and one sand bag full of petna 30 m9t"crs 
from the contcot site , . . 
16Jan.-:.,ll.lph:i, Company founrl a sinall be.so 
C.?.lilP consis't ing ' of three bamboo, . ~rrl 
t hatch hontchcs, one ,-ri th a runker in­
side. Cl oticinB and propaganda leaflets 
were found scat·l:crcd in th.o hootches.- · 

22Jan.--on · patro;t . in tho counta ~s soutl'l 
of Due Pho , Charl ie :Coopany rnad-e oontaot 
w1 th two vc. The enemy were engacrcd 
with ·amll ams fire and broke contattt , 
tr. ··sc-:iut-dog piclcetl up tho trail, am. a 
short time l ater sound,~ _an alert. 1'bve­
l'lent. wat ap:itted U.,'·Jl:\O,~lilf'she!l ~o ~he 
fi<>nt , Tho poin.t t:lOJ110~\ J~~ with 
amll arms fire,· and .''~ -~ ,;ately ~uto-. 

t .. 0 I ·•47 :"ii:b ~otumod:~'.'-' 'l'I-TO vc. were 
rJa .i . !i.l\. • . +' • # ... --

then seen fleeing the-~rea;, 

GRUNT OF 
THE M:lNTH 

. ' 
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Co. ve 
Hi.dden in the maze of a natural :cock for-

mation, the VO cave collll')lex was virtually in­
visible until an Alpha Company pat:col• chanced 
upon it. Follvwing the path of ii stream that 
flowed pas'; +,/:le rook fomtion, patrol leader. 
~eriseant William Fischer, Anacortes, Washing-· 
ton, and his men spotted the enterance of the 
well concealed. cave. 

'We were working Along thl' boundary of 
oux 1\.0 and the 173rd I s , " said Alpha Company 
Col!l!'~·mder Captain Mitchel Kotula , San Diego 
Calii'orru.a. We knew frqm poet eJq>erience thnt 
the VC l ilts to store equipment along an 11.0 
boundary, · so .,.,e we:,e especial ly · careful in 
searoqing the area . n 

Walking through the oove ente:canco, th6 
"Gimlets" found a 200 meter long cavern that· 
could accollll:'.lOdote up ~ 100 sleeping positions 

'We found alMlo cans filled m. th usod 
gauze dressings and innoculation vials, which 
l oo us to believe that tho cave had boon used 
,,, a hosp.1.tal , n said Kotula . 

pa-go 5 

The 'cavom Wt\S equiped •)-ri th· the . convenipnce of 
1'lllning wator-- 9f. sorts. S1,>:).it and hollowed out ban­
boo shoots csr:d.od water from the stream to the . cove. 

DoCUl\\~-t;s;. -~li.a,_rios, arid vnrioua ,. art1olea of e­
quj,.pinent wer<i found sC<-ittercd throughout the cave. 
Still lr{!).rm firo places indio.::1tod a ,h.'lsty evncuation 

'We found one amr,10 can that. was pa;rticularly in­
teresting to everyone, " said Kotula , It contained 
the porsonal itecs of a VC mrso, including ~ovc let­
ters from her boy friend." 

MNM NMH NMMMNNMMNM M 

NOTE• Anyone wishing to apply for door gunner r.ust 
have s!x months in country and six months retain.,bil­
ity. 


