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EGULARS" CLASH WITH

HEN Y

NVA

Soldicrs from an Lmneri-

cnl, Division platoon may
- have walked into one of
the eneny positions which
hes been respomsible for
the rocket and mortar at-
tocks which howe hit LZ

Bronco rccently,

The platoon from Comp--
any B, 1st Battalion, 20th
Infentry, led by SGT Dean
W, lMoehring (laperville,
I1linois), was on a recon
by force patrol four miles
northwvest of Due Pho,

4s the platoon come up—

on = village, heavy -enepy
fire greeted them from
three direetions, The LVA
hed been trying to  keep

DR S \._ their positions undectect-
L F Ll ’, e 1\-. ‘\‘7 bd'

./\ Their efforts were,
KIA

—m

069

howvever, totally in vain.

BR'GADE ACT[Q\J SGT Moehring spotted one
: of the enemy in o hedge-

Action continued he vy this weck in soutlcrn Quang row, Twice he yelled "lai
Ngai Province as the 11th Brigude "Jungle Worriors! day" at the man. It was
killed &9 enemy, detained 34 suspcets, and ceptured at this time that the en-

five weepons.

emy onencd Up.

The he viest action on Februcry 2/ was encountcred The front of the pla~
by 4 Company, 3-1, led by CIT Rodney J. Alligood (San toun was eharged by five
Jase, Calif.), os the "Alwnys First" soldiers killed of the enemy, but these
three VC in an area 18 milcs southwest of Qu-ng Hgai, men were gquickly disposed
Three more kills were renorted by Helix 23 vhen.an (B1/20 Cont on DG Gy )
girstrike waa put dinto an areca threc miles north of

Duc Pho eorly in the even-

ing. ,

On February 25 B Com~
pany, 1/20, comm.nled by
CPT John 15 Hill

(Winchendon, Mass.), ac-
counted for five kills and
detained a total of suven
suspects.

E Iroop, 1st Cov, also
say action es they cep-
tured three VC seven miles
south of Quang Wgai. They

also capturcd an SKS and
an M-1 carbine from the
insurgents.

" The 3/1, command and
control hclicopter, com-

(WR.F UP Cont on poge 3)

. Hovember 1, 196€,

becn saptured in ~ction during thot time,

VERNON LAKE 1} CCMPLETED

Since the beginnine oF Operation Verpon Loke II,
the 11th Brig.de's "Junsle Warriors® hove cOntinued to

crip le the eneuy by killing large numbers of win on
the bottle field, denying him scnctuary by uncoveMng

] . - “ e /3
his bi.sccemps, and diminishing his ebility to Ii ht by
finding ond destroying his wor meterial,
- TR
Sweeping the coastsl lowl nds and probing through

mountsinous jungle in southern I Corps, "Jungle W.-_r-
riors" of the 11th Bde. have amassed an impressive

list of their efforts agcinst the encmy,

Since the incoption of Oneration Vernon Leke II on
143 Wi and 313 VC have beod elim-
KVii_oné four confirmed VC have

inoted, Six . confirmed

weapons, including Chinose,

page 2

l{lso, 139 personel
(VERWON L.KE II Cont on



COMMAND | NEORMATION

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second
article in a series dealing with THE
ENEMY YOU FACE.)

The enemy has received varying dee
grees of military training and intensive
political indoctrination., Until he sees
otherwise, he is convinced he is fight-

ing to 1liberate the South Vletnamese

people from "U.S. aggression, ',
HOW IS HE TRAINED? :

By American standards,‘
the enemy had it easy in. ¥
basic training, The bost il
trained are NVA regulars./§
They receive about 30 days¢
of Dbasic training, al-jw
though  this period may
have been shortened, as in
Qui's case, due to recent
manpover shortages caused % =
by heavy casualties in the ﬁ
South,

The NVA recruits traine:
ing usually includes about g
15 hours of instruction on i
a basic North Vietnamese &
weapon, He is taught how ===
to achieve a sight picture # ;
and how to field strip, load and fire
the rifle, Some soldiers may fire three
or four rounds, but most only "dry fire"
the weapon,

Viet Cong recruits wundergo similar
training--when possible, "However, many
VC receive only theory in classes and
get practicec in actual battles.

*  Exceptional trainecs are selected for
ingtruction on the light machinegun, re=-
coilless rifle, mortar or heavy machine-

&:‘%'f??!r"

VA

=]

gun, The most outstending trainees
selected for NCO positions, which they
assume immediately after completing
training.

Most of the older officers commanding
NVA and some VC units are veterans of
the older efficers commanding NVA and
some VC wunits are veterans of the
French—Indochlna war, The younger offi-

; s cers huve been chusen from
& civilian ranks on the bas-
#:1s of family standing or
educational achievement,

Al1 officers attend a
military ~academy where
they are taught tactics,
principles of guerrilla
warfare, and fundamentals
of weapons and lezadership,
411 officers and "enlist-
£ ed" men receive '"political
training" in North Viet—
nemese ideology.

HOW IS HE ORGANIZED?
5 In accordance with Come-
g'munist doctrine, the mili-

—tary is controlled by the
1r7&:rﬁk~) polltlcal structure, For

the NVA, this is quite similar to the
organizational  structure of the U.S.
Army. The supreme tactical military

authority in the U.S. is responsible to
the Secretary of the Army who is re=
sponsible te the Secretary of Defense,
who is responsible to the President, who
is also head of the political structure,
At the highest level, the NVA military
is answerable to the Vietnamese Commun-

(VERNON LAKE II Cont from page 1)
French,
from enemy troops,
were found.

Two ammunition caches werc uncovered
continued

while

and vintage American carbines were captured
three crew-served weapons

as opeorations
.which contained 1,253 mortar rounds,

ist Party, called "Lao Dong" in the
North,
Viet Cong activities’

are controlled by the.Nat—
ional Liberation Front,

(Next weck we will contin-
ue with THE ENEMY YOU FACE

43 PLRT II)

RPG-7 rounds, 196 rockets,

115 57mm recoilless rifle
rounds, 83 hand grenades,
and 23,665 rounds of small
arms ammnition.

The enemy found himself
hard-pressed in other ar-

IR

ecas also, The "Jungle

Warriors" uncovered 121 |TRIDENT OIC
tons of Tice and one ton |NCOIC

of salt, 964 uniforms, one |Editor

POW camp, 76 bicycles, 578 [Illustrator

bottles of medicine, 28
bottles of plasma, two ca=
ges of instruments, three
hospitals, 176 packs, 254
firste=aid kits, 964 uni=-
forms, two typewriters,
seven sewing machines, and

Brigade Commander
Information Officer

Staff Reporters

The TRIDENT is publisheda weckly under the
of the IO 11th Infantry Brigade AP0 96217 as an outhé

prized publication,
necegsarily represent those of the Department of
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SFC GENE K. MORENO
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SGT Dave Deverick, SP4 Tony Swindell
SP4 Don Yogt and SP4 Dale Reich

supervision

Opinions cxpressed herein do not
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other assorted equipment.
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CACHUWA AND 2upiR GOOK GET p CHANCE
To AMBUSK SOME AMERICAN PATRO LS,

Hi'S AMpusH 1S SET UP AND
HE WAITS FoR His. PREYs

JOIN CA CROWA

THIS GivES THEMA CPANCE 7o SHow ofF fsE
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THE "MOUSE" THAT  ROARS

The tiny, ege-shaped Light Observation . Helicopter
(LCH) of Primo Aviation Ltd. has now become the "mouse

" that roars."
Used extensively in the 1lth Infantry Brigade's

‘Area of Operation for Visual Reconnaissance (VR), and
often harassed by enemy sniper fire, the Primo ship is

now answering "Charlie" with fire from a 7.62mm mini-
gun. L
The minigun, which is specially designed for the

LOH, is attached to the pide of the aircraft and
weighs about 240 pounds with ammunitien., An electric
motor and six rouAting barrels make it capable of
pouring out 2,000 to 4,000 rounds per minute, and it
can be mounted on thie aircraft and ready for action in
less than 30 minutes. The minigun can be removed from
the LOH and replaced  without having ‘to be re-bore
gl ghted,
" T1LT Richard A. Fraser (Casper, Wyoming), a pillot
with Primo Aviation Ltd., explained that the minigun
(LOH cont on page 4)
(3)

(WRAPUP cont from page 1)
manded.by LTC William J.
MeCloskey, disecovered the
bodies of four VC killed
by artillery on February
26, The rest of the bri-
gade saw light action as
they accounted for four
nmore kills that day.

On February 27 the same
3/1 command - and control
helicopter discovered the
bodies of five VC Xkilled
by the quad 50s located on
LZ Cork.

C Company, 3/1, found a

small hospital about two
miles south of Duc Phe
that contained blankets,

cots, trays, assorted med-
icine, seven new coffins
and several other items,
On February 28 elght VC
(WRAPUP cont on page 6)



GIANT MACHINES Rl,_AST ROCK

MAKE ASPHA

he 73rc Cons“ruction

LT FOR HIGHWAY

Iz mlllllll/‘a ‘ fJ 1

Sun ort Com.-» ny, comidced—

—

//’7/’/‘7// 21T 71 ’//'//u 10771 //[/// 7//////// 1l

by CPT len eth E Johnson -
(Zwburn, las:.), loc-ted .
at LZ Loyboy en the I.
Corps-II Corps border,
operctes a multi-miilion

dollar operation in sup-
nort of the 11th Brigoce,
The 73rd is paving Hi-
goway 1 from the border =
north %o the village of lio ‘%‘Q‘
Due. A4t Lz Louboy, taey. SN

operzte a quarry, rocke=>
crushing comnlex, ond o8-
phalt mochine thst furn-
ishes the pavement for the

highway.
The oper:-tion involves

diezsl
the roek

cngines
crusicer

powering
is the

herd.
rFC Barnes

tne use of figentie mech- nlctoon wos hit the a-ordest.
ines wi ic'l toke the £Ton- lincer (B Tye. nt 1-_\ )y was
ite bl:sted from the hilly =t 06 was 1d.ed
side of L% J..owaj end crmptin tive, He ke t his witg cbout
sikes it into variovg-—sized ILiim 1 since he wi's unablo tonflreihis
~roek,  Lfter “thae r0c]: is wea; njuries,

erusied, some of it is fed pogzm 20 «Vi sol ier c-me woon
into  the :asphelt mkcr, hin, wateh from hilie wwist »nd picked wup
while tae est goes to an M-00 m:schinesun as he ran of:

form ‘the roed bed. For FPFC Joln I. Barnes (LO;_ Cont from page 3)

The 2spholt mochine is (Butler, Illinois) it wes was ted to provide the
fed +this rock (similar in his ~first time out in the LOE 1ith morc, Oov1ousl;'
B B0 Tovel) éad coote (field ©on' a petrol. "It vith the minigun he
it with a torry substince L so fust,! ®y, "We now have aboub’
to" form  the 'asphalt roid .11 of = sud- four or five times iore
surfacing, te were fly- eover:ge thcn we nad be-

The 73rd hos the res- . I Git the fore with just the }M-60."
ponsibility of mcintoining the first: The weapon is "2, 2
its om equi X an AK-A7, idngly eccurste and really
is . often a big ske seened they were ecomes in nondy on VRs vhen
piston from one of the .l vizzing - just over my we receive fire £rom the

"

o3 the

4

o cted pilot

size of a man's torso. tae situation like a vet- reet, he simply
Since ports for such ersa, setting uwp 2 nec— efjusts an electric arm to
soeeiclized ecominment are essery recr sccurity. "his front until he has his
scaree, the 73 its The Reeon platoon led signte rget, 4n
own m'chine sho- %o f ri- by 1LT John J. voug Jr. elecirie motor adjusts the
cate these parts, (_?Zy.-_nis, Maesochusotts) minifun at the seme time
It's o big job, but the set up o blocking foree to and allows the pilot to
73rd Enrineers keen work- try and tr-p the cneny. return f 2lmost imned-
ing---it's still a long (5 1/20 Cont on page 5) iztely.
wey to ilo Duc. D The mo“or end the
B A v gighting Cdeviee, are the
i el sk only warts of the system

thot work electricclly;

6Vel‘;"\, 1ing else works
mcchonieclly.

The LOI's ‘'"mousclike"
quietnese enadles tle ship
to sneck wup om the wrstg-
pecting enemy. Counled
with the minizun, the com-
bination w»romisce to be a
de .¢ly one,

1LY Frascr  describes
the systen cs "gimple,

trouble free,
effective,!

and very



blem.

ERRTEOROL OGY S
WEATHER D/-\TA o ITTH

Changing weather co*v -
tions in sou‘bnern I Corps
sometimes moke life diffi. .
cult for Americal Division
artillerymen who sup ort
the 11th Brigade, The men
of .the meteorology. (MEIRO)
section, located on LZ
Bronco, heove done a grest
deal to les sen ‘the pro=-

MELRO's constant exim—
ination of the atmosphere

provides the 4th Bn., ‘l‘l th artillery elements., The
Lrty,, vith ne-ced deta to Fire Direction GCenters
put their rounis on t v~ (FDCs) of the odancnts
get. then use the date to

The teem is vart of the odjust their roundz to
2n¢ Bn., 11th 4rty., of the varying weather con-
the 101 Lirborne D1v1.sion, ditions.

but sup orts the 11th Bde, "Without our dats, "ex-

SP5 Robert L., BRenttie pained SP5 uec_tble, "The
(Moorhead s Minn,) wio batteries must compute
hends. the team ex:loins their +targets from a set
its function, of weather  stondsrds.

"Our mein purpos= is to This, of course, doesn't
supnort firing b titeries give them the yp-to-date
in this ares. We gather information .our section

deta that includes temper- can provide,"

aturey - wind direction and How important is it for
speed, ond ;. atmosoheric the artillery uvnits to get
deasity m» to 25,000 the latest we .~her izfore
feata - g ma't"xon"

HETHO  gends w> a bal- "Quite importeont, "s*ys
loon with. a ‘radiosonde SF5 Ben ttie, "During b:d
atbtsched. This tronsmits weather the difference be-

team ‘tween our comoutations end
+ :‘ie

a signel b.ck to the
givine hunicdity, temerae-
ture, ond atmosoheric pre-
sure,

The LTRO men then fo
to work charting the cdata out -us an error of 15,0C0
ond later pass it onto the meters can occur,"

HILL

GIMLETS ON SAN JUAN
SERVED IN CURA IN 'S8 TOO

stondards can
han o tarcet as mmch
os 1 SCO meters,"
815 Beattie says,'"With-

werther

Seventy-one ye s latcr, the "Gimlets" of the 4th
Battzlion, 21st Infantry are once agein on San Juan
H:Lll. th this time the fi'l‘tin( is not in Cuba and

the wer is much differont from the one with Spain.

iimed for ‘the hill which earned the Congressional
Medal of “onor for six "Gimlets" in the Sp aish-imeri-
can war, LZ Ean Juen [Hill is one of the 4th of the
21st's fire suyort bi.ses. It is located 12 miles
west of the 11th Drigode's bese camp at LZ Lronco.

Llong with LZ Manosses ~né LZ Cedor lountain, LZ
Sen Juan Rill  reflects the prond history of tiie now
Americol Division "Gimlets'.

Cedar Mountain s the 2ist Infintry's first test
in b.ttle during the war betwecn thie st tes.
Manarsas, for which the "Gimlets" newest fire su, ort

brse wos noweld, was the scene of bitter firhting for
the 21st Ini‘. mtry in the war between the st tes.

Shatk

FOR RUENLISTMELT INFORMLTION CALL 235

¢S 1)

ECVIHON . GIVES
) ) L

/7 s
(B 1/20 Cont from page 4)

The rest of Company B,
led by 1LT William D,
Castille (Port irthur,
Texas), quickly moved out
to 21l their men,

Eight air strikes were
called i on the  enemy,
cunsiips from the
174%h LEC vworked over the

‘aea, MArtillery from the
1st Battelion, &2nd  Ar-
tillery elso pounied the
enemny.,

Six 4lCs from E troop,

"1/1 Cavalry moved out

with the compriy. Com~
pany E from the 3ré Bat-
talion, 1st Infentry was
elso CA«. into the area
to try ta cordon the in-
surgents,.

CO0. B, 1/20 pushed on
with the trocks, 4t . one
point cont-ct was made
about 10 to 15 meters
from a trench line, he
enemy's he vy fire vas
answered in retnrn  with
hetvy fire - from the
USykes Herulers."

Duringz the fire, SCGT
Patrick Herringa (Cadi-

lec, Michigan) moved into
the trench line, In the
trench line he spotted
one dead KVA solc.ier and
a RPFG-7 rocket launcher
with a round still in it.
He picked up the launcher
and moved b ck to his mens
The final couat * " of
‘1ig ghowed that 11 ~ NVA
were killed, CFT Alfred
Webb (Lg. Jolls, Calif, ),
he b:attalion's S=2 offi-’

cer, said, "I sow tirem
crovling awey. They were
as bi'- as I am and were
wearinge steel pots  with
rmou.flage covers, uni=-
forms and hieavy vorot—
ation covering their
bocies.



(WRAPUP cont from page 3)
‘bodies were discovered in
an area 18 milegs = SW- of
Quang Ngai City by the 3/1
command and control .heli-
copter. The enemy  sold-
iers had been killed by
6/11 artillery.

D Company, 1/20, de-
tained three military aged
males in an area 10 miles
north of Duc Pho and later
discovered the trio to be
draft dodgers.

Fire from 6/11 artil-
lery killed eight  VC on
March 1, 18 miles SW of
Quang Ngai City. Another
kill was recorded by. E
Troop, 1lst Cav at 0700 in
an area five miles north
of Duc Pho,

"Gimlets" of B Company,
4/21, working in an area
nine miles south of Quang
Ngai City, killed an NVA
soldier and captured his
AK-/7 and pack on March 2.

They also accounted for
two Chicom grenades and
four Dbags of small arms
ammunition.

MEDAL WINNERS
HEADING HOME

Two soldiers of the 3rd
Battalion, 1st Infantry,
are leaving their battal-
ion with an enviable re-
cord of awards.

Joseph F. Piotrowski
(Oakford, Pa.), who served
as a platoon sergeant with
B Company, was awarded a
total of eight medals for

valor and service during
his tour with the 1lth
Brigade.

He was awarded the Sil-
ver Star; Bronze Star with
"' Device; Bronze Star
for Service; Army Commen-
dation Medal for Achieve-
ment; and three Purple
Hearts.

Thomas A. Hartman, D
Company, served as a Radio
Telephone Operator for the

battalion commander and
later as a platoon ser-
geant.

He was awarded the Sil-
ver Star; Bronze Star
with "U" Device; Army Com-
mendation Medal for A-
chievement; two Furple
Hearts; and the Air Medal
with 11 Oak Leaf Clusters.

SYKES REGULARS" DIG
UP . TRICKY VIETCONG

The eXpress1on "digging 'Charlie! out of the area"
became an accurate description of what a company of
11th Brigade soldiers were forced to do recently.

"Sykes Regulars" of Company A, lst Battalion, 20th
Infantry madew.a combat hssault in an area 12 miles
northwest of Duc Pho. As the-last helicopter dropped
it's troops they began receiving sniper fire.

The 11th Brigade infantrymen, led by CPT David.w.

Walsh (Colton, Calif.), moved toward the sniper; kil-
ling one VC and caoturlng his SKS rifle,
Another sniper carrying a BAR was spotted. The

fire brought on this insurgent wounded him, causing
him to drop his weapon as he ran for a tunnel,

"Their were several tunnels in the area," explained
1LT Leo C, Beachwell (Princeton, New Jersey). "I found
the right one though."

1LT Beachwell had crawled into a tunnel, poking a=
round with a long stick, As he was about halfway in
one of the tunnels the stick was grabbed from his
hand, "I took this as my cue to move out of the hole,"
the platoon leader said.

A grenade was thrown into the hole as soon as 1LT
Beachwell crawled out, but the VC refused to leave his
position, A CS grenade was thrown into the hole. The
shiper still refused to budge.

Finally two bangalore torpedoes were placed in the
tunnel by SPZ Charles W. Veatch (Des Moines, Iowa),
the company's demo man, "We figured that this should
do the trick," SP4 Veatch said., "I don't know how he
stayed in there, but he did."

Their efforts thwarted in every attempt, CFT Walsh
called farthe old stand bys, ehtrenching tools, shov-
els and picks. The Captain's group went to work on
their excavation project.

As they dug they found the tunnel had two entran-
ces. The evader had not escaped, however., As they
continued to dig they found  that there was another
hole at the ©bottom of the tumnel., This is where
"Charlie" had holed up.

CPT Walsh explained that the 7C had gotten-into the

hole and then covered the hole with a board. "The
little guy had a wund in each leg and was seared to
death," CPT Walsh stated. "He was carrying documents

and was plenty eager to talk."

"It was certainly worth the effort to get that guy

out of there. There is no telling what valuable .in-
formation we may get out of him, I think he was
pretty happy to get out of the hole too. He mast

have had a heck of a headache,
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