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FSB DEBBIE--Booby traps . \ ·:_,,,·1); __ .~.,/ 1· . ~
1 

_,,,... .- . ......... . 

a....-e an extreme hazard to ·, \.-" • . (.l.J--r 1,-,. '. .I':' : "" . .' 
the infantrymen of the ~ · , -.. ' ,,,-- • ' 
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· l; i , L .i .....; d ·lERICAL Di vision. Thr<?e - \ l:::- ! i , ~ \ -. 
months ago the 11th Bri- ,, \ ~- : ...... i 
gade's 4th Battalion, -2lst 

1
. I 

fafa.."ltry initiated a 
I 
I j .' 

train:.ng pr ~r.".lll to alert 
its men ::.,) c ~e types of 
booby t r ::;:>3 ased in their 
area and how to detect 
th~~. One 4th Battalion, 
21st Infantry soldier re: 
cently proved that he had 
learned t:1e lesson well 
when his alertness saved 
the lives of several mem­

., .. ----·--

bers of his squad. 
Specialist Four James 

Gottlob (Big Timber , 
Mont.) was walking paint 
on a patrol just south of 
Due Pho. "I was l eading 
my squad up a small hill 
when I felt a trip wire 
pressing on my ankle, and 
then I noticed a large ar­
tillery round hidden in a 
bush," stated Gottlob. "Ny 
first thought was to warn 
the guys about what I 
found and get the hell 
away from there," he con­
tinued. 

"I told him to freeze, " 
sa.id Second Lieutenant 
Herbert Boutwell (Pensa­
cola, Fla.), "and Sergeant 
Timothy O'Donnel (Reading, 
Pa.) and I carefully moved 
around to the side of tlle 
bush to examine the de­
vice." 

llhen the rest of the 
squad was safely out of 
danger, Gottlob carefully 
retreated and the round 
wns blown in place, 

Specialist Four Abid 
Quinones (Lares, P,R.) , 
mo was walking directly 
behind Gottlob, summed up 
the incident, "Jim turned 
a near disaster into a 
close call," 
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FSB LIZ-- Operating under frequen t ha.:ras::im ,nt from 
VC snipers, a company of t,HERIC/J, Division s old i ers 
recently uncovered one of t he largest enemy rice 
caches ever f ound in t he I Corps Tact ical Zone . The 
men of Company c, 1st Batt alion, 20th I nfantry , 11th 
Brigade conducted. an i ntensive, nine-day SP.arch op­
eration that produ ced 97, ,500 pounds of enemy r:i.ce 
along t he "Gaza Strip" coast line, ten miles north of 
Due Pho, 

Initially, Company 
two miles east of the 
tion that a large unit 
area , Eng ineers from 
bad reported several 
and mortr.r fire as well 

C had been "combat assaulted" 
vi ll~ e of No Due, on i nfarma-

of VC was operat i ng in t he 
t he 26t h li:ngineer ing Batt lion 
i nstances of enemy sniper fi r e 
as a number of booby traps. 

S! iL\f,K<;;,-4Pvl"J 
=·T ::; r ! 1\/ A 

FSB BRONCO---A recent 
enemy drive ~ainst Nghia 
Hanh, Civilian Irre:;ular 
Defense Group (CIDG) Camp , 
has cost the NV \ 135 dead, 
the implacement, five 
miles southwest of Quang 
Nsai City, was the object 
of a r e,g imental- size of ­
f ensive which , if success­
ful , ~,ould have left 
Quang Ngni City open to 
att ack, The enemy move 
was to coincide with a 
similar attack upon Hiep 
Due to t he north , 

The· JISRICAL Division's 
174th and 176th hViation 
companies ( Assault Heli­
copter) and the 4th ARVN 
Regiment coubined to . stop 
the nvt, and dictate a 
bloody retreat back into 
the mountains, 

Prior knowledge of the 
( SHARJCS CONTD ON PAGE 4 ) 

Company C swept t hrough 
the flat, open rice pad­
dies, i nterspersed with 
hedgerows, mangr ove swamp, 
and ~mall, oasis-type ham-· 
l ets, ~ short ra113e , pa­
trol from t he mortar pl a­
t oon was s ent out to check 
one of thes e hamlets, 

:.. routine search failed 
-t.o yiel d any siGni ficant 
results until Se:rge,-.JJts 
James E, Balcarczyk (LEl.ck­
awanna, N. Y, ) and Ju.an P, 
Denucci (North St. Pe:i l, 
Minn.) entered an old 
church, fallen i nt o dis­
use. Once inside, the two 
men discover ed rice hi dden 
in coffi n-like boxes, In­
tensifyi ng their search, 
they came up with almost 
two m d a l alf tons of the 
enemy food staple and 
sparked a company-size 
search operation that was 
to last for t he next nine 
(STI:ARCn CONTINUSD m PG 3) 



A KEY TO UNDERST ANDlf\JG 
Packi11G up ,:ftor a 

l•iliDC.AP a harine nutters to 
a corj_:sP..an, "Look sone of 
those people arc selline; 
the sos.~:) you :;nve t;1ee to 
that storo ovor tl,ere 111 

Dci,m the road e, h0.­
~ine cuarding a bridge 
i-)oints to a small boy 
s c;unttin;:; 0;1 lris h, 0hes 
and says to Hs friend 
"Look a.t tho.t stupid kidl 
Don' t any of t hen care 
where they ::;o to the bath­
room?" 

Still further dmm 
t:1e road a fai"1ily of Viet­
ne.r.cse have f::i.nished their . 
work of trans!)lantinG rice 
in their paddy. They are 
clinbinp; 111) the benlc of 
the road on their i-,ay hone. 
Their P-r-~,s nI1.d lee; s e.re 
covered '·i t !·1 fsrey slin e 
that ri,pidly dries and 
cc.!;:es on tl18ir bodies. A 
Marine se ::s t hem, points 
at then, <'J1d 1:-ughs to his 
bud,:'.y. 

You 1:ot'.ld think that 
Ecny rw.tnrs aclul t could. 
ficure out that to bathe 
:rou need lots of fresh wa­
ter. For s roi,r.1-ups to 
, .. :a sh their clothes, they 
r:iu.st h&ve another set of 
clothes to ,1e ~.r while they 
wash the first sat. Eany 
fu.rrners here can afford 
only one set of clothes a 
year. 

In n.e.ny ::cx; rts of I 
Co:rps, es ~Jec:1.ally c.J.onB 
the car.st, there just 
isn I t nuch fresh ,_.,e.ter. 
Eruw of t he uells have 
bnrely eno,1 c l1 uc.ter for 
Prinlcinc; . And over the 
years people :.1ave leai 0 ned 
that it is best not to 

c ronnd'? It has bern 
p'Ointed out tlw.t hUlilt.n 
waste here is used Es fer­
tilizer. Fertilizer nukes 
up to 30); difi'erence on 
the rice crop. It 1 s lil<e 
,,1oney. Co:cunercial ferti­
lizer costs VN$495 and up 
to cover a t 1,:o-acre plot 
(several day's wages). Be­
cause htun£.n 1-1aste is lilce 
r.i.oney mc:my peo!]le like to 
teep it on to'J o:f!the 
f; rovnd in a bo:: or o. com­
post hea;) ~-,here t he;:r can 
see it. - (We soneti,nes 
t v.ke mi.r wallets out just 
to loo!( at our Il)oney., too.) 

So before we conderm 
anyone fm.• beinr, dirty, we 
ne;,,d to ;,sk why arc people 
dirty. Tl1er0 . are usualJ.y 
good r easons just as there 
are uH,;_1 troops coning out 
of t he field. 

When we ask some of 
ou.:· friend s uho fi rew u.~:> in 
so-called "cconor!.ically de­
pri ved aree.s II how thlnr.,;s 
were there, we l earn that 
t ;_,er o a re still l)le.ces in 
t l,e United Stat~s where 
people bathe or..cc a weolc 
in e. '·. ash tub, 1-.rh.orc people 
s ~'li t on the ground and 
ul1ere there a:;.·o no scr0 ens 
or ins~cticide to take 
car e of t de flies. 

Sor:wti;:;1e s back home 

we run into peo::,le who · 
have l ost e.ll hone of bct­
ted;1g -;,hernselvc;. They 
tend ·i;o be di!'ty c'nd ccr c­
l ess. That's ju.st t he 
point. They have been 
kicked a2·01.md so t1ucl1 they 
don't car c o.nyr1ore. Some­
tL1e s 1-1 f, will ntn into 
this kind of ~Jeople in 
Vietnam. 

But bet on ·(,:1is •. Most 
peopJ.e like to be clean. 
Lool: how 1.-fr:.i te rne.ny uon en 
!rnc, p ·i;i1eir e.o do.i \ drass-­
es), hou l-!~1itc t,;_1e men 
keep their forr,1al dross. 
'.!.'heir bodies are just E ke 
ours. 'ft is 1·efrc shi ng to 
f c .. :l cJ.can, especially on 
a hot, mus y d0.y . But a s 
, •e look Hround we:; can s pot 
DJ,:my good r zasons ,,.,hy it 
is hard, even for soJ.diers 
to st8.y clean . 0nt in ·che 
field feu r.1e11 will wa.nt to 
bathe in the cold, uintei' 
months. When t here is 
o,.1ly enougl1 water for 
drinkinG d1.1.ring t he dry 
season evcrJone would like 
to bathe but can 't. 

It tal:cs T:1011ey to 
h J.y soe. ) r,nd toilets. It 
h 1.lces fresh, · J.e['.ch- f r ee 
Hater :-nd a half way :,:,lea-­
s 2i1t clinate to t Eke a 
ba th. (Reprint-PE;-iSOJ:AL 
R ,SPOESE Vieupoint, V-8. 

TR/OEr~T 
Bric;ade Commander 
Ini'on1«tion Gi'l'icer 
1~ditor 

COL I·~ .D. Berlou 

Senior Cori·c spondent 
Illustrf,.tor 

bathe in so::-.e rivers becoure ~· ,.., .:>·.:.a.ff neporters 
of leaches or parasites tlrl 

CFT Terry N~ 'l'h.rasher 
SI¼ Grc[;ory IlriJ ,1t 
SP4 Peter rr . Sorensen 
SJ14 John 'wriJ,,t 
SP4. Tob:1r h·odgers 

att.?.ch t her> sclves to lltu1an 
bodies. 

And, w~1enever y ou see 
people se lling soap, you 
can fi-:rnrc one o-: nll of 
three thincs: 1. Th~y 
don I t have eriou.r;h 1 ·ater to 
use it; 2. They need 
sor.10thinc else mor e and 
are e:v:che.nc1, ing tl1c soap 
for it o~; J. They don~ 
yet !mo,,· the value of 
usin[ soap over un extcnc~­
ecl. i1oriod of t.iiae. 

What El.bout tl1c busi­
ness of defecv.tin{; on th:> 

SPL, fl.on Aderr1s 

The TRIDT !IT is 'J\J.blished 11:::0'.:ly under the supervi­
sion of t he 11t:1 Infantry Brig<'\dc IO, APO ~i' ';'J217 t,s 
v.n C.l~t!1orizcd ~11.1.blicntion. Op5.nioms c):y:cess..:d i, :.)rein 
do not neces sarily r Ei-.•rcscnt t :--,os,, of thG Derie:·t.nent 
of th" !rrny. 
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By Chaplain (CPT) 

When Lincoln reprieved Uilliam Scott, condemned to 
be shot for sleeping at his post, he said to him 1 "I / 
am going to t:t\lst you, and send you back to your reg­
i~ent, My bill for this is a very large one, I have 
left my work, and have come up he r~ from Washington on 
your account, There is only one man in the world who 
can pay the bill, and his name is William Scott. If 
from this day William Scott does his duty so that if I 

SP/ 4 James\!, Yates 
HHC 4/3, GIRL, 7 lbs , 

)OZ:s-. JtJ.ne 3, 1970. 

SP/4 Iarry \loo, 62nd Sig , 
Bn., BOY, 8 lbs, , June 4, 

1970 . 

were there when he comes to die, he could look me in SSG Rnh8rt E. 
the face as he does now, a1d say, 'I have kept my pro- I BOY, 
mise, and have done my duty as a soldier,' then the 7une 3, 1970 

Hensleyl 
7 1'1s. 7 ozs.:.. 

debt will be paid. Will you make that promise, and 
try to keep it?" 

The promise was r,1ade and kept, Tbe 'soldier'. lived 
a life of courageous helpfulness, and died while res­
cui:lg.:. wQUnded men, Every one -e-f us .J;ho .. have,_i.ccept ed 

Sat. Robert Harve~ 
Co . E, 4/3/u utL, 7 

s . 8 ozs,, June 6 , 1970, 

into our lives God's purpose for Christ upon the cross Sgt, 
have experienced a similar s i tuation and are pledged "-
to the Master for life. To call ourse lves s oldiers in I .,_ us . 
the service of our country is not enough unless we are 

·willing to accept the discipline and ri5ors i mpos ed in 

J ames Sproles [ 
Co . E, 4/21, " UY, ~ 

9 ozs ., June 6 , 1970. 

peace and war, The same applie s when we en list in the 
Christian Army, It is not enou0 h t o simply call our-
s·elves Christians, but others must s ee the presence of 
the Almighty in the way we carry out the pledges made 
in our hearts when we first made Him Master ind Savio:/ 
in our lives, 11 And the King shall answer and say unt6 
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto · one of the l east ·of thas c my bret hr en, ye ha ve 
done it unto me, 11 Matt, 25:ll() 

( SEARCH CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE ) 
days, Searching all four small hamlets, the company 
found hidden caches in virtually every hut. 

"At first. we found sir,1pl e caches hidden under 
woodpiles, haystacks, and in bunkers . As time went 
on, though, we found them buried in gardens with f er­
tilizer spread over the rice. It'd be in the pig pens, 
too, .under the mud, straw, and dirt. Ninety per cent 
of it was in plastic bags, 11 explained Staff Sergeant 
John G, lfoore (Oxford, Ala.), 

In one inst;:i.nce , a man put a stick through the 
floor of one of the hooches and exposed a subfloor 
fulL .. of -~ice. Up to ti-10 layo.rs of c~cne::, _ Her~ found 
in some of the hooches. 

The night of the first find, the third platoon 
1,as setting up outside one of the haml e t s for security, 
when Specialist Four James II . McCord ( Holly Hill, Fla,) 
hit a ,00-pound cache wh~le dig :ing out a f oxhol e , 

Later, First Lieutenant John P. Grice (Jackson, 
Mise.), the nortar platoon leader struck a 1, JOO-pound 
cache when he stepped outside to dig a field latrine . 

· Illring the entire operation enemy harassment was 
frequent and ofter intense. Sniper f ire came princi­
pally from the mangrove swamps in the area and suspec­
ted enemy basecamps w~re located by patrolling in 
three of the outlying swamps. . • 

Much of the rice was r es erved f or distribution to 
civilians in the area and the rest was sent to Mo Due 
for wider distribution throughout Q.uang Ngai Province ·. 

SP/4 Tommie Collins / 
\ HHC 4/3, B6Y, 9 
l bs. Lr ozs., June 8 , 1970 , 

Staff s~t. Fred Laning , Jr, 
Co. A 3/1 , 

G.J.rtL, / .1.os. 11 ozs., June 
9, 1970 . 

S:i;t. Clifford 1'1 . Sprouse 
HHC, l_lth Bde 

G~HL, 6 l bs . 4 ozs ., June 
11, 1970. 

VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL 



( SHARKS CONTINUED FRON PAGE OITT: ) 
enemy's intentions, throug h militar: ;_ . ... ,,a .. . -; 

\ I 
\' \ 

could do little to stem the fury and forc a o: . .' ~- ~- ;;. 
mortar and g round attacks, " lihen we :::;ot on s t ation it t ·.:c- l'f(;-; __ - 11·-;:. . Go , :dll-::cl. 
uas hard to t e ll ,~ho was in possessi on of N~hia Hanh. one ·vc i n t he J.01!lnnds 26 

I, • 1 · ft d --;i 1 cs uor'i:,; !W~St 0)7n Du e F,1a.. Soldie rs of i;he -+th f.RV";; Ra:si uent, who were air- L a · ·12_ Jt1.i1~: S-2 .I., 1··. !d 1] .-
in earlier, were in heavy c ontact," stated Warrant ~~c. o, ·c, VG ::ic~j , c

8
E t ·i:,o t lw. 

Officer Jarvis D, Gambrell (Port Arthur, Tex,) of the s. c;
1
inr, So.-,_, c i ;:;iri:. n iles 

171.J-th Avn, Co, ( s01.,t l1 o.f Dl;.c P.10. A. L:-/3 
Said First Lieut enant Joseph R, Brandt Newton , cn ,·a; ·eel_ t.nd killed oae VC 

Iowa) also of the 174th Avn. Co,, " \.le came under heavy i~;~-i:.i~o nou_.•yi:,ains 10 u:i.lcs 
enemy g round fire ••. three or four i 51 calibe r machine- SI-I of Due Pho, '.'JK1 D l/2G 
guns and sorae .30 calibers . The NVA were well-equipped. , .ccOlmt :.H:!. fci' o1.c VG '.:ill­
Q.ir ships had to rearm at least four times during the eel :L, t ..'.ic l oulc.m1s 15 ::ikc 
day• " nori:.h. 

Heavy ground fi:;hting by ·the 4th ARYN Reginent and JS June : B 3/l engaged 
inspired flying by the gunships, neutralized the enemy five VC killil!G three :.acl 
acti on ngainst Nghia Hanh, The r-r'./A we re forced to confis cr.i.ti:~g one carbine 
assume a defemive stance. , NV.\ e l ements attempted t o in 2.ct io·,. on the bo.uks of 
flee south to t heir sanctuary in t :-ie Son£; Ve River •t1·w Son,:; Trtc, Kl.me Ri ver 
Vnlley; they were fixed a ,1d dest r oyed by ~uns hips und 2 5 r.lilcs J-!~! of Due p 

10
, 

r eaction f orces of iillVN infantrymen delivered by T.:lG "Warlords" of t lio 123c'. 
"Dolphin" utility s hips of the 174th, Avn. l.;n . :,ccorn,t cd for 

The "coup de grace " wus de:i.lt the enemy offensive fon~ i.Vt. killed an d ti!o 
on the 1-reste rn ridge of t:1e Sons Ve River Vall_ey cor- S" S' s c cn.i' iscatcc' o;1 t !1: 
ridor. Sec ond Lieutenant John I. O' Sullivan (Brooklyn, Sone Tru Khuc , i ver 25 mi. 
N,Y.), 174th g unship p ilot, de scri bed the action: "The l :W of Dl.!c Pho. ilc c o~1 4/21 
gunshi p pilots are familiar 1-1 i th the 1-1estern and east- uccoimtcc1. for 2 lN1 killed 
.em mountain c hains 1·1 I, ich rise up from the Song Ve• A i n t ll:J 1~0'..' nt ,'.'i n s 6 ·· mile s 
'Shark' guns hip passed over the weste rn ridge and no- so1.1.t '.:.wcst of Dnc Pho. 
ticed that it wasn't as bald or as open as usua l, Worldn:, i i! t .. G novnt a i n s 
From the base at the s outhern side-to the t op-to the l C :-.1i:.e:J ,:ort .. 11, 13t of D -.c 
base at the northern side was a row of bushes that Fllo. Co. c, 1/ :0 :.i :1 lee' 
wasn't ther e normally , A second pass of the area r e- one i'1VA c.ncl di s covcr3c1 twc 
vea l ed an AK- 47 attached to one of the 'limbs'• What VC bodie s 1h ich wer e crod­
the pilot identified was a camouflaged , 800 meter, re- itcd ·i;,o Co, A, 1/20 whc. 
lief c olumn of e nemy sol di e rs headed for Nghia Hanh." hac e;r:,v ·ed 4 VC iu t lw 

Major Fredrick G, Blackburn (Kansas C~ty, _Ho ~), .:u-ea a ·\
1
~;::Lh ev.rlier. 

comraa:nder of the 174th Avn, Co,, flying the Air Miss i on 17..l...~: Con)Pxi.y I.; 4/21 
Control ship clea red the grid and turned the 3u~s~ips en.:_-;a _od two i:N., !d. - , in · 
loose on the trail, Lieute nant Colonel Le Ba h.lueu, one and c cn.fisc et :i.:,,1::; o~ie 
commander of the L~t h ARVN Regiment, r eali zing the e nemy Ji s ·i;,ol in t i1.: lou l f;nds i:: 
situa t i on or""anized a reaction force which was c ombat rtile s :,o:.:-t.

1 
of Due PLo, 

assaulte d at_, last light right on top of the now s mold- 1G. Juiw: Compru:iy I3_, 
ering trail. 1/20 '.~ilJ.ec1 0:10 VC b t ho 

Cor.i..-;iented i'lr. Gambrell, "The 4th t .RVN Regiment is lowlands four ru l e s nor-.:.~. 
an outstanding unit. He like workin,3 for them , becaus e of Due ]:-')

100 
L'1 t he actio:: 

we know t hey are bust i ng for us. They got in there a nd 22,500 piasters were con-
were all ov-;r the NVJ.," f iscated, 

On the c ommand leve l, ifajor Blaekburn had t hese 19 J~: Cornpany A, 4/:. 
words of :;:>raise, "The c ooperation between t:1e 4th ;.,RVN accm.mted for six eneia;:· 
Regiment and the 174th has always been excelle~t , killed while world.ng i.;: 
Colonel Khieu is an outstandinz military l eader, ~71 ng t he riounte.i ns eis .,t n:i_l e:.. 
this operat i on h0 was hi:;hly flexible i n :1is deci~ions sov.tl1\•!est of Dt~c P'.10, Tw, 
which were calculated a s tep ahead of t:,e enemy s itua - AY .... 471 s, one Si:S, 0;1e 9rm : 

tion," pistol, and two greno.dc:: 
The South Vietnamese e l ement while s we 3pin.s +he I/ore confiscated L1 t he 

battlefield credited the l?L~th with the de s t r ucti?n of action. J;elix 35 killec 
a colllfiland post, The 4th .ARVN Regiment has _ c ?nf:l.rned two VC i n t he :.:o:-~,t a i.L:.. 
that 135 NVA di ed in their a ttempt t o raze 1~~hia Hanh , ucst of bu.c Pho~ Co.C 4/ 3 
Seventeen kills were credit ed to t he 176th vn. Co, and Idllcc1 one VC c.nc1 conn .. 
38 to tha "Shark" gunships of t:. e 174th Avn , Co. sc8.tecl. two 0-rcr..c.dcs in t h, . 

A grin postscript to the action occurred a day a~d lo11lands 24 r.i.:i. lcs . •ort:,--
' a half later when an 1J11e rican force in the Song Ve Ri- west. 

ver Valley detained an NVA w:10 identified himself as a 
rea-imental cook, He reported that he was ordere•'i to 
wait in the valley for the e lement's return from the 
Nghia Hanh mission--thus far, no one had returned. 
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