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FSB DEBBIE--Booby traps
are an extreme hazard to
the infantrymen of the
AMERICAL Division,
months ago the 1lth Bri-
gade's 4th Battalion, 2lst
Infantxy initiated a
training program to alert
its men to the types of
booby trsps used in their
area and how to detect
them, One &4th Battalion,
2lst Infantry soldier re=
cently - proved that he had
learned the lesson well
when his alertness saved
the 1lives of severzl mem-
bers of his squad,

Specialist Four
Gottlob (Big Timber ,
Mont,) was walking peint
on a patrol just south of
Duc Pho, "I was leading
my squad up a Small hill
when I felt a trip wire
pressing on my ankle, and
then I noticed a large ar-

James

tillery round hidden in a

bush," stated Gottlob, "My
first thought was to warn
the guys about what I
found and get the hell
away from there," he con-
tinued,

‘"I told him to freeze,"
said Second Lieutenant
Herbert Boutwell (Pensa-
cola, Fla,), "and Sergeant
Timothy O'Donnel (Reading,
Pa,) and I carefully moved
around to the side of the
bush to examine the de=-
vice,"

When the rest of the
squad was safely out of
danger, Gottlob carefully
- retreated and the round
was blown in place,

Specialist Four Abid
Quinones (IareS. P-R-) ’
vho was welking directly
behind Gottlob, summed up
the incident, "Jim turned
a near disaster into a
close call.,"
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FSB LIZ--Operating under frequent harassment from

VC snipers, a
recently uncovered
caches
men
Brigade

one

conducted an

company of AMERICAL Division soldiers
of the

ever found in the I Coxps
of Company C, lst Battalion, 20th Infantry, llith
intensive, nine-day search op-

enemy riee
The

largest

Tactical Zone,

eration that produced 97,500 pounds of enemy rice

along the
Due Pho,
Initially,
two miles
tion that a large unit

area, Bngineers
had reported several

"Gagza Strip" coastline, ten miles north of

Company C had been "combat assaulted"
east of the village of Mo Duc, on infarma-
of
from the 26th Engineering Battalion
instances of enemy sniper fire

VC was operating in the

and mortar fire as well as a number of booby traps,

SHARKS~ARVN
STOF NVA

FSB BRONCO---A - recent
enemy drive against Nghia
Hanh, Civilian Irregular
Defense Group (CIDG) Camp,
has cost the NVA 135 dead,
the implacement , five
miles southwest of Quang
Ngai City, was the object
of a regimental-size of-
fensive which, if success-~

ful, would have left
Quang Ngai City open to
attack, The enemy move

was to coincide with a
similar attack upon Hiep
Duc to the north, :

The AMERICAL Division's
174th and 176th Aviation
companies (aAssault Heli-
copter) and the 4th ARVN
Regiment combined to . stop
the NVA and dictate a
bloody retreat back into
the mountains,

Prior knowledge of the
(SHARKS CONTD ON PAGE &4 )

Company C swept through
the flat, open rice pad-
dies, interspersed with
hedzerows, mangrove swamp,
and small, oasis-type ham-
lets, A short range, pa-
trol from the mortar pla-
toon was sent out to check
one of these hamlets.

A routine search failed
to yileld any significant
results until

James E, Balcarczyk (Lack-
awanna, N.Y.) and Alen P,
Denucci (North St, Penl,
Minn,) ‘entered an old
church, fallen into dis-
use, Once inside, the two

men discovered rice hidden
in coffin-like boxes, In-
tensifying their search,
they came up with almost
two ;nd a half tons of the
enemy food staple and
sparked a company-size
search operation that was
to last for the next nine
(SEARCH CONTINUZD ON PG 3)
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A KEY TO UNDERSTANDING

Packing up after a
MEDCAP a Marine rutters to
a corpsman, "Look sonme of
those people are selling
the soep you gave then to
that store over tierel"

Dovm  the road o lia-
rine guarding a bridge
points to a small boy
scuatiing on Lis b ches
and says to lis friend
"Look at thet stupid kidl
Don't any of then care

where they zo to the bath-
room?"

Still  further down
the road a fanily of Viet-
nenese have finished their
work of trensvplenting rice
in their paddy. They are
climbing wup the benk of
the road on their way hone,

Their =zras and legs eare
covered ith grey sline
that repidly dries and

cckes on their bodies, A
Marine secs them, points
at then, and leughs to his
bud:ly,

You world think that
eny mnature adwlt could
figure out that to bathe
you need lots of fresh wa-
ter. For grown-ups to
wash their clothes, they
must have another set of
clothes to werr while they
wesh the first sct., leny
farmers here can afford
only one set of clothes a
year,

In meny overts of I
Corps, esnecially =zlong
the coast, there just
isn't nmuch fresh water,
Many of . the wells have
borely enowrsh water for
@rinkinz, And over the

years people have learned
that it is best not to
bathe in some rivers because
of leaches or narasites tlet
attach themselves to hunan
bodie Se

And, wliencver you see
people selling soap, you
con figure one ox all of
three things: 1. They
don't have enouvgh rater to
uge ity 2. They need

sorething clsc more and
are exchenging the soap
for it orj; 3. They don%

yot lnow the value of
using soap over an extond-
eé period of time.

What ebout the busi-
ness of defecating on the

ground? It has been
pointed out that humen
waste here is used es fer-
tilizer. Fertilizer nakes
up to 30% diff'erence on
the rice crop. It's 1like
money, Commercial ferti-
lizer costs VN$495 and up
to cover a two-acre plot
(several dey's wages)., Be-
cause humen waste is like
noney many peonle like to
keep it on ton ofithe
zround in a box or & com-
post hean where <they can
see it. (We sonetines
take our wallets out just
to look at our money, toc)

So before we condemn
anyone for being dirty, we
necd to esk why &are people
dirty. There are usually
good rcasons just as there
are with troops coning out
of the field,

When we ask some of
ovr friends who grew up in
so-called "ccononically de-
priveé areesg " how things
were there, wec learn that
tuerc are still pleces in
tile Unitcd States where
peonle bathe once 2 weck
in & vwash tub,where people
spit - on the ground and
where there are no screzns

or insecticide to take
care of t.ue flies,
Sonetines back home

ve run into  peonle
nhave lost 21l hope of bet-
tering ‘hemselves, They
tend to be dirty cnd corc-

lesss That's just the
point. They have becn

kicked eround so ruch they

don't cerc anymore. Some-
tinmes we will mun into

this kind of rveople in
Vietnam,

But bet on thig, Most
people like to be clean,
Lool: how white meny wonen
kecp their o dai (dress—
es), how waite the men
keep their formal drass.
Their bodies are just like
oaurs. It is vefreshing to
feul clean, especially on
a hot, mug y éay. But as
e look around w< can spot
neny cood reagons way it
is hard, even for soldiers
to stay clean, OUut in the
field few men will want ©o
bathe in the cold, winter
months., When there is
only enough water  for
drinking during the dry
scason everyone would lile
to bathe but can't,

It taies money to
buy soap and toilets. It
takes fresh, leach-free
vater rnd a haliwvay plea—-—
sent climate to  tak a
bath, (Reprint-FERSCIAL
R.SPOLSE Viewpoint, V-8, )
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Lincoln reprieved William Scott, condemned to
ibr sleeping at his post, he said to him: "I
to trust you, and send you back to your reg-
; bill " for this is a very large onc., I have
“my work, and have come up here from Washington on
account. ‘There is only one man in the world who
"the bill, and his name is William Scott, If
E this day William Scott does his duty so that if I
were there when he comes to die, he could look me in
~ the face as he does now, and say, 'I have kept my pro-
mise, and have done my duty as a soldier,' then the
debt will be paid, VWill you make that promise, and
try to keep it?"
' The promise was made and kept. The soldier’ 1lived
a life of courageous helpfulness, and died while res-
‘culng:. wounded men. Every one-of us.who.havegaccepted
into our lives God's purpose for Christ upon the cross

have experienced a similar situation and are pledged.

* to the Master for life, To call ourselves soldiers in
the service of our country is not enough unless we are
‘willing to accept the discipline and rizors imposed in
peace and war, The same applies when we enlist in the
Christian Army., It 1is not enough to simply call our-
selves Christians, but others must see the presence of
the Almighty in the way we carry out the pledges made
in our hearts when we first made Him Master and Savio
in our lives, "And the King shall answer and say unt
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
;1t unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me.“ Matt, 25:40

£ smnmx CONTINUED FROM PAGE omﬂ )
.days. Searching all four small hamlets, the company
, f@und hidden caches in virtually every hut.

: "At first we found simple caches hidden under
.'wnﬂﬁyiles, haystacks, and in bunkers, As time went

: @QOugh, ve found them buried in gardens with fer-

under the mud, straw, and dirt., Ninety per cent
lastlc bags," explained Staff Sergeant
» Oxford, Ala.).
one instance, a man put a stick through the
f one of the hooches and exposed a subfloor
-rice, Up to two layers of caches. werg found
of the hooches,
ht of the first find, the third platoon
ing up outside one of the hamlets for security
st Four James Il, McCord (Holly Hill, Fla,)
und cache while dig;ing out a foxhole,
irst Lieutenant John P. Grice (Jackson,
 mortar platoon leader struck a 1,300-pound
e stepped outside to dig a field latrine.
entire operation enemy harassment was
ofter intense, Sniper fire came princi-
;imnsrove swamps in the area and suspec-
1IpS w=2re located by patrolling in
Ng SwWamps,
Fice was reserved for distribution to
area and the rest was sent to Mo Duc
l‘thrdughunt Ouang Ngai Province,
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8P/ 4 James U, Yates L
HHC 4/3, GIRL, 7 lbs,

“5ozs. June 3, 1970,
SP/l larry Voo, 62nd

Sig,

Brigii-BAY, « Bdbs,,. June 4,

1970.
SSG Reobart E, Hensley\

BOY,; =7 108, 7 0z8s

June 3, 1970

Szt. Robert Harveﬂ

Co, B, 4L/3, GuinL, 7
bs, B 0zS., June 6, 1970,

Sgt. James Sproles/

Co. E, 4/21, BUY, 8

|

P/U Tommie Collins

1US, 9 0zS., June 6, 1970,

HHC 4/3, BOY, 9
lbs. L ogs.,, June 8, 1970,

Staff Sezt. Fred Laning

0 bag

Co, A 3/1 X

GLlHL, 7 1bs, 11 0zS.,
9, 1970.

June

Szt. Clifford M., Sprouse

HHC, 1l1lth
GLRL, 6 1bs, L 0ZSey
11, 1970,
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( SHARKS CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONZ )
enemy's intentions, througsh military
could do little to stem the fury and force ov o
mortar and ground attacks, "Uhen we got on station it
was hard to tell who was in possession of Nghia Hanh,
Soldiers of the 4th ARVIT Regiment, who were air-lifted
in earlier, were in heavy contact,” stated Warrant
Officer Jarvis D, Gambrell (Port Arthur, Tex,) of the
174th Avn., Co,

Said First Lieutenant Joseph R, Brandt (Newton,
Iowa) also of the 174th Avn. Co., "We came under heavy
enemy ground fire,,.three or four ;51 caliber machine-
guns and some ,30 calibers. The NVA were well-equipped,
gur lships had to recarm at least four times during the

ay."

Heavy ground fighting by -the
inspired flying by the gunships,

O g e S S
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Lth ARVN Reginent and
neutralized the enemy

action against Nghia Hanh, The NVA were forced to
assume a defentive stance. ,NVA elements attempted to
flee south to their sanctuary in the Song Ve River

Valley; they were fixed and destroyed by sunships and
reaction forces of ARVN infantrymen delivered Dy
"Dolphin" utility ships of the 174th,

The "coup de grace" was dealt the enemy offensive
on the western ridge of tiie Song Ve River Valley cor-
ridor, Second Lieutenant John I, 0'Sullivan (Brooklyn,
N.Y.), 174th gunship pilot, described the action: "The
gunship pilots are familiar with the western and east-
ern mountain chains which rise up from the Song Ve. A
'Shark' gunship passed over the western ridge and no-
ticed that it wasn't as bald or as open as usual,
From the base at the southern side-to the top-to the
base at the northern side was a row of bushes that
wasn't therec normally, A second pass of the area re-~
vealed an AK-47 attached to one of the 'limbs', What
the pilot identified was a camouflaged, 800 meter, re-
lief column of enemy soldiers headed for Nghia Hanh,"

Major Fredrick G. Blackburn (Kansas City, MNo.),
commander of the 174th Avn, Co,, flying the Air MNission
Control ship cleared the grid and turnesd the zunships
loose on the trail, Lieutenant Colonel lLe Ba Khieu,
comnander of the 4th ARVN Regiment, realizing the enemy
sitvation orzanized a reaction force which was combat
assaulted at last light right on top of the now smold-
ering trail,

Comnented
an outstanding unit,
we know they are htusting for us,
were all over the NVA,"

On the command level, lMajor Blaekburn had these
words of praise, "The cooperation between the 4th ARVN
Regiment and the 174th has always been  excellent,
Colonel Khieu is an outstandinz military lecader, During
this operation he was hizhly flexible in his decisions
which were calculated a step ahead of the cnemy situa-
tion;"

The South Vietnamese element while sweeping the
battlefield credited the 174th with the destruction of
a command post, The 4th ARVN Regiment has confirmed
that 135 NVA died in their attempt to raze Izshia Hanh.
Seventeen kills were credited to the 176th Avn, Co, and
38 to the "Shark" sunships of the 174th Avn, Co.

A grim postscript to the action occurred a day and
a half later when an Zmerican force in the Song Ve Ri-
ver Valley detained an NVA who identified himself as a
regimental cook, He reported that he was ordered to
wait in the valley for the element's return from the
Nghia Hanh mission--thus far, no one had returned,

Mr., Gambrell, "The 4th ARVN Regiment is
We like workinz for them, because
They got in there and

\."-\\ F‘, /\\ F'—lJ r: g

the 17460 Ava. Co, killed
onc VO in the lowlonds 26
L1gg gezivest of Pue Fa
ec. one VO adjdcent to the.
S, China Sen, eight niles
south of Due Pio, A 4/3
neaped and killed one VO
in the nountains 10 uiles
SW o7 Due Pho, ond D 1/20
cecounted fer one VO :ill-
ed in the lovlands 15 =iles
northe

16 June: B 3/1 engaged
five VWO killing three :nd

confiscating one ecarbinc

Ch

in action on the baouks of
the Song Tra Kwe River
25 niles Il of Duc Pio,
The "Warlords" of the 123d
Avn, DUn, “ccovnted for
four VA killed and two
SiS's confiscated on the

Song Tra Khuc liver 25 ni,
iW of Duc Fho. Rccon 4/21
accounted for 2 HNVA killed
in the mountains 6 -miles
southwest of Duc Pho,
Workinz in t.c nountains
1C nort.wist of Duc
Fho, 1/20 Jeille
one IIVA ond discovered twe
VC bhodies vhich were cred-
ited to Co, A, 1/20 i
had enzaced 4 VO in
area a nonth earlier,
17 June: Comdeny D 4/21
engaged two HVA, i3
ne and cocafiscating one
pistol in thc lowlands 17
mniles north of Duc Fho,
1S June: Company B,
1/20 Xkilled onc VC in the
lowlands four niles nordl:
of Duc “ho, In the &ctio:
22,500 piasters were con—
fiscated,
1S Jung: Company 4, 4/°
accounted for six enewy
killed while woridng ii
the mounteins eight nilec
southwest of Duc Pho, Twe
AK-47's, one SES, one 9m»

nilecs
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ey fal
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pistol, and two grenadecc
wcre confiscated in the
action, lielix 35 killec
two VC in the wmovnbaiic

vest of Duc Pho, Co.C 4/3
killed one VC and confi-
scated two grenades in the
lowlands 24 mniles norti-
West.
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