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~ By PFC Bill Eftink
198th Brigadle 2IO

LZ STINSON—A tunnel complex that took
the NVA an estimated cne year to build
col_lgg:sed in 30 seconds of spewing dust,
rumbling earth and a rising colum of

smoke near this 198th Bde. forward
firebase, '
Soldiers of the 1st B., 52nd Inf.

were guided to the 400 meters of tunnel
by two former enemy soldiers, two broth-
ers who had rallied to friendly forces
under the Chieu Hoi program,

"The tunnels have been used quite re-
cently," said -PFC Herry S. Little Jr.
(Beaver Falls, Pa,), .a "tunnel rat! for
Alpha Co. "I found an empty food can
t;a:t"qouldn't have been over a few days
old,

The tunnels were believed to have been
used by NVA units both as sleeping quar-—
ters and as shelter from air strikes and
allied artillery fire.

"They weren't really wide enough to
make good supply storage areas, but by
sleeping head~-to-toe they probably could
have held over 200 men, filittle adid.

Recently departed LIC Reed E. Davis Jr.:

(Omaha, Neb.), then batta’3on crmmarcsr,
explained that this was the third large
tunnel complex the.l/52 has destroyed in
the last two montias,

"Some NVA outfit is going to be awful-
1y disappointed when they find themsel-
ves down here with no place to hide,"
Davis said.

- The tunnels——in scme ar-
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eas as deep as 12 to 14
| feet beluow the surface—
required 3,500 pounds of

' -
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cratering charges to cul-
lapse them.

NFcr length and size,
this was the largest com-
plex I've been in yet,"
said Iittle. U"There were

//
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some places where I had
(Cunt. on Page 6)
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WM# Walter G,

ceived numerous

17th Cavalry is the first
winner of the 198th Bles
new monthly safety award.
H/17 C.0. CPT John A. De-
thorn (Jersey City, N.J.)
received the inibial a-
ward in the safety compe-

casval-

ale, Ariz.), ties. Although wounded
Inf, medic, himself, Yeargin cuntinu-
ally expused himsslf to

enemy fire in moving from
one injured man to ancth-
er tu administer first
s,
~ When a dustoff helicop-
 ter was shut d.own near

tition from COL Jere O.

Whittington, brigade com— .

mander, in a recent cere-—
mony here. 3

In presenting the award
Whittingtun congratwlated
the cavalrymen on their
efforts, and stressed the
importance of cont:

‘aiipimm on' field

icies of che ~each
track daily o
leaders! pers:

Dethorn cited troop pul-
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A ONE OF THE MOST ADMIRAG

! DM IRABLE PUR-
SUITS OF THE DEPT. OF DEFENSE |S
ITS URGING OF MiL|TARY PERSONNEL TO

FURWER THEIR EDUCATION, © .
THE ENCOURAGEMENT BY THE PENTAGON
IS DESIGNED TO OFFER SERVICEMEN THE
OPPORTUNITY TO PERFORM THEIR JOBS
MORE EFFECTIVELY, PREPARE THEM FOR
‘¥S§$R_RggfggnglLlTY AND |NCREASE

ANCES FOR PROMO

BETTER LIVING, e g e
THE IMPORTANGE OF
;TSHASMED FORCES
EVELS ALREADY EXISTENT. SER-
VICE-WIDE, 73 PER CENT OF THE COMMISS|ONED
OFF ICERS HAVE COLLEGE DEGREES, 91 PER CENT OF
THE OFFICERS AND 22 PER CENT OF -THE ENLISTED
PERSONNEL HAVE COMPLETED SOME COLLEGE WORK,

ANC 83 PER GENT OF THE ENLISTED MEN AR HIGH
SCHCOL CGRADUATES. Ll

EDUCATION IN

| CGOULD LAND A JOB--A GOOD JOB--
| MUCH DIFF ICULTY. :

 ALMOST THE FIRST QUESTION
| AL EMPLOYER 1S: "WHERE DID
BUT HE DOESN'T MEAN HIGH

IS EVIDENT BY ITS -

ARS AGO A HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE WHO

~ FROM WHAT COLLEGE WERE YOU .

vont §LEGE mousa’

YOUR MILITARY CAZEER. 1
N /»—5-2 ~
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WaSHINGTON —— Participa-—
tion in the Army's world-
wide Genéral rducatienal
Development (Gul) reached

an all-time high in the
recently ended fiscal
year® (FY) 1959, reperis

The Adjutant Gernsral here,
The average numier of en—
rellments and course com-—
pletions 'were up 22 per
from FY 62, according to
the report.

The GED plan offers ci-
vilien-tyne educa’ion acd
provisies - heth alsmentory
through ecollcge level A-
cademic apd  voo )
courses to men wanting
coatinue their education
while in ths serice.

A total of 895..03 GED

courses wer2 coro.sted In
FY 69, In MGl-related

subjects alone thsre were
495,000 course comple—
tiong, an increase of
60,535 over the previous
year,

More than
pleted work
degrees, ani 62,74 cth-
ers qua’ifisl ifor high
school diplomas or equiv-
alent certifizates,

The GED program is oper—
ated at 295 &rry eduwca-
tion centers arcund the
world, with 24 in the Re-
public of Viatnaw,

Locally, the #merical
Div. Pducation Center of-

500 men ccm—
on college

‘fers many CED opportuni-

ties, high

ircluding

~ school ‘subjects and col-
lege entranse and rourse
 exawinations, They can
- alsc arrange correspon-
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By SP5 Thumas Maus <and PFC Bill Eftink

Americal I6

LZ STINSOl—- Nguyen Trong Thu had tra-
velled the route before,
~  The first time it had been under the
cover of darkness and with the expressed
intention of doing as mrch damage to
this 198D ke, firebase us he and his
comrades were able,

Now the 1st m., 52nd Inf. commander
and his men stood in awe as the nearly
naked figure squirmed his way through
the rows of cuncertina wire at the same
spot he had penstrated only four months
earlier, '

Ngyyen Treng Thu is.now a Kit Carscn
Scout with the battalion here ot this
same LZ southwest of Chu lai. 3

But on may 12th Thu, 4 VC mster ser-
geant, led his squud of 46th Sappers up
the hillside to LZ Stinson (then called
Ls Buff). A voterwn of five years with
the WC, Thu had little trouble guiding
his men through the three rslls of con-
certini wire un the perimeter.

~ Cace inside the LZ, the invaders found

- the suldiers of alpha Co, too much to

\ cope with., Mmny of the VC were killed

: thit night, and Thu himself was sceriocus-

1y wounded.

The sappers dragged most of their dead

ind wounde? Dback through the perimeter

e and intu the mowntains west of
inson. ‘

!Thu wus admitted to an NVa—controlled

pital where he began te rccuperate

thi about nis future as a VC sajp-—

He thought ubout how the VC had

ed his father during the post-Tet

/affensive., He alsu wondered what his

brothers saw in the South Vietnamese ar-

: (ne is n

uther is

T N8

ARVN special forces sul-

a second licutenant and .

178th Be. PIO

As soun as he regained his strength,
Thu c¢vaded the defenses of the encmy hos-
pital and made his way toward an allied
unit to rally t- the Government of Viet-
nam, On June 1lst he officially became a
Hoi Chanh., Shurtly aftcrwirds he went
to Chu Lai tu go through the Americal's
three-week Kit Carsun Scout training
schuul, where hs was taught how to aid
the same peurle he had athacked just cne
m.nth before.,

In the training course Thu became fam-
iliar with the Americans! point of view,
He had several huours of physical train-
ing, instruction in fnglish and—mist
important—he was told what the s.ldier
in the field would expect of him as a
former VC.

After his graduation frum the Scout
scho.l on August 2%th, it seemed there
was ovne obvious place to send him—L2Z
Stinson with the 1/52.

It didn't take l.ng for Thu!s skill as
a perimeter prcber to become known a-
round the LZ, «nd the d.y .fter he arri-
ved he demwunstrated his jprowess at
crawling thr.ugh barbed wire ent.ngle-
ments, -

The demunstration was wuatched by miny
of the sume men of alpha Goc. who were
defending +the firebise when Thu first
cuwe through the wire four months eassi-
er.

In three minutes Thu worked his way
through three rulls of cuneertina wire,
disarming & cluym.re mine and avuiding
nunercus trip flures as he breached the |
mest heuvily conecentrated defenses of of
the perimetcr,

The former sapjer expliined that they
are truined to gu through barbed wire
much faster if necessary , but thut they

nirioally move sluwly to

aveid detection,
anxious  infantrymen

crowded around Thu , all
«sking the best way to
prevent such easy pene-
tratiwn of defenses,
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ye ure trained to pene=-
trate oll types of burbed

' wire layouts , and thad I
can do , " Thu answered

LITle sTed
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FEPLESS GRIEF

Numerous hoax telephone c.:lls to rel.-
bives f men serving in Vietnum have
been reported in recent wecks, These
€ills h.ve cuused cunsideruble .nguish
And disc.mfort to the wen's fumilies 5
Wwho are  often thaware of the Dep«riment
of the army's notification procedures.

The calls ar. mulicicus. They fulsely
repert tu your family thit you hive been
killed, are missing in ucticn, hive de-
serted, are AWOL, or cuncern sume other
delibertely wrong story designed to
worry your fimily, i :

F ant YOUR RELATIVES THIS GHRIAF. ad-
vise them right away that they miy re-
ceive ovne of these calls, but thit =ny
telephne cull regirding your status
should immedi.utely be recognized as be—
ing u houx.

Why sumebudy would want to meke a call
such us this is bey.und & norm.l pers.n's
understunding, but the best w.y to in-
sure thet your family will not be both-
ered by a fulse report about you is to
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CROSSWORD PUZLLE

tell them about these malicious cells,
Tell them also thit if your status
snould require notification of yowr nest
of kin, the srmy will not use the tele—
phune &0 do it, Not.ficatiun is mide by
a messSdge jersonally delivered by Army
representatives whouse identity can  im-
mediately be proven un the gpot.

< BAYONET E557Y |

Other me.uns .f notificution (depending
on the seriousness of your status) are o
Western Union telegram which can be ver—

fied by the western lnhiun uffice €fram
which it wus received, <r by correspon-

dence directly fr.m the Depurtment of
the Army, but N&Vin by telephone,

Again, you . are urged to advise your
relatives of this right awag.

In fact, it is smuggested that you cut
this « articie out of the puper and send
it home,
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FT. Mm, K!.--Cornputera
at this Army basic training
center have finally met theilr
match,

"~ Members of the personnel
branch are having trouble try-
ing to fit 39 characters in
the name space on an IBM card
that can ‘accommodate only 18
letters, '

The new man giving them the
headache is a basic trainee,
PVT Allenzio Rooseveltause
Abuelwhippingstraw. (AFPS)

FONy ///ﬂ/th

(Cont, from Page L)

To SSG
1/6: John W, Huodek; Gary L.
Scholten; John T, Barry

1/52: James H. Beheler
e - ,r
oker-; ‘Tom E.

) ok,uaugeri; Ray-
Mm‘gm, Michael W.
Lawrence S. Dyson; Lou-
! ‘ : tO?.Ba Haw-

lenndmham;
Charles M.
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L7 RAY O T-lilitory Po-
‘licemen here went to the
aid of locel Vietnamese
farmers this week, kil
ling a 7i-foot livestock-
destroying python,

A Vietnamese rushed to
the main cate of the L7
early londay and told the
MP on duty that the larve
snake had cousht ang” eat-
/en a fammer's calf, He
then asked fo- help from

- the
and kill the oython be-
fore it' could deslroy
any more livestock,

SSG  Befmneaid A, Abbett
( Auburn; Me, ) ond  Sp),
Rickey L, Dixon { Miami )
gg the 3rd Pltn., 23rd MP

accompanied the civilian
to the spot where other
farmers had folloved the

snake, ~bout 700 meters
south of the Chu Lai
fence line. An elderly

Vietnamese pointed toward
a lorge bush, saying that
the python was hiding in

’“A"" ¥

Americans to citch

which -supports the -
l98th Bde, , immediately

0)://.

‘ aﬂ'vicaman and their -lenendentw
ec af 15 cent.s

it. TDut the snakels na-

tur-1l coloring hlended so
well with the surround-
ings tlrt it was immossi-
ble to see it,

The group of farmers a-
round the Wsh bezen to
throw rocks into the e
getation, fofcing the py—
thon to move, As soon ns
it did Dixon spotted it
‘nd 6pened fire with his
1-16 When the wounded
snkets head came  into
view Abbett fired his A5
oand finished it off, end~
ing the threat to import-
anf. livestock in this a=
rca,

mMfatwr both killed coral
snakes and bamboo vipers
before, hut welve never
encountered a smke this
larze before , " Abbett
said, 3

The Victnemese , saying
the me=t was good to eat,
took the billet-riddled
nython back to their vil-
1n7e with them,

"They can keep it," said
Dixen,

The nev policy——ef-

are v,nw
domestic

"h°n hying

h,werseea and in the U.S, ransed
Hg:aﬂing on the amount of the

» Hawaii , Guam 'md Puerto
‘ }.de rates.

efforts of the Dent. of De-
ept,, the new plam will re-

~ whils encourazing wider
At ent more than $100
‘hone by servicemen

TV KW

« Servicemen 1in Vietnam are nov 2bhle
ers beck to the United States ~rithout

s a fee for them.
fective S o Is-eovers both APOs iA the remublic and
operating in Viet‘la'nese waters,

CUT™QI'x == ‘meric-l Div, |
nort rm n 3Ph Roheort Car-
tir honvs » rouad in the
tuhe of his L.2,

BILV 1) BeGt T G

(Gont. from Pagel)
Bronze Star for his herce—

ism in a later oaction
when 2 helicopter he was
riding in wAs shot dom

over cticiiy held tc;‘ritory.
SPL Yearsin is now
membor of MG 5/L6.
In the same ceremony. SPA
7 Wryne R. Otto (San ¥ran-
cisco ) was presented the
Army Commendation Medel
for volor bwv COL. "hit-
tmgton for his  ~ctions
1-\ the defense of L7 Gat-
, the b7 \;*“1“0'1 b se-
c? m. to is with Delta
Co.s 5/46.
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(Cont, from Paze 1)
to cravl on my hands and
knees, but: most of the
time T conld stand almost
stroight up," 43

n leding the Americ?ns
t:cE the tumnels the Hoi
Ch~nh brothers A1so. shovi=
od them two nearby rice
caches and three -booby
traps surronnding’ the ar-
ea of the eoum"ax.

ww; DA T'ANG LARGEST i
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