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AMERICAL TEA! FIFS N, VE

By S5PL Bill Eftink and SFC Herb Neamith

L2 STINSON —- Communist NVA and Viet
Cong forces often team up in the I Corps
area, but they ren afqul of & stronger
team when combined ground and air ele-
ments of the Ameriecal Div. found and ene
gaged them, killing 12 and capturing 4

Il Was Une of Those Vgys

By SSG Bill Campbell and SPL Bill Eftink
198th Brigade PIO

1st Bne, 52nd ‘Inf.

LZ STINSON -- For the V€
operating near this lst
Bn.; 52nd Inf. firebase
it wes 'one of those days!
when pothing goes right.

B0y /52
breakfast,

The 1st Plat.
ate a hurried
worked their
way down from the hilltop

in a four-hour eontact’ 12 miles south Af
Chu Lai.

Helicopter gunships-from the lst SadR-»
1st Cav, and an infantry recennalssance
unit of the 196th Bde. worked smoothly
together to smash a combined NVA -and VU
force near an abandoned village thre2s
miles porth of this 1st -Ba., 52nd Imf.
fire support base.

The engagement  began ra=-
pidly when Deltg Troop
gunships spotted the ene-
my in a treeline near the
village. The "Sabers! o-
pened fire om the Commun~
ists from the air and
then 1landed an infaniry”
element on the ground,
hitting them-from two di-
rections 2t the same time~

of Alpha

For the 198th Bde. infan-
trymen on gan early morn-
ing patrol eight miles
northeast of Quang Ngai
City it was a day to .be
talked about  and remem-
kered.

LZ and began heading east

“on what they hoped would.

be another uneventful pa-
trol. Their hopes were
soon sShattered whem an

~ AK<L7 broke .the silence.
snipew -

"As soom as the
(Cont. or Page L)

» comkRat

This first phsse -of the
engagement killed two en-.
emy and captured two mors
A platoon from fcho Co.
of the 1/%2 thtn- came
glicing in on a heliborne
assault, landing

(Corxt. on ?.»go—h

(0 LoNFIaiTEs [OMMINET LA W

By 8P4 Bich Eger¥sen
198th Brigade PIO

HJLHG NGAI CITYweulibwb] ﬁ.'wvliced tho

air above the heads of-the 198th Ade.

- W as they erawled toward the
‘tyeeline, Taking oover behind rice pad-

Bn,. 52nd In.f. soldiera re-

"‘-'M

iﬁ'b’ fire team from the platoon .

“turned. small arma fire whilo the othor—
infantrymen inched their way throush the
rice paddy &%' miles northwest of tbis

_ previneial capital.

Reaching the cover of’ the treos, Dalba
Co.!'s 1st Plat. waited Por its fire tean
to rejoin them, then-quiokly formed a
defensive perimstar ‘areucd a gmm of

~ (Contirued on Page 3)



OZ‘*//g e ons T

EVERYONE HAS OBLIGATIONS. TEACH-
ERS, PARENTS, STUDENTS, SERVICEWEN
~-WE ARE OBL{GATED 5Y THE NATURE OF
OUR SOCIETY, WHETHER WE'VE THOUGHT
ABOUT IT OR NOT.

ONE DEFINITION OF THE WORD "OBL |~
GATION" BY WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY IS:
"THAT WHICH A PERSON IS ROUND TO DO
ggoa?ggsAaéﬂAngDUTv IMPOSED- BY LAY,

ONTRACT, BY TH =
TIONS OF Al
KINDNESS, ETC." :

THE MEANING OF OUR OBLIGATIONS AS
MEWMBERS OF THE' ARMED FORCES WAS
PERHAPS BEST DESCRIBED |N PRESIDENT

NIXON'S COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS AT THE
AIR FORCE ACADEMY LAST JUNE. HE

ANCE OUR NEFD FOR SURVIVAL AS A NA=
TION WITH OUR NEFD FOR SURVIVAL AS
A PEOPLE. AMERICANS == SERVICEMEN
AND CIVIL{ANS =~ MUST REMEMBER THAT
DEFENSE 1S NOT AN END [N [TSELF; IT
IS A WAY:  OF HOLDING FAST TO 'OUR
DEEPEST VALUES KNOWN TO CIVILIZEL

/ MEN- " s

ND "COUNTRY CAN SURVIVE FOR LONG UNLESS ITS
PEOPLE SURVIVE-UITHIN 1T, THIS #EANS THAT WE
MUST HOLD FAST TO- THE HUMAN VALUES WE RELIEVE
IN AS"A HIGHLY CIVILIZED SOCIETY, AMONG THESE
VALUES - ARE FREEDOW, HAPPINESS, PROSPERITY,
HERTIAGE--AND PEACE, TO LOSE ANY ONE OF
THESE FROM WITHIN MEANS WE WOULD FAIL TO SUR=
VIVE AS A PEOPLE; IN TURN, WE WOULD ALSO FAIL
. TO SURVIVE AS A NATION,
AS AMERICANS, IN OR OUT OF UNIFORM, WE MUST
WORK TOGETHER, AND BUILD TOGETHER., WE MUST
NOT LOSE SIGAT OF OR GIVE UP ON THE IDEALS
WHICH HAVE CARRIED THE COUNTRY AS FAR FORWARD
AS THEY HAVE.

¥

|SM AND ENTHUSIASM ARE ABSOLUTE

"TO CONTINUE OUR PROGRESS TOWARD
EVING THESE IDE/LS. ’

N RLD, AND WE CAN SEE THAT

H IJ\QVEL?ET OUR S| GHTS

SOCIETY, OR BY COURTESY, .

SAID, "l BELIEVE THAT WE MUST BAL~..-

REMAINS TO BE DONE, LET US LOOK"

"

RIVE CAREF ULLy

SR

PENTAGoN /k¢775UVL1~E

The Dept, of Defense re-
eeives many letters fiom
servicemen secking
wers to questiong, “iar
fieation of 1ssis’ and
additional: - ~infovration.
Pentagon aCTION . i e will
print <s many e
questions and -
which are of broad iu. ci-
est as space permiis,

% *

Qs If I agree to ertend
‘mwy l2-month towr in Vie't-.
nam and am withdrawa bz-
fore I can take my spe-
cial 30-day leave, will I
lose it?

................ [T

" A: Net if you have actu-

ally canpleted the 12-
month tour and are dctu-
dlly serving your exten=
sion; you will be allowed
your 30-day leave after
you have been withdrawn,
If, however, you have not
canpleted your 12 months
at the time you are with-
drawn, the extension .and
the leave will be can~-
celled., .

Q: Buti what if Ilve al-
ready taken my. leuve?
Will I heve to repay the
Government if I'm with-
drawn before I serve the
extension?

© A No, Since you would be

withdrawn at the ccnven-
ience of the Governuent,
you would not be required -
to repuy the government

for your specidl 30-day
~ leave, ; ;
L il u!m ]
¢ . . P

ALLY ONLY==TO



CACHES CONFISCATED

iR (Cont. frem Page 1
five hooches in the wooded uréi. The 1st Plat, maxdez‘,
2LT John L. Keaton (lilan, Tenn.), radiced . for artil-

lery support, and the first few rounds .to

£all don~

vinced the VC snipers thut they should quickly depart

the are.,

In checking out the five hooches, Kewton closely in-

spected one of the structure's walls

woven muts,

mide of large

It proved to ke a false wall, misking a

cache of 3,500 pounds of rice.

Keaton then 1led his

platoan to 4 second group of
hooches a hulf mile to the southwest. G

"We cotld sce two blood trails leading from one of

the hooches, "
Ky.), & riflemun with the
dst Plat., "Inside %he
hooch we found five bowls
of hot rice, but only one
Vietnamese womin to eat
them, "

That was « dead giveaway
that something was wrong,
and the Delt: Co, infan-
trymen began @ cureful
sedarch of the hooch, They
first uncovered hidden
medical
then discovered another
falsg wall, This one--
made of mud—concealed a
cache of* rice totaling
4,Q00 pounds.,

Iater thut same day the
platoon found other
fmller caches of rice
stored in 50-gallon «lume~
inum drums concealed in
treelines, meking a tctal
for the day of over 9,500

P S . !

pounds of rice and medi-
cal supplies.

The Viet OCong lsarned
that it's not poldte—or
smert—to eat and run,

said PFG® Roy T.

supplies,. and -

Mains (Falmovth,

:DENTAL CLINIC OPENS
|

LZ BAYONET--In & reeent
ceremony here, COL Paul
Gowan, USARV Chief  of
Dental Surgery, and COL
Jere O, Whittington, then
brigade comaander, cut
the ribbon to open the
new dental clinic at LZ

{
I

Biyonet,
The clinic, housed in a
‘blue—and-white  building

near the outdoor theater,
is operated by 6FT Joel
Pertofsky (gl9h  Med,
Det.), Monday through
Saturdey from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

attending the ribbon-
cutting were COL Joseph G
Clemons, now commander of

the 198th; COL Carolus
lancaster, 932nd Dental
Det. comaunder; and LIG

Bugene Gore, C.0. of the
219th lMed. Det. in Chu
Ay
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INVISIBLE TRACERS

FT. 5oLVOIk, Va,~—Invis—
ible but trackable tracer
awiunition is presently
under  study here, and
testing officials hope it
will solve a problem in
the use of conventicnal
tracer rounds in con-
junction with the star-
light scope.

Multiple automatic wea-—
pons fire incorporating
standard tracer amuuni-
tion produces too bright
& light for the .scope to
function properly. The
tracer flashes actiwute a
built-in safety device
which causes the highly
light-sensitive scope to
shut itself off. These
sporadic flashes effect a
"blink" in the scope, im-
pairing 4 gunner's view
of the traget.

The new "subdued tracer"
cartridges being tested
eidt a low-burning fire
trail in flight which is
not visible to the eye a-
lone but  which can be
viewed through a light-
sensitive devite -such as
starlight scopes without
adverse affect, Chemical
agents dim the intensity
of the tracer eleuent to
the extent that it dis
visible only through a

. night visicn apparatus.

With the round!s very
dia light, the trrget
area can be viewed con-
tinucusly without iupair—
went, regardless of the
nuuber of weapons firing.
Subdued rounds appear
to have the saue range
capability and flight
characteristics as con-
ventivnal tracers.. (aNF)
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B T Rips MVA and VC

(Contlnued from 2oge IJ
under fire in an’'o’en rice paddy 550 yerds from the
village and beginning- an immediete swee; s

Ve didn't know how many of them there were in the
area when we were drop ed off, but we could tell they
were spread- out and well dug-in," said SFL. Peter ior-~
ford (Fultonv1lle, N.Ys)s "Every time we moved for-
ward we would receive fire from & different spot, so
we would drop back, mark-our locetion with smoke and
let the 'gunnies'! "(gunships) work the spot over."

Routing the individusl srdipers out of their spider
‘boles, trsnches and heavy ‘underbrush involved close
‘combet  for many of the infantrymen--especially the
platoon sergeent, SSG Joseph Michzud (Fontana, Calif.).

"I took a LAW :and worked my. wey over to a treeline
where we had'seen 2 VC dlsgppear a few minutes earlier
When I got there I notlceu g ditch running behind the
trees, so I begen crawling. down it. Then I spotted a
hole along' the' inside of the ditch.. I went over to
check it outy and came fece i
been looking for. He was squatting inside the hole
with a loadef: AK pointed directly st me. He rezlly
had the drop on me. He opened up with a burst of
automatic’ flre thet ripped the LAW out of my left hand,
knocked my 'pot! cff and busted my glasses."

Throwing himself bgckwsrd, the unharmed but sheaken
Michzud returned fire with his M-16 znd threw 2 hand
grenade into the hole, silcncing the enemy fire.

Returning to LZ Stinsan, the pletoon talked about
the contact. The main topic wa s Michzud's LAY with
four bullet holes in it aand his shettere. glasses. .

The newly bespectacled Michzud had a different ob-
servetion. "What ‘really ‘surprised me wss that after
we swept through the villaje they &0t chop :ers right
out to us, and had us bpck here 1n time for -2 hot sup-
per that night .

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Anvwar ts 'mb. I

11-Dpvoured.
16-Remains a8
aase

18-Hit lightly
20-The sun
22-Separnte
23-Wirelegs
25-Body of water
27-Amphibious

form 56-Ventilage

a'Clvdll : -
lm“ 4s. HH‘

r eonq.) 45Tag: healing

38-More secure
41-Glass.

9
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PFC John A, Potter

to face with the VC I had

“Cre

Those

Of
Days”

(Cont. from Page 1)
opened up, I moved to the
other side of the trail
and crouched low," said
(0ak-~
field, N.Y.). "When he
fired the second burst, I
felt the = impact cof a
round as it hit my bando-
lier, setting off  five
rounds in. one of the mag-~
azines."

Unharmed - except for a
small scratch, Potter and
the rest. of the patrol
swept through  the area,
set up a perimeter  and

sent out a smzll- recon-
naissance force. , After
travelling’ about. 5C me-

ters the squad-sized ele-

‘ment began receiving fire

from another sniper, and
had to take cover until
the rest “of the platoon
could join them.

"T set my machinegun po-
sition on the trail,"
said PFC Teny L. Roba
(Selby, S.D.). "When..I
started to leave, sonme-~
body yelled at mes I
turned around and noticed
a big plume of smoke puf-
fing out of the ground."

Roba didn't -reslize it
right away, but he had
ymtsmt%d on a 'Boun-
cing Betty' mine that had
not jumped out of the
ground as it was suppcsad
to.

Silencing the second
sniper, the patrol moved
outs But about 15 min-
utes later it began tak-
ing rere sniper rounds,
this time from the rear.

The platoon medic, SPL
Richard E. Zartman
(Springfield, Ohio), spun
around to see where the
fire was coming from,
when one of the sniper's
rounds ripped into his
bandolier, setting it a-
fire., Zartman tore the
band.lier eoff and threw
it behind a rice paddy
dike.

th the entire patrol a
bit shaken but unhurt, it
completad its mission and
returned to the firebasa
to look back on !'one of
those days.! ‘

R tlmmmn.
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