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\ Tien Phuoc-

A TENSE SITUATION THAT FINALLY BRUKE INTO

POST-TET OFFENSIVE

In the past month this
| battalion had it's share
of fighting as battles
raged all over South Viet-
nam, One cf the more ten-
se conflicts in the recent
offensive was the battle
of Tien Fhuoc,

At (€200 hours on Feb,.
23, the attack on Tien
Phuoc was underway, as a
large force of NVA/VC sol-
diers fired rockets ard
morfars on and eventually
overran the Civilian Ir-
regular Defense Group {CID
G) outpost just Soubh of
the Tien Phuoc fire base
camp,

SGT Alton Roundy, NCOIC
of the Tien Phuoc VHF ra-
dio station said,"I was:on
duty early that morning
when I happened to look
out the window of my ho-
otch towards the outpost.
It looked like daytime up
there, the exploding roc-
kets and mortars 11t up

Lver - price B
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ONE OF THE MAJOR CONFLICTS OF THE RECENT

Immediately realizing
the danger if the enemy
gained centrol ef the guns
en tor of the outpost, CFT
Nguyen Ngoc Diep, CO of
the C(IDG forces in Tien
Phuocy, called for artil-
lery from Battlin Bravo.

After Brovo fired dir-
ecily on the OP with WP,
the local VC element tried
to enter Tien Phuoc by way
of the main gate, accord~
ing te "CPT Reginald P,
Fontenot, Brave chief hon-
cho,

Things remained quiet
until 0745 that same morn-
ing.

Motor sergeant, Ed Bea—
udin recalled, !"Everyone
was walking around still
talking about the events
that took place the night
befcre when the first jin-
coming artillery hit us,"

That day no damage was
reperted in the battery
area from enemy explosions
or fire.

The next day rockets
hit in the area of FDC and
gun pit five, killing one

| man and :lzxjuring at least

edght o
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GUESS WiLTTY

Chases! Cal nder of an—
nual events h: i the drift
en the month:'. of March
ard April.

Starting out the month
of March is Pickle~Hem®ur-
ger Month, with tlie first
week shared by Return the
Borrowed Book Week and
ud  National Weights and
leasures lWeek, but pinched
somewhat by the March 3-8
warking of National Pro-
crastination Week, March
15 is shared by Buzzard
Day in Hickley, Ohio, when
the townsfolk turn sut te
watch the buzzards'!' annual
return fram the Great Smo-
key Mourtains,

Rowding sut the menth
is a rouwsing Irish-German
Sts Patricks Day- tug -of
war at the University cf
Detroit.

April is America's
Heartland Develapmenh
Month and Horse EHealth
Month. April 13 is Mother
-in-—Iaw Day, April 27 the
day of the telegraphist in
El° Salvador and April 27
the Ramp Festival in Cos-
by, Tenn. (UPI)

SIR: Has the Americal
Division been given a num—
ber, 8r did sameone err?

R.W. Buckley
Redmond, Wash,

- SIR: You were inccrreed.
ﬁe ' 23rd patch as il-us-
ed is actually trt of
M'Ammal Divisicle

8. Pt Potacky
Wauk&an, T
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NEW ReD CROGS GAL HAS 4 PLACK BELT
POR SuP> T :

FORT BLISS, Tex, (ANF)-
The Army's first Air Def-
ense Artillery NCO Candi-
date School officially
opened in January at Fort
Bliss.,

The school will prepare
men f-> positions as squai
leaders sn the Quad 50 ard
the M2 '"Duster'c wtom—-
tic weaapons,

Te first group pf %
candidates began the 21—
week course with prono-
tiens t6 the rank of E-4,
Additioral promotions will
be awarded for outstanding
performances during she
course. Candidates will
spend the final twoe morths
of course wark as on-the-~
_Job trzinees in the oper-
a.t:.cn and maintenance of
air defense artillery pie-
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have °vak-
shirts in

- Two new 1SG's
en posts as top
the 3/16th,

Recently  promoted to
his present rank, 1SG Don-
ald E, Burnett moved from
Brava Battery to Chariie
Battery as chief NCO, 1S6
Burnett is from Coluibus,

Gaa

1sG° Ervin ‘L., Kuehn,
Sidney, Mont., moved +o
Service Battery from his
position as Operaticns
Sergeant at the 1/82nd
Arty.,

The baseball game in

the cow pasture ended ratf-
her abruptly when a runner
slid into what he thought
was third base,

Owensburg (Ky.) News
R R VR S VR A TV
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TIEN FHUOG
Gont.: from P, 1

While Bravo pounded the
enemy positions around
Tien Phuoc American and
Vietnamese, special forues
started out to reclaim the
enemy held outpsst no more
then 750 meters from the
Tien Phuec perimeter,

Just minutes after
leaving the compound, the
patrol was hit with 122wm
rockets. But the group
continued up the steep
aill te the outpasbo: -and
secured the vital pusition
on the hilltzp,

BEST MESS TOTALED OUT

The following day, the
men were eating breakfast
when thz alarm was sounded
and once again Bravo was
under seige,

Forty people cleared
ecut of the mess hall just
30 seconds before two 82mm
mortar rounds struck dead
center in the mess kitchen
dutting shrapnel holes in
2very utensil in the place,

SFC Alfred Walsh, Bra-
vols "Battlin IMess Ser—
geant!" took charge of get-
ting men out of the area.

SFC Walsh said, "It
took us two and a half
ours to extinguish the
tire, and that was only
Jecause of the determin-
ition of the m»p in  the
Jattery."

For those of you that
reren't aware «cf this,
oravo Battery mess tock
the ,  3/16+th Arty.
s award just on:

Continucus air strikes
by both Marire and Aiir
Force jet fighters pcuad
away at an encry phsition
en a hillside 2000 metcrs
from the Tien Phuoc per-
imeter.

At night when fighters
were no longer effective
Cobra gunships and a .C=27
"Spooky!" were used to det-
er an enemy advance,

THE BEACON

A small radar unit
knarn as the Beacon oper-
ates "inside the Tactical
Operations Center (TOC)
guiding Jjet fighters to
their targets by transmit-
ting a beam that is picked
up by the aircrafts Beacon
receiver. . Air Force Ser-—
geant Michael Walker mon-
itors aireraft transmis-
sions from his MRC-108
radio Jeep.

P
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1% DINGHTER TELLS, NE
YOUET: INTHE A!‘-’MED/
FORLE

2/16th SETS UP .."%

A sepcrate yet vicxl
wit known as the Fire
Support Control Center
(FSCC) was  organized and
sert to Tien Phuoc wunder
the direction of Battalion
X0 MAJ‘Francis thkoui

and buildmgs cont:l.mzedo

¢f having adequate land
line connections to Chu
Iri only when VHF is on
the air.

5T Roundy
VHF's dilema, 'When FDC
took a couple of direct
hits, their land line to
me was knocked out." Re-
alizing FDC's precarious
position, Roundy ' exposed
himself during enemy roc-
ket attacks to lay a new
land line to FDC.,

Meanwhile back at the
radio ctation. rockets
were Jlanding behind +the
radio rig, knocking down
antermas and setting fire
to the POL dump which hap-
pened to be next to the
VHF power generatorse.

1Tt looked 1like VHF
was in serious trouble for
= few minutes during that
second rocket attack,"salid
FFC Jesse Adkins whose ua—
abashed and dauntleocs
courage help put out +h=
fire in time to save *t:ie
generators,

QUAD 50 MOVES TN

A squad of four men
from the 3d section, 551
Artillery (Quad 50)° wer -
cr.lled to Tien Pnuo: for
the purpose of firing har-
rassment and interdicticii.

In their first “thres

explains

days at Tien Phuoe, -~
team fired over 20,000
rcvnds.

ENEMY ROCKETING CEASES
Skort on supplies ard
badly hurt, the surviving
members of the enemy in-
tr ders fell back %2 re—~
=roup and re-supply their
forces.

Except for periedl
firing cf friendly a i
lery, peace and quico

reigned cver Tien Phuoe
far the next three days -&
restoration of equipnéut
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jal forces, who call us
for artiliesry suppcrt aud
we give it to them, but
the enemy hits and falls
back into his hole or tun-
nel so fast we can‘t pin
them dewn to one loca—
tion."
SPECIAL FORCES STRIKE
Special Forces Camp A~
102 at Tien Phuoc houses
thesfield TOC,  throush
shich all field operations
in the Tien Phuoc area are
nonitored and directed,
Camp Commander CPT John
Jleckner states, "“Since
‘eb, 23, we have killed a
total of 115 NVA and VC."
Within the 400 meter
serimeter of Tien Phuoc
itself, over 194 122mm,
140mn rocckets, and  02mm
sortars have struck ac-
sording to CPT Cleckmer,
Since the beginning of
she offensive, 19 helicop-
sers have been shot down
iround Tien Phuoc.
MORE ROCKETS
The Iull came to an
brupt end on March 2.
"Everyone in the com-
ound had finished eating
reakfast just half an
our before the first in-
oming rockets hit, 'said
attlin Bravo cook, Mike
wenson,

=
Bal IS DESTROYED

After keying in cn his
mctor peol the first timo,
SGT  #d" Feandiil sla-e
moved Jjust ebout
his remaining POL to the
special forces POL dump.

UT knew that if more
rockets or mortars were
fired at Tien Phucc, I
would be the receipient of
a couple of them, It only
stood te reascn, my motor
pool is in the middle of
everything they want here,
said Beaudin,

_,:X Pho
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Sure enough, the first
rockets to enter Tien
Phuoc that morning landed

right in the POL dump set-
ting what was left on fire
for the second time,

The generators of VHF
were once again of main
concern, Knowing the fire
would not be put out this
time, the generators were
pulled to safety.

BATTERY COMMO HURT

"Rockets knocked out
much of our cammo this
time, " said CPT Fontenot.

Under the direction of
Chief of Commo, SGT Julius
Wright, the wire_ttam con=
tinued to work flawlessly
even under adverse condi-
tions.

THE GUNS KEEP FIRING

The follswing day Braveo
Battery was in the middle

In the midst of all the DIVARTY Battalion ' Gxidens
nd a band playing, DIVARTY CO, COL Iawrence M, Jones,
r. bid a fond farewell to the men he commanded sin-

£ Mﬁrch 31,
25374 Aviation Heli-pad,

~will

1968, during recent ceremonies at

the

ceiving the DIVARTY Guiden fot«hls tenure of ser-
ith Americal was COL Ieslie B. Hardy.
_ mes to the Americal Division from his
-m: ‘as commander of the 36th Art'v_lﬂ'.ery Group (USAREU-

COL
poai-

n to CONUS %o become a mem—~
culty at Gar;; le Barracks, Pa.

af a

et

conLa"t firing
sion when more enemy roun-
ds started dropping in.

Tn CPT Fontenot's words,
"Tiis dis when the most
heroic acts were perferm-
ed, and that was by the
gun crews themselves, they
continued to fire."

MEDIC STANDS OUT

SPL Alvinei  Merske,
medic at Battlin Bravo was
the first man

whenever a casualty was

reported, Bravo X0, I1LT
Jimmy  Kilpatrick praises
Merske'!s actions, "We all
had trouble keeping up
with him whenever a cas-
ualty was reported in the

battery area, he was John-
ny on the spot all the
time,"

On March 3, the last
rockets hit Tien Phuoec.
But the seige around Tien
Phuoec continues as Ameri-
cal infantrymen anc .artii
lerymen along with their
Vietnamese counterparis

7
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Jmis— «

1

on the scene

hold their ground and con-

tinue to smash the enemy
assault.

As CPT C(Cleckner so em—
phatically stated, "The
enemy is still out there

and they want Tien Phuoc," ;

JEEEEEEEE88888EECEEEEEER086 |

One of Colorado's ¢fld-
est citizens and a resi-
dent of Walsenburg for al-
most a century died here

yesterday, Mrs, Clecfes
Quintana was around 104
years eld at the time of .

her death, her grandmother
said,
Brocton (Mass.)
Enterprise-Times
Williams missed the
short infield fly and end-
ed up flat on his grass
Just back ef second bzase,
Philadelphia (Pa,) Record
Mrs, Hawkins, proud ef
her canning ability, took
Reverend Williams to +*he
basement~ and® showed.. hin

‘her well-filled panties.

Lincoln (Nebr.) Ledger
Two girls who have been
frienda mr;na.wv«_' ard

du
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CAREER COUNGELCH' S <

iMhere i a UPct of Golt
! awaiting thoss of
who reenlist for the fgrs.t
$ime and hold one of the
nearly 300 military eccu—
patinnal specialties des~
ignated as critical by the

Army .

The pot eof gold is in
the foarm of the Variable
leenlistment Bonus (VRB),
[t can add as much as "$8,
100 tax free to your reg-
dar reenlistment bonus.
'nless yeu are a profess—
onal athlete, it is migh~
y difficult to get such a
snus in the civilian wor-
d.

The VRB is only avail-~
ble to men and women re-
nlisting fer the first
ime, You must also meet
he following requirments:

Reenlist for at least
8 additional months of
ervice.

You must serve at least
1 months of active ser-
ice in your current en~
istment before reenlist—
ng.

Be in the grade of E-3
r higher (in certain MOs,
-4 or higher).,

Be qualified in one of
he military occupatidnal
pecialties designated as

critical skill by the
gpartment of the Army,

If you meet all of the
> requ:rements, you
ollect a VRB in addi-

« our regular re-

you

-AX DANXN

v
enlistne

your regt" T iee
ab bonus it ‘

gulatedy | Then, a6 i mal-
tiplied by your ViE muaiti-
plier, Thus, if ycu axr: in
the Multiplier = of 1wod
bracket, your bonts would
be nmltiplied by two and
the sum would be the VLB
bonus., You would add the
VRE bonus to tne regular
reenlistiment bonus to get
your total bonus,.

ILetisstake some speci-
fic examples:

If you are an E-6 with
four years of service and
yeu are reenlisting fer
six years,® your’ﬁ‘ regular
bonus would be $2,000,

Suppose you are alse
an RTT Operater (05-Char—
lie), you would be in the
Multiplier of four" brac—
ket. We would multiply
your $2,000 bonus by °four
and get a VRB of $8,000.

Then, we would add your
reenlistment bonus to that
total and come up' with a
tetal honus of $10,000.

Suppose you are an E
with three years of -cem-
vice and a stock control
clerk (76 Papa),

e an e o breh ST 1960

S SJ_: Tl up for an aa-
d2i.cnal six years and re~
celive a reenlistment bonus
of 1,510, You are also

the "Multiplier of 3"
toacket and se your reen—
listment bonus is multip-
lied by three to give you
a VRB of $4,530. When you
add your reenlistment bo—
nus to your VRB, y~u would
cocme up with a total benus
of $6,0)+Oo

The VRB ecritical skill
areas cover vVirtually all
Yranches of the Army and
all types of Jobs. Among
the critical skills are
field artillery  crcwmen
(13*Bravo), cooks (94 Bra—
vo), clerks (71 Hotel) ra=
dio repairmen (31 Bravo),
tactical commo chief (31
Gulf), artillery surveyor
(82 Charlie) and many oth—
ers.

The sum of money that
you first time reenlistees
receive through the VRB
program can mean & lot to
you in future years.

You Scan . buy, & .car;
start a stock portfolig,
have enough money to get
married and raise a family
er Jjust salt it away in
the bank,

For tax purposes, while
in RVN, you should request
lump sum payments, other~—
wise the VRB will be spre-
ad over several years and
taxed at a straight 18%
($180.00 on each $1,000).,

We have plenty of in-
formation on the VRB and
the regular reenlistment\
bonus, including a U,S.
Army pay rule that enables
you to figure within sec—
onds your reenlistment bo-
nus and VRB,

Stop by and see us, We
are in the S-1 building at
battalion headquarters, or
call Battle—ax Personnel
(Chu Iai 2172). (Dept. of
fhe Army)

e S ¢




| s
MSreh, 31, Y

[ NORTH ALET CAN EOONGE HIRD
OR.. THE PURFLE CR=<EIR ‘!
NECK CWIVELING &1TL " weeRf f

EATTIE=AX EANGES

~ ALPHA BATTHERY

Tt should be a new and
interesting (exciting) ex~
perience, " said Alpha Bat—
tery 1SG Mike Segovia of
his upcoming assignment as
R0TC instructor at the Un-
iversity of California,
Berkley.

With less then a month
to go, 1SG Segovia looks
forward to his new assign-
ment with great enthusiasm,
"I'Ym a Jittle skeptical
about wearing my uniferm

on campus, so I will wesar
~ civilian clothes tc work,

changing into ny uniform
when. T resch achedl, !t
ef of smoke, SFC
will soon bas dedfts
ds CONUS. When
he's gcing
ioned at the NCO
hosl as an in~

HAPPINESS COMES TO
ARTIZLERY HIIL A 20

MONTH DREAM ;IS _FULEIIIED

Referred <o as Swee®'s
Lounge," men firom Battal-
lion Ccommo have construct-
ed an outdoor patlio; out—
side their hootch, over—
looking the beautiiul EM
mess hall,

Ever since he arrived
here at Artillery Hill
some 20 long months ago,
SSG Ed Sweet has had a
dream, that is to build a
place near his men’s liv-
ing quarters they could
call their owm, relax and
Jjust plain enjoy in their
free tine.

SSG Sweet'!s dream mat—
erialized last month as
a group of determineé men
from commo planned & con—
crete floored patio with a
metal roof.

-
oo at’ e
SFJ Joa Yemp chiipped in
by 1wrrlening some torn
bags o concrete and the
neral Dor the roof came
frzv sone old bulldingss.
O then that, all
the rewst ef the construc—

tlon was no more then hard
work from the men of commo.

Working off and on,
Nick Convertino, Billy
Danitels., Greg Hogue, Sam
Terxys, Chuck Pratt,; Blll
Summers, and Eddie Wash—~
ington completed the job
in a week and a half.

A definite oriental
form of architecture is
noticed 1n the buildings
design, The.. stbucture
spurta coiorful diamoads
o ib!'s side and a tri-
colored garchage cane

15G Hatton presented
the welil-deserving men
with a barbecue grill, and
aloug with SS5G Sweet, ex-
preszed hopes for a grard
opening in the near future.

Cace again the old in-
scriptisn present on so
mary bLulldings in the area
is wiilized "Better Built
by Mighty Battle—ax Commo™
(I think).

MESSAGE FOR CHARLIE

Mou can hide in your
caves, but they'll just be
your graves, fox you can't
get away from the gung,n

Kipling
36 % 36 36 3 3F 36 3 3¢ ¥ ¥
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