BATTIE-AX BANNER April 22, 1969
NGROUND POUNDER" CSM MEADE VISITS THE "KING OF BATTLE"

UMEMORIAL MESS HALLW
DEDICATED T TIuN FHUCC
Garman Hall, located at

Battlin Bravo Battery, in

Tien Phuoc, has officially

replaced the famed Tien

Phuoe Hilton as messing

facilities at that war-

torn outpost,

A combination dedica=
tion-memorial  ceremony,
>fficiated ever by DIVARTY
‘haplain (CPT) Edward Er-
i€l uaa held Tue
1969 in honor of
k P. G&tma.n a

member of "Battlin

—~— THE 3D BN. j6TH ARTY
EY CSM EIMER GREER

It's not often thlet the
YKING" pays. tribute to the
"QUEEN" (openly that is),
but recently the 3/16th
had that honor.

Former 196th Iight In-
fantry Brigade CSM J,P,
Meade now the A4merical
Division Command Sergeant
Major, spent the day see-
ing how the "Cannon Cock-
ers" shoot, move and com-
municate,

The day started about
1000 hours with CSM Meade
arriving at
Hill" just on the

edge of

the VC's "Rocket Alley,." -

There he was greeted by
the CO LTC Jack Pilk a%d
Bn. CSM Elmer Greer.

The tour started off
slowly with an introduce
tion to the "What's hap=
pénirg! part- ‘of the wnit,
the Battalion Operations
and Fire Control Center,

CSM Meade was given a
briefing By Operations
Sergeant, MSG Maynard Mil-
ler and Intelligence Ser-
geant, SFC John Ouzts also
Bn., Personnel Sergeant,
SFC Iallie Ker!ch.

" Artiuery;

Fellowing an eye~pop-
ping episoede with the FAD-
AC (Field Artillery Dig=
ital Automatic Computer%,
commonly referred to as
"Freddy, " with lights
flashing 1ike a regular
IBM center, the CSM made a
tour through the fire Di-
rection Control Center
(FDC).

This was followed by a
trip through the Service
Battery where the CSM saw
the "Moving" part of the
battalion, Here he was
briefed by 1SG Ervin Kuehn
and SFC Jee Kemp on the
S-4 element of the batta—
lions operations,

SFC Kemp left the CSM's
head spinning with yarns
of the amount ef re-supply
that goes to the firing
batteries, Everything
from paper clips to "Joes"
are processed By SFC Kemps
section with the help of
the "Ammo Humpers" from
Service Battery's Ammuni--
tion Train directed by SSG.
Calvin Guye One of the
most Important items tron-
sported-to the troops ev—
ery day, SFC Kemp explain-
ed, is ice cream in insul-
ated ' "Thermopacks" on the
rﬂuppr helicopters.
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GUTSS WHA'_I‘!
NEW YOEK, {(UP{j)--May is
a busy month. It is In-
ternational Fliay-Your-Harp
sichord Month, Mattraus
Size-up Month, National
Tavern Month and Senior
Citizens Month, In addii-
tion to Mothers Day on May
Ity May 1 is Lei Day in
ionolulu, May 6 is the
129th birthday of the fir--
st postage stamp, and on
By 29-30 the massacre re—
snactment celebration atb
3t, Ignace, Mich,, is ach-
sdulzc,
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"BATTI.IN BRAVO"
Things at Eravo Battery
wre coaing around to nor-
1al after a hectiz few
weeks

Basketball and horseshoe
slay has startedi. The
famous Tisn Phucc ~Swiiruy g
%00 I8 still off Jiziis
ive to the bocky tiaps
hat  were rplaced on whe
ath that to the
wols eutrasce ard Josbt,

GPT Fontenot aud 1IT
Alpatrick ars both get~
ing short,

CPT Fontenot could not
e found for an irterview
ources say,
GB hiding behind cigaret-
e bubis.

Before eoming to Viet-
%,SFC Walsh dropped in

Jaaas

becasse he .

Ailer eabiuz ln ¢
hansls ler Jant I
they called a mec
pecrle ai Tien Phu 100
nadly de: 3ded 1o con ‘
a new permanenbliy er M.oscd
mess hadl,

This @all. took place

argund  the’ end - of - las%
Octicherta U< e &

“%'s start on Kow the *
idea for a new mess evol—-
ved. in theifirsl- piace,

Pirsgh 'Battiix Bravo!
acquiyed a :fe"f
enbexryrising  me:
by "r-'ne
Wz ls
CL S Az
heln. of EBravc Bal
thati suvawve,
leran, GCPT
Foutenoc .,

SOELATTTL genc-

Regu;ald By
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uu

n }'.\A T_EI,

I CRUMBIES BUT RT
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Rourding out the change
of «ommand at Bravo and
kacping the leadership be—-
low the Mason-Dixon Iine
is 1SG Ralph iewis,

At least two men start-
ed getting up in the morne
ing for breakfast, in fa:t
we really thought ii m.ui
« be too good to be tiue and
¥ everybody would start role
ling around the battayy
area on their full stomach
instead of humping.

"With ail this going for
us, why not build a decznt
mess hall for the guys,
sald SFC Walsh, Well the
"'op Men" in the battery
ccraidered -the qréschon
and ceue to an agreenei: o
that SFC Walsh was rignt,

CPT Fontenot remenbers
when his men and himsels
MESS HALLCont, on P4
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CAREER COUNSELCRS f‘GRN]‘R
" For the men wno O-sanit
ant to exterd his tour of
' in Vietrvam, ther® are
opportunities avai-

remains  warm i the

of the men in his
r'v battalion in
Ric '<1e lost his left

leg by amputation in Oct—
ober of 1967 due to a case
of terninal bone cancer,
Rickie's conditi
required exbens.ive mecdical
treatment causine
financial burden
Hall femily.,
This prompted
of the 3-16ta %o

fund drive ror
benefit. EFaile:
butions were as
pha Battzry, $72
Battery, 944,703 Charlie
Battery, $67.50; Service
Battery, %65., and Head-
enlisted man is eligible

is the drill sergeant re-

enlistmept progras. It
offers a stabilized towr
of * 18-months ata state-
gide training cenier of
the mar's ¢ Quali
fied NUd:s i

in grades f»_

while
advantage o.’;‘
sergeart
man can be
B5to 56  wilhout regard
to t:Lme Jm grale or ser-
vice. Eligibility . I
for 'bhls fast promchion
opportunity are meds up

the dii
maogram is that a

; ~from those drill sergeants

for hs  of out—

_ward; 'SPy

i6TH
attery, $13%2,

"',e began correspon—
ding with men in the 3-16

th @around the first part
of (958, His letters cre-
ated quite a bit of res-
ponse from all around the
Americal Division area.
In all, Rickie received

more then 400 letters from

servicemen and an auco-
craphed picture of then
Fresident Johnson,

Many  serviccmen from
all over Vietnam have sent
Rickie unit patches that
he very prcud of and
pro it by wearing them
on his Boy Scout uniiorm.

Rickic knows that he
cannos tight for his coun-
try in Vietnam, but hia
lethers of appreciation tio
servizemen fighting for
him shew that this young
mar is concerned about 1*.1_s
country'!s welfare.

.S

oves

SERVICE BATTERY

Service Battery, under
the guiding hagd of 1SG
Ervin L., Kuehn have con-
structed a new. "Volley-
Baskgtball Court" just be-
low the S=1rvice Battery CP.

The 40x30 foot cement
court vas made from ready-
mix obtained by Battalion
S-4 1in a trade with BMJ-
RMK' of Ghu Iai.

55G,Calvin Gur headed a
work crew of men that fin-
ished up the job in less
then a week, .
~ Others on the crew were
SGT Bernie Scharen, SP4
Norman Davgherty, SP4 Ken-
neth Pajor, SP; Fred Sd~
Miguel-Vazcunz,
Fro Lorg_"-.n Ward, FFC. Gury
Roach, aud PFC Wa.vno An=
doracha

in infoma.l grand-open— .
ing was held 1last wook 1n
t.hb form of an orfizer




ON CHARLIEY
Work confiinizs on "the
club at Charlie Ba“tery as
SGT Pat Sheais gun section
work on what is to te the
Jdargest gun-section htovoh
fh the 3-15th, i

"

This hootch, wben COom=—
pleted will be secticned
off into individual vocws
for each member of +the

“Secticr.and a front rcom
£6n r"‘:nluy PUrposes.

ATS the tragic
icopi: vichap on L7
1LT Garald Reed.
15 X0
{eeie,

hel=

T~
‘1‘34,

tock oyer
for injured 1LT John

J8M MExDi-Cont., from Pi
served by  Headquarters
3attery Mess Steward, Bill
Lynch and his able assis-
tants.

after CSM Meade was
stuffed with an excellent
neallon TGNk Yand - CSM
sreer loaded him aboard
1 DIVARTY command ship and

way they wont Lo the
UShooting!! part of the
y sattalions

, rFirsht stop was at Tien
: “huo:  Special Forces Camp
i 4lpha-102, heme of : "Bat-
‘ slin Bravo! where 1SG Ral-
‘ ph Lewis had an impregsive
ldrect  fire mission going

s 1seing the battery's big -

. i55mm slet trail howdit-

xcted encmy  positions con
> hillside overleoking
Phuoe. '"Jillie Pet-
and NE rounds really
e "Crunt" Sergeant
- know nhow much smoke
lery can bring on

p- glorious

G f\n‘r

o Bl
Mith no messing vas

GARMAN EALL-

available . tne men
off UBattlin" Hrovo! werc
more or less left oul 1n
the cold., with cold & -rat—
iOIXS., i said SEFC JLA..L.L ed
Walsh. mess sergeant,

As soon as the men were
able to work in relative
safety, the remains of the
old mess hall were torn
down and construction com—
menced on the present mess
hall,

Actual work on the new
dining facility was com-
pleted durine the first
week of Apr Ll, with one
major diffsrence, a metal

ities

roof" replaced  the onee
very volatile thatched
roof d

T et
weex -~before the
tragic attack, the Tien
Pnunc Hilton was the scene
of the first battalion
"Best Mess Award" with an
aprropriate plaque  pre-
sented to SFC Walsh and
the men of the "Battlin
Bravoi mess scctinn.

However, as a result of
the fire and destruction,
the plague was badly scor-
ched and eventually re-
turned to battalion head-
guarters to be refinished
and f¢ttvd with a purple
heart,

The reflnlshed, proper—
ly decorated plaque now
hangs proudiy in the dias
ing area of Garman Halil,
symbolic of the fighting

tne

spirit of the men nf '"Bat-
tlin Bravo,"

i

| PAAY 1068

MESS BALL-Cont, from P2
were eating on the ground,
swatting flys and stomp;np
ants-

Within two wecks, hard
care "Bchtkln Bravo'' had a
new mess hall made out of
lumber and topped with a
straw thatched roof, This
and much used
mess hall was g‘J.v’EIl the
name "Tien Phuoc Hilton,n
- Well as time went on
d the guys started get-

used to the good ood
Cbo 'tk

';dya‘

"Waldorf Astoria in the
middie of nowhcre.

Finally one day it hap-
pened, two 82m mortar
rounds-hit the Tien Phuoc
Hilton, completely des—
tropdne St

Qu.o“rJr*allv the Tien
Phuce F7¢tos was destroyed
buteunoticin the hearts of
the men of "Battlin Bravol
In three wecks the men in
the battery had a  bracd

new mess hall built ard in - -

honor of one of their bud-
that died
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