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SFC DELA CRUZ RECALLS THE 1/2013-ARRIVAL IN. VIETNAM

. The SYKE!S REGULARS have a record in Vietnam that we can all be emminently proud
of. Since the battalion was activated for Vietnam in 1967 at Schoffield Barracks,Po-
hakuloa, Hawaii the 1/20 has shown a canability and enthusiasm that has distinguished
it as a fighting unit.

In December, 1967, SFC Angel Dela Cruz, now platoon sergeant of Charlie Co.'s 3rd
Platoon, came over with Alpha Co. after months of intensive training &at  Pohakuloa.
Assigned to the Americal Division, the battalion condicted rigorous exercises in jun-—
gle warfare and amphibious landing techniques.

"We got a lot of men directly out of AIT. All our squads and nlatoons trained
together, and we were a tight unit, full of esnrit de corps. We knew we were coming

_‘to Vietnam as a green outfit, and we were ready to prove that we could do the job, he
~recalled.

After 15 days at sea, the battalion arrived in ‘the Duc Pho area on December Z),

e

1967. The rear party set
up on LZ Bronco while the
forward 'and field eleaments
moved to LZ Carentan just
east of Bronco for three
days of intensive in-coun-
try training under ™ the
supervision of IIACV ad-
visors.

(It may be - of interest
to note that the"Bud Pad"
was named after the then
battalion commander, LTC
Edwin D. Beers.)

After its training on
Carentan,; the battalion
forward moved to LZ Thun-
der, already-in existence
and which is nowLZ Debhie,
forward of the 4/21.Char-
11e Co. ms dpbgched for

‘@g
Strip,, the Little John element uncovered a camoflaged hooch
. with steel pots and & VC uniform.
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CHARLIE CO. SURPRISES FIVE
GAZA STRIP--VC in the battalion's AO are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to conduct their operations at night.
Charlie Co. demonstrated that the enemy can't even sit down
and enjoy an evening meal by the fireside.
At dusk one night this week, the lst Flatoon was en-
route to its various ambush sites in the thickly vegetated

Gaza Strip region, six kilometsrs east of Liz. FFC  Frank
B. Young (Cambellton, Fla.), walking roint for the 2nd
Squad, spotted five VC sitting around a fire near an old

bunker in a deserted ville. The enemy, obviously takenun-
awares, quickly got up and started runnine.

In spite of Young's commands to halt, the VC disper-
sed, too excited in their scrambling to fire back at the
men.,

"They seemed to just keep runn:mg into our other ele-
ments behind the 2nd Squad," said SP/L Steve Fordice (En-
terprise, Ore.), as one cnemy was killed 'and another wourd-

ed. Somehow in their confusion, the other three managed
to evade with their weapons.
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RECON ROAM: THE STRIP

- GAZA STRIP--Available as a quick=-strike reactionary force,
- the Recon Platoon had frequent engagements with the

enemy
this week, inflicting a number of casualtiss within their
r,anl;s. Much of the action occurrcd at night, further re-
ajneny‘s mobility at night..

'laa‘b—Wednesday, shortly after a G/A icto the Gaza
That evening at du3k,,
the Bohin Hood element, working just to the north, firedah’

ing dark blue uniforms and moving down a pad-

One of the V

er aw%hgd ; was wounded  in-

over a dxke &nd ]




“; . DRFEN3E EXPANDS EARLY RELEASE POLICY TO INCLUDE VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS

"!], istant SeCi‘etary of Defense (Manvower and Reserve Affairs) Roger T Kelley has
@ipﬁﬂdeﬂ‘ Dep’e.r'&nent of Defense policy on the early release of enlisted personnel to at-
tend college to include eligible enlisted personnel who desire to attend recognized vo-
cational/technical schools.

{ Since 1759, the Department of Defense has followed a policy permitting release of
enlisted mersonnel up to three months before their normal separation date .to attend
| accredited colleges and universities which award baccalaureate or higher degrees. In
| 1968, this policy was expanded to include institutions which award an associate desree
' or higher. '

‘ A Department of Defense Instruction now additionally provides that eligible en-
listed persomnel may be released up to three months nrior to their normal separation
date to enter a recognized vocational/technical school, i.e., one which is approved by

“ the cognizant State Board for Vocational Education, or is acc'redited.by.a nationally

; recognized accrediting agency or association listed by the U.35. Commissioner of Educa-

} tion.

| Bialins. Eligibility critsria are generally the same ¢s formerly used in releasing person-

nel to attend college. To
qualify for early release
a serviceman (1l)must show
that he has been accepted
for enrollment commencing
with a specific school
term in a’'full -time resi-
dent courss of  instruc-
tion of no less than tiree
months duration at a re-
cognizad vocational/tech-
nical school,(2) must not
be essential to the mis-
sion of his assigned or-
ganization, and (3) must
have coupleted 21 months
of active duty on his cur-

~rent tem of ., ohtigated
service if he will have a

reserve obligetion after
separation. S &

"The expansion of  the
Departa

x
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2, RECEIVE AWARDS IN CHU LAI
Twenty—four men received recognition in Chu Lai du-
ring the battalion's retraining periods this nast week. A-
mong the awards presented were three Silver Stars commend-
ing outstanding accomplishments in the field.

SILVER STAR

SP/5 Kieth 3. Stensgaard—Hawley, Minn. (HHCMcdic)
3P/l Franklin M, Wootan--Fairfax, Okla. (Alpha Co.)
SP/L Juan D. Mercado--Phoenix, Ariz. (Alpha Co.)

BRONZE STAR FOR VALOR

SP/L Dee W. Dye--Independence, Mo. (Alpha Co.)
SP/L Robert D. Gee--Elburn, I11. (Echo Co.)

SGT Edward J. Gatton--Baltimore, Md. (Bravo Co.)
SP/l David M. Snyder--Mt. Clare, W. Va. (Bravo Co.)
PFC william A. Herod--Chicago, I11. (Bravo Co.)

MY COIMENDATION MEDAL FOR VALOR
CPT James J. Donovan-—South Orange, N.J. (Charlie Co.)

BRONZZE STAR FOR SERVICE

SGT Robert E. Frye—Williamsturg, Pa. (Delta Cs.)

SGT Jack W. Hayden—-Turners Station, Ky. (Delta Co.)
SGT Freddie T. Young--Decatur, Il1l. (Delta Co.)

SP/4 William !, Auburn--Muskcegan, Mich. (Delta-Co.)"
SP/4 Billie G. Bryant--Leland, Miss. (Delta Co.)

SP/L Willie F. Hardaway——Pensacola, Fla, (Delta Co.)
SP/L Silvestre Hernandez, Jr.——Del Rio, Tex. (Delta Co.)
SP/l4 Grafton Sweat—Pittsburgh, Pa. (Dclta Co.)

 SGT Antonio Verduzco--Phoenix, Ariz. (Delta Co.)

;AE_iY COMMENDATION MEDAL, FOR ACHIEVEMENT
' CPT Deriel W. Thomas—-Leesville, La., (Alpha Co.)

J. Donovan-=South Orange, N.J. (Charlie Co.)
ne L, Wade--Drakesboro, Ky. (Pelta Co.)

burn--Muskeegan, Mich. (Delta Co.)

'G. Bryant—Leland, Miss. (Delta Go.z
e E. Harewood—Atlantic City, N.J. (Delta Co.)
Rat Cliff, f;p%k-“;(Al (0 deie et
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LET!'S FIRE THE COMPANY COMMANDERS
By Your Chaplain, Eugene W. Scott

There are times when we should {ire
our company commanders. Bat before any-
sne drifts off to fantasia-land boiling
mad, or allows himself henceforth to
climb the Alps without his right .shoe--
be so kind as to undorstand what I am
saying.

A stimulated mind can overcome the
hardest hardships, but a laxative mind
could causc your attitude to run loosely
down hill to the lowast of resting pla-
cas. :

A fired up team with a fired up co=ch
usually wins the ball games. So it could
be with oursslves over here. If we give
our commandars our couragsous  support,
they will be firced up and so stimulated
that your chances of winning the battles
~ with the enemy and time will be success-
f‘ll'

. Let's fire our commanders. Let's do
our best so they can be stimulated to do
their best. It is the unit with inspir-
~ed and stimulated men Lhat~ possesses

~ pride, prestige, and perseverance.
FHEREECEERREREE:

SSG WALTERS IS NCO OF THE WEEK

Staff Serzeant Thomas J. Walters is
the SYKE'S RIGILARS' NOO of the Week. He
has been with Alpha Co. for almost two
months now and currently serves as the
ﬂ@tccn sergeant of the 2nd Platoon.

A product of Ft. Benningts NCO School,
he also attended the Ranger School with

L Tocker .
R S

Walters is married and attended
igh 3chool, Camute, Okla. He
2d toward a depgree in electri-

—:’mgmap Oklahoma University.
| EER0EEE n L .

tl,L ... kﬂometar
ad jus? arrived at its
vhan tln'ee VC ca:he down

the 3rd Ranger Co., where he earned his’

GRATEFUL VILLAGERS HOLD CERRMONY

A Vietnamese ceremony at .Van Truong

this week evidenced the successful ef-
for:s of the Allies along Hirhway One.
Leaders of the Regional Forces, Popular
Forces, and Popular Self Nefense Torces
elements working with Bravo Co. snon--
sored a religious ceranonv in the  vil-

lage to give thanks for the peonle's good
fortune in the recent months and to seek
the guidance that will further the suc-
cess of the nacificetion nrogram in the
area.

Local village and hanlet chiefs were
in attendance at the ceremonv that beean
at three o'clock in the morning and in-
cluded a three hour rreyer devotional.
Snecial thenks were ziven for lest week's
rout of an intended senper attack on the
comnound at Van Truong when the Assis--
tant hamlet security chief, Mr. Vo Dinh
Khoi, learned at the last minute of the
sapper plans.
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DELA CRUZ contimued from pege 1
by the 2nd NVA Division. Our Alpha and
Bravo companies were Op Conned to the
1/6 of the 198th Brigade, and for six
days we fourht to 1ift the siege. Our
mission was to take the pressure off the
guys on Center by covering °the high
ground. We named the battle after Hill
352, which we finally tock on May 19th,"
Dela Cruz explained.

Muring the Battle for Hill 352,Lieu-

tenant Faulk of the 3rd Platoon became
the first man in the battalion to earn
the Distinguished Service Cross. He and

six other men got bzhind an enemy posi-
tion on the hill, and he killed eight of
them single-handedly."

In the remaining months of SFC Dela
Cruz's first tour with the battalion,the
1/2) participatad in overations Chem—
paign, Whesler/Wallowe, Norfolk Victorv,
Chamraign Grove, and Vernon Lake II. In
thes= operations the SYKE'S REQULARS kil-
led 328 VC and NVA, an. accomplishment
that set the rattern for successes to
follow.

The 11th Brigade ;X:cation * Advisor

runs a full-time counsel:.ng operation
designed solely for the benefit of the
msn‘;gm of the Briga.de.




AXeen

currency

m
!S:Mﬁﬂ
17 Sproce o b ¥ Voo T»f ‘?zfuﬁﬂs
InSmaR e . 20Piace
21 Dillsend 21 Gldwomanish

of i 32.Container 43Musica!
N 23.Brim Stec) bam lastrovaent
miw | Bfgee EESE LR
27-Conjunction gﬁ: srw 45.Gerl's name
ainsect egg hing 46-Evamy
29-Broader 47.8e in debt
e viclorious AR.Marry

51 Exist

25

37

- Dhir by U Pestars

o

s Aistment, you
Bes an wide choice of as-
wpas) gig S, job  special-

recenlistment

SER 'where

HAILS AND FAREWELLS
Replacements:

PFC Ralph R. Laffitte-~Sacramento, Calif.
PFC Stephen L, Sigler——Elwood, Ind

PFC Michael F. Chrisawa--Hickory, N.C.
PFC George M. Latham—N.Y.C., N.Y.

FFC Bugene D. Schmitt--Philadelphis

PFC Ernest T. Allred--Liberty, N.C.

PFC Clair W. Carnahan—Homer City, Pa.
PFC Coshel Hall-—Leburn, Ky.

PFC Glenn E. Farley——New Cumberland, W.Va
PFC Rodney G. Dbss—Chatham, Va.

PFC Ronald Dampsey--Stockton, Ga.

Charlis Co.

SSG Ronald L, Parrish~-Millershurg, Ohio
PFC George L. Malone~-Lockport, I1l.

PFC William F. Fowlkes—Augusta, Ga.

PFC Edward W. Derzenkiewicz—Southbridge,
PFC Drle A. Throntveit—Crosby, N. Dak.
PFC David L, Sowell—Sioux Falls, S. Tek.
PFC Michael P. Binghem~-Corbin, Ky.

PVT Allen T. Sarabia--Chicago

Delta Co.
PFC Ronald C. Leonard——Dely Cityv,
PFC Sammy L. Sanders—Albeny, Ga.

Gelif.

Echo Co.
SGT Thomas W. Kruchowski——Chisholm, Minn.

Departures:

Alpha Co.

SGT Stanley H. Caillet--North Lawrsnce, Oh:
SP/4 James R. Fish~-Lillington, N.C.

Bravo Co.
SGT Roy A. Peterson--Billings, Mont.
SGT Lawrence Whitmyer—Billings, Mont.

Delta Co
SP/L, Silvestre Hernandez, Jr.—Del Rio, Tex.
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SXXE'S REQJLARS REPORTER ]
Battalion Commander LTC Arthur F. Fischer
Adjutant CPT Edward J. Mullen
Correspondant SP/L Toby B. Prodeers

The REPORTER is published weekly under
the supervision of thlhy: Administrative

_Section, HHC, 1st Battalion, 20th Infan-

try, 1lth I,ni‘antry Brigade, APO 96217 as
an authorized publication. Opinions ex-
pressed herein do not necessarily reflect
those of the Department of the Ammy.
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