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SFC DELA CRUZ RECALLS THE 1/:;n ,:,3 :Afl.Rr\TA!, ·. :hr VIEI'NAM 
The SYKE1 s REaJLARS hav-e a r ecord in Vietnam"that we can all be ernminentl y pr oud 

of . Since the battalion was activated for VietnaJ!l in 1967 at Schoffield ~~aclu~,Po­
hakuloa , Hawaii the 1/ZJ has shown a caDability and enthusiasm that has distinguished 
it as a fi ghting unit. 

In December, 1967, SFC Angel Dela Cruz, now platoon sergeant _of Cl-Jarlie Co, 1s 3rd 
Platoon came over with Alpha Co . after montl-is of :intensive training r.t Pohakuloa • 
Assigned to the Americal Divis ion , the battali0n cond'1cted rigorous exercises in iun­
gle warfar e and amphibious landing techniques . 

11We crot a lot of men directly out of AIT . All our squads and la toons trained 
to ~ether 

0

and we were a tight unit, full of esDr i t de corps . We knew we were coming 
_ · to

0
Vietn:UU as a green outfit , and we were ready to prr)Ve that we could do t he job, 11he 

recalled. 
After 15 davs at sea, the battal ion arrived in · the llic Pho ar ea on Decenber 3), 

1967 . The r ear party s et -lHHHHh'HHHHf-:~-lh'Hh'HHh't-::-:HHl-)HHHHHh'Hh'h'HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHt 

up on LZ Bronco w'1Ue the 
forward ·and field elenents 
moved to Lw Carentan just 
east of Bronco for three 
days of intensive in - coun­
try training under ·the 
supervision of HACV ad­
visors . 

(It may be • of interest 
to note that the 11 fud. Pad 11 

wa3 named after the then 
battalion commander , LTC 
&iwin D. Beers . ) 

Aft er _ its training on 
Carentan , the battalion 
forward moved to LZ Thun­
der , already · :in existence 
and wl-iich ,is nowLZ Debbie, 
f orward of the 4/21,Char ­
lie Co . was detached · for 
the next 37 days to 11Task 
Force i3arker, 11 which wor­
ked nor.th of llic Pho in 
sweeping and clearing op­
erations . The other ri­
fle coopanies r otated be­
tween 3a Huynh ( Cha_rlie 
&own), the bridges along 
Highway One south of fuc 
Pho, and Thunder-for per­
.im.eter security. 

In the s~ring of 1968 
the 1/ 2"l acted as the Di ­
vision Mo!:)ile Reactionary 
Force under ' the direct 
control of the - Americal 
Division. It was during 
this :ieru,d in the Qie Son 
Valley that the battalion 
saw soma of its heaviest 
fig.'lting. 

11We ma.Je our mark as a 
fighting outfit in the 
Qie 3on Valley. Li May, 
LZ Canter was under siege 
( D1!J,A CHJZ cont. page J) 

CHARLIE CX) . SJRP'.U';;ES FIVE 
GAZA STRIP·--vc in the battalion Is AO are finding \ :tt in­
creasingly difficult t o conduc t t he ir operations at night . 
Charlie Co . demonstrated that the enemy can 1 t ev en sit down 
and en.io y an evening meal by the fir eside . 

At dusk one night this week , t he 1st -Flatonn was en­
r out e t o its varbus ar.ibush sites in .t.he thicklir veget a t ed 
Gaza strip 'r egion) six kilomet ers east of Li z . PFC · F:cank 
B. Young (Cambellton, Fla.), walkin~ "'O int for the 2nd 
Squad, spotted five VC sitting around a fir e near an old 
bunker in a deserted ville . The ene.my, obviously t ak enun­
awar es, quickly go t u~ and started runnin~ . 

In spite of Young 1s commands to halt, the VC disper-
sed, too excited in their sc r ambling to fir e back at the 
men . 

11They s eemed t o just k~ep r unning into our o t',er el e ­
ments behind the ,2nd Squad , 11 said SP/4 Stev e For dic e ( En­
tGrpris e , Or e . ) , as one enemy was killed and another wourrl­
ed , E:omehow .in their confu~ion, the other thr ee managed 
to evade with the ir wea pons . 
~YHHh."-)Hf-lPA'-;Hh'h'HHHf-o'h'HHH'.-l:-IP,HHHHHHHHHHHHHH's,,"-)HHHH-~~-lHh'HHHh'h'h'HHt 

RECON ROAM3 THE STRIP 
GAZA STRIP--Available as a quick - strike reactionary force, 
the Recon Platoon had fr equent engagmnents with the enrnny 
this week, inflicting a number of casua,ltios within their 
ranks. Much of tho act ion occurred at night, furthe·r r e ­
ducing the enany 's mobility at night. 

Last Wednesday, shortly after a c/ A · il:'t.o the Gaza 
strip, the Little John element uncovered a camoflagedmoch 
with steel pots and a VC uniforn . That evening at dusk, 
the Robin Hood element, working just to the north, fir edcii · 
three VG wearing dark blue uniforms and moving down a pad­
die .dike 6oo meters away. One of the VC was wounded in­
stantly, but his · two comrades dragged him over a dyke and 
disanpeared into the darkness . 

Two davs let'JI', lx)th the cfrll Scarlet anrl Robin 'iood 
squads saw morG action. 1'/hile moving into an ambush posi­
tion, Will '3carl :1t r eccivnd al:out l5 rounds of AK firv and 
movod back to call in artill ery on the cnany ' s position . 
lfoving in to check th.:: ar .. a aftnr the arty barrae:e, the m-,n 
received mora AK fire from two different locations, tut the 
enemy, not wanting to engaq:e Recon further, broke the con­
tact and t'le men were unable to uncover any significant 
(REmN continued page J) 



DEFZN.SE EXPANDS EARLY .i.lELEASE POLICY 'I':) L"JCLUDS VOCl'.TIONAL '3C'lOOL'3 
Assistant Secretar;r of :Jefense (Mannower and :ieserve Affairs) Roger T, Kelley has 

expanded Department of Defense policy on the earl v release of enlisted nersonnel to at­
tend college to include eligible enlisted personnel who desire to attend reco gnized vo­
cational/technical sc hools . 

Since 1)59, the Department of Defense has foll owed a policy pennitting r el ease of 
enlisted ·1ersonnel U P to three mont:is before t '1e ir norm&l s eparation date ,to att end 
accredited colleges and universities which award baccalaureate or higher degrees. In 
1968, th.LS policy was e:xpanded to include institutions which c1.ward an a ssociate de~ee 
or higher. 

A Department of Defense Instruction now additionall y pr ovides that el i !!;ible en-
listed personnel may be released up to three nont'1s nrior to their normal separation 
d.:i.te to enter a recognized voca tional/technical school, i. e ., one which is approved by 
the co3nizant State B:,ard for Vocational &iucation, or is accredited by a nationally 
recognized accr editing agency or associ.:.tion listed by the lJ. '3, Commissioner of &iuca­
tion. 

Eligibility crit eria are generall y the same &s formerly used in r eleasing person-
nel to attend colle ge . To 
qualify for early r elease 
a servic=an (l)must show 
that he has been accepted 
for enrolment coJ;JI;J. encing 
with a specii'ic school 
term in a'ftill-time resi­
dent cours e of instruc ­
tion of no less than t:,ree 
months dm'-ation at a re­
co gnized vocational/tech­
nical school,(2) must not 
be essential to the mis­
s ion of his assi3ned or ­
g.:.nization, a~d (3) must 
have coupleted 21 months 
of active duty ')n 11is cur­
rent teln!- of J obligated 
service if he will have a 
reserve obligE-tion after 
separation. 

11T' e exra,nsion ·o f the 
Dc;:iarti:ient of D::!f ,mse ear­
ly release policy to in­
clude eligible enlisted 
personnel i.r.l , · .obtaining 
specific skills is an ef ­
fort 'to im.:irove oo'Jortu­
n ities for · iJnr.iedi.a t~ c:i::- ' 
vili.an enployraent and tha-e­
by give veterans the as­
sistance t~ey need to make 
a ruooth transition to 
civilian life." , 

Sacretary Kelley then 
explained, 11This helps 

t.hosa eligible enlisted mzn 
who -would be unduly pe­
nalized in the pursuit of 
thdir education _- if re­
quired to r,311ain in ser­
vice until OX'Jira tion of 
their t'3rm of enlistment 
or induction. 11 

24 RECEIVE AWARDS IN C ·lU LAI 
Twenty- four men rec eived r ecognition in Chu Lai du-

r ing th e battalion I s r etraining periods this nast week. A­
mong the awards presented wer e three Silver stars commend­
ing outstanding accomplishments in the fi eld. 

SILVER STAR 
SP/5 Kieth 3 . Stensgaard--Hawley, Minn . (HHC4fodic) 
SP/4 Franklin M. hbo tan--Fairfax, Okla , (Alpha Co . ) 
3P/4Juan D. Mercado--Phoenix, Ariz . (Alpha Co . ) 

3!!JNZE 3TAR FOR Vlili)R 
5P/4 Dee W. Jye--Independence, Mo. (~lpha Co . ) 
SP/4 Robert D. Gee --Elburn, Ill. (Echo Co . ) 

GT &iward J. Gatton--Baltimore, Md. (Bravo Co.) 
SP/4 David r! . Snyder - -Mt . Clare, W. Va. (Bravo Co . ) 
PFC ·,vil 1..iam A. Herod--Chicago , Ill. ( Bravo c~1 . ) 

ARMY OOU1END/,TION l.fEDI.L FO:i V/,LOR 
CP-f JamesJ.- Ibnovan--South Orange; N .J. ( Charlie Co.) 

_BRONZS '3TA..1t FOR S~VICS 
'3GT Robert E. Frye--Williamsrurg, Pa. (DGlta C,, .) 
SGT Jack ''1. Hayden-TurnGrs station, Ky. (Delta Co.) 
SGT Freddie T. Young--DGcatur; Ill. (Delta Co.) 
SP/4 William!! . Aururn--Muskeegan, Mich . (Delta -Co.) 
SP /4 Billie G. Bryant--Leland, Miss. ( Delta Co.) 
SP/ 4 Willie F. Hardaway-Pensacola, F1.a. ( I:elta Co.) 
SP/4 Silvestre Hernandez, Jr.-- Del Rio, Tex. (Delta Co.) 
SP/4 Grafton Sweat-- Pittsrurgh, Pa. (Delta Co.) 
SGT Antonio Verduzco--Phoenix, Ariz . (Delta Co.) 

.m-1:Y OOMMEND.l,.TION MEDAL FOR ACHIEVEMENT 
CPT Ia."iiel W. Thomas--Leesville , La. ( Alpha Co.) 
CPT James J. !bnovan--S'.:>uth Orange , N.J. (Charlie Co.) 
lSG Erskine L. Wade --Drakesooro, Ky . (Delta Co.) 

PURPLE HEART 
3P/4 William M. Aururn--Muskeegan, Mich. (Delta Co.) 
SP/ 4 Billie G', Bryant-Leland, Miss . (Delta Co • ) 
PFC Granville E. Harewood-Atlantic City, N.J. (Delta Co.) 
PFC 09.vid K. Pat terson--Rat C;Liff, l1rk . ( Alpha Co.) 
PFC James Thornton--Louisville, Ky. (Alpha Co.) 
PFC Kurtess R~ Walkcr--Parowan, Utah (Bravo Co.) 

(?.) 



LET 1 3 FIRE THE (}.')HP ANY COMHANDERS 
By Your Chaplain , Tugone W. Scott 

T~er e are t:ines wh:~n we sho11ld 1 ire 
our company commanders . B1t before any­
Ane drifts off t ,1 fa'1tasia-land b:>iling 
mad, or allows hi~5elf henceforth to 
climb the Alps without his right ,shoe- ­
be so kind as to und Jrstand wh;it I am 
saying . 

, stimulated oind can overcome the 
hardost hardships, but a laxative mind 
could caus~ you~ attitude to run loosely 
down hill to the lowast of resting pla­
ces . 

A fired up teao with a fired up co~ch 
usuall y wins thd ball games • ~ it could 
be with ours -tlvcs ov,, r here. If w.~ giva 
our COLlllland'.lrs our couraguous suppor·:., 
thay will 'oe fir0d up and so stimuL,1t od 
that your chances of winning the b~ttles 
with the enemy and time will ';:ie success ­
f ul . 

Let 1 s fire our commanders . Let I s do 
our 1:ies t so they cru1 be stimulated to do 
t heir best. It is the unit ,ath insoir­
ed and st imulated men ·:,!.1°.t.~ Jl'.)SS~~ ses 
pr ide, r estige~ and erseverance . 

3SG W.'\LTERS IS NOJ Or THE WE~ 
St aff Ser ~eant Thomas J • Walters is 

the SYKE1 S R::: IL,\R'3 1 NOJ of the Week. He 
11as been wi t h Alpha Co . for al;no5t t't-.Q 
months now and cur" entl v serves as the 
pl at oon scr ,;,eant of the - 2nd Plc1toon . 

A !)roduc t of Ft . Benningfs NOJ School, 
he also attended the Ranger Sc~ool with 
the 3rd 11anger Co . , wher ~ he earned his 
rocker -

S G Walt ers_ i s married and attended 
Canute ·High 3chool, Canute, Okl a . He 
al so ¼'Orked toward a de A;ree in elec:tr i­
c .-.1 en,"'ineering .:i.t OI::C ahoma Uni v ers i t y . 

-lh'HHH!--;!--:HH,-~'-iH.'-l~ " 

R.cCON continuud from page 1. 
r esults. 

Mean.mile , Ro bin Hood, a kilornet ar 
to tha north, had iu s t arrived a t i ts 
am.tush location when thrca VC ca:ne down 

a pc!ddie dvke near its po r. .-:.:t i on . 
!'We hadn't hnd tim e to set up yet, 

so w:i a-,pliad 1 iromedide act i on' e.ndrmt 
a. lot of small arms fir e on than. · We 
kill~ one of the VC instantly a nd woun­
ded th.J othGr two, 11 oxolained· 2LT w._-, r­
ran T. W?.t ortury ( Ashla nd, Ky.), Rccons 
platoon lender. 

Although th~ t',,O wounded VC ma naged 
to cvad•3 1 a lntJr check of th ,J a r oa r e­
venl.~d henvy blood trn.i.ls nnd obvious 
indica tions tht. t the:v had f allen a oout 
'?'•ery ten feet. 

GRAT:zFUL VILLAGER<, H')LD CEREMONY 

A Vietnamese cerenony nt .Van Truonp; 
this week evidenced the successful ef­
for:.: s of the Allies e.J.one; J.J i(l'hway One, 
Leaders of the ~eRion?l Forces , Popular 
Forves, and Popular Self ~fense Fore-es 
eler:ients ~rkinii: with BrPvo Co. snon·· 
sored a reliP-io~s cerenon'' in the vil­
lage to giv e t h?.nks for the :-ieo,,le 1 s good 
fortune in the r ecent months c1nd to seek 
the guidance that wil:::.. further the s11c ­
cess of the T)acific?tion pro~ar.i in the 
~rea. 

Local villn[!e anct ha'"llet chief s were 
in attendance at the c erenonv thAt be~~n 
c1t three o'clock in the morning and in­
clude d a three hour ~rryer devotL~nal. 
S:>ecial thFnks were :::.i.v en for lest week's 
rout of an intended SPDper e.ttack on the 
cor.mound Pt Van Truong when the PS , is•· 
tant hamlet security chief, Mr. Vo Dinh 
Khoi, learned at the l c1st minute of the 
sapper plans . 

-lHHl-lHH.'->'h."-lh.'<-;h'HH.'->."-ll-

DEL A CRUZ continued from pe.ge 1 
by the 2nd NVA :livision . Our Alphc1 c1nct 
&- ;,vo companies were Op Conned to the 
1/6 of the 198th Brigade, anct for six 
days we fou ,.,ht to 1 ift the siep:e. Our 
mission wAs to take the pressure off the 
guys on Center by covering · the high 
ground. We nar:ied the battle ~fter Hill 
352,, which we ffoilly took on Mc1y 19th, 11 

D3la Cruz explained. 
11lliring the Battle for !-fill 352,Li"eu-

tenant Fc1ulk of the Jrd Pletoon ~ecc.'1Jle 
the first m2.n in the bc1ttalion to e;,rn 
the Di.stin!?Uished Service Cross. He and 
six other men got b3hind an enemy posi­
tion on the hill, and he kD.led e ight of 
them single- handedly." 

In the ranaining nonths of 5FC fula 
Cruz I s first tour with the battalion, the 
1/Z) participntad in onGr~tions Chem­
paign, Whealer/\\1:>.lloW<> , Norfolk Victorv, 
Chru:i-r:-aign Grove, nnd Vi;rnon LP.ke II. In 
thes 2 orerations th e SYKE 1 S REGJLA.'tS k:il­
led 328 VC P.nd NVA~ c1n accompl ishment 
that set the r,nttern fo r successos to 
follow. 

-!HHHHHHHf-{HH:--ll-lh,~ 

The 11th Brigade Education · Advisor 
runs a full - time counseling oper tion 
des i gned solel y fo r the benefit of the 
members of t he Bri gade . 

B. s i des :-,r epc.".r :,ory -:lc1sses r.nd nd-· 
mini s:.r a t ion of t he High School GE!) tes , 
the F.duce. tion Offic e off ers hi!';her level 
corr es:oondenc e courses in a wide ronge of 
fi el ds th? t ca n l ee d t o a degree nt vir ­
tually every college or university in the 
~t.~tes. T<'.' l k t.v yo,,.,. F..i.rst ~ergennt for 
c.n nt'l llJ j n tment. 

(3) 
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BEOOMZ ll. PIDFESSIONAL ! 
Through reenlistment , you 
gain a wide choic e of lls­
sigrmcnts, job special­
ties, and a r ,enlistment 
tonus up to $lo ,000 . 
Stay AIMY and · go · wher e 
y.,u Wc'.nt, in the job you 
like. 

Sec SSG M<lc ! 
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HAJL AND FAREWELL S 
Replncenents: 
gph~~-• 
PFC Ralph R. Laffitte- -S..1.cr~ento, Calif. 
PFC stephen L . Si_ler- -Elwood, Ind , 
PFC Hichael F. Chrise wa- -Hi ckor :r, N. C. 
PFC George M. Lethcm- •N.Y.C . , N.Y. 
FFC lfugene D. Schnitt-- hiladelphi<' 
PFC Ernest T. Allred-Liberty, 1 . C. 
PFC Clair W. C~rna he n- Homer City, Po . 
PFC Coshel H"il ·-Le t:urn, Ky • 
FFC Glenn E. Farley-New Cumberla nd> W.Vr, 
PFC Rodney G. I:bss-Chathc1JIL, Va. 
PFC Ronald lliJnpsey-- Stockto n, Ga. 

0 .1.-,.flie ro • 
SSG Ronald L . Parrish--Millerst:urP,, Ohio 
PFC George L, Malone--Lockport, Ill. 
PFC William F . Fowlkes - i\u gusta , Ga . 
PFC Edward ' • D::.rzenkiewicz - Southbridge, H,• 
PFC Iele f.... Throntve it--Crosby, N. Delk . 
PFC David L. Sowell - Sioux Fc>.lls , S . Olk. 
PFC Miehe.el P. Binghrm- C',orbin, KV • 
PVT Allen T. Sar2.bia--Chicago 

Delta Co . 
PFC Ronald C. Leonnrd- - IEly City, Cr lif . 
PFC Srunmy L . &.nder s - Alteny, Ge . 

F..cho Co, 
SGT Thomas W. Kruchowski-Chisholm, Minn . 

D:martur es : 
Al ha Co . 
SGT st2.nlay H. Caillet--North Lawr ence, On , · 
':J'/4 J .?.mes R. Fish- Lillington, N. C. 

i3rrvo Co 
SGT Roy A. Peterson--Billings , Mont . 
SGI' Lawrenc e Wh i tmyer - Billin~ , Mont . 

Delta Co . 
SP/4 Silvestre Hernandez , Jr. - Dcl Rio, Te~ . 

i--~SYKE 1 S REaJLARS REP0RTER 7 
1:sattalion Commander LTC Arthur F . Fisch,\ 
Adjutant CPT Edward J . Mullen 
Correspondant "!J' / 4 To by B. Prod!!<>.rs 

The REPORTER is published weekly under 
the supervision of t h~ Administrative 
Section , HHC, 1st &ttc1lion, 2)th Infan­
try, 11th Infantry Brigade , APO 96217 a s 
a n authorized public.1ti on. Opini.ons ex­
press~d her ein do not necessarily r efle::t 
t.hos e of the Department of the Anny. 
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