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LTC FISCHER BIDS FAREWELL 

My departure from the c·ommand of the "Sykes I Regulars 11 is a true moment of 

sent:iment for me. I am proud to have had the privlege tcr command the 1::sti"r~lion, 

~u have lived up to every aspect of the American soldier. I wish to extol the 

men of the l/20th for the continuous cooperation you have given me in the last 

six months. 

Hi.story has paid trib.lte to the men who served in 11Sykes' Regulars II since 

its origination in 1861 by President Abraham Linco.ln. These men have distingu­

ished thanselves with valorous deeds and outstanding accomplishments in· every 

major American battlefront since the Civil War. I firmly feel that the "Sykes' 

Regulars II of today have lived up to all the- traditions set by their former com­

rades. You too have the right to be proud and hold your head high because you 

have earned it with your sweat and blood. 

Without your teamv«)rk and devotion to duty the mission assigned to us in the 

D.lc Pho area could not have been as prolific as it has been. This was accom­

plished only through the efforts of each man doing his job in the tradition of 

the battalion, 1"1'0 THE LlMIT OF HIS ABil,ITY. 11 
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CP.T BEAVERS RESUJES 12 ON GA.ZA STRil' 

Cpt D:mald Beavers ·(vanNys, C~.) r "ecently led a squad 
of men fran Recon into dangerous enany territory after re­
ceiving word that two VC wanted to surrender. The men . wer e 
being hunted by their former Collll"ades and time was growing 
short, They were hiding in an area with a high concentratio 
of VC where allied forces had been engaged in oontact . for tre 
past two months • 

CPT Beavers and two Vietnamese officials frcm the Ille 
Pho District immediat.ely went out to the area and joined the 
Recon Platoon. lLT warren Waterbury (Ashland, Ky.)md a squad 
ao:ompanied Cpt Beavers on the mission. 

Throute the men spotted an unkno"l-m number of VC, bJ.t a ­
voided contact due to the mission . They r eached the locatioo 
oS the first man and signaled the ir presenc e by firing three 
shots. The hiding man was a province level propaganda cadre 
and had concealed himself in a mangrove swamp. He told Cpt 
Beavers that five VC had just come within 50 meters of his 
location~ 

Cpt &avers interogated- the man an..u SC ertained the lo­
cation of the second Chieu Hoi, who was l'he • br~ther-in-Jawaf 
the cadre member,. "We moved out swiftly becPus e time was g 
ting short, 11 said Cpt Beavers. 11As we neared a field in t he 
area where the seoond Chieu Hoi was hiding th e first m,m s:ig­
naled to us that we were approaching a heavily booby trapped 
area. We cautiously navigRted and just before we r eached the 
second man we sighted five guerrillas and engc>gert tl-iem Ulltil 
they were driven from the area . 11 

"We found the second Chiw Hoi,wbo had been a VC extor­
tionist. He askeri us to take his entire family with Ufl be­
cause the VC would kill all tOJ!l of thea if ~ey war~ left be­
hind. II 

Carrying the family's belongings and two small children 
the men moved as quickly as possible to get out of the area. 
They then spotted six armed guerrillas in a woodline 500 me­
ters away. They were able to stay ahead of the of VC ·pre­
venting than from cutting off their exit and making it back 
to the day lac:i-ger p:>s ition. 

CHAFLIE Cl) 

NETS NEW CACHE 

IN Hi\MLET . NEAR L lZ 

Charlie Company fru nd 
another rice cache and 
seems t o be living up 
to its nickname o.f the 
"Ric e &ggers 11 • Earli­
er this week ·theyuncov>- , 
er ed five tons of po!~ 
ished rice in a hamlet 
north of LZ LlZ after a 
brief fir e fight. 

The second squad· of 
the second platoon ~ h id t 
by Sp4 James stephens 
(Wash turn , Mo.) were r e 
acting to an intelli -
gence report from a sec­
ui~ity chief in Ille My 
Province. 

The men were joined 
by a group of Popular 
Forces who surpised a 
group of f our VC as they 
entered the village. 

The VC opened fireon 
the men as they tried 
ta escape0 Stephens 
and his squad success ­
fully used fire andman•­
euver- to engage one of 
the VC guerrillas. 

Stephens advanced to 
within 30 meters of thc,­
enemy soldier and fir­
ed twrr. shots· that hit 

---------------------------\ the VC in the leg and 
hip to neautralize the threat. The wounded soldier had an auta:natic weopon and a VC 
pack that contained items of equiµnent including several ·vc unifonns. lLT Franklin 
K. Nelson (Arlington, Texas-), the ,new company camnander, est:imated that the detail'!'ee 
W:ls a VC supply sergeant. 

The other three VC managed to es cape into the brush and headed towards the moun­
ta:ins, accord:ing to Stephens. After calling in a dustoff for the '-Ounded detainee, 
the men proceded to check the area. · 

They found the polished rice, that was p:racessed and ready for consumption, · · in 
}llliastic bags concealed under a foot and hru of loose dirt in a nearby graveyard. 
The five tone ciaehe~was evacuated by helicopter to D..ic My for distrirution to tl'l-e 
peop:leo 
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There will ·be no more · 11 turrcutsef '.in the Army accord­
ing to personnel crfficers in th~ Pentagon, unless a sol­
dier volunteers to have his hea - shave • 

A message sent to all Army commands in advance of a 
published change to, current r egul a tions s a ys , 11!:egrad:ing oi:­
d'epersonalizing _a_ctions, such a s requiring the heads of 
soldiers to be shaved , are forbidden. 11 

The advapce change truces the prerog!'tive of det enn­
ining hair styles awa\Y from field commanders. 11'lhe choice 
of hair style is a n individua l decision, 11 the p.irective 

. says. 
The n ew Army regula tion r equires .tha t the hair on the 

top of the head be neatly trimmed tut "will not be cut to 
within one inch unless tne indiv.idua l specifically malces 
a request for it to be rut -shorter. II The' ma xmium l ength 
is three .inches. . 

The flare sideturn·:~ put, ., according to the r egula -
ti.on, tut. sidel:urns that are , neatly tr:imm ed m,1 y extend to 

the center of the ear canal. The guidel ines do not specifically a ddress Afro or 
any othe r kind of ~ir style , 1:u t s a ys "t,he 1:ulk or length of . the bc"; ir will not in­
terfere .'with the normAl wear-.of ' all standa r d mil i tary, herdgear r equired. in the per­
fonna nce of duty." The sides and back of the hair will be trimme1 a nd evenly ta- , 
pered, rut "not be shaven or excessively clipped; unless s pecific c11ly req,u es t ed . 11 

CCIIIIllanders will have the r es P")nsibility of s eeing t r.at pers onnel under their! 
canmand present 11a neat and s oldierly appearance ." fut th? a ccept ability of ha ir 
styl_e will have to b e jurtged by the specific criteria deti:iled in the regula tion, 
rather that at the · whirn of the local comman er . 

With the change; th1; Army groOIJl ing 'regul ati,m will be more expl icit than the 
other services. The Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps all hav e broa1 r egul a tirms, 
allowing l oc al comma nders leeway to det ermine exnctly what constitutes ''nea tly and 
closely tr:ir.uaed. 11 · However, Navy and Marine O::irps regulations do s ay the hair on 
th.J top should not be more tha n three inches in length • . 

~iHHHI-IHHHh'f-'.HHHHh~iHH! I! IHlll 11 ~'-IHl-'.h'H~:Hl 111111 lf lt~~~Hh'h'Hh'P.'-lf~'HYH81-~-~'1' 

O.K. it:isUne 
to face the facts. 
At any time :in the 
peat._yearh'weyou 
said SOlllething 
l:ike, 11 Many to­
day are turning 
their be.des on 
responsibility and 
they W'Ollld ra iher 
leave, or even de• 

AISEe'ft££ VOTING •• 
After all,yru ~ rt, 

want to be guilty 
of turning your 
back on you r€6Jn."'1 
sibilities and voi 
ing, while a righ 
is a lso one of ou: 
foranost responsi. 
bilities~ 

stroy, our American 'way of life, tl'en help 
make it work." If 300 have then answer 
the quest:i:'on: Have ~ll applied for e.n 
al:Bentee/be.llot so you can vote in 300r 
state's/ pr:imary election? Hopefully you 
are go'ing to get that ballot 

/ 
/ 

I 

ONt.Y 
If YOU/ 
CAST IT• 

Furthermore, a-
servicanan or WC!Il 

an who is too lazy or too indifferent • 
vote is throwing away the precious r.iglt 0 

Ihn I t di.sregP.rd j'OUr right to have a 
voice .in ~ur government, whether it be 
at the , federal, state· or local level.Be 
sure. to- exercise :your right to vote0 

/4 
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R &- R IN MANILA, PA RT TW) 

ClJRRENCT 
The unit is the Peso (P) divided :into 100 centavos (c) . The Peso is roughly 

equivilant to $::>.25. Co:ins are 1, 5, 10, 25 and 50 centavo (Sent:imo) denom :ina -
tions. Free market foreign exchange rate for the U .s. dollar fluctua t es between 
PJ.90 to· r'5.oo. Ba sure to know the value of your money before leaving the R & R 
center . Only carry enough money for the day's needs. You c_an put your money in 
the safe at the hotel, which are provided for your protection. 
CASHING CHEIBS 

Personal a nd Cashiers checks up to $50 ma y be cashsd at the f,mer ican Embassy 
or the American Express Bank at Sangley Point Naval Station. There is no Umit on 
U. s. Government checks. Your R & R hotel will r e -convert your loca l currency t o 
U.S. dollars on your day of departure 9 1::ut only if you initially had your curren-
cy at tha.t -hotel 0 • 

U.S. Savings funds can be ca shed at 
in either of their two branch offices in 
the Port Area branch cm Bonifacio Irive. 

the Firfl t National ·city Bank of New York, 
down town 11anila- on J aun· Lum1 S'treet o,r 

Hours are from 0900 to t430 hours Mon -
day through Friday. . 

If your prefer, you ca n 
Sangley Po:int Naval St<1tion~ 
money arrives. 
TELEP 00 NES 

h11v e money wired to you :in care of t he Red Cre ss at 
You will be notified by the_ R & R Cent er when the 

Local calls or calls to ·military ba s es in the Philippines may be made fr ee of 
charge _at" the US) · club. The Philipp:ine Long Di.stance Telephone Company handles 
overseas calls. It will cost $12 to ca11· ·any p <1rt of ·the -United · States for three 
minutes for a person t6 f.:erson call. A s tation to station c <11l is also $12 d~l­
lars dur:ing the week, 1::ut · the r a tes reduc e to $8.90 on .9..mday. 
TAXICABS AN D JEEPNEYS . . . 

Ta xis charge _2'.) centavos for the first quarter mile · a nd each ·additional 250 
meters will cost 1D ceqtavos. · Fare on taxi meters is pesos, not :in ·dollars · and 
it covers the entire trip. Tnere is no c-hargc per person. Converted jeep-type 
vehicles called j eepneys , ca rrying about "ten passengers, usually hav e a charge of 
lO centavos per person f or any d istanc e on a specified r oute within the city. 
T1PPING . . 

Tipping is not .a ·standard practice exc ept in first-clnss res taurclnts . Usually 
a ten per ·cent s evice charge is a dded to bills at these establishments . It i:s a 
custom to leave a tip a t your table; 
AH.ERICAN MJLIT1 RY F/.CJLITIES AT US NAVAL STATION, .'3/.NGLEY POINT 

The Naval Exchange is open 0900 to 1700 murs Nonda y, Tue~day, Thurs day and- .. 
Friday. Purcha ses at the exchange are l:imited t o Pl0.00 only. Any purchase over · 
that amount will require a merchand ise control form availa ble at the R & R Center .. 
There are also Mc>.rine a nd Ncl,vy .Ehlisted Men's Clubs·, CPO Club and Officer's Mess. 
SIDPPING 

Philippine handicrc1.fts· are world f ?.mous Md shopn ing :in Manila is a ·· delight 
for the curio and souvenir._ runter. Girl guides are available at the ucn. Local 
products are very in ~xpcnsive a nd jmpnrtect itans are ~ostly . Things to b.ly while 
in Manila inclu-d:e carved w,oden ware, brassware, linens ,md embroideries. Also in­
cludert on the l"ist are guitc1 rs, shell ware, wicker fu:r:nirure, c0 r E>l j ewelry, · sil­
ver filigrees. ~nd ·~ooccl articles. The main shopoing c ent er is in the Ermita rli s­
trict of Manila. Many of the souvenir ,mrl han<licr?ft shoiis s 'tcly open thr0ugh the · 
traditional two-hour .man· clnaing and s ome sta y ope.n till 2100. The ma in shopping 
street is A. Mabini. . · 
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LITTLE JOHN FIELDS NOJ OF WEEK 

Sgt Clyde C. Shirron has been select­
ed as Sykes' Regul:ars NOJ of the Week . He­
is the squad leader of Recon' s Little J:>hn 
elenent. 

Shirron is a native of Little Roc~Ar­
kansas0 and will be on his way hane in 
70 days. He attended the University of 
Arkansas for two years as a fusiness ma­
jor. He plans to ccmplete his education 
at the University of Arkansas when he axis 
his present tour in Vietnam. 

He had his &sic and AIT training at 
·Ft. PoJJc, La. He then graduated from NOJ 
School. at Ft. Benning, Ga. and ccmpleted 
his OJT phase at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. 
ittl-~tt-ll->HH8l-l01 ll ll lt >< ll lt M II ~ U~ **)HHl-lHh'HHHHP,HHHHl-

SYKES' RIDJu'UlS REPORTER 

B:l ttai ion OJ 
Adjutant 
. Co..-respondant 

LTC Arthur Fischer 
ll,T James E. Hardy Jr. 
SGT Cluck. Merdzinski 

. - -: ... 
The REPORTER is published weekly 
under the supervision of the S-1, 
HHC, 1st Bn, 2:)th Inf, 11th In! 
Bde, APO San· Francisco 962J.7 as 
an authorized publication. Opi­
nions expressed herein do not ne­
cessarily refle:::t tmse of the 
Department of the Army. /.FPS 
material is used. 
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The 2,€:oO-mile Mekong River irrjgal:.et 
the largest rice-growing area in the en• 
tire world and has been Indochina I s ma·­
jor highway in peace and war, according 
to the National Geographic Society. 

Rising in the 16,000.;.foot-high Ti­
betan Plateau in China's · Tsinghai Prcr -
vince, the Mekong runs I,100 miles I in 
Tibet and China. For the remaining ),5):) 
miles in the Lower Mekong Bl.sin, it runs 
through Laos, Cambodia and the Repiblic 
of, Vietnam before anptying into the s. 
China '3ea. 

'fu bling over rapids as :it turns and 
.twista_~ gh .tower ing..JD.OWl~lA : gorge~ 
the river is known to the Tibetans as 
Oza-Chu, or the Water of the Rocks. To 
the Chinese it is Lan-Tsan Kiang, the 
'furb.llent water. , 

The river becomes broader and qui­
eter as it passes through Laos. Lao­
tians and Thais, who live on opposite 
banks, call it the Mae Nam Khong, the 
Mother River. Turopeans contracted thiL 
to Mekong. To Cambodians, it is Tonle 
Thom, The Big ~-later. In the Delta , it 
becomes the fuu Long Giang, or River of 
Nine Dragons. Regarding eight a s an un 
lucky number the Vietnamese included a 
small off-shoot of the river. 

In the 12th century, troop carrier: 
sailed up the river from Vietnam into 
Cambodia seeking foe during a 3()-year 
war between Kcll!lb..lja and Champa. 

With the Chams, or early Vietnames e 
in 1177, was a foriegn adviser. A Chi, 
nese mandarin shipwrecked on the Viet ~ 
namese coast six yorrs earlier · tangtr:: 
the Cha.ms to use a crossbow~Then he lee: 
their war fleet up the Mekong to victor 
over Angkor. The Chams pillaged Angkor­
and slew its king. His successor then 
.r~ts.ed_":,~rmy c'.l].d defeat~~~ ~hams. 
Angkor was finally destroyed by a Siam~· 
eses army and the mpital moved to PJmc:. . 
Penh at the juction of the Tonle ~p a1~ 
Mekong Rivers. 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

;_ 

3~ 
37-Be prHent 
38-Herrinll il<e 

fish 
39-Hea..y · 

,'Oluf'N!S 
•O-Go 1ft 
41-Goal 
43-Pr9poshion 

"""" 46-Uftlt of Slamo .. 
C11"11n<y 

'7-W01m 
48-Afternoon party 
49-Plpn 
51 -Nole Of KOio 
53-A stete (ab!>r.) 

-G-

SPORTS Q.JIZ 

1. Who was the l ea.dmg scorer 
in. the NFL m 1969? 
2o WhCll was the l eading scorer 
in the /,FL m 1969? 
J. \-fuCll is the all -time grand 
slam hanerun leader in the Na­
tional i eague? 
4. Which major l eague oper a tes 
on an international b9.sis? 
5. Wha t team in the NB\ missed 
the playuffs in 1970 fo:;:, the 
first t--mie in 14 years? 
60 Name the player frcm South 
Africa who has starred in the 
pro golf tours f or years. , 
7 •--~Lti,am established a new 
NHL record for ties in ·the 1)69 
and 1970 sea.son? 
80 Name the player whose base­
bar: career was placed m jeap­
ardy through an accide.-it dur­
ing military tre-ining? 
9. Who- won the small college 
national basketball title in 
19~? 
lO., Who led the NFL in passine 
in 1969? 
ll. Name the winner of the In-• 
clian!\pail.is .500 this year. 
12. Who was the l ast pitcher 
to win .:n games for a la st 
place team? 

ANSWERS 

1. Fred Cox, Minn. Vik.,121 ~ 
20 Jjm Turner, NY Jets., 129 pt 
J. Gil Hodges,'14 
4o The NHL and the NEL have 
teams in the US and Carada. 
5. The fuston Celtics 
6. G9ry Player 
7 e The Phil. Flyers with 24 
80 Carlos May, White Sox 
9 • . Philaaelphia Textiles 
10. Sonny Jurgenson, Washingtor: 
Redskins. 
ll. Al Unser 
12. Robin Roberts., 502 
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