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BATTALION N:i: 'tv R 

ON THE FIRING LINE 

Action in the 3rd Bn, 1st Inf NJ: 

August 14 
While on patrol north of Phu LMi 

Dong,Del ta Company engaged an ene?1y 
personnel who was perched 1.n a T,:,f,e. 
Their heads-up alertness resulted 
in one VC KIA. 

Working west of OPl, ls t pla.toon 
of 9harlie Company received small 
arms and grenade fire from a neal'.'by 
treeline. Defore taking cover, the 
element• s point.nan, PFC Richard 
Buchholtz (st. Thomas , N.D.), f ired 
several rounds at an enemy gr ena­
dier who had exposed himself. A 
later sweep of the contact area re­
vealed one VC KIA w/pistol belt, 
canteen and seven grenade rounds . 

August 16 
Charlie Company had an ambush 

net one VC KIA with AK-47. 

August 17 
While operating along the Song 

Tra Khuc River, SP4 Earl T. Mason 
( Park City, Ky. ) , a rifleman with 
Delta Company, engaged three VC in 
a sanprui. his element had spotted 
over 600 meters away. The action 
resulted in one confirmed KIA; the 
other two enemy per sonnel had 
jumped out of the sanpE.n on the op­
posite side of the river and evaded 
into a treeline. 

patrolling NW of the Song Tra 
Khuc River,the 1st platoon of Char­
lie Company found 300-400 lbs. of 
unpolished rice in a ,55-gaJ. drum 
which was in a burned out hootch. 

Opera.t:lng near Nghia Hanh, Popu­
J .~·-· i•'-::J~r:es Plo.toon #118 was at­
L.:.d{ed. by n platoon of VC. Turning 
the tables on their foe, the PF•s 
killed five of the VC and captured 
one AK-47 nnd twenty Chieom hand 

gre!lad.es without suffering a single 
c E.S\1al "r-,y., 

Du:;:-ing ;a sea.rch and clear opera­
tion. nc:rth of '::'t ;, Ngh::..~., Br avo- C0r1-
p><.::,y ~cte.:: as f\ blocki.ng force .for 
i. fo':!gionc.J. Forces Company. The R?s 
c;;pt.m·ed 3 VC, 5 VCI, 10 VCS :md cJ.e­
s ·t.royed four t unnels. Discove:·i ng 
a m::..n.e fi .eld in the same a.re,'l. :, tl1ey 
dp3troy9d eleven mines and capv1:;:-ed 
t L",.z--~.e.G:i. others . 

August 18--HO%ESHOE 
Envjng detected movement just 

outc.:i.rlc their per imet er during the 
nigl~~ t._\ DeJ.. t a Company decided ·to 
l c ., ,~J 'l s·L1:'pr ise for any scavenger 2 

w}~o 1r.i1f ·,t, enter their NDP aftc:: 
t heir ciep"'"rtur e . Four men f rom 2~1·.l 
pla.+-ocnj SSG Fidel Serrano-Burgnc 
( Cl-::;.cc1§;0, I ll.), ·sp4 Danny D. H:l.nd­
ley ( A11erican Fork, . Utah),SP4 J i:Lr,es 
R. Iso~ (Raytown, Mo.), and PV2 
R0ber+, A, Gilbo (Potsdam, N.Y.) r e­
mai ned behi.nd ,concea.led in the high 
gril.ss , while the remainder of t heir 
pl;:it-oon wimt some distance down the 
t r ,1i.l t o wo i t . 

Shortly afterward, a VC armed 
with an AK-47 approached to within 
t wenty feet of : the foursome. · A 
safe distance behind the first, a 
second VC appeared. At this point, 
the four man ambush opened up on 
the enemy. The firing immediately 
b!'ought assistrui.ce from the r emain­
der of the platoon. The patience 
and courage of f our men . r esulted in 
2 VC KIA with 2 iiK-47' s , 39 rds. of 
AK .unmo and vuious documents CIA. 

August 19 
For the past several months, the 

companies of the 3rd Dattalion op­
erating near the Song Tra Khuc 
River have been pJa,~ued by one or 
more enemy snipers with grenade 
launchers. Assuming · that it was 
one ubiquitous sniper, the men had 
dubbed their evasive antagonist the 

cont on page 2 
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''Mad Thumper". Several ccmpanies 
had even considered offering a boun­
ty for his weapon. 

The 11 Thumper 11 may have been 
brought to b:zy- by 11She.rk 11 gunships 
from the 174th Aviation Company 
just south of the river . The gun­
ships I fire downed a VC/NV A with 
pack and weapon . After sweeping 
the area, Bravo Company ts J ~d pla­
toon captured t he wotmded VC along 
with his pack and grenade launcher. 

August 20 
For the past week, two medics 

from _Charlie Company, PFC Jan J . 
Sulesky (Sharon, Pa.) and PFC Roy F 
Almony (Baltimore, Md.) have con­
ducted a NEDCAP in which over 70 
children and adults f ran the Dien­
Nien hQllllet were treated. 

A. SALUTE TO THE SUPPORT PLATOON 

Happiness to an infantryman in 
the field is a uti lity ship loaded 
with resupply. Blade t ~~e end the 
company's position permitting, 
Romeo Sierra might arrive in the 
morning as well as the afternoon . 
Logistical support is, of course, a 
voluminous task which involves a co­
ordinated effort on · the part of 
many specialized units. However, 
the 11nitty- gritty11 of day to day 
resupply of line co~panies is t he 
primary concern of one particular 
unit, the Support Platoon. For the 
3rd Battalion, this is . the litt la 
recognized but highly motivated 
corps of men most visible on the 
helicopter pad at FSB 411. 

It is the primary r esponsibility 
of the individc1al working on t te 
p~d t0 help i!13ure t hat his r espec­
,;,i ve ~o:;ip · :.:.ri s nPeds are r· et . Ne2"'­
ly evs-::-;;· ··.e::iber of t he p:.c!.t.con has 
served wi":/-1 kda particular company 
in the b11sh. Such an arrange@ent 
serves a t ,vafo:::! purpose. First, 

it provides a few "short-timers" 
with rear jobs. Secondly, having 
been in the bush affords the indi­
vidual both a sharper awareness of 
& line company 1s r esupply prior i ­
ties and a greater incentive to see 
that these requirements are filled, 
The following ··i s a lis t of the S"J.p­
port Platoon personnel according to 
the companies they serve: 
HHC 
11T Michael E. Verdun (Long Beach, 

ca.) 
SFC . Robert L. Brown ( Petersburg, 

. Va. ) 
SP4 Desmond Westerkamp ( Chicago ) 
sr4 Kenne~h H. Riley ( Chicago,lll ) 
PFC Kenneth C. Helderlein (N,Ver­

s ailes , Pa. ) 

Co A 
54 Darrell H. Husted (Sacramento 

ca. ) 
SP4 Clifton C. Sivadge (Gr eenfie1cl 

I ow.1) 

Co B 
S?4 George J. Slanovich (Pittsburg) 
SP4 Edward J, Taylor ( Water i:Jur··r , 

Co~ .. ) 

Co C 
SP["" Michael W. Troup (Torrance,Ca.) 
PFC Ronald G. Otterness (3herbu!'n, 

Minn. ) 

Co D 
SGT Lawrence s. Olson (Minneapoljs ) 
SP4 Gerald A. Tolsdorf ( Posen , ML::h ) 

Co E 
'sP4 Ralph E. Campb~ll (Monona,Iowa) 

NEW OPERATIONS CHIEF 

Re lacing CPT Robert J . Graham 
( Col ·c:r:.'115 , Ga. ) as Oper ations Offi ­
cer f or the b ... ttaJ.ion .',.::; Mf,j Robert 
E . Burns ( Bru-!:lesville, G3. . ) • Prior 
t o his p:re3e~-, 'i!-3-si gnneni; MAJ Burns 
had b!'iefly [ erved. ~i,q Operati ons 
Offi cer to t he 11.:..b B~~gade . CPT 
Graham was assigned to tne Infantry 
School at Ft . Be1,'1ing . 

THE ",.liv,-.Y~ ::::'B5711 BRON CO TRIJUNE IS PUDLIS!iED 'iJEFl'J.Y- UN15EH WE 
Slic>:C:RV2ST.O:-: 1 :' .. :- • :::; S··l , 3 :'J nTT:iI,10~1 , l S':' INFJ.Y'C:fii" , J.l~F . .-.:c:11 
D).-;·J.~-::.Grl: APO ~~i 96217, JS .4..:·i AUTHORI~3D PUB~IC TIJ:·! -~ - i.~l."'3 
fil,::_, ,jf-:CJJONS EX?RE..SS ~'.O ..' .. .Ri!: }'.01' l'lECESS , Jli,.,Y THOSE OF 'D-iE DEP!tR'lHFi'T 
OF TF.E , iiHY, TH:LS Plffi1IC:;1TIOH USES HA'l'ERIAL SUPPLIED 
DY THE .AMERICAN FO:- CES PRESS FILE. 

LTC ROOER A. CULBERTSON, CCl·1MMDillG SF4 KENNETH B. PERRY, Editor 
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'l'tle following have been recanmended 
tor pranotion during the month ot 
August: 

To be SOT 
ffll:c viiicent Phillips 
Co A James L. Watters 

Donald W. Cameron 
John R. Conte 
Michael Lomeli.no 
Ronald D. Dostal 
Danny Kelley 

Co B Desmond Westerkamp 
Edward J. Taylor 
Edward C. Taylor 

Co C Olevia Helaire 
Co D ...Danny D. Bindley 

Bush Hemingway 
James B. Clark 
Donald W. Pace 
Bradley J. McLain 

Co E 'Ihanas H. Coppinger 

To be SP5 
IDIC William White 

Jerry R. Mays 
Bobby J. McElwa:i.n 
Perez J. Rodriquez 

Co C Braulio Nieves-Roman 

page .3 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

IDIC 
SP4 Jose E. Moran (San Jose, Ca.) 

Co A 
SGT"" Luis D. Ay-ala (Bavanoi, P.R.) 
PFC Michael A. Brown {Bronx,N.Y.) 
PFC James C. Cain (Hams hire, Texas ) 
PFC Henry L. Fillio (Col.Sta.,Texas) 
PFC Robert c. Yeager (Columbus,Ohio) 
PV2 John D. Barrett (Wic'hita Falls, 

Texas) 
PV2 Jack c. Brown (Pittsburg, Pa.) 
PV2 David G. Cruz (San Antonio, 

Texas) 
PV2 Celso R. Curet (Santurce, P.R.) 
PV2 Robert A. Grayeski (Downers · 

Grove,Ill) 
PV~ Angel Gutierrez (Yauco, P.R.) 
PV2 George K. Haley (Ft. Lauderdale 

F1.a. ) 
PV2 Ricky L. Winchester (Sharonville 

Ohio) 
Co B 
PFC Timothy J. Hafner (Huntington 

Beach,Ca.) 
PFC Raymond Hayes (Newnan,Ga.) 
PFC Mitchell D. Perkins (Carrollton 

Ky.) 
Johnny R. Price (Yreka, Ca. ) · 
Michael Statland~r (Paterson, 

N.J •) 

Ed. Note: At least seven alloca- PFC 
tions for E-5 still remain with rs- PFC 
canmendations still being considered 

To be SP4 
HHC Hiram Brewer 
Co A Fred E. Katz 

Douglas W. Shaffer 
Jackie K. Johnson 
Larry W. Lorance 

Co B Charles Williams 
James E. Hollennan 
Nath1.n Powell 
Bryan L. Ergang 

Co C Thanas Skotarzak 
Robert M. Frost 
Paul s. o•Kula 
Wesley D. Misemer 

Co D Donnie L. Cranford 
Fred H. Boyd 

Co E Frederick H. Wagner 

AmY DEVELOPS HYBIRD ENGINE 

W.?.3hj_ngton (.ANF)--To combat au­
tomotJ.ve air pollution, the U .S 
Anny's Tank-Automotive C~ 
(TACCJ1) has developed the HYBIRD 
engine. 

The new engine controls combus­
tion within the cylinder it.self arYi 
uses no 11add-on 11 pollution control 
devices. 

PV2 

Co C 

Jacob W. Freudiger (Ft. Worth 
Texas) 

ss'er'" Michael- E. Eyler (Gettysburg) 
SGT Herschel D. Stacey (Pensacola, 

Fla.) 
PFC Stanley D. Buckley (Atlanta,Ga.) 
PFC James K. Dunn (North Dend, Neb.) 
PV2 Georges. Flournoy (Warsaw, N.C.) 

Co D 
PV'2"' Timothy S. Suggs (Florence, Ala. ) 

Unlike the convention al spark 
ignition engine which uses a car­
buretor to deliver the proper air­
fuel mixture to the cylinders, HY­
BIRD features a fuel injection sys­
tem similar to that ueed on a diesel 
engine. 

Fuel injectors at each cylinder 
injec t precisely the amount of fuel 
needed t o operate. the engine at any 
given horsepower output requirement 
This results in a lower c , _·':.- , tion 
air-fuel mixture and lower exhaust 
emissions at low and intennediate 
engine loads than can be achieved 
by the same engine equipped with a 
carburetor. 
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