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BATTALION NEWS

ON THE FIRING LINE
Action in the 3d Dn, 1st Inf AO:

August 28

Alpha Company found 3200 1bs. of
rice buried in 55-gal drums along
a ditch just NE of OPl. The previ-
ous day, the 1lst platoon had found
two well camouflaged 65-gal drums
of rice,

August 29

AMpha Company discovered L4000
1bs, of polished rice contained in
55-gal drums an< buried in a h-dge-
TOW.

August 30

Still searching the area around
Nui Tron, Company A bagged L tons
of polished rice found in a camou-
flaged bunker, Later, three 55-gal
drums of polished rice were discov-
ered buried in a hedgerow, NW of
OPl, the 2nd platoon added to this
700 1bs. of polished rice they had
uncovered in three separate con-
tainers.

 While checking a base camp that
had been discovered several months
earlier, the 2nd platoon of Charlie
Company engaged and killed 1 NVA,
Sweeping through the area, the pla-
toon found 10-15 ruck sacks cona
taining NVA uniforms and misc.
clothing, 1 pistol with 3 magazines
L AXK magazines, 60 AK rds., 2% RPG
rds,, 3 homemade grenades, 1 shovel
and 1 pick, 7 unknown exnlosives, 2
blasting rds., and documents of im-
por‘bance.

Editor's Note: During the month
of August, Alpha Company's - aert
diligence cost the enemy 19,900 1bs
of rice, The company's effective-
ness is the result of both proce-

. dure and attention to detail. A k-
5 man patrol concentrates on a 50
meter square, checking hedgerows,

hootches and wunusual terrain fea-
tures, Finding one container” ~Tof
rice is often a very good =~ indica-
tion that others are concealed nean
by.

September 1

Working” west of the Song Tra
Khuc River, Delta Companv net 1 MNVA
and 1 VC KIA, 1 NVA WIA, 1 pack and
1 AK-U7,

September 3 :

West of WNghia Hahn, T7elta Com-
pany found 1 AK-l7, several green
uniforms, 2 NVA ponchos,? NVA belts
and a pile of clothing whigk! .had
been booby-trapped with a Chicom

grenade,
September

Working in the area west of
Nghia Hahn where there has been

much enemy contact recently,  Delta
Company policed up 2 NVA KTA, 9 RPG
rds. and 1 AK-}j7 with 2 magazines.,

Tu My village received A-R T);0
rockets and heavy small Aarms fire
followed by a ground attack, The
Popular Forces unit securing the
ville engaged the VC killing eight
before thirty of the enemy finally
managed to get inside the nerimeten
FSD L4-11 kept firing illvmination
until gunships could assist the PFs’
in forecing the invaders to withdraw

September 5 t

Patrolling west of Wghia Hahn,
the 1st platoon of Alnha Company
found a- base camp with nwmerons
bunkers, four fighting mnositions
with good bamboo cover, and 1 radio
which had been destroyed by a nrevi-
ous air strike. The following “av,
the company found L NVA KTA, 1 W74
ruck sack, and 1 bag with 13/%2 mm
charges. Some distance away docn-
ments contained in an ammo box anAd
2 automatic rifles in excellent com-
dition were found,
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SQAD ROUTS ENTRENCHED ENEMY

Late on the morning of 3 Septem-
ber while on patrol along the Song
Phuoc Giang River, west of Nghia
Hahn, the 2nd platoon of Charlie
Company engaged several enemy per-
sonnel they had spotted in a hedge-
row., After that everything seemed
to break loose all at once as the
forward element of the pkatoon
found itself pinned down by intense
automatic weapons, RPG and mortar
fire, The "Always First" troopers
had come up against elements from a
battalion sized force of NVA who
were concealed within well forti-
fied positions located along a U-
shaped trench line.

While part of the 2nd platoon,
commanded by SSG Dan Pritchett
(Montgomery, Ala.), together with
the 3rd platoon attempted to breach
the enemy's defenses with several
frontal assaults,a reinforced squad
led by SSG Michael E.Eyler (Gettys-
burg, Pa.) managed to penetrate the
far end of the trench line, Dy this
time, two "Shark" gunships from the
174th Aviation Company ha? arrived
and began pounding the enemy forti-
fications with machine gun and rock-
et fire. :

The gunships! clcse-in support
partially relieved the pressure on
those slowly advancing through the
trench. According to PFC Greg Mil-
ler (Sarasota, Fla,) who was at the
front of this assault, "We encoun=-
tered foxholes and small tunnels
every five meters. The gunships
covered us from the air with the
most accurate shooting I have ever
seen. Our greatest resistance, at
this point, seemed to be coming
from the base of a large tree just
to the right of the trench. As T
was moving in closer, I heard a
loud pop and when I looked down, a
Chicom was right between my legse
“efore I could move it went off and

cont on page 3

CHANGE NF COMM AND

In ceremonies con'mcted here on
10 Sentember,I.TC Clifford J, T.andrv
(Mexandria, Va,) assimed commAnd
of the 34 mattalion, 1st Tnfantrv,
from LTC Roger A, Culbertson, T.TC
Culbertson leaves for assienment
with the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

Following the exchange of enlars'
fmerical Division Commander MG 4, W
Milloy (Hattiesburg,Miss,) conerat-
ulated the battalion frr its sure-
rior performance during the nast
six months in which it Aemanstrated
a high degree of mobility an” pro-
fessionalism,

LTC TLandry ioins the hattalion
from an assignment with the staff
of the Commvunications, Flectronics
an? Space Division, Washinegton N,C,
He made his opening comments tn the
battalion v saying, "This is the
prouiest momeat of my military ca-
reer, I have heard you are the hest
damn battalion in this Adivision and
T intend to keep it that way,"

During a nrevious tour in Viet-
nam, LTC Landry served with the 17,5,
Military Assistance Oommand as As-
sistant G-3, Training and Plans,
for the TIT Corrs Advisonry Groun,
A 1953 gradnate of the U,S, Mili-
tary Academy, he later attended the
Tniversity of Arizona where The
earned a masters degree in electri-
cal engineering,

The new battalion cormman-er has
been awarded thé . "ronze Star Medal
with "7 Adevice, fArmy rmmen®ation
Medal with cluster, Air Medal, Com-
bat Infantry Raige and the Tietna-
mese Gallantry Cross with Silver
Star.

In his farewell remarks, T.TC
Culbertson complimented the members
of the battalion on “oing an out-
standing job of closine with the

cont nn nage 3

THE TLWAYS FISTH JNONCO TRLTNE IS  PIofTSHED ~ WRUKIY ThNDRR Tom
SUPERVISION OF THE S-1, 3™ DATTALTON, 1ST INFNTRY, AMRRTAAL,
DIVISION, APO SF 96217, AS AN AUTHORIZED  PUOT.TRATION, TTRNE
AND OPINIONS EXPRESSED ARE NOT NECESSARTLY THNSE OF THE " .HRRANT-
MENT OF THE ARMY., THIS PUTLTCATION T'SWS ' MATERI4L.  STPPT,TWD
DY THE /MERICAN FORCES PRESS FILF,

1LTC CLIFFORD J. LANDRY, COMMANDING SRl Kenneth B, Perry, WNTTOR
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Change of Command cont,

enemy and wished them the best of
luck in the future,

In recognition of his ountstand-
ing performance while serving as
the assistant Chief of Staff, G-l,
Headquarters, 1lst Infantry Division
and 1g¢¢er as the Commanding Officer
of the 3d Dattalion, 1st Infantry,
LTC Culbertson was presented the
Legion of Merit by MG Milloy,

Entrenched Enemy cont.

the explosion threw me out of the
trench into the bushes." 3oth Mil-
ler and PFC Robert G. Cruz (Fresno,
Ccalif.), who had also been injured
by the blast, made their way back
to the medic.

After a well placed grenade fi-
nally destroyed the entrenched ene-
my position,PFC Charles P, Callahan
(Woburn,Mass,) supported by machine
gunner PFC David F, Smith (.Minne-
apolis, Minn.) continuel to push
forward, Around the final ben? in
the trench,the squad met with heavy
resistance from a partially demol-
ished bunker and seviral reinforged
foxholes, PFC Smith having burned
up the barrel of his M-60 machine
gun after firing over 24,00 roudds,
grabbed the nearest M-16 and con-
tinued the assaunlt.

The unwavering aggressiveness
and sustained fire power of nearly
a dozen men proved to be more than
the enemy could withstanl. The six
hour engagement resulted in a pos-
sible 15-20 enemy casuvalties with
Charlie Company being credited with
9 confirmed NVA KIA. The company
captured 10 automatic rifles, 2 pis-
tols, 1 RPG launcher and 7 TPG rds.
Important documents were taken from
one of the KIA's who was identified
as Chief of Staff for the 60th Tn.,
21st NVA Regiment.

HEREEREE8E0)

PROM OUR HERITAGE:

DEROS TIME

HEC

CPT Elpidio Q. Fahel 20 Sept
SPi Harold Moody 29
SP, TIsrail Hawkins ok
SFC Donald A, Stone 26
SP5 Nathan Payné 28
SP5 Rolriguez J. Perez 28
SP} Michael I, Keith 28
SGT Donald G, Leis 29
PV2 Howard L. Washington 30
Go A i i
SGT Donald M, Cameron 23
SPL David Johnson 23
SP Thomas M, Nurkiewicz 26
SP; Danny L. Keélley 27
SPL Santiago H, Jusino 28
Go, B ;

SP, Anthony S, Moreno 20
SPl;, George Conloleon 20
SGT Edward J. Taylor 20
SGT David Moreno 20
SPl; Gregory Gawthorp 22
PFC Linwood R, Newbold 22
SPL Robert T, Dlazer 27
SPL, Kenneth H., Riley 29
SGT David E, Whaley 29
Co C :
PFC_ Ronald Otterness 2l
SGT Steven Daumeier 28
CoD

SPl; Earl Leigey 20
SGT Jack Pemble 22
SP} Phillip Hale 30
Co E

SGT James M, Thomas 20
SPly, Thomas G, Coyne 23
SGT John A, Copeland 27

Editor's Note of Gratitude

Many thanks t6 SGT Roger 0. Hen-
schen (Pana, T11,) who -désigded
the masthead's crossed-rifles an”
to 8P4 Michael L. Keith (Junction
City, Kansas) who has been of 83~
sistance in the publication an” dis-
tribution of this paper.

MFMDERS OF THE 3RED BN TO BE KNOWN AS THR TRGTOMWATRRES

T0 REAFFIM THE 38D DATTALION'S WELL DWSTWRVED PLACE TN THE NTSTTNe
GUISHED HISTORY OF THE 18T INFANTRY AND PROVIDE THE "ALWAVS ™ FIRSTH
TEAM WITH A MORE TANGIDLE SYMBOL OF THEIR CONTINUING ROLT TV A DISw
TINCTIVE AND DURADLE ORGANIZATION, THE MRMPERS OF THIS I'NIT WTILL RRE

IDENTIFIED HEREAFTER AS THE LEGIONNAIRES,

NRFORE ITS TNALUSTON T

THE NEWLY ORGANIZED 18T INFANTRY REGIMENT AFTTR THE AR OF 1812, T™™®

BATTALION H/D DEWN PART OF THE STCOND SUB-LRGION,
ACKNOWLEDGED DY THE RED UPPER PART OF OUR PRESENT INIT SHTWLDj

THIS SRWIME 1S
THTS

WAS THE COLOR OF THE OLD 2ND SUB-LEGION...
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NEW PERSONNTL

HHC
PFC

PFC
PFC
PFC
PV2
PV2

PV2

Co A

SGT

SGT
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PV2
PFC

Co B
SSG
SGT
SGT

SGT

SGT
PFC

PFC
PFC

Co C
ILT

SSG
S5G
SPL

FFC

PV2
PV2
PV2

PV2
PV2

Co D
1sG
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

Patrick A Buckley (Rockville,
“Conn, )
Lawrence Scofield (Napa, Ca.)
Daniel Wojszynski (Beloit,Wis)
Jerroid M Zanzie (St.Louis,Mo)
Jose M Domondou (San Jose, Ca)
Michael J Dufek (Green Bay,
Wis., )
William Taylor (Wetumpka,Ala)

Nuuelua S, Puu (/American
Samoa)
Andres Vega-Delgalo (Caguas,
TPCR )

Abert I, Burks (Hampton, Va.)
Joe A Aaron (Cleveland,Texas)
Gary Barnes (Asheville, W.C.)
Jack E., Dowles (Camlen, Mich)
Danny Foreman (Chesapeake,Va)
Otis J.King (Ladson, S.C.)
Samuel King (Winfield, Tenn)
Lancelot McMoore (Phila.,Pa.)
John II Robinson (Chicago,T11)

Lenwood Mangham (Cayce, S.C.)
Gary L DTlake (Gastonia, N.C.)
Don W Chipp (Rock Springs,
Wyo. )
Moises Roel (San Antonio,
Texas )
Paul E Williams (Oakland,Ca)

Co D cont s g
FFC John A Klocke (Crewe, Va,)”
PFC Russell E Luke (Montpelier,nhin)

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC

PV2
PV2
pPVe

Co B
LT

William A Neu (Overland, Mo.)
Jay G. Osburn (Wayne; W,V4,)
Calvin Riley (Goulds, Fla,)
Lonnie D Seipioni (Hibbing, Minn)
Samyel F Smith (Mexico, W,V,)
Lawrence R Turner (Matés cilty,Mo)
David A Welch (Clinton, G6nn.)
Ronnie I, Williams (Deleon,Texas)
Douglas Zollinger (Vew Waven,'
Tdd. )
Robert A Schwartz (Paterson,N.J.)
Lawrence Stearns (Mnls., Minn.)
Johnny F Tivis (Rosamon, Ca.)

Tinsley W. Rucker (White Plans,
’ v,v.)

SGT Mark D Rlair (Lavina, Montana)

COMM/ND AGR/MS

Write League of Women Voters

The League of Women Voters

will

provide nonpartisan voter informa-

tion

on“state and 1loc2l electinons,

However,it will honor -nly requests

from

dress
Washington, D.C. 20136,
include your
Jence and

individuals. The League's adz
1730 M —Street W.W.,
Ne sure to
place nf 1legal resi-
current mailing aldress

iss:-

Herman H Adams (¥t Leonard,Wood when writing the League.

Mo.)

Thomas Chew (Hernondo, Miss.,)
Wathaniel Crowder (Dallas,
Texas)

Samuel E Grashio (Spokane,
Wash)
Ronald & Fields (Anderson,S.G,
Charles Taylor (Dalt., Md.)
Clyde L Fields (Early Branch,

Selaihis

Edlie M Allen (Dennettsville,
‘S ela,
Scott W Curtis (Kendall, N.Y.)
Michael A Payne (Omaha, Neb.)
Dwight E Rollinson (Centralia,
ni,)
Eli Ryler (Cleveland, Ohio)
Steve W Young (Erie, Pa.)

Flfego Gomez (Colo. Springs)
John.S Darber (Milwaukee)”
James K. Beasley (AMugusta,Ga)
Jernard 3 Davis (Orlanilo,Fla)
nrent A, Hatten (Thousani Oak3
Ca-

P )

“Responsibility Geqins \ f

ukowuen qou. find &.."

.

"They first came for the Communists
and T didn't spedk vun becavse T
wasn't a Communist. Then they came
for the Jews, and T didn't speak up
because I wasn't a Jew, Thén they
came for the trale unionists, and T
didn't speak up because I wasn't a
trade unionist. Then they came for
the Cathnlics, an? I didn't “sneak
up because I was'a Protestant, Then
they cme for - me--and by that time
no one was left to speak up."
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