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Friday October 23, 1970

BATTALION NEWS

ON THE FIRING LINE

Action in the 3d Bn, 1st Inf A0 for
the period 1,-20 October:

Working north of FSB L-11, the
Legionnaires of Alpha Company en-
gaged and killed 2 VC they had ob-
served in a sampan moving across
the river to the south,

Earlier in the day, the company
had purchased under the VIP program
the following ordnance from Viet-
namese children in the area: 5/105
rds,, 8/155 rds,, 4 Chicom grenades
1 Chicom claymore, 10 grenade rds,,
16 cluster bombs, 1 pressure re-
lease anti-tank mine, 1/82 mm rd,,
1/60 mm rd,
machine gun,

Typhoon Joan which threatened to
hit the southern part of the First
Military Region during the weskend
forced the temporary grounding of
all birds in the area, The stom
got no closer to land than 100
miles, however, as winds in Chu Lail
ranged from 35-45 k1lm/hr.

THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE

While on patrol south of FSD
=11, Recon platoon continued to
demonstrate its lethal effective-
ness as the unit accounted for 1 VC
KIA, another WIA and 2 more CIA
with 1 AK-47, a full magazine and 2
Chicoms CIA.

and 1 inoperable sub- -

Sergeants Patrick A, Pickett

- (Glandale, Ore,) and ¥ilton Rooty

(Zachury, 1a.) were on pnint when
the squad came upon two 70, nThe
enemy personnel were apnarently
taken comnletely by surprise since
the one had his weavon across his
shoulders," commented SAT Alfred €,
Nohling (Ames, Towa), the battalion
RTO, "After bnth SATts Pickett and
Rooty had opened flre, the two "D
dropped out of sieht in the tall
grass,”

Several men were directed “to
pwing around tn the left and sever-
al tn the right while the rem=inder
of the sauad swent through the ini-
tial contact area, The twa 0 had
fallen & short distance from’where
they had first been engaped, the
~me ¥TA and the nther WTA with an
AK-=);7 nearby,

Maneuvering on the left’flank
PRC David C, Rrideger  (Tvons, “.V;§
collared a VG whn wes about 'to dis-
appear into a snider’ hnle, As a
precoutionary measure, PFC Rridger
demanded that® thnse 1in the hols
also surrender, His hunch proved
correct as another 77 seramhled mub
into the open,

After the enemy casnalty had
been evacusted o=nd SAT Picketils
squad joined hv the remainder oF
the platnon, the canturéd versonnel

cont, on page 2



‘page 2

Vol IIT No 24

Fridav October 73, 1070

Element of Surprise cont,

were directed to walk at the front
of the element. The prisoners re-
fused to move in any direction ex-
cept that from which the platoon
-had just come, In this manner, the
platoon had avoided walking into an
area which was later discovered to
be heavily booby-trapped,

The following day, the platoon
continued to check out the numerous
tunnels in the vicinity, Their
tunnel rat, PFC Richard Garga (Plo-
ver, Wis,) discovered that many of
the spider holes had small dugouts
concealed in the back. A thorough
search uncovered 1 AK-}7, documents
canned food, 650 1lbs, of rice and a
homemade gas mask,

A ROUND TN THE PACK TS WORTH A SACK
ON THE BACK

Working in the mountains west of
Nghia Hanh the 2nd and 3rd platoons
of Charlie Company were engaged by
an unknown size enemy force, "Doth
elements had stopped while a report
of our progress was radioed to the
CO," recalled 1LT Samuel E, Grashio
(Spokane, Wash,). "Just as we were
preparing to move out we were hit
by a barrage of small arms fire
from our front,"

At first ecnemy rounds seemed to
strike everywhere at once but af-
ter the initial burst they scemed
to zero in on those individuals
who had not yet gained cover, 1LT
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Grashio's bnot™ was cre2sed by a
bullet which jmst grazed the ankle,
Tt was a similarly close encounter
for three other wen who wvrobably
owe their 1lives to the fact that
they were wearing their rucksacks,

Shortly after contact with the
enemy had been broken, ST Glen A,
Wittenborn (Campbell Wwill, T11.,)
had his attention ™ called to a hole
in his- rucksack, TTpon checking
further, he traced the nath of an
AK-Y7 round which had torn through
a smoke grenade and a tube of
toothpaste before finally lodeging
well inside the vpack™ between a
pair of field slinvers.,

When P®C George W, Terrv
phis, Tenn,) checked his rucksack,
he made an even mrre ‘'merve shat-
tering" discovery, An A¥-)17 round
had not only pierced his wuck but
had cressed a hand grenade inside,
PFC RBerry's reaction was one of
disbelief wupon findineg the bullet
wedged next to the frag, The 2nd
platoont's ¥it Carsen Scout calmly
remarked, "No sweat," after he ho-
ticed that his® rucksack had &top-
ped two rounds,

(Mem=

The following have heen recrmmended
for promotion during the month of
Octobers:

To be SSG
Co B Gordon L., Rutherford

- cont on page 3
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Recommended Promotions cont

To be SGT

HHC = Ronnie Sobbe
Lawrence Zywoil

Co A Larry W. Bell
William E, Savoie
Ronnie D, Acklen
Amedeo Dennici

Co B Thomas E, Lane

Co C Randy C. Anderson
Robert S. Goertz
Luis A, Jimenez
Maceo Rowell

Co D Clifford 1. Beight
Leother Dupas
Guy R. Gragg
James A, Ivester
Bobby R. Thompson

Co E Billy J. Creed
Michael McCullough

To be SP5

HHC Donald Guillory
Raymond Shultz

Co A William C. McNamara

To be SPL

HAC Roy Almony
Armold Bowling
Robert Lirown
Angel Esquilin
Larry King
Howard Harding
Jose Rodriquez
Ventie Smith
Robert Snyder
James Sollars
David L. Stephens

Co A Ray E, Dowman
Robert L. Campbell
Guadalupe Gonzales
John W, Howard
Gary W. McCurry
Robert A, Pluim
Douglas L. Roberts
John H. Stokes
Donald W, Turner
Rodney 5. Watkins

Co B Johnnie B. Dentley
Remijio Briseno
Joseph D, Jines

Co R

Co D
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Gary I.. ¥orpen

Dan Tuttrell -
Christopher A, Dnwer
Johmmy R, Price
Richard A, ™chhnltz
Pierre N, Carmentier
Michael Nahlheimer
Gregory D, Miller
Ralph R, ¥nlm
Kenneth %, Hargrn~ve
Farnest G, Riley
Ronald 0, Pederson
Leroy farter
Raymond A, Hood
Steve R, Hust
Michael Jacobs
Vancil I,., Jones
Thomas T.ewkowicz
Scott Shumaker
Robert A, Thomassnon
Teonard A, Watson
Barry I.. ‘nderson
Charles W, Little
Carl B, Macer

Tewis T. Waites
Travis B, Weatherly
Timothy W, Wentz

NTW PERSONMTL

HHC
s
SPlh
PO
PR

Go A
2L T,

PFC
PFC

Co B
JLT
1LT
SPh
PRC
PFC
'D'F‘C
Co C
ILT

Tdward 'H LeNlanc (Mew Arle4ns )
Paul D, Tevegue (Marmugtte,Mich)
James F Hapson (Nreans,’Tdahn)
Raymond Prince (W Pasn,Texas)

P

George F Dean (Jamaica, ¥,V,)
Dale M Flder (Middletown,Tnd)
Paul M Freeman (Newellton,La)

> -

Rollie Dickinson (Marmaduke,frk)
Thomas I Wheeler (Montgomery, \1a)
Irven T Sninks (TLavton, Ttah)
Nathaniel Noyd (Raltimnare;vd,)
fdward I, Conper (T1k rfity,0k1a)
Titus L %pps (Ft. “nrth, .Texas)

B

Terrance Nnland (Keokulk,*Trwa)

PR James A "eard (MacMlenny,Fla)

HAPPINF?S IS A DRY PAIR NF SNMKS

To be cont next week



Mail the "Legionnaires' Ledger home
(Fold along dotted lines)

Zip

Street
State

City

Number

'P‘g_-_:" i
S, &

AND SATECUARD ALL
SLASSIFED
MATERIAL [f

n

G0 000 000000 0000000000 00000000 BRRICEPIB0CINLGCSIIONOCEOPCPSIVDPOOPOPRPOOOISREOSEVTSFDD

3d Bn, lst Inf
11th Inf Bde
APO SF 96217

060000000000 CREROCIOCOPRRQCECROOCROIONROGROTCTD

.......0.‘.......‘......l..l.l'.'.l...‘.'...'

L

"Hey, Sargek..Cuess what T flushed out of that cavenn
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