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D A T T -A L I . 0 N N E W S 

ON THE FIRING 1nm 

Action in the 3d Bn, 1st Inf AO for 
the period 14-20 -October: 

Working north of FSD ·L.-11, the 
Legionnaires of Alpha · Company en­
gaged and killed 2 VC they had ob­
served in a sampan moving across 
the river to the south. 

Earlier in the day, the company 
had purchas0d under the VIl' program 
the following ordnance from Viet­
namese children in the area: 5/105 
rds., 8/155 rds,, L. Chicom grenades 
1 Chicom claymore, 10 grenade rd.so, 
16 cluster bombs, 1 pressure re~ 
lease anti-tank mine, 1/82 mm rd., 
1/60 mm rd. and 1 inoperable sub­
machine gun. 

Typhoon Joan which threatened to 
hit the southern part of the First 
Military Region during the we~kend 
forced the temporary grounding of 
all birds in the area. The stonn 
got no closer to land than 100 
miles , however, as winds in Chu Lai 
ranged from 35-45 klm/hr. 

THE ELENENT OF SURPRISE 

While on patrol south of FS D 
4-11, Recon platoon continued to 
demons trate its lethal effective­
ness as the unit account ed for 1 VC 
KIA, another 1v'TA A.nri 2 more CIA. 
w-.i.. th 1 AK-L~?, a full magazine and 2 
Chicoms CIA. 

Sergeants · Patrick 4. Pickett 
(GlendalE'.), Ore.) and -Vil tnn ~00-Ev 
(7,achury.11 Lao) were nn p0i.nt wheri 
the- squad came unnn two Trr. . 11 'I'he 
enemy personnel W8re annarentlv 
taken camnletely by- surprise · since 
the one had his weaunn across· · his. 
shoulders, 11 cl')mmented sr.'T' Alfred ·r:~· 
nohling· (Ames, towa), the battalion 
ltTO . 11 After b0th S(}'l'ts Pickett :i.nd 
nooty had opened fire , the urn 'IT{; 

dropped 01lt nf sif!'ht tn the t;ill 
grass. 11 

Several men werP- nirected -t0 
ewing around t0 thP, lP.~t ~nd sever~ 
al t o the- right whi.le f,he r e'Tl.~5-nder 
of the smiad swent thrnu gh the ini­
tial contact area. 'T"\1e tw0 ur, h ,q:r'f 
fallen a shnrt· dist~~c 0 frnm~-whP.rci 
they h;id first been . i=:ne-::ip-ed , the 
0ne KIA, ~n~ the 0ther 1.rp wi.th an 
AK -Ii 7 ne~rby. 

Maneuv0 ring rm the 1eft'flRnk 
PH'C Da·vid Cn nridi;er · (T,v0ns, t-J. v: ~ 
.co11ared a VC wh0 W"S abnut · to dis­
nnpear into a snider' hnlel) As ·n 
precryutionary measure, P~~ ~ridger 
demanded that· those in the hnl8 
also surrender. His hunch nroved 
correct as annther u~ ~cr,,mhled nut 
into the open . 

enemy c:is,,.<lltv h~.d 
be·en ev.<l_c,,,~ted ~nn sr;:r n·trkPtt ! s 
squad .i oinod. '\;v thP. ·trm'4°Ll:i er 0f 
the platnnn, ti,e cri.nrnred ,"'ersnnncl 

After the 

cnnt. on -p~ge 2 
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Element of Surprise cont. 

were directed to walk at the front 
of the element. The prisoners re­
fused to move in any direction ex­
cept that from which the platoon 

-had just come. In this manner, the 
platoon had avoided walking into an 
area which was later discovered to 
be heavily booby-trapped. 

The following day, the platoon 
continued to check out the numerous 
tunnels in the vicinity. Their 
tunnel rat, PFC Richard Gar~a (Plo­
ver, Wis.) discov·ered that many of 
the spider holes had small dugouts 
concealed in the back. · A thorough 
search uncovered 1 AK-47, documents, 
canned food, 50 lbs. of rice and a 
homemade gas mask. 

A ROUND TN THE PACK T:S WORTH A .SACK 
ON THE DACK 

Working in the mountains west of 
Nghia Hanh the 2nd and 3rd platoons 
of Charlie Company were engaged by 
an unknown size enemy force. 11noth 
elements had stopped while a report 
of our progress was radioed to the 
CO, 11 recalled lLT Samuel E. Grashio 
(Spokane, wash.). "Just as we were 
preparing to move out we were hit 
by a barrage of small arms fire 
from our front." 

At first enemy rounds seemed to 
striko ever;wher e at once but af­
ter the initial burst they seemed 
to zero in on those individuals 
who had not yet gained cover. lLT 

·pae:e 2 
Friday October ?1, 19'm 

Grashio 1s bnnt- W~S cre~s ed by ·a 
bullet which .hist gr~.zed the a.nkle~· 
It was a similPrly cl0se enc·nunter 
for three other men whn nrobabry 
owe their lives to the fa~t-tfiat 
they were wearing their ruck-sacks. 

Shortly after contact with the 
enemy had been broken, SG'i:'' Glen A.. 
Wi ttenbom ( Campbell Hill, Tl 1. Y 
had his attention · called to a hole 
in his - rucksack. TTp0n checking 
further, he trace0 the n~th of an 
AK-47 round which hqd tom throug..h 
a smoke grenade anrl a tube of 
toothpaste before finctlly lodging 
well inside the pack· betwAen a 
pair of field slinuers. 

When P4'C George W. '1Prrv (Mem ::. 
phis, Tenn.) check-ed his ru.c"ksack~­
he made an even m,;re "nP.rve shat­
tering" discoverv ~ An 4Y -l-1-7 r ound 
had not only pi.erced his !"ljck but 
had cre3sed a hand grennde inside. 
PFC Berry's re~ction w~s nne nf 
disbelief upon finding the bi.ilJ et 
wedged next t o the frag. 'T1he ~rid 
plat0onrs Fit r,arson Scout calmly 
remarked, 11No sweat," after he -no:.: 
ticed that his· ruc~s~ck had · e'b9p­
ped two rounds. 

The foll owing h~ve he 0 n recnmmetided 
for promotion during the mrmth nf 
October: 

To be SSG 
Co D Gordon L. ~therford 

cont on uage·1 
6'l Sho~i'ng Days until Christmas ••• 
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LTC CLIFFORD Jo LANDRY, COVlMANDITIJG 
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Recommended Promotions cont 

To be SGT 
HHC · Ronnie Sobbe 

Lawrence Zywoil 
Co A Larry W. Dell 

William E. Savoie 
Ronnie D. Acklen 
Junedeo Dennici 

Co D Thomas E. Lane 
Co C Randy C. ,.'\nderson 

Roberts. Goertz 
Luis A. Jimenez 
Macco Rowell 

Co D Clifford L. Deight 
Leather Dupas 
Guy R. Gragg 
James A. Ivester 
~obby R. Thompson 

Co E Dilly J. Creed 
Michael McCullough 

To be 
HHC 

Co A 

To be 
HHC 

Co A 

Co D 

SP5 
Donald Guillory 
Raymond Shultz 
William C. McNamar~ 

SP4 
Roy J\lmony 
Arnold Dowling 
Robert Brown 
Angel Esquilin 
Larry King 
Howard Harding 
Jose Rodriquez 
Ven tie Smith 
Robert Snyder 
J runes Sollars 
David L ~ S tcphens 
Rny E. Bowman 
Robert L. Crunpbell 
Guadalupe Gonzales 
John W. Howard 
Gary W. McCurry 
Robert /\.. Pluim 
Douglas L. Roberts 
John H. stokes 
Donald w. Turner 
nodnoy n. Watkins 
Johnnie D. Dontlcy 
Rcmijio Drisono 
JoGoph D. Jinos 

Friday Oct0ber 23, 1970 

Co n Gary T, . Y0nnen 
Dan Lut+,rell · 
Christopher t\ . P0wer 
Johnny 'R.. · Price 

Co C °'tichard A. i'.1J chh 0l tz 
Pi erre ri. r:~.rnentter 
Michael Dahlheimer 
Gregnry ·D. Miller 
Ralph B.. P'nlm 
Kenneth~. µ,argr0ve 
~arnest G. ~iley 
Ronald n. Penerson 

Co D Leroy ~~rte r 
Raymond A. Hood 
Steve R. T-Tust 
Michael Jacobs 
Vancil L . Jones 
Thomas Lewknwicz 
Scott Shumaker 
Robert A •. Th'1!TJRSs0n 
I,eonnrd · I\. . 1.-Jatson 

Co E Darry L. ~nderson 
Che.rles w. Li.ttl e 
Carl E. ·Mace r 
Lewis T. ·waites 
Travis E. ·weA.therlv 
Timothy w. Wentz 

NEW F1;;1?,SO"t-J1'rr:1 

HHC 
lLT -Sdward .ll Le"'il !:!.nc (HevJ' !"\rle~ns 1 
SP4 Paul D. Levegue (M~r,·ni-iate ~1'{icr \ 
P~C James li' B0nson (nrean~,'Toaho' 
p-i;,c Raymond nrince ('81 Pns0, Texas' 

Cn A 
2LT Genrge F De8n (Jamnica,m.v.) 
PFC Dnle M Elder (Middletmm,Ind) 
PFC Paul M Freeman (Newel 1.ton,La) 

Co D 
lLT 
lLT 
SP4 
pl<'(: 

PF'C 
Pl<'(: 

ii - • 

Rollie Dickinson (Ma1.rma~uke ; rT) 
Thomas L Wheeler (MontS!;nmerv, rt ) 
Irven T Sninks (Lnytrm, ntah) 
Nathaniel nnyd (na1 ttm/"\re;Md.) 
'Rd.ward I , C00per (lTI.k r.i t:,r flk '1. 

Titus L r,;pp.s (li't. r,r,"rth _T xns 

Co C ; 
!LT Terrance T1 0lt1ncl ('f(co 1.1lr -' T w \ 
Ffi'r: . Jnmes l\ "'eard (M~cr.lcnny, li'l ,ci· \ 

Tn be nnt n t w~ r 
H A'PPINESS TS I\ DllY Pi\I'1 ri-i;- .c;nr.1, . , ••• 



M:3.il the "Legionnaires I Ledger home 
(Fold along dotted lines) 
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''Hey, Sargotr a ,. Guess what I flushed · out of that cavet\ 11 
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