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BATTALION NEWS 

ON 'IHE FIRING LINE 

Action ~n the 3d Bn, 1st Inf AO for 
the period 6-16 December: 

Two months earlier i-Jt,.ile working 
southwest of FSB 4-ll, .Upba Com­
pany had discovered a cave complex 
containing weapons and rice. Re­
turning to search the same area, 
the company found that the spl1 t 
level caverns had not been entirely 
abandoned by the enemy . 

Uncovering a few more subterra­
nean vaults, the spelunking Lelsion­
naires captured 7 SKS · rifies, 3 
AK-44's, 2 M-1 carbines, a Browfdng 
Autanatic rifle, 90 rounds of ammu­
nition, 6 hand grenades and over 
500 lbs. of rice. The com pan" also 
found 2 VC KIA, a hand frag b'.JOb)r 
trapped with a wire, a boobv trap­
ped pressure device loaded with 10 
lbs. of petnum and a 500 lb. bcmb 
which was later destro:red b,• an EOD 
team. 

Patrolling west of the Da Son 
Valley , Bravo Company found a bun­
ker with overhead cover, a booby 
trapped 60 mm mortar round, 20 lbs. 
of polished rice and various medi­
cal. supplies. 

The 2nd platoon of Delta Companv 
began working with a l'le~onal 
Forces Comp;:i.ny to establish an m' 
outpc.tSt west of Nghia J-!anh. Ele­
ments of the Jrd Battalion will 
continue to lend support to the de­
veloµnent of such defensive posi-
tions. 

Medical Pers onnel on th P, "M"ovf'l 

.On 11 Decemhe r, the bll.ttalton 
surgeon ~PT Micrll.el ·u. T)•mq wt th 
th e assistance of cli.ntcfil special­
ist sp6 ~rthur Ti'~xworth (r.tn foqtori 
t-T. C.), medical · aiclmen . ~?~ ,Toseph 
'Raron ( Cha.nnler, ~.riz.) a.fin wr, 
Mark Mackie (Plitl;:inelp~t~, va.) 
treated 2~ cliilrlren ii.t th e . 1':<lt7>olic 
ornhana ge in '1.li:tnit •r~,rf.. '1'1-,,,t a~.;. 
t ernoon ~ th~ 'te~m ·t.,.e ate-1 o'Vl'!r MO 
people at 't'u "-T"'lii.q~' ·· • - -

'nlree dt1, '8 l nt<>r, C'P'l' 'Oin,i:,· 'ltT 
Umd Ti'.,ekberg (S<ln ~!\ntonio; _'l'eta.s~ 
SSO Nelson ~oic,ourt '-(T:n_di:tn-'!POlfa, 
Ind.=) and sP4 'Kyle --~al<er (ltt.chmorid" >-,. 
Va.) treated . over ~c; rlllae:ers ~-t 
'Lu M).• • . - . . , ·._ --:· - , 

On 16 · T)e cem,,er, - Sl'6 "foX'tcorth ;,­
SP~ ~aron;· PFc ·-~&..r~rd '-'~rdinl!'. ("M"t. 
Vernon, T(•r. ). a.n1' 'f'li'C · r,.ar-,r Yucken.;. 
brod (Johnstown, P-'1.) treated ~O 
women and children at the r,atholie 
orphfiM.ge in T'li.lc Pho. 

Dur ing the final Ml<;T1C 1P ~Or the 
Peel<, CPT T)ang, · lLT ll:clrbPrg, c:;c:;o 
'Aotcourt and SP4 'qavP.r tre:>ted 91 
inhabitants of a ville loca.ted west 
of ~ang Ngai. The t e "'TII ts trea.t;;. 
ment of ailin~ villaqers W'l.s a uos­
i tive follow up to a cordon and 
se-'lrch operation which ha.n be1m 
conducted earlier hv Hnhll. r.omni=in~~ 
working in con~1,nction' wi.th a pl a~ 
toon of Popular ~orces. 

It was an unusual f'orc P. constst._. 
ing of three fol."ffl P.f '1r, m•rs f'.'!~1 a 
district recon ~la~oon f'rom ''"~n~ 
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, Viet/US Raid Enemy Base Camp cont, 

. Ngai and a rifle squad . fr0!1 ·Alpha 
Comp;:i.ny which, under cover _of dark­

, ness, pushed into tne mou~tains 
,. south of FSB 4-11 in order to 

launch the ini tiPJ. raid of a.n enemy . ' , base.r camp. 
" ,•'\ ,,. . 

,~ . 
t·. ·· "led by three Hoi Chanhs, we had 

moved about l½ miles into the val­
ley before finding a suitable am­
bush site which would also serve as 
a ~allying point for the raid_.n re­
called the squad leader SGT Chester 
Roney (Flint, Mich.). 11 A~ this 
poin~, the VictnMmese platoon lead­
er divided .his unit - into t wo~ man 
teams. Tt.hile he and one RTO re­
mained with my squad, the two teams 
along with the three nurses contin­
ued working their ·way toward the 
base camp. 11 

Reaching their obj ective just 
'oefore . daybreak , the two assault 
elGments hit the camp, killed at 
least three of the defenders and 
captured 3 automatic weapons and 2 
M-1 carbines before the enemy could 
r eact. After the initial . attack, 
however, the f'.ighting intensified 
as the t e ams found themselves being 
out maneuvered by a larger force of 
vc. 

"The platoon leader informed me 
that his people wer e in heavy con­
tact with over 30 personnel and 
were . in danger of being cut off, 11 

related SGT RoneJ'. "Since a he avy 
overcast prevented the use of gun­
ships~ I decided to call in artil­
lery and adjust the fire along the 
mountainside, hoping that such a 
diversion would allow his . men an 
opportunity to dis engage. 11 

Later that morning, after the 
two elements h ad made their way 
back, SGT Roney •s position was 
transformed from an ambush site 
into a command post. With t wo pla­
toons of Bravo Company nearby, the 

remainder of \lph a GC"A"llpar\,, -orcp;ired 
to sweep ihto the contact area • 

The 1st and 2nd p1atoons found '3 
~rr, l<IA a..nd 1 WT. I\ (see following 
story),· Tn addttion, ; they captured 
1 I\.T<-44,assorted ammo, ·4 h:md frat(S 
approxim;itely 1000 lbs. of ~9lished 
rice and othet food stuff, clothing 
for ~o peo-ple, l _ 3xs' '1:t1~1d.an nal:\', 
15-20 lbs of medical sui:m1.i.es, !lnd 
various documents. 

'n-TE VC ~ 4'1' G()T r, -~'1tl'fli:Tl •~WAV 

While t he 1st nl~toon of ~lpn ~ 
Gomp;:i.hv was s t.r"'ening a..n l!lr.~a. of r e .:. 
cent eontact, ~r,'T' ~obhi. e T,P.wls 
(vasoo r,i ty, M'ls~.) spot.t P, rl · g_ trG 
hiding in a c ~ve. · T,i. tt1 P <'lic'I .c;r,.'T' 
Lewis or hi.s s,,uM leader C::G'.1' 
Andres Ve ga ( r,a~as, P, 'R..) realize 
t hat they would h::ive t hat enemy 
soldier on t heir hac~s for much 
of the afternoon. 

SGT '\Tega said th::i.t he attempted 
to talk- the VG into ~mr renrlertn~ 
since,. ·'a -prisoner mi ght be ahle ·.to 
brovide valuable i.ntel1ieenc e . 
When i. t a~~~ared th ::it he• wi.s ei thet 
unwilling or una})le to cane out, 
Vega a.nd Lewis went in to get him. 

11 ~.s I approached him, T. could: 
see · th at he was l ,rtng w11mrled. on a 
bed. iweh so t ·wasn it go'lng to 
t ake an;.r chances. 1•1hen he rolled 
off' the bed :>nd:reacher! for ·sOflle ­
thing underne ath, ,: gr:>hhP.d hi aj e.nn 
-pulled him bacl< , T,rmlr'ln g under t he 
bed, I found 2 ~ i. com grenades . 11 

Since t re t err ain m.,,de 'lt i i11Pos: 
sible f or a heli.conter to l ~nd , t he 
pris oner ha~ to be c::irrt 0 n no~rn.:~~ 
mountainside to· a su i tah1e l ocPt1.on 
for evacu ation . vegP. -'ln" T.e,:ifs' 
cnr.ri.Fid the enemv . c::is'll albr nearlv ~ 
mile · over rocks · anrl t J, r ough t h e( 
brush. F'inallv , the" r e~ched a 
place wher e they W"re abl e t o cu t a 

. LZ. 

"ALWAYS FIRST" LEGIOT\JTIJAIRES t LEDGi;:'R. TS P!TTlL TS~'l!:D ~.v TT'llTlS-q 'l'-1''R STT ~ 
'IHEVISION~OF 'IHE S-1, 3RD B-\TTfJ.ION, l~T TNF A"JTRY, 23,m -p,w ~~T'fflV 'Y[V(STn11r, 
~~ SF 96217 !S /IN AIJ'IW)RIZED Tnll()"'f'TCT IIL P!Tl3LICI\.TT0"J ( 'l'T<:T, , T)pr, µ.rn 'P!T\T-:-

VIEWS 1\ND OPINIONS E'CT'ltESS'li71 '\ltS \J()T 't\TRCF.SS ~'RTT,V 'f'U(\SW, (\t;' ~ 
CHER l). 'IHE ,n,y muTs pr1n1rr, f,TTO'tll T.S 'M~B<1G"Q',~ .,~m PS,;:<; µ ,\'R~-DEP,\R'Il-iENl' OF ,nu·, • ~,, . ,, ., . ' 
AL SUPPLIED BY 'IHE 11M ERTC ' N F()'RCFS PRESS 'PILE. 

LTC J(}IN B, LUKE, Ca-1M MIDPJG 
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CHAPLA.IlPS MESSAGE 

II As we again approach the Chris bnas 
Season our hearts are wanned with the 
message of peace, hope,love and saluation 
that came with the announcement of the 
birth of Christ. l'is never before our 
worJ.d is in great need of this message. 
As we see the strife, turmoil, chaos and 
war about us, truly our hope is in the 
Prince of Peace, .. Ma)r . ~ach of us experi-

. :~nee the . true spirit of Christmas this 
year, even as we serve our country here, 
in hopes that others may also know real 
peace in their land. 11 

Chaplain Horton 

CHRIS'IMAS IN VIETNAM 

When men begin receiving cards and pack_. · 
ages fran those who care'· whether they are 
loved ones or strangers; when thought_s 
fly b~ck over the years to manents ~f 
warmth and good cheer and the hea.tjt 
swells until it almost seems to burst--~-
itrs Christmas in Vietnam. • 

-Wlilen convoys begin rolling taw¥d auto 
Show in .oanang and in everyone 1s heatt 
there is n bit of Hope; when carols in­
stead of thunder are heard fran the bat-

- ' 
~ry-it's Christmas in Vietnam. 

When the mess hall appears to be a bit 
brighter and _stewards b~gin planning one 
meal weeks ahead of time; when the cooks 
put in overtime and the man in the field 
has a chance to eat his fill of hot J\.fs-­
i t rs Christmas in Vietnam. 

When you wonder whether there will ever 
really be understanding and good will be­
tween men and peace among ~ations; when 
you can look out into the night and feel 

that in spite of all there 
just might be· a better da,;,.:.::..:. · 
itts Christmas in Vietnlllll. _-; •• 

Hope that we all -· 
have a happier New Vear 

The Editor 

T'ne following men were aec: . 
orated by tbe Bt1gade eonm,tJI!der 
COL John L. Tnsani durini?; 
awards ceremonies held at the 
Retraining Area the past two 
weeks, 
HHC 
PFC Roland Phelps 
PFC Lawrence Scofield '<S 11 V11 

Co A m- Paul 1. _ J,e o 

·· co B 
~ Gary Koppen 

Co C 
sPli""" Richard ~chho1tz 
SPu F.,dward 7,;nihoni 
PFC Richard FI"lrer 
PFC Robert ~o~eno 

EM CLUB ON FSB 4-11 

\ CM 11V'1 

'1'1S "V" 

~CM lf1Tlt 

~/~f 11 v 11 

l\r,.K "V" 
:\r.M nvn 

I\ new a~nition has heen 
made to ,rµ OW!U'd J oh ns on ts 11 

~mich will be much ·annrcciatea 
by the men on FS'R l.l-11, '\s a 
result of the efforts of'lI,T 
Edward Lel3lanc ·(New nrleans,ta~ 
and ·sp~ Howard "Rartori · . (T:mipa~ 
Fla.) a bar WM constructed .in­
side the mess hru.1 ~nd is now 
authorized to se11 heer and 
soda, 
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