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The 59%th Infﬁntry
Platoon (Scout Dog) hes
grcatly benefitod L/3
opcrations sincc the pla=-
toon cmt to Duc Pho on
Junc 28, 1968, Thc ger-
man shepherd scout cogs
are trained din a ‘twclve
week course at Ft, Bene
ning, Georgiase = During
the coursc the ¢ogs lcarn
to develop their senses
of smell and hearing to

detect movement of
people, and mines and
booby trapse Because of

their detection ability,
the scout dog usually

w;\kaa point with his hand-

ideally with the
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The presencc of Army of the Republic of Victnam
(ARVN) units is becoming increasingly more evidcnt,
LZ Dragon is currcntly manned by both ARVN and US
units in a2 combined opcration. Other nearby fire-
bases dlong Highway Onec are planned for future takce
over by ARV forces, During the past wecek, thc CP
group for the ARVN unit working in the Buff AO moved
onto LZ Buff, thus providing further coordination be=
twecen US and ARVN operationse

The 2-6 and the L~6 ARVN units madc heavy con-
tact with an NVA company 2long the Song Tra Khuc
River, on March 28, Thc fire fight continued fram
3 pm until 7 pm, during which timc the ARVNs killed
37 WVA, 211 in full uniform. A later sweep of thc
arva revealed onc light anti-aircraft gun, onc 30
calibcr machine gun, onc AKL7, one B=LO rockct, 16
chi com grenades, ond o large shcaf of documentss
Two anti=-tank mincs wcrc 2lso found and destroyed in
placce

Bravo Company, swept

lcd by 1Lt Robert Phelps,

ler,
mﬁmmng towards thems an area near thc Song Tra Khuc River on March 29, and

‘dogs are cspecially
effect: on night ma-

atly recducecde

' dog handler can be
instancos, the dog handler rcceived
dog at Ft. Benning,
> dog scnscs due to the long rcla=
m:vmmty is to supp]y the

when human Vie

found an M72 LAW hidden
in a hecdgerow. Shortly.
afterwards, the company
sighted two 1NVA, and
killed both by artillerye
That night Charlic
Company's sccond platoon,
led by 2Lt John Harshe
field, sprang ‘their ome
bush on four VC, who were
walk:l.n along a stream
near the ambush sitce
The contact killed two of
- the VCe

(cont pg 2)

as valuable an assct as

and can casily
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AK 47

g ‘The Soviet AKL7 is a 7,62mm automatic or semi-
- automatic assoult rifle with 2 magazine capacity of

30 roundss The weapon wéighs 1046 1lbs, and has a |
© maximum cffcetive firing rangc: of LOO meters. The
AKW7 was the basic individ.al weapon of the Soviet

Army until the introduction of the 7.62mm LK . age
~ sault rifle around 1958, Copics of the AKL7 ore in

use in most commonist countries as well as by Vietnam-
cse NVA and VC forcesse

The MKL7 is a well made weapon, constructed’
' completo)y of machined components rather than
: gs, and foatures a chr:me-plated borce
can be equipped with a fixed wooden stock

"metal stocke A clc.am.ng roc 1is housed

rogram is being devised by the
s captured AK47s to add bettle
' ~ training program. When the
e’i’fect, _captured AKL7s -will be
centers in the UlSe The

_‘% kaetion and range of enany

L 3 i

. nelse

. platoon,

22b; for Army ‘"“erack and thump"

(Bn cont from pg 2)
for approximately three

days. The kill was creds
«dted to Echo Comprny!s
Le2"  mortar platoon,

Close by, the ARVNs found
an AK47 rifle with two
magazines,

Gunships patrolling
that dny found two female
VC suspects hiding, two
c mouflaged hootches, and
a green uniforme In a=-

_nother area, the gunships

observed and destroyed a
scries of bunkcrs and tun-
Again two hidden
female VC suspects were
found, along with -four
camouflaged hootches, and
another grecn uniform, A
secondary explosion re=
sulted after the gunships
fired near 2 hidden some
pane

Echo Company's recon
directed by 1Lt
‘Edgar Dieke, détained "two
‘young VC suspects with no
identifications A total
of four VC and six VC
suspects were apprchendcd

during the day's opcra=
tionse
On Thursday, April

3, Charlie Company Obe
served four VC, three of
whom were carrying LKL7se
The company cngaged thom,
killing one, and wounding
anothere The onc dead VO
had a leather NVA belt)
_threc chi com grcnades,
| fifty AKL7 rounds, vare

o dous . medical  supplics,

. and 2 blue uniform,

. The ARVNs made cone=
tact on April L, resulte
‘dng in twelve VC XIAse
They captured an M60 mae
chine gun, an M16 riflc,
and 2 BUO’ asgoélsefx t;}mehcr-
Less tl metors away,
gg@w iﬁﬁ‘s oy 1Lt
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two books listing sevcral
Yictnamese ocrsons  who
are supplicrs of ricc for
the VC. Besides - the
books, the company found
a VC ncwspaper dated
March 1, 1969,

Cherlie Company's
first platoon killcd 2 20
year old VC during action
on April L, On the VC'®
person were a militory
meal card, mecdical bane
dages, and a notcbook,
In their NDP thet night,

- an clement of Charlic
Company fired smoll arms
to the front of their
positions, wherc thcy had
heard movements  After a
- search the following more
ning, two VC KIAs were
- founds
HHEREEEHEEERRREHEEEREEER:

Ly

O D THE BAT TALION

On Monday, April 7, at 9 am, 1Lt Roger L. Fullen,
acting commander of Chaorlic Company was  prescnted
with a trophy by /merical Division Commander, Major
General Charles M, Gettyse The esward was given for
the largest amount of rcenlistments in Americal Divie
sion on thc company sizc lcvel during the month :of
March, Col. J 2ck L. Treadwell, 1lth Brigade Com=
mander, also received a trophy for the most reenliste
ments in /merical on the brigade level,

Amazing 1is an apt description of Charlie Come
peny!s ARVN 1nterpreter. A scant five foot five ine
ches tall, Thii Tie appears to be approx1matoly
twelve years old, Despite his size, however, Thii is
actually seventeen years olde Born in Honol in 1952,
Thai's family moved to Quang Ngai City in 195L, wherc
they have lived since that time, Of fsetting Th3its
sizey, are his readily apparent qualities of cagerncss
and fielcd knowlecgce

Spli Dean Edmundson of Delta Company, has rccent-
1y used his energy in a ncw direction. VWhile wait=
ing for laundry at the Catholic Orphanage in Duc Pho,
Dcan has been filling sondbags to help fortify the
orphanage which rcceived a number of rounds cduring
the last offensive,

The small oval~shaped light observation helicope

tcr (LOH) has been used uxtcnsively for visual rccone

naiss-nce in thc 11th Brigade area of opcrations To
combat the enemy sniper firc which it frcquently rce
ceives, thc LOH is now
being equipped with a
7.63mm minigun, The
minigon with ammunition
weighs about 240 poundss
An electric motor and six
" rotating barrcls moke it
capable of pouring out
- Co : 2,000 rounds per minutce
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