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The l~th J3attaliol'/., Jr.-,'. InfEmtry acquircL' .. ,a - n~w , At 10100 p .m. on tho 
co1,r ,iencling offi cer durine; ifie c!1angc of _Com.nai1d core- morning of Jc_ni.u:ry 8, :..1-
:ilOny :1old -Ja11. <-3, ,, 1970, at,,. LZ Bronco. .!'.fter ..six . pha Co:npf ny .mnde . cont:ict 
~1ontha of sarvi-<;:e as an ·Old Guard ,co:i'l!·.iander; Lieut- . lJith .:in ·ei:;ti cutcd t on Il'V..'.. 
enant Gol.onel Robert H. Fcrnundcz passed t he battal- s.oldiers while in an a.11-
ion' s colors to Lie~tencnt Col.on el St~nlcy V • bush sit e one and one-half 
Wielga, for-;ier Americal Dhri -sim G-1 "(. In turn, LTC,- miles north of LZ 1)on. 
Fernandez will tAlce over AS t he ne1t A:.,10rical Division · The 'second platoon was 
G-l. • . - '.: 1 • 1,·, ,c- r-.., in the-proces s. of est ab-

. Hajor Genera1 Lloyd ) n. ?..ar.iscy , Division ; Coni- ,lishing. an. ambush site in 
J1EJnoi11g .General, · PrAised rt he - ba:t.talion'::; 'leadersllip an open field 200 meters 
and ''c<?mplonontctl LTC Fe:rnandoz on his mnny successes from the pat rol ba se · tmen 
and· rmrords. · ·-LTO Fernandez wc1s awe.r ded tlle Silver ten 11!-VA .sudd.enly appeared. 
Star for Gallantry, the Air. Jedf l for Valor, arrl-_ the . Private · .first Class 
lirr.ry CollJmondation Hedal for Valor. . Monty D. Garner · (Hou,--na , 

1 In.'.:'..lis acceptance address, LTC Wiclea said, 11it La.) said, "we j us t start­
le q·.i.i te a challcnr,e • be:Lng the neuest ,,1e r,1ber of tqe ; ed · t o put out claymore 
Old Gunrd Md I have •illllOh· .the ·- ~ ~.ic feelings- . as all mines -when t he NVA appear­

' others-w!10n tlle.;ic. .first . j.oiii.. I have great respect ed, all of them carryi ng 
· for the 4-~•tl).e· olµe'at ,l"~f.rnent in the Ari;zy--and I . am. weapons • 11 The platoon was 

detorr,r notl to · live up -to · · . . . Ulla bl:e to co,,qJe t e ,t he in-
j.ts traditi ons." - : • 1 • :. ' . stallation of t he clay-

LTC Wiel.ga· • {~lilkes..: . mores h1;3cause · Qf the clioae prox:l.;ni ty, of t he enoozy- sol-
_diers. Private First Class Billy J •. Burrell (Evadale, 
Tex~s) H-60 machinegunner for t ;_1e sGcond platoon, 
open~i;l !ire, wounding one NVA~ LTunedi.ately the air 
was filled wi tll the- screa,rdng hw11 of le.:ld as tile sec-

. ond platoon pbured be&\lcoup rOW1ds f't t lw n ow fleeing 
NVA • .- But all to no ·avail, as the NVA had. reached the 

,from }food.line end disa,.1;ieared. Since the clixect fire s~ 
.'• poll't, weapons were now· ineffcot,ivo, arti llery f~om Z,Z 
· Bronco and Bls from the CC)llpan,y were usod to eng1;1ge 

'thtt ! l.eeing eneiey-• · , ·' 

,· CH1A~L'fE · KILLS. NVA . ..... . 
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BATTA LION SCM f\.4/\f;Y 
(Chang& ot Comm. cont, fr om ng .l c o~,l) 4 J anuary 
During this time ho spent s ix mont hs as - - The- LRT'?s obser.ved two ·vA in 
a t och r1ic ;:il lldvisor i n 1-follvw ood for f.l •' grr-en unifonns moving tow;ird an old ~T7A 
television series .on Wes t Point. . b asec.<imp . Their were carrVJ."1f7 ne i.tiier 

In Dc:,c, • . 1957, he att~ndr d t he In- "· .:1ac!<s or we aDons . 
fantry Offic.e r-1·.s .Advanc ed Course· at 
Fort Be nnin~, Georg,i.a'. In Augnst 1958; 6 J amBry 
he was assigned to R11I'C dut y' at Hofstra : ' - --·7it3:Sb a.m. , Ba To came under a . 
{!niversity, '!'.hen ·1~ JlD;y _1961', f:\e _;:it- , ,mC?:i;- tA r ·.end pr0npd ::ittack. The ~ir,h ting 
tended the Command Ge neri31 · Staff ' Col- · c.E:nte.red on. the. E"as·t sidi: of t he river. 
lege at Fort .. Leavenworth , Kansas.·· ;' .. T.b"e ·att -'l ck' was re -:n ls.ed, res11lting in 4 

LTC Wielga•s first t mrr in . Vietnam VO;/r,fVA killed and qne woo.nd.ed, 
began in July 1962, whe n ·he W{! S as-
signed es • an advisor to t he Civil Guard 8 J anu ary 
Battalion in Kien.; Phong ' and.' Kien( ·Hoa -- - °"lltl0: 00 a·. m. on · ·the morning of 
providences. ·, ,· :' ·· .. . ·,· I ' ·.. . : ' j a ~UqI"lf. -s ,. Al:Jh.:J Com :mv m-3de c·ont;ict 

Returnint< tp · Cf.£TUS-.' in 19cJ,, , "l b_~: witr.i 7n - ~.o;tim:i t ecl 1t'e·n ii.VA s olc.iers 
se:nred- for ~ne ·.an:d .one-balf years· -'with ,.: whila-- i n .:Jn amb11sh site · 0nf · .:me one -
toe 2nd Il'l!~n:try_-'. Ir:b,t~i:cin, Fort Be'nning·:· .h~lf · mJ.Ins ·nort·h of LZ · Don._· The second 
Oiforgia, t-i1iere' 8(i::wgs ' assistant G-2 and "' platoon W<;! S j u s t set tiop, ,_,.,.; t h,e. ambush. 
also ass~aA,t\. F{l :±:fl~·--; __ C~ief.:::of,~ta~r .•. > . ,°S:\,.tq,-. wh~n' . ten HY.A .. appea.re.d, . di sr1.pt i ng . 
fa May of 'th_at_ ·. ze.~r,_:~'tl~-- ?tt~r:cl_!?c; j :,tj_i:f·'~,:: :t .he 'ende:av?11• 'th:e_' se.c 9n~ : ryl ::itoon oJJen -., , ., 
Combat Development ;_ 'r\c~tn!f1;and -s:'chool "'" a.t , .'e~ 'np on t he NV'Ai w01i n~irig • one., , · · :-- ··-' }" 
Fort-:!3el1n:i:r.,. ViJ:;"g;1:1if3~ • _·. · · : . . . .',- /.' .· , ,· . . 1 

• 

'I·~ Augns:~- 19~8. ~ -q_e" ,v:~~untatfl Y , ·.,J 9: J_anu-a:ry : . 
came ·bae).( ,to Vietnam wbe•re lie -was .. :as- · .· · .,_··...., 
sir,ned 'to :G•l., A.~~rieal :'Dty,1'3'i'on,- ·. and ·.- . . . '

1

,-Ch:;i.r lie CO!l}pany . s pot£ed and kill.ad 
·serv'M in t ba.t . t 'an~c:i.tir •1· nti.T Jan_, :._ J·, "·' :one.'-1-IVA'.while on · a - como.:Jny move one . 
197Q, ~ll he to;k 'avf;r '.'comr11 1;1nd of i -: t he _: mile ·s outh of LZ D6_r_i~ SQP.ci.al ist .Four 
4-3 Old '°'1Rrcf. · ·. ,- 'Nie'i ~qtte r {t•Thite. Rive~ ;function, . Ver.- . . 

· LTC Yiel,ga grach.vi tec1 from Merry : mont) ·imd Si'.Jeci::ilis t Four ·Gl en . Lace , ," . 
Ma,tnta'i!t High !3chool in Wilkes-BJ1:r're:, · . (Dal lAs, Texas)- }:l_otJi on?·ned _-'1 :> . oo . ' an· . 
Pennsylvartil!I; _: He 11tteh<k d _ Hofstra NVA who was coming down .a · t~::.. il . snh 
lJnivei-s1ty1 rece iving l 1~s ··· Na'stet: of Potte r W.13B .credited w~th. the kill" that 
Arts- ~ree in _S.ocial .%ien~~- J •• netted Ch;irlie 'company · one · :AK.i-47 and 

. •. His 1-ti!e :md f _on.r . children ·· cur- one Chi-Com gren.:ide·. · . •., -
rent--l.v .reside. in Rawei.i.. . .. I • • • ' • ' 

, - . I : -OLD G'U,4RD . 
,."'(_C_he .... ~"'"·1-~--;C-. 01ll;;anv •;111~- one ':JV A C ~:;-i~-~1- . . 

~tram.pg. l,:col: .. ··2) ' ·· ·-' · .' LTC S.tanley v. \Helga ·· 

1 -Pour Ni':\l- Pot.t~r~ (~nit:e:• Riv;er· J n) nc'tion, 
1 
· CPT. Felix J. Siarlo J t. · 

~ nnt:) was walking [)Oint for the !:lf'c- · SPh Robert Daniels . 

co 
Sl 

, RF. Pf'JR'l9-R 
t6'n\t ~ whe :t ,i t cr?~S<'.2'. a _"l'IU( am . that . 

In -\9ff.'1ll.el to, -a tl':n.1, · Aftett cross-_ .... 
t etreatn ·8P4 ~oiter· 'eet uo secur­
~ t he,:-tr ail to -,rdv't.l:ie COY'Elr f()r 
~ ~ t):t\-e eleni:lnt ai:f · -it : -crossed . 

Im · :S,ec 'f:1Jtifit P'orr Gl.e ii Lacey 
1J a-it-) .-M d · ;t,st;· ·1r&41ehe,d · bis:. 

'P&frtiex,' lfJf;t'ta4 · M»ffA-cEllll:ing, 
4qq t.lfe :tz,ail~ 'Potter said.; "the NViA 
w · 1 to lµa left enc! · ri.r;ht- . bnt 

Thi s new!'fshe Ft t is p1'blishcd week l y. 
under the s ;1pervision of Sl, 4-3 Infan­
try,. Americai Division APO 9~217, as . an 
au thorized publl.cRtion. . Views ~nd 

-cpinions ~ressed hPrein do not neces-1 

sarilv re,,resl' nt · those .of the DePfJl".t-. 
me ·.1t <:4: the ArmY• AFF6, J\NF and 

·commsnd itrl'ormation materiRl usfld. 

d ,~ ae ,to ... 
,.,..,~ :imllie,· · -otned , . '·•,,, 



The range of weapons thc1t support 
the rifle-man in defense and in assault 
now far surpc1sses in variety and per­
formance even the most sanquine wishes 
of the World War II and Korean company 
or battalion COJll.i"lander, whose TOE main­
stays were the BAR (Browning automa tic 
rifle), light and heavy machine guns, 
mortars, the recoilless rifle and the 
antitank rocket. 

Partly under the spur of Vietnam 
requirements, developments in this 
field have been intense, increasing 
fire effectiveness and re ·'ucing size 
and weight to the point where the in­
di vi dual soldier or a crew of t wo can 
handle weapons of illl:nense pouer. 

One of the most importP,1t lines of 
develop.nent in infantry wePpons in re­
cent years has been the grenade l aunch­
er, giving the s,nall tactic 1 unit good 
Prea fire capability d dist.;mces too 
long for ru:.nd grenades and too short 
for mortars. 

The newest such t:"eapon is the hOmm 
XM20.3 grenade lam1cher attach.,ient, de­
signed for use with the r116Al rifle and 
scheduled for quahtity productjon in 
\b, last quarter of fiscol y6~r 1969. 
A sihgle-shot, slide-action device 

.,.-_,_,., ... T,..:ff:~ two pounds e,npty Eind 3 .6 
p~ loaded, the ~- IM20) · gives the 

JlS8f both point and are~ fire 
:l.lit7 :!,n a single weEipon. It is 

~eath the barrel of the 1'0.6, 
,:S,ght fitted to the rifl~•s 
~ ...Uowing range selection 

i:o meters in so-motor 
XM 203 hLl s been suo• 

:t..ed in · Vietnam, 
ce the pop,1.l.ar 

in units 
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(c ont. from bottom of adj . col.) 
standably; t hese necessc.r y arms begin 
to be r egar ded as just another part of 
one's field gear. Because of this, 
accidents occur occasion0l l y, especial ­
l y, when a company i s i n a semi -r elaxed 
state on a firebase or in t he Fi ght 
Defensive Position. Following c.re a 
f ew suggestions brought 1,0 mi nd by past 
incidents. 

Hand grenades, if kept a t a fox­
hole during the night, should be r e­
turned to one's ~ear in t he morning, 
simply to avoid an ex~losion ir case 
tho hole is used to burn trash. ~,1 the 
same vein, a clay,nore is potenti ally 
dangerous if left in front of a pos­
ition during the day bec::iuse other 
squads or platoons rnay waJJc dir ectly in 
front of it when lenvine the perimeter. 
A loaded weapon should not be t aken off 
snfe unless you ore r £-.<> dy to fire. A 
weapon with the sefety off will dis­
charge too ePsily. 

This note on safet y is ·1ot intend­
ed to instruct but r.c~t:1cr to act P S a 
reminder, in An ntternpt to prevent the 
careless behavior which cnn lead to 
tra6edy. 

VJ. OFFERS BE: :JI:F~ 

DURD!G ACTIVE DU:..... ,. ~.. 
1 

• .J 
Sorvice ,1cn on activr... duty ,n.:>y be . 

, clieible for cducr1tion,'?l nssist.'.lnco U:,? 
to $130 a ;·,1onth1 accort::;~1[, to the Vet­

, crans J.clr.1inistrntilm. 
Citing tho provisiono uf U.S. Title 

38, the VA srys scrvico.,10n who havo 
boon on active Jaty at least two years 
aro elie;ible for benefits. Th<.lse w:10 
had prior service may ostr.:,lish eligi• 
bill t y by proving tho , wore dischargod 
under condi tiona othor than ehon r­
able. HCMtV «." 881!'ft.~:tt11 ma'\ 

d 
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VUNG T/-4 1.J 

Vung Tau, r Vietnamese resort 40 
miles southeast of Saigon, is located 
on a peninsula whic ;1 extends i nto the 
South Chi na Sea . On weekends Vietna ­
mese, French merc '. ~nts, Chinese bank­
ers. embass y s ecr etaries, and youths 
c onver ge on Fung Tau f or relief from 
the hea t and hu·ni dit y of Saigon. 

Vung Tau fir s t attained renown as 
a resort fifty y ea r s ago when tbe 
French developed t he beach and called 
it Cape St. Jacques. Villas buil t by 
t he French are wedged i nto lrillside 
cliffs a,,d ar c appr oacl"!ec;l - h<J winding, -
picturesque r oads. 

The downt own area of" Vung Tau is 
lined int h a lmond t r e . s and adorned 
with pink benches. Open-air bar s fea ­
ture both Oriental and popula r A.ileri can 
music. The Bunny Club, Detroit, Lily ' s 
Airborne fill t he l!ay, and James Bond 
007, are a f ew of t :1e many colorful 
bars .9nd clubs. 

f.t the beach, swi;1rni ng , surfing, 
boating , and fishing are off ered . A 
s sction of t he beach i s r eserved f or 
US and ot her Free World Forces per son­
nel. ---------------- - -----., (v·• b r·t t f J 1 2 ) T!1e R&a Center for in-country R&R 

"· ene 1. s- con • ro:n Pis • , co.. . is a modern decor f acility , capable of 
eligibility could still be establi shed if t he dis- accommoda ting 260 enl i st-
charge nftor Janunry 31, 1955--11.:i. s f or a service con- ed personnel. The cent er 
nected disnbilit:•• has free bus service to 

AJ..l.owoncus are designer~ t o '.1ch J t:1c c1ctive duty the beach t trn miles away 
service-.-,1,,n meet the cost 0f tuiti ,~n~ fees, books and It also features a lib-
other cducrition costs, at lenst i n part. Payments r vry, recreation equip-
will bo co,.qJutcd .at the rate c.'f t he catnbli s'.1od ch.'.'.r- ment, movies, nnd other 
ges for tuition ond foes, or r-t t ho rate of $130 per entertainmeiat. 
month for a full t i::ie cmu·sc , 1Y~ic~1ev c.r is l ess. Food is carefully 

In-sc;rvicc e<iucritionru. bc:1.cfH s ::ire accurod at prepared ;: t the R&.R cen-
the rate cf one and "' half ,11011tha of elj_p;ioility for ter. The .~enu has three 
-each :nonth of active duty. Tho :·12.xi,mi.n period of en- selections for each meal. 
title .ent is 36 months, but the VI. seys thnt can be The Gr;,nd. Hotel, Cyrnos., 
atended to 46 under certain circ11mstruicos. and Rendezvous are three 

· There is virtually no li,·,d.t on progr~;n solection loc<'lly approved restaur-
U?lc,er the new law, accordi.'lg to tho V!... The service- ants with r;ood food. The 

1, go,.l "may be ptl?'ely educationnl, such !'.I S ob- Grand is well lmmm for 
a collee,;e dci,ree; profossional, s ,,ch P.B bo- its seafood. 

a lo'QY'orJ or vt>Otttional', such as becom:ini;. a ~~ ~HHHh-"-!~•:HHHh'l--~, :~·i->:-"-~ 

air cohdit"-onil'lg servico-mn.11 jTako tho Pill 
d d ta~ed ~°"18tion on t~lis and j Talre Pill 

C -Li :Q ,iJ''a 'tvai!.able o.t local ed- · T,'lke 
'I! I It 
-~fMl"~"t':~~-C.:~.H'.MJC .. ,lj'JI ,.....,.....-M~11 .. ,-~ ..... ••MH-J••~· . ·.i•.i,•-"",ktor'!'t. .. ,,c .,..,. tt.,;""M N JNHlt 



ARMY ADOPTS NEIi PROHOTION POLICIES 

The Arri'iy has adopted new policies 
for promotion of en.listed personnel who 
enter into a missing, captured, det ain­
ed or extended hospitalization status . 
The policies heive heen adopted to cor­
rect previous inequities. 

Under the outgoing policies, sol­
diers in grad F.6 and below without 
prior recommended list status could not 
be considered far promotion while miss­
ing, captured, detained or hospital­
ized. 

The new policies apply to all 
promotable enlisted personnel in gr ade 
F.6 and below who enter i nto one of 
these st.:.tuses not as a result of t heir 
own misconduct. Individ· \als in gr ade 
F:7 and above who enter s uch a sta tus 
are currently considered for promot i on 
under the f;rrrry Centralized Enl ;_ s ted 
Pro,,1otion System. 

THE }i i~ •,T POLICIES 

All deserving individuals who en­
ter a missing, captured or det2ined 
status irhilc, in grade EJ may be promot­
ed to brade E4 upon completion of six 
months service. In the case of hos­
pitRlized personnel, a total of three 
,nonths hospitaliz;, tion is als1, 
required. 

Upon entry into any of the four 
statuses, individuals carried on ~ 

local reco!IITlendcd list for promotion to 
grade E5 through E7, if still pro~ot­
able., will be promoted upon co,rcph,tion 
of required time in grade and service, 
or after spendi~ six mont(113 in such 
status. 

Individuals in grade E4 md abeve 
not on a recorn.nended list will be con­
sidered for promotion to the next high­
er grado up to grade E7 upon att;,ining 
the required ti11B in r,rade 1md tiru in 
eat'Vice. Ind:i.viduals ,11Ust hBve com­
~ted a totnl of six months in a hos-

imod, missing, captured or detnj_n­
tus. Quotas and ot:1er oelection 

, including selection board ac­
\1ott011l of adjacent col.) 
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This is the first of many ar t icles 
to come which wi ll concentr ate not only 
on the i nnumerabl e op ort unities avai l ­
abl e to t hose w~10 wi sh t o continue 
tHeir educ;:i tion, but al s o t-:ill jncl udc 

W!dCH I Tl t 
. ~ ,:. 

detai l ed infor,rmtion about loans, me:,d­
ic.::l benefi ts -- t ae whole ga:n11t of Vet­
er nns Administration benefi t s . Let' s 
f ace it. Uncle Sai,mel he. s placed a 
wide spectrum of bennies at our di spos­
al so it would be fool ish ~o der.y thei r 
existence out of diffi dence , laziness 
or just pl~in ignor ance. Thnt i s one 
re:ison why ·chi s coLmm was st ;:irted f or 
it is a,:>pl i cabl e not o· 1 ~r to p otentia l 
hfers but to t.1e guts r GI who p i nes 
f or the: day when he can r e su,,e his 
marriage Md buy or furnish a hOine; be­
l 0teclly but seriousl t contin e his ed­
uc .1tion ; start o. bus i.!1E- s s - all in o. 
somewhc1t postponed pursdt of happ­
iness, individuality, sel f - dct er ,.rirl­
ation etc., guaranteed IY.t ·c.he Bill of 
Rig '1ts ( except if J·ou ar e in the Ar my> 

So plet,s e be tokrrnt if the wor ds 
lifer, REUP, extend, Vie tna ,il or Vi et­
na.-:iesc crop '.i.p her e ,qnd there (mostly 
t ht.:r e ). Button the hostili ty and cont­
rol t he splenetic erupt i ons . 

Below is ~ short li s t of occupat­
ions with a 36 MOS . If you .:ire inter­
ested, arrange an interview with your 
friendly REUP Sergeant, SSG Rubin Rod~ 
riquez 2t S-1, 4/J. 

so;,.[; OPTIOf J ;-.V: ILP-BLE Ir1 1..RVN 

Army Career Group J6C. 
36n. 
36E. 
36F. 

Lineman 
.'l.n tenna Han 
Cable Splicer 
Manu.il Office 
Repnir .:IDn 

36G. Dial Centra l 
Office ,epair-

J6H. Fi0ld 1/ireman 

4 Look for oth~r options in ;e.1 
e\lk: 1 s Old Guard. 
1-row-Poiicies cont.· ·rrom "adj·. col. 

tion, will ap:,,ly. ?lo waiver of time in 
grade or service is allawod. 
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