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s Lricky N"mbu - Face-To-Face
11th Infantry Brigade troops from Alpha company An Infantryman from a

4th Battalion, 3d Infantry recently used ambush  wnit of the  Americal
~ tactics to perfection while operating in the rough  Division's 11th Tnfan try
 mountainous terrain southwest of Duc Pho, The B gade recently found out
Wm&m“ Killed six NVA. onec Viet Cong and what was like physica_lly
aF .. Wisga'ked two AK-47B, one SKS rifle, one 9mm Chiné= to0 confront an NVA face=to
Jmm, several chicom hand gernades and assorted face at 10 meters with a
- and food items, weapon thot misfircd.
third platoon had set up on a ridge line over The infantryman was
a well used trail 25 meters below, At 0830 Private Pirst Class T
ound of an exploding claymore piémced. the D, Tomen (Recd City, Mich
yrning stillness, so the first &gusd moved third platoon, A Company,
check out the arca, When they were within 15  4th Battolion, 3d Infantry
the detonation area the men reconned by M16 The dey started out as
oved in, Arriving the squad found two NVA any other normal: day and
m the 403 Sapper Battalion, One of the  then a cAll came down from
_the Comgany Commander of the 403 8apper  Tacticol Operations Center
eoho:rb was the Chief political at San Juan Hill that the
; pletoons RTO was to be ex=
tracted for an emergency leave, The platoon set up
aequ‘:lty for the LOH extraction and then moved out
g , it's rcconnaissance patrol with Private Toman
waJJd.ng point, "We just entered the woodline when
~we heard a warning shot," said Private Toman, The
Platoon continued for another 30 meters and then as
};hq poig“hg@n was walking up a natural stone step to
r 3Tro
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WORDS OF A COMPANY COMMANDER

It really makes me feel like blowing my top to sit down here
unthinking dissention back in ™he world" by people who really don
just exactly what the situation is here in Viet lam. hese
heard & round fired in anger at one person or another,
pinned down in an open rice paddy by a sniper or an
Most of them don't know what it is
friends blown in half by a booby trap or sce one-hundred and twenty-rive

and eee so much

't understand

Most of these zuys have never
mach less
NVA (North Vietnamese Army)

like to find one of o

found themselves

your best
civilians

come running up to your comany hegging you to see that they are evacuated to 2 re-

fugee center where they are secured by ARVN or US troops, simply because
and VC are talding all of their food, lkidnapping their children to make

their supplies, and surdering all those who dare disagree,

It really is a shame that these few college students get all the news. Ris
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, these are just a few of the

I have sworn to de-
fend, with ry 1life
if need be, only to
sce them abused by

Meids" of my own
generation, lost
of them haven't

seen a thing except
a policeman's night
stick or a curfew
irposed on campus
where they can all
go inside  or home
and be safe; they
don't have to worry
about mortars or
rockets, all of
which are stored in
places like Cambode
ia or Jjust inside
the boundaries of
Laos. These are
the exact places
- that President Nix-
on sent the troops
to clean the place
outs Take a good
look at what was

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT MIDER
THE PROVISIQIS OF THE ACT OF CQICRESS
APPROVED 9 JULY 1918, THE SILVER STAR
FOR GALLANTRY I ACTION WAS AWARDED TO:
SPECTALIST FOUR TAROO MASON,

Specialist Four Mason distinguished
himself by intrepid actions on 2 Ilarch
1970 while serving with Company D, Lth
Battalion, 3d Infantry. On that date,
the company was conducting a combat
patrol in the vicinity of Tan Phu when
it was assaultcd by a large encry force
In the initial hostile fusillade, Spcc-
ialist Mason and scveral comrades werc
wounded and became pinncd down in an
exposed area, Ignoring his painful

wound, Specialist Mason crawled among
the members of the friendly eclement,

organizing them and directing suppres-
give fire onto the insurgents, With
complete disregard for his personal
safety, Specialist Mason moved over
twenty meters through the heavy volume
of hostile fire to his fallen corrade's
position and skillfully administered
emergency first aid. Realizing the
danger of the exposed position, he then

the MNVA

them carry
a4

00,

freedoms that
someone said trying
to insure a few more
votes for the next
elections, They do
not take a good look
at what the indivi-
duals who said what
he said has at stake
in the issuec,

I've got a ldttle
experience, Itve
been wounded, I've
been shot at; as far
as I'm concerned it
has been worth it,
I've lavghed mysclf
silly but I've also
cried like a baby.
I've heard the word
murder used by some
of my counter-parts
in school; how can
it be called murder

when the man you
Just killed had an
AK2l7 and just kil-
led your point man?

I really doubt that

captured, the pic- |assisted in removing the casuwalties to| any of these guys,

tures, the state~ [a secure arca from where they could be| who arc always talk-

mentse As far as |evacvateds Through his timely and| ing so loud, have

some individuals in |coursgecus actions, Specialist Ilason| cver foond themscl-

~ the States are con- |saved the lives of scveral of his fel-| ves in the sights of

 cerned this is ter= [low soldicrs and was instrumental in| an AK=l7 with a man

- rible, but what a- |thwarting the determined cnemy attack.| behind it trying to
bout the "grunt" |His pcrsonal heroism, professional com=| kill thems Believe .

~  ywho gets mortared |petence, and devotion to duty are in| me it is an  oxper=

ience that i ncver
forgotten,

Some people cut
down the President
for his actions, but
these same people would never be able to
stand up under the pressures of the
great responsibility he has to face 2l
hours a day. I got a taste of those
pressurcs as a company commander, but I
only had the responsibility for the
lives of a company of Infantry, not a
nation., Because of that responsibility
the President had to move, he had to
iove fast, he had tc act as the commnnd=
cr-in-chicf, as a general, and he didj

keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service, and reflect great
credit upon himself, the Americal Div-
ision, and the United States Army.

"‘3-7‘_,3?,1"4 sees 10 or 11
Ry 5g his buddies kil-
~ led or the artill-

oA P

blown away
hel charge carried by a sapper,
bunker has 3 of his buddics in
ss to say all thrce are erip=-
fe, How about the chopper
I: blown out of the sky by a
raft gun (radar controlled)
ss the border in a
gé&p‘la sey these pro=
s but how can they be

-k .f.ag'i.ii.‘



for cover and then opencd
to lato, the NVA hod  already
ed into the brush arca, Sim=

ver, this time behind the mach=

gunner who was then able to open up .

Private Toman ncver knew how close he

had come to being hit until he checked

' his rucksack and f.uxd a clean hole
through the rucksack buckle,

Tt took me o lonf: time to build up

- enough confidence to be point because

of the storics they told in  Advanced

In:f.‘an'bry Training about walklng dovn

a trail and meeting face=to=face with

o an NVA soldicr and now I know what the

‘i‘f‘ rmen were talking about," said Private

Tomam,

B fCH&R%E‘NFT -
| Tvo captured and one killed was the
; count rccorded on two scparate days of
3 action involving Infantrymen from the
E 11th Prigades 4th Bn, 3d Inf, while
the company was working opcon(attached
to) 3d Bn. 1st Infl, in an arca known
as the Horge Shoe 24 miles northwest

of Duc Phos
On the 21st of June whilc the third
3 platoon of Charlic Company was on rous-
~ %inc patrol of the arca three military
age males began cvading from a hooch
to the platoons front, Says Privado
Danny Snider (Henry Temn.) "As  we
closed in on the hooches  two other
mili’bqry age nales cages outside~ “with
. their hands raised, We quickly 1laid
“the ‘kwo on the ground -to search then
the rest of the platioon .ge—
he area,'" Upon further invest-
of the hooch one pistol belt
 including chicom gernades

ood and medical items, It
arned that one indivicdual
&rfg aarbor‘b:.onist working

‘apound the arca and the

. of Junc the third Plat-

‘on routine patrol whert
received frqm a woodw
U'bilidnf;

sl

SEVEN | “KY

First @lass Lorry Tonon (Reed City, Mich)
said, "Ve cautiously noved down to check
out the arca and when we arrived on the
site of the detonation we found two more
dead MNVA Officers lying about four feet
apart ofi the trail," According to iitut-

enznt Thillipson the officers were fron
IF 3 Battolion Operations, and were gent
into the area’ to establish a sapper

training school,

Fron this arbush site the third plate
oon confiscatéed one AH=-47, one 9
chinese pistol, one knife =@ some . £oad
itens, Private Toman said, "The Officer
carrying the AK=47 was prepared, he had
a 29 round clip in and his weapon was on
full automatic,"

Tron. this Anbush site the third Plat-
oon secured the cquipnent and moved again
to still another ambush site, thiz  +ine
one that would net the platoon one more
NVA and the last one of the @ay for Alpha
Company,

In the mean time the 81rm fiortar Plat-

I

oon had been patroling . the arca looking

for a suiltabke armush site when «the
ointman, Sergeant David Alvis Humphries
Marion, N,Y.) ran face-to~foce with an
NVA comming down the tail fronm the oppo-
site direction, Sergeant Humphries and
the NVA were within about 20 meters of
each other when Sgt. Humphries opened up
ginaltaniously, Sergeant David Whalen of
Rose Creek IMich, let lose with his
M-16, The NVA immediately dropped his
SKS rifle and evaded back down the trail,
The NVA ron southeast for ahout 50 neters
and when the squaed finally caught up with
him he was dead. Sergeant Hunmphries said
"When I looked up I saw him so I did the
only thing I could do, I opened up."

A gearch of the person revealed 24
rounds of SKS Arrmunition in gome ammo
pouches he had around his waiste

In the late afternoom the first pla’c-
gon got into the action when one of their
claynores was detonated, i/ secarch of the
arca reveaoled o blood trail which the
platoon followcd for about 75 meters and
then First Iicutenant Thomas Norton (East
Orange, NeJ.). spotted the dead V.Ce lying
in the brush, The V.0, appcared to be
heading for gone hooches that the first
platoon had invesfigated cailler that day
when he was found,

w' ‘The last action of the day again
brought the third platoon into actions It
waa; ea.rmlﬁ evening when the claymore deto=
thé squad moved dovm to  check

Q'kthe arca, It was raining and as the
turned the bend in the trail the

the

in
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~ the other,
i when or where will he stop?

s oF . C.0. cont.
he caught the enery by surprise and put
him off balance in such o way that it
will take months naybe years to zregain
what hc has lost,

Don!t misunderst nd me; no man prays
nore than , soldier, becausc the soldier
(especially the "grunt') is the one who
bears the brunt of battle, I.is ke thet
gets torn to pieces by artillery or suf-
fers the pain of being hurt or crippled.
But I a2lso know this out of respect for
ny fallen comrades and the Vietnamese I
have fought beside: we have got to stop
the cneny here or our decendents will
get to stop them on their door steps.

What is happening in Laos ond Combode
ia will prove the fact that this is not
"just another civil war"., The eneny is
not just a little farmer rumning around
in the bushes, but he is a seaspned,
tough, and determincd soldier who shows
no mercy. He has some of the most sop=
histicated weapons a scldier can possess..
He has been raised with the sole thought
that he must take the world one way ]
If he takes South Viet Nam,

HAUGEN

CPT WARREN "CASEY"
‘ owF



BVALOR AWARDS

~ Tho following is a list of those individvzls in the battalion who have ro=
Lo _W;Fﬁcoivad Valor Awardss They have distinquished thomsclves b volosous Ao

e |

% ' PRESTDENT ULIDER TUE PROVISIGHS OF EXECT 7 1
2 A‘[nl)‘ST '1962, THE BRONZE STAR WITII "V" DZVICE :'AS BEm! AI'MRDEDH%‘C}E wggfflgf:
- "gm'b;'l'errell Murphy, Sorgeant Robert I'ossett, Specialist Four Stephen Xrerer
" Private First Class Samwol Latta, Privatc First Class Willimm Tocbor, Brivas
* First Class Rubin Valentin and Private First Class Danicl P.rnicks !

t Terrell I distinquished himsclf by exceptiona2lly valorous
actions on 2 March 1970 while serving as an Acting Platoon Leader with Company D
~ bth Battalion, 3d Infantry. On that date, thc company was conducting roubtine co.'ni
bat operations necar Nhon Loc when it was assaulted by a large encrmy force. Reacte-
ing imediately to the urgency of the situation Sergeant Murphy led his platoon
against a hostile element which had suwrrounded another friendly platoon., With
complete disregard for his personal safety, Sergemt IMurphy moneuvered towerd the
trapped friendly unit and skillfully directed the .firc of his corrades against the
insurgents. While friondly, gunsitips strafed the cnermy infested arca and medicot
evacuation helicbpters were called in, Sergeant Murphy slkillfully adminictercd en-
ergency first aid to several sorigy Loraving the possibility
R  of additionaljeggny snIPcrrirc, he carried a fallen fellow W8lttesy 200 uetcrs
& over rugped terrain to the evacuation pointe Through his timely and couragcous
acticns, Sergeant Murphy was instrumental in minimizing friendly casuoliies and
served as an inspiration to his cntire unit.

Sergeant Rcbert Fossett distinquished himsclf by exceptionally valorons ac-
tions on 30 March 1970 whilc serving as a Platoon Sergeant with Company 4, ULth
Battalion, 3d Infantry. On that date, thc company was conducting a search and
clear operation in the vicinity of Nhon Loc when it was assaulted by an unlnown

' size cnemy forces In the
initial hostile barrage,
the friendly elcment sus- }
tained several casualtics.

Reacting immediately to the
urgency of the situation,
Scrgeant Fossett moved to
the forward clement of his
wit and quickly orgonized
his men for an assault on
the cnery emplacemcnts.
With complete disregard for
his perscnal safety, he un-
hesitatingly mancuvered
throush the hecavy volumes
of hostile fire in order to
~pogition his men and direct
their retaliatory = fire.

” @®° = " ved, Sergomt Fossett led

~ his unit through the eneny
wntil the insurgents were routed from the arca. Through his timely and
actions, Sergeant Fossctt contributed significantly to the success of

TVU TESNSRIY ORI

mor distinquished himself by cxceptionally valor=
6 sorving with Company D, Lth Battalion, 3d Infan-
was conducting routine combat operations near MNhon
oment was sudd assaulted by a large enawy forces
PO, S i y soldiers had fallen eritically
j“- ', :o!“th&l:itm:ton,' Spoe:gid.st heir:r
e dod a solid base of suppros-
for  his




EERARDS ...

> Pirg : Samuc Latta distinquished himeelf Ty exceptionally

ons on 2 March 1970 while serving as 2 Rifleman with Compary D, 4th
Infantry,’ On that date, the company was conducting z routine combat
on Loc vhen it was assaulted by a large enemy force, During the en-
attle, Private Latta heard a call from a wounded friendly soldicr near an
bunker, Reacting immediately and with complete disregard for his personal
ety, Private Latta began maneuvering through the hostile barrose toward his
-, 1len fellow soldier, Despite suffering arm and leg wounds, he mans D"ged to ‘re:ch
~ the casualty and assisted him to a more secure location. Overcoming the pain c,;u..

sed by his wounds, Private Latta then began maneuvering towards an cvacuation loce

2 ation when he spotted another friendly casualty, Braving the hostile snirer fire
| he gallantly assisted the wounded man to the extraction point. Through h‘ils_-t imel;:r
[ and courageous actions, Private Latta was instrumental in saving the lives of +two
fellow soldiers and served as an inspiration to his entire unit,

Privato First Clags William T, Testor distinquished himself by exceptionally
valorous actions on 2 March 1970 while serving with Company D, 4th Battalion, 34
 Infantry., On that date, the company was conducting routine combat operations near
Nhon Loc when it was assaulted by a large enemy force, During the initial impact-
¢ of ¢ A ~several friendly soldicrs were seriously wounded, With " com-
plete disregard for his personal safety, Private Tester began mancuvering through
the intense volumes of hostile fire to the position of the casualties, Braving
the encmy barrage Private Tester positioned a fallen soldier on his back and began
crawling through the enemy fusillade with the casualty, After moncuvering out of
the contact area with the wounded man on his back, Private Tester resc and carried
his comrade thc remainder of the distance to a securc areca, Through his timely
and courageous actions, Private Tester was instrumental in saving the 1ife of a
comrade and served as an inspiration to his entire unit,

Private First Class Rubin Valentin distinquished himself by exceptionally
i valorous actions on 2 March 1970 while serving with Company D, 4th Battalion, 3d
Infantry, On that date, the company was conducting routine combat operations near
Nhon Loc when it was assaulted by a large ecnemy force, Reacting immediately to
the urgency of the situation, Private Valcntin began to engage the insurgents with
rifle fire, Spotting thrcec wounded friendly soldiers in a position 15 meters away
Private Valentin unhesitatingly maneuvered through the hostile barrage and carried
b them to a more secure position. With complete disregard for his personal safety,
r he then again exposcd himself to cnemy fire while crawling to an wmanned friendly
1 - machinegun and began putting out devastating bursts of fire on a key enemy cmplace-
ment, Through his timely and couragecous actions, Private Valentin was instrumen-
tal in thwarting the enemy attack and served as an inspiration to his cntire unit.

TENES

Private First Class Danicl Pernick distinquished himself by exceptionally
valorous actions on 2 March 1970 while serving as a Rifleman with Compony D, 4th
Battalion, 3d Infantry. On that date, the company was conducting routine combat
operations near Nhon'Ioc when it was assaulted by a large enemy force, During the
g battle, an ¢lcment from the friendly forces becenme encircled by insurgents,
immediately to the urgency of the situation, Private Pernick rushecd for-
seomrades, Disregarding the danger involved, he en-
ents with highly effective rifle fire and began to ascist in the
: friendly casualtics, Braving a barrage of hostile fire, Private
k moved along a trail in an attempt to extract wounded fricndly solddicrs un-
msclf seriously wounded by an encmy hand grenade, Through his timely
8 actions, Private Pernick served as an inspiration to his entire

N OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF AR 672=5=1
WITH "V" DEVICE HAS BEEN AWARDED T0: - Private First

. \
s Loifhoit distinquished himsclf by volorous ac=
as a Radio-Telephone Opcrator with Company D,
; date, the company was conducting routine com-
vhen itg forvard clement was suddenly as=
he initial burst of fire, Private Leif-
e Operator fall wounded, Reacting immod-
ne rushed forward with several of his
' ; cation for

N0
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