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DELTA NETS 2 VC THE LONG WAIT 
An Wlexpected intrusion and a well placed ambuah . 

recently netted the Americal Di vision 1 s Company rl,., 
4th Battalion, .3d Infantry, two VC · while on opera­
tions six and one-half miles southwest of Due Pho. 
The llth Brigade tmit used an tu."1expected early kill 
as bait in hopes of catching the first victim•s 

A long wni t finally pays 
off as an ambush is sprung 
and Infantrymon from t he 
lunorical Division's 11th 
Brigade not. one HVA while 
operating four miles south 
of Sen J-..i.an Hill. co=:.c..~t. 

'tI .'T'king a well used trail on the side on a heav­
iJ~r ~v21.:. A+.,ated mountain the first squad of Dolta Com­
p3.tJ.~l: :.: l''irst Platoon moved out as the light of early 
ever:·~ .n~ began to fade• Working just off of' the trail 
Staff Sergeant Ja.nes Pruitt (Nixa, Mo.) began setting 
out the claymores as Sergeant Terry Barber (Seffner, 
Fla.) pulled security, Says Sgt Barber, "The · ~ht 
was fading fast but I recognized a figure moving to­
ward ua on the trail. Luckily we were not seen so I 
alerted tho others and :we waited vory quiotly-. 11 

Tho Third Platoon of Al­
pha Company, 4th Bat tali on, 
.3d Infantry, was working a 
well used trail on the top 
of a ridt;elino w11on the ac­
tion took plnce. 

The Third Platoon s et up 
its ambushes on tho morning 
of 5 JuJ.¥, with tho firet 
squad covering the southern 
portion of the tr.::iil while Whon the VC approached to 

within ten feet of the a­
waiting infantrymen;. M-16s 
were unleashed on· full 
automatic and whon th6 fir­
ing' coaaed one VC lay '~ dead 
and one · hand gronatlc • and 
ono machotto was confiscq-
tod from tha body. .. 

With. darkness ·closing · 
fast tho ambush was moved 
up tho trail 20 metal's in . 
front Of the dead VCls body 
in tho hopes of using him 
as bait to catch others who 
might havo hoard tho shoot­
ing and wore missing 0: com­
panion. 

Tho squad final~ moved 
back into tho· brush to a­
Wai'b' a lOZJg restless night, 
-Xt.§ ~d sleeping when ;you 
t~•~·• .an PS• 2, Col. 1) 

the second squad set up .300 meters above them cover­
ing the norti1ern section of tho trq.il. 

Determined to get something tho plntoon maintainod 
its position for two days, froquontJ.Y chocking to 
make sure that the claymores had not been tampered 
with. . . , 

It was enrly evuning on the 8th of . July whon t he 
bbst of nn exploding claymore broke the puac(;full­
noss· of ·the evening <md irnmcdiato~ the second sqund, 
anxious to examine whether the long period of w.::ii t ing 
hnd 'p.:dd off, moved down to check out t.no dc..:tonnt.iun 
area. 1'We roconnod the· area uit~1 M79 rounds as wo do 
cvcrytimc we approach• an .::unbush de tonation si to, 11 

sa;td· S~goant Steven ' Burnett (Los Altos, G:.ilif.). 
•rwo sot up socuri ty on both sidc.s of the tr.'.lil und to 
our rear nnd just bc;fore we entered tho ambush site 
wo ·t.hrow a ~uple .of hand grenades just to m..::.ko sure 
that no one was nroWld.11 

nto pointman,, Spocinlist Four Barry Croy followed 
by Sgt ~tt moved cautioua]3 into tho area. Che 
Viet Cong was. :cying doubled over in tho middle of tho 
(Cant. mi pg. 2, ool. l.) 
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CHAPLAIN'S FAREWELL 
I bid farewell to onch of your men 

~om .Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, :Ec­
ho and Headquarters Headquartors Com­
pany, 4th Battalion, )d Infantry. Hav-

.ing associated with you in this combat 
zone for the past twelve months has 
given you a special place--In ~ heart. 
I have seen you face many hnrdships 
with courage and hope. It is r1w pray ... 
er th.at GOD will grant you that men.. . 
sure of His grace sufficient for ec.ch 
moment. I wish to express :rcy appro.., 
ciation for the support and hospital~ 

ity offered to me on icy visits with 
you. I wish you a successful and safe 
tour. 
CHAPLAIN GORD<lJ B1 HANSON 

jDEL TA NETS 2 VC 
baw wQ,nt is out on the trail an.Ii what 
~ come at any t;i.me~ 11. said Sgt Barbet. 
·Nothing ha_pi:Jened du.ring the night bi:.t 
late the neµct, morning the bll\!t of a 
'61J-~ore b~oke the stillness an~ a 
squad headed by SSG Pruitt i:.1vnedia~'3lY 
moved down to check out the detonl,iion 
area.- Security to the roar and f.1ong 
both sides of tho trail wns pu~ out 

. and the area was careful.:cy scaz·c,bod to 
,reveal one dead vc. Confi.scz:t11d was 
one r.ia.chette and unc han(j grcm<Jde. 

'!he squad.carefully set up another 
ambush and then moved into tr~ brush 
to await the unexpucte<:l. 

f·THE LONG WAIT 
trail with n Chicom qing G.t his right 
side. The Chi.com w.:is cQnfiscated 
along with one first .:iid r1vuch, ono . 
conpass and n puncho; all a1tached to 
a brown leather belt. 
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GREEN MACHINE GETS CHOOSEY 

L~tcs t i nf or mation i~ tl12t llBs c.nd 
llCs ilrld r el a t ed combat HOSs c2n no 
lunger · reenlist t o c h.:in[;.·o their MOS. 

Reenlistment will st;ill be nccc;pted 
from qunlifiod pQrsonnoi. To ~uali.fy 
y ou mus.t: 

1. Have y our Cornpnny CO:i1l!llillldcr 1 s 
rcco1n;nendat£on. 

2. Mee t mc~cal fi t n.cs s s t andards . 

].. Have na lost (AWOL) tine . 

4 • Be a United Sta tes Ci ti z.cn. 

5. Have ~hree scores of 90 or 
better. on your aptitude area 
tests. 

Some of ti.e r equirornen ts may be waver­
ed, but, it a waiver is r equir ed you 
lJse your <iioice of options. 

For furthlr i nformati on. s Ge SFC Rey-
nolds, Batt<l.ion Ca:rc8r Cow1scl or at 
Sl. 

.AWARDS 
Below is a .list o! Achi cvo;nent and 

Service aw~ that h.:We been approved 
during the 510nth cf July. (A- Achieve­
ment, S- Service). 

tlEA.DQUAATER:S 

CPT Allan t·tmghan 
SGT Phillil' Terry 
SP4 Paul Boaudein 
SP4 David :6urton 
SP4 Tracy ayatt 
SP4 Glen Ltcy 
SP4 Ronald Musick 
SP4 Perry ?erciful 
SP4 Joseph llinier 
SP4 Joseph pzelog 
SP4 James Westphal 
PFC Ralph Patterson 
PFC Aman Wylie 

ALPHA 

SGT Robort Ilmiels 
SGT Ronald Ea.kin 
SGT Jolm LapJanO 

2 

BS'IAll 
BS11 S 1 ~ 

ACH11S11 

II 

f;.CM11 S11 

BS11s11 
ACM11 S11 

II. 

II 

II 

II 

BS11s11 
II 



ALPHA CONT. 

SP4 Robert Fiez 
SP4 Alvis Hwrphries 
SP4 Charles Hutt 
SP4 Andrott Kurswezski 
SP4 Larry Wayne 

BRAVO 

ACM11S11 

Bsnsu 
li.CM11S11 

II . 

II 

SP4 Michael Beebo 
(2d 

SP4 Larry Bohannon 
SP4 earl Mi tchcll 

BS"S" 
Oak Leaf Cluster) 

CIUIRLIE 

SSG Richard Powell 
(2d Q:ik Leaf 

SGT Samuel Piper 
SP4 Francis French 
SP4 Glynn Gueldner 
SP4 Harold Locklear 
SP4 Patric Lonabaugh 
SP4 Jruoos Willis 

DELTA -
SSG John Ott 
SGT Robert Bordovsky 
SGT Robert Bordovsky 
SP4 Je-rry Gammon 
PFC Marvin Walker 

!f!!Q 

SP4 Wayne M..'1g!luson 
SP4 Gregory Nuon 
SP4 Frank Stitt 
PFC Brimi Keenan 
PFC Duo.no ?Vcuo 
PFC Lawrence So.ntucci 
PFC Bernoaso Tucker 

LTC Philip D. Grimm 
lLT Reed A. Simmons 
PFC James Tabata. 

BS"S" 
II 

BS11 S11 

Cluster) 
BSUSll 

iLCM11 S11• 
11. 

II 

II 

II 

BS11S11 

BS1111.11 
BSnsn 

II 

BS11 s11. 
II 

II 

II 

" II 

II 

co 
Sl 

REPORTER 

ibis ncwssheot is publisl=d tJnder 
the supervision o:f 511 4--.3 Wantr.11 
.Ainarical D:l.vision APO 962111 as an 
authorized publie,:au.m. Viows, and 
opinions expz-~d horein do not noc-
0•1ariq represont those of tho Da• 
pal'~t. ol -the Anrv • 

TRAIL TALE 
The sun radiate:s a h.:i.rsh hc.:: t and 

no breeze stirs the wnter-dc:nse ht..avy 
air. Moderate, but l ush, f oliage and 
underbrush l ends Alpha Compe.nyt s 1st 
flatoon a truil. 

The !.MERICAL Divis ion's 4th Batta­
lion, 3d Infnntry, unit s l owly but 
adeptly progresses do~m the p .::t h each 
mD.n s eper a ted fro~ the next by an im­
aginary n.combat interval 11 • The sun­
light is h.:i.cked and splintered by 
branches and vines, and its shadowy 
abstracts cast on t he passing sn ldiers• 
sweat-soaked, ruck-s .:i.cked backs. 

The 11th Infantry Brigade men are 
quie t. The pointllk'Ul passes, eyes t o 
the front, over ·and around the trail. 
A se c ond .man, walking drc:i..g , searches 
the passing terrain, his M-16 to the 
ready. 

Tho pln t o on pushes on. Some are 
bent under t he ndded weight of a radio 
or an M-60 mach:inegun or a f em extra 
claymores. To thems elves , sor.10 curse 
and most pity them.selves pack animals 
rather than humnn beings. 

In an instrui.t t he c ol umn is on the 
ground, eyes and ears s trai ned to the 
f oreign jungle . ~ some rn.cnner of 
communication, a c ombine of hnnd sig­
nals and a whisper, "Movement to the 
fr ont, 11 wns passed fr om the p oint. 
No imrediate thoughts, j ust reactions. 

Then the wait, "How mruiy nrc thcro? 11 

"Did we waJk into l'.l1 nmbush?" 
Thos e forward s eek clues fr om the 

point's actions and signals. Fo.rtbar 
bnck, men wm t f or n clenrm1cc sien or 
tho s ound of gunfire. The c ol ur- 1s 
r ear is t <mse nnd loolc~ .:i0wn the trml 
in the directj_on .trom which thay h.:i.d 
just pnssed. 

"It 1 a on:cy nn ani.i-.ial, 11 hop-scotcl1os 
tho r el.ie!-fillcd ward8 :na-.ing the u:m . 

Men sie;h 1 smilo, wipe their br ows , 
all rise on the trml ~111d readjust 
their paclcs o.nd wonpuns for utility 
and c ouforf.• Tensions moo relieved 
::.ml oreathing returns to norr.1ill. Tho 
platoon, ngnin, moves out. 
*"'Hl*IHHHHHHl·IHHH:-il-IHHHHH.~-l:-:~-:;-;;-,, "oH~·::-:n.Y,' 

T.i.KE YOUR 1-U.IJIRI.& 



.· 

APO SAN JilWiCISCO 96217 

· Mail Your 

Nwssheet 

roJ.d in thirds vertic~, then staple or tape at the edges. 
S1:Jrrr1 does not qualify as free mail. 

POSTAGE · 
3rd Class 4¢ 
Air Mail' 10¢ 


	4th Bn 3rd Infantry Vol I No 33 Jul 21 1970 pg 1
	4th Bn 3rd Infantry Vol I No 33 Jul 21 1970 pg 2
	4th Bn 3rd Infantry Vol I No 33 Jul 21 1970 pg 3
	4th Bn 3rd Infantry Vol I No 33 Jul 21 1970 pg 4

