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e NETS 2 VC

An unexpected intrusion and a well placed ambush .
recently netted the Americal Division's Company D#,
Lth Battalion, 3d Infantry, two VC while on opera-
tions six and one-half miles southwest of Duc Pho.
The 11th Brigade unit used an unexpected early kill
as bait in hopes of catching the first wvictim's
cohcrte

forking a well used trail on the side on a heav=-
ily wecetated mountain the first squad of Delta Come
pany ‘e First Platoon moved out as the light of early
everning began to fade. Working just off of the trail
Staif Sergeant Jaues Pruitt (Nixa, Mo.) began setting

- out the claymores as Sergeant Terry Barber (Seffner,

Fla,.) pulled security« Says Sgt Barber, “"The - light
was fading fast but I recognized a figure moving to-

THE LONG WAIT

A long wait finally pays
off as an ambush is sprung
and Infantrymen from tne

Americal Division's  1lth
Brigade net one NVA while
operating four niles  south
of San Juan Hill.

The Taird Platoon of Al-

pha Cospany, Lth Ba uwllon,
3d Infantry, was working a
well used trail on the top
of a ridgelinc when the ac-
tion took placce

The Third Platoon set up
its ambushes on the morning

ward us on the trail.

¥ - Waen the VC approached to
" within ten fecet of the a-
; ' waiting infantrymen; M-16s
were unleashed om' full
3 ; autOmat:Lc and when the fir-
ing ceased onc VC lay * doad
; and on¢ "hand grenade and
- one machettc was con.hsca,-
~ ted from the body.

With. darkness
fae‘b the ambush was

in the hopes of using him
as bait to catch others who
might have heard the shoot-
ing ahd were missing a com=

squad finally moved

into the brush to a=

g restless night,

sleceping when you
.+ 2, Col. 1)

Luckily we were not seen so I
alerted the others and we waited very quictly."

clasing ;

moved -
p the trail 20 metérs in.
fréht of the dead VC's body °

of 5 July, with the first
sguad covering the southcrn
portion of the trail while
the second squad set up 300 meters above them cover-
ing the northern section of the trail.

Determined to get something the platoon maintained
its position for two days, frequently checking to
make sure that the claymores had not bcen tampered
withe

It was early cvecning on the 8th of Jul when the
blast of an oxploding claymore broke the peacefull-
ness of the evening and immediately the sccond squad,
anxious to examine whether the long period of waiting
had paid off, moved down to check out the detonation
area. "We reconned the arca with M79 rounds as wc do
everytime we approach: an ambush dctonation sitec,"

said- Sergeant Steven Burnctt (Los Altos, Calif.).
"Wo sot up sccurity on both sidcs of the trail and to
our rcar and just bcfore we entered the ambush site

we threw a gouple of hand grenadcs just to make sure
that no onc was around."

The pointman, Specialist Four Barry Croy followed
by Sgt tt moved cautiously into the area. ne

' Viet Cong wab lying doubled over in the middle of the

e (0011’0- an pge 2, 0ols Ll.)
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CHAPLAIN'S FAREWELL

I bid farewell to cach of your men
from Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, Ec=-
ho and Headquarters Headquartcrs Come
pany, Lth Battalion, 3d Infantry. Hav=
ing associated with you in this combat
ve months has
given you a special place in my hcart.
I have scen you face many hardships
with couragc and hope. It is 1y praye
er that GOD will grant you that mNca=
sure of His grace sufficicnt for each
moment. I wish to cXpress my appreem
ciation for the support and hospital=-
ity offered to me on my visits with
youe I wish you a successful and safe
toure
CHAPLAIN GCRDON B, HANSON
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know what is out on the trail ang what
. may come at any time," said Sgt Barbef.
Nothing happened during thc night but
late the next morning the blagt of a
slaymore broke the stillness and a
squad headed by SSG Pruitt iamedialely
moved down to check out the detonggion
arcas Security to the rcar and along
" both sides of thc trail was puj out
.and the arca was carefully scarchcd to
reveal one dead VCe Conpiscatgd was
~ one machette and une hand grengdc.
) The squad.carcfully set up another
ambush and then moved into the brush
to await the unexpected.

"THE LONG WAIT

trail with a Chicom lying at his right
sides« The Chicom was cenfiscated
along with one first aid peuch, ono
compass and a pencho; all agtached to
'a'l_:rcwn leather belt.
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GREEN MACHINE GETS CHOOSFEY

Lotest information is thot 11Bs
11Cs and rclated combat 1MOSs can
longer-recnlist to change their MOS.

Recenlistment will still be accepted

and
no

from qualificd parsonncle To gualify
you must:
l. Have youwr Company commander's

recomendatdone

2« Mect me@ical fitness standards.

3s Have no lost (AWOL) time.,

L. Be a United States Citizcn.

5. Have “hree
better on your
testse
Some of thke requircnents may be waver-
ed, but, if a waiver is required you
lose your dioice of options,
For furtheg information sce SFC Rey=-
nolds, Battedion Carcer Counsclor at
Sl.

| AWARDS

Below is a list of Achievement and

scores of 90
aptitude

or
area

Scrvice awards that have been approved
during thc month o Julys (A= Achieve-
ment, S- Service).
HEADQUARTERS
CPT Allan IMpughan BSUAN
SGT Phillip Terry BSHSH
SP4 Paul Bgaudein LCiMS®
SPl David Burton "
SPl Tracy Hyatt BStSH
SPL Glen Lacy "
SPL Ronald Musick ACMMS"
SP4 Perry Perciful BStgH
SPL4 Joseph Rinier ACMM SN
SPL4 Joseph @zelog i
SP4 James Westphal n
PFC Ralph Patterson LU
PFC Aman Wylie n
ALPHA
SGT Robert Deniels BSn St
SGT Ronald Eekin n

° Amlsll

SGT John Lapgano
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3 ALPHA CONT.

SP4 Robert Fiez
-- SP4 Alvis Humphries BSHSH
3 SPL Charles Hutt LCMOS™
!- SP4 Andrew Kurswezski n
4 SP4 Larry Wayne "

BRAVO

LCMMSM

SPl4 Michael Beebe BSHSH
(2d Oak Leaf Cluster)

SP4 Larry Bohannon BSHSH

SPL4 Carl Mitchell u

CILLRLIE

SSG Richard Powell BStgH
(24 0ak Leaf Cluster)

SGT Sarmel Piper BSHSH

- SPli Francis French ACM"SM
SP4 Glynn Gueldner n
SP4 Harold Locklear u
SPL Patric Lonabaugh "
SPL James Willis "

DELTA

SSG John Ott BSHSH
SGT Robert Bordovsky BSmAN
SGT Robert Bordovsky BStSt
SP4 Jerry Gammon "
PFC Marvin Walker ACIMSH

ECHO

i SPl4 Wayne Megnuson
g3 SPly Gregory Noon "
i SP4 Frank Stitt "
Ha PFC Bricn Keenan n
PFC Duane Mycue n
PFC Lawrence Santucci n
PFC Berncase Tucker n

L‘l‘c Philip De Grimm co
1LT Reed A. Simmons sl
PFC James Tabata REPORTER

This newssheet is publigbed under
ppervision of Sl, L-3 Infantry,

1 Division APO 96217, as an
ied publicati<ne Vicws, and
resscd herein do not ncc=
oresont those of tho Dew

BSHsSh -

AL, TALE

The sun radiates a harsh hcat and
no breezc stirs the watcr-densc hea
air.

Moderate, but lush, foliage and
underbrush lends Alpha Compeny's lst
Platoon a trail,

The AMBRICAL Division's lith Battoe

lion, 3d Infantry, wunit slowly but
adeptly progresses duvm the path each
man seperated from the next by an ime-
aginary "“combat interval®, Thec sun-
light is hacked and splintered by
branches and vines, and its shadowy
abstracts cast on the passing soldiers!
sweat-soaked, ruck-sacked backs.

The 1lth Infantry Brigade men are

quict. The pointman passes, cyes to
the front, over and around the trail.
A second man, walking drag, scarches

the passing terrain, his M-16 to the
I‘eadyo

The platoon pushes one Some are
bent under the added weight of a radio

or an M=60 machinegun or a fow extra
claymoress To themselves, soiec curse
and most pity themselves pack animals

rather than human beingse.

In an instant the colwm is on the
ground, eyes and ears strained to the
foreign jungle. By some monner of
commmication, a combine of hand sig=-
nals and a whisper, "Movement to the
front," was passed from the pointe
No immediate thoughts, just reactionse.

Then the wait, "How many arc there?!
"Did we walk into an ambush?"

Those forward seck clues frcem the
point!s actions and signals. Farther
back, men wait for a clearance sign or
the sound of gunfire, The colu=e's
rear is tense and looke avim the trail
in the direction f£rom which they had
Just passed.

uItts only an animal,¥ hop=scotciics
the relief-filled wards amung the ucne

Men sigh, smile, wipe their brows,
all rise on the trail and readjust
their packs and weapuns for utility
and conforte Tensions arc relieved

and Dreathing returns to normale.  The
platoon, again, movcs out.
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