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A 51.1S WHERE YOU FIND IT

Field sanitation exercise? "Not quitef" . eadd
P£& Vernon Songer (Kansas City, Mo,) as he returned
to the ambush-site 13 miles southwest of Duc Pho.
"Walking into the bushes and fin€ing a 51 Cal, - noxt
to me is not my idea of a field sanitation excrcisel

Working the top of a heavily wooded ridgeline
. the second platoon of Delta Campony Lth Battalion 3d
Infantry, spent most of the day investigating a come
ination base camp and Sapper +training area which,
the platoon ran across while reconning ambush posite
ions for the evenings Consisting of Classrooms, a
mess hall, sgpper infiltration course, and bunker
complex, the basc camp was quite old however had
signs of being in the process of repairs

Later that afternoon the platoon moved out and
set up it's acmbush mot more then 100 mecters away
from the base camp along a well used trails  "Wante
ing to reclieve ryself bee

ALL IN A DAYS WORK

A good doys work means
diffcrent things to diffcr=-
cnt peoples To Infantrymen
of the Auerical Division's
11th Brigade onc VC killed
and one weapon capturcd
could be considered 2 fair
days worke

Working the top of a

hickly vegetated ridgeline
15 miles soutlwest of Duc
Pho; the Second Platoon of
Alaph Compmny, Lth _Bathiale
ion 3d Infantry set up it's
ambush in the middle of a
fork of two well traveled
trails. Hearing  voices
noving towards them silcnce

fore it got dark but not
wanting to move to far awgy
from the gurs, I walked
about 20 meters into the
brushe There to ry . eure
prize in the bushes to ny
lei't was what looked  like
the barrel to somec sort of
weapone I investigated a
little further and thon ran
to get owr Platoon Leader,
1Lte Allen." reported Pfc
Songere  Arriving on the
scone 1lLte Allen confirmed
the find was actually a 51
Caliber machine gun, in bad
(Conte on Pge 3 Col 2)

was the understood keywood as the men waited quictly
for the cncrye Initiating the contact with the dete
onation of a claymorc the men quickly followed with
automatic M-16 firce "Wo were only in our ambuch
position for a half an hour beforc we storted . hoor-
ing the voices moving toward use e couldn't sec
through the thick foligge so when the voices grew,
louder we blew the claymore and opcned up with
16%s." reported Sergeant Scott Fhorpoon (Rice Lake,
Miche)e $ 3

An element was immedintely sent to check out
the arca of contaote Lying on the trail was one VO
with weapon and hand grenade. Hoping to find blood
trails 'of tho victim's cohorts, the arca iwas thore
oughly ‘searched with results turning up ncgitive.

Mnticipating the return of the Victim's cOnpe
(Continued on page 3 column 2)
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A BIRD THAT SINGS HELPS

A telkitive POJ is alot better then o dead NVA scemed to be the logic used by

Infantrymen of the Americal Division's 1lth Bri ade
captured one NVA from the 1/403 Sappcr Battalion while working 13 milcs

of Fire Support Base San Juan Hill,

Moving u
ed with ambush poss=
itionse  suddenly
‘the pointman spotte=
ed three NVA sold=-
iers with packs and
weapons noving al=
ong the same trail
in their directione
Reacting instincte
ively, the point
and 60 gunner opcne
ned fire as the NVA
blended hurriedly

into the woodlinee
Hopinyg to find a
few blood trails

the men immediately
dropped their ruck
sacks as the first
squad cautiously
moved up the left
side of the ridge=
line whilc the sece
ond squad canvergs
+ ed up the middle of
the drawe
We began to
hegr noises as we
were ready to move
out on an on line
assault of the area
to our front," ree=
ported Scrgeant
Scott Des Thompson
(Rice Lake, Mich,)

e quickly sent an

elenent up to the

high ground as wc |
slowly moved in on.

the area."

Working into
a cleared arca the
squad found one NVA
who was wounded in

a draw between ridgelines, men of the
ttalion 3d Infantry were being extra cautious

THE PROVISICNS OF THE LCT OF CONGRESS
APPROVED 9 JULY 1918, THE SILVER STAR
FOR GALLANTRY IN ACTION WAS AWARDED TO
SPECIALIST FOUR VERAL CROSGEN.

Specialist Four Crossen  distinge
uished himself bg intrepid actions on 5
March 1970 while serving as a Medical
Aidman atteched to Company C, Lth Batte-
alicn 3d Infantrye On that date, the
company was in its night defensive pose
ition south west of Mo Duc when it came
under an invense enery rocket and morte
tar barrage. During the initial burst
of hostile rounds, several friendly
suldiers were wounded, including Spece
ialist Crossen, Dispite the increasing
fury of the enemy ground attack, he ige
nored the pain of his own injuries and
began manuvering toward his beleagered
comradcse Heedless of the danger ine
volved, he rereatedly cxposed himself
to the enciy fire as he aduinistered
first aid under the must adverse condi~
tionse {is the battle ragged  around,
him Specialist Crossen continued to aid
his fellow g&oldicrs by directing the
efforts of others in treating thc woune
ded, and consyantly . encouraging the
more scriously wounded comrades, VWhen
the medical evacuation helicoptcrs
arrived on station, he responded
immediately and supertised the loadw
ing of the wounded soldiers aboard the
airdrafte During the lengthy encounter
he continucd to carry men to the heli-
copter despite the increasing pain in,
his own wound, Through his timely and
courageous actions, he contributed gree-
atly to saving the lives of many of his
fellow.soldiers and scrved as an inspi=-
ration to his e¢ntire unite

when the

Bf DIRECITON .OF THE PRESIDENT UINDER*

"ungle Warrid&rs!
southeast

Second Platoon of Alpha

as the trail 1358 line

and Chu Hoi, The
NVA did, and ‘8o
the | © Infantrymcn

quickly moved in, 4n
AK=l7  with one
full magazine of AK
amunition already
fitted into the wea=
pon were the £irst
items  confiscated
from the wounded NVA
soldiers, With a leg
wound the medic was
quickly called to
aid the  POJ before
extravtion, Lfter
bandages were admine
istered and  being

unable to walk, a

strecher was rigged
up and the POW was
carried wp to ‘the

top of the ridgeline
where the compmny CP
was located,  After
a brief pcriod of
questioning the POW
was again carried by
strecher to the tem=
porary fire basc fiv-
enger whoere he  was
later extracted to
the rear for further
nedical attention
and more  intensive
questioninge

&lso confiscat—
ed from thc scene
besides the one AKe
L7 and megazine of
AKX ammnition was
one cantecn, pistol
j belty, commo . Wirey

' and Laotian lloneye

lsked about taking POW's Sergeant

‘the initial fusillade, kneeling off the
trail specking words which werc unrece—
ognizable to the Infantrymens M-16's
.at the rcady the men slowly moved in,
yelling at the IIVA to raise his arms

Thompson replied, "fn IWA captured or
killed is still one NVA not out to Kill
mee Taking a POW however nay give a
clue to saving scme Jmerican livese"



Spotting 140 NVA with packs - .and
weapons and eliminating them are quibe
two different matters especiclly if the
ambush is only squad size as found out
by men of the 11th Brigade while worke
ing in the rugged. mountains soutlwest
of Duc Phoe

Sct up in the woodline at the base
of a ridge ovirlocking a smoll valley,
the second squad of the Second Platoon,
of Alpha Company Lth Battalion 3d . Infe
antry was in ambush when the sighting
was mades: ''we were set up in .ambush
when from the woodline across from us
WVA with packs and weapons began moving
out and up the valley. After the first
eight moved out and being only 100 mete
crs away, we were going to open up but
more kept comming oute It was a good
thing we waited becausec 140 soldiers
came out sad moved up the valleye" ree
ported Pfc James Rios (Wilmington,
Calife)e Artillary ond air strikes
werc irmediately called in, howewer
scnsing the danger of the first marker
round the enemy irmediately scattered
and thus when the areca was scarched the
following morning only numcrous  blood
trails could be found, "14O sgainst 10
isn'$ good odds," said Pfe Hios, 'We
arce lucky we have the artillary and air
support that we dos Ouwr only regret is

that we were nct able to find any bode
ies only blood trallse!
NEW S-4
On the 21st of August Captain

Jackiec A¢ Hummel became attached to the
L4th Battalion 3d Infantry. Captain
el wilk be taking the place of 1lte
Larry Collett as the new S-lie 1Lte
Collett is cnding his tour in the Rcpe
ublic of Vietnam and will be leaving
Duc Pho an the 12¢h af Septcmbers

. Captain Hummel entercd the &y in
1966 aftcr being awarded his BBA in
Persannel Monagement from East Texas
State Universitye. Receiving his corun=
ission through OCS Captain Humel was
assigned to the Persommel Center at Ffe
Lewis Washington for 10 months baefore
boing sent to korea where Captein
Hurmel served in the capaeity of I=Corp

senlistment Officer.  Serving  in
(Continued on top of next Column)

14Q TO 10 ISN'T GOOD CDDS
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NEW S-4
Rorca for. J3.rronths Coptain ITuwri?l © was
next assigned to the Recruting Main
Station in /fmerilla, Texas. Herc Capie
ain Hummel remoined for one year before
being assigned to duty in the Republic
of Vietnams

Captain Humel is merried and his
wife, o Capt&in in the Unitied States
lLemy is prcsentl¥: attending the Inform=
ation School at fort Benjemin Harristn
Indianae

ASL IS WHERE YOU FIND IT

shape but workable if cleapmed up and
repairede The find was immediately
called into the OCumpany CP and then
carried back to the ambucsh site where
it was kept for the nighte In the mor=
nigg the 51 Caliber was carried up to
the Compeny CP where it was later cxe
tragted to the rcare

Asked for any reaction to tlo vale
uable find, Pfe Songer replied, "If,
I Imew they werc going to make me carry
it up the hill to the CP I would have
never told anyone about ite!

ALL IN A DAYS WORK

anions, another ambush was set up in
the same location closer to the VC!s
bady e

Confiscated from the arca besides
the weapon and grenade was cne  pistol
belt, food and onec nagazine of /X anme

OLD GUARD
LTC PHILIP GRIILI co
1LT REED SIMIQS L

SP4 JAMES TABATA EDITOR

This ncwsshect is published weekly
under the supervision of SL Lth Bne 3d
Inf,, {mcrical Division, APO 96217  as
an authorized publicatione Views and
opinions expressed herein do not necw
essarily represent those of the Departe
ment of the lumye ARPS, ANF, and Cam-
mand Information usede



B8 WA LOR AWARDS.

The following is a list of those individuals in the Battalion who have rom
eently roceived Valor Awardss They have distinquished — themsclves by Volorcus .
~actions on the battle field,
a0 BY DR ECTION® OF THE PRESIDINT UNDE: THE PROVISIONS OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11046
2]} AUBUST 1962, TH-E BRQNZE ST/AR WITH "V" DEVICE HAS BEEN /[W/RDED TO:

SERGEANT JOSEPH B. HOLMES distinquishcd himsclf Ly excepticnally valorous action

on LIth of March 1970 while serving with Compmny D, Lth Battalion 3d Infantry,
.- On that date, ‘the campany was conducting routine conbht operations west of Mo

Duc when it came under intense small arms fire from a well concealed oncryy
forcee .In the initial burst
of hostile rounds several
friendly soldiers were woune
ded and in need of iedical
aide Lcuctinrf immediately
to the urgency of the situae - ¢ /
tion, Sergeant Holmes moved \\ 4
forward from his relatively 3 7
securc position to reach his . i /
wounded co.rodese Quickly petes]
assessing the situation, he &
OI‘,:)E’TIZLZGCJ. an evacuaticn team / \
and began moving the wounded JA#N_
to the rear arca from which K& =7
they could be evacuated by \-’ W
helicoptere Despite the en=- i %
emy fire dimpacting around it \‘E,R\
on 1 & . - ~N
him, he monuvered 600 mcters / - \
through the dense vegetation
before he reached safetys Through his timely and courageous actions, he contri=
buted greatly to the successful evocuation of his wounded comrades and served
as an inspiration to his entire unite

/

13

. PRIVATE FIRST CLASS RUBIN V/LENTINE distinquished himself by cxccp‘cionallj val-

. orous actions on 11 March 1970 while serving with Company D Lth Battalion 3d Ine
fantrys On that date, an olcnenu of the company was conducting a combat patrol
in the vicinity of Tan Phu when it was assaulted by a large cnemy forge, In
tho initial barr‘.[;e of hostile autimatie weapons and grenade fire, Private
Valenfine suffered several severe woundse Denying himsclf medical ottention
he immedictely placed a heavy volunm of retalitory fire upon the Iinsurgentse
.Ignoring his own painful wounds, Private Valentine alertly ‘spotted on  cnemy
soldier preparing to firc on his comrades and unhesitatingly cxposcd himself to
the hostile fusillade to engage the insurgents, With complete disrcgard . for
his perscnal safety, he directed devistating bursts of fire on the hostilc solde
iers, climinating the threat to his comradess Through his timcly and eoursgeous

 actions, Private Valentine was instrumcntal in tlmarting the determined cnemy
" atpack and saving the lives of scveral of his comradese He served as an inspire
‘a.tian to his entire unite

SPEGIALIST FOUR ROBERT J. LUZON distinquished himself by cxceptionally valorous
actions, on 1L March 1970 whilc serving with Company D Lth Battalion 3d Infantrye
On that date, the coupany was on a combat patrol near Nhon Loc when it was
(Continued on page 5) 4




VALOR AWARDS

assaulted by a large enemy forcee During the initial exchange of . rounds,
several friendly soldiers were wounded in an area 600 meters away from the near—
est possible landing zone for medical cvacuation helicopters. Reacting immedi-
ately to the urgency of the situation, Specialist Luzon unhesitatingly volun—
teered to carry a camualty to the point of cxtraction. After securing one of
the wounded soldiers on his back, %)ccialist Luzon gallently began his arduous
trip to the cvacuation arca unarmeds Skillfully negotiating the highly valner-
able terrain, Specialist Luzon successfully took evasive action against sniper
fire and delivered the casualty to the cvacuation helicopter with all possible
specds Through his timely and courageous actions, Specialist Luzon saved the
life of a fellow soldier and served as an inspiration to his entirc unite

SPECIALIST FUUR PATRICK LONABAUGH distinquished himself by valorous actions on
5 March 1970 while scrving with company C, Lth Battalion 3d Infantrye On that
date, the company was at a defonsive position in the vicinity of Phu Khuong when
it came under a combinatian mortar and ground attack by an unknown size enemy
forces« During the initial hostile barrage Spccialist Lonabaugh repcatedly ex=
posed himself to the concentration of enemy fire in order to assist in carrying,
his wounded comrades out of thce danger zone to a sccure position = where they
could be evacuated from the arcaes Ignoring the danger involved, he rcturned to
his valnerable position where he rcorganized his squad and dirccted their ret-
aliatory fire on to the insurgents. With complete disregard for his own person=
al safety, Specialist Lonabauch manuvered through the enemy firezone to procurc
additional ammunition and recpeatedly braved the hostile fusillade in order to
distribute it among the members of his oclcment, Through his timely actionsy he
contributed significantly to the success of thc operation and scrved as an in-
spirftion to his entire unit,

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DONALD DOWDY distinquished himself by exceptionally valorous
actions on 5 March 1970, while serving with Compeny C, Lth Battalion 3d Infantry
On that date the company was being rcsupplied with ammunition in an  area near
Phu Khuong when it came under intense mortar,-rocket and small arms fire, from,
an unknown size enemy force. Reacting immediately and with complete disrcgard
for his own personal safety, Privatc Dowdy repecatedly cxposed himself to a conte
inuing hostilc barrage whilc moving to the side of friendly soldicrs wounded
during the initial impocting of rounds., Despite the danger involved, hc remain-
ed vulnerable to the enery fire wnile pvoviding covering fire for his  comrades
as they moved the casualtics to 2 more secure arca, Still refusing to seek cover
Private Dowdy than redistributed ammunition among his fellow: soldiers along the
perimeters Through his timely and courageous actions, Private Dowdy was instru-
mental in thwarting the oncmy attack and served as an inspiration to his entire,
unite
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