
CAUTION 00 NOT TAKE OR 
SEND TO THE. FIELD 

ALPHA HITS IT.BIG BRAVO NETS I 
Four .AK-4 7 is .t one RPG Lancher with RPG• s, and 30: -::l A surprise sighting 

Chi Com grenades made up the bulk of tile items con- rocont:cy- aided t he Infant .. 
tiscated uhen the 11th Brigade Hountainmen netted r y;,icn of the Alnoric-11 Div­
six NVA in one days action wh .. Ue operating 9 miles .iaion•s U th Brie; ado ·as tho 
south east of Fire Support Base San Juan Hill. Molllltairunen netted one VG 

Set up on a well used trail alcne:. n ridgelinc; while on combc t operations 
one NVA carrying an AK-47, 50 rom1ds of AK 8J;llnuilit.,. five miles south of fir e 
ion and food, walked into an enrly ambush set up by Support Base San Juan Hill. 

· ·t.ho Third Platoon of Alpha Compm\)', 4th Battalion, Patrolii13 the top of a 
3d Infantry. nWe heard movcrnont oorning dmm t he ridgoline for · possible 
trail toward our location, so uhen the NVA entered nic;ht ambush positions the 

· our kill zone, we blcu tho clay;n.oro. 11• reported Serg- mumbcrs of Br- .:ovo Cor:Ji)nny 
eant George Lc.rsh (Pontiac, ;:iich.). The aroa was 4th B:r0to.lion 3d I nfantry 
r,:;conncd ui th H-79 and hand t,renadcs before being spott ed two VG 400 r.tetors 
cnilercd. Tho lone NVA was found dcnd on t he trail from their l ocntion in tl-c 
and confiscated from the scene wero the items 11e rice paddies below. "We 
c:u·ricd. 

With i;turnorous signs of 
onOli\1 actiVi ty in the · area 
omothcr n..11bush uas set up 
further d91'm the trail, an 
ambush whicb1 . . evcntual:cy 
was to net the mountain."llCn 
five murc NVA before the 
day was up. 

The Third Platoon did 
not soo action ncain until 
lato that · so.me afternoon 
when voic~s were again 

· heard moving down the trail 
toward the awaiting infant­
l'J1110n' s location. nwo 
thought thcro wore o~ two 
(Cont. on Pg. 3 Coi 2) 

h-'.ld not found any signe of 
.:icti vi ty in the imr.icdintc, crou, so spo·i:.-cing the 
tuo VG uc.s .:in unexpected su1~priso to us • 11 ·reported 
&:lrge<:'.nt Richard Stll1lpter (Shncly Side, ~orylc.nd). 
I1.o.king the sightinr:; while still hiGh on t :10 ridgo­
lino the pl.::1 toon quickly moved down .to l aucr ground 
f or better firinr; positions . Scnsinc t.10 .:pp:u·.­
ont cl..IIJ.Gar ,mo VC bogM ,ovad:Lng 1.n-c,o tho nonrcst 
wo0dli.no1 this forced 't!lc pl[\toon to c:pcn fir~ 
c..-.rlicr ·t hen .o . .nti¢.~xrtu.l. Plncin(; . .;,ffoctivc · fir.o 
ui:1;.:1 H..60_ ci1d H;...79 r ..;uny.s into tho aroq, one VC w.:is 
sc.en lying in th(.; rice paddies bel ow. 

The PJ.a.toon i.mrnediaiiely movc.C. down t!1c ricleo­
lin~ to check out the nrea of contact. Hoving in 
cnutiouszy the men fo'Jlld One dead VC l-ri:iih no ai[;ns 
of r.he one evadiil(.; vc. Tho dand VC curried nothing 
of v~J.ue. Tho Platoon nga:i.n moved bnck up tho ridg­
oliAe to continua their search for cmbush loc.ntions. 
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THE OLD GUARD: A PROUD HERITAGE 
'lbe history of. th~ Thi.rd . Wantr y m.irrors t he growth and development of our 

nation. Its colors have flmm vnl.iant1y in virtually every war the nation has 
waged from the tunerican Revolution to the Vietnam Conflict.. The Thir d Infant­
ry' s flag .carries tMxty-nine ba ttle streamers earne d by its Iik<gnifi cent record 
of bravery in action• · 

. Older then the Constitution, t he Third Infantry 1 of which you are a part 
first saw action in 1794, when under the Command of General "Mad Anthony" Wayne' 
they defeated the Indians nt the battle of Port Recovery in Ohi o. · During th~ 
War of 1812, the Third Infantry fouGht at Chippwa, Lundy' s Lane, and Cnnada. 
The yen:r 18401 saw t he Third Infant r y engaged i n tho arduous duty of tho Indian 
War. . 

In 1846, there followed the War wi th Mexico, in whi ch the Third I nfantry 
distinquished itself by valiant acti on n ot exceeded by any other Regi ment. The 
greatest victory of the war was t .lle Regi ments assault .:md capt ure of the Fort of 
Honturcy. fucause of i t s i:;allant cmd vita l pnrt in the calil.paign t he capture of 
Mexico City was the l~EJ sult. Pe cause of its succus s i n stor min g the hoaVily 
defended heights of Chapultepec wit h f ixed bayonets , tho Third I nfantry 1:ras acc­
orded the ~1onor of mo.rch:ing at t110 hoD4 of t!10 colur.n wl"J.Dn tl1c victorious Army 
made its triwnphant entry into t he Ci ty . As the Third Infantry approached Gen­
eral Winfield Scott r emoved his lw.t and t urn ing. to· the r.1c.-r.lbc 1"'1;l of lriD s~.t s.."tid 
11Gcntlemen take off your ha ts t o t he "Old Guard" of the 11.tJzy. 11· It was ·c._1e 11 UJ.d 
Guurd 11 that tho llog:i.rrumt has been lm ovm Gnd honored a s thr oughout the Army sinco 
that timo. 

In '£mros, in 1860, t ho i.1.Gg:imont prepared to r e turn t o tho · .nm.·t h when the 
clouds of tho Civil Wa;.~ lower ed in 1861. :ti'r om Texas t he .l:i.egi mont traveled east 
to arrive :tn t:i.r110 to prtrticipat e in the f irs t Battle of Bull Run. I t e.lso 
fought in Gettysbur1; , aanassos, Antietam, Frcdricksburg, and Choncollorsville. 
Although reduced in strengt h to nbout 200 men and Off icer s , t he Old Gu-Jrtl was 
present at the surrender of Gonoral Lee at Appor.iattox in April, 1865. 

In 1898, tho years of comparative quiet ended .:is the bnttl e-roacly unit w.:is 
the first Regiment ordered to Cuba when t ho War wi t:i Spain broke out . The Old 
Guard u.:is also sent to the Philipines where it s aw action i n the Philipine 
Insurrection. In March of 19451 t he 'i'hird Infantry was attnched to t ho 106th 
Division. Tho Old Ouard racod across GerI!k'll\Y corraling t hous1ll'lds of prisoner s i n 
t.ho final drive to victory agninst tho Axis Powers. 

During November of 1946 the unit uas doactiva t ed, unt il April of 1948 , when 
it uas reactivated a t an impressive cerimony on the u.s. C.'.lpitol Plnza. . I t WGs 
at t his time, in keeping with tho tracli ti on and glory of t ho Old Guar d thnt i t 
rccoiv'cd the assignraent of guarding tho hen.rt of our homel and, tlio Nnti on 1 s 
Cnpitol.. During the next deca de t ho Third Infnntry as sumed ·C.he dut i es of Serv­
ing as pcraomal escort to Presidents of t he Uni ted Stat es; l11'.1rch:Lli.g as l oad 
clement in lnn[;urals, Armed .fi'orccs mid other par e.des 1 Guardi ng t he Tomb of t . o 
Unknown Soldier; pl:.mning o.nd coorclinciting St.ate Funerals ~md participo:l:.ing in 
arrivio.la and clcpm·tures f or .Amcricmi and For eign Dic;nitari os . 

In JW;ust of 1966, t ho 4 th Batt<>.lion 3d Info.nt.ry uas a ct.i ':"atocl o:C. Schofield 
Barracks Bawaii, a.s part of t ho nouJ.,y formccl 11th Wmtry Brir;;.;i.dc, f or deploy­
mant· to ~omb<lt in tho Republic of Vie tn.:un. The Bat t alion arrived in Vietnam on 
1$ Decembor 1967. Since that t:i.r11e uc have made an enviable recor d f or ourselves 
in battlo. We have participa ted in exercises 1tl th the 196t.h mid 198t h I nfantry 
Brigades and the Batto.lion holds tho Brignde r ecord for finding t ho l~\I'GOSt WEln ­

pons cache to dato, JJ4 individual and crew-served weapons. 
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TIME IS RUNNING QJT 
On i.fovcrnbor 3d1 Gcnercl. elections 

will be hold in ~11 50 ·states of our 
Nation. Scr,ri.nr; in the Republic of 
Viotn.'.?..-n isolates each of us from the 
politics ta.kine; pl.nee in our own ros­
poctivo State. Votine however, is a 
ri~ht cru-antocd to all serviuemen no 
n.:-.t.tcr whore they arc stationed. Mem­
bers of tho Armed Forces mny vote by 
absentee btillot i£ they ure 21 y.co.rs 
of aee ~nd a resident o.f the St.:i.te for 
one year, this requirmont wlll very, 
from State to State• 

Servicemen rfl['.y use tl1e Federal 
Post Card .Application for Absentee R.11-
lot (FPCA) in order to obtnin nbscntoe 
b.::i.llot nnd rce:;istered to vote, clone 
with other info:rmntion nnd requirr:ronts. 
Goneral:cy sent to tho County Clerk or 
~istrar of Votc:r s in the cit y of res- . 
i<len~, an c.bsentee ballot will be l'C• 

turned to y.:,u alone; uith informntion 
on tho c.::i.nid[\tos. 

Further infurnl.:'.tion nnd t!1C FPC.t. 
rnuy be obtained from your Battnlion Vo­
ting Officer, lLt. Recd A. Sirai11<ms ~t 
lilttnlion SJ. or inquire throU[;h your 
Compariy Voting Officer. 

Democracy is built on tho ability 
o! the GOVorrncmt t,o function by consent 
of tha Governed. The power of each Jun­
oric<lll is expressetl at the voti.l'lG bootl1 
or by an ~bsenteo ballot . Tl1nt is 
whero the r,;0vement becins. Ti.-.10 is 
ru.nniil{;; out, If y vu haven• t votod yet 
·bo aura to obtain yC11J:r nbsentee ball.ct. 
Don•t put off todny what you . wouldnU 
want to lose tOiilorrow. 

To obtain a ballot ·(;he1 roquirr.1onts for 
a tow states ~o as follows--­
(Continued on Pc. 4 tol. l ) 
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ALPHA NETS 6 
NV A cornine since we hoard only two 
people talking , so we onJ~ detonated 
one cll\yr,1~0 • 1L said S0rge:ant J arnea 
Rippl (Neenah, ·viis. ). The area w.aa. 
~gain reconnocl with r1.-79 and bend 
Erenades before be;i.i:lg entered by the 
men. With good security out on the 
trails the men c.:1utious)\y entered tbQ 
O.l'ca. To t he surprise of most, not 
two but four NVA were found spaced five 
meters. apart on tho t.rail. "We thought 
there were only a couple of NVA s o it 
was a surprise t o ,sec how ;;mch dar.1age 
tho one clayr11orc actually did." report­
ed PFC Gordon Pooley (Jackson Hei ghts , 
New York). Confiscated from the four 
NVA woro two li.K-47's, one RPG lanchor 
with RPG 1s, Charges D.i."'l.cl fusos ,30 Cb;i.Ccm 
grenades, nnd 26 one pound OJq)losi vos • 
Another cl~ymoro was set up near tho 
bodies in hopes that their corapaoions 
woulcl be around. 

The arrival of. tho. vict im•s cohort 
was s ooner then oxpocted ho:K:vor , when 
Staff Sergeant Stephen Jones (Kokor.io J 

Ind.) and two other moni.bGrs of the 
Plo.toon, pulline; secu,rity snotted nnd 
cngac;ed another NV A mov.img dmm : the 
trail in tholl' direction. This fin<>.l 
nction resulted in one INA ldllcd, C'J1d 
o.nothcr iiK-4 7 confiscated. 

OLD 
LTC PHILIP GRIMH 
lLT REED SD'IHONS 
SP4 JiiMES TAB/1.TA 

GUARD 
co 
SJ. 

EDITOR 

This newsshect is puiJJ.,ishod wcc.R::1y 
under the supervision of Sl 4th Bn. J d 
Inf.,, /imorical. Division,, i.:PO 96217 as 
an nuthorizod publico.tion. Vivws and 
opinions expressed hcro:L"'l. 4o not ··ncc­
ccss~i:cy represent those of t. 10 Dopnr­
tmcnt of tho lirrr~/ • I.NF, 1'.R.PS, a:nd Co­
mr.1andl Informc.tion used. 
;HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH'nHHHHHHHHHHh'l-r.~H.'*°* 

TAICE M!JJIRIA PILL 
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'l'JJ\E 
I1filllfilA 



VOTING CONT, 

Continued from page ) 
Maa{lnnd: Must be a resiuent of t.h,c 
Sta c one year and of the c olUlty or 
city for six lilonths. The ballot must 
be returned to tho elerk n o l .:iter then 
10 ~s before the election. 

N'.cl.no: ~i.u;Jt be a resident for 6 r.iont hs 
and of the city f or 3 months. The bal­
lot lilUst be returned no l ater then 10 
d.ays before the election. The voter 
must be able to read the c onstitutmon 
and write his name. 

Wisconsin: Servicemen need n ot re§ist­
er to vote. The indivie.ual must be a 
resident of the state f or 6 months and 
of th8 district or pricint for t en days 
The FPCA cnrd must be mailed t o the 
Clerk of t he city or t own. 

Californi a: .M...1.y apply by FPCll to the 
CountJ" - Cierk, County of rosidenae. 
Ballot nrust be voted and returned to 
tho Clerk by 5 P.11. t he dcy before the 
election. FPCA will serve .:i. s r er;ist­
ration npplication for those not r eg­
istered. 

ICMa: Send FPCJ~ t o County Clerk or tho 
Cit.'Y nuditor in the pla ce ~ r esid­
ence. You may register by m2il excu~ 
ting the affidavit on the bo.ck of the 
bnllot envelope. Voted bnl.lot must 
reach election officials before t l1e dey 
of the election. 

Virginia: llpp~- to the Secretury oft.he 
State of Richmond or the Sta.to. £3oard af 
elections, Richmm;id Va.. Roeistration 
is not ncccessary for members of the 
lmned Forces. 

West Vireinia: ll1st be a r esident of 1 
the state for one year, nnd of the 
COWlty or IllWlicipali ty 60 days. Tho 
FPCA card must be returned to tllo ·Clerk 
no umer then 30 deys before tho elect­
ion. 

New Mexico: Mail FPCA to the county of 
residency", COWlty Clerk, to obtain ab­
sentee ballot. FPCA IlUlSt reach the 
CJ.erlt 28 days before the election. 
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AWAR DS 
,. 

Below is a ilsi: o:r '11c '.1icvement and 
Service 111J2.rds that have been np;iroved

1 
'dlll'.'ing t he mont h of l..ugust . .(A-Achiev­
mcnt1 ~rvic~) 

} ALPHA ·-filT ·Ted Jackson 
SGT Larry Kendrick 
SP4 Geor ge t'hlrphy 
SP4. Gary Fiel d 
SFl; John Wright 
PFC Hector Maldon~do 
PFC Michael HcNally 
PFC Larry Tomen 
PFC To!TlllW Vestal 
PFC Berry Croy 
PFC Steven Emke s 
PFC Goor ec Hutchings 
PV2 Terry Melvin 
SFC Robert Holden 
filT Rober t Phi ]j_ps 
SP4 J ohn BrncD.ey 
SP4 frilly furrell 
SP4 Michael Gast 
SP4 Dale McEwen. · 
PFC &:lward Haynes 

BRAVO 

lLT Steven Ri[;gs 
SGT Weyne lhch 
SGT Jo.mes Mar t in 
SP4 l;J.ton Brey 
SP4 Domineo Lozada 
PFC 1U1drew Gomez 
PFC Chc.rles Roop 
PFC Dnle Carver 
PFC Danny Canada 

CHJ\.RLIE 

SGT David Fischer 
SGT Stephen Jones 
PFC Jerry Bowlin 
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l s~ Willio.rn .Baa:Dwrieht 
SP4 Doyle Ross 
PFC Hvward Johnson 
PFC Bussell Neyer 
PFC Dm1ny Snider 
PFC Donald Stoffons 
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THE Rh l".N -; ~ . ·~T.-" R· 1 ·~ . ..- V --'-- ._ H ._.. AWARDED TO: 
FIJ.1:21'_,!iIEUTENl~T MiJtCEL LETTRE distinquished himself by except.ion::~ valor~, 
act.i cns on 24 June 1970 while serving as Platoon Leader wit h Compi:my E1 41h 
Battalion Jd Infantry. On that date, Licutennnt Lettre was l eading a combat 
patrol . against a well ~uiped enenzy- force southwest of · Dttc Pho. In . the 
initial phase of the operation, n claymore mine was succes s fu.J.4' employed 
against the insurgents. Realizing the need for further r cccnnaissance of the . 
area, Lieutenant Lottre unhesitatingly moved ~g3inst the cc~tact erca. Upon 
entering the dense vogitated position, he sudC:.~\ 1J.y came under heavy small &nnB 

fire from a location nearby• Reacting immedii..i:';sJ.y and with c.omplete disregard 
for his personal safety,, he r efused to withd~~a;,; fr om his valno!'uble position and 
plnced a devastating volumn of r etiliatory f ire a,gainst the encrqy . Remaining 
exposed to the hostile rounds, ho succeeded in silebcing the insurgents without 
cnd~ering his follow soldiers. Through his timely end courageous a ct i ons, he 
contributed greatzy to the overall success of the mi s sion. 

S'NJ•V SERGEANT JERr. tY L. COLE distinquishcd himself by exccpti ona.11,y valorous, 
actions-ol.1 ll March 1970 while serving with Compnny D1 4th Battalion J d Infant­
ry. On that date,, tho compney 'W.'.l.8 conduc.t:i:Jig rout:i_,no cbtlbat . ope:to.tions near, 
Nhol. Loe when it was assaulted by a :kl rgo eneI!\V force . React inE i mrnedintel y 
and with complete disregard for his mm personal safet y. , Sere;eant 'ol e repeated­
~ exposed himself to the Gnen\y barrage while deployiilg his men and ciirocting 
their fire on several hostile empli:rcemonts, gaining fire superiority over t he 
insurc;onts. ilS the enemy s tarted to withdraw Ser geant Cole bcgm orc;anizing 
tho evacuation of friend.ly casualties. Dcspi te the d<!ngor involved_, ·Sergeant 
Cole n~ain exposed himself to tho enemy rounds while directing t he r.10vement of 
the wounded 600 motors over rug~ed t errain to medical evacuation helicopters . 
Through his timezy and courageous 2ctions_, :)cr gcant Cole was i ns trumental in 
thwarting the cncnzy- attack nnd ser ved a s an inspiration to his entire unit. 

PRIV/.TE FmST C!Ji.SS DOUGIJ.S E. 1..YERS distinquished himself by exceptionnlly val­
orcus actions on 28 JUne 1970 while sorvinr; ns Gl'cnadier with Comp any c,, 4th . 
Bo.tt:ilion )d Infm try. On thnt date, the · company was conducting r out i ng combat 
opor<itione when it was assaultod by an unknown size enemy force . During the 
onsui!1G battle the grenadier in the l ead clement of th0 fricndl;v' forc es cxhuust­
ed h.i.s supp~ of ammunition. Reacting inunediately to tho urgency of tho s i tun~ 
ion,, Priva te a\vcrs rushod forwurd throueh the hostile baITnge to .n s trntcgic 
position. Unhueitntinl.~~ oncng!Dg t ho inBUrGents with highly effec tive fire , 
he euccoodod in siloncinc sovcral ono1iw emplacement s and for cing tho ho~tilo 
olemont from tho nron. Throue;h his tir.io:cy Md courngcOUS D.Ctions , Pri V.:!tC uycrs 
was instrur11entnl. in thworting the enoJ1\V nttack nnd served .:\s an inspirnti on 
to hie Olltiro unit. 
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APO SAN .FR.AWCISCO 96217 

MAIL YOUR 

N'eweaheet 

Homa Now 

ll'old 1n thirds vertic~ 1 then staple or tape at ti1e edge 
1Sorry,, doee not qualify as free mail. 
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