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ALPHA HITS IT BIG BRAVO NETS

Four AK-L7's, one RPG Lancher with RPG's,and 300 - A surprise sighting
Chi Com grenades made up the bulk of the items con= rccently aided the Infante
fiscated when the 11lth drigade Mountainmmen netted rymen of the Amcrical Div-
8ix NVA in one days action while operating 9 miles isionts 1lth Brigade as the
south east of Fire Support Base San Juan Hill. Mountainmen netvcd one VC

Set up on a well used trail alcnz a ridgeline; while on combat opcrations
one NVA carrying an AK~-L7, 50 rounds of AK ammunite five miles south of fire
ion and food, walkcd into an carly ambush set up by  Support Basc San Juan Hill,

the Third Platoon of Alpha Compony, Lth  Battalion, Patroling the top of a
3d Infantry. "We heard movement ecoming down the ridgeline  for possible
trail toward our location, so when the NVA entered night ambush positions the
our kill zone, we blew the claymore.' reported Serg- members of Bravo Corparny
eant George Larsh (Pontiac, itiche)e The arca was Lth Battalion 3d Infantry
reconned with M-79 and hand grenades before being  spotted two V6 L0O meters
enbercds The lone NVA was found dead on the trail = from their location in tle
and confiscated from the scene were +the items he rice paddics  belawe "We

carricde : had not found any signe of
. With numerous signs of activity in the immediate area, so spotting the
eneny activity in the area two VC was an unexpected surprisc to use" Teported

amother ambush was set wup Scrgeent Richard Sumpter (Shady Side, *#inryland)e
further down the trail, an Making the sighting while still high on the ridge-
" ambush which, eventually linc the platoon quickly moved down to lowcr ground
was to net the mountainmen for better firing positions.  Sensing the oppars=
‘five morec NVA before the ont dongar one VC began @vading into ©the nearest
day was upe woedline, this foreced the platoon to cpen fire
The Third Platoon did corlicr then antisipatcds  Placing. effcctive  fire
not see action again until i) 60 ohd M=79 rounds into the arca, onc VO was
* late that same afternoon scén lying in the rice paddies belowe
when voiccs were again The Platoon immediately movcd down the ridge-
' heard moving down the trail = 1liBe to check out the area of contacte IMoving in
 toward the awaiting infant-= cautiously the men found One dead VC with no gigns
“ rymen's  location. We  of the one cvading VCe The daad VC carried nothing
thought there m.re only two of velue. Tho Platoon again moved back up tho ridg-
(Conte on Pg. 3 Col 2) oline to continue their search for ambush locationse
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THE OLD GUARD: APROUD HERITAGE

The history of the Third Infantry mirrors the growth and development of our
nation. Its colors have flown valiantly in virtually every war the notion  has
waged from the &merican Revolution to the Vietnam Conflict. The Third Infante
ry's flag carries thirty-nine battle streamers earned by its magnificent record
of bravery in actione '

_Ulder then the Constitution, the Third Infantry, of which you are a part,
first saw action in 1794, when under the Command of General "Mad Anthony" Wayne
they defeated the Indians at the battle of fort Rocovery in Chios = During th’e
War of 1612, the Third Infantry fought at Chippwa, Lundy's Lane, and Canadae
"}I}he year 18’.’;0, saw the Third Infantry engaged in thc arduous duty of the Indian
1ol e

In 1846, there followed the War with Mexico, in which the Third Infantry
distinquished itsclf by valiant action not cxcceded by any other Regiment, The
greatest victory of the war was the Regiments assault and capture of the Fort of
tiontereys Because of its gallant and vital part in the campaign the capture of
Mexico City was the resulte Becausc of its success in storming the  hoavily
defended heights of Chapultepec with fimed bayonets, the Third Infaniry was acce
orded the honor of marching at the hcdd of the colwm when the victorious Army
made its triumphant entry into the Citye As the Third Infantry approached, Gene
eral Winfield Scott removed his hat and twrning.to’ the ncmbers of his s"oa.f,.f sald
Gentlemen take off your hats to the "Old Guard" of the Army." It was the "“uid
Guard" that the Regiment has becn kmown and honored as throughout the Army sincc
that times

In Texas, in 1860, the Regiment preparcd to return to the north when the
clouds of the Civil War lowered in 1861l. From Texas the fegiment traveled east
to arrive in time to participate in the first Battle of Bull Run, It also
fought in Gettysburg, llanasses, Antietam, fredricksburg, and Chanccllorsvilles
Although reduced in strength to about 200 men and Officers, the Old Guard was
present at the surrcnder of General Lec ot Appomattox in April, 1865

In 1898, the years of comparative quiect ended as the battle-rcady unit was
the first Regiment ordered to Cuba when the War with Spain broke oute The Old
Guard was also sent to the Philipines where it saw action in the Philipine
Insurrection. In March of 1945, the Third Infantry was attached to the 106th
Divisione The Old Guard raccd across Germany corraling thousands of prisoncrs in
the final drive to victory against the Axis Powers,

During November of 1946 the unit was deactivated, until April of 1948, when
it was roactivated at an impressive cerimony on the U.S. Capitol Plaza., It was
at this time, in keeping with thc tradition and glory of the Old Guard that it
received the assigmaent of guarding the heart of our homeland, the Nation's
Capitols During the next decade the Third Infontry assumed the duties of Scrve
ing as personal cscort to Prcsidents of the United States; marching as lcad
element in Inagurals, Armed Forces and other parades, Guarding the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldicr; planning and coordinating State Fumerals and participating  in
arrivials and departures for American and [oreign Dignitariese .

In “-uﬁ:st of 1966, the Lth Battelion 3d Infantry was activated at Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii, as part of the ncwly formed 1lth Infantry Brigade, for deploy=
ment to combat in the Republic of Victname The Battalion arrived in Vietnam on
15 December 1967. Since that time we have made an enviable rccord for oursclves
in battle. We have participated in oxercises with the 196th and 198th Infantry
Brigades and the Battalion holds the Brigade record for finding the lorgest wea-
pons cache to date, 13l individual and crew-scrved weaponSe
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i TIME IS RUNNING QUT

On Hovember 3d, General elecctions
will be held in all 50 states of our
Nation. Serving in the Republic of
Victnam isolates ecach of us from  the
politics taking place in our own rese
pective Statce Voting however, is &
richt garanteecd to all servigemen no
Mer~

bers of the Armed Forcoes may vote by

‘absentec ballot if they are 21 yecars

of age and a resident of the State for
one year, this requirment will very,
from State to States

Servicemen may use the Federal
Post Card Application for Lbsentec Bale
lot (FPCA) in order to cbtain absentce
ballot and registered to vote, along
with other information and requirmmnise
Generally scnt to the County Clerk or

Repistrar of Votcrs in the city of rese .

idencys an absentee ballot will be 1Ce
turned to you along with information
on thc canidatcse

Further infurmation and the FPCA
may be obtained from your Battalicn Vo=
ting Officcr, 1Lte. Recd As  Simaons ot

Battalion S1 or inquire through your
Company Voting Officer.
Democracy is built on the ability

of the goverment to function by conscnt
of the Governed. The power of cach /me
crican is cxpressed at the voting booth
or by an absentee ballot, That is
wherc the goverment beginse Tiie is

. running out, If you haven't voted yet

‘be sure to dbtain your absentee ballOte
Don't put off today what you .wouldntt

- want to lose tomorrow.

To obbtain a ballot the,requirments for

~ a few states arc as follows---

(Continued on Pge 4 Bole 1)
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NVA coming since we heard only two
people talking, so we only detonated
one claynores" said Scrgeant James
Rippl (Ncenah, Wise)s The arca was
again recomned with M=79 and hmnd
grenades before being entercd by the
men. With good security out on the
trails the men ecautiously entered tha
ai'cae To the surprise of most, not
two but four NVA were found spaced five
meters apart on the trails "We thought
there were only a couple of NVA so it
was a surprise to sec how wmch danage
the one claymore actually dide" rcporte
ed PFC Gordon Pooley (Jackson Heights ,
New York)e Confiscated from the four
NVA were two AK=47's, one RPG lancher
with RPG's, Charges and fuscs,30 ChiCon
grenades, and 26 one pound cxplosivese
Another claymore was sct up near the
bodies in hopes that their companions
would be around,

The arrival of the victinm!s cohort
was sooner then expected however, when
Staff Scrgeant Stophen Jones (Kokano ,
Ind.) and two other members of the
Platoon, pulling security snotted and

engaged another NVA moving dowm . the
trail in their directione, This final

action resulted in one NVA ldlled, and
another [K-l7 confiscatede

OLD GUARD

LTC PHILIP GRIMH co
1LT REED STMIIONS S1
SPL JAMES TABATA EDITCR

This newsshect is published weckly
under thc supervision of S1 L4th Bne 3d
Infe, fmerical Division, /PO 96217 as
an authorized publicatione Views and
opinions expresscd hercin do Rot "nocw
ccssarily represent those of the Depare
tment of the frmye. /LNF, ARPS, and Co-
maand Information uscde
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TAKE MIL/RTA PILL
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VOTING conr.

Continued from page 3

Ma%.land: Must be a resident of +the
tate one year and of the county or
city for six monthse The ballot must

be returned to the elerk no later then
10 days before the clectione

Maine: Must be a resident for 6 months
and of the city for 3 monthse The bale
lot rmust be returned no later then 10
daays before the elections The woter
must be able to read the constitution
and write his namee

Wisconsin: Servicemen neced not registe
cer to votes The individual must be a
resident of the state for & months and
of the district or pricint for ten days

3 The FPCA card must be mailed to  the

Clerk of the city or towne

California: May apply by FPCA to the
Counly - Clerk, County of residences

Ballot must be voted and returned +to
the Clerk by 5 PuM. the day before the
electione FPCA will serve as registe
ration application for those not rcge
istereds

Iowa: Send FPCA to County Clerk or tho
city auditor in the place 6f reside

ences You may register by mail excums
ting the affidavit on the back of the
ballot envelope. Voted ballot st

reach election officials before the day
of the clectione

Virginias JApply to the Secrctary ofthe

atc of Richmond or the State Board o
elections, Richmond Vaes Registration
is not neccessary for members of the
famed Forcese

West Virginia: IMust be a rcsident of,
the state for one ycar, and of the
County or municipality 60 days. The
FPCA card must be returncd to ‘tho Qlerk
no laber then 30 days before thc clecte
ione -

New Mexico: Mail FPCA to the county of
residency, County Clerk, to obtain abe
sentee ballote FPCA rmst rcach the
Clerk 28 days before the elecctions
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Service lwerds that have been approve
during the month of laguste

AWARDS

Below is a list of fichievement and

ment, SwService)

; ALPHA

SGT

Ted Jackson

SGT Larry Kendrick

. 8P4 George Murphy

SPL. Gary Ficld

SFly

PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PFC
PW2
SFC
SGT
SPL
SPYy
SPL
SPL,
PIC

John Uright
Hector Maldonado
Michael McNally
Larry Tomen
Tommy Vestal
Berry Croy
Steven Emkes
George Hutchings
Terry Mclvin
Robert Holden
Robert Philips
John Bradley
Billy Barrell
Michael Gast
Dale McBEwen -
Edward Haynes

BRAVO

1LT

Steven Riggs

SGT Wayne Bach

SGT

James lMartin

SPL Alton Bray

SPL

Domingo Lozadd

PFC /ndrew Gomez
PFC Charles Roop
PFC Dale Carver
PFC Danny Canada

CH/ARLIE

SGT David Fischer

SGT Stephen Jenes

PFC Jerry Bowlin

SPl William Baatwright
SPly Doyle Ross

PFC Howard Johnson
PFC Russell lMeyer

PFC Danny Snider

PFC Donald Steffens
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BEEERONZE STAR IS AWARDED TO:

FIRST LIEUTENANT M4RCEL LETTRE distinquished himself by exceptionally valorous,
acticns on 2l June 1970 while serving as Platoon Leader with Compony E, Lth
Battalion 3d Infantry. On that date, Licutenant Lettre was leading a combat
patrol against a well equiped enemy force southwest of Duc Phoe In .the
initial phase of the operation, a claymore mine was succcssfully employed
against the insurgents. Realizing the nced for further recc¢nnaissance of the
area, Lieutenant Lettre unhesitatingly moved apzinst the ccentact =rca, Upon
entering the densc vegitated position, he sudc=ily came under heavy small @ms
fire from a location nearby. Reacting immediz“cly and with complete disregard
for his personal safety, he refused to withdras from his valnerable position and
placed a devestating volumn of retaliatory fire against the ecnemy, Remaining
exposcd to the hostile rounds, he succeeded in silehcing the insurgents without
endangering his fellow soldierse, Through his timely and couragcous actions, he
contributed greatly to thc overall success of the mission,

STAI SERGEANT JER(Y L. COLE distinquished himsclf by exceptionally valorous,
actions on 11 March 1970 while serving with Company D, Lth Battalion 3d Infant-
ry. On that date, the company was conducting routinc combat operations ncar,
Nhol Loc when it was assaulted by a large enemy forces Reacting immediately
and with complete disregard for his own personal safety, Sergeant “olc rcpcatcd=
ly exposed himsclf to the cnemy barrage while deploying his men and dirccting
their fire on scveral hostile emplaeecments, gaining fire superiority over  the
insurgents. As the cnemy started to withdraw Scrgeant Cole began organizing
the evacuation of fricndly casualtics. Despite the denger involved, —Sergeant
Cole again cxposed himself to thc enemy rounds while directing the movement of
the wounded 600 meters over rugred terrain to medical evacuation helicopterse
Through his timely and courageous actions, Scrgeant Cole was instrumontal in
thwarting the enemy attack and served as an inspiration to his cntire unite

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DOUGLAS E. AYERS distinquished himself by exceptionally val=
orous actions on 28 June 1970 whilc sorving as grenadicr with Company C,  Ltb.
Battalion 3d Infmtry. On that date, the company was conducting routing combat
operations when it was assaulted by an unknown size enemy  forcce During the

ensuing battle the grenadier in the lcad clement of thc friendly forces cxhaust-

ed his supply of amunition. Reacting immediately to the urgency of the situate
ion, Privato &ycrs rushced forward through the hostile barrage to & 'strau.:gglc

position. Unhositatingly cngoging the insurgents with highly ecffcctive f:_f'o,

he succceded in sileneing scveral enamy cmplacements and forcing the hostile

clement from the arca. Through his timely and couragcous actions, Privata". syers

was instrumental in thwarting the enemy attack and served as an  inspiration

to his entire unite
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