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12 Nov 1970 • 
ALPHA DOI NG 

IT'S THING 
Infantrym~n of i;he 2Jd Infantry Division's 11th One VG 1·il!S r ec ently 

Brigade recently used artillery and unships to killed a s two members of 
their advantage as they met heavy r Gsistance enter- Alpha ComJc:ny 4th Battalion 
ing an ene?l\Y base camp 9 miles northwest of Fire Jd Inf2nt1~1 joined 6 AJtVN ' s 
Support Base San Juan Hill. ' ··. in springi ng m ambush on 

. The men of the First Platoon of Delta Company 27 VC, five miles s outhwest 
4th Battalion Jd Infantry found the bodies of 3 NVA of Chu LDi.. 
killed by artillery after their third try to enter Aft e r a c ordon and 
the cne?l\Y camp was successful. s earch of <l village in 

Che hour after their combat assault into the which 22 VC suspects were 
516 ValJ,cy tho First Platoon c ame into contact when extracted, Alphc Corrpany 
their Platoon Sergeant, Sergeant Leo Minor (Wichita, withdrew to t he hi gh gr ound 
Kansas) entered the ari:.a in which the camp was loc- for the night. N1 o.mbush 
ated,.· "There were signs of fresh ene?l\Y activity all wcs planned with the ARVN 1s 
the way up this mountain. They had the trail booby- end t wo volunteers from 
trapp1;;d as I almost set off · ; .·. · Alpha Corap any Dcting es a 
one,' however luckily the connnunica tions link with the c orapany Special-
trip wire wris spotted,," re- ist Four Steven Graham (Madres, O.rogon) and 
ported PFC Roger Carr Specialist lour Oliver Hard.in ( Corsocona , Texas ) 
(Dover, New Hampshire) we.re the two volunteers" as t he ei ght raan ambush 
pointman of thu First Plat- moved out just after sundown to tho s el ected ambush 
oon,. Moving hcar£:r to the sight just outside the village. "We were in c::mbush 
cnmp tho man began meeting · only an hour when WE: spotted 27 VC heading pest us 
resistance·, first by small into tho villngo. 11 reporte;d Specialist Hardin, 
arms, thon by command dot- "The ARVN•s said to wait, . for they would bo return-
onatEid mines along tlw ing from the villar;e soon :md we could ambush them 
trail cntoronce. The fire on the way out. 30 minutes later all 27 VC c runo out 
fight was on as thq men nnd headed toward our location. We blc.M tho clay-
co'uld not penetrate ' the mores .:md openncd up with M-16 Is <'.nd M-79 Is." Tho 
perimeter. . . PuJ.ling back VC were [l lso preparE:d o~ r e turn ~ fire wns rec ei ved 
artillocy and gunships were alon~ with B-40 !lockets. After th0 ensuing fire 
called into the D.r&a, but fight tho element . drew back <::nd 1·/~ S r ocnforood by 
(\Jont. on :Pg. •J, Col. 2 ). (Continued on p<l{;O 3 Co1Ul1111 ·2) 
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, THE· MAIL SERVI CE ., 
_ With the ensuing Monsoon seas on, unavoidable delays in t he m j_l deliv0ry. c.m 

be expected on occasio~, To promoto a better understcnding of the .r.iai l system 
and to preclude unnecessary compliaints· a ecn<~r<Jl discription .of the processing 
of mail between tho Continentil- United States and u.s. Arrrry pors·onnel in Mi.lit• 
ary Rogian ig Ro~ublic of Vietnam, is provided. · · 

Lott?r. and p~cel mail, which includos pa.reel airmail, parcol airlif t (PAL) 
spaco avai+iblo -mail (I.AM), and surface (Fourth Claas ), is f orwo.r ded from l etter 
boxos and local. post offices bY r ugular ·u.s. Post Office me ans t o one of two 
Postal concentration centers (PCC). Tho PCC in Seattle · r Gcei voe mai l or i g­
inating in tho northern half of the United States and the one in San Frnnci sco 
rccoivcs Southern originated mail. 

A ~1itary Mail Terminal is loc~ted at onch of the PCC•s. Hore t ho mail i s 
transfered tu Military mail channels and scpara1;.e9. by serving APO 111.umbcr. After 
breakd~m, all mail, except surface (Fourth Class) in.ail .is forwar ded by c ommer c­
ial air, via . . Hawaii , ·or .. Jap.:i.n, to RVN• Letter mail and parcel airmail always have 
priority over the other mnil cntegories. iJ..l such mail . destined for MIU arrives 
at Da Nmig ~rbase on four or .five daily .flights and is · off-luaded at the Aeri al 
Mail Terminal (AMT), a U.S. ict'.r force f acility. 

Surface parcels are transported to RVN via c ontainer ship. Such Mail, add­
ressed to personnel in MR-11 arrives at Deepwater Pier_, .. Da Nung , cipproximateJ.y 
twice a tionth. The mail is then transportod by Se a-Land Ven t o Da Nang AMT. 
i~t tho .AMT,, the r.iail is i:;eparutod f or transshippont t o the ii.PO' s in MR-1. All 
nwil is shipped by air1 under idonl c onditmons to distant APO•s. Jin average of 
two nlllil flights each dny serves Phu Bai1 Hue, and l.ihu ·Lai APO•s, and one flight 
each dey to Quan~ Tri,, Dong . Ha, Quang Ngai, Ql'ld ~c Pho. · The MACV 'l'raff ;i.c, 
Continued on pago 4 Column l) 

Chap/01ns 
ltlthvueh I have b€:en with t he Old 

Guard on4t" a few woeks, I have been 
eratified by the reception I have re­
c oi ved by each unit plus by the men on 
San Juan Hill and Brnnc o. Tho orily t;I1• 

· ·coopcrat;i.vo one has been tho weatherman 
who has produced an abundcnt share of · 
misery for everyone. . 

iV3 I understand the Chaplains task 
in a 1.Uli t like ours, . is to be avllilible 
to everyone who seuks help. Che thing 
which needs to be noted is that I have 
no J!UlgiC buttons to push; compasGionate 
·roassignmcnt button, harJship discharge 
·button, or out of the field button;, 
but I am eager to discuss any are a t:Jf 
problems and I 'Will c:lv so in the 
st11i.Dtesi of c0nr:1.dlonce. 

I :aeo tho Chaplains job as · three · 
.fol~J ~rat,ha is a cler~ attempt--· 
ing to .br,ing man to God and Uoct to man. 
He is equiped t.o make-. avai U b1c all of 
(eontinued on 4lib8 next column) 
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Corner 
the ministrntions of hi s church t o men 
wherev~r they are loc~ted . S c ond, he 
is a counselor. i"bny problcm5 are · not 
religiously oriented, but need a sym­
pathetic nnd objectivo ear. 'lhe Chap­
lain can provide this~ and give advise 
from his background <ll'ld expc:'ri ence • 
Third, the Chaplain is a Staff Off icer, 
serving on the special staff of the 
ConunandinG Officer,, It is his functi on 
here . to ' advise t~1e. . Commam'.linc ~ Of f­
icer in are as of Religion, . morale; ~d 
morality as these are aff ected by 
religion., I intend t o functi on as 
effectively as possiblo in 'each of 
these areas. 

/igain, it is eood to serve w:l, th 
the 4th Battnlion )d Infantry. I am 
looking f or-ward t o meeting ...as many as 
possible in the coming months. · ' 
God Bless& 
Robert T, Belton 
Battalion Ch@ln.iJ2 



.. TIPPY CANOE ANO-­

BECHDEL TOO 
Up the creek -without a k~ak is 

like ~ Grunt in the field without his 
weapon to Specialist Four Les Baohdai 
{State College, Pa.) of Alpha Company 
4th Battalion Jd Infantry. Sp_ecialist 
Bechdel c omos to the Old Guard as the 
four time National White ~ater Canoeing 
and K~aking Champion .. 

A young sport, white watering wLls 
developed in Europe .after World Var II, 
and came to the lbit8d States in the 
1950ts1 after which the first race · was 
held on the . Branczywin~ River in Dela­
wnre in the Spring of 1958. The Com­
pcti ti vc form of · the sport developed 
from the cruising -fDrm of., recreational 
boating. Tpe slalom race. is as if you 
droped a skiing slalom into, the middle 

. of a river bed1 letting the snow melt 
into a raging rapid full of hidden 
boulders, crushing waves, whirlpools, 
and tricky cross currents. The object · 
of white water slalom is to paddle 
between, sets of poles that arc hilllg 
from wires stretched over a set of 
rapids. Two poles constitute a gate 
on a slalom course. 

Asked to de.scribe a slalom course 
Sp...:cialist Bechdcl replied, llThe gates 
arc placed so that the canoe ,._ or, · kayak 
must go sideways, forwards , or back­
wards through · the rapids. If you tou-eh 
ony of the gate;:s a ·certain ainoilllt of 
penalt;)? time is added to your total 
ruilning time. So, you ar~ racing not 
only against the cloclt but 9).so trying 
to keep a clean run and keep from up­
setting all at the sam~ . t~e. 11 

Interes.t beGan building up when 
Specialist ~chdel ·worked with canoes 
while in Explorer Scouting. Workin~· 
individually, ~pecialist Bechdel enter­
ed meets sponsored by the National Whi-

... te v/ator Association. In 1963 at the 
· age of 15 Specialist Bechdol was 

choosen to represent the United Statc.s 
in the World Championships in Spittal, 
Austria; the yuungost competitor ever 
to participate in the Lforld Champion­
sllipa. In 1966 and in 1968 Specialist 
Bochdcl won tho National Championships 
for the two-man canoe, and in 1967 the 
(Cont. ,,on pr;. 4, Column 1) 

. ALPHA 
a C)quad of . the Fourt h Plct.oon l oad bJ 
Sort:;eant L"irst Class Frank Reynolds 
(Columbus 1 Ga., ) • The next mor ninG the 
Company moved Jown t o search the vill.­
age and f oillld one dead VC five met ers 
in front of the ambush position . Quest­
i oning the villagers it was ·l earned 
that 7 mor e VC were carried off during 
the night, 2 of which wer e dead. 

Two days later the · men of Alpha 
Company returned t o the s ame villae;e 
after being advised by t he ARVN's t hat 
the VC would be r cturnint; t o t he 
l ocatiun. Enterinc t he villa~e 3 VG 
were spotted and cnr; ar~ed with M-16 
fire. Che VC was killed and two even 
thoueh wounded escaped throllbh t he 
thick brush which surrounded the 
villageo During t he operation Alpha 
Company had c omfirmed 2 VC killed and 
an lUlJetermined number wounde . 

DELTA FiNOS 3 ce>Nr 
being late evuninc 2nother · assault 
on the crunp was not atte~tcd . &.rly 
the next morning anvthor try was made 
bµt heavy r esistance was me t aeain s o 

•. ,~n~the:P-~ry strike wc:is c<llled in 
to the ar ea. Tr-yin[ t o find anot her 
entrunce · into th9 cc:rap, t he Plat oon 
moved 600 meters di ac;onally al nc side 
of the moillltain to j oin up with the CP 
Er oup. ~r om this ~oint the · platoon 
entered the camp fr om tho. opposite side 
meotine no r usistance -uhatsoever . 
"The last rounds of artillery did a 

. r; r.eat j ub landing rieht in t he middle 
of their perimeter," r eplied PFC Carr, 
"We set uut good s ecurity and moved in 
t o s earch tht1 camp. 1hree NVA wer e 
found killed by nrtillcry. 1J.l weapons 
packs and other ossuntial articles mus t 
have been c.:irried nway by the others 
after tho artillery started comint; in. 11 
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All that wns f ound in the canp was 
pµnchos, cloths 1 food, and an NV A 
Ofricers belt found on one of the dend o 
·m items were evacunt..,d and the 
clomunt mov~d on in soarch of tho evad­
ing NVl1.. 



KAYAKING 
Nationals for both two-rnrui c.:moo and 
ano-man kayak. In 1967 he nr;ain re­
presented the United States in t he 
World Charrpionships at Lipno, , Uz0chos­
lovakia,, and in 1969 nt .auorc st. 
Maurice,, t'rDnce plncing 34th vut of 86~ 
and 21st out of a field of 12.8 rcspoct­
ive:cy. With all the championships and , 
training to occupy his time, Spocmalist 
Bechdel still found time t o ·work his 
way throut;h collei;e and· earned a BA in 
Histvry from Penn State University. 

:lp1::cialist &chdel r ecently app• 
cared in the June 1970 issue of Sports 
Illustrutea when the magazine ran an 
ar.ticle on the 1969 World Whi tc Water 
Championships in trance, 

11It is une of the fastest growing 
sp0rts in thu United States nnd has 
beon--accepted by the O:tympic Fcderntion 
for the OJ.ymJics to ·be held in Munich; 
G1;;rmany in the fall of 1972. 'I'hnt will 
civo mo l ess then a year t o prepare and 
ect en the U.S. Team fr0m the time I 
E'l'S. 11 ad.led Specialist Bechdel. 

MAIL SERVf CE 
Management Agency (TMA) is respondsible 
for coordinating in-country ·transport 
ation of mail. APO' s in the AaNang area. 
pick up all their · mail by truck, · dir­
ect'.1¥ from the 1.;.MT several times eaoh 
day~ 

' 11,t the l\PO•s, the mail is· spearat­
ed b;y their -unit and/or installation. 
Unit or installation mail sections tben 
pick up their mail from the APO' s by · 
truck, or in some cases, by helicopter~ 
~,id transport it to their mail rooms. 
~here~ the mail is separated for dis­
tribution, usual.3¥ twice dail\v1 tJ,i.rough · 
duty sections or direct]¥ to t he ind­
ividual• 

The processing of mnil originated 
b;y personnel in MR-1 is esscntu<lll.¥ a 
reverse of the above pFoceduros • The 
onzy exception is that nan-letter mail 
ie not handled by unit lbr installation 
JllElil room,, but 1s·ma:Ued. tbroue;h.ppstal 
serviue windows operated by krrf'U postal 
unit personnel. 

•. Hoodling time for letters from 
. . gaius to a unit in MR-1, under ideal 

conditions varies from 6 to 7 days. 
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ITS YOUR FUTURE 
THE MOST I.MPORTAUT THINGS ARE 

PROVIDED IN iJ~ 11.RMY Cl~E&l. BUT WH.AT 
ABOUT I N- CIVILil.N LIFE? 

Would yuu GOt.... · 
Garento0d pay chock 
.l!:xtra cash f or special assignments 
Allowc:inces f or living quarters 

And ~t no extrz cost •• · •• 
Fuod 
Col t hing 
Medical Care 
Rotiromont Equity 
Survivor s beni f i ts 
Legal Counsel or 
&lucation 
J·ob traininG 
Trav(:; l 
Recren~ional F.::icilitios.; 
30 days paid vacati on pius passes 
Retirement inc ome affor. 20 or 30 
years. ·. 

' You cc:in choose f r om over 20Q _ cliff -
er cnt opportunities when yvu r eenlist. 
'Ibe traininr:; you ·want ••••• t he j b you 
want ••• t he duty station you w~t . 1-ny 
one of them can be yours' if you qual­
ify fDr an openninc . 

FOR ALL THt; I NFORMhTI ON SEE YOUR 
i<'RI ENDLY C:l.REER comJSELOR SSG JOHNSCN 
l•T BATTi:.LICIN Sl ••••• •• • TOD.!...Y . 

OLD GUARD 
LTC IJ.B&'tT col.ST 
lLT R&:D SI!1i10NS 
SP4 . JJMEs Tid3iS A 

co 
S1 

EDI TOR 

This newssheot is published weekJ.¥ 
under tho supervision of Sl 4th 1h . 3d 
Inf" ll Bde.; 23d Infantry Division 
it.PO 96217; as _an aut.horizcd unofficial 
public ation. 'ilisws and opinions ox~ 
pressed her ein do not nccessariJ.¥ re~ 
prosent thwso of t he :'epart man t of t he, 
.Arrriy 1 JJU>S1 .JiNF, nnd Conuncnd Inforillllt ­
ion used. \ 

Telephone P0inter Hear Sl 
Public~tiun is mime0t~rl\l)hcd 
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