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Two Silver Stars, 11 · Distinguished lLT Bristow' s craft pressed for more 
Flying Crosses, and eight Air Medals altitude, and then came a fateful 
with 11 \71' dcvico · for valor were pre- lurching sens.-ition--fl.:uncs 'started 
sented by Amc rical Division Deputy sprc.:i.ding throue;h the helicopter-they 
Commander Brigadiur Gem:! ral Wnllace L. h 1d b0e n hit, 
Clement at award c c.: rcmonios 11 .:.;ld a t Crm-1 and passeng ers placed weapons 
the 176th Assault Hclicopts;r Company fire into tho enemy position while LT 
maintenance ramp, Chu l.1i,RVN on Hc:,r. Bristow ,1.tt cmpt cd to 1.:1.nd the burning 
26, 1969, the l -:1.rgcst number of 11 im- chopper in the nc'lrcst possible place. 
pact" awards ever given by tho J\mcricnl Co-pilot· W,:i.rre.nt Officer Paul E. Lent, 
Qi vision for a single action. Richmond Springs, N. Y. radioed two 

It was 1755 hours, Mar. 19, 1969-- distre ss calls, giving call sign and 
First Lieut en mt William D. Bristow, loca tion. · 
Alhambra, Calif., aircraft coinrnander As 14th CAB aircraft number 516 
of a 14th Combat Avi:J.tion Batt.J.lion touchud · ground, fl.-:uncs were lapping 
Hu<.;y II slick" had· b..:en flying resupply the cockpit; the m0dcvac patient, 
missions in support, of Amcr:lcal g round pass <.mgers :cmcJ crew evacuated tqc ship 
units opc r.:i.tine · nv,1.r Tien Phou9. a s its fuel cell exploded-the·· Huey 

Bristow had h auled some food and II slick" burnud like an inf crno • . 
ammunition and picke d up a. mcdeva.c on Approaching . d.J.rknoss · added a nete 
the last sortie of the day.. As the of fea r to the .stranded men. J;r:i-stow 
aircraft c~ITl!Jk1nde;r Cffi(! re; cd ·from the che ckc cl wen.pons a nd ammunition · that 
remote landing zone, a wt1.iting enemy would s ecure their dofonsu--an M-16 
dirocted heavy automatic wuapons fir e rifle with J5 shclls,and a .38 caliber 
at the chopper. pistol with 20 rounds. 

Private First Class Robert Wilhelm, WOl L0nt 1 s call for help was luckily 
'Tolley, N. C., the Huey crew chief, a nd r:ionitorcd by another ,::i.ircraft and the 
Specialist Four Boyd L. Kcttlc ,Durango, ml.is s 1.gc w,.s rela yed to the 176th As-
Colo., doorgunnor, r esponsively bcg:in s ·rnJt Helico pte r Comp:=my opor.'.l'.tions. 
suppressing the hostilu fire with Two 176th AHC "Muske t" gunships and 

_t_h_c_i_r_M_-_6_0_m_a_c_h_in_c_g_u_n_s_. ____________ ... __ ( Cont inuod · next page) _______ _ 
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rvl P A C T 
two "Minutemn11 slicks, .:ilroady air-· 
borne, immediately flew town.rd the . 
crash area. Meanwhile, Major Ron'ild C •. : 

.. Met.calf, Hickory, N. C. commanding off­
ie er of the 176th AHC, departed 11Min-
11tcman Pad" in a recovery aircraft 
with m.1.intcn1.nce :1.nd medic'll personnel 
aboard. 

At 1830 hours there were three 
" 1tinutenun11 sli~ks and two 11Muslcct 11 

; · mships orbiting tho downed nircraft. 
'.; ... •:•1,w ground fire incro;:i.s,:d as tha 
:; ·1,.: .1pcrs inched towarja the: burning 
11L1 1 /) U ,,, ... ~ . 

i-hjor Metcalf• s first impression was 
ttn.t i1=:- :me could h:.vc surviv\'.::d the 
~.,n~~.i n;; a .i.rcraft, but instructed pilf"lt 
,:::-J ,J ., , ,•7 W. lkn.1-1.n, Wooster, Ohio, to 
;_;;; 1r.. bic 11 Husktlt 11 gunship light fire 
·:- .:.m ov,1r the arc,1. to look for suni­

;:o:: s. Several passes ovc.::r the stretch 
of land surrounding the eras~ site re-

. vo·:.1.lcd nothing, .:i.nd the gunship team 
temporarily divertc.'Cl from the area to 
p:rovide cover for .:i. ground p,-itrol thn t 
h.:-id been amhush ed while at tempting to 
secure the downed ship. 

When the 176th ABC guns~ips returned 
t,J the cr:1sh site, they f-'lilcd to dis­
cover ::my trace of tho downed crew Rnd 

. p•~sscngcrs. Hope w:.ts dw:l ndling whGn 
11Muskdt 11 aircraft coll'Uil:.mdcr, WOl Rich-

·.-ard K. McLean, Mi::uni, Fla., exclaimed 
what he had first thought W.'.ls a muzzle 
flash of a. woopon, was :tctually a 
strobe light • 

Co-pilot of burning 11 516, 11 WOl Lent, 
h,1.ci spotted--. tho rescue ships ma.king 
1.Qw p1sses over the crash site, from 
~ich tho stranded group h~d mov8d 
about 75 motors ~way to the cover of­
fered by a hedgerow. Lent h-id used L1' 

:~~istow1 s strobe anct crawl0d into the 
middlo of Ill. rice paclcfy where he lay on 

T lJ.E. 
iliows :i.nd orinions o:pre~sod in tho 
:!'ALCON 1.r0 not nl-Ceu~.r~rily thoso oftho 
kp-irtr..1ont of the i,rr:.:.y. THE F'i~LL:ON is 
ln ~uthorized bi-weekly public1tion,ro­
leased by the 16th Comb1.t A v i a t ion 
Jroup Infonn~tion Office, Chu L.'li 1 Rvr~ 
Aro SF 96374. The c'Clitor reserves the 
right to edit all contributions to THE 
?ALCON. 

~~nding Officer-
Colonel H.::i.nz K. Drucner 

Wormation Officer-
. 1st ,Licuten1.nt F .R. Volkwcin 

~itor-
Speciru.ist Five G~r"J.d S. H~rris 

AW AR D s (CONT'D) 
his back and directed tho blinld.ng 
beam of light at tho gunships overhead. 

WOl Bruce W. Sh<iffcr, ·w:1.ehington, 
D.C., a "l-1inutcmm11 slick pilot, on 
monitoring tho convers1tion about tho 
strobe, immedi~tcly volunteered to ex­
tract tho crash victims. Major Metcalf 
quickly organiz~d the three slicks and 
gunship tcQ.ffi and WOl Sh(lff er begn.n a 
high ovcrhc1.d appr:ioch to the flicker­
ing strobe. 

Ae ho doscondod through the intens­
ifying enomy fire, 176th AHC C<Jmmc• . ..11der 
Metcalf, flying hie" slickll like u g..in•­
ship, followe:d behind Sh-1ffcr Lo .Land 
cover•· WOl G,1ry L. Willi,1.l'?ls, Fh,,B:fr~::, 
Ariz., swooped in as lhjor }btcn.U' 1 s 
wingm:i.n. 

As WOl Sh•·;ffcr landed, 11 51611 c.,1.•c·•;r.11-m 
WOl lent .:-tnd SP4 Kettle hus1:.~1.nd ljhc 
other fiv8 crr.tsh survivors iato t.he 
rescue cr,:1ft. 1(mt d.:.i.rtcd for the 
waiting cl·1o!;per :tmong a hail of bul­
lets; 11 Th,"'rc were rounds hitting all 
around me, 11 ho said, 11 ! thought I was 
a gonner. 11 

SP4 Kettle was l~st on the ship as 
he returned the enemy fire with his 
M-16 rifle. 

176th AHC fircpQw9r ~nq_k@whow m>qc 
:poDsiblc a succossful roscuc,and qua.1-
ific'Cl 20 mcmbors of tho "Minutemen" 
and 11Musk~ts" for impact awards. 

Receiving ·the following decorations 
wore: 

Silver Star- WOl Bruco w. Shaffer, 
WD.shington,D.C. ,and WOl John M. Bl.9.ir, 
Spokanu, Wnsh. 

Distinguished Flying Cross- SP4 Ro­
bert 0.... Allison, St.. Helene, Ore. 
SP4 Antonio K. T.:i.ylor, New· York C.:ity, 
Major Rom.ld C. lfotcalf,Iiickory, N.C., 
lLT J:Lmos _D. Horton, Troy, Pa., WOl 
G:iry L. Willittms, Pho0ni.x, Ariz., WOl 
Glon E. Goff, Knigntstown, Ind. 

WOl Jerry W. Hcnno'.l.n, Wooster, Ohio, 
WOl Thom-is G. Hulin, Clyde Park, · Mont • , 
WOl Rich.1.rd HcLcnn, Miu.mi, Fl.!!.., WOl 
Philip s; Lee, . Norfolk, VD.., and lLT 
vlillicU?t D. Bristow, Alhambra, C:.llif ., 
a member of the 14tn CAB. 

Air Mod~l with "V''device for valor­
SP4 Steven R. C,undry,Springfield, Mo., 
SP4 Phillip R. Varnum,L:l Crosse, Wis., 
SP5 · L'iwrc:nco J ~ Silva, San Lo.1.ndro, 
c~lif., SP4 Dilly 1. Parsons, Trona, 

· C.1lif., SP4 Jerry L. Mitcholl,Re.:i.ding, 
r~., SP4 Richard C. Scar, Akron, Ohio, 
SP4 Rich~rd R. Conovor,Levittown,N.Y., 
.J.nd SP4 John C.' Gruidl, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

A.w:1.rds for WOl P1.u.1 E. Lent, P F C 
Robl:rt Wilholm, and SP4 Boyd L. Kottlq 
of th-:; 14th CAB .:i.re ponding. 
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PLUG SA.VES CH-47 
CHU LAI, RVN, 178th ASHC-IO 

· While on n nolT.1.11 resupply mission 
northwest of Chu L1.i recently, 11 Boxc1.r 
L.58"commanded By Warrant Officer R.cnaJd 
l!... C,'livotti, Sunnyvnle, Ca.'.Lif., -'.lnd 
piloted by WOl Nilo L. H1.rtcr, Miami, 
Fla., of tho 178th Assault Support 
Helicopter Compony,encountcrcd intense 
hostile fire resulting in n: round rip­
ping into . the :1.ircr.1.ft tr'lnsmission, 
and w:1rning lights and droppine pres­
sure glugcs sign:ilcd tho c rrl of the 
flight. 

· Downed aircr:1ft a.re not new to· the 
178th i .. SHC,but the incidents that took 
pl.3.ce in this situ·,tion i.·1cre. 

The immcdi'ltv report forwarded b~ck 
to the 178th rrnintcnancc te1.m wn.s th·tt 
t!ic aircraft dofinitdy would h:we to 
be recovered by O:i. CH54 "Skycr'.\no, 11 

'bo~auso of it e weight and flying cond-
ilioo. · 

· M:1.inten-1.nce men, Chief W.:.rr,:mt Of­
ticor Alfred J. Rom~szcwski, Mineral 
·wells, Tex., -:nd First Licutunn.nt \,';il­
li'.lm R. Thibcnult,Richmond, Va.,real­
iz~ng that the aircr·1ft could not be 
rccov0rcd by .rt CI·l5-4_ until tho fallow­
ing ci..'1y, decided to eo to- t.h(; dis,cblcd 
Chilnook. They renliz(:d th.it the nir­
cr1.ft w.:i.s in ::i. V•.;ry conspicuous loc1.t­
tion and its chnnces of 13.sting the 
night in the b<:.rr1go of mort'lrs thc.t · 
was Stire to come were very slight de­
spite the h::i.sty security t~ ,t w::i.s es­
t;i.blishcd around the -i.ircrn.ft. 

:. After . ovulu:i.ting the d:im1.ge, Mr. 
~mnszewski offered .:in cxtr-J.ordin_1.ry 
~elution. Hoping that no re.:1.l <lt'.magc 
W'lS done to the interior of the trru1s­
mission, he f::i.shion8d ~ wooden plug 
for tho g::tping hole ,1.nd the ' tr:-i.nsmis­
aion was refilled with oil. Spcci1.list 
Six John W. Reid, Weiser, Ottaw::i., Can­
nth, ::i.nd SP5 Melvin C. Young,I1bricopr.1., 
Ariz., voluntecrc.:d to crow tho shin as 
CW3 H-1.maszewski :ind lLT Thibe'lult' at­
tempted to fly it out. 

Tho engines wore st :trtod and .1.ll 
lo•kcd well except for one blinking 
chip detector w:~rning light; Romaszow­
t.ki decided to rokc the attempt. 

The :1.iling tr:i.nsmission caused th .:.: 
flieht to bt.J rrnde ,:i. t ,'l low level whih" 
em1..:rging from the enemy infost (;d ::i.rea 
\I.it hout the benefit of door cunncrs. 
Yi.r. Rom.:iszewski h:i.d scl0ctod to t.-i.ke 
minimum crcw,:i.nd both Specialists Reid 
and Young wore occupied at holding the 
wooden plug to k,.:cp it from being 
sh1kcn loose by the vibr'ltion of th ,, 

(continued on page four) 

CHU IAI, RVN, ]32nd ASHC-IO 
The 132nd Assault Support Helicopter 

Comp1.ny, locJ.tcd in Chu L1.i, seems to 
h1.ve: become somcwh·:lt of n refuge for 
str~y c~nines, all of which arc well 

· versed in the · ttrts of begging :ind sock­
ing an ocp.sion:11 pat on tho hc.:i.d. Who 
could possibly turn his bJ.ck on some 
pup with big, sad eyes? W.P. Fowler, 
·Phenix City, Ala., thnt•s who1 

Spcci:Llist Six Fowler of the 132nd 
ASHC, who should, no doubt,· · receive 
some form of aw1rd for his hum..1.ne act, 
ch.1.nccd upon n. cute little pup · while 
returning from the mess hall. The pup, 
seemingly friendly, looked hungry and 
lont:somc. 

Whether he w::i.s lonesome is not ccr­
t::1.in, he w,1.s how.:.;vcr, hungry. For his 
good s:i.m'.lrit .:m intentions, SP6 Fowlar 
wn.s reWc\.rdod with a bite on the hand, 
:ind he then h~ to submit to a. aeries 
of shots or be issued a muzzle. 

SP6 FowllJr dccid(:d to t:1.ke the 
shots, and the pooch w.::i.s captured and 
is under the: care of tho veterin1rians. 

Fowler h'.'.s le1rned 11 lesson the ha.rd 
way. To prevent the s.:.uno thing from 
h.1.ppcn:tng·--t::o otn(ir·-wouid-bc ?lum.'.\nit:-i.r­
inns, hu suggests that anyone who wants 
to 0.irn .:1. star for his crown for f ced­
ing some mongrel that is new to th0 
:1.rc,'.l,"fced him somathing besides your­
self. 11 

S E N -0 
THt_ FALCON 
·HO M E 
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C ,OM PlJ T ER ~NER 

By Bud Goode, A.FPS • 
When tho naw American D~sketbnll 

Association W,'l.S forMed last year they 
introduced the 3-point field goal. In 
the last few seconds of a tight g'lme · 
it cJ.n be ,3. dr:Unc1tic ,g-'.llilc-winning score. 

Every night of tho sea.son, b~sket­
b.1.ll Brunos 1.1.ro won a.nd lost by only 
twp points. This is one ren.son the 
exciting three-point · shot w:i.s born. 
Assume you are p.tl:ling for the Kentucky 
Colonels. - Your to:i.m is down by one 
field go::il, only seconds rcm'lin on the 
dock. But sh1rpshooting Lou Dampier 
h:i.s the ball. He moves outside th~ 
:_!;rec-point arc. Whoosh! Three points 
. '' ·-,~? up on the score bo:ird, and Ken­
;_-,·,, >y wins. 

.iJut-:ind it i'S :.3. big but--whri.t does 
-' -l throe-point field go:i.l moan to the~ 

:·..,~t of tho le:i.guo? Kentucky h .s Louie 
LJ.mpier, hitting 127 of 365 threc­
po~ntGrs for ~ .348 avcr~gc; and big 
Darol Carrier, also Kentucky,is second 
in th0 lcngue, sinking 89 of 231, tops 
in long shot accuracy .1.t .385. But 
wh1t do..:s tho three-point lens shot 
do for the rest of the lc:1&uc? 

Computer Corner poured the s~::i.son 
statistics into our Da.t:i Proc<:fssing 
Enterprises, Inc. electronic sports 
analyzer (through g~mos of Feb. 24) 
and c'.Une up with these r0sults: · 

Tc.::i.m 3-Pt. FGM 
(E~st Div.) Per Grune 

MIAMI 
MINNESOTA 
KENTUCKY 
DJDihNA. 
f,IE,W YORK 

(West Div.) · 

OAKl.AND 
DENVER 
NEW ORLF..ANS 
DALLAS 
LOS ANGELES 
HOUSTON 

.43 
3.40 
3.90 
1.20 

.86 

.45 
1.00 
1.60 
1.10 
1.80 
1.20 

Per Cent 
W/ L 

.554 

.534 

.509 

.492 

.286 

.804 
.• 586 
.508 
.473 
.421 
.327 

Imtcresting result, here. According 
to Computer Corner's analysis of thu 
three-pointer, tho more lone shots the 
average ABA to.:im trys, the more it 
loses. That is to say, there is n 
negative co-relation between 3-point 
field goals mado per g.J.mc and .1. te.'.lm I s 
won/lost record. .Tho two top tc-'1Ills , 
Mio.mi in the E~st, ~nd Onkl~nd in the 
West, J.voragc less than one-half J. 3-
pnint fiold go :il per g,"Jnc--but :ire 
winning, 

BEST FOOD lf\J T·OVv.N 
CHU I.AI, RVN, 16th CAG-IO 

Tho Hon.dqu:i.rtere ,md Headqu~rters 
Company, 16th Combat Avi:1tion Group 
mess h.1.ll officially opened its doors 
at 1700 hours,March 23rd, when Colonel ~ 
1-Ianz K. Dru-:mcr, 16th CAG conun-i.nder,, · 
and Sergeant First Cl~ss Henry J. Wil­
liams, muss staward,jointly cut .'.l. rib­
bon admitting soldiers to eat, .the first 
meal to be served. 

SFC Williams, Wichitti. Falls, Tex., 
encounterod numerous problems in get­
ting th.:: moss h.:ul opcr.:i.tion underway, 
but the ri.;sults wore worth the offort 
and tho w'l.i ting • 

Built from .:i.n empty sholl of .'.l. ~n-
: do\fll building, the new mess h'lll boas+,s 

,1 compl<;,1:.e, modorn sot of 11 Garric-·-n- . 
type" cooking equipment. It nJ.sc, :.s 
·lccomodntod with hot and cold running 
water, insta:, lod sinks, nm oven an 
electric me~t slicer. 

According to Hess St1CJW,1rd Williama, 
the brilli.:int, oyo-appc1ling, and well 
lit eating ,~re.:i w.ia the outcome of 
many contributors. 'rhe Anny, Navy, 
n.nd 1-h rincs nll devot od timo into tho 
mess h:ill construction, '.l.nd SFC Wil-

'. li:.lJlls added 16th CM:i carpertt·t1rs Special­
ist Five Brantley Harris,Atlanta, Ga., 
SP5 }farvin Israolson,Pinc River, Minn., 
aml SP4 Rich::i.rd Sw.:dn, Alpine, Alll., 
wero indespensiblo in finishing the 
construction. 

Of course, well finished mess holls 
and fancy cooking e:qui:pnent are grent, 
but the food is of prime concern. Tho 
16th CAG cooks, SP5 loon Ashmore, 
Lexington, s.c., SP5 William_ Brady, 
Fitchburg, Mnss., SP5 James Butcher, 
Chicago,Ill.,SP4 Pedro Lopcz-:Gonzalez, 
J~qua Dilla, P.R., SP4 Rich~d Odom , 
Bath, s.c., and SP4 Harry Wampler, 
Durockor, Ill. , aro put ting out what 
SRC \·Jilliruns (illd other members of. 16th 
GAG he-1.dquc1rte;rs consider some of the 
best mea.ls in Vietn'lln. · · 

When nskod what the secret of his 
cooking success was, Williams replied, 
"I just follow tho cookbook-I tc;u my 
cooks to do tho same-no · secret! 11 

(PLUG SAVES AIRCRAFT Cont'd from Pg 3) 
massive tronsmission. 

Specialists Roid ~nd Young both 
suffered burns on thoir hc)Jlds from 
holding that .111 important homoma.de 
plug in tho tr.1ne1IU.ssion of :1iling 
"Boxcar 458. 11 

The 178th Assault Support Helicopt-
er Comp-my off c.:rs "ha.ts off" to m-i able 
crew th:i.t did what h:i.d to be done. '. 

➔~ * * * 
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16Trl CAG BACKS ORPHANAGE 
CHU LAI, RVN, 16th CAG-IO 

The Tabith~ Orphanage at An Ton will 
highlight the 16th Comb:1t Aviation 
Group civic action progr::un for 1969 
according to M.1.jor David Greer, acting 
project officer. 
· 'Located on Highw:i.y OnP., tho Tabitha 
Prc;,testant Orphan~ge hns 85 homeless 
children between tho ages of 4 and 12-
yoars-old. In addition to living qu.::i.r­
tcrs, there arc five cl1ssrooma provid­
ed. to holp with teaching the children 
to read and write. 

The orphanage, originally supported 
by the 14th Combat Aviation B:itt3.lion, 
wi).l now bo b~ckcd by tho entire 16th 
Group. Through volunteer paylinc con­
tributions, about 80,800 pi~stcre per 
month have bocn made av:i.ilable to the 
children's home. 

In addition to financi~l support, 
tho 16th CAG gives material help with 
surplus foodstuffs, clothing ~nd other 
items contributc'<i by fo.milios :ind 
churches of servicemen in the Stat0s. 

Among successful projects completed 
-1rc the c:l.pping of tho orphri.nago w':lter­
well and the supplying of :-1 h:md pump 
and. watur storagt: area. Th<,.; children I s 
liying .:1.rc:is h:.ive been rescrccncd ::i.nd 

-----

playground arena improved in addition 
to bunkurs being constructed for the 
orphans' protection. 

Projects to be completed in the near 
future include improvcm<,.;nts IIlilde by a 
te::un of 16th CAG personnel, led by 
Sergeant ·· First Cla.~s Emory Johnson, 
Chamblee, G:i.. 

Further scrc::ening, and applic.:i.tions 
of insecticide is planned, to control 
insects and oth~r pests .:i.s pa.rt of the 
Group's effort to upgrade tho sanitary 
st:mdnrds of the orphan:1.go. , 

Gravel will be obtained and techni­
cal :i.ssistance gi vcn to help build 
living quarters where rm orphanage 
resident director will live. 

Acting project officer, Major Greer, 
oncour.:i.gos :tll membors of the "Fa.l.con 
Group" to v~sit the Tabitha Orpha.n,-1.ge 
nnd see first-hand · accomplishments of 
the civic ~ction program :l.Ild what is 
yet to be done. 

Suggestions on whnt tho 16th CAG 
can do to better the orphanage are 
welcomed and m~y be submitted to the 
Group Orphanage Advisory Council via 
Mnjor Grecr,16th GAG Surgeon's Office, 
tolcphono 3582. 

* * 


