
Vol .11 No. :6 ·, 

··_·:.,,. HILL L .. z. •· . . . . 

lJHAT A \JAY TO.·Tl1AVEL . 

On W0dnesd.~y, Augimt 21 . T.hird Pla­
•··. ·; 0~11, ... Delta C01~1~)a1v to?lc a,_~n~n pla.ru-ied 
. : 'JT.Jf' . i.,o Chu W, al.r.10:;it raaking an un-

. :<,hod\l,lod sto1J iJ.1 .t ho South Chi...7.a .. Sea. 
- _; . 

·-- . . . . 
The. P,lct;oou ... :evc~1t'U,,!\1,:'J:·~. •· a.rrivocr st its 
·"1'i&;il1al. des'Gi'.1i ':~_,,,:. : ~~ill '54; but not 
pefol'e: it. h?d: go;:.u ·:;ri:•::,1.:gh a rather hec­
tic experience • 
. The . Pla:toon I e:i•-1 :~· l1T Halter McDon-. 
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( TRAVEL COND 1T) 
ald t'1.1.itched11 a ride with a Chinook 
with the inteJti~n of going t~ Hill 54 
from. LZ Bowman. The pilot told them 

· · . that they . wore low on gas but that they 
- - · · ;would refuel . at· a little. fire baa on 

/if -· SP.!)_T LIGHT 

. ·. . 3,..im--.B. · .. <B~. -:n ·· :r M I~,P 
t UJ.. · 'J ~4. .. J.. • . '-1,,:U 1-.i 

SGT Bob :Val'1 Tholen · fror.1 :Or:.k Park11 the wtry. ·They stopped at ·the little 
~ - is a: ~ad leader . for F~i_:tst Pla-:; fire . bo.se, bu:::.. ·t1-J fuel. The pilot de­
toon. Pelts C-or.I9any. On Friday, Au.gw,t1r cided not to try c.'..l:.d make Hill · 51.!. ; ½nt 
16, SGT V;an Tholen took a rat.her h,eq.-t. rath~r, jo right on to Ghu-Laio : · 
tic and;. ·_unusu.al ride. · . Some of the men 1-1e:r8 .a little \Tc.l.':l ~• 

The First Platoon W9,S ,0 ,\1 t ,he._. .. :(.irB¼; .. zled as:. t ~ ..rhy •they wer-:e fl~:~:Q J_r_r;-; ~-
1~ ft of:t he cor:i; at assv.J.t ~~.::.0,.,r.1.cn of D ! More of the men sensed soniethi1~2' 1 i[\S 
Gornpany t o,):;: l ::1nt weok 9 SGT · Van Tho- not right · when -they looked down c::·1.-.S · ,1~i 

'.:.:..en was in tho fifth . qhoppcr I the. one ;i'_ nothing but the· South China. Sc:::,c :, v.:ry 
·0t1nt ·was: shot ~lown. · He was the _first ~i· . 011e st~ed ge.tting 11orried ·,:11er1 ·:~·1 ·.,.·?'" 
0110 , ~'1t ;:,:,;, the chopper . cd alr~~Y' -on n · · . s_..-. the door gunners· str~ .. ppin;;:; ofi · :· . b 

.. . c:ie J;roun:.: ~r1hn::: ·btc chopper ,,_~;~~;, 92?,de;r jfil_ gear, -boots, jacketEi; et c: :L':1 G . .r..tic:i.)::, ... 
· hanvy emfoy autom:i.,;llic-'- weapons. fire~ , Tµe F tion -0f a: n.itch lariding., 

chopper ! bog.:m to to.lee extensive _dmnag~ Soniewh8re ,J1ler tho South Gh~1.a Sea 
so the pilot de:cided to get out of tt:i? . , the rear propellar stopped. This made 
area. i..ii a h1.:irry and cailod for everyone ~ landing difficult for tr,.e . Chinook did 
_to ge~' b~k on. SGT. Van Tholen only had '. not have enough power to slqwly hover 
ti.Be enough to grnb hold of. a slq,,d a.s; 11.o a landing. The big chopper . had to 
the .. cllopJer tool off. . The cboppe·r fle'if r:. land like a. j e~ plfu""id, under full power 
l':b;:iut . 600 moters · with SGT Van Tp.0l0n t · letting 'the ,'wheels go~t·ly touch; then 
holding on tb the skid. lle'· 'wo.s ups~e ·, · coaetirig to a stop. .., . 
do'Wh with both -feet and arms wrappeq. ~ J : The llien tlidn•t. ·: even get o. ·chance to 

.. r⇒~ tbo :. skid.:.,-As;-,:~be -' oh .. pe~. -be~;:to~f ."BpollQi'." 'a''~re~~ night~''in' Chu Lai. A..riothe:c:.. 
l:and.; . SG'l' Van Tholo;n, let go o,~_trie skid :• chopper· . brot,gllt th~ men from Cht1' Lai' 
and scurried ~o a safo posit,i on ~ay. ,--: to Hill 54. It . was about 9 o'clock that -
from . the chopper• . . . . . · .. ·. . ; -night . t1hen the . men fLrinlly reached the 

;Fpr~\lllatoly., : r~obody, aboard the hell~ }-· origiao.l _ destinatiOn. -~Two jocps from 
copter ,fas inj l.1.red. seriously. In retro- ,: · the · · mess ha11 imnr·:>visod ii.s . landing 
speCt, the situation., ·whi9h cm4.d have :. lights. . 
.been much more s-crtous, seeme.d somewh.~i;i ,J . ·· 
humorous~ . E11cn SGT 'Va.91 Tholen had t 0:- ~ .: ~v~Hr~~Hh'HH~➔~x~~-,~~~}HH~rn~r~~Hb~lHH~-i!-~YH~!H~~--~~ ') 

gre0 tho.t he probn'bly. looked . . a lit tie ·. 
sUJ.y flyi..~g · lll'Ot1.~;4 holcling ori to _.the ;F.· 

helicopter ski~, up~icle down. · 
C C C:MP Ji.NY MJJ<ES C 01,fl' ACT 

~~-: r-; .:~H~-~-?HHh'HHH{~'Hf~-!~~P~S.~~'{~P,HHHH'~~~➔HHP,..~"'~: '.· .7 :. · . ~ . 
.. : :. ·•. · ·: ~....,·,~ ww~~~~~~~ ~~r~_v_V~\U~W}-ht-v-'Ll~~_,-~-"~ ' L''_:,"~~ 
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Old Guard 

LTO Albert _L • . Russell:, . CO . 
CPr .J ohn. A~ .Gonza.loz; .. . Sl:, _ 

-PF.G · Herbert Horton - Renortor 

.. Last week Charlie Company .. made~ COi1·· 

tact with the enemy on several ·.cl1t£.cr- · 
ent occasions. On Friday, Aug ·.st 161 
the ·company wn. . hit three c1.iffor ent 

,r t .bncs by- ~p.~~ 9.n.iper fire .. 
, . On Thursday, . August 1.5 . . tho Thit?d . . , ~ 

r··~,~ 3 news sheet ts pubUshed · week­
J .,.:· :·.-c:or the s 1..lpe1~ision · of S11 4/3 
I n/ 11th Bde. D.S Bl1 a.u·thorized /irrrzy'" 
P1.:t:;l icGtion. This new sheet is solely 
f or lJOl'sonnel i :1 the 4/3 L-if',:1nt,ry and 
E-'?<Y r10t be duplic ::- tcd or released to 
tho nm-rs metlia. 

' \_ ---- ------ - . --- .... -- -- ------··--··-------· 

Platoon was out on a patrr ,i. when SGT 
Jose Alamo spott0d .5 VC oetting up a 
hasty .:'mbush. The men opened up on .:them 
and t!:.:·, VC · t ook off leavLYlg a. Chi , Com 
~erant,ci.0 behind. · The grcmn.de. wa:s found 
by PFC MilcG F:incluro. · . 

The following · day., · the Company made 
contact on throe different times. In 
each c3se too CQillpo.ny was hit by auto­
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( c:i,irlie conC. t-t ) 1 

matic :re~:~:)ons- .'.'.':i.xe . . :c.rly i..1_ t he Mor:i.­

:i.ng a squad of tho 'l'i.,j_rd Platoon -m.s 
hit ,just .:\~ t.!1ey ue:~e r;0tti.--:f; U) f:•.n 
theil· ambush 1,os;i:i:,io:1.. 'i'll.cy r~ttl.!'mo. 
f ire but -tl:e sni· •crs 11 .:,c. 1.cft.., Tie 
squad }jjl!::cd up ~Tith the :..·cs·i, · o£ "t1.e 
GOJTIPany· ai1cl thoy movocl on. T'nc Oonn::>a.:y: 
moved about 200 meters 1,ci'ore th..,°7 
.,,:rr.,--..n ,,,~.:,-, •,.; .l. -....; •'••~ ..,... • '""'1' . •N r ..,, I. Pt:, 
'-·Y"-'- ag.,. ...... ·--v ... ·.l>.l . ~J-lJ'-' .lJ_ ... .. J<'...,1. ~r 
a short exchaitr;e of f ire, tho Compa:i.y 
mowcl a.gaL'1 . The".f u ent. only about l~ 
m~i;el.'S beI'o:re. sn.i.:,10r s once age.in oper;r­
ed ur on the:rn. 0::1.e nan, WC Ric:::rl 
1 I ~ocls , c.he C o.:--..:_:·a.."ly C omr.1.sndo-r I s R'.f.), 
ii'af' 1;0\;tnr~ .. d (he is recov"G:X'ing quibe 
~-;1,,-:C.l) r- Ar·t-i 1 1 -;;ry anc~ q;m ships wo:.'e 
CWOC inc 'I':'1e .'..:X'<l~ iT.?.S ·(·.}.~en th.rougpl.y 
St;J!:;u:•chud. ';:,;.-;; no enemy kills 1.:ould l.le 
C onf iry1..id. 

t , .. , E: 

Te:·:r-.r n. Il1' R<-id of fu•avo Com:_:>any i.J 
:).o:xt"L'T"J..6 Viet Nam ju::it like ho cntoro<l 
i-t, .. . ::'or3ei:.t1·113 and 101:.:J:...g t~1L11.:;s . Ee 
021.:0 ovcl61 .frOfl\ Hm'lo.ii 1dtl1 the Bntt.:..­
l i c n · .r:nc ;-he f:i±St.. d~r hi.; 'Wt.'s' - i.."1. Vi!a.-t -
.. =.· he realized t~t li.e h..'1.d lost his 
:JtocJ. pot on t ho bo1:rb, Tho other day 
"ID11 showed he hasnl t il.::_)rovod his ab­
sent rJi.1w.ness .much in c i ::.;ht r.tont.11.+,<it 
He loft llis · ovcr..,.it;J,t i.:>o.z cont.cinJ.ng 
hi..s khaki es c.nd _:.:il-·tiill.y c01nplDted 
clc~.rn.ncc papers on ·'.:ho .J'.t'.n..-J up :tnm 
Due Pho. 

A.l!)h<;1. Com)c.ny- cj_d.n' t go on st.:u,-~ 
cimm on Ac.gu3t l 7, c:.S it :as ~-c;,Jortoc" 
L~t ·wee.k . TI1e 1·.1cn h,:,.1.;. ·i;o wait urri:.il 
1\msd.".',Y, P,:u;;;r·.st ~o, to ~o in Lor st~·.nd. 
,-=_ .,.n;:,,., The sk~1ri. dc.m h.ad to be shorf.-
0:0<Jd. bcc.;;;uso O'.!~ ~i..e t·eccnt aneniy o:f .. -
i -- -._,Ji VD , .:'1..1~ men l id {{et i:.o se...: a J.i'IJ;(., 
E •• •1T rr,_-_ • r" :in0ac.,.,-,_y ni;aft, so -thcs· s 'ix--.J..a.. 
0,·L~, •. ':hou )1 s~:o::t;,. ~,::-.s nti;P,.-, s~ 

-,'.f-~ .. , , 
Cv JW J..u...L:, 

Cong2r .. tul. ~.-t.ion::, ···.,) S.:: :tl.chael V~­
cl..:- .... of C:i-:'..:r!.i-..: Cori :-~T/ on :.,ocoming a 
f ~ ... 1101"' l~ ~:, :ock, 

If yen.'. r,..c,ocl, a haiirJcut me.kc S'lu.~o y ou 
,-ont t ~c to PFC Tom l-k.:-.'!"is cf B Cm­
Pa.!V• :.1?C 'i1oe1.~ St,ci11i)i- !Ci~Or m,a.de; -::..1.:.c 
m'.!.stake l:f t1-t,sti:1a Tom 1 s b .:-rbe:rinc ~ ­
i o:it ·:, a.uc: wall~Jd c.u:::.y b~,ld e..s a bcr.: .. i.in:._. 
bo..11.; 

PFC Loonn:rd:· Borb.mdy of D<:l to. Cor.a..­
p~ i.s i~ocupo:rating quite ,,rcll o.f-t,or 
hi:: bout Hi.th [', .;5 g::-Jlcn c1rum Cl, "i.2. 
Ko.ron. Wh0n a C~inook flys o-v\:r , we. :, :11 

at.1.t rm ... fiyiu,g objoots . Lconare. -;;11'; n 
_.tm :i'::iJ.·st one t0c~f:.o.cmnd -~:.c,-t. .. 

WC Dc:,L is ~ D1.1in of First ~ -..,.. 
'boon., Dolt.:'. .Campmi.y., uo.a on the (->.:., ... :. 
t hc:i:. lrcs shot du::.•ing the c0l"1b.. t n::;· · .- .. ~ 
thc.t Doltc Ganpany took on Aur;·1:::;-. , .. :-
Dennis h:1d this t() say n'boi.::t T."•, ... , 
which U-<7,-8. ::.is first, lt I ho_;>C th-:- 2-il 
a:te a • ~ ~:o th ~t;:. ii '"' ,,..., - . t'. .. . . ~-~ :, .. _ .. • 

f_EAR N1D 

L{'.Dt uc .l-: <1 liWJ'l.1 not o:Z ·;:.he· 4/J out 
t'ior k:! ... n:,; on Hill 54 wont iutc tho Vi'l­
Li.:.,-c 'bolrnr Rill 54 c..:.1d ru:-,d himself a 

...;. ?l:.ev1 ;:-Y;~ot.1;0mc1;,'?, meal,. It, -rrru. tilm l.F.at 
mclfil. lie 1-rill ever o.:.. t . 3ccat·.:::.c of th! 
SWii'tness :Lr de.nth tll"l<l his r-.J. ~)id fris ... 
col orat ion., it w.as deduced th-:-.t ho WM 
poisoned. 

TI.1-ts cluar cut cxmnplo of the dn.rlg,n· 
of co.t:5-nc Villo.gc f ood should oo enough 
·to discour~-r:a most people from gott:i.n,,; 
G.xtr n. 0 chqpwehopn , Even ii' ;:,-~-1 uent t · 
poi soned you 1:,i6ht b-.Jcome v-Jry s:tc:::c 
'Romombur tho.t Victriomosc hocl. th s:ha.nd­
u;rd::i a:cc of"i:.cn ver y l ou. You ;er<., ·l;.:,.k:L:..: 
a. ci1..."\ncc ..: -ting or driJllci.ng ;J.t1:,--t!,~ng in 
tl::o vil l~.J 0 tl':.~1.t doosn I t c emu J..n ;i 1:r.:·0-
s c.'.'.'., .. ..)d cr.n.. 

i:. 'i.lc Bl','YO Company ~-r~ on IZ Bpum .. 1.n, 
t ho..- 1:..--..l.'.. a 2 .:-.:1 injtU"SC unnc-cosoc.ri~ c 
SFL:v Br :e;Dt,o Espin'o:3n, ur.;.s in:JU!'qd when 
s tJr.1...:t1:..:.:._ , ::l. '.iS bunker explor-'£d.. It is 
S\,i:1..- . . c -.:rtmn who.t 6::-..",Pi (·r\.:d but it 
i :.: ." ,r-~ ,. ·r......:1 'i:.:c~.:".:, Ernosto he-~'. ._:c:cicl.e:.~t -

c~ .. ,., ~n.c; •,2 LtLr:10 o 

F.0;;;1.; • ,~r tll:rt explosives a.:.·o r::~de ti.. 
dvstroy... ha:.1dle thcr., C ~ e1ully . 
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:tfore than half ()f an In..fentrymm ' s 
t:i..i"l\e i.s s1:>cnt on f ire b&r -,;1 . Of i.,.ll ~h('; 
fire b;::s:,s the :: a'ct, '!l.J.."'": i ~ ' ,1,-·,":it1~ly 
mart."li.nr: ~ !V•no is :.: "}!'l. ;- :J'L.: ;;i:.; -~ha.'1 foe 
La.ams He~ 

Tho 1~i-;1r11si·to is on t\:'2' ";i :, .c.f a bi g 
I sla.'ld .:":.v·~ :1~rth of' Clir. r:·i:. . Tt, h;;is a 
c ow::r. :~: • :1>Q 7 ·. ~- ; ,;:: C::1: :.~::i- :: :1-jc.,:,. • a,d 
t huG :i.t i~t ,:f ::)t'.'. .1t s-r,i-•ab.-~r:·-: ·r:-:!.uc uo 
our ccasti,il tl.u:fon8•3• 111:1r~ I,;~ was built 
p_-_j is· 'l!an.."!ed mostly· b~r M-t1:r i aes , . but , 
d,.~ ,::il:c · ::;n .1 conti.neent of. i,-::;::-,7 per scn­
nrJ. -!-r, ,o:·:rnJ.cnumt· manpo·!ml'., 

~•• .,, j ,,:.;.-:13i ta has more tb-.n i..ts share 
0£ rl.<;11, nls including ·KP, but ,few wovld 
ru'.'€;'.l·J t.hat it is OQt W,)::th it. The food , 

'(. 

s up;ilie C:. by the :ravy, is oxcelJ.ent al"ll' 
bbe;ro is p1cnt~ ,,f it. I c:e cream is 
sorv-ed j uat about c v i?:;iua.y aiid col d 
milk d:is,;onser s allcr.· '\:~;, r,;.),n to drink 
all the cclcl milk t hey ~·an,.o 

Besides excellent .for:;.: the LZ also 
ha,s a uumbr3~ of -assotc: ~ L,::..ow tbe ~ ­
the:re is a villoge -~h~t. ::.n covered, 1" 
t aJ.:l pa:Lm t.r cea~ Tho vlll::i@c gets a 
broc~e off tn~ b7 t.n<t ls .!2.W,'lj,'S · quite 
coa l . The v:1.11.:ige is 0 '1 limH,s ell day. 
In . a.dd'it ion t o tho vill::igt'}: ther e i s n 
nu..'ltber 1of clubs 0'.1 tbc LZ"' The LZ: sup­
por ts; an EM» :c:,!J. .... ; i :rco .1 u 1d Officers 
Club. The olu'b;::; p':.:.,•":-,:::' h..:;,ve cold boer 
and _sod.u fa~ :::tlo ~:1..:r.i nt-: ·i:.he afternoon 
and car ly ov.u !.!lg. 

Lijre o;;:lc::- ~·:L,.~.:: ~-w.:w;, '!ho La.;i,msitc 
was. est.:;1::..i.S;;c.•: .fr::,:· ..:r.,_:' ... i::s\,, i'lOt relaxa­
tion, Eu1:kcz- . .,'U,:.:·:'.i ~-~i- ::r 1l l ed a;1<4. :im­

bush0s run ev\.~·;; TI:-'. _,;.-, . 

.. . 
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SECF.ET !JU OF T:aE n..ij,ff 

GHLIF.r'i.i1.H OF ,TOI. !T CE.:.l.::~tt OF
4
ST fJ!'F 

CHEF . OJ.'i' ST AfF 

CINCP!.C 

CG USiU1PAC 

DEP~ Y CG us1.r:.·, 

1.DC- A 

tJJC- B 

CO llis,:h L ·lF BDE 

CO 4th DU 3:r<l IHF 

A!Jh .• J 0I·D S . ~:CCA:Q,I, JR. 
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