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2000· CHILDREN TO SEE XMAS 

Who holds to the belief that s. iJicholas does not 
exist? He still lives. He exists in the loving im­
pulse of £!Very parent at Christmc:s til!XJ; his symbol 
of good will burnishes in every cause sponsored for 
the needy, crippled or destitute. tile St. Nick flour -
ishes in the hearts of hundreds of people in CcJ liforn­
ia and in the 4-3 Infantry (Old Guard). Why the 4-3 
y-ou aek? 

Two thousand Montagnard children fro:n Ba To dis­
trict will be considerably happier this Christmas due 
t o the herculean effort of hundreds of people from 
~tbern Oslifornia. The motivating force behind the 

·or this sweeping proe,Tam is former officer of 
~ 3 (Jl.~ Guard, Major llilfred A. Phelps. Major 

as many will recall,scrvod ·w ·tbo oe.j)fl'cd.ty. o£ 
~ti.one and Training) while assigned to the 

An accident in Quang Ngui on Septem­
:IQ.Or'b hie totµ" whereupon he returned to the 

i;o recuperate. During the course of 
in the battalion, !1ajor Phelps made 

t o the district village of Ba To 
t s with Vietnamese o.f.tioare and 

Jt,1'8 

BATTALION 
SUMMARY 

" 
December 1 

The LimPs spott ed 12 
VC moving dmm a trail 
an1 directed artillery 
fire wi th tangible re­
sults . The LRRPs est im­
ated four VC were killed 
by the accurate fire. 

December 2 
----r-t 1030 hours, a War­
lord fired upon one NVA­
/ VC. No result s Here r e-' 
ported. 

December h 
Both 8r :ivo and Ch;:irlie 

Companies, in the ~-1ee 
hours of the morning, h:E: d 
n trip flare i gni ted out­

Side the perillleter. SmDll arms t1nd M-79s were fired 
bi rtrhali-ation but no sign of the enell\V was .found at 
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(2000 C;IILDRTI:tl - cont. f rom p • 1) 
net1 clothing, toJ s and candy int o t he­
eagerly awaiting hands of these child­
ren. For most of them, H rill be t he. 
first toy or new set of clothing . For 
all, Chti stmas I uarm embrace uill be 
rr:1de possible. If ooly once a year , the 
ecstatic ch2.tter and glee of all the 
kids will be a uorthy and fi tt:i..nc trib-­
ute to the spirit of giving of J:.meric, 
ans. Christmas with its inhcre~t happ­
iness will become a tangible rea.J.j. ty for 
2000 cpildren in Vietnam. 

Shortly after his return to the 
United States:., Major Phelps 1-rrote to Lt. 
Col. Robert Fernandez to f:ind out if the 
Battalion could arrarnge a Ciristmas 
program along w.i th the gif ts sent from 
the pe..;ple of California. Captain Mil­
ton Hough1D n ., S-5 (Civil. l.ffairs ) made 
the arrmgementse Meanuh.Ue., Major 
Phelps com:nittod himself 'ID the st~.te­
side drive. In countless public ap,,)ear­
nnces bef'ore civic end church groups, in 
a floodtide of advertisements and word­
of-IilO•th, the cause has been emblazoned 
across Southern Ca.lifomia r~ching the 
hearts and hearths of many._ . T'aa _thiolll! ... 
and children in Ba To have never had a 
Christmas, he sdd, and the 4-3 Ir.fe.t1:try 
would like to have their help. 

DUC PHO ORPHA.W.GE · TOO 

Major Phelps• prompting began to 
reach such a crescendo that already hun­
dreds of families, club, church groups 
and individuaJ.s in California are res­
ponding• As early as mid- November, 
gifts began to make it possible to ex­
tend the program to include the orphan-

in the vil.lnge of Due Pho. Packages 
w:Lth toye and games are ,rri v­

and sent to the firebase at 
to be sorted. The program hae 

«u,ccessful 1n fact, that_ there 
~ ;lifts for the 2000 children 
~ aboqt :300 ,Pounds, of ct.nczy-

Ii.ROillID THE Bf TT:.LI01! 

The 4-3 Old Guard extends its wel ... 
co.me t o Cc1.pt2.in F . J . Cicrlo JrG uponhi.,c; 
r eent r y into the Battalion . Captain 
Ci ar lo i s qui te f ."'.!llili ar ,:ith the t.i -3 
h.:wing been a Plr-toon Leader in Delta 
Company in 1968 from Harch to December . 
In December, Captain Cirrlo as trans ­
ferred to HHC. Presently, the Captain 
holds the S-1 sl ot as l dju t ant . · Jn 
1967, Captain Ci arlo gr ~duated from OCS. 
He hDs also atte,1ded Rcr-,ger School f r o:n 
!,ugust to Octob er of 1969_._ Capt_.ri!; 
Ciarlo hails fr om Spr ingfield, Pennsyl­
v2J1i a . 

VET Zn}J J I S Bfilc1 fI:SS 



THE M'N JUST :,TON' T LF.'IVE 

Sfc Leland R. Armd, 
Findley, Ohio, is a real 
11lifer. 11 He refuses to 
leave Vietnam --and his 
let Cavalry Division (Air­
wot-ile) unit, CoI1T1.,).:>ny A, 
228th Aviation Battalion. 

Sergeant !,rend has been 
in country since September 
101 1965, the day he step­
ped off a u.s. aircraft 
carrier as a specialist 
five. 

A m£'.intenance supervis­
ilr responsible for uplceep 
of 15 Chinook-47 helicopt­
ers, Sergeant I.rend said 
he has never thuught of 
trying to get into mother 
unit. 

11 The other colli>anies 
are good,but this is the 
best," he boosted. 

fJld maybe so. Cc,npany 
A has chalked up a record 
of 121165 hours of accid­
ent-rree operation. 

"Much credit must go to 
~~t Arend, the 11real 
Q ~ of the outfit, 11 

Jfajor William Sieg­
;· who coill!llmldS Alpha 

As for Sergeant 
[lll'e'l The man 
:d it: 

av the cav is 
be here 
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ALPHA COMPANY !.WARD CE:.iE.·:ONY 

Alpha Company held its award cere;1ony on Decem­
ber 4 at Chu Lai stend-dm-m area. At the pr es entat= 
ion were Brigade and Bsi:l;.t:;tlion Commanders Col onelH.ugh 
Hoffman and Lt.Col. Robert N. Fernandez, r espect ively. 
J.s it turned out, the awards pr esented by C0l o11Pl. 
Hoffman to the rrien of Alpha ComJ pany were all for 
action which occurred on June 13 . 

0a th:i1 t day, A;:;::ha had .ioi!led up with Delta ri rc., 
pany in a group of rugged hills (mountains? ) i n t:'..,c 
environs of extinct fir ebase, 1 ~ Don. Delta Company 
had been trekking up a str eam bed for days doggedly 
advancing deeper into the particularl y steep hill. 
The situation was a somewhat f oreboding one even then 
since the stream bed f ormed a ro r t cb avage in whi ch 
anyone was qui te open and vulnerable to an ambush. 
On ITune lJ, Alpha finally did connect with Delta and 
went ahead to :i.ead the way up the bed . The men of 
the 2ild Platoon on point plodded on with the ominous 
words of the Psyops man ringing in t heir ears: 11Be 
prepared for an ambush. I believe there 's going tobe 
one. 11 Hardly had the Company l eft its EDP when some­
one r epDrt0d movement on the f J.a1ks. ;iJ1u.t -.. s later, 
a full-sized NVA battalion mnbush enveloped the lead 
ele , ent. Several men were wounded in the initial baz,. 
race of ene;izy- fire. The Psyops man w;:,s killed. Rep­
ori:-s fr om here on have b0cor:;a coi,fu· ,-, cl r. :i:L,1 bot h the 
passage of time and the myriad rencli ti ons of the men 
involved in the skirmish. But in the i nsuint action, 
« f ew men clearly stand out for their braver y in the 
face of danger which existed t hen . /1. t the Chuiai 
awards ceremony these men were pr esented with awards. 
S?4 George c~rter, SP4 Jim,-ny Howard and SP4 PaulR:iris 
all r eceived the Bronze Star for cal or (a Bronze Star 
was to be .,resented to SSG David Durbin who was unable 
to attend the Qere.,10ny). Other a1-1ards r ecei vecl in­
clude t ,1e Arnry Commendation i"Iedal for valor received 
by l'fc Louis ::·olk and Pvt. F.d Reedy. 

At the initial time of contact, it was reported, 
SSJ David JUrbin (2nd Platoon Sergeant) ran up to the 
front to size up the extent of the anbush. L man lay 
dead several wounded. The rest were pi,med dmm by a 
wit~illg hail c,f AK and grenade fire m.?king retrc~t 
eQill8ll'hat baz~rdous. SSG Durbin called upon SP4 Jim 
Howard's M-60 macbinegun to lay down a gocd base of 

seive fire while aidman SP4 Carter and others 
oed to tbs trant to extract the woundod mci.pld:.ch 

SSII ~~ theta Mt up all arolUld security. 
htlW i\Jl a :Posit.ic.p whereb¥ be 

di -.t.J eno;: 
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PRO FOOTBLLL SCORES 
-!H!-NFI,!HI-

MINNESOTA 20 
Dt.W1S 10 
CLEVELE.ND 20 
DETROIT 17 
WASHillGTW 34 
Nf YORK 49 

1'LAF.1'A 47 
. FRANCISCO 42 

i 
LOS AI'GELES l3 
PITTSBURG 7 
GREI!N BhY 7 
BlJ.TLiOrtE 17 
PHILlillfl.PHIA 29 
ST. LOUIS 30 
UE,W O 1Li1.~iS 17 
CRIC!,GO 21 

cnrcnniATI 17 
BUFFI,LO 19 
BOSTON 18 
DEl!VEa 24 
HOUS'l'ON 26 
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1::::1 ?JJ'-JDER co:.G"dE.S T?J.CK 
FOR VIETn -l'i~S2 

(!ri.' SHIUGTOJ; ( JJF ) -
World r ecord hol der of the 70- yard 

dash and 1968 Oly:npic gol d medalist 
i,rmy trnck star Capt c1 in 11el Pender i; 
n uw passing along his sprint kn m ledge 
to future trallCk star s i n the Re~ublic of 
Vietnam. 

Once dubbed " the world's fastest 
hunnn" (for his 6.8- second, r ecord 
shattering sprint), Pender is a youth 
coordinato with Civil Gperations and 
Revolutionary Development Supp07't 
(CORDS ), near Saigon, whore one. ofchi:ii 
Arrey duties includes coPching a Vietnam 
ese track team. He is preparing t he 
team f or the December Sout heas t Asi a 
Games in Burma .• 

Pendor, 32, began his sprint t o 
fame and glory at 25 when he ,-ms 
invited to a practice meet .-rith the 
Japanese Olympic track t eem because he 
was the fas test man on a post football 
team. 

Following this meet came a l ong 
string of wins that spiralled pender to 
track st:irdom. 

A 14-yeRr veteran,Pcndcr_achievcd 
all his track experience and fame while 
in the Arrrr:1. Ten o.t' these years were 
served as an enlisted man. 

Prior to his l atest PS LJ i gn~leilt on 
his second Vietnam t our, Pender was 
with the 82nd Airborne Division's 3d 
':lrigade. 

OLD GUI.RD 

Lt.Col.Robert N. Fernandez CO 
]Lt. James E. Tidr;ewell Sl 
SP4 John Calderonello Reporter 


