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COMBINED GPERATION FRUSTRATES
ENEMY'S SEARCH FOR FOOD

With the monsoon season having set in,
he enemy of late has sought to steal
Iram the abundant rice crop which the
local civilian population has been har~
vesting, This past week, however, their
efforts were greatly disturbed by the
presence of Charlie Campany out in "the
flats," In an operation which lasted for
five days, C Company was successful in
interrupting the enemy's food gathering
activities, causing them to flce the area
and continue their scarch elsewhere,
The operation began on 2 Nov, as C
Campany was combat assaulted out to the
flatland, With darkness caming en, one
elamnt was sent to sccure the ncarest .
lasger sites As they approached the arca
they reeeived AK-}7 fire fram an estimated
Zorce of I0-I5 VC, "It was really tough,"
wacalls 2Lt Ross (Ocala, Fla,), because
{ihey were really dug-in, You couldn't see
them until you were right on top of theml"
That was how the Charlie Tigers learned
that the enemy was in the irmediate area,
Barly next morning a Tiger patrol
crossed the rice paddy separating their
night laager site from the enemy's, and
swept through the area only to discover
that the VC had left, PFC Greg Mikowski
{Sutton's Bay, Mich.) of the lead platoon
later said, "We found beaucoup bunkers
211 around the hill, but no VC." On
sweeping through the area a substantial
amount of enemy gear was found, including
Lomocks and lots of AX-L7 rounds,

On the morning of the fourth, accord-

ing to PFC Marvin Timperley (Norfolk, Neb)
e (Ist and 2d platoons) were sent to

out the area of yesterday's air

5. On our way back to the day

» contact," The Tigers had
| by an estimated I0-I5 VC in
ed positicns. They re-
ting artillery and Fire
inst the enemy's posit-=

the suspected location, the VO began
to fire. "The enemy," says PFC Tony
Catalini (Glouchester, Mass,) "was'
well dug-in in a 'V' shaped anbush,
Just as we were entering the wood-
line, they opened up on us," The pa-
trol returned fire and coordinated
artillery and air strikes, and
thoroughly pounded the area,

On the morning of what was to be
the final day of the operation, the
Charlie Tigers planned to cross the
rice paddy separating them fram the
eneny and sweep through the area,

"We did everything strictly by the
book as we crossed that rice paddy,"
recalls the point squad leader Sgt,
Leo Solice (Grulla, Tex.). '"We were
expecting the enemy to initiate conw-
tact at any moment, but we met no re-
sistence as we moved through the area."

The VC had méved out earlier than
they had wanted to, apparently teking
with them the food supplies they could
hastily gathor together, They had
came to the conclusion that they had
better vacate the area while they were
still alive,

Mearwhile some I500 meters to the
south-cast, Delta Company also was en-
gaged in scarch and clecar missionse
"We were on a two platoon size patrol
when we entered a hooch area containing
three small houches and found about 500
pounds of rice" recalls Sgt, Chris
Martin (Worcester, iass,), The two
elements of Black Death continued their
search of the area and found one dead
VC- the result of B Battery, 3rd/82d
artillery's accuracy= and 500 more
pounds of rice, They then bagged the
rice and arranged for its cxtraction.

When asked if there was any poss=
ibility thet the VC who had abandoned
the rice and livestock were the same
ones who had fled from C Company's
logAtion, Sgt, Martin replied, "There -
is no question but that they are the
same ones, The civilians we questioned
in the hooch area confimmed it,"

SPOKEN-- "Instant morale is sceing

WELL .
a 'gumy' overhcad providing sccurity
back to our pe i

perineter," Sgt. Fred
Salerno (Syrocuse, NY) of Charlie Coe
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This cdition of THE GIMLET NEWS is proud
to honor those men in our battalion who
received awards for meritorious sorvice
in ceranonies held by their respective
campanies during the recent stand-down,
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The cxample of Hue—— adapted from TINE

MAGAZINE, 31 Oct 69 and PACIFIC STARS AND -

SIRIPES, 9 Nov 69, :

In his November Lth speecch to the
nation concerning American policy in Viet
Nom, President Mixon cited the city of
Hue as one important reason why he does
noy favor an immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of all US ground forces, Vhat
~are tha facts cbout Hue?

Uaring the enamy'!s Tet offensive in
1968 a majo» battle developed over cantrol
of the city with the Comunists taking
large numbers aof prisoncrs, It was an-
ticipated that these civilian prisoners,

. many of wham were employed by the South
Vicsnanese Govermuent or the Americans,
would nevertheless willingly give their
support to the Comunists, However as
~ the tide of babtle turncd against the

Cornmunists and the civilian populace did

not !‘&ﬂ.];r to their side, the cnemy appar-

ently cked and simply murdered thame
the battle for the city had cndod
cbruary, hundreds of these

- men, women and children--

ound burried in shallow mass gravese

either been shot, bludgeoned or
burried alive, Late in Scptember
year, the remains of 250 persons

n a gorge south of Huc, while

week (Friday the 7th) 300 more

r hicdden in caves 6 miles

- Thus the total mumber

ans found in and around .

. 800 meters fram their Location,

- night,

2,

Therefore if you have any con=
tributions or suggestions for its
improvement simply address them to
THE. GIMLET NEWS, LZ Center, All
correspondence xn_u be given my full
attention,

GRATIFYING RESULTS

All too offten fire missions are
called in to owr artillery section,
B Batvtery, 3d/82d, by companies out
in the ﬁelc wherc terrain or prox-
imity to the target makes it imposs-
ible to obtain accurate lnowledge of
the results,

On Monday, Nov, 10, however, it was
a different story. As Delta Campany
was operating in the flatlands, they
spotted 5 W in the\apon approx:x_.mtoly
They
called in a firc mission for the arty
secetion on Center, B Battery quickly
responded and as D, Campany later con-
firmed, succceded in killing all 5
af the onanye A job well done,

SPCOKY AND SHADOW
DO THEIR THING”

There is no doubt that American
infantrymen in the ficld arc really
thankiul for the superior artillery,
nortar and air support available to
them both night and day. Partic--
wlarly at night when one might not
think it possible is this support
nosv welcome.

"On lov, 10 around 5:30 in the
afternoon," recalls PIC Frank Zydzik
(M]lwaukee, Visc.) "we began receiving
incaming small arms fire from 300
meters outside our night laager site."
Black Death then called in an arty
mission, They ccntinued receiving in-
caming fire from several locations
around their perimeter so they called
for Spooky and Shadow, Arriving on
the scene shortly thereafter, Spooky
and Shadaw "did their thing,"

around 2 am the eneamy gu:"‘

: w«:re silehted bt not before they lLad

fired 51 calibre machineguns, 30 cal-
ibre mathineguns and N»-ﬂ?s at the
aircraft overhead, -

At approximately L4:30 am Spooky
and Shadow left after having accom=-
plished their mission of protecting
friendly forces fram enemy attack at
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4. Alpha Company Delta Campany
"‘ §IBR‘S MEDAL: p ¥ SILVER STAR FOR VALOR:
‘ - SPL Herbert Moses, 1LT Stephen R, Maness,
‘( BRONZE STAR FOR VALQR: BRONZE STAR FOR VALOI
| SPl Bvan I, Harris; SPL Robert A, Mc~- gPT Sgeplfl,en F, Sendobry, Jr.; SFC
] Donald, uan asion,
‘ ARMY CQ'IMEMJATION MEDAL FOR VALOR: ARITY COMMENDATION MEDAL FOR VALQOR:
3:1; Bvan M, Harris; SPL James M, SGT Clyde L, Beckham; SPL Bruce M,
ner, {2k
..
an WeEn L UIsFG
1st Oak lLeaf Gluster), PFC William C, T Mpﬁsﬁg&iaicig CHﬁE?P%%
Meili (1st OLC); 11t David Teeple; 2Lt John A, Raymare; PFC David L, Smith;
Robert B, Tynan; SGT John W, Gurtis; PFC Neil S. Vincent; PFC David L,
SGT Gerald L, Sheffield; SP).L David-S, Ney o
McLean; SPL David M, Vaugh‘bers "SP4
Richard T, Was}ﬁgton, SPI, Roberb Ly - ; Eeho Campauiy
MeDonald; PFC Lyndon K, Johnscm, PFC XX
Freddie B, Sandars; PFG Wayne J, Van BRONZE STAR FOR VALCR:
Roosenbeek; PFC Alton R, Brovmg PFC LT Stephon Benseman; SGT Larry Hunts
David M, Murry; PFC Roy W, VealsPRC SGI Larry Gabriel,
d E, G ales; PFC Bohda.n ARIMY COMMENDATION IMEDAL, FOR VALOR:
Inwlamlmm" PRC W:_'L'I.:Lam G, Kubiak; PFC SSC;: Charles I'y Swaggert,
Deniel J, 2atitsas; PFC Wayme King; FURPLE HEART: .
I Douglas W, Buford, Jr, 1LT Stephen Benseman; SGT Larry Hunt;

SSG Charles F, Swaggert,

Sravo Campany

ERONZE STAR FGR VALCR: B e,

SSG i P, Fles! (1st OLC); PFC ARMY COlQ’ﬂBI\H)ATION MEDAL: FOR VALOR:
Ro Dong}l&l i, Green; PFC St C, W:Lne- PEC Steven Burkett,

Headquarter!s Company

brenner; PFC John I, Jackson; PFC PURTLE HEART:
Ceorge Beascn; PFC Gery L, IKlemm; PFC PIC George Darby; PFC Robort Stiverss
Dennis J,

ARY COLENDATION MEDAL Fcn(t VALGR : =
55G Donald P, Fleshman (1st OLC); SE! P 1
Harold]‘.. Ba*tley- PFC Gary W, Kaufi‘- ROMOTIO'\\'S
J.LT Jamaa G, Decker; SGT Henry R, To First Liocutcnant:
Connor; SGT Tony L, Slagle; SPY liguel 2LT Charles e W, Renesok; 2LT
V, Castello; PFC Lynn Paz‘ker; PFC - Kennoth -Es—Kermish,
M@iﬁ G, \J}mﬁy. To Stoff Scrgeant; .

SGT Raymond W, Selcer; SCGT Donald

E, Robinson,

. To Sergeant;.

SPL Orestes Trushj SPL Robert Tevere::
SPl, Walter Echevand.a

Headquarter's Camparny

To Specialist Six1
SP5 Dennis C, Alleson.

To Sergeant:
SPl Tony W, Weeks; SFL Kenneth F,
Morris; SPh Joseph Pearcey S
Robert E, Rasmuson,

To Specialist Four:
PFC James W, Kembls, Jr,

spEcm ANNOUNCEMENT-~ The Chmrligs 5
' - are happy to ooﬂntulate
(3 p: eart)



BDE HAS NEW CO

Hawk Hill, 10 Nov,=- Following the
change of cammand ceremony in which
Colonel Thamas H, Tack was suge
ceeded by Colonel James M, , the new
brigade cammander paid his h.rst visif- to
Centers Colonel Lee was impressed as he
reviewed the cambat record & 3d/215t,

In turn, the Gimlets bid you wel ano, Sir,

BN HF\S NEW COs

Wichin the span of two weeks, four
campanies in our battalion have netr
camanding officers, We of THE GIMLET
NEWS are oonfident that the outstanding
record the Gimlets have achicved in the
past will continue in the future as the
battalion progrosses under now leadershipe

1LT James G, Decker is the new CO of
the Bushmasters replacing CPT Ronald V,
Cooper who is now working in S-li,

1LT Dennis D, O'Neill has taken over
as the Charlie Tiger's

had the highest mmbar of reenlistments
in the AMERICAL DIVISION and 3d/21st
was high in the brigade with 56, Moro
recomtly, in Octobor, Alpha Cdmpcmy
took top honors with' 104 \

Roon?.tsmom. NGO 150 Juan Fasion
GOIN HOME /

The manth of November will sec a
substantial mumbor of Gimlets lcave us
to fly the "freccdom bird" hame, To
them wg wish a hoarty bon wvoyagoel

Bravo Campany is losing the following
personnel: SGT Michacl Fonner; SGT Ossie
Jonesy SGT Gary Kauffmang SGT Charles
Moody; SGT Tony Slagle; SPL Terry
Lovins; SPlj Mawrice Matto: SP4 Jack
Casterlinc,

The following Hds are leaving the
Black Death f : SGT He E, Powers;
SGT Clyde Lo Be a.m, Jre; SGT John A,
lasong SGT Lee G,

how top honcho, as 1LT 2
James V, Gordon leaves
for the US later this
monthe

Black Death's new CO
is CPT Eliu Camacho=
Vazquez, CPT Camacho

m::es CPT Laren H,
who has gone to

. CO, CPT Gary L.
- Gauthier, as 1LT Jamos
ihoemﬂ.th is t.heir new
0.

Bumsg SGT Ronnie R,
Coaky SPL Frederick
K, Diller; SPL Brucc
M, Applogate; SFL
I.croy A, Verne; SPL
Thomas J, Jordang

SP, William H, &nith;
SPL Woyne B, Lindloff ;
SPl John F, Urbkaj
SPL Ronald T,
Kaneshiro; SPL David
B, Anderson,

NEW FACES

THE GIMLET NEWS 1s
happy to welcame the
following men who
have joined ns in
rocent weekse

CHOICE NOT

Thinking about
want to spend Chrdistmas at home? Reenlist -

‘now during November and you will be hame
far the holidays, The minimum requircment
of time in service is 8 months, You
choose the MOS you wish to have on-the-
job training in in-country, and if found
“ualified, the job is yours. (You are

ald before you reenlist whether or not
rou arc cd,) And in most cascs
your choicc of location in Viet Nam can be
okay'ed as well,
~ "Short~timers"- If you are intercsted
selecting the location in the US for
next duty station or in attending an
school of your choice, scc your rc-

Caming to us fron
the 82d Airborne Division and going to
B Company are PFC Frank 3ahuylors FFC
Dave Connorsj PIC Michacl lMamny PFC
Torry Kaninoe :
PFC Chall D, Coock and PFC Thanas %a
Novy arc also from the 82d Airbcrme
and joining C Companye
Delta Company welcemes 2LT Ronald
S. Bpplin; PFC Donald Bickford; and

" PFC Paul Mtlchany,

Bolated greotings to SSG Hilliam
Althoide and SSG Eddy Lott who joined
the 81 rm fomily on Center sceveral
wocks 4g0e

The BTOC Gophers arc happy to wolw
came SE Richard T, Washington to their
numbere Richard comes fran Harrisburg,
Pa, and was formerly in Alpha Campany,
He is now serving as Colonel Bacon's
rameo tango oscar,



= UTIGER MAIL

A littlo short on medl these days? If
so do what Charlie Company did, Siiply
request that your CO (or soicone in a coie
perable position) writc to a gymdicated
colunnist sueh as “Oear ibby," "iolea
Help Us," or "Ann Landers' and ask to
have the name and address of your company
printed in their oolumn so that people .
back home can write, You might be sure
priscd at the results,

in the case of Charlie Campany, every=
thing started in June 69 when Mrs, Amn
Wagner of Union City, NJ, who had been
writing the company for yoars, took the
initiative to send tho Tigsr's address to
‘Helen lolp Us! in Calif, and “Mail Call:
Viet llam! in Colwmbus, Ga, "In no time
at all," rezalls lst SGY liobert W, Small-
6oib (ﬁ’i:l.kes-lhrro, Pa,) Metters and
packages ecane pouring in fron all over
the Ui, In fact so mamy letters came
that wo were unable to answor them all,"

‘oday, nearly six months later, Iiger
letters are still caming., The follawing
statanents are represcntative of how all
the Charlie Tgers I spokc to feel about
‘the response of people back houie,

<¥G Nels Bolstad (Ilains, liont,) is
writing to six “ger girls at once, .l
had this to say: "‘hey are always inter-
osting to read and you can get to know
people you might want to look up soneday
when you geot back to the world, Besides,
with Tiger lotters te answer, you always
have sameone to write to other than your

_ parents, "

T 1ikeo them” says SGT Dave Nazel
(M dland, Mich,), U'It's nicc to lmow
that if I don't happen to roceive :ail
from my family, there is usually always
a Uigor letter I can answer, And somec-
tines Yiger girls will send a !'carc pack-
age' whioh as every infantryman knows
ficans an awful lob to a man in the field,"

Lastly, perhaps PFC WHlliam Shoppard
(Jffalo, 1¥) said i% all when he doge °
cribed his feelings this way: Uihey are
certainly a morale booster, At least we

lmow that sone people back in tho world
w our fanilies and friends know
that we are ovar here 1 gare cnough

- detocted and

5.

SPly Bob Loftus, formenly of B Campany,
The murses work out of a dispensery in
the village while Job works from his
location on the FIMs hill, Together
they hold morning ofiice hours at tho
dispensery, using both Vietnamese and
Anerican nedieal supplics, In the
afternoons they each make house calls,

They are busy at this time of year
both with the rultitudes of skin pro-
blems that scom to affect eivilians
alnost as mmch as thoy do us, and with
uppor-respiratory problens ranging
fran oommon colds to pnewnonia, Ro-
cently they hed tho opportunity to
diagnosc a caso of hopatitis in a EF
solcier, and to assist CPT Timothy
Boker, Battalion Surgeon, and a group
of nedier from the aid station in tho
innoculation of soma 60 people, ine-
eluding momvers of his family and
othors who had -eontaet with him,

Nui Loc Son way not have “better
health to all fron .lexall," bubt thoy
do have sonething even bettor in their
nurses anc SPL Laftus,

81 rm Moxbars:
by PFC R, Ventriglia

Jde tho mon ef tho 8k gun crews are
proud of our nickname ‘'Upeedy Iire-
balls" for ire have lived up to it many
tines in the past, Our pun crews have
beca noted for their speod and aceuracy,
and for thoir alertness for firing on
eneciy inortar locations, «ll this givos
Charlie scoond thioughts about setting
“up nortar tubes to fire at Centor,

In orcer to be both fast and acc-
urate in resoonding to firo missions,
all our equimmont must be koot in tip-
ton shane, ‘hat this is indeced the
case wes denonstraved during the
recent (22 Oet) Comnand Mainbenanee
Managament Inspection (Ciid) as we
surpassed the 90% marlk, Congratula~-
‘tions Fircballs]

Bcho L,2:

* “his month work on the now CY
bunker has neared coapletion, The CP
“will bo usec for mail, swyply anc
oxderly rocil PUrPosSCs.

On the fire mission side of tho
ledgor, support of line companies
has been our prine intorost, ‘n the
past 3 weeks alone we have carricd
out over'20 such firc missions, "

BG4 Larry Dyous! (Atlanta) 106 gun
squad did a finc job in helping oub
Charlie Cormany last weck uncer the
guwicance oS SPl Ron Gagne (Springficld,
Mass)

Moamiiile our "silont cye” keens
a consbant vigil, waiting for Chorlie
w0 try and hit Center, On several
occasions enay moveient has beon
' e action taken
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