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Beginning in this i s sue of f~-m= .GD'lLET NEw'S is the first of a two part _ historica.l 
sketch of the.3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry. This first pa_rt recalls the actions 
of the unit from t he time of its inception through the perioi. of :tae ~Korean 
W~. Tl'.le · s e-cond :r.:art ·will deal with the activities of 3/21 in Vietna~. 

- p • -. . 
. . 

. 'hie 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry was first constituted during the early part 
?f the America_n. Civil · 1t!ar ·by proc·lamation. of President Abraha.m Lin.coln. The unit-" 
~desig17-at e.d at that ctime ·as Company C; 2nd Bn, 12th- Inf, -was formed on the 28th 

_.- ~f lVJa~y 1862 at Fort ·Hlmilton, N.:Y. as part of the regular Army-. · 
... ~Jajor battles in .. which · Co c, 2/12 ·wa·s involved are Peninsula, Anti~tam, Fred-

ericksburg,, G~ttyshurg, and ChancellorSV"ille. · - - .:: . · 
.Following the· cortcl~sion .of ·the Civi·l War '. C Co, 2/12 was re·or~nized as eo. ·:c 

21st I nfan~ry on 7 December 1866. - · -. ·. .. _ . . ._ : .. .. 
' -

. During World War I the 21st Infantry R.egimept served al~ng the M~xican border 
hel ping to keep peace in that -part of the wor·1«· whe.ce -banaits · like Pancho Villa. 

. were ·Crea ting trouble . ,-
The 21st Infantry Regiment was assigned to the 16th Division in 1918, wa·s de­

~o• ~ ized in 1919· and reactivated in 1921 as pa.rt of the Hawaiian Division. From 
t - until Worli -~'1ar II the unit was garrisoned in the Territory of ·Hawai1:.. It 
was -.~ing this peri·od that ··the nickname ''Gimlet11: came into· being. ''Bore brother 
bore'' was the unoff i cial motto of -the Regiment. A g:unlet is a hard tipped )oring 
tool, hence the nickm.me ''Gimlet.'' - · .. 

The fir st real f ighting for the 21st .r1egiment- n& a part -of the 24th Divisio~ 
::: 8=,S.:of :october ~1941- ca19e .in World. War . II when they wer·e s·ent ~~~ore in N,',f?W 
~ .. · On,:Ll;lea:,. -s pearheading a ~:: assault · against· the Japa_nese at· Tanahmer.ah Bay. ·The dat,e 
r. · was ·22 .. April 19'·-1• • . . _-,.~ . . . 
~~ ~ 

. The·n came the - . i nvasion of the PhU·ippines. Tre 21st Infantry landeti. at Red 
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Bea.ch .-on Leyte in Oct.ob er. He~vy .fi_ght.i~g o.ccured o~ .. µeyte_, . Luzon, and o-:ther 
islands ·in the Southern Philipp-ines. That the R~gimertt did its job well is re­
flec:t_~d in the Pres idential Unit Citation awa.rde4i. by~·a grAteful Philippine 
G 9ire'rnment. 

·wring the Korean ,rJ"ar the iVGimlets 1' helped hold the line in - the Pusan Per­
imeter and ;fought both ChiI?-ese and No-rth Korean -forces. Eight streamers were 
added. t_o the colors and ·the up.it was awarded . two US Distingv.i~hed Unit Citations 

' . 

a nd· two Republic of Korea Pre,sidential · Unit Citations~ 
• 

Next i s.·sue of THE GIIvJLET NEWS: 
.' 3/21 in Vietna.m.. 

. ; 

• 

,_ ... 
. .-· 

• ,.._ '. ~ ·G I-~ ...,._... ._. I . 

In Change of ·Conunand Ceremonies hJ2~ld --_ a~graduate of . th.,e US ?JJilitary Academy 
at Hawk Hill- en l !-'1ay, Coi•ne1·-_~dwi~n-/.1 · .. · at West Point and has serv·ed in _world -
K.enne.iy assumed comroant . 6f .. th~ .19-,th War -II_, tne .. Kore~n ""'-- . ict and in the 
Infantry Briga-cte-, thus -re.lievi·ng RepU:bliq of ·vietiwn. 
C9·l•n.el James ~1. Lee. Colene:l Lee is · · ·now th~ G-3 Off'icer 

Colon~l Kenne dy (Gulfport, Mis s) i s , in XXIV Ccrps • 
• 

. , 
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·/ I / ____ 
The fv.......v indivi.duals have be-en 

se for pr-Miot_ion to SSG E-6/ SGT 
E-5. 

sta.rr ·sergea.nt 
Charlie Co: :CS.vid R. ~cKecn. 
Delta Cc: Milton s. Eidson. 

• 

~ THE GD'lLET ·rm"~ 
.___ -· ·-G._ _- ~ L ~""' ... 

. - _ __,_ 
President ·. Nuo~ _ signed into law a 

measure · _ · · sing by 34. 6 .. perce-nt 
the. benefits avai·la.b-le to vet-erans of 
the_ Vietnam War. 

The n:e.asure would increase from $130 
to_ :u>l 7$ pe~ -month the -allowance for 
full-time Single ve~eran students. _ 

' .... 
Press S·ecretary Ronald Ziegler said. 

Sergeant _.· t _he rnea,su.re., retroa.otive .to 1 February 
_ ~l.ph&·.JCoi-·- Oiv-ici 1v1. 1"111.rray; ~ ,r would ,cost an esti·nated $132.4 millir>n 

. ' . 

RogArs. _ duri~ -the curre-nt . f~soal year and 
Charlie Co: Gerald Pruonto. $275·.i _5 million during: ·fiscal 1971. 
Delta Co: Roger L. Bennett. . Persons with more than six months . . . 

Echc Co: Ivan E. O_dle; Kenneth E. service-. in the -Armed Forces sinee 1964 
Kless; Jen F. Wolfe; ·-Ernest I. 4lrum;- ' W-oul·d be e.ligible for the benefits. 
Gerald ~. _1\Janee; Noe A • .dotj.rig.uez. . T,her~ --~re- ·,e,urrently some 736,000 ve-t-

HBC: Gary _D .. . Stavac; Harold.- l'lillia.ms · · · erans· · :~taking adv'~ntage of the GI Bill. 
Paul D. -Snodgrass. . -. _, _ .. .,.._, -~· . ---,-. ,-. . . . .- . .. . .. 
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On April It SP6 P~nnis Allis-pn left t ·-he Bat.talion Aid. Sta.ti~n ·and LZ·'Cente.·r 
after eleven months of remarkably able and spirited· w~rk. , SP6 Allison· came in 
country after . graduating .from a -40 .1-1.eek course a·t Letterman General llospital in 
San Francisc<,, .a course which trains ·_ the - Army1·s equivalent of- · a civilian 
licensed practical . nurse. . or .. :_ course rrany more duties· are · expected:: or t~e-Army-' s· 
tfSuper lv.iedics, '' esnecially .of those stationed in forward aid stations;· than ·are 
expected of their · civilian· counterparts, and· SP6 Allison di,d considerably more 
than was expected· of him. For example, after one or two ··months 1 experience with 
sicl<: call, he wa.-s making accu,rate . diagnoses . and prescribing therapy -for con-
ditions more complicated than the jungle rot 13:,nd colds· whic~ are the ~sual 
medic 1 s provence • .- And -he ,-1as -q~ick to -- -learn·_ _ and a-nxious to perf ~rm sue~ · minor 
surgical techniques as s_uturing -and _r~moving ingrown toenails.·. vvhenever ·someone 
was wounded on the h_ill, SP6 Allison could always .be expected·. on the -scene ' with 
h~s first aid bag. , . .. 

• . , 
I 
l' ,! 

; 

In addition to his work on the h_ill, hw served as ·the medic on .several Head~. · 
qua1 .. ters Company patrols., a_nd . conducted an average . qf one ·MEDCAP -a .1-veek· in /Nlf.i 
Lac Son, where he is still referred to .fondly as 1'Tee~tee.:Doc. -'' .He won 11~'the 
Tillagers t aff .. ection by hts S-i11cere ·.(_-... ~. : :l< ~ern · with- everyth_ing .·fr:~~m .. their cuts -and . . 
scratches to illnesses requiring hi1;·1 on at least -two occasi·ons · .t .o spend the . ·. . 
n:ight -at_ their bedsides-. . . -· · · · · · - :' · '.: · :· · ·. · · · · · · :·:· \. 

S.fi6 Allison :rE!turns to ~he world-.tc 0crve _. until April _. , pf n~xt -year -a:t Fitz-: : ·. · · · __ ; 
s immons . ·Gene_ral Hrispi tal .. in -Denver _., f\ _ _.:: ·t.er,' that ·_ . he-. ·:Will --sta-1't .. ··,:ooll~,ge,, ,c~p~ob,a.bl,y : .· :·iJ('. 
near .his ho.me in Fre-sno, Californiat: i.~t.·_~-:.r1 at ou~ J3attalion Surg~_on:3,:· ·t _o-wh9m SP6. _------.i~ 

A~J...ison ~-ras an invaiuable .helµer, ha::.- ;·.\J_'.::,;ourag_ed i1im to ,go .on::·~.o m·~dic:al .. school, · ··_:· ·)·· 
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but he felt that it is too early to 0~:;1, wh·ether or not ·he.t_q, __ ;like -.to be .Dociio:r- _:: ::.:: ~'. 
Allis on somenay. .··Je-- ar·e sure that 11h_a t .. ever care~:r-_ he pursues; h~ will ma..ke of it. . · · 

. . ' . "\ 

the _same outstanding_ succes_s he made of pis year · on Li~ Zulu. -Center. 

* 
/-· 

. 
' . 

The Editor.ial Staff.- of · -THE GD'lLET 
• 

NEWS would like to extend a fond fare-
well to lLT William T. Cox, f.~(~11:i.or 

duty offic_er_ in BTOC, as he rotat~.}~ in 
mid-}1ay. . . 

11T Cox in addition t ·o his ·taxing 
- . 

duties as senior LNO has giv~n of hia, 
. 

time and energy . unselfishly to s-e:rve-
. . 

as ·an occasional editorial consultant. 
- . -

It has been his desire to remain .in 

\ . . . 

* 
TO 2 -il -COX • • 

. . 

the ·ba~l,cground ·all these months· a.nd: to 
accept n·o · credit - for himself. · But· as 
he is- _ departing this lr.,cation, his 
anonymity need no longer be classified 

Hifs- smiltng _face will1
.- long be re­

membereq. 'in- BTOC, as · will the kind 
words h·e had for all who\ ·,-,c,rked ·Wi.th 

. . . 

him: ~'You' :re .. not q.t at_t;_ention yet'.?'! 
. Qertainiy: ,BTOG t S ·· ~OSS·· l~:iil . be :CON:US:1 ' 

gain. · -FA.~~_..,. .• · . . ..,. -- ·-~ ... -:!' ,<' ... ... y;-.... . . --· .... , : · .:.· ·_ .-' ':: · 
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. _,· . Apr 1-15 · 
1 

! · Enemy· ldlled ••••••• .- •• 15 

. t . i 
. t · . f •' . . . : ' :· " 

t .. ....... .,.lllillllllll, ,• __ _ 
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I. ,. --'.11 ............ 
' - ,. .. ,~ L -~· .. , 

Apr 16-30 . 
t: i 

28 ..... ....... Enemy Killed ~ 1 

I 
' 

lw ••.••• Prisoners of War 

. . .. . 

} ., ., 
· l Prisoners of War ••.••• ~ 0 

' .. , '! '. " ,·l"'·.,,. ""' . • ... ., ., .. _.. ..... --- ---·---~--------------~ -------• • 
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LTC JOHN Ivl. MISCH ••• .•••••••••••• c~mmanding Officer 
CS~ EDWARD J. OLENDER.~ .••.. Gornmand Sergeant Major 

- .. · SSG .. PAV·ID_ R. MCKEO~ ,·. '• · .•••••••••••• Edi tor-in-·Chief 
' .· . 

• . . THE Gil':'lLET NE-~~ · is an a-~erized ·b.iweekly 
p-.hJjca-tion :of .the 3r-d Battalion, ·,?1st 

· Infant·ry. ·. The Tiews expressed 
• 

are·· no.t ·necessarily· those ·· · 
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CORR£,._,,,PlNP£H·rs 
Fr~m time to time civilian c·orres-

, pendents may be seen on fire supnort 
bases or in the f i eld interviewing .. in-
dividuals. Y0u. may answer questions, 
put common sense and good judgment 
must be used. · 

. . 

.A good rule · .of t humb is that · you as 
an i ndividual s hould · discuss onl.y 
1-hose .matters of which you have first-· 
hand knowledge. 

. ' 

* 
. . ' 
., ' . 
'~·· ' . ~ 
;1 ~ ,__- I GAi 
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'··. . T11e VG reportedly are in possession 
.· · ~f two -thousand- cigarette lighters con-
/\/.·_ .. . _.·. t a ining plas t ic explosives. The light-
::,:: ,_ . ers :a.re ~n · imitation of the ''Zipp.0 1' 
. ' ' 

~/:?- l~~ghter arid are s et to explode when 
. \-.:-i ' 

ir--· ' . ·. the f lint wheel . is turned. ' . 

1 , . · . · • · _ or two persons . :··a t · -close,· range. .The 
(·1 .. , · ·.- ., · · pl a n is to distribute the explosive-
J, · · ·· filled light ers along roads and in pub-

~."/~:-,:' , . i.ic ,,p1act3~ .-_:f-i'"'eque·nted-.-: b.y us ·.,persorirtel:,: .- · 
·.;.- · givi ng the appeara.nc·e : t hat the light-

1.,,; ~-· _ ers were left ··by a·cc·ident. Exact coun-
.l~:( · . try-wide · distribut ion . is -.unknown a·t 

11, ~ ' • ' 
' . ' ' . 
ft,: . t his -time. . . 
-I ' ' • 

t, The enemy ha·s b een known to make 
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use of such booby-trapped lighters :in, 
the past to infli ct c~sualties upon un 
suspecting individuals. . 

Any . lighte1"'S 1'found'' Sho.u.ld not be 
tampered· ,-1tth · or · moved. The neare·st 
EOD unit should-be ·ccntacted at cnce. 

. . 
• 

' . 

. . . 

f\ 
~"'"¥. ---~.,,,.,· ,; ._ .. -:-:-... . .....,.,, --. •u •) ..... _ • I 

.-- ;_ r _.lV .._,'.,:,, .:· • 1"lr \' ... ...._ _,,, ._::> arrows 
,,--.... .-~·\ -- -..... . ... ..:-·--.. .... \ . 

. • -~ 4A• · ~-· -- . •' - · ' --~ :i-..~, -•, . 
"\ \• _. ( . ; 

, : ... " ' .. . , , ~ ""' -... 
' .. 

I
I : - . _. .._.._,_ ! ',. 

,. ' tllr ........ ....... f -----
I ., • ¾a, 

,snake_ 
3l<in 

l . ,-, - ....... ~ ..... ""·-. 
. ',... .. ..._ - -- ........ . ..... ... ' ... 

I 
• I - ,+, r,-,~..,, • 

.,_, ........... ------·s, ...... __ , ____ ·~----. ~. ·., ·-- a. sun 
.i 11. . ' . . ~ 
: ·' :. ~ . 

\ ; ;· ..,,L-... · • • ' • .. f Ort 
•.. , .... \ -.... ', ·, '- . - ~'J ...,_ rt ' 1 

\ J · __ , ·~ - .... · ____,. .. .!·': ,.., .. c e da. r 
\ 1"' 
~- ~ "-\ ·-·~ .,.~ 

. ·, I) 0 'T !.) -, ........ , ..... 

THE Gil1LET CREST: a ·gold .aa~kg-round 
. with blue . a:nd white· depicting ·- ·the 
colors of . the ·Infantry. Four arro1-1s l"'~ 

present the ·4 Indian ca,mpaigns fought 
.by the ·· Gimlets~· ,-The· snake skin ··i-S a~ 
Indian symbol of 1-var; the katipunan 
sun indicates --.the unit 1 s . participation 
in the Philip11ine insurrection in the 
1930 ts ..• The five bastione.d fort at the 
top of the crest reca.lls the Gimlet's 
participation with V Corps during the 
Spanish/American \iar. The green cedar 
tree represents the unit's baptism of 
fi·re during the Civil :tJar on 9 Aug 
1862 at Cedar lvjountain. · And the mottc 
cf Jd Bn, 2-lst. ··Inf. is ''DUTY.'' 
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· ·/U/ · JO!v' P/1 ch' 
The· Ameri··ca·i Divisi·on -shoulder·. patch is i.~~ the !onn of a· .shield and has four 

whit ~ st ars:, on'a blue ba-ckgrOund. The blue ..1;~~~sents' the infantry and the stars 
ar.e·· i n the ' .. -. arrangement of the· Southerr1 Ct-~~~ ._:~· group of fixed -star5 . in the 
Southe"l .. n : -· ....... re,.: ind.ica ting-·th€ organizatib~ ·?·~"a of the Division. · 

' ,. . ' 
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