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It 1s u:g.thl‘emraﬁze plea~
sure that I introduce to
you the nevly founded 4Lth
Sattalion, 31lst Infantry
! Polar 3eers" bi-monthly
nevspa*)er "est of West",
I think the name selected
renresents this Battalion
extremely well, West of -
West simly signifios
that we are recdy to move
further topr=ue pezce and
to restore to the meonle
of South Vietncm  that
nrecious freedom that
‘they so desire.
The '"Polor Bears" gpe &
trenendous unit, and
every menber should, and
cen, be »roud of it, of
not only the history of
the 318t prior to Vietnem
but colso the fine record
of  accomplishments here
in Vietnam, One ef these
accomjplis}nnents I'd lil-e
to sinzle out—briefly,
that 1s the reestablish~
ment of Hiep Duc District
by t h e government of
South Vietncn,
In early 1965 tie NVA ond
VC were successful in
overrvaning dep Duc ond
foreing the withdrawel of
GV.. Control, GVII was
then forced to ramcin eut
of IHep Duc until such
tine as the enamy force

-proud

could be defeated and D~
cification could be ini-~
tieted, The nission of

eliminating the enomy
force fell on tle shoul-
ders of you, ond your

comrades of eerlier days,
that mission hns heen ac~
complished wvith  anazing
results, The enany with-
in this arez has been de-
fected and in order for
any mejor enemy initiated
action to ocecur it would
be necessery for them to
relocate forces  irithin
the area, On 4 March

1969 CGW reestablished

the District of liep Duc
by returning with locel,
District and village of-
ficisls, rural and popu-
lar forces, The result

you have all been eyevit~
ness to.

I3 is results such as
these that enable you as
a '"Polar Bear" to be

of yourself, your
agsociates and your unit,
As other nissions are as-—
signed, I am certain that
the fine records alrecdy
esteblished will be con-

tinued and improved,

MALAR . WILL
KLl .. TAKE,
YOUR - RILL?!

N, COMPANY
DESTROYERS

The VC of the Que Son
Yiep Duc Valleys zare Iin
ing out Lot ing
can indeed coxo in smell
paclkeges than''s te the
accomplisiments ef  ten
"Polor Decrs!" from D Co.

Tre ten-mrn scurd is 'mown:
s the "Destroyer Elamentt
This tightr-'oxvit aroun

has done an outstonding
job for wus since it wes

formed threce moaths ago,
Mexplained CPT John Whit-
tecor (Saline, ¥an.) the
D Co. Commcnding Cificer,
"They have »eisonclly ac-
counted Yor 23 enany

dlled, 10 centurcd weo-
pons, and 12 enemy ori-
soncrs!"

SP, John Werven (lunts-
ville, Ale,) who ccis as

tho slemont's squad loader
axplained the nature of
their missions, "Wo are a
small element; so we con
move culckly ond cuietly'h
Nest of tho time we con
surprise tho enemy befoie
they know we are around".

(CON'T FAGE 2)



mend Sergoont llajor of
this ©ino Battolion with
a combat rocord and os-
prit dleorns socond to
nene in Vietnom, However,
no matier liew outsitanding
a uwnit is, it will always
have its strong and weak
noints,

We must dmprove on our
strong onoiats end  work
herd | to corwvect our weak
ones, One such weak point
is our militery courtesy,

especially when & couany
has Jjust come uw on a
fire supnort base oftor

coming out of the fiold,
I oxhect 2 maxdnum offort
concerning  this poin v
from every enlisted x

in this fine unit,

DESTRCYERS

CON'D FROM PG 1)
Typical "of the fast reac-
tions thot have contii-
bused te the success, of
the "Destroyer Elcments!
wes  tho bohawvior of SPA
Joe Teller  (Pittsficld,
lizss,) during & rece nt
nission, Tho '"Destroyer
Elemgnt™ moved quickly
into  what a)wearod to be
a deserted homlet., Act-
ing complotely on his own,
SP4 Keller moved cuickly

to the .back door of a
noar by hootch, Peering
insjde, Xeller obscrved

two VC taking deadly aim
on the wmsuspecting Po-
ler Beer Infantrymen out-
side, Without hesitation,
Keller jumped inside the
hootch and shot it out at
pointblonk rengo with the
startled VC, When the
gunfiro subsided, two VC
~y dpad, and an SKS ri~
flo ond a M-l carbine had
bocn captured, Keller head
como ~thibough. the fracas
wnhurt,
An intoresting sidelight
to tho exciting exploits
of they '"Dostroyor Elo-
ment" 1s tho fact that
two menmbor of the scuad
aro cousins, They aro Sr4
Richerd Gestons (Enst
Long Mendow,liess) and PFC
Gharlos Chatonas (Ludlow,
Mass.) "Wo grew up cbout
fiva miles from- ecolh o~

ther, explained SP/ Cas-
ton, We hove boen togo-
ther ever gince wo cumo
in tho Army". 'Wo both
Bed Basio Training ot Ft,
Gordon and AIT et Ft Jacke
son',

Tho "Dostroyer Kloment "
is an oubtstonding «dd
tion to tio "Polar .:cvus".
Other membors of tho
group not proviously moie
t:i-ncd inelvdo: SP4 Borry
Hazper (I{g:m. msseg, Go.)
S5 Pote’ HernenGesz (Troa= .
hee, Colif) S¥4 Temry Ku= '
haaw \T“’ccma, wWachn, ), 54
Jim Pell (Rivewside, Co,)
S24 Themes Dyo (Oek Cro*'o,
La.) end  SP/% Bob Abbott
(Gary, mdia.na_)

B CO--K¥ LLS‘
i \/(.. fAfTURES
2 AK 47"

Scouting " Polar Bear "
units can bo hazardecus
occupation, A two-mon V
reconnaissance element
learned this the hardway

in recont ection north~-
wost of Tem Ky. B Co.

of 4/31 was ongaged in
Iiop Duc Velley. As thoy

moved in to their day log-
gor, SP4 Louis Torry (El-
dorado, Arkanscs) obser-
ved two V0 hiding in some
tall grass on a noarby
hillside. The VG appeared
to be.vory interested in
tho activities of B Co.-

The VC were too far eaway
to bring offective fire

on thom, explained CPT

Williem H Gaylor (14noral
Wolls, Te,:a;g the CO of
B Co. " sont a2 rein-
forced squad up the hill
towverd the onemy since
the high gress made it
impossible for the VC

to see my men”, The Polar
Boars moved to within 40
moters ef the unsuspec-
ting VC before they were
finally detected by the
onomy, The VC attemptod
to ovedo down the far
side of the hill through
the tall grass. Thoy wore
ongaged &t a distenco of
50 moters with M-16 ri-
fles. Two VC KIA's resul-
ted, and two AK-47 rifles
with four magezines of
ammnition were ocapturod,

ORIGIN
OF
THE

POLAR
BEARS

Few uvnits in the United
States Amy con oquel the
cutstanding record of tho
4th Rattelion, 2ist In-
fantry. The'Poler Eremsil,
havo coptributed firty-
two yu Ts of ovorscas ser
v:u' uh t‘vo lation,

s - b‘lr+h of tho unit oc-
cu:rvod on 13 fAungust 1916
in'the Philippino Islonds,
Two years laotor the rogl-
ment was sout o Russia
on its first combat mis-
sion, Lending in
vostok in  Southecstern
Russia, the L4/3ist was
res) wonslb'l.e for defonding
the Trans-Sibericn Reil-
road against attack from
tho various military fac-
tions commeting for powor’
in Russie in 1918, - The
4th Bn,, 31st Inf, with-
drow from Russi. in 1920
efter distincuishing it-
self during the coursc of

the Sibori-a  Cempeign,
For its scrvice in Sibe-
ria, the 3lsv Rogiment

was namod thc'Polor 3e r»
Regiment, -nd it roceciwved
tho first of its mcny bat-
tlestreamers,

The "Poler Boor" bocumo
tho officisl regiment.l
crest within tho next ten
yoers, Tho Reginont-l
Coat of Aims ombodies the
principle fe~tures of the
units oarly hisvory.
Against & Dbackground of
infontry Dbluo stonds =
soa lion gresping o riflo
in its pews end a fixod
bayonet. Undor tho shiold
is engravod the regimon-
tal motto, "Pro Paotric,
which ncans " For Our
Country", Abovo the shield
stords a Polar 3oar, The
sca is tairon from tho Coat
of Arms of the Philippim
Islonds, while the Pelar
Boer symbolizos the part
played by tho 3lst Infan-
try in Siberia.

Vliodi-



SHCTCATIO N OF

'Tho "Polar Boars" of the
4th Bn - 3lst Inf. are !
engaged in one' of tho
most signifidant pacific~ |
_a'b:Lon projocts in the I
Corps Tea%icil Zone, The

sctulement\ .of somo 2,800
Viet unameue' ‘refugees  at
Hep! Ducy odnd the re-
establisiment ofr GV

control” inrthe District
erosmidestonos. oflachie-:
vowent  indcdthelerea of
civil effairs,
Hiep Due Valley was once
inhabited by 7,000 neople,
It was a productive,
agriculturel region with
o busy merlketplace, hos-
»nital, and a achool for
the children of the dis-
trict,  Ini 1965, VG/NVA
torrorism™ - ‘roashcd” such
oro-mrylons t’ar_t “the® dis~
trict govwmx\.h'b SR g (el
c1als were forced to flec
to the nrovincial canital
of  Tam Ky -for sa_cty.
Grocdually, the majority
of the »nopulece was relo-
cated in refugee centers |
at Tam Ky end Nui Loc Son.
For years, Hicp Duc Val-|
loy was controlled by the
VC/iVA, Tho region oven-
tuclly camo o be inclu~ |
ded-in the erea of opcra-
tions of the 4th Bun, 3lst
Inf, To the "Poler Becrs!
fell +the difiicult task
of eliminating the VC in-
frastruecture and driving

the VA wunits from tho
Valloy,
Two US olcmen ts remoined

on LZ Xarcn to affor as-—
sistance to the Victna-
meso officials, The first
such eloment is the 4/31
liesen tcem which hes the
rosponsibility of coordi-
neting the joint efforts
of the 196th Inf, Bde.,
MACV, end . the Govermaent
of Victnem, The liason
team is currontly medo up
of two formor "Poler Boax!
Infantr_;"mon who . oxpressod
2 dosire +to holp the pco="-

plo of Hicp Duc, Thoy -
arc SGT Jov Goodwin (ACo)
and SP4 Bill Carroll(DCo).
The socond U, S. oloment
found at Hoip Duc is a
Mobil Advisory Tccm from
MAGV. This five-men team
ig hoaded by CPT S'ta.nloy
B;own +the sonior advisc

to uho Hiop Due Projoct.

Y

Much has been cccompllsaed

sinco!' the; first: small .
hand i‘ull of rofugces ar< i
rived in March; Homes
for

constructed, = Sanitation
has been groatly improved
in the refugee conter,
MEDCAPS have rcduced the
impact, ef dlSOO.SO .among
the psople. 3 .
Ourrently,.a rico 1*La.rves‘c.

is chbeing, conducted. that.

will eneble the. people of
Hiep Duc to holp sustain
their own food supply.
Hundreds of pounds of
rice " are being horvested
cach day, and often, the

rice is carried great dis-

tances to the collection
point by hand,
and

future, - Rcﬁlg‘e‘es will bo
air=lifted to IHep Duc on
a regular basis u.nt:.l tho
formor’ popilatiod is" res-
tored, Each individual
will | reccivo land of his
own, Former - inhabitents

of the Valley will be al-
lowed -to recle.:'m their ¢’

old homes,

Such is the story of the
Hiep Duc Valley.,  Tho po-
tentia.l of this beautiful
aroea is unlimited.
Through the energy of the
Viectnemese inhabitents,
This arca will hcpofully
blossom w:i.th nrosPerity.
In “tho® yea:m ‘Cto -aome Vo
poacoful “thriving” Hiop

Dug’ Distﬁct ‘would” be &

fitting memorial te thg

the 2,800 refugees |
now &t Hiep Duc have been:

A school,.
a small hospitel ero
in iﬁhax nlans;Lori the, near |

CHIER DI

~Polrr /Besr who wrosted
,' it fron Communist comtrol.
Many "Polg:r‘ Bogr ! Iai‘gn-'
trymen can; fomombﬂr ta~
king. part in combot opera-
tions ‘in | tho shadow. of
the ruins of tho Hiep Duc
Hospitel elong Idghway
. 534, Stoadily, 'tho VC
loaders ' ‘were olJ_mJ_n bed;
weapons wire captured; VC
,‘ ralhed 6 tho a3do of
+ho Gov;zrgment of « Viethem
under — the "Chicu Hoi"
. Program, Units of the 2nd
"~ NVA' Division who once mo-
ved about freely in the
Velley were driven into
hiding in tho mounteins.
Eerly in 1969, it wes ap-
parent that the Hiep Duc
1y Valley. had been pacified
i to a prcht e:rtent, It wes
time to rostorc the GVI to
wocle s, Tightful . ploco . en
*. ~ home so0il,  Tho farmors of
‘Hiep Duc could once again
cultivate their fioelds
hrld paddies,/ § :
In March of 1969, Regio-
nal and Populcr Forcos
arrived on LZ Karen to
” securo a plece for the
establishment of a2 tempo-~
rory distriet  headquar-
tors.' Acting es ‘district
chief, was 1LT Nguyen Duc
Vinh (ARVEY), Io essumed
comnand of LZ Karon from
LTC Robort B Longino, tho
Commanding Officer of tho
4th Bn,, 31lst Inf, 27 GVN
officials ~from the vil-
loges iend: -hemlots ef the
district- rarrived o as-
sist LT Vinh  in the ad-
ministration of the dis=
trict.

HERE IT COMNES l‘OWl ‘l’"lE ULLIL.A“‘E WEAPON




CHAPLAINTS COR VER

TAKE T

HE HIGH (¢

"I will 1ift-up mine-eyes — '—-long, hot day_in tho figld

wto the hills, fram
whence eameth my halp.
My holp cometh from the
Lord which made Heaven
and Earth",

~Psalm 121: 1-2
Evory visitor or newcomer
to ILZ West is improessod
by the surrounding beauty
of thoe mnorning viewed
from the hill, It's an
cwosomo sight as the sun
risos, casting it's glare
on theo whito clouds that
oling to tho tops of the
rolling hills and moun-
tains, This high ground
view raminds us that
thero can be besuty and
poace in the midst of ug-
liness and war.
Tho high ground plays an
importent role in  the
life of the Polar Beaors,
Onc wolcomes that hump to
tho high ground aftor a

or moving to o Firo Sup-

port Bese after sovoral

days humping in tho "Boo-

nios", From this van-

tago point ho fools more

socuro and can rost much
bettor, Is this not a pa-
rablo about 1lifo? Some-
timgs a1l about wus is

difficulty and hrrdship;

our lives arc over cast

with uncertainty end

deubt, Visibility is 1li-

mited, bHut in climbing to

the high ground wo soe

lifo from & new lovol, .

with a now porsyectivo,

Wo find rost, socurity

and comfort from our pro-
bloms end toils,

This suggests to us that

meny timos we noed to get

away from our problem in

order that wo may -wroner-

ly size.it up. We necd

solitudo., We nced to be

~ROUND

8till and not afraid te

be alone., Evon our Lord
noedod & now ovcluation
of the robloms confron-
ting him, Ho noeded to
climb a mouwntein, and
thore in tho highor at-
mosphoro of his Father's
presonce life seomed loss
complex and tho cloarer,
We noced God, to whom wo
may go for holp end rcos-
surance, Evoluating our
situction in the atmos-
phere of God's presenco
not only gives us a cloem
or vision but also af-
fords us nower to sce it
through,

Proyer: O God, holp us
amid the noise and con-
fusion of life to pull
apart ond bo ealone with
thee. Kocp wus closes to
thee thet we moy lmow thy
will and follow thy way.
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"DOGGONE IT DOC!..THERE'S GOTTA BE SOMETING'
WRONG WITH MY EARS!.. I DISTINCTLY HEARD MULDOOW
VOLUNTEER FOR A PATROL"!!!

—— " "Wost of Wost

LTC Robert B. Longino
SP, William Crawford

Reporter

This nowsshoot is nublishod bi-monthly by tho 4/31

Infentry,
authorizod —ublication.

horoin de not necesserily ro- rosont

196th Infunury Brigado APO 96256, as an
Vicws and opinions orsrossod

thoso eof tho

Dopa.r‘hnont of tho Army., AFPS matorial usod. -
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Wost of Wost

Do you know any intcros-
ting or humorcus hepron-
ings concoring your ifol-
low Polar Boars? Sond it
into Sl. It may be used
in Wost of West,
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