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RAT.TALION
COMMANDER

LG Cecil Il, Henry as=-
sued comznd of the Lth
Dattalion, 31st Infantry,
during o recent cereumony
on LZ 'est., LTC Hemry
acceptec the commiand from
LTC Robert B. Longino who
had cormiandéd W/3st since
nid=J aNUATT «

L0 Henry, a native of
loue, ‘‘eoryia, served =s
a mwener of the faculty
and sta’™ of the Command
and General Staff College-
at Tort Ieavenworth, Xan-
sas, prior to taldnpg con-
manc of the "Iolar Bears!

LIC Tonrivo (itlante,Ca)
Will “be assigned _to.the
Cffice of the Comptroller
of the Arwy in "‘ashington
BeCa 8

Amons: those in atten-
dance were liajor Ceneral
Iloyd ", Ramsey, Comman=-
ding Ceneral of the Ameri~
cal Division and Brigadier

“eneral Tallace .. Clewent,

Deputy Americol Division
Commen’er, Also present
were Colonel Thomas I,
Taclcherry, Coumanding
Officer of the 106th In-
fantry Trigade.
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IN IPTINFANTRY

POLAR BEARS HAMMER
NVA IN AK VALLEY

Uolar ?.elr troops Ikilled 58 i’A soldiers and cap-
tured ten individuel weapons during recent heavy
fighting south of LZ est. In addition, the L/31
Lifantrymen destroyed in excess of 300 enemy struc-
tures in the course of ten days .of coatact with
Lhe 31st Regiment of the second iVA Division.

Tlements of the 4th Bn., 31st Inf. entered AX
Volle; v 3located some 15 miles due Vest of Tam Ly.
Three companies (4,B,D) =as well as the recon pla-
toon took part in the sweep which was conducted as
a part of Operation Fredericl: Hill.

Delts company, cormanded by CPT lorman liekkelson,
wes the first element to make contact. The Poler
Bear Tnfontrymen received automztié weapons , fire
as they moved to search the area. It is believed
that D Co. was in contact with en m ti---aireroft
company qf the 31st iVA Regiment. UThis was sub=-
stantizted by the fact thot severzl, fresh .51 cal=
iber machine gui emplacements were found in  the
vicinity.

For the most part, Dclta commany encountered the
VA in small groups of from three to five individ-
uals., In all cases, the enemy -=ts armed; and
usually, he was carrying a pack and other 1VA
equipment .

D Co. discovered more than 200 cneny structures

g8 they conducted & detailcd search of the area.
" These structures ranged from larce, tun man bunkers

with heavy camnouflaged and overhead coverage to
onenan spider holes. In most ¢ ses, the eneuy pos-

itions were connscted by tunncls or trench lincs.

2 Co. accounted for 12 VA kKlled and six weapons
captured curiig: the early phoses of the operation.
of rice, docuuents,
nmerous chicom grenades, and several rounds for
an 82 wm recoiless ri‘le.

Trave Camany, comicnded by CPT “illicn Gayler, ond

- the Recon Plstoon, wunder lst LT Barry Brendon, were

the next eloments to enter the operstion. ilov-
ing into the ares, they immedictely ceme under

‘end rocket pro-
grenades. Periodica.ny, the WAM

(ConNe P6 2)




Ak wm.sy C eonr ?‘.J'H)

opened 1wy ea us with uortars vhile we vere
in the middle of - wide rice pr.ddy, I declored SP.4
Geprge Gicnaris, '"We could seo them firing at us,
but there was no place to tote cover!!" "We Ten 400
meters to get eut ef the epen,and we fired ~% tham
the whole time we were running,"

B Co. wos forced to cssault several small hills
te !mock: out enemy nositionss The Recon Platoon
like wise met with stiff enemy resistonce.SP4 Mol
notlic

Orouch and SP4 John Kin ignored heavy awui
weapons-: fire to ewicuate a wounded Pol~r Beexr MNCO,
Yates,

Alpha Company, cammanded by CPT Stanley
was dispatched e AX Valloy to hcw o
resistonce, A Co, wis to fight side-i
B Co, for the next fowr days. ‘At ere ;w
toon Alphe walked tar ys of fierce
into on enemy bunker com~  fighting, the cnamy broko
plax ofter a CAinto a gontoct, epporently ove-
L2, "We were right on top ding into the rugzmod
of tie buniers before wo pounteing to the West.
Imew what they were, " ex-~ got, 1d:e Breon swmod up

x 2
ueil C

plained Flt, Sgt. Ronald ¢he getion by s ying, WIt
Wilder, "They opered W g the big ges NVA baso-
with mochine gms, RPG's oamp thot hos been hit in

- AX'sI" PFC Paul Swootman

crowlod to odd a weunded The 58 NVA Iillod raised
buddy, Sweetmon volun-  the mmber eof ancmy ldll-
toered to stay with the of by the 4th Bn., 31st
wounded nan wntil he could Inf, to 131 for the month
be evocucted, of June.,

. this area for.a long timel"

FFRSOMIL
ACTIONS

Iy job to holp yeou
W‘iuh your ,‘M sonnol and
finoneial arobloms, L
your Record of BEncrdonay
DATA (DA Forn 1) is not
ocorract "Buddy you hove a
problam, ! Tho Rocord qf
Emargency Data is oruive-
lent in veluo, mocning
and offect to a last will
end tostoment,It orevidos
fer tho settlenant of your
militexry estato, If youlve
had a recont change in
porsoncl status (chongoe
of addross of noxt—of-lin,
:’x:‘rringé, oivoreo, addi-
tions to the fomily,
chengo of insurance) lot
your CO~ 'mow 86 he ean
inferm me esnd I'1l sond a
copy to you.

PSIICO

Tacticsl air strikes

e —

used to pound the ene-
my pesitions, lMore well-
fortified - enemy bunizers
- end camouflaged fighting
positions were discovered
by the Infuntrymen, "We
pushed forward a little at
a time," explained CPT
Goyler, " Severcl of my
~men distinguished themsel-
vos as wo Imocked out
Deckets of onemy resis-
tones, M

SP4 Henry Vencoe was cre-
dited with !moclding out
an anemy sniper nositien.
Mihon wo assculbed HIO 10G"
continued CPT Gayler. "A
sninor eponed fire dowvn a
wrell cnd wounded ane |
men, " "I saw  the mu.zzle
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| _“Now don't think because I'am a woman you
fool me about your payi"
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Chaplair Devid Lovelace
can be certain of having
at leasti one soldier who
will my strict attention
to his sermons after a re-
cent operabion near IZ
Testa

CPT Lovelace conducted
a service in the field
with Delta Compeny. The
Title of his sermon for
the day was "Cod Is My
Point Man." One of the
nen attending this service
was SPL Charles Chaconas,

Shortly after the con=
clusion of the service,
Delita Company was moving
dom a winding trail
throngh dense, jungle ter-
rain, Chaconas! squad was
wallding point. "All of a
avdden T heard a loud
crack thay sounded like 2
shot," daclared Chaconas.
"T thought somebody was
ghiooting at us; so I hit
‘the groundt"
| It was a% that noment
that the "Polar Bear" In-

fantryman noticed a fine
wire ta.gled around his

footes He followed the wire
into mme bushes near the
trail ad found a booby-
trapped 82m mortar round.
The loud noime had been
the detonztion device,
but the shell itself had
failed to explode.

"A11 T could think about
was the chaplainl!s ser-~
mon,"  said Chaconas.
USonebody michty special
was looking out for me
that dayih

‘The month of July, 1969 has shown

-
<

ignifiemnt

) [}
improvement in the resnlistment rate for this Bat-

talion,
During the period

: of 1-23 July, a total of 12
haeve reenlisted, with 1 more awaiting

assigment.,

For those qualified, reenlistmoent may be accomn-
plished for reassigrment to apther location in
- Vietnam, retraining for another MOS, and entitle~-
ment  to a reenlistmeit Bonus, md 30 day lezvs to
COLUS, which does not effect D7:0S date,

Reenlistment aid Reassigrneit for July.

1.,Iimel, Larry K,-HHC=67th llcdicad

2.l
3c

=L Co=liit

Group, Dz Nan

cinous, Gregory D.~IHC-C77i: 2.5.0,, 2den I
Jadirchild, Romnie Le=B CewiTiC, Tiird M
Yollay, Uilliamn A.-A Co~527+th P.S .

5.Drovillard, Charles J.
6.Brock, Jaes H.=D Co-537th I

) 8 on
; VA 11U

<Lr s
LfePcloa HLET

ToRayburn, Elmer J.-A Co-lst AVI] DDZ, Long Binh
8.Cook, Lormie D.-A Co-lst AVI DDE, Long Binh
9.Edgar, John A.-A Co-lst AVI] BDE, Long Binh
10,Dailey, Raymond Ce-D Co=516th P.S.C., Da liang
11.Mitchell, Chorles T.-D Co-lst AVii BDE, Long Dinh

12 ,Freeman, Charles.sHHC-L)Lth

lied Bde, Long Binh

13.5tott, Franklin L.-A Co-Awaiting Assigment

For information contact
SFC Roymond G. Stice
Bn Reenl I1ICO,

S1, 1Z Baldy

Call Baldy Loco i1

WEST OF WEST

LTC Cecil !, Henry CO

SPL William Crawford Reporter

This newssheet is published monthly by the L/31
Infautry, 196th Infentry Brigoedc APO 96256, as

an authorized publication,
herein do not necessarily

exprcessed

and opinions
represent

Views

those of the Demprtuunt of the Army. AFPS uatorial

CHAPLAINS CORVER

Whether a soldier has
been with a combat umit
for several months or has
just recently —arrived in
country, the situation
impresses wupon him his
nevd for and dependunce
upon his faith, This I
have observed and expe-
riencud dvring the past

or while serving as the

Polar Bears" Chaplain,

A day never passes with-
out overhearing some GI

griping or complaining

He tales the risks, bezrs
the haordships, and faoces
the uncortainties with a
diaplay of outstending
courage and faith,

The psalnist writes "In

.$hee O Lord, do I put ny
~ trust; let me never be as-

haned: deliver me in thy
righteousness,"Psain 31:1
This pessape is neaning=-
ful to the soldier ssrving
under hardship conditions.
He cbsorbs the muaning of
trust and faoith in his
family, friends, cauntry,
and God. He has a despur
undergtanding of wha it
msans to be provd and to
stend tall os he develops

rofcssions a greater apprecistion

for his hone . and the ux-
ercise of freedom in his
home country.

It's been a real mrivi-
ledge to serve with the
men of L4/31. I lscve

with a fecling of canfi-
dence and hope. Knowing
thot bensoth  the often

rough axd rugged appear-
ance of the combat scldier
is a deep secded faith in

God.

May God's blessing and
protection be with each
of you.

Chaplain (CPT) David H.
Lovelace
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ARMY EMERGENCY RELIEF
helps the Americol Divi-
sion live up to the motto
"The Army Takes Ceare of
its Omm," Last yeor over
$L,500,00 was rovided to
personnel of the division
in the form of loans and
grants and the current
loan volume indicates that
Army Emergency Relief will
movide nore assistance in
1969 than ever before,
Arty Eunergency Relief is
the Arny!s wey of assisting
active and retired amy
personnel aond their fami-
lies wien a financial
problen arises.
ce is povided to deserv-
ing Army personnel in time
of an emergency for privas
tion of* denendents, emer-
gency trovel, medical and

dental expenses, or other-:

energercies which cause
the syldier or his fawmily
h.':rdahip.

The 1969 Joint Army
Inergency Relief and Army
Relief Society FMund Rai-
sing Comppignais resently
being conducted within
the Americel Division and
will end on 15 August
1969, See your unit AER
project officer to make
centibutionss Whem you
give to AER, renember that
your coutribution is mer=
ced with AER funcds from
all wiits in the Army for
your use in the Army for
your vse in case of need.
It «clso enables AER to
cover disbursenents for
assistance world wide.You
are asled to male generous
contributions to help
your fellaw soldiers and
their fanilies.

Army Euergercy Relief
car: help you by an out-

Assistan- -

CHRLIE coayy

"Poler Bear" Infantrymen
received some unexpected
assistonce from a dog
which led to tlhe discovery
of a VC base camp and
feeding staotions. The cone
plex was discovered recen-
tly in <the foothills at
the base of Nui Chom Moun-
tain by an elsment of
harlie Conpanys

A platoon~size .patrol
from C Coe. 4th Bn, 3lst
Inf., led by 2nd LT Janes
Sirms, had moved to a fork
in a winding, mowntain
trail, As - the "Polar
Bear! Infantrymen paused
to decide wiich branch of

the trail to take, they
detected a dog borking
some distance down the

left fork, loving forward
to - investigabe, they en=~
cowntered™ a ¥C with an
SKS rifle walking down
the trail, He raised his
rifle to fire, but before
he could get off a shot,
he caie wnder & hail of
fire from the 196th Bde.
soldiers, The wounded VC
dropped his weepon end
evacded,

"I thought he might hove
been an OP for a large
force," declared SPh Bob -

Herrmamm, the pointmen
for the patrol. "Tt

started just liko this in
Novanber when we hit an
NVA reginent on Mui Chom,"

Adctallod search of the
surrounding area revealed
a VC Dbasecanp sone dis-
teance off the trail,
There were several hoot-

ches covered with plastic
which provided slsaping
positiona for about tvem-
ty reople., Twenty~five
foxholes with comnecting
tummels were also located
as well as SIS and .30
caliber armmmition, NVA
equipnent, aid & barber's
Idt.

A continved geogreh of
the area yielded a four-
aere connfield. A quanti~
ty of corn andrice was
also discovered in the
basecanp itself, The canp
was believed to he a fee-
ding station for VC and
NVA troops operating in

the area.

Late the following
afternoon, the scme pla-
toon of C Conpaity woved

quietly back into the

basecenp in  the hopes of
finding some of the ene-
m lingering in the area.
"As we moved in, we spot~
ted two VC gathering up
fhe frames th-t were left
from the hooteches," ex~-
plained LT. Siwmis, "They
evaded, but we got them
both before they got for,’
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“ <& 17ttle -~ mown bu.t/‘e/:f 7714/31 "jre)z: of opégﬁi;éﬁ tslﬁc 31!28"\31 for the Lii0
‘seritial wember of the " Ve have to clear all section, SPL Rob»z:t "Pop!
"Polar Decr" fanily is the fire miesions no motter Duarte ; and P‘ ‘.T;vgt
Artillery Idiajeson Section where they cre bei Faerris These _11011‘ —wurz-'lc
logatsd in the BTOC on LZ fired in our AO,"explad i i
West Headed by CPT Spen-~ S3G Jaies Decsley, NCOT n certain that t‘vcj
cer Wolfe, the Lil0 scction of the L0 seuvt:d £ comunication s
acts as & "go~betwserliTor Fire wmis to the LO!'s
artillery ond Infantry near metion are working mro-
units operating in this zones Vil 8 )
area, are espec 1ha Lil0 must relay: the

It is a2 strange situ= becavse ¢ exact rpositions |'for: al
ation," declared CPT of" the: eiviliinc frioudly t2
Welfe, "Wle are assigned tion within the C L/3L A0 to 3/82 A
to HIIB of 3/82 Ar “Ta L0 is respon: Alno, scheduvled fi
and we are not avtached clearing sucl :
o /31 officially,- but S10il8 Wi
we hove 'to be hereil #A11 noricse

infeaitry battalions in
the Aucrical Division

= ann LU0 section to co=
ate artillery and

The! mnaty gtrict radio cou ¢
1ity: of' the L with all ar tr
§ s sistor Ansure th the cret
of 211 frierdly <reft an
ad personnel within the dio traffic is handled by

"T hear th' new first sergeant is a : s

man o! few words,.." il jf/f//!o

T don't give a hang what they told you

in jungle survival school=-it ain!t goin!
in ny soupl!

= T

-t -

NYOU'D BE SURPRISED "HAT THOSL ENGINEERS CAil DO I TVO DAYS.%

e 1 T

‘g0's'Advics (Con't from Pg 2) Think of the edrcraft at. 6 Ofclock do a 180;"
| position” quickly * and as o clock with the nose etc . If you give the pilot
“ acourately you must guide = as 12 O'clock and  the shis type of information
 the craft toyour position.  tail as 6 O'cleck., Ix- he will be able to locate
~ This is a very simple mat~  amples: "I am gt 2 OV your position quipkely

ter to do, | . cleck low;" "Iam at 8 ! and provide yeu with the
4 ~ clock 1 olick out;" "I am desired support in a

¢ minivum of gima
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