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POLAR BEARS KILL
SR OIL NVA ATTACK

Alertress and a breath-
taking display of fire
Dower aborted a jre-diwm
attaclk by e'l.er\en‘us of the

saw Alpha and Echo Compa=
nies (inclvding the Recon
Platoon) hammer the at~
tacldng eneny throuph out

2nd AWA Divisicn on 12 mich of the nighe., Out-
West. 53 1IiVA soldiers stending artiilsry sup-

died in the action that port from C

FOLAR BEARS BATT
NVA DIVISION for HIEP

The "Polar Bears" of the Lth Battalicn, 31st Infantry
have been enpaged in a life-and-death struprle against
‘the wajor elements of the 2nd NVA Division since Aupust
17, Throuch August 25, 531 NVA soldiers have been kil-
led in fierge fighting around 1Z West,

Initizl contact was claimed by Delta Cempany late on
the efternoon of the 17th, The "Pelar Dear! infantrymen
Glled an IVA soldier in whot aypecred to be a routine
ch and clear mission just te the sonth of LZ Test.
. & uatter of minutes,D Co. was enlbroiled in heavy
cct with an estimated NVA bettalion,
On the 1Cth of August, Bravo Company and the Recon
‘Platoon encountered & larpe NVA elewent while searching
rice cache northest- of Hill 118. Fighting now
2ed to the north and to the south of LZ West.
Wmﬂeubudly speilec the VA plan to over-run Heip
omaimd LTC Cecil 1i. Henry (Rome, Ca.),the L/31
r plan was to hit 12 Center, 1Z West, and I1Z
us brsy." "Then, another large force wo-

Ratiery, 3/16

¢ openly that they would wipe out
r a2t Hiep Duc by early JSeptember INVA
Dbroadcasting with: loudspeakers  told
United States and the Government of
tn mﬁda adequste rrotection for

acing p'reat h@erbsnce en the
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Arty. end C Baitery,
Arty added to ths wiescy
of the Ilarye IVA force.
Five wounded VA were
tured duriiip reconzicsance
operations early the next
morning . N

Eerly detection of tho
enemy was instrumental in
spoiling the [(VAls effert.
SGT David Cray (Danville,
Va.) was the first to see
the eneny on a dark night,
having only twe percent
illvminatiorn. "They were
moving very slowly; it
took them nezrly five min-
utes to complete a single
step, "said CGray. " While
I was looidiup through the
VC scope, I stared an VA
soldier right in the eye,
"declared SCT CGray. The
alert was sovnded, eand PRC
James Chappel (L‘lgin Arlk.)
began firing on  the ad-
vancing IlVA, During the
course of the nisht,Chap-
pel was to fire over L0O

oan-

rovnds from his M-79 gre-
nade leuvncher.
SPy ¢ erzld De Tounp

(falaviezzoo, 1Gch.)  and
SPL Robert 1orrissey (llest
Springfield,liass) of the
Recon Platoon peered out
into the derlmess. 1Ly
covldn't see a thing; it
wes so dark," declarec
liorrissey. "le fired M-
791s and threw hand gre-
nades each time we heard
a noise, "explained SPL De
Young, Daylicht revealed
several dead VA soldiers
directly to the front ef
the bunlker defended by the

young "Peler Dear" Infen-
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I1lugdmtion rounds were
fired by Echo Co. mortars
and C Dattery, 3/16 Arty.
were visible as
the illumination rounds
bursts As the illumina-
tion faded out, the VC
scope detected the NVA
noving again, Anti-per-
sonnel radar confirmed
the presence of =a large
number of the enemy.
Bach time illumination wes
fired the NVA attackers
genk S.ozm in the tell el-
ephant crass which covers
tle nortuern slope of 12

Test. OSPLi Robert Yates
(1ucedc.le , 1iss.) obser-
ved & group of 30 NVA
throvsh a nipht observa-
tion device., "Their lea-
der divided them into
three rroups and sent
them up toward differnt
sections of the perimeter,
"declared Yates who wes
joined at the "VC" scope
by SPh Robert Kiely (Phil-
ladelphiz,)

It was at this point
that the intruding NVA
encountered a devastating

berrage of  fire power
from the tense fire sup-
port base. HMoricrs Ifrom

I Co., lobbed high explo=-
sive rounds just outside
the perimeter. C Battery,
3/16 Arty brovght direct
fire on enemy concentra-
tions with their 155 mm
howitzers.s C DBattery ,

.3/82 Arty covered the

hillside with 105mm rounds
from nearby LZ Siberia.
As davm broize on L2
“lest, 60 VA were detec-
ted evading down a western
ridceline. J50 caliber

machine gun fire and art-
 d3%ery roined on the flee-

Patrols from A
,‘la:‘hsd t.o see.rch

1A,

Patrols arownd L2 West
located five wrounded ene-
my prisoners in the hours
following he attack.
These NVA divulged sig-
nificant information to
CPT Cabriel Aldona, L/31
Intelligence Officer. The
attacling NVA were nem-
bers of the 3lst NVA Re-
giment, 2nd NVA Division.
They were part of a ;_
force of over 4600 NVA
pperating in the peneral
vicinity of LZ Vest.

The NVA plan had been
to attain an advantareous
position just outside of
the councertina wire sur-
rownding LZ “lest. At

4
the L/31 tactical operd-
tions center. Then, Chi-
com grenades were to be
lobbed into the remaining
defensive positions.,

A captured 26 year-old
NVA PFC related thot his
wit had been in position
and observing LZ West for
the past three days, The
IZ had been desipnated as
point "F! in the NVA bat~
tle plan, He had been as-
sirned to wman one of three
12,8 mm Russien anti-eir
craft machine that
were to be employed by his
company around the base
of Hill L45. They were
ordered to shoot coom all

AUNS
ouns

daym a multi-rave atteck HEDEVAC helicopter and
was to be lawiched under gunships that entered the
the cover of RPG, norbtar,-— —area, The -captured NVA

and siall arms fire, Sap-
pers were to penetrate the
perineter and place ex~
plosives charpes around
strategic targets such as
the 155 mm howitzers and

Mobile

3,000 Vietnamese refu~
gees are receiving daily
medical care thanks to the
efforts of the lighile N~
DCAP Team of the Lth Bat-
tallion, 31st Infentry.
This five~pan nedical el-
enent can be transhorted
by helicopter to any lo=-
cation in a matter of
minutes. The group was
orpanized by LIC Cecil M.
Henry (Rome, Ga.), the
"Poler Bear CO, and CPT
Phillip Fimman(Petersburg,
Indiana ), the battalion
surgeon.

"The purpose of the ME-
DCAP Team is to provide

dzily medical care for
the people of Hiep Duc,
lexplained CPT Xinman,

The Hiep Duc refugee cen-

ter, located near LZ Vest,
contains over 3,000 refu-
gees who have recently
returned to the area fol-
lowing 2an abserce of se-
verel vears due to VC/NVA
terrorism. MIDCLPS have
been conducted at leip
Duc before but only on a

_weekly basis. "The MIDCAP

Team can “rovide follow-
up® trectuent as well as

Medcap Helps atHiep Du

also stated thit mony of

heir officers deserted
their units when the ,50
caliber machine guns le-
veled their deadly fire
on the advancing enemy.

~

2id in the instruction of
the Vietunamese medics who
assist in the daily treat-
ments,"observed CPT [Grmain.
The Vietnauese coustruc-
ted the dispeunsary which
houses the deily MEDCAPS.
Over 1300 patients recei-
ved treatment during the
first week of operatioil.
Twelve Vietnanese nedics
are currei 'tlj in Tan Ky
to roceilvo intensive tro-

ining related to their du-
ties din Hiep Duc. They
will assist in the ° deily

treatment of refugees up-
on the completion of their
instruction,.

SSG John Texry (Shamonk-
in, Pa.) heads the lMobile

MEDCAP Teem, His four
T assistants all served as

comb.t medics with L4/31.
ledics like SPL Steve
Deniell (Chicago), SEL
Tony lemella (Muntington,
We Va.), SPL4 Ceorge Sweat
(Orangeburg, S.C.) and SEL

Zerral (Puget
Sound, “Tash.) are turning
their telerts from canbet
to pacificetion with the
appreciction of the peopls
of Hiep Duc.



RN YOU THFEUL ALLY

A plateon of "Palar
Bears" has found a useful
ally in the person of a
13 year-old Vietnamese lad
named Hai. In recent
days, Hal has been in-
strumental in eliminating
two IVA and a high level
VC leader as well as cap-
twring three enemy wozpens,

The Recon Plateon ef the
Lith Bn 31st Inf first be-
~ came eacquainted with Hai
several weeks ago in his
native hamlet eof Phmue

Sone The Infantrymen
learnec. thet he was an
orphen, who was being

ccred  for by the local
peole, The "Polar Bears"
shcred  their hot chew
with Hai and pave him
candy and = cdas,

"Then the uv!~toon moved
out early thes next morn=-
ing, Hai followed along

-cdeterminedly. e refused
affers to go ta the re-
fugee center at Heip Duc,
declaring that he would
rather stay with his Ane-~
rican friends,

Hoi sowmehow became se-
parcdied frem the platoon
efter a couple of days.

He was captured by the VC
who knew that he had been
friendly with Amoricen
treops. The VC iwprisaned
Haj. beneath & hootch in a
dug eut cell, He was cra-
uped in this prison for
two days, Darly in the
morning, while the VC
grarding him dozed, Hei
erept out of the hole and
disappeared inte the jun-
Gleo

Laver that day, the men
ef $he Recon Plateen were
astonished to see an ex-
hausted Hoi stumble into
their dey position. He
related the story of his
imorisonment and gave the
location ef the VC fuere
rillas.

Acting on this informa-
tion, an element was sent
to search the arez, As
the L/31 Infantrymen
moved along a winding
trail, they encountered
four IIVA soldiers who ap-
peared to be acting as an
observation position, As
the enemy attewpted to
scatter, two of them were
idlled, Two AR-L7 rifles
and several Chicom gre-

3

nades were captured, The
next day while searching
the same area the platoon
kHlled a VC province lea-
der who was carmyig a .38
caliber revolver.

Hai  remained wiith his
Iriends in the Recon Pla-~
toon for severzl weeks.
He cerried a ruclksack and
& pistolbelt with 2 can~
teen as well as & pair of
tiny Jungle boots Hai
learned how to breck dowm
end clean an li-16 rifle,
and he soon was mrofi~
cient concerning the main-
tenance of an 11-60 mechine
pam,  On "eircus day" Hel
received a rotion of soca
end C-retions  just like
the other men of the pla-
toolie

Recently, Hai left the
Recon element to accom-
pany his platoon leader,
1st LT Barry Drandon,
(Huntsville, Ala,), to L2
West, LT FBrandon  took
over & new post as CO of
E Co, "Hai will stey here
with me until the paper-
worlk has Dbeen comleted
so he can enter school,"
explained LT Drandon,
Eventually, LT Brandon
hopes to provide Hoi with
a college education in
Saigon as soon &s he comes
of age,

Reenlistments accomplished during the month of Aucust 1969, with option and reas-~
signment shawm after each name, were as follows:

HHC

A CO:
1. HAZLIP, Robert L.

2, DCBILZAL, Vance Je

B CO:
l. CARITL, Paul F.
2, 10U3Z, John D.

- §AICID, Nobert W.

3.
. "TOOD, TTilliem A.
5. GIMIORD, Mack M.

C CO:
1OlE

D COs
1. GARCIA, Remon P.

L CO:

1., RIETIER, Austin M.

~91B20 -~ Fart Sam Houston, Texas

~67A1F - 1st Avn Bde, APO 9638L
-ACG 96 - 635th Mil Intel Det, APO 9637

-ACG 96 = 635th Mil Intel Det, APO 9637L
-ACG 96 - 635th Mil Intel Det, APO S637L
-ACG 96 - 635th 16l Intel Det, A0 9637L
—Sec Gd -~ 1hith Avn Bde, ATO 9037k

-ACC 63 - HHC, 723rd Maint Bn, APO 9637L

~Sec Gd - 527th PSC, APO 96238

Percentage Attained

225%



L0 NETS
9 NVA

"Poler Bear"  Infantry-
men dlled nine NVA sol-
dierq durmﬂ & day of hea-
vy fi« hting in "Happy Val-
lev, Delta Company en=
countered an  estimated
compeny-size IVA unit in
rugged nouwntain  terrain
where the enemy wed dug
in caves uncder rocks des-
cribed by "Polar Bear' In-
fontrymen as being "big-
ger then & house." .
The first cantact came
when .. Dlatooii-sizé elew:
nent of D Co. svrprn.sed

7ive IVA necr s Stream.

Four WVA cied in a heil °

of smell arms fire while

the fi7th WA escaped up
a roclky hillsides .As the.

/31 element gave chose, . -

they came under & barrage
of autonatic wezpons fire
frou the rocks above.

"They apened up on us
at a2 raxce of ten meters,
"decla éc 1LT Judn CGonzales.
"Then t‘xe:/' roLed Chicom
grencies. down.on us from
u> in the . rocks "

D Co Commanding Officer,
CPT Norman -lsie’.:l:elson, took
a machine .;un squad and
raced to the aid of n:Ls
striclcgn_ platoon. "the
rocls - ad . heavy brush
reclly m.,.( 'e it tough for

us to f'et to the platoon
that was pinned down,fex=
pln.ined' SPL Jerry Foraci,
SPl David Rolarid heard &
noise as he ap-roached &
dorkened  cave entrance.
Roland dropped & hond gre-
nace in the cave '..nd mo=
ved on,

As-tlie. gun squad reached

the trooped platoon, the
eneny onened up aga.m‘ =
w.th heavy a tomstic wea-
pons fire.SP4 Donald Pet-
tenpill sprayed fire at -
the enemy positions with
ris ¥~00 machine gun which
allored the rest of the
squal to tale cover. FPrC
Zonnld Zedes and PFC John
Bou'hs flaiﬁ:ed to the rirht

~

CHAR L] E
CLICKS IN

"Polor Becr! Infantrymen
Klled eicht enemy sol-
diers and captured three
others during recent ac-
tion in "Happy VolleyM.

The L/31 soldiers recei-
ved close support from

"Saber" gunships from the
1s% Squedron/lst Colvery
which accounted for three
additional eneny killed.
Charlie Company, under
CPT Thomes lfurphy (Savan-

" nah, Ga.), made sporadic
“éontact " with VC/NVA- sol-
-.diersg who.were apparently

surprised by the. appearan-
se of the L/31 olement. J.n
the arec. --=

A Platoon-size element
comended by SIC larshall:®
Robertson(Portsmouth, VA.)
proceeded cautiously domm
a winding, jungle trail,
Ther observed numerous
hootches end tumels as
well os'a larce number of
sandal  tracks. Nguyen
Van Ly, the "It Carson"
lmovm to most Polar Bears
as 20", was cccompanying
SPl "L-J iam Rozier (Ste
Paul, N.C.) on pointe

Suddenly, the alert

‘Wit Corson" detected mo-

vement in o thicket ahead.
T denloyed wy men right
away, cnd we soon haf the
enemy surrounded," decla=-
red SFC Nobertson. As they
ctteupted to evade, three

area yielcded a

e

e

COMPANY. +
HAFFY VALLFY

NVA and one VC were ldlled
by small arus fire.
A cetoiled seorch of the
hidden tun-
nel entronce. Denolition
of the tuwel prodiuced a
loud secondary explosion.
Twelve Chicom grenaces we-~
re 2lso locoted near the
scene of the oction,
Another platoon~-size
element under 2nd LT Ja-
mes Sirms (Cleorendon Hil-
1s, Illinois) ldilled three

--JC as they moved to inves-

tigate enemy casuclties
inflicted by the support-
» "5aper!"’ punships.The
helicopters aided the ad-
vancing  infantrymen = by
merking the enemy'!s loce~
tion wi. th émole grenades.
SGT Albert Gentry (Bum~
tass, Va,) observed:. se~
veral packs hanging on a
fence, Advaicing slowly,
he loci:ted three VC -in a
bunker uncerneczth & hoo=-
tch. The VC attemptec to
flee from the "Polar 3Becrs"
and died under & hail of
fire., Several AK-4T7. ri=-
fles were caoptured curing
the course of this engage=-
ment . Three additional
enemy decd were discovered
in the immediate vicinity:
the victims of the devas-
tating fire from the "Sa-
ber" gunships.
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"BUT’IM C_IRS SPRATT'S BAGK FRO' LEA‘«"L Sfﬂhl"l

1EST OF "EST

LTC Cecil M, Henry
SPL "illiam Crawford
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Infentry, 196th Infantry Dri
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