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VO TERS- GO To THE:: 
·'OLLS IN HI£ P D UC 

The polls are open for 
tl1e first t:i.Jne in five 
ye...u-s for over four thou­
S,'.nd Vietnamese Voters i11 
lli.ep Due District. less 
than five week s a.so, this 
fertile VEJ.ley was the 
scene of a bitter strug­
gle between "Polar Bear" 
Infantrymen and f orces of 
the 2nd NVA Division. 

Local elections f•r 
hamlet and v-Hlage -,ffi­
cic>J.s were held recently 
for the firs t t:i.Jne since 
the C01lliilunist,s over-ran 
the district in 1965. 
August und September 
brou.,-;ht o. rene1.red effe.rt 
by the UVA to re-capture 
Hiep Due rhich has become 
a showcase for pacifica­
tion in the I Corps Tact-
ical Zone. M!u-e than 
1, ?.00 NVA sc.ldiers -were 
'.illed by elements of the 
1%t,h Infantry Brignde, 
,i:. VN, and the ls~ Marine · 
Division. 

Each ~f the several 
·r:i.llagos 8.Ild hamlets el-
2cted the officials who 
1:ill assist the district 
clli..af in directing the 
ti fairs of Hiep Due. A 
polling establishment was 
set up in each village or 
hamlet fr,r the use of its 
residen·i;s only. The .£­
ficieJ.s were elected to 
three yee:r terms, and 
aufforage was l.UlivorseJ. 
to all residents ever 18 
ye.:irs of ale • Fifteen 
officials -were elected in 
all. 

3 Noven.ber 1969 

i 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN All AI_OJ\) ! 
While on a company maneuver one mornins uring the bat-

• tle of Hiep Due, Alpha Company was ambushed from well con­
cealed bunkers along a rice paddy just as they were r eody 
to enter a wooded area. The point man, SP4 Robert 11Pr1.u1e 11 

J eans, hit the ground for cover in a dood s o.ce directly 
in fr~nt of one of tho burL1<: s little lmowing tmt ho wuld 
spend the next t110lve hours in th2.t depression with spo­
r adic fire being exchc.nged right o r his hem , 

The Kenilworth, New J ersey rifleman beg8Il to loc:d his 
corapany off the muin trail and into the wooded urea to lroqi 

from SX!JOsing tho element in = open rice ~ eddy on tho wey 
to thoir ~bjoctivc, Hill 102. Forces of tho Second NVA 
Di vision were waiting with 30 ce.liber ra.:-.chine guns and v-.;,.­
rious SDPJ.l arms in their bunkers for t he company to cross 
into tho open. By heo.ding for tho woodline instoe..d., J ocns 
foiled the enemy 's plans for u perfect D.i"'l ish , J oens bad 
moved to the top of a paddy dike when thor c LS o. sudden 
barrage of MJ.6 and M79 fir e to his roar . 11We thought it 
was our men opening up, so we didn't take cover immedia­
tely", explained SGT Al Hol tzmsn of Brentwood, New Yor (1 
squad l eader of tho point clement, Tho second burst in­
clu:icd 30 oo.1.ibor firo and l eft no doubt in the sol iors1 

minds tho.t they wcro the te.rgot. 
Suidenly,Jenns discovered that the diko he was c.top wi:s 

· aotuo.1.ly a machinogun bunker but ho hod to hor.d for co r 
before he had a chance to rout the occupants , The intense 

_firing over his head prov-anted him from rejoining his u.rri t 
a.s they moved be.ck to take covor. 111 co.llcd to Al end 
told him I was OK but couldn 1t move from 1t1y position 11, re­
lated Joruis. 

Tho rest of tho company s e t up a. ho.sty perimeter o 1d 
begun to engngo tho bunl:or with machinogun fire and H-72 
rocl(ot launchers. However, they ,roro uncb..l o to off~cti­
voly open up on tho bunker without further ondangoring 
their comrado 1s life. 

111 thought tho rest of tho company hc.d loft the c.rco. 1~ 

so.id Jo'.'..1-.s. 11Their racchinogun fire was coning so closo to 
mo I thoueh t it Wt\S tho NVA trying to hit 10 . 11 

11! wns in u space just l ::,.rgc oneugh for my body, 11 Joens 
rol,,tcd, "evoryt:i.Jnc I triod to movo out they op 'nod up o.­
go.in . I finilly docidcd to W'~ t out tho dcy £>.nd try to 
move in tho dark. 



.. ----~ 

THE CHU/?CH OFTHE°POLAR BEARS 
Worship hero in Viotnru:, though v;:rry different from th-

at of tho orgonizod church bnc!c in tho stntos, is s:u:iilar 
to that of tho erly church in tho following nspeots: 

l. Loo.:-.tion-Tho curly church bognn out in tho fiolds and 
mountc.insidcsJ how sir.iilo.r to our onvironmont hero. 

2. Size of gro_ups-the early churches wcro soru.l ill site 
du._ to their bcginuing ,ind also persecution. Whan tho 
scripture omntions "ond tho church in their hour I s, 11 i t was 
literally just that a sm:ul go.thoring. "}ost of our wr­
ship oxpcrioncos here e.ro hold ut COl!lpnny lovol and 
at tin s at plc.toon lovol. How similo.rl 

3. Spirit of · groups-tho ecrly Christian.'3 worshiped ·in 
ioy1."ul.noss, for Christ was their now life; their singing 
'"::,rossod tho wo;y they felt. Hero, too, one finds singing 
t o bo a groat roloo.se for his fears; ono has only to ox-

~r icnce it. 
4. Typo of Worship-tho early Christio.ns spoke mcinly of 

·; io life of t)loir lord; often they could not gather bo­
,.; , :US of l)Orsccution. Often hare, too, WO cannot r,1c_pt to-, 
_;c "i;hor ns wo would like because of tho onomy si tun tion, 
thcroforo, of necessity ono must at times communicate with 
God tlone. 

Tho Church of tho Polar Bears though is on tho move, 
whether hero on tho fire bnso, out in tho field, or back 
o.t stand do-wn. This ramil:ds us that God is not static, 
but wal!cs with us dilly! 

, Chaplain (CPT) Donald Wilson 

ALON~? 
As d;:,rlmoss bognn to sot in, Alpha Compc.ny sot up n 

night la.agar nt thoir position. Later, under covor of 
d~lmoss, Jo[lJlS w.J.S ablo to munouvcr frOl!l his position 
tow.rd tho lae.gor. Still not certain whothor tho pos!tions 
-woro NVA or his own co:cir::-.dos, ho lay quietly noor the 
pcrimot:::r listening ,md observing. Ho soon hoo.rd Eng­
lish-speaking voices and ::mxiously cnllod out to thc;i usto­
nishod men thc.t ho wns coning in. 

After n terrifying dey spent in tho crossfire betwoon 
onamy and friendly elements, Sp0citlist Je:ins ho.ppily f oll 
into tho open arms of tho wniting Polar Bee.rs. 

POLAR BEAR Ct7c 
'' 50 L D I f. f? Q F I H t. 

\I\/ t: E- K ,, 
Dosorvi1 11 "Polar Boar " 

Infnntrymon will got n 
chnnce to huve a throo 
dcy bronk from tho f ield 
under u now pl un to honor 
tho outs t ~ding 11Sol dior 
of tho Woek. 11 & .ch w ok 
a difforont compoiiy will 
d osignnt o n mun who do­
sor ves tho oppor tunity to 
have throe days of r ost, 
o. daily s hower, and cloon 
clothes. 

11This indiv:idUAl will 
accompany t ho Bntttlion 
Commo.ndor t hrough out his 
doily routino·, :md in 
this wo.y, he will - locrn 
something a.bout ,how t h0 
battalion opor d es, '~. sta.-· 
tod Mn.jar Rogor Loo, 4/31 
Oper a tions · Off icer. "Ho 
c.,n .gi.-va- --US- - :lnf"...roa. tion 
about wh,1t t he troop~ in 
tho fi old nood and bring 
the bnttalion sto.ff oloser 
to tho f iold troops in 
gonoroJ.. 11 

SP4"Dick Oswnld of t ho 
First Pla toon of A Com­
pnny W:3.9 tho firs t "Polar 
Boar" to be noninatod. 
SP4 Oswnld has porfonnod 
in an outs t ending fc.shion 
as a squ rl l oc.dor for A 
Co. When l as t s oon, Diok 
was enjoyine n movio in 
tho BTOC. 

MALAR\A 
CA l\l 

1'10~TARS SLUG IT OUT k'I LL 

w ITµ (CCHARLI E )) 
Recently, with only o. 

few hours notice to po.ck 
up ;_ind bo reooy to nov~, 
Br.:.vo Section of Echo com­
:),:ny tourd. themsolvos on 
the wcy to tho field to 
p.:.rtiotpdo in tho buttlo 
for Hiop Due. The desti­
nation for tho Pol.'.Ir Boar 
mort.::mon vos Hill D.8, 
porhzlps bottor know to 
avor,ono :Sll tho bo.ttclion 
oa "Mill.ion Dollar HilJ n; 
locntod about hnif a mile 
nort.h ot Biop Due. 

'Ibo 14 uon, with their 
throo mort::r tubos, woro 
on o. mission cs a. torwnrd 
section to provide support 

for tho lino compruuos in 
heavy contnct in tho aroo. 
Tho a.ran couldn't bo co­
vered frOI:1 tho mortar po­
s 1 tions on tho nocrby f":lre 
support buses, Wost o.nd 
Siberia. 

"As soon as -wo l!ll'.¥iod 
on the hill, wo began ro­
gi.stering tho guns and 
digging in," said SGT. 
Paul Armstrong of Wost­
millstor, Cnlifornin . No 
soonor uoro they sot whon 
tho NVA bogl:'..n hitting tho 
bill with thoir own S2NM 
rounds • Tho onomy potllld­
od tho hill o..ll dey f'racl 
raortu posit.1?115 dug in 

TA KE _you R 
Pl LL 

ond c= oufl~od so · Wl!lll 
tho.t •gunships wore _ i.m.abl.o 
to rout thom. During tho 
timo tho oortur so~tion 
"W(';s"' on the - hill tho NVA. 
c.ont:inuod to harnss thtD 
with oortm-s :i;,oriodiooll:v. 

A pJ.Atoon rrou ono or 
tho lino conpo.nios in t.b 
rico paddies below would 
join too non on tho hill 

lato cc.ch l:'.ftornoon to 
prov.I.do soourity during 
tho night. Thoy woro suo­
cossf'ul in kooping tbo en­
emy i'rora coning up • tho 
hill am ua1ng smnll IU"IIIS 

firo on tho rion. A mu­
par did o c.ko 1 t up tho bill 

( CON 'T F'R P, 3) 



LZ Bnldy, Viotn~n-Tho 
1oldior1 of the Anorico.J. 
Div1s 4th Bn, 31st Inf, 
196th Inf Bdc, -woro pro­
sontoo. o. silver buglo by 
Col. Cildo Codispoti of 
Nov Ior~.c City, cor.nnnding 
ofticor of tho 7th Rogt, 
1st Mar Div. 

Tho bugle v-...s giwn 
to Lt. Col. Cooil M. 
Henry of Romo, Ga., ns o. 
token of L\ppreci~tio.n for 
tho spirit of cooporntion 
,uid hos:)i t.cli ty tlrn.t vns 
orlonded to tho Marinos 
recent joint operutions 
-.round LZ Wost. 

one ni3ht, but ho was so­
on silenced. 

During tho day, in ad­
dition to their fire mis-
s ions, tho non provided n 
secure l::nding zone for • 
holico)ters to br:i.ng in 
supplies for tho lino com-
pe.uios ilS woll ::.s their 
own supplies and tho vitnl 
nort:i.r rou.uds. 11Sol':letillles 
wo would finish one firo 
mssion just in time to 
u.tl.os.d r. chopper c.m then 
hurry back to our posi­
tions for another mission,U 
S,'.id SP4 Jc.ck Massarcllo 
of PlYIJouth, Michigcn. 

Originul.l.y,tho soction 
'WDS to bo on the hill on1;v 
tw days but ended up 
st.¢ng out for twlvo 
dnys. "Dm-ing thnt time 
,-10 oxpendcd ovor 1000 ro­
unds am wro credited 
vl t,h 37 ld.lls, "reported 
~t.Ch.:-..rlos Allen of Fo.:ir­
ficld, Connocticutt. 
"Fron our position Nl Hill 
ll8 'WO "18re o.ble to pro­
vido cJ.ose, instantaneous 
fire support for tho lino 
coopc.ni0s, usuclly got­
t.ing support to then with­
in o. ~inutc or t'Wl'.l of 
tht:ir c~ "• Tho sootion 
w..s .:iot rec;uirod to obtmn 

clc,ire.ncc boforo · firing, 
cs is tho cr.se on tho fl.ro 
support bases, sw thoy 
wore c.blo to firo c;s soon 
as tho guns woro c.:imod. 

When their cission on 
"Mil.lion Dollar-Hill" was 
camplotod, the man of Echo 
Compmiy b..11i onoo again, 
proven . their yo1uo to tho 
n,ghtmg mon in the fiol.d. 

PIO CHIEF 
RETIRES 

I.t hos boon my privi­
logo to serve as tho obiet 
of tho Public Infom~tion 
Office of tho 4th Bn., 
31st Inf for thoso last 
eight months. During this 
time, I hGve attempted to 
gain some reoognition for 
the fine fighting men of 
this battalion t~.rough 
the oi vilain :rn.odin o.s · well 
as the efficial puhUoe.­
tions of the u.s. Army 
here in Southeast Asia. 
For the past serveral mo­
ths, I have also helped 
to produce West 2!: WesJ<, 
the battalion newpo.per. 

No amo'lmt of publicity 
-would do justice to the 
Infantrymen of this unit. 
You know that the full 
story of the "grunt" who 
does his job each day in 
spite of extreme danger 
and discomfort can ne"9131' 
be f'ul1y understood by th9 
public in general. Each 
company, platoon, and man 
deserves a fr6n~ 
story for their actions at 
one time er another during 
their tom- in VietnRm. 
Unfortunately, only a 'V':1r':f 

fev get the recognition 
which they deserve. How­
ever, I knov thilt oach mx1. 
every "Folar Bear n tle­
mont, 'Whethor it bo a ccm­
pany, ple.toon, or a squad, 
qualifies as "front-i)age n 
heroes I This vas espe­
cially truo dm-ing tho re­
cent Battle for Hiep Due. 
As I look ba.clc on the past 
months, I .f'eel sure that 
~ that I did ~ 
to be inadequate, but the 

., 1Q"9taa. ~ - recogni ti.on is 
. ~te· 1u. 'luel.f, mid 

m, -OQe. person. con change 
it.. · 

Jr vould liko to t clco 
this opportunity to thank 
tho 0Polo.r Boer" Llfentrjl­
mon who h~vo so often 
tclcon thoir tine to make 
suro thnt I got a story 
or picture. I -would like 
to th::-,nk tl10 tired machine 
gunner who b..,d ti.r!lo to 
toll li!O what it was like 
ofter four dcys of con-

, stant ba.ttl.e neqr "Mil­
lion Dollo.r Hill, nm 
tho wounded RID who ro­
le.tad tho story of being 
surrounded with his cora­
pney by o.n NVA battclion 
in AK Vo.ll.0y • 

I -would liko to thank 
L'l'C Hanry end Major Loo 
for their cooporntion nm 
support which r~::-.do my job 
so much c:i.sior during 
thoso J,ast months. CPT 
Condon o.nd his s kff in 
tho S-1 Section oJ.so mar­
it mention boco.use .they ba­
vo been responsible for 
tho prfoting ~ 2f. ~ 
ench month. R'.l.'0 1s in tho 
TOO nnd compnny clerks 
hnvo also helped whenever 
I hc..vo asked. To ell of 
you, I -would like to ox­
press a hearty 11Thl'.nk Youl" 
But !!lost of o.11, I will 
rornombor those dirty, un­
shaven f o.cos; thoso pla­
toon sorgo:-.nts ::mi sq'l.W.d 
loaders; thoso RID 1s· · ond 
greru:idiors • Thos0 are tlD 
best · of tho 0 Polm- So ·.rn 111 

ARVN 
PRESEf\lT . 

A\NARDS 
In :i cer emony held in 

Tum Ky on 25 Octobur, tho 
Army of tho Republic of 
Viet..,cm (ARVN) awarded thJ 
Cross of Gc.llM try to r o­
prosont:J.ti vos of tho Bnt­
tc.lion. 

L'IO. Cecil M. Hanry, 
COl!llllnnding Officer of tho 
4th BntwJ.ion, 31st In­
fantry, rocoivod tho Cros, 
of Gello.ntry with Paln . 

Pros0ntod tho Cross of 
Gallantry with Bronzo Stm­
voro SFC J ncldo Blackwll 
of .Echo Comp.my, PSGT 
J C'Iaos A. Buytr.ort of Al­
ph:i Comp:i.ny, rnd SP4 Roy­
n~J.do P:ich~co of Hc:::dw 
qur.rtors and Hoe.dquortors 
Compony. 

Tho a\R.rdn wro giwn 
to .honor dosorving por­
eonnol in tho roccnt ba.t­
tl.c of Hiop Due. 



Reenlistments acccnr,,.:i.shed du-ring the month of October 1969 with option 
ond reussignrnent r..:owu ufter ec.ch name, were us follows: ' f 

HHC~ 
1. HODGFS, Ge.rry L. - Medical - 44th Med Ede, APO 96384 
2. PHILLIPS, Cl.Pr ter A. - Sch Ede, USA. Armor Center, Ft Knox, ~ 
3. EDWARDS, Lennis - US.A Fnce, Ft. Sill, Okla. 

A .Co: 
1. WILLIS, Larry C. - Aircraft Maint - HHC, 123d Avn Bn 
2. ~.H:l!., ':",. , Len A.. - A.ircrllft Maint - 174th Avn Co. 
3, Ji.'F 'rt, , P.-:,. ,. ::; K. - Hvy Equip Oper - Co E, 26th Engr Bn 
4. Nc·.,-: . ..rnr.::•,,., ;:,amcr - Metal working - 20th Engr Ede, Long B:i.nh 
5. Dt~ ·;- ;-,Ls, r:-:.cherd L, - Motor Transport - Co B, 23d S&T Bn 
6. TEI.t'"lii, Bruce E. - Law Enforcement - 18th MF Ede, Long Binh 

B- Co: 
1. FEASTER, Marion - Supply - HHC 23d S&T Bn 
2. BA:,F.R, Rnyi;iond L. - Do.ta Processing - 101st Abn Div,- Al'O 96383 
3. H()S:-ry:·ri., Rich,u-d G. - Administra tion - 527th PSC, APO 96238 
4. JOHlfuON, Rex - Metal. working - HHC, 723d Maint Bn . 

C Co: 
1. TAYLOR, J cmes C. - Draftsmon - HliC, 523d Sig Bn 
2. MC CLURE, Jerry C. - Aircro.ft Me.int - 178th Avn Co, 14th Avn Bn 
3, CROMER, Paul H. - Communications - 174th A VN Co, 14th Avn Bn 
4. RAWLINS, Ch.:u-les M. - Metcl working - HHC, 723d Mo.int Bn 
5. v!ALZ, J erol!le E. - Communications - 13:ai Avn ·co, 14th Avn Bn 
6. LUMSDEN, Robert O. - Draftsman - 518th PSC, Cam Rahn Bey 

D Co: 
1. GRAY, Gary A. - Hvy Equip Oper - !IlIC, 723d Mdnt Bn 
2. HilJ.IBEL'ION, Michael T. - Supply - HHC, 723d· Me.int Bn 
3. AVENA , Anthony - Postal Clerk - 23d Ad.min Co • . 
4. SH1.J11,\J~, Boyce B. - Wire Mo.intance - Co B, 723d Mo.int Bn 
5. Dir: ,\'l.l , P..ir= w. - Dy W/Stond down - 196th Inf Ede 
6. W!IT ; P:i :~, Melvi_n J. - Motor Mo.int - . Co D; 723d M...'Unt Bn 
7. CAli~2iLL, R0be~t J. - Food Service - HHC , 4th Bn 31st Inf 
8. FULLERTON, J c.y G. - Aircrcl't Mc.int - -71s t Avn Co, APO 96374 

E Co: 
1 • WRIGHT, Ira L. - Supply - 355th 'l're.ns Co 
2. RINKS, Jm.1es M, - Hvy Equip Oper - Co D, 26th Engr Bh 
3. HOAG, Duvey V. - Supply - 71st Avn Co, 14th Avn Bn 

RECAPITULATION: OBJECTIVE 
4 

REENLIS'l}IENTS 
28 + 2 RA Career 

"I'd like to volunteer for the 
dra.f't CUto 11 

Jl,AYMOND G. STICE, SFC 
Bn Reenlistment NCO 
4th Bn 31st Inf 196th Inf Ede 
APO San Francisco 96374 

WEST OF WEST 

LTC Cocil M. Hanry CO 
SP4 William Cruwford Roportor 

This newssheet is published nonthly by tho 4/31 
Info.ntry, 196th Infantry Brig~'.Clo APO 96374, as an 
uuthorized publicc.tion. Viows end opinions cxpros.scd 
herein do not nocosso.rily ro;ll'esont tho.so of the 
opartwmt of tho .Arr,iy. A.FPS r,1ntorin..l usod, 


	4th Bn 31st Inf Newspaper Vol 1 No 7 Nov 3 1969 pg 1
	4th Bn 31st Inf Newspaper Vol 1 No 7 Nov 3 1969 pg 2
	4th Bn 31st Inf Newspaper Vol 1 No 7 Nov 3 1969 pg 3
	4th Bn 31st Inf Newspaper Vol 1 No 7 Nov 3 1969 pg 4

