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VOTERS GO To THE

0ULS IN HIEP D uc
The polls are open for

the first time in five
years for over four thou-
sond Vietnamese Voters in
Hiep Duc District., ILess
than five weel's ago, this
fertile valley was the
scene of a bitter strug-
gle between "Polar Bear!
Infantrymen and forces of
the 2nd NVA Division,
Local elections fer
hamlet and village affi~
cials were held recently
Tfor the first time since
the communists over-ran
the district in 1965,
Avpgust and September
brought a renewed effert
by the NVA to re-capture
Hiep Duc which has become
a showcase for pacifica-

tion in the I ( Taet-
ical Zone, Mare  than
1,200 NVA ers were
‘cﬂled by elements of the
196th Infant Brigede,
mvu and the 1st Marine-
Dimibn.

Each af the several

villages and hamlets el-
octed the officials who
will asaist the district
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HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ALL ALON

While on a company meneuver one morning during the bat-
* tle of Hiep Duc, Alpha Company was embushed from well con-
cealed bunkers along a rice paddy just as they were ready
to enter a wooded area, The pomt man, SP4 Robert ”Prme”
Jeans, hit the ground for cover in a d\:d space directly
in frent of one of the bunkers little knowing thet he would
spend the next twelve hours in that depression with  spo-
radic fire being exchanged right over his head.

The Kenilworth, New Jersey rifleman begen to lead his
company off the main trail and into the wooded area to logm
from exposing the element in an open rice peddy on the wgy
to their Aabjective, Hill 102, Forces of the Second NVA
Division were waiting with 30 celiber mochine guns and va-
rious small arms in their bunkers for the company to cross
into the open. By heading for the woodline instead, Jeans
foiled the enemy's plans for a perfect ambush, Jeans had
moved to the top of a paddy dike when there was a sudden
barrage of M6 and M79 fire to his recar., "We thought it
was eur men opening up, so wo didn't take cover immedia-
tely", explained SGT Al Holtzman of Brentwood, New York,
squad leader of the point element. Tho sccond burst in-
cluded 30 caliber fire and left no doubt in the  soldiors!
minds that thoy were the targot.

Suddenly,Jeans discovered that the dike he was

~ actually a machinegun bunker but he had to head for cover
before he had a chance to rout the occupants, The intense
firing over his head prevented him from rejoining his unit
as they moved back to take cover. "I called to Al and
told him I was OK but couldn't move from my position", ro-
lated Joans.

The rest of the company set up & hasty perimeter and
began to engage the bunker with machinegun fire and M-72
rocket launchers, However, they were unable to offecti-
vely open up on the bunker without further ondangoring
their comrade's life,

T thought the rest of the company had left the arcal)
said Jeons, "Thoir machinegun fire was coming so closo to
me I thought it was the NVA trying to hit me."

UT was in a space just large enough for my body," Joons
related overytime I tried to move out they opened up a=-

I finally docided to wait out tho day and try to

atop was
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THE CHURCH OF THE POLAR BEARS “soworer @

Worship here in Viotnam, though vory difforent from th-
at of tho organized church back in the states, is  similer
to that of the early church in the following aspects:

1. Location-Tho corly church began out in the ficlds and
mountainsides; how similar to our onvironment here.

2. Size of groups=the carly churches were small i sise
due to thoir beginning and also porsecution, When the
scripture emntions "and the church in their hour's,"it was
literally just that a small gothoring, Most of our wor-
ship oxperiences here are held at company lovel and
at tines at pletoon lovel, How similarl

3. Spirit of groups=the ecarly Christicns worshiped in
Joyfulness, for Christ was their new life; their singing
omressed the way they felt. Hore, too, onc finds singing
to be a groat rclease for his fears; one has only to ox-

ricnce it, .

4+ Type of Worship-the oarly Christians spoke mainly of
12 life of their lord; often they could not gather be-
couse of persecution, Oft.on here, too, we camnot mcpt to-
jether as we would like because of the enemy situation,
therofore, of ncecessity one must at times communicate with
God alone,

The Church of tho Polar Bears though is on tho mowe,
whother here on the fire base, out in the flold, or back
at stend down. This rominds wus that God is not statig
but walks with us deily!

« Chaplain (CPT) Donald Wilson

ALONL ? (Con't & PG 1)

4s dorlmoss bogan to set in, Alpha Compeny sot up a
night laagor at their position, Later, under cover of
dorlmess, Joons was able to manouver from his position
toword the lasgor, Still not cortain whethor the posttions
wore NVA or his own comrodos, he lay quiotly noar the
porimoter listoning and observing, He soon heard Eng-
lish-speaking voices and anxiously called out to the asto-
nishod mon that he was coming in.

Aftor a torrifying day spent in tho crossfire betwecn
cnemy and friendly elomonts, Specialist Jeans hoppily feoll
into tho open arms of the waiting Polar Bears.

MORTARS SLUG
W ITH “CHARLIE”

for the line componies in
hoavy contoet in the arca.
Tho aroa couldn't bo co-
vered from tho mortar po- -
sitions on the ncorby fire
support bases, West and
Siberia.,

TAs soon as we landed
on the hill, we began ro-
gistering the guns and

Rocently, with only a
fow hours notice to pack
up ond be ready to nove,
Brovo Scetion of Echo com-
pony found themsclves on
the way to the field to
te in tho battle
for Hiep Duc. The desti-
nation for the Polar Bear

digging in, " 3aid SGT.
Paul Armstrong of West—
ninster, California, No -

aoomworothcysotwhen
the NVA bogen hittihg tho -
hill with their own 824M .
rounds, Tho cncmy pound—
od the hill 211 day from
norter positions dug in

T OUT

fire on tho nen,

POLAR BEAR CITE

QF TRHE
- r K ")

Dosornm "Polar Boar"
Infantrymen will got a
chance to have a throo
dey broak from tho fiold
undor a now plan to honor
the outstanding "Soldier
of tho Woel," Each wook
a different compony will
dosignate a man who. de-
sorves the opportunity to
have threc days of rost,
& daily showor, and cloan
clothes,

"This individual will
aceompany the Battalion
Commander through out his
daily routine, and in
this way, he will. locrn
somothing obout  how the
battalion operctes, " sta-
ted Major Roger Lw, 4/31
Operations:Officer, "Ho
can givo —us- - inf-rmation
about what the troops in
tho fiocld nocd and bring
the battalion staff closer
to tho fiocld troops in
goneral,

SP/ Dick Oswald of the
First Platoon of A Con-
peny was the first "Polar
Bear" to be nordnatod.
SP4 Oswald has performed
in an outstanding feshion
as a squed locder for A

Co. When last scen, Dick
was enjoying & movic in
tho BTOC.

MALARA
CAN

KILL
TAKE YOUR
PILL

and camouflaged so - well
that ‘gunships were _iumablo
to rout thom, During tho
time the mortar soction
wo¥ on the hill tho FNVA
conf.inuod to harrss than
ic
4% spriem ooty

conpanios in tho

ico addios bolow would
Join non on tho
late ecch ofternoon to

provide socurity during
the night., Thoy woro suo=
cessful in keeping tbe en-
eny from coning wup ‘tho
hill end uaing small arms
A pgni-
per did meko it up the hill

"(con'r ra Py 3)



THANKS FROM MARINES
1LZ Boldy, Vietnin~The
soldiars of the Aperical
Div!s 4th Bn, 31st Inf,
196th Inf Bde, worc pro-
sonted a silver buglo by
Col. Cildo Codispoti of
Now York City, cormanding
officor of the 7th Regt,
1st Mar Div,

Tho bugle wcs givon
to Lt. Col., OCcoil M.
Honry of Romo, Go., a8 a
tokon of apprcciction for
tho spirit of cooperatlon
and hosnitelity that was
oxtonded to tho Marinos
reccnt  Joint operations
round LZ Wost,

onc night, but he was so-
on silenced,

During tho day, in ad-
ditien to their fire mis-
sions, the men provided a
sceure londing zono for
holiconters to bring in
supplics for the line com
penics as well os  thoixr
own supplics and the vital
nortar rounds, "Sometimes
we would finish one firo
nission just in timo to
unload ¢ choppor ond then
bhurry back to owr posi=-
tions for another mission,
Said SPL Jack Massarello
of Plynmouth, Michigen,

Originally,tho section
was to bo on the hill only
two days but eonded up
staying out for twelve
days, ™uring that time
we oxpended over 1000 ro-
unds and wero ercdited
with 37 kills, "roportod
Lt.Chorles Allen of Faire
field, Connecticutt,
IFron our position an Hill
118 we werc able to pro-
vido closs, instantancous
fire support for tho line
conpanics, usuclly got-
ting support to them with-
in a nminute or two of
their coll®, Tho sootion
was not reoquired to obtain

clcarence bofore firing,
2s is tho ccse on tho firo
support bases, se thoy
wore cble to fire cs soon
os tho guns wero aimed.

Whon their mission on
™1ll4on Doller -Hi11l" was
comploted, thc men of Echo
Company hod onco again,
proven  thoir valuo to the
P4ghting mon in the ficld,

PIO CHIEF
RETIRES

It hos boon my  privi-
logo to sarve as tho obief
of tho Public Information
Office of tho 4th Bu,,
31st Inf for thoso "last
eight months, During this
time, I have attempted to
gain some recognition for
the fine fighting men of
this battalion through
the civilain nodia as-well
as the efficial publica~
tions of the U.S. Army
here in Southeast Asia,
For the past serveral mo-
ths, I have also helped
to produce West of West,
the battalion newspaper,

No amount of publicity
would do justice to the
Infantrymen of this unit.
You Inow that the full
story of the "grunt" who
does his job each dey in
spite of extreme danger
and discomfort can never
be fully understood by the
public in general. BEach
company, platoon, and man
deserves a front--pago
story for their actionsat
one time er anothexr curing
their tour in Vietnam.
Unfortunately, only a very
few get the rTooognition
which they deserve, How-
ever,I know that oach and
every "Folar Bear" ale-
ment, whether it be a com-
pany, pletoon, or a squad,
qualifies as "front-page"
heroes! This was espe-
clally trus during tho re-
cent Battle for Hiep Duc.
As I look back on the psst
months, I feel sure that
anything that I did proved
to be inadequate, but the

;@ystem of recognition is
- ingdequate in T6self, and

np -one person can change
1t - -

I would like to taoko
this opportunity to thank
tho "Polor Boor! Infontry-
nen who have so oftan
tokon their time to make
suro that I got a story

or picture, I would like
to thank the tired machine
gunner who had time to

toll mo what it was like
after four doys of con-
stant battle noar 'Mil-
lion Dollar Hill, and
tho wounded RTO who To-
loted the story of being
surrounded with his com-
pany by an NVA battalion

in AK Valloy,
I would like to thank
LTC Honry ond Major Lec

for their cooparation and
support which mode my job
so much casicr during
thoso last months, CPT
Condon and his staff in
tho S-1 Scction clso mor-
it montion boccuse -thoy ha-
vo been responsible  for
tho printing West of West
each month, RTO's in tho
TOC and compaony clerks
havo also holped whenever
I havo asked, To 211 of
you, I would like to ox-
press o hearty "Thank Youl"
But most of 211, I will
ronember thoso dirty, un-
shaven focos; thoso pla-
toon sergecnts and squed
loadors; thoso RT0's' "and
grencdiors, These are tlo
best of the ¥Polar 3c wsi®

ARV N
PRESEN T
AWARDS

In a ccromony hold in
Toam Ky on 25 October, tho
Arny of the Ropublic of
Victnem (ARVN) aworded tlo
Cross of Gellentry to ro-
prosontatives of the Bat-
tclion,.

LTC, Cccil M. Henry,
Cormanding Officer of tho
Lth Battolion, 31lst In-
fantry, rcceived the Cross
of Gallantry with Paln,

Prosonted the Cross of
Gallentry with Bronze Star
were SFC Jackio Blackwoll
of Echo Company, FPSGT
Jomes A, Buytoort of Al-
pha Company, cnd S¥P4 Roy-
ncldo Pachoco of  Hoode
quertors and Hocdquartors

Tho awards worc givaon
to honor doscrving por-
sonnol in tho roccnt bat-

tlo of Hiop Duc.



Reanlistments acccmplished during the month of October 1969, with option

and reassigmment siown after each name, were as follows:

‘HHC:
HODGES, Gerry L. = Medical =~ 44th Med Bde, APO 96384

1.
Re
3.

PHILLIPS, Clester A, - Sch Bde, USA Armor Center, Ft Inox, Ky
EDWARDS, Lennis ~ USA Face, Ft. §ill, Oxla,

A Co:

Te
2e

WILLIS, Larry C, - Aircraft Maint - HHC, 123d Avn Bn
SHANT.,, Glen A, = Aircraft Maint - 174th Avn Co.

hort Ko - Hvy Bquip Oper =~ Co E, 26th Engr Bn
'y wamar = Metal working - 20th Engr Bde, Long Binh
p1A2S, Iticherd Li = Motor Transport = Co B, 23d S&T Bn
‘LR, Bruce B, - Law Enforcement ~ 18th MP Bde, Long Binh

B Co:

1 .
2e
3.
be

FEASTER, Marion -~ Supply - HHC 23d S&T Bn

BAKAR, Raymond L, - Data Processing — 101st Abn Div,: AFO 96383
HOSUTR, Richard G, — Administration - 527th PSC, AP0 96238
JOHSON, Rex — Metal working — HHC, 723d Maint Bn :

C Co: g

1e
2
3.
be
5e
6.

D Co:

TAYIOR, Jomes C. = Draftsman - HHC, 523d Sig Bn

MC CLURE, Jerry C, - Aircraft Maint - 178th Avn Co, 14th Avn Bn
CROMER, Paul He — Communications — 174th AVN Co, 14th Avn En
RAWLINS, Chorles M, =~ Metol working - HHC, 723d Maint Bn

WALZ, Jerome E, - Communications - 132d Awvn Co, 14th Awvn Bn
LUMSDEN, Robert 0. — Draftsman — 518th PSC, Cam Rahn Bey

GRAY, Gery A, — Hvy Equip Oper -~ HHC, 723d Mzint Bn
HAMBELTON, Michael T, - Supply -~ HHC, 723d Meint Bn

AVENA, Anthony - Postel Clerk ~ 23d Admin Co. .

SHMAKE, Boyee B, = Wire Maintance — Co B, 723d Maint Bn
DICARY, Hirecm W, = Dy W/Stand down ~ 196th Inf Bde

WHIT 13 5R, Melvin J, = Motor Maint - Co D; 723d Maint Bn
CAMF2ELL, Robert J, - Food Service -~ HHG, 4th Bn 31st Inf
FULLERTON, Joy G. - Aircfeft Maint —.7lst Ava Co, APO 96374

E Co:

Te
2.
3.

WRIGHT, Ira L. - Supply - 355th Trans Co
RINKS, James M. - Hvy Equip Oper - Co D, 26th Engr Bn
HOAG, Devey V. — Supply - 7lst Ava Co, 14th Avn Bn

RECAPITULATION: OBJECTIVE REENLIS TMENTS PCT, ATT.

4 28 + 2 RA Career ~~0%

RAYMOND G. STICE, SFC
Bn Reenlistment NCO

4th Bn 31st Inf 196th Inf Bde
APO San Francisco 96374

WEST OF WEST

LTC Cecil M, Henry Cco
SP4 William Crawford Reporter

This newssheet is published mnonthly by the 4/31
Infentry, 196th Infantry Brigade APO 96374, as an
authorized publicotion. Views ond opinions expressed
herein do not nccessarily ropresent those of the
bopartna.nt of the Army. AFPS material. used.
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