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LTC Sl(AE/? ~#E/4/ l:i/PA BEAR)) 8RIJ 1/0 
The new Battalion Com­

mander , Lieutenant Colonel 
:\enneth L. S1<aer(Spokane , 
W a.sh . ) , r ecently r eceived 
the proud colors of the 
4th Battalion, 31st Infan­
try from Lieutenant Colo­
ncil Cecil M. Henry (Rome, 
Ga. ) . LTC Henry has t aken 
a po ition as senior ad­
vi r with the 5th ARVN 
Regiment of the 2nd ARVN 
Division . 

LTC Skaar n ta\:ing 
command c n ented, 11 This 
i s a fine battalion with 
on excellent r ecord of 
achievement , ond I run 
roud to become its c 

na.nder. I will endeavor 
t o carry on the great Po­
ls. Bear tr •di t ion as the 
le~der of this outs tanding 
f: ~htjng unit. I ask 
only :'or the support of 
everyone in the battalio~• 

LTC Skner ent ed the 
. rmy in 19"2 as an en-
1 :. sted ma.11 and groduated 
fro~ o~'icers ' .Ccn::lid!!.te 
Sc,ool in 1953 . 

He served with the 45th 
Infantry Division and the 
3rd Infantry Division ~n 
Korea for 18 months . Jf­
ter being stationed at 
Fort Levis, Washington,he 
began a three year tour 
ot duty in Europe in 1958 
with the Jrd Battalion 
(Mechanized), 51st Infan­
try ARB. 

LTC Skaer grar:mi.ted 
om the C eer Officers• 

Advanced Course at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, in 1961 . 
After an as signment at 
Fort lewis , Washington, 
he attended the Gammond 
and General Staff College 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kan­
s as. 

Before his next assign­
ment in Thailand for a 
year, he graduated from 
Language School . Upon his 
r eturn from T'.~.riland, he 
bec El.i~e on instructor at 
the Gammond ond Genercl 
Ste.ff College , 

LTC Skaer wc.s Deputy 
Commnnder of the Chu Leri 
Defense Co and until be 
nssumed ommond of the 
4th Buttclion, 31st Infan­
try on December 27, 1969 . 

LOWEtP LEI/EL 
Cf/,.~NqE OF 

CO!Wfl4 AND 
Inn brief ceremony 

held on LZ Siberia, Lisu­
ten -:..,t Colonel Kenneth L. 
Skrer (Spokc.ne, Wash . ) 
gave Lieutenant Armund M. 
Dc.rrin (Selden, N. Y. )com­
mr.nd of Chorlie Coopnny . 
The company ' s former com­
m~nder, C~ptnin John R. 
Thomr.s (Fort 1/c.shingt on, 
Pe .) is now the b~ttcl ion 
S-1 i n Chu Lai 

FINDS 
CACI!£() 

0 

While on a routi,: 
sweep of on nreo. two mil(_ 
northwest of LZ West. 
Br rvo Company of the 4•·'· 
Bn, 31st Inf e r.me acr 1.•·; 
a tunnel entr rnce ru dd<?,. 
in heavy foilr.ge . 

As the Infantrymen 
seDrched the tunnel com­
pl ·, they uncovered o. 
vrriety of equipment in ­
cluding an ~60 mc.chine­
gun with 400 rounds of 
E\;lllJIUilition, t>n AKJ.,.7 r ifle, 
and an Ml.6 r ifle . nothe 
ere~ of the complex con ­
tained thirty-nine 82 1'" 
mart.tr r ounds rnd foa, t 

o' 
60 MM rounds with t cK 
large seeled boxes 
mrrt , r fuses r.nd a 250 l' 
bomb. 

Ct>.ptain Willinm Mere~· 
(New York City) , the o­
to.lion S- 2, c,Jr - - ... , 

" This fi:id is in ~ r:~, :!s·l 
ly infil trl' ted sec1:,io1, 
which we have been trying 
to clear . We h,,ve had s0-
veral Chieu Hoi 1s m 
this cren r ecently and 
the denirl of this ccche 
to tho enemy will further 
esteblish our eecurity 
there." 



/JI: l ti/ 1A/r£S SFLIEIV '-
"Everybod..v I s very happy a ut it , 11 said C? t :i:ilOlh.'>s 

/?£-UP C) 
r 
0 

J. Lynch Boston) . "This is the kind of thing tiho.t 
make.s ur per , tions s infinitely , rthwhile . 11 

CPr Lyn h rel yed the mood of Dsl ta Compony foll w-
ing o. c rd n and seo.rch that snared five suspe ted VC 
guerillo.s and received two Hai Ch!ll'lh r alliers - one of 
them o. girl of twenty who t old the meri c.ns f her loog­
sep~ration fr m her f ·1y. 

Delta aptured the suspected VC squad aft er the men 
ucke into a hootch o.s t he point latoon po.s e . The 
ompony wo. op ating inside eilly An S n Vill r- i;e , five 

miles northwest of LZ West . l'he Pol Beer 1i.;1i c s ear-
hed the five o.nd found a Chi om grenade and pa ks con­

t aining medical sup lies, fishn~t , hammo cks, and NVA 
pro. r da leaflets . -....._ < ~'", 

SE£ 

Reenlistment , January 1970 

Reenlistment accomplished 
dur ing the mcnth of Janu­
ary 1970 , wi th option and 
r eassignment shown u dr., 
ecch nrune , were as f ollows : 

HHC : Career 
1 . GUTIERREZ, A., SGM 

Chu Lai 

A Co : 1st term" RA 11 

1. WILSON , Ch,,rles , PFC 
17 th Avn Co - Chu Loi 

B Co : 
NONE 

o C Co : 1st Term "RA " 

11 ./bile we were securing 
man stepped out of a hut," 

they ,r ted t o "Chien Hoi. 11 

1.e and shook hond. 11 

-~ 
' 

t he de teinees a ~~n and a 
s aid CPT Lynch. " ' •,;,:,:- said 
The man hande ' me an AK- '/ 

The o.etaiu- es ,ll1J ,,he t;i,;o Roi C1.a .. :~ .. , ·."' " .• ~ · ." . ..J.: 1 t<> l 
LZ West . Ther a} the . ung WDl'.u::·. e~ ·" .Jn j_,yce:•e!;t."i.!"lg 

ccount of her de cision t:) de ect . i-le~· ·,.~1., ol-ie.c · "-,_:;::,. · 
thers had left the VC enrlier this yeff.f" an::l. ore now at- ­
tending the Americ e.l Division's Kit CnTson Scout School 
in Chu Lai. Hearing of their good fort.!,.,e, she made her 
choice. 

"She wanted t o be with her brother , 11 s c.id Captein 
Willirun Mercedo of Ne w York City , S--2 (-;:d,E<J l i gen e ) 
0fficer , who s . ke with th Hoi Cha1hs . '!Apper ently, 
they are the only family she has left. !l 

The man who ccme with her is a ?. 5 ;)'ear- old VC . 
"He I s been tr · ng t o come ov er since last ye ~r , "scid 

CP'l' 1';.c.rccdo . "He .rrota a letter to the distri t chief 
t Hiep Due, offering to come in, but got no r eply. ~ 

Hes;_ tm1t. when he received nc answer, he stayed with 
his unit :':.:>r an, t!1er ye[ r, afraid Ameri an so:.1'_"ce;,,;1 
w-,uld sh--.ot if he app~·o,' bed them. 

T0,0 TE-IV 
COLlE(i! IJT~ 

5 TII IV OJ IVGS 
UCIA 
Kentucky •. •• • 
S. Carolina 

1 . BF.KER, James E., PFC 
Co B 23rd S&T Bn Chu La' 

D Co : 1st Term"RA" 
1 . CHi,PMAN, Steven , PFC 

1st vn Bde Long B' nh 

E Co : Career 
1 . M:; DERMOTI' , Robert, 18" 

Chu La., 

RECAPITULATION : 
Objective - 4 
Reenlistment - 3+2 
Per entage Attained - -:-~·: 

The retention of qutli •· 
1. c:d, ,:-,,; fetent en:i,: 0 ,. 

;:,~rsonr1e:t is vital t.o ·, h· 
sc:ccess of the A1·myi ;, l!l.L, -

sion . T!::10 deve lopment o.rY'. 
maint enance of a : 
t r ined , pr ofessional 
i s the r esponsi bilit., 
oach commander . The G'!:· 

cess of t he t,r my Reenli.-; t • 
ment ProgrE:Jn depends uir ·1 
effective leadership ad 
an aggressive r eenlistment 
pro gr cm at aJ l , or . aoi~n­
tione.1 levels . The degree 
of sue ass achieved i 
this program an bo djr~~ 
tly rel t ed t o the quru.i ;,)I 
of leader::hip exhibitP.~'. 
by of icers c.nd n, nr,c---r­
siol:4ed o.rr-;r- ... r"· 

1. 
2 . 
J . 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

ST . Bonaventure. 
N. Mexico Stets. 
Jecks0nvillo 
H"Ul5ton 

rgrstte . . 
N. Carolina 

• • • li- 0 
14- 0 
12-1 
12-0 
16-1 
13-0 
12-2 
13- 1 
12-3 
13- 1 

JUST AS)( YOUR 
N. CProlina State. R£D BLOO/J CELLS. 



A TRUE l OJIE 
I was reading a history book in the 7th Gr.,de when I 

first noticed her, and I suddenly felt n b Li, ·-' childish 
po.ssion. By the time I gr!lduo.ted from high J•·,,~ol I had 
follen in love . 

She may be a little on the large she , bu+. who cores? 
To 1:19, she's the most benutiful thing on enrt~ . I lo ve 
her for many r eo.sons and one of them is her ~moassj on 
for others. She's al~ays · thinking of s omo ne el~e . -1-
w~•s giving of herself. I-Then I stop t o t nir,k of the 
numer ous people s he has helped when they ne~.• ,., her I 
ccn 1t f i nd the words to ex ess rn,.yseJf. 

No , she 1s not rfect by DIIY me an;;-,-.L,f, -i-;, .. • ·., o is? 
-1 I cure is that she tries hnrd t u bi, j .:•; · . ,. ·t I want 
:1er to be . How mar.y others can sey t:,1:,.t'! Noi; many . I 
!mow. I've been around. 

She 's gentle end kind, en:'. c--.:::.•3 ,,i t h her heart . 
. \.nd, when I s ee o.n ne tr · ng 1 :,:;e advant:i.ge of her , 
i t mckes my blood boil . I guE<:rn . o ju:::'L . j ealoue. 
Haven't I the r ight to e? I '~ .8ver stand by and see 
anyone try to toke her oway f m 111.fJ .'.lhe I s t,,)o pre­
cious; besides, she depends on me t,o much . I 11 go on 
loving and protecting her t o the f~y I die . 

Of course, there ore times when I tell he!' of •,bings 
that ore wrong. But, ofter I 1Y,' rold her, ~he always 
does her test t o change t hem ,.,~ -ie . I'm p uc of her 
for tho.t . I've only to l et 1 . • • .:'1,) 1,{ ho"' I f ee-}. t:r.d. be 
n little patient . No one cc.., ... _;e t hings i1. a day, 
co.n they? 

It I s \olhen I 1vc been awcy f o. ," i1ile t hat I r.: 11er 
end r ealize how much I l ong t o •·~t t°' k. \, '' •. '· .. ',at 
s aying , "Absence mokes the he·- :; .;:c; fc ,j nr,.: I 
nec.r home, s l:e I s wr.iting thcr,. ·,·~ t J, outstr e tr',• C: • .. 'ms 
to of er me all of t he wond2. ··. l. t;-i:;.r,c-2 I L., ''-'er 
bee n able t o f i nd in this co..;J·"rea ,.o:·1 d . I kr,~ .r .:: ve 
been ound . 

Everywhere I 1ve travel ed I 1 ·e , ;1,:, H,I'! ,. •.• r:o • .:~ -sor. 
end could not f i nd one who cou::.r. < - .r· , ,,- . r . ·- • i-.r.ve ; 
I never will. I 1m convinced, aJ v,.l' :::.:~ -; ::-fl :· • 

When I go t o sleep eo.ch nifht I ,. "~ ~-,,rcofully 
!mowi ng thr.t she is ther e , bel on£:i:1i:c t,c1 ;n,. ;,i" . i n my 
hee.rt , I 111 clways keep her prP-c~,:.i.. .. '1:JJ..: •- ~-6:-.Lca. 
There I s not an ther beauty likr ner i11 cll . 01 ~ 1 s 
"'orld. I kno"'• I've been orou • .:a . (Afr-, ) 

NnA S uandi1lgs 

Er_- t .,,..rr::. !' \.~_;_ ::;ion 

l:[Q:a. ·"" .,,!, 
Nov l ork . . - . . /41 ::i 
Millo{l'Uk<>o 36 1 ) 
Baltim,:ire 32 21 
Phih,delphia • 28 24 
Cincinnati 24 29 
Boston. 20 30 
D2tr~it 20 33 

~estern Divi sion 

,tlanta. JO 22 
Los hngeles 26 24 
Chic2go. . . 25 28 
San Francisco . 22 29 
Phoenix . 23 31 
San Diego 18 31 . 
se,.ttle . 18 34 

LTC Kennoth Skc.o:,.• CO 
l'.9C Gerold L= b PIO 
SP,4 P.I. Koe trilun E,)::. r 

This newssheet is 
listed monthly by tt, 
Inf a:. try, 196th lJ, ", 
Br igade ,APO 96374 , /\a 

author ized · publi,::i:·, 1 , 

Views and opinions e:1.~- ' 
sed her ein do not necu , 
ily · represent t hose, 
the Departmeut. of th; J • 
Al"I'S JJJ[:l t erinl used. 

pt. fr: 
. 788 
. 692 5 
. 604 ~ 

. 538 13 
-453 1 7½ 
. 400 20 
. 377 21½ 

. 577 

. 5:.:0 _; 

. 472 5½ 
, 431 7t 
.42,6 8 
. 367 1ot 
, 346 12 



. rpxc..ts ~ CON~ucr .To,111t S(NEEP 
Vietnamese Popular Force Units in Que Son District are 

~rogres~ing steadily toward increased r esponsibility in 
the pec1fioation of the valley area northecst of · LZ Wost. 

With the insertion of a liaison team from the 4th Bn 
31st IJ:u'· ilrt,o the district, the opportunity for j oint 
oper t tions with U.S. Infantrymen and PF 1s became possi­
ble. The Battalion I s Recon Platoon and a platoon of PF I s 
from Son Hoa Villnge recently wor ked t ogether in smoothly 
conducted operations that demonstrate the effectiveness 
and compatnbility of · oint e.llied oper ations. 

SJ{~)7 
~ 
~ 

In a sweep of rugged Hill 441 north of LZ West the ~(( 
0~.J! f~rces combined t o se!lroh for enemy fo r tifications : eli­

minate enemy supply sources and remove possible centers 
of enemy oper ations. The two f roes set up !llllbus4es to­
.o-eth('r, conducted petrols and pulled $Uard jointly. 

Second Lieutenant William K. Rapp t Glen Ellyn, Ill.), 
Recon Pla~oon leader, remarked, 11The P.F 's are very good 
to wor, w1 th !llld they li ·e \o/orking \o/i th us. They are 
dedic~teci fi ghters who don't t urn and run from a fitr e­
fight.11 

§r_ 11 r;t' ,~ 
0 0 

Chappel 3 Feb E Co 
Dahmer 3 Feb E Co 
Kiely 3 Feb E c~ 
Zemsn 3 Fob E Co 

On one of their operat ions the combined forces took 
along a Hoi Chanh from the village \o/ho leed them to SG­
ver o.l enemy hiding places. He o.lso i dentified VC occu­
pants in sever al of the hooch areas the element s\o/ept 

Zimmerman 6 Feb HHC 
Geyler 7 Feb HHC 
Cuneo 8 Feb HHC 
Hillman 8 Feb HHC 
Wilsc,n 8 Feb A through . 

By rhng \o/i th them the Infantrymen lear11ed t 
~pect these people. They found th&t they do s~me 
dif ferently f r om the America.~s , but they learned 
~bcut the Vietnamese themselves. 

re­
things 

much 

Bates 11 Feb HHC 
Heyward 15 Feb ;. 
Mil"Lurn 16 Feb A 
Timblin 17 Feb D 

"They ore an aggressive,well - traineid and di sciplined 
group, nnd "'e are happy t o l:e wrking with them, 11 2LT 
Rapp added. 

Pauley 23 Feb E 
McCoullough 27 Feb HHC 

AW. RDS PRESENTED IN J1.NUARY 

N:.ME co AW1'.RDS u NAME co J\W,..RD 

lLT JU: N GONZAI,Eg HHC _.:.,BS SP4 DAVID PROEJ,LOCHS C JtCM 

SGT RIC!LRD VITTUM D BS SP4 CdRY ST, ,NIF.Y C I.CM 

lSG J1;l-JES C. MPBELL D BS SP4 JOHN w;tLTHAUSEN C 1'.CM 

SSG BUMS ROBERT D BS SP4 GJl.RRY WALTERS C llCM 

SGT Ili.VID WARDELL C BS SP4 CHI.RIBS CH...CONAS D LCM 

SGT I:tlVI D ROLLAND D BS SP4 LARRY W. HORSLEY D ACM 

SGT Ch.RENCE ROSE C BS SP4 TEltRY A. KUHNAU D J.C i 

SGT EDDIE B, TTIE B BS SFC ROBERT MARSHALL D ACM 

SGT ULYSSES CUTTER B BS SP4 JAMES MUMEY D ACM 

SGT DAVID SCHIED A BS"V"(lst 0AK)SP4 RALPH PALMER D :,CM 

SGT P,_UL M:: GRlTH A BS SP4 HOBART ROBERTS D J,CM 

lLT CH.:,RLES lf. ALLEN E BS"V" SP4 JERRY RODEN;-,ERG D J,.CM 

C PT B.JUlY BRt..NDON E BS SP4 DANIEL L . Hf,GE E I.CM 

SP4 GI.E'm H. WHITE A BS"V" SP4 WILLL'IM F . JACKSON E /ICM 

SGT l"-: u1UCZ: BE.,'.UREG.AIU) B BS SP4 RICH,Jill MARSHALL E ACM 

1 LT i I LLL-\M MAlTTHE A ·BS{].!"t n,\K ) SP4 GEORGE RIDDER E ACM 

S.V4 JOHN , ~~l.EY A BS SP5 STEVEN SCOTT E .fl.CM 

SG1' T}lL.ll\1. ,,.:; NOTO C BS SP4 IEE M. TRENT E .,CM 

SGT BLLY SJ,YE C B8&SS SGT RICHfRD GASTONE C ,.CM"V" ( J "t' 

SP4 TOM G.:.RY C BS SGT D .VID ROLLAND D AC.M"V" 

SGT CR' IG SURPRISE E BS SP4 JOHN W,RQ'!JE A m 
SGT JERRY Ii I.CH D BS PFC CH.'RLES E. BELBOUT A PH 

SGT G£R.' LD Bl.ANCHJ\RD E BS PFC WILLI1M L. FENTER A HI 

SGT JOSEPH ST, ANGELO B BS 2LT EARLE FRANt~S E PH 

SGT PABLO GUZM.£.N B BS SSM ANTONIO GUTIERRE~ IIIIC f.M ~nd AW . .R~; 

SGT JUJ,i/ CLASs C BS SP 4 C Hf.RI.El FRIERSON B ACM 

SP4 NOLl,N PERIN C BS SP4 TOMMY GA c,,c;TER B J',CM 

SSG KENNETH NEWMAN D BS SP4 SPRUEL J . NORRIS B .!-ICM 

SP4 FRED C. M\RTIN D BS SP4 LYLE REULE B T,CM 

SP4 R!CH.'.RD HUSMt\!J" HHC JCM SP4 J,.MES N. RIC_KABAUGlf .a f'C~1 

SP4 L WHENCE LOCKE HHa /•CM SP4 NOEL E. ROE B 'ACM 

SP5 JESSIE J, MILLER HHC ACM SGT Ta..RELTON E. SCOTI' B l\Cl{ 

SP5 Di.IE B. ROBERSON HHC ACM SP4 J,\.MES .1.LEX,.;!DER". C l.C1\i 

WC J. CK BYARS A .ACM SP4 RICJ-L.RD LR' DY - C ACM 

S 1'4 WILLIAM ;. • D.' mEl A ACM SP4 ROUND COLLINS, C ,CH 

SP4 FRi NK M. KBRR A .ACM SP4 ROBERT FLOWEM C ACH 

SP4 JOHN H. M.RrINEI A ACM SP4 PHILLIP PILES C ;.cN 

RC JlJ&S E.. CWUC B ACM SP4 u.RRl 0 1REAR C .. 2,.cM 
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