S51°7T INFANTRY

31 January 1970

LTC SKAER “NEW AIRY BEAR™ BRAY O

The new Battalion Com-
mander, Lieutenent Colonel
Kenneth L, Skaer(Spokane,
Wash. ), recently received
~ the proud colors of the

4th Battalion, 31st Infan-
try from Lisutenant Colo-

\ Bae:ll M, Henry (Rome,
Henry has taken
a ’ﬁsﬁtion as senior ad-

[
b
b

BTy

at ]
a8 "&e\
mﬂt
f

ITC Skaer gradvated
from the Career Officers!
Advanced Course at Fort
Benning, Georgia,in 1961.
After an assignment at
Fort Lewis, Washington,
he attended the Command
and General Staff College
at Fort Leevenworth, Kan-
sas.

Before his next assign-
ment in Thailand for a
yeer, he graduated from
Language School. Upon his
return from Thailand,he
became an instructor at
the Command end General
Steff College.
¥ LTC Skeer was Deputy
Commender of the Chu Lai
Defense Command wuntil he

sumed command of the
f th Battelion, 31st Infan-
try on December 27, 1969.

LOWER LEVEL
CHANGE OF
CO/WMAND

In a brief ceremony
held on 17 Siberia, ldse~
Golonel Kenneth L.
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While on a routira
sweep of an nrea two mile:

northwest of L2 West.
Brevo Company of the 4T
Bn, 31st Inf came acros:
a tunnel entrence  hidde
in heavy foilege.

As the Infontrymen
searched the tunnel com~

plex, they uncovered a
veriety of equipment in-
cluding en M-60 machine-
gun with 400 rounds of
ammmunition, en AKL7 rifle,
end an M16 rifle. Another
grea of the complex con-
tained thirty-nine 82 I
morter rounds and fourt-
60 MM rounds with threc
large sealed boxes of
merter fuses and a 250 1t
bomb.

Ceptain William Mercas-
(New York City), the b
talion S-2, COMTALLGL .
"Thig find is in a neavi.
ly infiltrated = section
which we have been trying
to clear. We have had se-
veral Ghieu 1101'! Ml




er) body 's happy about it," said (7
" (Boston). "This is the lkind of thing That
our o’perttions so infinitely worthwhile."
CPT Lynch relayed the mocd of Delta Company follow-
ing a cordon and search that snered five suspected VC
- guerillas and received two Hoi Chanmh ralliers — one of
them a girl of twenty who told the Americens of her lmg
separation from her family.
Delta captured the suspected VC squad after the men
- ducked into a hootch as the point platoon passed. The
company was operating inside Rkilly An Son Vﬂl"re, five
miles northwest of L2 West. The Polar Beer unit sear-
ched the five and found a Chicom grenade and packs con-
taining medical supplies, fishnet, hammocks, and NVA
propoganda leaflets.

i

~

Y

o —

- "While we were securing the deteinees a men and a
woman stepped out of a hut,” said CPT Lynch. "oy said
they wented to "Chieu Hoi. " The men handed me an AK—47
rifle and shook my hand.”

The detainoes and the two Hoi Clacic
o LZ West. Thers, the young woman gavo
of her decision to defect. Ilex iwo
had left the VC earlier this year and

y1ilitted
inveresting
oider Lro--
are now ab—
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Hearing of their good fortune, she made her

ted to be with her brothers,“ said Captein

(Lr+allngence)

"Apperently,
r family she has left."

ceme with her is a 25 year-old VC.

to come over since last yeer,"said

rote a letter to the district chief

in, but got no reply.”

v no answer, he stayed with
afraid American soldiers
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Reenlistment, January 1970

Reenlistment accomplished
during the menth of Janu-
ary 1970, with option and
reassignment shown wunde®
each name, were as follows:

HHC: Career
1. GUTIERREZ, A., SGM

Chu Lai

A Co: 1lst term"RA"
1. WILSON, Charles, FFC
178th Avn Co ~ Chu Lai

B Co:
NONE

C Co: 1st Term "RA"
1. BAKER, James E., FFC
Co B 23rd S&T Bn Chu La*

D Co: 1st Term"RA"
1. CHLAPMAN, Steven, FFC
1st Avn Bde Long Binh

E Co: Career
1. MC DERMOIT, Robert, 1S%
Chu La.

RECAPITULATION:
Objective - 4
Reenlistment - 312
Percentage Attained - 75¢

The retention of guali
fied, competent eniic
pursonnel is vital to vhz
success of the Army's miz-
sion. The development J”
maintenance of a
tre=ined, professional -
is the responsibilit;
each commander. The suc
cess of the Army Reenliat-
ment Program depends upoi
effective leadership and
an aggressive reenlistment
progrem at all . organinme-
tional levels. The degree
of success achieved in
this program can be direc-
tly rel:ted to the quality
of leadership exhibited
by officers end ncnecmr::
sioned officers.
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e QUL S/OR /.
ng a history book in the 7th Grade when
her, and I sudgenly felt a bi% ~f chlldlsh

- By the time I greduated from high scivol I had
| love.

y be a little on the large size, but who cares?
, she's the most beautiful thing on eart‘a I love
for many reasons and one of them is her crmpassion
lers. She's always: thinking of somoone else. Al-
ving of herself. When I stop to tnink of the
people she has helped when they nesisd her I
can't find the words to express myself.
k- Ke, she's not perfect by any meanz—tuh tlr., uho is?
<11 I care is that she tries hard to be jusi wnat I want
lier to be. How many others can say that? Not many. I
know. I've been around.
She's gentle end kind, end pives with her heart.
And, when I see anyone trying ic tele advantage of her ,
it mekes my blood boil. I guess .'n  iust - jealous.
~ Haven't I the right to be? I'd never s%and by and see
- anyone try to teke her away from me. She's too pre-
- cious; besides, she depends on me tco mach. I°11 go on
loving and protecting her to the dey I die.

. Of course, there are times when I tell her of *“hings
that are wrong. But, after I've told her, sche always
does her test to change them for me. I'm proud of her

for that. I've only to let la cnow how I feel urd be
a little patient. No one cu :’ ange things in  a dayp
- can they?
; It's when I've been awsy for awhile that I nits her
end realize how much I long to e=t btack, V‘ etls  Ghat
seying, "Absence makes the herrt grow fonder” I

ar home, she's waiting there with outstret" 1ec, £Ims
to offer me all of the wonder®ul things I have  rever
: e to fanﬂ in this cockeyad world, I knowy; I‘ve

e I've traveled I've nade the
4mt find one who could comzere. I ==
"will. I'm convinced, after all “hese ywor
I go to sleap each night I xess ; cocefully
that she is there, belcmrmg to me. &nd, in my
dways keep her preciocus znane ~ Gmacica.
ther beauty like her in all . of God's
I've been around. (AFES)

f r b5 NBA Standings

g Epstern Division
W ingt
Zgln 11
36 16
32 2
28 24
29
30
33
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ITC Kennoth Skcex CO
J¥C Gerald Lamb P10
SPA P.I. Kogtrikin EJi

This newssheet is
listed monthly by the !
Infantry, 196th = Infau:
Brigade,APO 96374, a:
authorized = publiceti
Views and opinions exn>
sed herein do not nece
ily - represent those
the Department of tho kr»
AFPS material used.
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LORCES CONDUCT Towt SIWEE P

Vietnamese Populer Force Units in Que Son District are
progressing steadily toward increased responsibility in
the pecification of the velley area northecst of '~ IZ West.

With the insertion of a liaison team from the 4th Bn,
31st Inf imto the district, the opportunity for joint
operctions with U.S. Infentrymen and FF's became possi-
ble. The Battalion's Recon Platoon and a platoon of FF's
from Son Hoa Village recently worked together in smoothly
conducted operations that demonstrate the effectiveness
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and competability of joint allied operaticns.

In e sweep of rugged Hill 441 north of 12 West, the Q% C
forces combined to search for enemy fortifications, eli- j§
minate enemy supply sources and remove possitle centers P
of enemy operations. The two forces set up ambushes to- @
gether, conducted petrols and pulled guard jointly. ﬁi{j @ D

Secend Lieutenant William K, Rapp (Glem Ellyn, I1l.), e
Recon Platoon Leader, remerked, "The FF's are very good Chappel 3 Feb E Co
to work with end they like working with us. They are Dahmer 3 Feb E Co
dedicatesd fighters who don't turn and run from a fire- Kiely 3 Feb E Cn
fight." Zemen 3 Feb E Co

On one of their cperations the combined forces took Zimmerman € Feb HHC
along a Hoi Chanh from the village who lead them to se- Gayler 7 Feb HHC
veral enemy hiding places. He slao identified VC occu- Cuneo 8 Foeb HHC
pants in several of the hooch areas the element swept Hillman 8 Feb HHC
through. Wilson g Feb A

By working with them the Infantrymen leerned to re- Bates 11 Feb HHC
spect these people. They found that they do spme things Heyword 15 Feb A
differently from the Americans, but they leerned much Mililurn 16 Feb A
about the Vietnamese themselves. Timblin 17 Feb D

"They are en aggressive,well-traindd and disciplined Pauley 23 Feb E
group, and we are happy to te working with them,"  2IT McCoullough 27 Feb HHC
Rapp added.

AW.RDS PRESENTED IN JiNUARY
NIME CO AWIRDS uJ NAME CO AWARD
1LT JUAN GONZALES HHC _UBS SP, DAVID PROELLOCHS C icM
SGT RICH:RD VITTUM D BS SP, GARY STANTEY (2 CLI
1SG JAMES C.MPBELL D BS SP/ JOHN WALTHAUSEN c :E
SSG BURXS ROBERT D BS SP/ GARRY WALTERS C ACM
SGT DAVID WARDELL c BS SPj CHARLES CH..CONAS D ICM
SGT DAVID ROLLAND D BS SP, LARRY W. HORSIEY D  ACM
SGT CL:RENCE ROSE c BS SP/, TERRY i. KUHNAU D iCM
SGT EDDIE B.TTIE B, .5 SFC ROBERT M:RSHALL D ACH
SGT ULYSSES CUTTER B BS SP, JAMES MUMEY D ACM
SGT DAVID SCHIED A BS"V"(1st @AK)SE, RALPH PALMER D iCM
SGT PAUL MC GRATH k. o8 SPj, HOBART ROBERTS D iCM
1LT CHARLIES R. ALLEN E BSMyM SP, JERRY RODENEERG D f_C{
CPT B:RRY BRANDON E BS SP, DANIEL L. HAGE E A‘Ac‘f
SP/, GLENN H. WHITE A Bs"y" SPj WILLIAM F. JACKSON E f:c.?
SGT M URICE BEAUREGARD B ES SP, RICH/RD MARSHALL  E _‘yng-q
1LT WILLIAM MAUTHE A BS(1at NAK) SP4 GEORGE RIDDER E AcH
S@, JOHN ANSLEY A BS SP5 STEVEN SCOTT E AC
% c BS SP/, IEE M. TRENT E iCM
F (¢} BS&SS SGT RICHARD GASTONE C iCM'VM(1st
C BS SGT DAVID ROLLAND D ACMFVY
E BS SP, JOHN MARQUE A FH
D BS PFC CH/RLES E. BEABOUT A HH
E BS PFC WILLI:M L. FENTER A Hi
B BS 2IT EARIE FRANKS E FH -
B BS SSM ANTONIO GUTIERREZ  HHC AM @nd AW.RL
C BS SP4 CHARLET FRIERSON B ACM
c BS SP, TOMMY OANC:STER B ACM
D BS SP, SPRUEL J. NORRIS B  ACM
D BS SP/, IYLE REULE i B LCM
HHC ACM SF, JIMES N. RICKABAUGH 5 ACM
ACM SP, NGELE, ROE B hCM
ACM SGT T-RELTON E.' SCOTT g
g ; BERMDY ¥ C
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