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SECTION I 
f 

1. (c) Significant Unit Activities: Elements of the :Brigade were involved in 
in-country orientation "!;raining and combat operations during the entire reporting 
period with the exception of 25 and 26 October 1967 when the Brigade moved from Chu 
Lai to Due Pho, and 16 November when the Brigade moved from Due Pho to Chu Lai. 
Training was integrated into the combat missions assigned to the Brigade. The J.)UX­
pose of the training program was to bring the Brigade to maximum combat readiness in 
a minimum amount of time. 

2. (c) Combat Operation..£.: A summary of the concept and execution of each of 
the Brigade's operations is given below: 

a. (C) Operation Carentan. 

(1) Dates: 24 October 1967 to 16 November 1967. 

(2) Mission: To prepare defense of LZ Carentan, receive required J3out:1 
East Asia Indoctrination training and conduct operations in assigned Battalion Areas· 
of Operation (AO). 

(3) Location: Quang Nai Province, Mo Duc/3'!5:c Pho Districts Republic 
of Vietnam. 

( 4) CoIIlill8.J.7.ders: J3rigad.ier General Chexles ~·r! Ryder, ADC; Americal 
Division was in command of the Due Pho area and coordinated the operations of the 
198th Infantry Brigade (LT) and the 3rd :Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. In the ab­
sence of BG Ryder, the CommandiJ.~0 Offic~r, 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Di-vision assum­
ed command of the area. All orders for operations in the Due Pho area were coordin­
a.ted through the staff of the 3rd l3de 1 4th Infantry 

( 5) Forces invo 1 ved: 

(a)· US: 198th Light I;n,fa.ntry Br:j.gl3.d.e 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry 
Division Attachments and Detachments r ~~~- ;4tp}q~Ht~ 1~ 
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(6) Concept of Operation: 
On 24 October 1967, the 198th Infantry Brigade implemented'B'i:igade 

. OPORD 7-67 ·and conduct the operation in (2) two phases: · 

Phase I (Deployment) 

Combat and selected com.·bat support eleme.nts of 1-46 Infantry e.xe.cuted movement 
to Due Pho by tactical airlift _a.."'ld t_hen9e to Carentan (Coom. J3S 841365) by surface 
mode on 26 October 1967., Oru.-order_'.cgwl;,iat_an~i~!..~9:t~d~co;i;nbat elements of 1-6 Infan­
try and 1-52 Infantry deployed to Due Pho and LZ Caren.tan· ·by tactical air and surface 
transportation • .fF£.re:ra11pio:u£ e:t:sm~nil:!iI.sfo~aJldcob~~~!:il€i roil! control personnel of 
1-14th Artillery remained at Chu Lai and prepared to received the:battalions 
equipment. Late arrival of this equipment negated deployment of firing batteries 
to LZ Caren tan. All uni ts of 198th :Brigade closed into LZ Caren tan and "initiated 
operations to secure assigned sectors of LZ Carentan. 

-
Phase II · (Training and Combat Operations) 

. - . . . . 

The 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry released .one conr.9any d~ly (beginning ~n 27 
"October until 29 October) to attend a day long xefresher program conducted by the 

·3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division in the vicinity of LZ Bronco. · Upon completion 
of their training at LZ Bronco, the' battalion established their fire basl3,at LZ LIZ 
and initiated_combat operations in .AO DRAGON. 

Orr 30 Oe'bobf:!r, the•4si;la~e.'..G:.onj:;;~ ... i£~itj)"~il1et1.e~ed .cine. company daily, un­
til 1 November to attend the training conducted by the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry 
Di vision. Upon the completion of their training they established the:i,r battalion 
fire base at LZ THUNDER and initiated combat operations in AO Til01IDER. 

The 1st Battalion, 52nd Infantry released one company daily, 2-4 November, to 
attend orientation conducted by the 3rd :Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. The battal­
ion established a fire base atLZ OD and initiated combat operations in .AO CONDOR. 
H Troop, 17th Cavalry was employed in (General Support) initially: _ · 
one platoon provided convoy security to LZ Carentan and conducted limited offensive 
operations. The 555th Eng:i.neer Company wbil.c at LZ Carenta.n, continued base deve­
lopment and secured ])OSi tions of the Brigade base. The 9th SupJ)Ort BQ,ttalion pro­
vided logistical sup;Jort for Carentan operations and established a.residual logis• 
tical base at. Chu Lai. . . 

. ' ''. 

(7)r. Execution: 
~-- .. ::~r·~-~~',;_:'.J(~- .r!JC; .;-,·:, i- r.---:\·_:~.,~.rr ,c.,:rt , . .J-1-;f'"C·,r>-l•-(1 -1'. /'..-

' (a) The operati'on -~,~s ~-;~d~ctecl '~ plM:ned and .the Brigade assum-
ed responsibility for the Carentan AO (BS 843372) Due Pho, 261000 October 1967. 
All infantry battalions conducted intensive training in squad, platoon and company 
size tactical operations throughout their sectors of operations. The Brigade train­
ing prog".t'am for the maneuver battalions emphasized combat assaults, search and 
destroy operations, satu:ration patrolling and squad size ambushes •.. ii. special two 
hour block of instruction was conducted by the 2nd ARVN Division to broad.en the 
Brigade 1 s knowledge of Viet Cong guerrilla tactics. The presentation was conducted 
by 3rd Battalion, 6th Regimeni 2nd ARVN Division. 
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(b) On 28 October 1967, the :Brigade began combat operations within 
the immediate vicinity of LZ Carcnta.n. The maneuver battalions of the Brigade con­
ducted S & D operations within their assigned sector. Night operations were schedul­
ed for each battalion within a designated area. These operations were executed as a 
:part of the :Brigade I s base a,r0a training progTam to prepare the battalions for sub­
sequent tactical operations within their assigned areas of operations in the Due Pho 
AO. Limited terrain restricted tho infantry battalions to (3) three squad sizo or 
one platoon· size daylight patrol(s). Night patrols were conducted in the Brigade ~O 
by each battalion during specified periods; 1-46 Infantry, 28-29 October; 1-6th In­
fantry, 29-30 October; and 1-52 Infantry, 31 October - 1 November. 1fuvcment of all 
patrols was controlled by check points and ~ patrol routes which provided a 
minimum safe lane of 400 meters between friendly units, to allow coordination for 
artillery sroting rounds and searchlight. Throu_zhout this phase of training, the 
-14th Jlrtillory provided control personnel at Car0ntan to oper~te the Brigade fire 
support element. Forward. observers and Liaison Officers were operating with compan.­
ics of the Brigade and the Brigade 1s fire requests were processed by the 2nd Battal­
ion, 9th 1..rtillery and 2nd Battalion, 11th .Lxtillery, 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry, 
The Brigade 1s organic 1..rtillery Battalion (1-14th lu:-ty) was not able to participate 
in this phase of training due to late arrival in country of their 105mm : ::; :'..-~ ,_;;:~.;. 

b. (C) Operation Due Pho Relief 

(1) Dates: 31 October to 4 November 1967 

(2) }fission: To relieve elements of tho 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry 
Division and to assume responsibility for tho Due Pho AO. 

(3) Location: Quang Nai Province, Mo Due/Due Pho, Republic of Vietnam 

(4) Commander; Colonel James R. Waldie. 

(5) Forces involved: 

(a) US: 198th Light Infantry Brigade (LIB) 3rd Brigade, 4th 
Infantry Division 

(b) Others: None 

(a) Lt the conclusion of base area training period, the 
198th LIB prepared to relieve elements of tho 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division and 
to assume responsibility fo:r the Due Pho .. -..o. The assumption of the operational con­
trol of the Due Pho L.O was accom11lished by employing the 1st Battalion, 46th Infontry 
in tho northern .:.o to relieve the 2nd :Battalion, 35th Infantry in place (LZ-LIZ) 
and employing the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry in the southern ~-..o to relieve tho 1st 
Battalion, 14th Infantry in_place (LZ-Thunder). The 1st Battalion, 6th Infanti"Y and 
thG 1st Battalion 46th Infantry were deployed by air and surface movement from 
Caronton to effect the relief operations; maximum use of surface transportation wa.s 
made to move troops and equipment. The two battalions were placed under tho orcrat­
ional control (OPCON) of the commanding officers of tho units they relieved until 4 
November 1967. 

J 
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(b) Phases of accomplisbment. 

1 1st Battalion, 4qth Infantry: On 31 October and 1 · . 
November·1967, 1st Battalion, 46th Infantry conducted air and surface movement to 

·.,relieve the 2nd Battalion 35th Infantry in the assigned ,."..O. Company c, .1-46 Infan­
. try· deployed by road movement (310945 Oct) from the Carentan area ·to LZ DRAGON: up­

on closing into LZ DR:~GOH tho com1)any was OPCON to the 2nd Battalion, 35th -Infani;ry. 
Company B moved by air on 311530 October from Carentan to LZ OD and was OPCON to the 
2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry upon closing. The RECON platoon, 1st Battalion, 46th 
Infantry moved 'b-J surface transportation to Due Pho and secured bridg-es alnng High­
way 1 under OPCON to the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry. On 1 November Company L, the 
Battalion Command Post Group and Battalion morte.rs moved by air to LZ LIZ and was 
OPCON to the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry until 02 November 1967 when the 1-46th 
Infro1try assumed responsibility of tho .AO. Sec inclosurcs 3, 4 and 6 Combat Opera-
tions-1.,.fter Action Reports. · 

2 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry: On 1 November the 1st 
Battalion, 6th Infantry effected relief of 1-14th J:ri_fantry units with two companies 
securing the Sa R-cynh Port comrlex and bridgus 95 thru 108 (except 96, 98 and 101). 
By 021600 November Companies L., :Band C were OPCON to the 1-14th Infantry. The 
companies were located as follo-ws: Com:31any .1l. (-) :BS 928220; 3rd Platoon, Company L. -
BS 9152345; 2nd Platoon, Company L. .. BS 8972268. Company B (-) J3S 869337; Company 
C (-) BS 872322 and the 81mm inortox section of Company E was etnploycd in General 
support of the Brigade base camp. On 3 November, tho battalion (-) relieved clement 
of the 1-14th Infantr-J on LZ Thunder. The 1-6th Infantry assumed operational control 
of the AO on 4 November. 

.I 1-52 Infantry. Tho 1-52 Infantry was employed within 
the Carentan base area of operations and assumed responsibility for security for the 
area on 1 November. On 5 November •the battalion relieved elements of the 1-46 
Infantry on LZ OD and conducted operations in the AO on the 6th of November. Sec 
inclosure #6 ( Combat 1:..fter 1 ... ction Reports) · · 

(c) Specific missions that the Brigade assumed within the·· 
~'.O were to: 

1 Provide defense of tbe Due Pho - Mo Due area. 

g Conduct offensive and defensive operations designed 
to locate and destroy NVL. units, main force units, local units, guerrillas, and 
Viet Cong infrastructure (direct coordination with 2nd ~J:lVN Div was authorized). 

i Conduct operations as may be practicable for the 
harassment and interdiction of aptroaches to Due Pho - Mo Due and likely rocket 
firing sites th:roatening the base-area. 

A Deny needed food stuffs to tho enemy. 

,2 Protect Vietnamese Nationals from reprisals. 

within AO. 
§. Countcr-inf:~J!:i;p1,t.-j.on-.,opcrations in coastal areas 

CONFtiltti~ AU-lb 



,:;~~~~ ... r~_:J;;/';ffti+.fatfit>.,•ttt>/• I, ,-, "~,'• ' ') (' i,d.~ 'f ' , < , ~ ~ r,;.,;1· ~::1~"f'';'''/4&1(4'¼,•w'lk't'l' q,i<'f' fN'rW:¾IHvH~iil¥iihf&qft''jl1c'!'*l\/e(lit'ffi1 ,t'Uli"~/'fsr.,. l'lil!hl.:," < e¼:t¼i½I,; ,·~·· '"fo·1,11 ¾01:W'tf•'« tilt'rG'•""'"' 

I --~1 ~ ' C__ONIDENIIAL 
.,J'~mx:,. 1 February 1968 
SUBJECT: · OJ.)erational Report for Period 24 October tbru 16 November 1967 

(RCS CSFOR-65) (u) · 

1 Defense and/or participation in tho defense of other 
US and Gvn critical i..~stallations.as directed by CG, 1.:merical Division. 

8 Secure Highway 1 within J;,.O for tactical operations 
and vehicular logistical movement • 

.2. Secure logistical installations vie Sa Hyunh. 

jQ Be prepared to provide one ( 1) rifle compe.ny within 
2 honrs; and a second rifle compan;'b if required, for deployment anywhere within the 
Div T.t .. OR. 

(d) Organization. The Brigade Organization is as shovm in 
inclosurc 1. No additional units were assigned or attached to the Brigade during the 
reporting·period. The organization of the 9th Support Battalion changed when J:.i. 

Company 9th Support En was reassigned to the 1.merical Div. 

(e) Psychological Operations. 

1 General: During the reportinc period there were no 
psyoJ?S pcrsom1el assigned to the Brigade, although authorized by MTOE 77-102T. On 
31 Oct 67 the Brigade S-5 was given the additional duty of Bri0ade Psyops Officer 
(VOCO). TOE pors01111el and equipment were requested by the S-5, but neither ws,s =- ,~· 
received during the reporting period. 

1 Training: 1 ... briefing was organized between the 
i.merical Division Psyops Officer and the Brigade S-5. Using information obtain0d 
during the briefing an austere program was established. Tho program consisted of 
leaflet drops and ,.'..orial broadcasts within the limits of Mo Due and Due Pho Districts 
Qu0ng Ngai Province. 

l Operations: Targets for psychological operations 
were selected based on S-2 intelligence of enemy locations and S-3 plans and opera­
tions. Several targets were selected in coordination with tho respective District 
Chief and their Hl:..CV l:..dvisor • 

1:..ircraft 

Land 

.t...ircraft 

f...ircra.ft 

li.ircraft 

.,::.ire raft 

~1tity 

10,000 

400 

30,000 

30,000 

20,000 
, 

100,000 

Leaflets.Distributed 

Theme 

Safe Conduct Pass 

Sa.f e Conduct Pass 

Sapper Defection 

Report Sa1')per Mining 

Chiew Hai Rally 

Curfew, land and water 
w/locations and hours. 
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Means 

Hand 

Aircraft 60,ooo 

Aircraft 12O,O.PQ 

Total 370,900 

Leaflets Distributed (Cont'd) 

Theme TarfP! 

Curfew Posters, land and Civilians 
water, w/locations & hrs 

Don1t Run from li.llied 
Troops 

Report Road Mines 

-~Civilians 

Civilians 

*Note: Distributed to Brigade Troops for infonnation and identification. 

(f) Broadcast Operations: 

Means 

.l.ircraft 

1..ircraft 

Ho_urs 

2 

2· 

Theme 

Land Curfew 

Waterways Curf cw 

(g) Support from external sources: 

Tarppt 

Civilians 

Civilians 

1 J'.merical Division: Provided leaflets, aircraft 
and broad.cast tapes as requested by rue S-5-

2 _g_ The 244th PSYOPS Company thru 1..mcrical DivisiQn, 
placed in direct support of this unit ono two-man loudspeaker team with equipment 
on 5 November 1967. The team was used in the 196th LIB LO because means were not 
available to transport .the team from Chu Lai to Due Pho. The 244th PSYO:PS Company, 
again through 1..merical Di vision, placed in direct su:p~1ort of this unit one two-man 
Vietnamese Armed :Propaganda Team on 15 November 1967. The team was not used in this 
operation because the unit relocated tho following day. 

(h) .i..rtillcry 

1 Mission: Elements of the 1st Battalion, 14th 
J..rtillery provided artillery fire support coordination for tho 198th LIB at Carentan 
during the reporting ]_)eriod. 

. _g_ Summary of O:perations: Each maneuver battalion 
of tho Brigade was provided with @l attached li.rtillery Forward Obnerver Team for 
each Co and an J...rtillcry Liaison Team at :Bn to coordinate tho efforts of the L.rtill­
ory FOls and all tho indirect fire means (including organic 81nnn mortars) available 
to each :Battalion Connnandcr. ..: .. Senior .:'..rtillery Liaison Team was ]_)rovided tho 
Brigade Tactical Oporation Center (TOC) to effect overall coordination of indirect 
fires that were available to tho Brigade. Tho Brigade's artillery fire requests we-
re executed by the 2nd Battalion, 11th L.rtillery ( 155) and 2nd Battalion, 9th · 

::},:J::NFIDEt\ ;i j}J., 
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I 1:.rtillcry. Political, oix·, ancl overall ground clearances for all indirect firing 
were coordinated. thru. the Infantry Eatt~lions nnd the Brigade Ll10 with the 2nd Battal­
ion, 11th .l.rtillery. 

(i) In to l ligence 

.1 Enemy activity during the reporting period of in­
co1.mtry operations was limited to small scale guerrilla activities. Tho Viet Cong 
initiated a total of 33 incidents in the Brigade I s i";.0 by using harassing fire t booby 
traps, mines, a;nd hand gTcnades. Tho majority of tho incidents took tho form of 
small arms harassing fire. The Viet Cong contillued to harass by use of sniper fire 
and small scale hand grenade attacks but consi.stru1tly avoided any decisive contact 
with U.S. Forces. Tlie enemy was exi)ectcd to continue this tYJ?c of harassment mid 
avoid significant contact. 

_g_ The principal sources used to gather intelligence 
information were visual reconnaissance, low level agent reports, radar, interroga­
tion of }?risonors, and ground rccon.."'1.aissancc. Initially, some problems were 
experienced in obtaining and using aircraft for VR missions. Low level agent reports 
wore generally not reliable n.lthough it was difficult to evaluate tho sources becaUB::: 
of the short period of time tho Brigo..do operated in tho area • 

VC KI:~ (C) 

VC KL~ (P) 

VC PW 

Civil dcfondm-i-t 

Small ii.rms 

Small .. ~rms ... .:LTu7.o 

Mortar rds 

Grenades 

Mines 

Booby traps 

Sampans 

l1ice (tons) 

Structures 

.1 Enemy losses for tho period 24 Oct 67 - 16 1Tov 67. 

40 

·O 

12 

4 

72 

3 

6 

17 

9 

8 

8 

\ 

I 
I 



= I .,., .... ~:zmzwtw ~rr& 1 Mr''ert(t·,11:t1r'1«fmtff1wrew$rmwrnrr snnsrsrrmrrwzrweew!Mti&i46o/&:a:Wiii11rYMW, 1nt1Wffft?iilfWfrf~~~~•t/, , , 
-41:W'i:rtc&t:.,v~,,<;_._ 

-,;, 

. :~o.'i'\fflll)t~ :1 dU~\l' - ~-, 
~ If . · b ... ·" 

JllDF;,,i'BC!C . · . 
6 

1 Fe bru.a:r:i 1968 '. . 
ouKiECT:' ,Oparational Report for Period 24 October thru .1 November 19o7' .·. 

(RCS CSFOR-65) (U) . . . . ·· . · ; . 

A Pl."O blems 

a li. lack of sui'ficient interpreters· hindered the 
efficiency of cordon and search and MEDC~ operations, csIX3cially when several such 
operations were being conducted simultaneously. 

,E_ No interpretors were assigned to the Brigade 
·initially. Tho first interpreter arrived one week after the Brigade had assumed 
operational control of tho ~O and an additional interpreter was attached to the 
Brigade a. week later. This made a total of two interpreters in the Brigade after 
two we.oles of operations. Several days later six ad.di tional intqrpretcrs joined the 
Brigade, :four assigned and two attached. This relieved the interpreter short8.t:,~ 
.problem for tho last week of operations in the Due Pho area. 

c It is recommended that as a miru.mum one inter­
preter sho1,1ld ~ .ass:i.gned to each battalion, one for the Brigade S-5, and one for the 

. MID .interro-,gation teams. Those interpreters should be present with tho. unit ao soon 
as operations begin. 

(j) Personnel 

.1 Unit strength: 

~ Brigade personnel strength at the bcgfaming of 
the reporting period with attached units, was an follows: 

Authorized 

li.Ssigned 

Over/short 

256 Off 

259 Off 

+3 Off 

24 WO 

24 WO 

3798 EM 

3603 EM 

-195 EM 

b &igade personnel strength at the end of the 
reporting period was as follows=-

.Authorized 

J:..ssigned 

Over/short 

256 Off 

253 Off 

-3 

24 WO 

24 WO 

-5 WO 

3798 EM 

3481 Eli 

-317 EM 

14,. were on R&R, TDY/SD and 
c. Of the Brigado 1 s not present for duty strength 

20 on leave. 

.9:. l:. decrease in the number of personnel occurod 
with tho rcassignemcmt of tho 116 man "1~" Company, 9th Support to the 1.rnorical Head­
quarters and HcadquartersCompany. Tho majority of tho remaining :personnel losses 
wore duo to reassignment and medical evacuation of casualties • 

(277) 11B MOS personnel. Tho 
personnel would. join tho unit 

.2. The &igado arrived in-country with a shorte.gc of 
~htf.r.fi{o=:m.~d by DA, before deploying, that those i~~f.Eifrnts. However, the personnel 
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shortag"Cs were not filled while tho unit was at Due Pho and personnel losses due 
to MEDJ~V.AC continued to delGte personnel. The Erigadc wao informed that it would 
receive 160, 11B40, E6 personnel to fill critical NCO platoon sergeant vacancies in 
tho line battalions 

_g J .. ttached Strength: 

.§ Pcra-on:nel strength of uni ts attached were as 
follows: 

47th Mil Hist Dot 

48th PIO Dot 

49th Sig Dot 

87th Cml Dot 

265th Mil Police Plt 

635th NI Dot 

1-0-1 

2-0 ... 3 

2-0-41 

1-0-4 

1-33 

12-0-20 

- b The assigned strength was 92% of tho authorized 
strength. The present for duty strength was 88% of the authorized strength. 

~ Total casualties as result of Hostile action 
were 21 during the reporting period. ---

J:?. Total casualties as a result non•ho;Jtile 
actions ~rore 28 during the reporting period. 

_£ The Brigade ox-perienced the following number 
and types of casualties during the period 26 October through 16 November 1967. 

ETBER ICEL'l. 

FRI:.R Will:.. 

PUNCH ?-JHii 

CO.WR NED 

SMITE v,/E:..-S, VS 

CROWN 1'!131) 

MISC 

RE . .:'. .. CH WFJ:.. TO DEJJ) 
BIJJGE WHt.. TO DEJ.JJ 
TOTI.Ji: 

~:rra. OF C.t.SU:.LTIES 

2 

17 

5 

2 

2 

0 

15 
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.4. Operations: 

.§: The '.Brigade arrived in-country with a special 
staff capable of autonomous, operatinn. 1 .. lmost immediately the J .. djutant Gencral 1 s 
soction·.and finance section was taken frof;l the Bri~e and placed under the operat­
ional control of tho Corn.manding General, .u.morical ivicion. The Loss of the l..djutroit 
Genoral 1o Sectinn to the Brigade had an immediate and disruptive effect on tho per­
sonnel and s~1 ·section. When tho AG section was pulled to Division they took the 
only complete aet of reference publications with them. 

,h To compensate for tho loss of tho ~G Section, the 
S-1 had to obtailL personnel out of the Erigado 1 s own personnel resources to operate 
a casualty reporting section, messag'O center 8nd reproduction activity. Additional 
persor .. nel were roq_uirod to augment tho administrati vc staff of the S-1 section to 
handle the increased administrative requirements • 

.£. Communicatiorn:i was a critical problem area 
because of the distances between companies, battalions and brigade. It was impera­
tive that daily liaison be established and maintained bet·woen subordiJ1c'l..to uni ts 
their S-1's, and tho Brigade S-1. On several occasions, important information re­
garding casualty reports was delayed due to a communication breakd.o-wn. Uni ts and 
battalions often failed to make tho required reports on tir,10. Specifically, the 
Brigade S-1 had to call for strength reports and oven when they ·were received, th9 
uni ts ·.-rcro not sure of their accuracy. It was a week or more after ro.oriving in­
country before a reasonably accurate Personnel Daily Summary (PDS) was reported to 
Division. 

i Casualty reporting difficulty was experienced in 
obtaining timely casualty reports from tho unito. Because of tho distances between 
units and their battalion S-1 's, casualty reporta w-ere often received in tho Brigo.dc 
S-1 canu.alty reporting section through com:rnand channels. When battalion S-1 1 s were 
called they oi tho::..· lk'l.Cl not recoi vod the casualty ro])ort from their subordinate uni to 
or they had tho information but had not forwarded. it. Casualty re1)orting im.-proved 

when the units and battalion S-1 1s realized tho necessity for immediate casualty 
reporting. 

.§. l:..wards and Decorations. Shortly after tho unit 
arrived in-country, the 13:r:iga:'.e Commander desired to mm.rd tho CI:B and Purple Hearts 
to deserving personnel. J.,t that time there wore no rogu.lc,tion:::i, SOP 1s or command 
:policies or cri toria for. mald.:nc the no awardo in the cormn..--:md. •· .. lotter of instructio, 
was published and distributed by the Brigade S-1 as guidance for tho award of the 
CIB and Purple Hca.:tt. 1.n 8.c,OToement was reached between tho L.m.erical l...djutant Gen­
eral ruid. tho J3rigade S-1 to allow tho Brigade to maintain a. stock level of CI:B 1s EIDO 
Purple Hearts on hand for presentation by the Brigade Comm.and.er, after which orders 
will be roq_uostod and :published by the i.morical : .. djutant General. Several recommoncl 
ations for the Purple Heart had to be returned to tho battalion S-1 1s for~ certifi­
cate by the attending physician which resulted in delayo in m& • .ing tho award. OtheT 
awards for valor vrore also rot7.1:rned for inclusion of witness Gtatements and pro1)0S0(1 
ciJcations. These :problems were encountered because tho uni ts did not have a regulc,· 
ti.on to abide by. 

.5. Other Problem ::.roas • 

..- I. ' ,,:, 

'.fl: Tt~.nsportation: Tho shortaee 
compounded the communications proble.n,~m~s.1~om_ '· MBrigade · . l..'i \·•! ;- ,. I \.,i . .I.LI.!. ; ' i,!...L 

of transportation 
had to be 'bor-..cowed 
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from other units in the Chu Lai area. This shortag"O plac0d and additional burden on 
tho message center and poat office in picking up distribution and mail • 

.£ Logistics : 

(1) Shortago of Office Supplies 

(.g) Critical ohorta.gcs of type-writers when tho 
~G section was transfered to Division 

(l). Non ... availability to file cabinets, deska, 
chair□, and book cases. (These had to be m8do from scrap lumber and packing boxes). 

W MGmograph paper was in short ::mpply and not 
available through local aupply channels. 

(5) Tho majority of tho S-1 problems, shortagos 
of supplies, lack of tro.nsportation, non-availability of blank fonns, momog:r:aph 

paper etc. was not due to a lack of prior planning but due to the unforeseen delay 
in tho arrival of the USS Columbia Banker carrying the most critically needed items. 

§. Pcroonnol Programs 

.§!: Special Services ~ctivitico. 

Special Services was involved in movie accounto, 
equipment distribution and R&R programs for tho most part. Movie 1:..ccmmts were 
by a lack of projection equipment. Projectors were scarce nnd htui to be borrowed 
until equipment arrived from Saigon. Equipment (i.e. television oet::i, tape recor­
ders, L&.~ kits) were received and distributed to subordinate units. This was ac­
complished without difficulty and equipment wo.s distributed as it was received • 

.£ Red Cross activities. 

During tho reporting period a rod cross office 
waG established in a tent shared by tho Brigade .Lid Station. Communication facili• 
ties (phones) were not aveilablo and the Brigade was unable to provide a telephone. 
It was necessa:ry to obtain a telephone from tho field office at Chu Lai. Had this 
not been done, few if any telephone contacta would have boon :possible., between the 
sub station and tho field office. Ho office equipment of any kind ,ras availabie and 
could not be provided by tho unit. It was necessary to improvise snd construct of­
fice furnishing from available material. In spite of this unusual· arrangement no 
problems of any consequence arose • 

.£ Postal Activities 

Postal activities for tho most part wore hrnidled 
with a mininrum of difficulties. Tho foremost problem proved to be transportation. 
On oovcral occasions it was impossible for tho base post office to got mail out to 
tho field units at Due Pho duo to the operational necessity of diverting helicopters 
to support tactical operations. Required postal support was furnished satisfnctorily 
by the 1...mo:dcal Divioion Postal Officer. 

t0)i12 ttrj~NiliUL 
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§.. Morale. 

Tho guneral morale of Brigade pcroonnel remained 
high throughout tho reporting period as a result of the lnng voyage to Vietnam. 
Brigade personnel were oagBr to get otartod after the lnng period of inactivity. 

(K) Logistics 

1 General. Tho Brigade 1 s forward logistical support , 
clement (FSE) was operated by the 9th Spt B:n and included clements of RHO, Band C 
Companion. Highest strength figuxe roached was 11 Officero, 3 Warrru1.t Officers and 
126 Enlinted }fun. 

g_ Direct Support Services Provided to the BrigQde consis-
tod of: 

~ Bath and Laundry: A laundry and Bath platoon was 
assigned by the Forward Support L.rea and located at LZ CL.BENT lY near a water point ·­
operated by tho Brigade's Engineer Company. Support was provided at both facilition 
by the 94th S&.s Bn. 

b Graves Registration: Four personnel and their equip­
ment were attached from LZ Bronco and set up near the Brigade Clearing Station. A 
total of 7 deceased personnel wore procesncd and evacuated. Graves Registration 
for the Brigade Re·ar 1-ras operated by 94th S&S Bn. 

£.• Water: Tho water point at Due Pho was operated by 
the 555th EngT Co. Water point operations was a. continu£:.l problem because of the 
inadequate storage capacity of units. 

§.. Classes of Supply: 

W Class I: Initial breakdown was done by FSJ.. 
until FSE became operational on 1 Nov. Prior to this date 13 pallets of C-rationo, 
17 pallets of sundries and 4350 condiments -were provided. 

(z.) Class II & IV, lYiajori ty of support for immedi­
ate requirements came from Chu Lai (BSO). Considerable station property was rcceivoa 
at Due Pho. Twenty J..N/GRC-125 radios with installation kits were d.rawn from 3rd 
Spt Bn (Prov). 1.-n. oxtromoly high usage rate on certain batteries waa experienced. 
Isnues made were BL 30-3384 and BS 386-1150. Life of tho R.'~ 386 averagud about 18 
hours. It in rocommondod that stockagc objective be adjuoted upward considerably. 

(,1) Class III: Received 7000 gal MOGL.S and 5400 
gal Deisel. Issued 6215 gal MOG;J3 and 4308 gal Diesel. Two 3000 gal pods were 
obtain from Fs:~ and gTnvi ty flow m.othod vTas used. No orgruiic pumping equipment was 
available. 

(,1) Claos V: .fu:nr.10 was dravm from FSJ~, l:..SP at LZ 
Bronco Organic artillery wo,a not operational du..ring this period. 

2,. Maintenance: Mechanics and Tech Supply pernonnel 
performed thoir work in the shops of B Co, 704th Main Bn. 

t1n,iwtNilA1 
1.1uu .. --~ ---
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~ Maintenance: J.viochanics and Tech Supply pers9nnel 
performed their work in the ·shop□ of J3 Co, 704th Main Bn. 

£ Transportation: 

(.1) Vohicular: · Limited Erigailo aosots prayed in­
adequate to meet requirements. Vehicles had to be borrowed to support daily re­
quirements. Shortage of vehicle□ WM due to the delay of the arriv[l,1 of Columbia 
Banker with organic equipment of :mlC and tho 9th Support Bn. 

(2,) . 1..ir: Movement of pcrsonne 1 to and from 
Cl.RENT: .. .N wan accompliohed by 1Ji' C-130. ..:~pproximatoly 20 oortioo were flown to 
CJ.RENT~-...N and 13 sorties wore flo.m. from C . .:'J.lill.NT..::.N. 

(i) Sea: Transportation of personnel from c;,REN­
Tlili wan attempted but could not bu accomplished because of improper berthing 
facilities for tho LST 1o at Due Pho. 

p;_ Problems: 

Transportation and Naterial Handling Equipment 
(MBE) during tho initial phase of in-country operations. Due to changing locatioruJ 
of units, connox containers and w.:J3TOC pack8.t.,c-eo ,-roro :required to bo .moved sevorel 
times. Thio unit hc'l.d a limi tod number of ~ ton availabie and no }lliE. MEE could 
not be provided from Division usooto. Equipment wan moved with borrowed :rr. , ;~_ 
terrain fork lifto and 5 ton wrecker□• It is rcconnnended th~t units deploying to 
RVN ship an many ~ to:nn as possible a.,id all of their MHE equipment with tho advonco 
po.rty shipment. 

h Publication□: Local logiotical publication:::; nro 
not readily available and reference material pertinent to this theater arc pract~ 
ically non-existent. Lll of tho noceosoxy references used by tho 198th were borrowed 
from units which have boon in this theater for oome tine. Even thcGo 1U1its arc 
lacking in some nocosse,ry publications. The 198th shipped all of their logistical~ 
publications with tho main body equipment-. It is recommended tmt deploying uni ts 
ohip all of their logistical publications with th~ advance party equipment shipment. 
It is also recommended. tho.t tho parent u.11.i t prepare and in sue a packet for innc1.cdiato 
distribution to advencc party porDonnol. 

i Expendable Supplieo: Expondn,ble sup~)],.ioo in thio 
theater ,-rore inadequate for immccliato noedo. Such items ao light bulbs, mimoogrn,ph 
paper, bond· paper and other similar supplies a.re in short supply. It is recommend­
ed th:'l.t deploying unito bring a minimum of 30 days expendable supplio:J on the 
advance pa.rty shipment. 

j_ Offioo Machinery: .i.J'.l insufficient amount of office 
machines and reproduction equipment wan brought on tho advance party ohipraent and 
Yellow Circle T..:-.T. 

ls, 11Gss Equipment: Infantry J3attaliono received their 
field mess equipment in comrs. Since equipment received wao in depot pack it v-ras 
Ghippcd in this manner. Upon arrival 1 country packo wore opened and it wao 

.J-,"'"q .., ... ,.,1~ n 'D', ., '(''), lt I,,,',, 11' ~ I\\\. F f: A' fl!) iL U·,\1 \';1{1 t~}Lf) t ~ \ i~ ::.: __ , ~.ti -· 
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discovered that many i tcms wero missing and some i tcmn wero in operable. It is 
recommended that units open de~ot packs to inspect eq_u.ipment before shipping. 

( 1 J Civil iufoirs 

.1 General: During the reporting period the 
folloviing civil affairs activities were conducted with results as listed: 

,. --~ 

§ Medical asaistance and treatment wao extended 
to 255 civiliann. 

106 needy civilians. 
b Food, clothing, soap and candy were given to ., 

.£ Minor repair was made to tl'.'..e District Hospital. 
Expended were 50 civilian and 30 US man hours. lYio..torials wore oupplied by the local 
Mt.CV Advisor. 

d Commodities extracted fron VC controlled 
n.i'oas wore turned over to tho ::_)roper-District Chief n. 

Commodity ~tit;y: 

Unshelled Rice 13,100 pounds 

Salt 70 pounds 

Clothing 9 poundn of aosorted items 

Medical S·upplios 
Chloroq_une 55 CG 

Cod Liver Oil Pills 850 ca 
Multi vitamin piJ.ls 100 ca 
Malaria pills 400 ca 

_g_ Rice extraction was and continued to be a problem. 
Caches of rice were most oft.en found many miles from ooeablo roads; extraction by 
helicopter was tho only feasible moans. The Brigade Commander should be the only 
person authorized to make tho decision to destroy or abandon food caches. This 
policy must be known by all lovel:J of command and staff, and enforced from tho out­
set of operations. 

.i Personnel 

During thio period the S-5 Section wao split most 
of tho timo between this I .. O and coordinating with tho uni ts and lc::,cal officials in 
tho adjoining z.o. Tho Brigade S--5 made visits to nine he.mlcts, four district hoad­
q_uartcro and two :province head.q_uarters. He supervised tho C.[;. pro gram in tho 1-..0 
.snd worked in coordination with S-5 of the 3rd Bd.c, 4th Inf Div. Ho also coordin­
ated with the S-5 of the 196th LIB and visited their throe battalion S-5 officers. 
Tho S-5 ~~dmin Sergumit departed tho i.' .. O on 7 November 1967 to joinc the S-5 section 
of tho 196th LIE. Thero ho obtained information on C} .. operationu and rooponoibili­
ties. Tho section clerk o..osistod wi t11.14cports 8l1a_ records. Ono 'Viotnamooe 
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Interporter (1.RVN) joined tho section on 11 November 67. He spoke 1i ttle English, 
but it was felt that we would benefit by his presence as ho continued to improve. 
The intorpeter is most effective in translating wri;tten documents. 

A. Equipment Shortagco. Due to the le.to arrival of the 
sections ·equipment the section had to operate without a vehicle. The lack of trans­
portation hampered the Brigade 1s entire civic action program.. Liaison vioits and 
on-the-spot inopoctions were essential to the accomplishment of the civilian affairs 

· miss'ion. Operating without a vehicle made thc accomplishment of this task almost 
impossible and delayed or aborted many civic action activities. Freedom of movement 
is a basic requirement in tho field of ci vie actinn. • . 

(m) Engineer Opor,"..tions. 

1 General. Engineer support for the Brigade during the 
reporting period wan provided by the 555th Engineer Compc:iny. The Engineer Company 
deployed ao a part of tho advance party and arri,vcd in the Carcntan area on 8 Oct 67. 
Upon initiation of combat operations two platoons of Engineers provided g.meral · 
engineer cupport. J:.nother plutoon, plus supporting equipment, remained in the Chu : 
Lai area to support tho :Brigade's roar base. 

_g_ Engineer Support. 

_§ Engineer support £or tho combat battalions and 
other uni ts of tho :Briga.clc was provided on a misoion basis. This support included 
road sweeping and clearing, ordnance disarming and disposal, constructing field 
fortifications, establishing water points, constructing roads, installing culvcrto, 
constructing bunkers and CP's, operating sanitary sandfills, p:-efabricating ohowors 
and latrines, maintenance of bllTicr material and lumber yard, installating barriers, 
clearing surfaces, haulitig fill material, manning perimeter defense bunkers, and 
constructing minor office facilities for the :Brigade headquarters. 

J2. 1 .. s a mission was requested by the battalions the 
· engineers wore flovm. to the aroo. on the battalion I s ro:mpply aircraft or C&C chopper 
Using the engineers in this manner provided ma:ir..imum :flexibility. .o.s soon an a .job 
wao completed the engineers wore returned to central control for further tasks re­
quired.· Thi; manner of support did not affect tho avail~bility of support to tho 
combat battalions since tho reaction time ,-ias rectucod by using aircraft to move the 
engineers. 

_£ Engineer ::mpport wa.s provided on one S&D opera­
tion, during which the engineers accompanied the infantry clements. Demolition sq­
uads accompe.nicd infantr-J uni ts whenever it wa:::i · anticipated or known that a tunnel 
system would.be encountered 3.11d destruction was desired. In most instances engineer 
support was requested after tho unit had encountered or discovered a dud, tunnel, or 
booby trap. · Whenever this occurod engineers were sent to the area by helicopter. 
Engineer sup:port was also provided to tho infantry battalions to assist in bunker 
construction :in the battalion areas. In most instances engineer support for the 
battalions wan in the form cf demo teams. 



~..,BOO 
SUBJECT: 

1 February 1968 
Operational Report for Period 24 October thru 16 November 1967 
(RCS C,SFOH-65) 

§.. Engineer support within the Ilriga,".o base camp 
was oxtonoive. Initially tho maneuver battalions were developing the Brigade base 
camp area. Enf,rinoor su1Fort during this period was at a maximum. Each battalion 
required bulldozer support. In tho 1-46th area, a large borun for 'l.10C was provided. 
In tho 1-6th area a large area was cleared for a tent area. Ono road wao constructed 
in the area, and a mine clearing operation was completed. In the 1-52 Inf area a 
major road conotruction and drainage project was planned 8J:ld completed. In each 
area the engineers provided toclmical assistance in tho construction of command bun­
kora. The engineers constructed prefabricated latrines for all unita and delivered 
them to tho unite for-assembly. ~ total of 30 - two hole latrines and 30 shower 
stalls wore prefabricated. Tho engineers provided a water point, maintained all 
roads and drainage oyotoras for tho base can1p.. Ono accomplishment of significant note 
wao tho plo.J:111.ing and construction of Brigade TOC (26 1 X 45 1 ). It's construction 
afforded protection against a direct hit by a 105 shell. Ro&l clearing operations 
in tho base camp area wore also conducted. 

£. ~s tho operation camo to ru.1 end tho requirement 
for cnsinoor oup:,)ort diminished. One platoon of engineers returned to Chu Lai three 
days prior to tho clooing of tho base camp. 

(n) SignaJ. 

1 General: Operations in the Caxonta.n area reqviroc; 
a two phase communications system. Tho initial phase was oste.blishcd prior to tho 
arrival of tho :maneuver elononts into tho Carcntan area. The second phase was 
established when tho maneuver clements moved to their forward locationn. In ad.di t­
ion to the communication system in the area of operations, a conLrm.111ications system 
had to be maintained in tho roar area (Chu Lai). This included telephone service, 
FM radio communication and motor messenger service. Tho operational COFJ!lunications 
systems for tho Carontan 8..roo., consinted of tho following: 

~ Wire and Swi tchboaxd Service: The initial in­
stallation of tho switchboard, wire linoo to tho battalion baso aroa.n and s9parato 
company locations and limi tod subscriber oervice w2.s conplet.)d pr:i.cr to tho move­
ment of tho main body frow Chu Lai to tho Caronta.n area. Phase I muJ. tichannel 
radio trunks which included common user telephone trunks and solo user circuits 
wore established and terminated during this time. When tho Brigade I G Main Body and 
tho maneuver elenonts arrived, tho trunk li11os and solo user circuits to tho maneuv­
er clements arri V,;d, tho trunk lines and sole user circuits to tho maneuver clements 
wore torninatod and common u.ser subscriber service was expanded to tho limit of tho 
telephone assets available. .i:..t tho begi!ling of Phase II, when tho maneuver clements 
moved into forward locations in tho area of operations, corrrrnon usor subscriber ser­
vice was curtailed slightly to permit use of tho available telephones to terminate 
additional solo user circuits between tho forward loce,tions of tho maneuver clements 
a.nd tho Brigade TOC. Peak use of tho wire and swi tchboarct service as sots for tho 
Brigade portion of tho co:rmnunication system placed into sorvico on SB-86 switchboard 
with additional TA-207 Jackfiold Section capable of terminating 29 incor.ri.nc: lines 
and 67 T~~-312 telephones terminating oi thor common usor subscriber liner:; or solo 
user telephone circuits. 

16 
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b .. Communication Center Service: J,. one lino 
secure tape and page printer teletype1vritor service wan installed. :..U additional 
tape poking and tape corrccj;;i.on position wap sot up to, speed outgoing message ser­
vice and correct ga.rbl8s Ol!l,1 !.~~~4',h~~•~!afr:tb Mes sago traffic averaged two 

.• . 1· . . . 

~'1essagco ~rEs~Y.oR.¥~dMd.ffifu ~.B.%~8fflP! wr day incomng over too secure tclo­
typcwri ter -,~Ylil&-rfflu ~lm~~,ttr§c\:i.rfPo~.a!?JO.R§~~ E~fr:.W,ruLalso innti tutod to 
handle bulk message "traffic. ··nuo to l~ted personnel assets of both tho Communica­
tions Detachment and tho 13riga.cle S-1 □c'ction, a consolidated internal/external mes­
senger distribution point was established, using tho personnel assets of both 
elements. This proved so satisfactory that it bas·been continued in current 
operations. 

.£_ FM Radio: Base stations for tho Brigade Com­
mand Net, the Briga:~o Intolligonco Net and tho Division Command Not were established 

tan area. Tho b8.Se Q 1.~. ·a,· ,, ,a~~ ,lo~ . ,'W ' ~ty of the :Brigade TOC. .A 
prior to the move .of tho. :Br. igade/ · :f3o .. ··~yiJ..~!1i . tp .. o\!W.~ouv.or clements into the Caron-

field ()xpe,dicn! ';!;rciUt~~m~ .... ~~,,rl!l'C). -! was_fabricatod and placed in 
operation. This con.,ol& ~on~is,;e o two ff/ . C-125 Radio Sets with H-161 Headsets 
and an oxt:einally mounted antenna system and was powered by the helicopter power 
system. Additionally, riortablo radios wero obtained and placed into operation to 
not remote Military Police Traffic Control Points with the Military Police OJ)crations 
Center. · 

i Multi-channel Radio (VBF): Two multi-channel 
radio systems were ;)laced into operation prior to arrival of tho Brigade Nain Body 
and tho maneuver olomenta at tho Carentan area. One twelve cham1ol system was 
eotablishod between 1.iSTORL~ (Ca.rental1) and MULTNO:t1-:lli (Chu Lai) as a :primary moans of 
communication botwe:on tho :S:i..tgctd.d:1:Ed:rw,__ri±4c{-0caf{1on '-and tho Chu Lai area. ii:. second 
four channel system was established between .ASTOR.I .. ":.. and MONTEZUM.: .. (Mount Bronco) us 
a primary mean.ii o:f:~c0nlmtinioa'ti.ol'Ft)Gt"frl~'rl tlfid-' .Bti~~-e ~orw~d location and the 3rd 
:Brigade, 4th IrrfaniEci-~i'vd:'$'io~ \"CCi:t'duit&, en ~th: e-11.dS:''hf- tho systems were extended 
into the swi tchboa.J.."ds or solo user to lophono positions as required. In an attenpt 
to upgTade tho quality of tho circuits on tho ..:'.STORil. - MULTNOJ:Lili sys tGm, a relay 
was established on M011TEZIDI..'~ -co obtain ad.di tio11?-l mtcnna height• This syste!'l was 
kept on the air. as an al te:i..11.a.~~'i,ttit \Jhl1'.b''•!Jt'Ifg'llri~do remained in tm Carentan loca-
tion. L.ddi;t~pp\k1 ~,(f_FflY~-E,l1.,:7~1BP3=1:1tY.!3. i&. 0 ¥1J7W8JS establi. shod between MIJLTNOM.LH and 
ENTEHPRISE. {th~:f,aja~,?B]}t.:½' ~~:~3?:Y"~ t;};}P.•: 9:3:9J~:,"tc;l ~~ tho- main base at Chu Lai 
and tho Brigade Rear and b.Jtwoe:ri the Bri,gf,dC Forward tho Brig..,_do Rear locations• 
When the Phase II operation began, an ad.di tional twelve channel s;rsten was estab­
lished between i..STORL~ ancl HOETEZfilL:~ and two existing. systems, one a twelve channel 
system botwocm MONTEZW.Lil and LZ LIZ and tho second a four channel system between 
MONTEZUMi.i. and LZ THIJNDER1 belonging to the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infcmtry Division were 
<U vortod to use by the Brig2-d.e to oGtablish communications links to tho forward 
locations of tho maneuver olononts. Cross patching was accompilished at MONTEZUlU .. 
to J?rov~do ~wo sole user .cir~ui~~. an._d, t,:V .. o. c,jp:a!lOll ~~ff ... ~runks to each forward location. 
On tornunat. ion of tho ,~J?r,~ .. 'tr .. eiwk~if;~ .. l.~. . /.,~6~9ns, these systems reverted 
to use by the 3rd,, 13ri~~~:r, .4~!; ~rl:1:~F¥1:P~~~cili!-• · · 

g_ Ldditional Signal Support received from outside tho 
J3rigado: In addition to tho use of nmltichannel raclio systems established by tho 
509th Sign.al Battalion and tho 3rd J3rigadc, 4th Infantry Division noted 2,bove, the 
followi_ng signal equi1)mEmt was borrowed from the uni ts indicated: 
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.§ 509th Signal Battal 

2 Teletypewriter Sets .l.N/PGC-1 
2 Repcrforator Sots 1:N/GGC-3 
2 Telegraph Terminal 1.N/TCC-22 
1 Switchboard SB-86 
1 Switchboard SB-22 

17 Telephone TA-312 
2 Cryptographic Equipment KW-7 
2 28V DC Electrical Generator Set 
1 Juntion Box J-1077 
5 Terminal Strip TM-184 

,h 196th Infantry Brigade 

2 Radio Set lJIT/VRC-46 
2 lmtcmna Gro.md · Plane RC-292 
2 Switchboard SB-22 

.£, 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division 

4 Radio Set ,.'JIT/PRC-25 
1 Switchboard SB-22 
1 28V DC Electrical Generator Set 

Miscellaoncous radio hardware end 

_sh 1st Brigade, 101st l:..irborne Inf Div 

5 Telephone T~-312 

i Lack of Equipment. This problem developed. as 
a result of the requirement to provide cor:urrunications at two Brigade CP locations 
(Chu Lai and Due Pho). Sufficient communications equipment was shipped for support 
of. tho advance party. However, tbis equipment was not sufficient to support tho 
Brigade in it's operations at Due Pho. The late arrival of the ship carrying tho 
bulk of the Brigade's conmnmication equipment compounded too problem. ~dditional 
communications equipment wrts obtained on temporary loan and maximum use was made 
of the Brigade's equipment on h.-md to accomplish tho mission. Of significant im­
portance was the shortage of !)Owor gcncr.-:i,ting equipment. The shortage problem was 
solved by :pooling borrowed og_uipmont and :Brigade assets into one DC power package 
inordcr to operate the FH Radio Sets. 1 .. dditionally a battery pack from a multi­
channel r13.C!io wm was used as a float across tho generating equipment. Use of the 
battery pack precluded drun8-t,O-C to the radio sots (from power surge) and provided a 
source of limited emergency power wbilo generators 11qrc being serviced. 

1 The following ope:t2,tions and training wore con­
ducted by the :Brigade Chemical Section and the 87th Chemical Detachment ~uring 
reporting period. 18 
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Operational Report for Period 24 October thru 16 November 1967 
(RCS C'SFOR-65) 

§. Training 

(j_) One officer and ono EM from tho 87th 
Chemical Detachment received two days training in proper maintenance techniques for 
the E-63 MPD (people sniffer) with the 98th Lt Maintena.nce capability for the E-63 
:MPD. 

(_g) All members of the 87th Chemical Detach­
ment attended four hours of training conducted at tho l..RV:tf village on 6 November 
1967. Tho members of tho Brig8do tunnel torun attended tho training conducted by tho 
3/4 Infantry' Division. In addition the Brigade Chemical section spent approximately 
two days with the 3rd Bde, 4th Infantry Chemical section in informal training in 
tunnel clearing operations~ 

(.3.) Personnel of the Chemical Detacbmont spent 
two days training in CS Drum proparatio:rc and handling with tho Chemical Section 37 4 
Infantry. 

J:?. Operations 

(j) The 87th Chemical Dctacbment conducted 
two personnel detector missions in tho Brigade Tl .. OR in conjuction ·with tho Chemical. 
Section of the 3/4 Inf. 

(.g) Test firing and trai11ing, for the 87th 
Chemical Detacbment, with tho E-8 CS Tactical Launcher was conducted by the Chemical 
section. 

(l) Training for the 555th Engineer Company 
and 11P platoon in tho IJropor use of the M251i.1 C3 gron8do was conducted by the 87th 
Chemical Be~ .. 

(A) Tho Chemical Section coordinated with the 
196th Infantry Brigade, and 1st Bdc 101st for tho trnnsfor of Chemical operations in 
tho 198th Brigade Tl~OR. 

Cs) The 87th Chemical Dotacbmcnt tunnel toam 
conducted a clearing opor2-tion with E Co. 1/6 Infantry to include searching and 
clearing four tunnel comploxos. 

(.§) The Chemical Section o.nd the 87th ChomicaJ 
with no TOE og_uipmont because of the delay in 
Tho difficulties ~~posed by this conr~lcto lack 

accomplishment of all training objoctivos during 

Detachment operated during this t~~e 
tho arrival of the Columbia Bru:ikor. 
of equipment slightly impaired the 
tho operations at Due Pho. 

(p) Information ~ctivitios: 

1 General. Upon completion of deployment and th, 
announcement of tho Brigade's arrival in Vietnam, tho follo-wing activ.itics were 
conducted by the Brigade information office and woro sup~ortod by tho 48th Public 
Informa.tion Detachment. 

19 
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.§:. Escorting newsmen who desire to cover 
tho arrival. 

E. Distributing releases of tho Brigade 1 s 
axri val to oedia. 

eases to tho krrrry :Eiomo Town News Center. 
.£. Screening and forwarding Home Tovm Real-

§_ Covering tho activities of the J3rigad.c, 
as applicable to thcunit 1 s mission, with organic information personnel. 

_g_ Problem 

.§:. Escorting nevS media. The biggest pro­
blem in escorting news media covering the arrival and subsequent operations of the 
Brigade was transportation. Tho transportation that exists is primarily air travel. 
In a tactical area of operations, air travel is generally flexible. Close and con­
stant coordination was required to insur:; that newsmen covering the Brigade 1 s 
arrival wore at tho right place 'at the right time. 1..s most of tho news media work 
out of tho Da Nang Pross Cantor 1n tho I Corps ax0~, information escorts travelled 
to Da Nang and arrroiged transportation from thor0 to tho news scene and back to Da 
Nang. Multis.0rvic0 coordination is required on those escort missinns. Point of 
IntGrest: Tho commander who can satisfy tho nows media's transportation require­
ments will receive a trcn:iondou.s amount of favorable coverage of his coEima.n<l. 

J2. Initaial release. Tho main problem 
of prepo.ring an initial reloaso for clearance prior to tho Brigade's arrival was 
lack of information. Nobody questioned by tho Brigade information personnel was 
able to mako an accurate statement on when, whore, a,nd how tl:ic Brigade would axrivc 
until almost tho last minute. Tho release must be prepared at loast a week ahead 
of time. Tho initial release prepared prior to arrival served two ma.in purposes. 
It provided background for tho nows media on tho arrival and it also provided a 
story, once distributed, to modia not covering tho arrival. 

· c Home Town Nevm H.eleasoG. 1-.. total of 
1,348 Home Town Nows Releases (D.: ... Form 1526) wore forwarded to tho A1$1Y Homo Town 
Nows Center, after scrccni ·g. Tho News Center made a total of mor~ than 9,000 
separate releases on Brigade soldiers from tho forms submitted. F'ifty-nine forms 
were returned. Tho main reason for return Wc'..S personnel filling -tho r.ank section 
with E-4 instead of Corporal or Specialist. Careful screening ;i.s a constant rcq_uiro­
mont in processing Homo To.:wn Nows Releases. J,.nothcr problem with thoso releases is 
being ablo to forward thorn to tho Center within 21 days after tho event. · In for-
warding tho releases, a cover story is ,necessary. · 

.9:. Photograpby. Tho photograplly problem 
is basically a lack of cameras and a lack of laboratory processing oquipnont. Tho 
Signal Corps photo section assigned to tho Brigade was not designed to su1pport tho 
information office because of their type of cameras and lack of laborato::i:y equipment~ 
Most of tho photography ,•ra.s and is boing accomJ?lished by information per~onneLw.i. th 
their personal ca.L1Cras. The division laboratory is available for processing fi~ns 
and printing pictures. While tho .. flffl. ·. ·. o .. M~"!()1l~1 .ational at Due Pho, the informa .. f'Q~~J ti ~ .aY•, .• r ~' , .~ ~,&. L ... , ..... .,.._,_ ~V.-U! .- .. 
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tion office of tho 3rd Brigaclo, 4th Infantry Division, furnished outstanding SU]?­

port by lending Ca,"'!loras and :providing labo~:·atory facili tics. Presently, the infor­
mation office is attempting to procure cam.eras through Improst Funds. Tho Erige..de 

_ Signal Office is attomptinc; to o1Jtain laboratory cqui:pmcnt by HTOE. 

£. Equipment nnd Supplies. The informa­
tion section was handicapped by a 13.ck of eq_uipocnt and supplies. Equipment short-
2,gDs, in 8£1dition to cameras, include tapo recorders, filing c:,,binets, a mimcogxa:ph 
machine and a safe. The biggest shortac;c in the suppld cs category is mimoogxaph 
paper. Existing supply channels did not offer much relief on those chortages. 

SECTION 2 

Commanders Observations and Recommendations 

Operations 

a. Item: Shortage of i:c1tor:prot8rs hinders operations. 

( 1) Discussion: The abscmco of intorprotors a.uring the initial period of 
oporatio11.s seriously hm:npcrod scrooninz opor2,tions. The trooi,s, having recently 
arrived in country, hac1 no fool for sorting anc1. screening indigenous personnel. This 
was corrected only by concc:;:ted commend action to borrow intor-_protors from adjacent 
units. 

(2) Observation: Interpreters should be procu:roa. 02.rly enough to join tho L , 
1.mit as it nxrivos in country. 

b. Item~ Employment cf aerial ta11os in psychological O]_)erations at 3,000 ft. 

(1) Discussion: With altitude at 3,000 feet for tho two tapes, it 11as 
found the tapes wor:) not fully being understood on the g.r:ound. 

(2) Observation: Tho al ti tudo was lowered over tho base crunp area to 
2,000 feet and tho message uc:s understood. 

c. Item: Rules cf Eng:J.gomont 

( 1) Discussion: Rulos of ongagonent :i.:n RVIf arc 1.miquc 2,ncl mus·c bo 
loamed cmd pror,mlgatod vrith all maneuver clements at tho cc:srliost o•,Tiortunity to 
insure timely ros11onse of artL le~:;y- fi:;:-o rcq_uests. 

(2) Observo,tion: Loe..rning tl1e Rules of En~"Dments will expec1i to tho 
on1)loymont of e.rtillery fires. 

( 1) Discussion: Training in 1..ir C1ea,rances: g.covnd clearance 811d 
political cloara.nco must be emphasized to insUI'o that employment of arti llo:i::y fires 
ar,.J in accorda.i.'lCG ·with tho B:ulos of Enga.6"Cment for RVN. 
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(2) Observation: That guidance provided in tbc Lm.erical Division SOP 

be emphasized tlµ'ouzhly durLYJ.g tho initial stago of in-country training .. 

' . 
Pa.rt II RECOMMElNDf~TIOFS: 

. Rccommendat~i.:ns arc contc.i.11.ed throughout the report. 

FOR TEE COMM.b.l!DER: 

5 Incl 
1. Organizational Chart 
2. OPLL.N 7-67 

mnmu1... Pk~ 
CPT, AGC 

. Aost Acljut~t 

3.. Combat Operation ..lftcx: ..-..ction Report, 
Operation Final S,roop 

4. Combat Operation ... ,.ftor ~ .. ction lleport, 
O:pcration 11Virgil1.11 

5. 1.fter .~ction Report, 1st J3n, 52nd Inf 

. DISTRIBITTION 
A Plus 
3-CG9 Attn: Avm'-GC 
3-CG, ATT1i: Mil History 
3-C0, 3rd J3de 4tl:i Inf Div 
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IDIC, 198th Inf Brigade 

1st J3n., 6th Inf 

1st B:n, 46th Inf 

1st R.1, 52nd. Inf 

1st Bn, 14th 1...rty 

9th Sup)ort J3n (-) 

H 'I11."p, 17th Cav (-) 

555 Engr Co ( - ) 

601st RR Dot(-) 

635th JI-IT Det 

265th MP Plat (-) 

87th Cml Dot 

48th I1IO Dot 

47th Mil Hist Dot 

49th Sig Plat 

2. Units OPCON to Brig2-0.o 

a. Troop c, 1st - 10th CAV 
b. Mo bile Striko Force 

28 Oct - 16 Nov 67 
04 Nov - 16 Nov 67 

3. Detachment 
H - Troop 17th Cav (-) Op Con 196th LIJ3 

4. Uni ts in General Support ~.(oinfo:rcing of tho :Brigade 

2ncL J3n 11th .L..rtillery ( 155rr.a) 
2nd Platoon G Btry, 29th 
1:..rtillery Searchlight 
3rd Bn, 18th 1...rtillory ( 175:rmn) 

5. Uni ts in General Su;iport of tbD Brigade 
Naval Gunfire 

6. Uni ts in Direct Sup:port :)f the Brigade 

2nd&, 9th !:..rtillcry (105mm) 

26 Oct - 16 Nov 67 

29 Oct - 16 Nov 67 
26 Oct - 16 Nov 67 

26 Oct - 16 Nc•v 67 

CONFIDENTIAL 


