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1. (u) Reference: 

2. (u) J;;ors01mel: l'one 

3. ( C) Oj1sr2 tions: 

"'·• SubjGct: Use of S'.:art R:111[;6 Rsc0m12iss,-,11co Patrols. 

(1) 07x:JGI:vation: . ..11 oz; th2t is cx:tre,11.cly lDrGG and yot co:atains 
no larGJ, <n~e:_i;\1 force is VCJ'.!",,~ r~_ifficu.1 t to control. Com:oc,11~7 swoe;>G f° o not 
J/rocJ.1.}.CO rGsu.lts 28 t~hc loc~:l CDC:Gtr c1GT•.lSiltS 2S81JJ~~G t~·:c J:'O}_c of fn1.~1sr 2t tl1G 

Dj?:•ro;;;1ch of US troops. ::-Jno:1:-;r activit:/ is r ·:s-LU-~Gd once t;-,c trou1:=J c1cyc:.1rt 2nd 
there 3rc ncv:or enouc(t men c.,va.ila1J1G to garrison t:lG 0:,., 

(2) i.'V2luc:,tion. Companiss were r:,c:_uirsd to jpovide tJ:i..;:Gc lls, vily 
2l.'t1Gcl t:lirtc::m E!Ell te;<.lrill':l 1ccl. ll:r l1ichl:0 ,_;u lificc"!.. n,o I s• The tGcJ.i113 iIGrO 

ir1scrtecl by o.ir OJ:- 1·1c:1lJ.:GL to sslGct:_,cl 0~ 1 s 2s unobtJ:LlsivGl~r· 2-.s J?Osui0lc. 
OncG i 11 loc•'t~on +'.1·cv ("i"-r-oc+c,,' <-'r·:,1·110•,,.,,•. or 1·1c,,~,, c,•·.,,71 ·0 .1-·~·illS1 on ,·1· 0 Vvr{ si·.-,•:1·:-i··~n•,::; -- - -- J... v- .;t.J __ ...., u__,1._ ... v. v J..c., 0.,,1-.., VJ..l..11,..., ___ ( •. l J,. -·J.t., ,_,.,.v l."'i.._"')'-" 

·,J~i-G11 t; 1~is rr1c-~l100_ e11e;1u:r r,1ovc~1c11t c:11(. 2c"Givit~-'" lK.;D c1.-1 .. rt2il~::.D_ ij_1 c.·\ 1,.:I'c;c c1i~c1..-. 

11ith e. ED.i.1Uhll1E1 number of fricncll;T forcc'J. 'l1c; 0 ,:is wo::;::eo noril1e:;ll;;, L1r.rn:c:·~cd fo:;:­
four c:ays, but so1;;.Gtimrn longer if intcJ.licGncc ,-n:::rl'c:itGd it. 

(.3) I/.Gcto;_;;.1,me.c:.·Gioni Tbat f1:icncll;: foxccs L:cGc:. 1n.·Gll si:ililicn:_. 
situc:tion or (:csirine rcconns:icc.;2nc0-l:illcr tG~:.ii,s ec::n for111 .::,rn:.1 G:i:':~Gctiv;:.1;/ 
G:ilploy t:t:i.cm usi11c.1 orc2nic r'csourccs• ,-

(1) Ob2Grvction: "}c-'c m:::.t;:1cr and sogQJ ~;::;;tt1~1osc ,,1i.:m;;~ -,~,00:Lc;;u 
in rccov:;rinc trlrc(l track vehicles• 

GP/;. DOJNG:::1..J)iID ... T 3 Yil.R 
Il!T~Vi..IS, DECU.SSIFIEID ..... Fr::.nR 12 YRS,. 
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(2) .,,;s'V'c luatiom If zn __ Q._V lI113 .. ~1 should beconm mirocl i:n c.'. 
lar;-;c., wet pc::cldy, it 1,12.y bo ord; of res.::ch OJ:> ot:1GJ:' ... ~C..:-V1s. Often r,1orG t~L:.1 
one vc.ltlclo 'becomes iri;ucl~ .:.ind. if an 1.IB8 or M578 J:>ecovery vohicle c~:11110·[; rc::,~l' 
the z.rca tl1cn recovGry bocornGs ?!. time coniniminc problom. 

(3) Rocom,:10110..2tion1 If :-:11 oJGhcr conve,1tionc1l vehicle rc,cov~-:~:;_;, 
rnc-t:1oc:s f, il c c:.1:-7 Chinoo}; hclico:~·cer c.:m bo usoc;__ to pull tho vohiclcD m,:t., 
Using 2. 50-75 foot to~! c,,b1c1 one effective mctlwcl is to .hook th;:; ~:'.blc to 
t:~~ liftinc LJ~1.2.0Lle on one si(1G of t;_, c ~ ... G.t.~v, nm the cablo through tho :,)i:rc:::.r.o 
on the Chinod:, enc', hool: tho ot:1er one:. of -'c'.lc cc"bJ.c to tl:c liftinc sh.::cl;:lc on 
tl1G othor sick of ttiC vohiclo. The hoJ.ico:yt;or J1n1:'_s '1:ilv, VGlticlG foi""lr::rcl ,-:1 0. 
once t:,.8 initic.:l Bnction :10ld.inc t;rn vehicle L"1. the- 111L1ct is brokc,n, the 
hclicop·i;cr l-i.:;s no cliXficu:p;y towing tlic .1..C;..V ·bo clrJ ground. 

c. Subject: Cordon v.nd Sc,0;rc).1 of Villac;cs. 

(1) 0:J::rnrw:tion; Dl...rin;:: co1."0.011 encl. s,:::,rc~.1 of viJ_;l_:.:,";cs it 1r.'c 
c:_c-!;crminu1 tJ.i::-,t -:.:~,c c;-1.wrrill::w 2nd. inf:;::;s-i;ructurc J~'.:cuivcc:. cnon,:;h :J2rJ.y 
i:-r.rninr; to J.o;:,.vc t1.-io vilJ_::-:0 0 bc:forc ·chG cordon Hc.s ctJt ~)lishc.c:.. 

(2) :,,r.: 1u::ti0n~ To solve t;ds ~-ro~Jl~,m t:.1c tccl:_nif_'\i.c; of c,,rl;y­
mornin0 cdrr.100i1c :::·s~_,_;ul·c8 ,j .. 8 dcviscC:.. Thie consistGC:. of liftin,:: f'. fore:~ 
i.:1:i.ld Lmdinc; t ;c;;-,1 :rounc1. t~:c villaGo to oot, 7Jlish :1 co:~cloi1 to ·,;r:~voffii VC 
coc. j;ic. The corcLon u2s ·focn rcinforccc. uit::i ;_10.clition2J. t:roo-_;;')-lifts. i ... 
t;10roucl1 SGi:rc:.~ of ·chc vill,'.g::; i~rnlnc':.,:;;s 1. .. si:;.1~'. Vi::.tn:rc1ccc ?oJ.icc, Scou'i; :Oo;.:u 
c::.1d ViG"i;rn:mosc tr)jLc;: Lista 11 to loc,tG gi.,1.oril1s ;.'.:Yl VCI. 

(3) Rc:con~.1e110.c, tion: .''... x·cconn2.i::ir:i.:-::ncc of th:: tCJ::·c(ir YilL/'.C ·;r:. 

rc<._;uircc~ ·i.;o select scvcrnl si;.1.3lc t'.ircr£<.ft lr.ncl.ing :..;onos as o-p·,oscd ·i;o one 
nm.lti""c°dror2.ft 1.8.nC:.in:; ~,one. T:Li.s, tccl:i.niq_:1.,1,c cni.~JlGs tl10 troo:;); to coi-tlon t:1,: 
vill -~·c i~iJl·"·o.11'·,+cJ.~r "S ·t'·1cv ·1,•,v·- t'11'' . .;.,..c-~,,ft. o,,m,c,'•11'·.,s "n" c/" ~.;.,,.e-~·,.L-"'-l-__ ,._.4_l..l J. UU ~ • u ti c;._ J. .JV .JC. \..'7 v C'. .......,_ J... Ci .. e ·1.,, J...JJ .,/ c.;, u. V '-· ..L,...J.,. ,.J..,(,.... U 

o;.:11 proviic aG.•."'..i tioTu.-.1 coverGco of t'.10 co;i:-clon until tl1c romainclcr of ·l;hc troo1_,r; 
C<c.11 he lifted into th{~ :::re,:. This· tcclmicuc :1.c::s TJl'OVccl v:·:luc.:blc in c2,1turir.r:·· 
loc:::1 VO ,-m:'. VCI t:.m.s l::cc;_1inc t'1c oncntr- off b2l2n°;G. Tho 1..wu~: l r1::fc viJ.J. (':'..;~; 
8:i:S vu1J.1crc;Jlc c.t ;s~13rtiE,C ,:ml_ :no 10j_1GG::C c;rc-nt t:.ic vc 8Gcurit:r ;_,no. rcr:1t. 

(1) The u::;o of 105 mm o:,sing for m,.--,:d:inc: firG Sl'.)31ort J:i:,sc::.i ~;-!; 
nic;lrt ;co 1)con fo1Jl1.0

. to be :--p .:;::ccllcn-t toc'.inicuc • 
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(2) :Jv-2lu::,tio11~ l:r·.rl:in3 of fire £J1x~:-,ort b2co j)C:dmctorn nt 
nic{.1.t rn.e.y :y, 2 ccompJ.is)2G0.. in DJ.::'.1~- ~r:3rs • 11of] ·i:; ligl1ti;:1g r::ic-i:;hods c:=· ~ cos tJ.;:.·~ 
tine. consur.linc; ,·ncl ;:,r..y 1)o obsG:,:v::-.0. fro;11 outsicl.c. t}1c po:ci111ctcr ?.t: well t·.s 
f~:or1 tl1;:; 2 ir. 

(3) ·ncco~Jr,1cnclc'.;ion: _._:1 effective 1JC~~ns for ~; fir~ 31.:::i:::,ort 1x,;w 
Et 11ic:1t for ·i:;l1G p1.1..1.~2osc of con,Grt.llinc c,1.u1slri:,_1s or o·i:;hcr t-J)CS of fire c;' .. : 

is -co use 105 mm ce.sincs fillocl uith thickcIJGu. c;z.wolino (H-4 foicl:ncr)~ L'., .. 
s:1cll o].1onl0. be buried in the Ground fillod. with ·i;:;.uckc::1cd casolinc "n( 
covc:-::ccl. ,.-ri·b ::_:>L::ctic. tri;} fLrc :,,Lccc':. 011 to1J of th_, .c si;:1,:; er,::., -:.,c ic;;. 
from imdd.c ;:.: 1unkcr :~110. if pro:;i:,rly · inst~llcC:. the fuoJ. uill bLu"'l.1 fo-:.: one 
L::1d oY1c ;1,lf honx-s. i 1hc L\'rko1· in viDibl:: froa the ,:,ir, but not .from t:.1c 
OTttoio.c of tho 11crinctcr, 

c. 3ubj oc·i:;: :t-·owo.cr Ch,.::rgc for 1\ .• 2" liorl:.r. 

( 1) Obu ,:1."'V,: tion: S:,,;oci,·. lizccl use f o:c ::,oudcr c:rr0cnJ will 1101:::i 
lor..:•.Gj_1 :_,Jroblcm8 ui,GJ.1 o:1.0rt or inr-·.ccur:.~tc rounC:.a. 

(2) .:.'v(:lt.J.L',cion: It; ;:i...:.G 0,..;;21 notG<l d1.1.rinc~ t!1c :9::;::rb fc,; rno;yi:;'.,u 
th:., t 11c:l:; :.·,oud.cr b;.~c.;rJ Her;: t'.:10 pro :)c" blc cc use of G cv,.x.-: 1 0]1.or·i:; :r.·oua<lo <l.P.:.:L1:.-; 
fira j.~i.ir.;.Jior1r1. 

( 3) Roco1.unc:t1Ck ·l;ioj_1: :J:~:c;)o::;i1ic: ,,rn:,11..1.ni ·Uo:1 to d.:-:mpncs:::; · ·11r7 ~:·;; in 
:F rticul:·.x:r c1-uring the monsoon LJC.;:;.:;011 -:.:.1f. :::,criorls of c::~tr.:.:10.00. ;milliC.it3r C 0 cl 
(i.JJ:. o -cic,~ J.1:r cffcc·i:; t!.1c int ~:1clc(: x··:nc;c of ·0:1c ronm:l.. ·:i1rilc r,,,:iic':. :..· : s::c o;,~J, 
Cc:ll for firo io 110C0SrJr:1.-:r, atqxj :i.':1!}.IJ"G ~)G ·i;::J.::cn to kco::i tJ:.Lti no:;:,"tc·r rorn1d 

covc:,:,od r1m-:. ]?rotccfod ~c;- inst the uJ.cnc~rtrJ :n7ior to firi11{;, tJ:ru.s hcl:1in:,; -co 
i;.1::m:co · tiw round uill be on trt':'.c,t. 

F011 T:~D CO-.ILi .: n:-R~ 

1 Dr, nm' 
,;,.sst .: ... dju·i;:::at 
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Co..NfJDfNTIAL 
DEP.AR'IMENT OF THE ARMY 

Headquarters, 4th Battalion, 21st Infantry 
.Americal Division 

APO San Francisco 96217 

AVDF-BA.-TH-OP 24 January 1970 

SUBJECT: Qµar-terly Report - Lessons Learned 

Conmanding Officer 
11th Infantry Brigade 
A.TfN: AVDF-BA.OP 
APO San Francisco 96217 

1. Reference: Ltr, HQ, 11th Im" Bde, subject as above, dtd 9 Jan 70. 

2. Operations. 

a• Observation: Joint operations with Regional and Popular Forces. 

b. Evaluation: It has been found that while working with Regional 
and Popular Forces, one successful technique has been to set examples for 
these soldiers by working closer with them in such a way that these sol­
diers will identify with our soldiers and develop their techmiques for 
such things as proper techniques of fire and movement, dispersion, and 
light and noise discipline at night. This has been accomplished success­
fully by intermingling these soldiers with U. s. Forees. For example, a 
squad would be made up of five (5) US soldiers and five (5) RF- or PF sol­
diers working close together as a squad. 

~-•- jlel~.!.~on: When working with Regional or Popular Forces, it 
is ~·to'Worf them into a unit and work as one team for the success 
of a joint operation. For the success of future joint operations and the 
smoothness with which they are executed, intermingling of these soldiers 
with US soldiers whenever possible, enabling them to develop our·techniques, 
should be practiced. 

d. Observation: Marking bunkers and fighting positions on a firebase 
· while gunships are in cl.ose support at night. 

· · ··•·. tt e. , Evalua:tion: . Gunships, while working close support for a .f;Lrebase 
unier attack,· are often needed. to provide suppressive ·fire ,righ-b·up to .. the 
edge of the' bunker line and in some oases in between bunkers. Even while 
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working under constant illumination, it has been found that it is still 
often difficult for the gunships to detect the exact bunker line and 
:fighting positions. By using strobe ligb.ts or throwing trip flares or 
smoke in front of' each bunker and fighting position, gunships have been 
able to identify these means of marking positions in a hurry and imnedi­
ately determine the location of all friendlies. 

f. Reconmendations: The marking of :friendly looations when using 
close gunship support is imperative and obvious. However, the speed with 
which a unit reacts and the standardization of this marking ~stem will 
greatly enable support to begin that llllCh faster and in the most critical 
areas without unnecessary delay due to lack of coordination between the 
conmander and the supporting gunships. All firebases.shC!>ul.d have a stand­
ard marking system, and supporting aircraft shmtld als$be knowledgeable 
of marking systems used and be familiar with the configuration of the fire­
base they are supporting if possible. This will insure even faster and 
closer support to a firebase in contact. 

3. Commmications, Training. 

a. Observation: Mounting of radio set AN/PRC-25 011 a ruck sack. 

b. Evaluation: It has been experienced 'that unless the radio is 
mounted on the rucksack frame with the antenna.·tacing out or away f'rom 
the operator, the antenna will, after ~ensirii'tibration of' the radio 
on j;he frame, begin strliking the frme. This. causes transmission and 
reception difficulties by shorting out the radio. In addition, the aux­
iliary speaker LS-166 will also short out the:radio.by striking the an­
tenna unless it is mounted on the side of the radio opposite the antenna. 

c. , Reconmendations: Most radio operators in. a, •~h company are 
infantrymen who have just had classes on AN/PRC-25 and;faJDiliarization 
with it and other radio equipnent as part of their Advanced Individual 
'l'J"ajning. Since any infantryman is a potential radio operator, it is 
suggested. that classes pertaining to radios be ~eeiall7; .. ented toward 
their use in a combat enviroDllmlt and the proper :yq . to carry'' the AN/PRC-25 
and its accessories. limphasis should also be placed on proper care of the 
radio at this level. An appropriate time tor the teaching of'. this useful 

.· inf'omation would be during the orientation and instruction· phase when a 
man comes in country or possibly at battalion level. Since the average 
radio operator is not school trained as one, simple.instruction on some­
thing like the proper way to mount a radio would greatly reduce radio 
transmission and reception difficulties. 
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4. Communications. 

a. Observation: Use of approved codes for sending classified infor­
mation over a radio. 

b. EvaJ.uations The only means now available for a battalion conmander 
to pass classified inf'ormation to a subordinate unit is through use of the 
T S~/KY-38 Secure ~io. Often, this secure means of conmunication fails 
due to mechanical difficulties of the radio setup. In a timely situation 
it is critical not to have to wait while the existing problem is found and 
corrected. As a backup to the secure radio, this battalion uses the "Com­
mander's Code" (PY) KAC Code Conf'identiaJ. CRYP'l'O down to company and separ-
ate combat platoon level. 

c. Reconmendations: The "Camnander's Code" backup for sending classi­
fied information over the radio should be employed by evecy unit as a timely 
and readily available means of security. Each unit should keep up to date 
on the proper codes and insure that ea.ch subordinate unit is up to date with 
the same c~es and is aware of their proper use and the advantage it can 
have. 
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qA~~ ~,~~~ 
Captain, In:fantcy 
.Adjutant 


