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A" ( C) P erso:n:nel. 

1.. Subject~ In:lividual Replacements, 

woll .. trained members due to rote.tionaJ. and combat losses~ The repla:!srr..e1~t, 

though well-trained, lacks thorough knowledge of t..½.e Ul1:i.ts te..ctical SO?'s. 

The replacem0nt in a sense is a liability until he learD.s how to function 

as part of'. his new· tea;.71. 

(b) Eva.1.u2.tion. Rifle companies generally h,w0 insufficient time 

to orient new !'e'i)l.acements because of their heavy oper2.tional activities. 

(c) F.ecommen:1ation. A quick an:i reliable mot,hod for integ~ating 

new personneJ. is through R~.riger Trai11ing teCJ.,.miques. One unit finds that 

norma..1. rGhearsals,- irm.;1ediate ac'd.011 drillss, and dry runs prior to operations 

allow the individue.7. a realistic ·view of his job in tho ·11ew U.."'1it. 

2. Subject: StancJ.ardization of Eg_u:i .. pme:nt Carried by Emergency Re.~ 

place;:n.ents. 

(8.) Obs0rvationo On on0 occasion imen a urrl. t Tll.t",de contact with 

G?4 Do·hmgrade at 3 year inter= 
val.s~ declassified after 
12 years. 



,·,'\ Avnr.:Bac, \ ·.·.'CD/\/ Fl l)£1JTll9 L 
SUBJECT: Operation Report of 198tl1. :':1::fa2t,17 Brigade (LT) 

·.,· >: End?-ng 30 lipril 1968, RGS. {;3F0R-.65. (U)., . , .. 

·1 May 1968 
for the ?eriod 

a large ·arrl persistent enemy force 11 it was nec0ssary to send forty (4o) 
. - ·~ • ~ 

replacements to the unit ·from other uni ts within the brigade in order· to 
'. • •. • I • ' •• .'': • 

strel'l..gthen the unit in contact. The replacements arrived fully equipp€d 

ani combat ready but some of the men had also come wi t,,'1, ill of their per­

sor.al. possessions and their records. At the time of ·th0 heavy engagement, 

fa9ilities were not readily available for receiving and storlri.g these itans. 

In this instance nothing was lost, but under more teying con:li tions losses 

would be entirely possible. 

(b) IBV'a...1uation. There is a need to starrlardize procedures con­

cerning transfer of replacements where haste is of great importance .. 

( c) Recommendation. It is desireable to establish a policy t.½at 

replacements Hho are transferred und0r emergency co:rrlitions where haste is 

of great it-nportance, come equipped with only necessar~~r combat gear arrl 

weapons. Records a.,,"1d personal property should remain :i:n the trains an:l 

should be transferred at that level. 

B~ (C) ·operations. 

1. Subjectg Use of Frag Grenades iri Tun.11els or Spid0r Holes. 

· (a) Obs0rvation. When checking tunnels or spider holes~ it is a 

common practice of some to throw in a i'::."agmentation grenade. 

(b) Evaluation. Many injuries have been attributod to this prae­

tice due to fragments of 'the grenade fl,nd debris from th~ tunnel which 

strike the bysta.:nder. 

( c) R0co,nm0ndation. lv11on checking tunn0,ls or spider holes, use 

fra.g gr€lnades only as a. last resort.. Find:, c81.1 •come out" i11 Vietnamese 
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then if no one comes out, pop a smoke gre11ad0 or CS grenade into the 

tunnel. Only tb.en, if you think you have a VC still in the tnni.--iel should 

one throw a frag grenade into tho tunnelc Concussion grenades would be the 

best if thoy are availableo 

2. Subjects Protection of Radioso 

(a) Observation. On s0voral occasions radios have b~on daI!la.ged 

roun:lso 

(b) EvflJ.uatio:,10 Radios must be prot0ctod to ix1sure t.bat co:11m1.mi.­

catio11 is not lost. 

( c) Rocomraondation. .RTO ~ s should be instru.ctGd. to -place their 

radios :m1der ground~ i"c", in 2s hole or se.:nd baggoo aro13.. This should be 

a comraon practice 08.ch night to protect t:.~0 radio in Ct;1,S0 of r. mortar 

attack or intense small arms firec 

3c S'ubj0ct: :i}u.115-fy:i.ng the E:ff0cti.ven0:::s of li:i.nos 2-.:..xt J:io0oy Traps. 

( B.) Observation.. In man,Y areas of Vi0t11t1.1:n t:.10 on0..11y rllAf<es 0xte:n.­

si v0 uso of minos, both anti-personnel an:3. anti~vd1.i.c1..u.ar. ;,e.rticu.1.ar 

problem areas a.re foum adjacent to old base c,:u;1ps which l1ave been sur­

roun:led bJ· :r,.~is:.-.il.l.y mi11.o fields. J~ban::lorm1ent id.t},out chstructio~1. of these 

mine fiE>lds ':,rovic1os a ready supply of eJq:>losives to tho 0nGi1y and places 

a <lefin.i.to hazarr1 to tJ:10 local frioridly forccso 

(b) Ji.i1T2J.uatio11. The inf'antry soldier must be protectod if he is 

to b0 effectivo in 2-11 area that is sus1?0cted to be mined. 

( c) Rocom;i10;-il.ation. Anno rod l'ersolli"'lel. Co.rriors have boen success-
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:fully m:tneuvorod throu.g:1out ti'1.oso a.reEi.S kno-wn to bo irn:cst.ed with anti­

personnel mines.. The tracks can succ0ssfully trigger anti-porsorL.'1.el mines 

and booby traps wi tJ.1out damage to the trackso .tl?C~ s m.ust take groat caution 

to avoid using prov:ious routes me.de by ea.,:1i0r opurations. This precaution 

pa.rti~tlly a.ssu:ros avoidance of anti-ta.:n:c mines mixed in with the anti-

4. Subjoc-t,: Scout Dog Operations. 

(a) Obser'J"~.tion. Scout Dog Dickie was moving wit'.1 the main body 

oi" a e>atrol in a choke chain when he alerted to tho i'l&"'lk. Chocking out 

t;:,.e alort tho i:nfnnt~, fou.nd fresh foot p:rints in the ~rea. 

(b) :,]ira:J.uationo Scout Dogs will aJ.ert on personnel outside the 

body of a ;1ntl"o1 ev'.Jn though they a:ro not :i.11 a workiri..g l1-,;..,_r:noss and aren't 

'With the po:i.nt olo:mont. 

( c) Rocorrnnondation. All scout dog alerts nm.st b3 chec1.rnd even if 

no ap:_)arant roason fo1~ the alert is evide~1to 

5. Subject: Scout Dog 01_:)erations.o 

(a) 01iservation.. While on a soa!'ch am. clear operation Scout Dog 

Rover alortoo. D.l1<l refused to enter a tra.:E through a l-iod.gorowe The infantry 

checked tho area am found nothing. St:i.1::' the dog alertod. A..'11 M.26 hand 

grenac:1.o wns c:oto:n,,'1.ted in the area as a ~?recaution.. Tb.o ex:?lo sion loft a 

crater 3 feet wido a.nd 2 feet deep. 

(b) iTivi'!J.uation. Evc11 though an initial s0a.J:-d.1. :reveals nothing, 

extra :,>I'ecantio:o.s ,112,y ~-;,ay off 11,-ii t:.1 lives saved. Obvious·1_7 ·l:J.'..er-e was an 

cx;:ilosivo ,.:io\r:J.c() ;:ilacod ~long tho tr~.il. 
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( c) Recorm;1err'la.tion. J:,J..ways double chock scout dog al~rts if the 

initial see..rch rovotls nothing., Detonation of a ha1-rl gren."l..de as in this 

insta.n~o or bypassing the suspect area shouJ.d be car0f1.1.l..ly consideredo 

6. Subject! Scout Dog Operations. 

(a) Observation. When usi11g dog tei:m1s wbile searching of dwelling 

or on point9 the dogs must be used to the best tacticru. adV8l1.tag0. If 

searching dweJJ.ings~ the dog 2.nd hanolor w.i. th ample socur:i. ty should be 

f\J.lowod to ont0r tho dwelling firsto On point9 tho (:i.oe; and handler with 

aurf?::i.e securit~? shou:ld lead)} primnri1y in those areas infested ·with spider 

holes ::>.nd tm1n0lso Dogs should be rotated on point if' used in this manr..er. 

The dogs shou1cl bo giv0::.1 ample time to resto 

(b) ~"=Nal_1.1t1.tion. On numerous occasiqns dogs have been able to pick 

up a scent whi1e on point even though not in the initial direction of 

travel• Dogs have al.0rtecl to scents in an:l. arolli"'il. ch,,m:iJ_ings -which may r...ot 

be v:tsible to t.be observer. 

(c) Rocommondation.. Scout Dogs shoul_d 1xi usifl ,iJero tactically 

possible, The gc1.,1ity of their senses is a great boi1ofi t to the infantry 

pJatoon or cor;r;_)a11y • 

7. Dnbjoct: Tho Use of CS Piot Ii.gent Grenrtc10s in the :Eight Defonsive 

Pcr:i.r,10t0r. 

( a) Obsor"J'ation. During a recent operation, tho pat:r·o·t bf1,se from 

which a corn:1,,any was or,orating was subjectod to a gr0u..¥1d attack by an 

estimated com1:i~ size force of Viet Cong. The: torrc1in wc:>.s mountainous? 

the foliagG -t-1?.ick a21C:1 visibility was near zero boce.nse of rain clouds. 
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Ea.ch man in t::Je compa.11,v was anned with a min:tmum of four fra@'llontation gre­

nades and ono C.S r~rc:n."'.de in c1.ddition to individual a.,.J.Cl crew served weapons. 

Boca.use of low visibility a.rrl thick vegetation it we.s difficult to locate 

ta.rgots by mor.i.ns other t,½.an sound; the heavy foliage provonted accurate 

t...½.:ro1;_rl.ng of hand gro:nades even at targets -which were obsorvod.. 

(b) Eva.l.uation. During tho hoavicst period of the attack~ CS 

grona<los ,,10re O.U,?loyc3<l. Since all j_n::liviclua1s in the 1.ll'D. t hacl protective 

masks there 1'J"ns l"..o cla.,."'l.gor to all;! friendly el.cmentso The e;:.iplo_yment of CS 

not. only broke i:.110 attack by forcing the enc:r.J1y to withdra:r..r but also the 

effects of t,:10 :10n~ toxic agent causocl. nian.,v of th.o onan}.r solc1.i0rs to givo 

away their posit:5.o~'J.s so that s.11all ,1rms fire was effoctiveo 

( c) Roco,;rncnr'lation. Tho -principal a.dvantags of C.S in this circUlil,.. 

ste,nco is tha:. it is an area weapon whose effects wore not hin:lored but 

cahancod b~:7 the sroi10 woathor conditions which l_im.:i.tr:e' tho offects of fr2.g­

mont0.tio11 grenades. Tho us0 of CS 11,·as even more e.c'foc·c.j_v,; bocuuse it 

affoctoc1 onl,;7 t 1.,os0 :Jorso1mel ·who dL1 not have protoctivo masks, ioe•, 

tho enem_y. 

8,. Subjoct: Con:-lucting No:lovacs i£ter Dark. 

(2.) Observation. In several incidents i:nvnlv:i.Y\, medical evac~ 

a.,tion of 11om'Klcd porson11.ol at night, 't,'-1.ese efforts have boon hampered and 

unnocesse.ry dola;r c2.usod by f ai.lnro to -properly light ~)Z ~ s. 

(b) Eval.u~tioi-i. J:l'lasblights ofton do not lJX--Ovid0 enough light 

for holico-;_J"l:.c1: ,;iilots to sec from tho air. 

( c) Roco::Ei1011C1ation. It is nocessary to assi'.In s.;1all unit leaders 
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tho rosponsi1Ji1i ty of cnr:rying hn~.1d hold :,'.lyrotechn:i..cs. ~ 0.ad £:tares and 

tri1_1 fl,r.-,res cai~ried orgc1.nic down to squad l evol. 0j_1c'J.1J·1.o rapid location and 

evacuation of WOl!.J."10.ed porsonnol o En.ch i1Y1i viduf'J.. should carry one ( 1) 

trip flA.reo Stmbe lights arc aJ..sc> hig'.'.ly rc,.-•or:w10;1dod for sr.1a.ll unit lead. 

ors. Th0so gonoreJ.ly can be obteined through tho snpp:i.y chain as Light, 

comw.only rof0rr0<l to a bean bag lig1:ts 9 which come w:i.t)1 recl;, groo:19 and 

c:t.Ew.r plastic domo lig}i.ts are also a~rnilable a..rrl light in T1Teig;_1to If they 

r,:co pJ.aco:::1 in ::. }10:te in the ground thoy can be observed from tho Dir but 

r..ot by tb.e enarry in t ... 1-J.e areao USMC Day-Night sign.sJ. :flare~: i:.ib.:i.ch a:r.e 

s-n12J1 cylin::ric:-0. tubes with snokG on on0 end 2.110. ;:i_ flri..r.::, 011 tb.e other may 

aJ..so lJo UE:oc1 but those :.ire general1y qui to hard to obto.:i.,1 as tJ:1ey are net 

within tho Arm,--:, s1..1-p:_1ly cl.1.al'.1....i'1e1 so Marine ill um.i:.--12. tio n g:c0D.~d0 s may al so 

( a) C::isorv·ation. During a rocent oporD.tion~ a rice ;:>addy was 

t1-sccl. for a pick it'_) zo::.1.0. S.nolw Traas used t ) irrlicate tho :•osi tion of tho 

lead &m ro2.r ho l_i co:J tors. Tho }]18.1'1 who was to throw· n smoke grenade to 

indicate tho 102.d sbip~s position throw his ::imoko groi~.de in tho water 9 

causin~-: it to work i;:;11_;,ro:;orly. Howover 11 t..he s,:noko :for t~:w roB.Y.' s:.tlp did 

function pr-o:~crl;:~9 causing confusion among tho pilots A.11.d. tr-oo,;s who were 

to be lifted out .. 

(b) F,v.,,:1.n.~.t:i..on. In dar,rp areas oxtrer.10 cp_1.,1_tion im1-st oa ta};:on to 

insuro tl,!1.t s,J1oko ;Ij~b,.1ndos so :not become wot or Sl'.brn.crged in wator so that 
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( c) P.ecom.no2Yhtiono ~'i11on using a rice paddy for a rz be sure to 

keep smoke gren.2.ctes out of tho ,·m.tel'o Th,;, problen C['.n be eliminated by 

rer.1ovini~ the l)in a.,."'l!:1 placing tL'1.o smoke f-:;renado on a c1iko before releasing 

tho safety lever. i-'0rh2.ps a floating smoke grenade wo1.ud bo r:;, good i ta:n 

to m2l1uf actu.re. 

10. Su½joct: Dottlneeso 

( a) Obsorv::i.tiono ra.st experience 11r.i. th d0tain:::0s seized in the 

fi0ld haYo Joel to t1.1e conclusion that t,.½.ose detainees i,1ho are interrogated 

irmnodi-?.to7_y 2.ftor C-<cpturo ?Jroviclo tho most infonn.ation. Tlio field corranan,,. 

d or and lri s :i_;xcsr:r-o gator have the adYantage over tl-w :ciliJj_t,':1.ry j_:1telligonco 

toai.us by their b0im :_Jrosent in th0 oncirorr110nt of t.,,1-io detainee when he is 

ca::-iturecl. Tho d.otai:noe, if he has commi ttod a suspicj_ons -c\Ct, knows t..1-iat 

q110stio1'l.i.nr,; is u..."Ti.10cossar1r and tj.rne is savodo ll-YrJ in:foJ'.'!:,lP.tion gi von by 

tho det2in00 :ts nsuelly easily described and unc.1orstood. as both. -parties 

arc loc,'1.ta:-: in t.J.10 area of concern. Reaction to usofu..1 infonn2.tion is 

im:mediato 2.:::x:1 tho nornn.l 1?,.24 hours strc-3.d ~ut~ w:ri tin[[· ti.1110 is avoided. 

Tho admi11.i.st:rgtivo a.,.,d travel time involved in procossine dotcJ.i1oes is 

by~,p2.ssnc1 b7 :i:·,i:;•.or1iato interrogation and the offoct of tho dot2J.noe still 

boinr:; in tho shoe!~ of capture is an a.id to tho intorl"()gator. 

(b) :U.v,-,J_uation. Immediato interrogation is best aCC(Y.i1p1ishoc1 by 

trained i,1torrc,r:c.tors. This can bo dono by lw.vi;.1g trn.i,.1cd int,,1ligo11ce 
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teams m8l{e frequent trips to the field~ e&1?ccially when intGlJ.igonce on a 

locale irilicatos t_½.at the inhabita.,,"'lts are involVGd in enemy activities or 

may provido i1ifonnationo J;.n alternate proposal would havG selected indi­

vi<luais f':-i."Or.1 battalion sized 1url.ts trained in interrogative techniques. 

( c) R0coi.1lln01'1dations. 1'1oro information is gleaned from a detainee 

when he is i,:rt.orrogatod j_l'lli.nediately after capture. St2.ndi,::ig -plans should 

be in ef:foct to -provide uni ts with intorr0gat-0r-intcr:.?:rotors or to send an 

intor:rogatol" L1 U;_J011 regy.est. It is also suggestcr1 that RV.N interpretors 

naw assigl1.ec1 to ,suhorc1inrtte urri ts be given training in tho toch:aiques of 

pl'Oi:,er intorroga:tion. 

~J}TI'{ij\il) ill.: 
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