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See Distribution 

J.. (C) Personnel: None. 

a. Subject: Marking Night Positions when Strobe Ligli.ts are not 

.t:vaila ble. 

(1) Observation: It is difficP.lt to effectively m::~rl: a nig'..1t 

locc,tion wl1en strobe ligh'cs 2,.re not available. 

tc-,blet surrotmded by a sm2;11 mot:nd of dirt will provide t>e necess2 .. ry r0.b.:::::•:•• 

ing 1ig:1ts for aircraft trying to locate your position c:.:t night. 

(3) Recom.mencla tions: Since strobe lights are not 2.1'.m7s availo.ble 

iJc is reconl.l"llel1dec1 that each tine r:.~ night laager is es-i:i2.blisl1ec1 c:nc1. lJositions 

pre:,::;ared, a heat tablet be placed by each position to serve as a nie;ht cle-

vice for tl1e mar~dng of these positions. 

b. Subject: Compronise of Rad.io Frequencies. 

(1) Observation: During combat o:;_:,eratiorn:.i rs..c1..:i.o frec::_uencies may 

be compromised by a VN civilian looking at tlie frecj_uency on the i .. N/ERC 25 

re,clio when a unit is conducting ope:c2.tio;:.,.s in a :1e,1vily po:puJd. teo. are2 .• 

(2) Evalua,tion: Unit SOP' s should include 1ceeping V}T cMldren 

e.nct ped.c1le:m out of day laager sites, :.wwever~ there is an 09c2,s,ional o.nd 
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va,lid reason for units to operate near civilians during which time a radio 

fr0~uency can inadvertently compromised. 

(3) Recommeno.a tions: To preclude possible compromise it is :r?ecom­

mended that the frequency dial window be covered withs. strip of rubber in­

nertube at least 2 inches wide and long enough to reach arou.,_"'1.d the rs.dio. 

Using rubber, the cover can be. pulled up at anytime for frec;:.uency cl1anges 

and will not present the problems that tape or some other sticky snbstanoe 

would cause. 

3. (c) Trai11i1:ig_: None. 

4 • ( C) Jp te 1.lJ.E~ll.9-.Ell. 

a. Subject: Utilization of Provincial Recon.~aissance Units and 

Nation2.l Police. 

(1) Observc.tioni A successful operation can be e.ccom:)lishect by 

conducting cori:J.on and search operations fri th the incorporation of PRU' s 

and 1'TP into overall tactical :?Jan. 

(2) l:.valt1.ation: Results of comba·b oper,dions, including t:.:e oor­

don &'lo. se2.rc:-1 of a village, are considerably improved when Provincial 

Reco11uasissance units (PRU) and National Police (NP) a~e incorporated into 

tl1e scheme of naneuver. After US and/or GV1>T troops have effectively cor­

doned a village, the PRU1 s should be assigned the mission of sweeping into 

the cordoned area and conducting methoclical search. 'E1e lf.f a:ce then inser­

·[:;ed to conduct the interrogation and se:,Jarate foose who require further 

~:.uestioning. The added presence of an Il'W Team reinforces tl1e intelligence 

g2,theri11g operation. 

(3) Reoommenc.2tion: He.lee r,1aximum use of PRU' s and HJ? in cordon 

and searcl1 missions especially for searches and i11terrogation. 
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a. Si.:bject: Sq_uad Radio Sets .1.iN/PRT-4 and AN/PRR-9. 

(1) Observation: Ss_uad. radio sets .AN/PRT-4 and AN/PRR-9 do not 

ha.ve sufficient range for communications req_uired from platoon to sc:ue,d 

in the counter-insurgency environiilent. Sg_uad sized patrols and night am-

busl1es are normally deployed beyond the 1000 meter range of these sets. 

In addition, it has been fo1.1I1d that thick vegetation will rec"..uce ·b:10 effec­

tive range of the radio sets down to 200 to 300 meters. Maintenance prob-

lerns lIBve been e,1coui1terea. in the use of the sc_:_uad redio sets due to t:1e 

high susceJ?·bbili ty of the AN/PRT-4 transmitter eleaents and the A'H/PR?.-9 

receiver elements to water 2,nd moisture d.amage. The entennas of both radio 

sets are easily broken 1-r:1en operc:.ting in thick foilage. ii.N/PR:?.··9 S))Cal~er 

horn assemblies are not of sturcly enough coi1struction to ui t:1St.smcl norr;1E.l 

to.ctic21 use. T:1ere are not sufficient s:?c:.,re J2.rts in the su:?:.)J.y i:,ncl 

maintenance system at prese~1t to maintain the sr,,,uaa. radio sets ;;iro:)8rly; 

tllis is particularly true of antennas, sp0aker iWn1s 2.ncl lanye:ca.s. 

(2) Evaluation: The s~;ua.cl re.dio sets Ji..N/PRT-4 and i..N/?Rll-9 are 

1..msatisf2,ctory for ernplo;;n,rnnt in. t110 001.mter-insurgency environment c1ue ·co 

·cl1e limi tGcl rc1nge of the radio sets, rn.ul tip le 1:12,intenance pro bl ens inllerent 

in the design of the radio sets, and lack of s113, re parts to maintain the 

radio sets. 

(3) Recorn.1encl.ation: That a rarlio set of greater range and dura­

bili i;;)r be aut:.1orized the infa,ntl?'IJ sc:-_uaa. in tl1e coui1ter-insurgenc3r environ­

I:'.ent. That sufficient spa.:re p:,,rts be raaintained in suinJ.y and mai~1te:ne.nce 

cl1~111eJ.s for the presently e.uthorizec1. sc __ uad radio sets. Ti.1at redesig-11 of 

the present squad radio sets be considered to increase clt-irabili t3~ and 

d.ecrease susceptabili t-.:r to water_ ancl moisture cle.r:c1age. 
( -1 :)..-f.ZL)<: A, -;rt_/; 1·~--· 3 I 
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b. Subjects :Plasticware Sup;)ly Economy. 

(1) Observatio~H E;q,erience has sh.01-m ths,t a Brigacle uses 6,000 

sets of plasticware daily. Individuals usG :plasticware for only one neal 

before disposing of it which results in thesE;l indi vidu_a.ls using 3 sets 

daily. Plasticware is e. critical i ter.1 in the Ar:1erical Division. 

(2) Evaluation: Company Commanders shm::.ld e,nploy a s3rsten to 

insure -t;;~1at each individual is issued one (1) set of pJ.2sticw2re dail:r, 

Following the Breakfast and Dinner meal, tl1e pJ.asticwe.rc is wiped clean 

with a, napkin, rolled in a clean napkin and stored i11 the shirt pocket. 

1~ t the end of the day the }1lasticware should be disposed of for sai1i tary 

reasons, Through use of the above procedure ·i;he requiremeut for :)lastio­

ware may be reduced by 2/3rds and proper su:;;iply economy established. 

(3) Rocor,llllendation: T~mt the above system be employed to rec"..uce 

usage of plasticw2.re. 

c. Subject: Loss of Tank Hounting :Bolts 011 Hew Type WE,ter T1:2.ilers. 

(1) Observations Due to constant airlifting and ro1,:g:.1 road travel 

of \·rater trailers in Vietna..11, it ws.s found that the new tl.rpe water tr,,:ilers 

were losing the tank mou...'1 ting bolts at a higl1 rate. 

(2) Evaluations Increased em;;ihasis wa.s p::!e, ced on uni tfJ checl:ing 

these bolts for tightness. The method of ap;/lying seelru.1t compound to tb.e 

bolts, as specifi0d in the EIR Digest, did not help, The onl;T workable 

solution we found w;,.s to drill a hole t:1rough the h-Jad to tho bolt and 

fasten it with wire to t:1e frame or r,clj2,ccmt statio"w,ry i tern to }?recluc1e 

turning e.nd subs ec::_uen t loss ·• 

(3) Reoommen':ation: That tank mounting bolts on new type water 

trailers be modified as described above and wired to prevent loosening of 

the bolts. c o /v'~Ir) t.: ),,/TI~ L.­
~ 
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d, Subj0ct: Lubrication Intervals. 

(1) Observation: Lubrication by LO (Lubrication Order) has proven 

to be inadec:;.ue,te causing excessive wear and clamage. 

(2) Eva.lv.ation: The ap:)ropriate LO is not adeq.uate in Vietnan, 

no matter w~12t t}i.e item of e9.uip1:1011t may be. Ve~1icles should be complete­

ly lubricated ever..r 300 miles or 30 days, whichever cones first. Genera tors 

s~10ulc.l be 112. tc:10c'.. on a. de.y to day basis, and an oil chruige r,erfo:rmed ueekly. 

Filters should be cl1anged w:i. th every crankcase c:1ane;0. Refr:i.gnra'Gion uni ts 

sl-wuld also be lubricatecl on a weekly basis. 

( 3) Re comm en de:: tion: ~mt ec:;uii:,men t be lubricated in accordance 

with the period mentioned above in t:i.1e evall.i.a tion. 

e. Subject: 11351~2 Front Engine Hounting Bolts. 

(1) Observation: Loosening of M35A2 front engine mounting bolts 

by road vibration h2,s caused dar.1age to front-cross members .;.nd l12.,c3 cc,usod. 

tl1e entire engine to be re::712.ced. 

(2) Evalue..tion: A corntion discre:;iancy ui t:1 tbc M35,.~2, LDS 465-1 

Engine, is a freq_uent loosening of t:1e front engine mount bolts. These 

sl1ould be checked 0.ail;;r and even more fre(uently if posdble, boca.use 

road condi tior:s c:'.uiclcl~r loosen ·them. Engine tor<::_uo, if t'.1e bol Jes becono 

loose, will invariabl:r c::.-,u,SG -c:1e front cross-nc@ber to cri:,ck on the left 

side, hence a wash-out. Further, if tI1e bolts drop out, the enc~i:10 clrops 

dmm on tl1e front out-put flange of t:i1e differential cauoing the neces:3i ty 

to replace the el1gine. 

(3) Rocommend.E~tio111 T11e M35.b-2 front engil10 1:1ounting boHs shoulr:3. 

be checked at le2st once daily. 

C oA/ FilJ~,A//2/1)_ 
.S' 



AVDF-1300 
SUBJECT: 

31 October 1968 
Operational Report of t:1e 19ot:1 Infantry BJ::•igr:e"Le (Lt) for tho 
Period Iihding 31 October 1S68, RGS CSFOR-65 (U) 

6. (c) ot:1ers_: 

a. Subject: 106mm Recoiloso Rifle, Tr2,cl;: 1-fountod. 

(1) Observation: Each of the ''LIGh"'Trr inf2ntry brigades in the 

Re1:iublic of Viotnari1, h2,:s been orga.nizod to obtain a high degree of mobili ,cy 

perrni tting rapid rnovement to e:::J.:iloi t the t:· .. ctical situation. Most of -t~ ese 

brigades have a seperate Cav2,lry 'n'oop att2,c:1ed. In keeping with the light 

concept the ccwalry troops do not l1a.ve the tank section noi1:1c:lly orc;,rnio to 

::..rmored Section. The deletion of the t2,I1.l: section robs t).1e cavalry-r:.en of 

uucl1 of their fire power, 2,nd in an effort to regain the larc;e bo1:e fire­

power the m::e of tr.::~ck mounted lO6r.m1 rocoiless rifle has become ,~.cite 

cor:1rno:1.. 

(2) Evaluation: The uoc of tho 106mm recoiles,:; rifle allow,s t:10 

armored ce,valry to assume a more aggressive posture in ;]a.ri.y difficult 

si tus.tions. 

(3) Recora.men(ations: The adapt2tion of the 106mm recoiless rifle 

to the MlO6al mortar c2,rrier is fairly sir.1:9J.e and requires only the 

2,dcli tion of two ( 2) bolt holes in ti1e top decl<2 of the trac1
~. The M:1O61:..l 

mortar carrier ,.,2,.s chosen for two (2) reasons. The cc:r{sO 11.atch is nuch 

larger than tl12t of the Hll3Al and this allows t:1.e loader the necessary 

room to maneuver the large 1O6rilJD. round o.uring loading. Second t~1e interior 

of tl1is vehicle lends itself well to -c.,10 sto:r2,ge of the 106mm ar:1.rm.1.nition. 

The w0a:1on itself needs only slight el teration to its normal 

mount to allow it to be fitted. to tl10 MlO6Al. All of the alteratio::1 

necosr:;a.ry can be accomplished at tlie direct support r.iaintenanoe level and 

any items necessariJ to effect the ad.aptation c.,m be fabricate::;. at tl12.t level. 

.. - . ,.. . ,-L.£1 ,:- . ;, , 7 .. IL:). / 
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The employmont of this weapon is limited by sevcrd focto:rs. 

Fi.rs·b, -cho ve},j_cle is only lightJ.y ar;:10rec:. E'.nd is 02.,sily penetrated 'by any 

Heaiion 12,rger tl1c.=m snall arLrn. Seco:adly, this vehicle is 2, prL:e tarcet 

2210_ should 1Je emj;:ilo;ired s.s a sup;,:,ort olernent r2, tl1or tl,.an 2,,3 an assual-i; 

vehicle. When advancing the enemy tho vel1icle should be held in :2eserve or 

just '0el1ind the 26.vancing APC 1 s. This gives a degree of protectio:1 to tlrn 

vehicle and per:·1i ts na:~irnvm deliv0ry of fire:po,rnr. Due to the ., 1 :, ac~Ci.. GCL 

weight of the ammunition e.nc1 iIGapon the track is vulne:c.::.ble to t1i:10s vhicl1 

might not effect the otl1Gr lighter vehicles. 
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