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DIP.AJlTt,'ENT <'P TI-B J.Rtl 
JDDr.lUAM'IIS, 9TH IIFINTRt DMSinN ARTILLDY 

· APO s,n Fnncilco qt,370 

1 Novmber 1961-? 

SUBJJCT: O.ratic,nal Retiort. ot 9th rnt,-ntry t'li'li@tinn jrtille!'l' tor Period 
lnding 31 ('ctober 1%l', RCS C~FC'R-65 (R1) (U) 

Ccananding General 
9th Int,nt17 Division 
l'l'TI: JVDE-191 . 
APO Sm- Francisco ,6370 

Comandi~ General 
un::.tect States Army Vietnam 
ATTN: ~.VlfJC-DST 
APO San Francisco 96375 • 

C01:1!181lding General 
United States Army Pacific 
ATTN: G:POP-DT 
APO gan Francisco 96558 

1. Section 11 Operations;. Signitic~nt fctirtties 

a. (C) Introduction. During th re9'1orting ,:,eriod, the 9th Infant~r 
Division .t:rtillery ~rtici""8ted in four rr.a 1or onerP.tions -.tiile ""roviding co,~bP.t 
sunnort in DWH 'l'lONG, U't'G I.N, GO C~l!G, l<I€f)T H<'A, r.IEN PHOtU, 1<nN TUClNG, VWH 
EirH, t/INH LC~'G, GIA DUTH, HAU t.'GHIA. :PH('t'.iG DWH, CHlJOi,U THIEN, r.n~ GIA?IU, 11nd 
BIE~ frOA Prorinces. The 9t~ In!•$", Divit'lion's T1.1cticrl Area of Interef1t (T~OI, 
is extremel.v large llnd this fact, couoled. vi.th the enemy'" tactic of <i.isner~ing 
his fotces \o avoid decisive conte.ct, rruired the Divbion to continue decen­
tralised o'Oeratione. A.ltbCN,rh the bri~adH ,iel~om o".lerAted in clOP.e coordination 
\'ith each other, they con~ucted coorr.'ln,ted o'l'lfJrPtinns in their TltOis witb "1'111 
of i11etnam (I.Ir.TN), Red,onal Torcett (r.F), ~nd Po"!U.1.ar rorcr-111 ('PF'). In order to 
nrovide adequate 8U"'ll)Ort for the !'irlttion'"' d1s-,,ersed o1'Jeratione, the unite of 
the 9th Divieion .Artillery were loceted in fiN ttu-n,rt bases of oel"Dll!.l'.ent cir 
semi-l)ennanent nature (See Incloaure 1); h011ner, from thee• locations they ~is­
naced frequently to provide support. Tm dbnereiion P-nd decentralleati,,n of 
the D1v1eicn1a o-pvaticu forced the artUl•'l"1 to degrade ite ca,-bility for 
massin« tires. Ueully, intantr, batttlion-etbed aoerati-,na WN su.,-ported with 
a miniaum of oue lifd\t and cine lllldiua battel'7. t.fhen a • .1or contact with the 
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enemy wes· ecl,ieved, li!t:ldition,,l ·batterlei:; .,,ere broup:ht to beAr ·phenever N>so.iHe. 
Untort;unatel~•, it Wl!S ~h't!!~·s difficult. i>nd sometimes iM"O!"~ible, to bring ad­
ditior.rl ertiller:, ir.to ,,~,r becPu!'e of t~e rlPnr,erotu!I Pituttjon inrerent in 
stri,;min~ unenvai?ed mtneuver units of im"lediatel:v rvti.ilable e.rtiller:· sur.>t>ort. 
The lack of e.dequete h.vid~es end t.t c re,.,ui rement for. en~ineer Mine cleering 
su,,,iort on mm;v rOl\ds further co1 .. · ·l ... ;a.t.::d tliis ,iroblem. B~cause eirmobile 
movements, ur.der otJ~er thPn emerr,enc~.- condition"', must be requested e. day in 

. adv,nce of the·.m011ement, it wr-s nece•~iir~· to nvii,e cPreful 1'1'3"'essments PS to 
whicn maneuver battalion ()T)erations were· most 1 i.v.el;r t" pchieve nw ior contact 
with the enenw. A further rifficult:r b created bJ· tre freouent. last minute 
changes of airmobile battalion areas of o,.,er~tions b~sed on ls.te r1evelo1'in~ 
intelligence. Sometimes referred to es ":iittertu.gginp.-" oneraU<'lns, tris vel­
uable infrntry t~ctic creetes signific~nt ryrobl~ms for the artillery comr.iander. 
As discussed 1':elow, the cover~Pe riroblem we~ ,iarUcular? difficult in the :,n~ 
and 3rd Erigade areas. 

b. (C) Operations. Con.firmed ~rrget PSfes-mer1ts, nll!"!ber of lilissions, encl 
rounds fired is ~t Incloeure 3 in t.!'bulated foI'I!l.at. Because vf the deceritrP.1-
ized nature of the Division's oneretions, the follm-d.ng rliscu!"$ion of tl0 e 9tt, 
rivision l.rtillery's ooeratiomi is keyed to the activitie~ of eact- of its brt­
talions. 

(1) 2nd Fls.ttalion, l.ith .Artillery 

(a) General. Thro'l).ghout the reoortinfT nerioc', the ::'nd Erttalion, L,tJ, Ar­
tillery WM in direct supnort of the 1st Brifede in C:""er;,tion '!'O~r1 TF,'!m II. 
O~eratin~ in I.on'l fn Province, the BrigP.re 1 ~ missir,n vP" to con9uct stdh~ 
onerations ag~.inst the enem:,, lloc:: .ill2_ior infiltra.tfon r011tes·; '1rovide road, 
bridge, ll.nd convoy security rlong Hir-hwa:· l, fnd ove:n··atcr. the Seigon end Nha 
Be rocket belts south of S2ie:on. T!"e F:d.~ede' ~ o""erc>tions ·;rere c1!sre.cteri7ec' 
;)~ (lail;,1 stri;~e oneretion~ utiliw~nr eirmobile A .. sset• to conduct reconn,c,i_~c:pnce­
in-force oner~tions, ee,~le f]i~rbt~, ccrr.C'Y\ ~nc cerrcr., "'Ilp.checkerl::oPrd o.jer­
e.tions "'long infiltr~tio.r. t'out,1"" or in the vidnity o-' inte:'..}igence·t-".,.,"ets. 
The -2nd Battalior., l:th Art. i.l'l.er:; sun,.,orted the!':'e o,...,er:-tions fr,)m nerm"'nent 
bas~s at ; I~H PPUC'C, .TH1 TRU, :- : · '/~GP <:Ir;:N snn,,Jer.r.ent.e::l r::.0 freouent moves tn 
teml;)OrPry fire su":'l..,C'Tt b?ses. Lew. /Jr; .:.>ro•cince. h, s tr.e beL,t )"Cle,' ,,ttwor~· j_r, 

tre t'ivision 1s T.~0I r-nd, therefore, 2irmobile mrwernent of t.}·e j.irintz units wi=-.R 

relPtivel;v infrequent. B~.ttery f. (1551Tlm SP), 1"'t Bett;,lion, eL,th Artiller;•, 
conti.nued with the mi!!"Pion of reinforcina the fires of t re ?nd F:.tt.P.1i0n, f.th · 
Artillery. Add.ti,-,n;,11.~, .II T<'i!>lcl force ,, tiller:· .,oeitiClned .from two to four 
firing b~tteries in or nP.rr Lt:m~ i'n Province ,du- the mission of r.enerRl Sun­
:>Ort ~inforcinR (G.':R) tlie ·9th Div.i.ci,:-,n .i'rtillerv. ~he relPtivel~· rood roPd 
network, the reinforcing 155nm SP bPttet·r. ·t.r:e :7~ne-r;,11~-· ov~l :o~'fiiurFtion of 
tor.? /\n Province·, P.nd tl•e >1.ositioninQ'. of n0n.,.divi7bntl ntillenr in its ,:.rea 
1rovided the 1st.Brig,cde wit!': the l,;,c:t artil1ery coverage in the L:.vbion's 
r:r.r. During the fir~t h8lf of th:, ?Jerioct, tre Brigade continued to llhve 
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mccellent auccess rith its 111'1,le on11 encirclement tactic. '!ncirclement o-c,er­
ll.Uons durin,. August snd e,rl,v Se"Jtember netted ~ totrl or 3.32 ~re killed, 56 
P(Ws, and Jar~ numbers of' inrivid'lll'l ~nd crew served weat>Ons. Jrtillery 
p:La,ed a mr..jor role in the destruction of the enemy within the encirclements. 
The snecial m-ocedures which the -"l'tillery em,-,loyed in these oi,erations are 
d:lacussed 1n Section ,, mre.~nh 2b(1). ,q the oeriod drew to a close it 
boci;me &'D'!"Jrent th.et the enem,v had f'rPpiente~ tiis :forces 1:1.nd nrob11.bly was oo,er­
rt,ing onl.v with units of ,.,111t,..on sbe or smeller. 

(b) Otieration TCl~~TONE. On 18 October, P.,tteey B~ ?.nd Batt2lion, L-th 
Artillery, minus two tubes, dis,-,J.tced b:,· CP-L-7 helico'lter to tt.e PLAIN OF 
RE~DS in the vicinity of erid XS 33£848. It was nlJinned that el.:.ments of an 
air inserted infRntey battalion and tbe artillery would react to targets lo­
cated by two .ANl'PPS-5· radars orerating from 50 foot towers. Unfortunately, on 
the morning of' 19 October before the ooere.tion was in full stride, the Divi'3ion 
was warned that a severe tronical storm would move into the area in the late 
afternoon. Because tbe Ares.· of 01'8rations (AO) we.s subject to flooding, it 
was decided to extract all elements immediately. .Hl heavy lift helicopters 
flVaila.ble to the Division were em~lo~•ed; with the l.li.st sorties of the extrac­
tion operating in merginal flying weather. 't'he im'OOrte.nce of considering 
weather in t'll.s.nning airmobile ooera.tions wa.s clearly illustr11ted. Becrnse of 
this diverdon of assets to the 1st Brigade on 19 nctobar, followoo by two 
days of no air assets due to weather, other "l?nned ertillery moves were de­
layed. A medium battery (-) And a lif?ht battery were str~nded in positions 
which could be left only by eirmobile movement, resulting in three full d2.ys 
of significPntly reduced sun-,ort for the 3rd f!rig1"c:1e 1s operations in r·inh 
Tuong Province. 

( ?.) 1st Ba~t-.~l:i,9P.~-1J.tJ;i .. A.rti.:1).er;y 

(a) Genera.I. ThA 1et PPtt.~li.on, ~'1ti, Art,i.11ery r--u•••,orted the Jrcl Erigade 
in ooe1·at:ions TRUCMG CClni DHW, QUYE1' CHH:!1, nld ·I'0AN TPn'G II. Ooeration 
T:'?UONG CONG DIMH terrni?1P.ted on 3 Au/1list rnd tbe Erigede moved into OnerAtion 
· 11JYET CHIEN. In tl-is oneration the Brjp-rde I s TJ\OI increased to include e.11 of 
Dinh '!'uoJlP' end Go Cong Provinces. Its missions were genera.Uy to destroy VC/ 
i'-lV~ c?oabilities by meinteining CCln~tllnt Tlref'sure on ~'ain Force VC units, 
striking into b~M Pret>s ~nd interdictin,r. inf'i.ltrt1tinn routes. /ldditiondly, 
the Brigs.de to"k oort in Or>er,.tion 'fOt1rr THfti.lU II from ?O ~u~st throu.e;h 11 
Sentember. The· Brigec'e's .ni.,, .. ion~ c'urini;? this neriod were to seek out ~nd 
ciestroy VC unit.s in Long .An Province -i,•hich were 0re~ring for ,in offensive 
a,,;ainst Saigon. 1'hepe vAried mis"'ions, cou,,led with the vP.~t area of the TM~T, 
made the fire sut)")ort mission extremely difficult. To I" fpr ~,i:iter extent 
than in Iong fln, the C0111l¥nding Officer of the .3rd Brigade was required t,.., 1)1:m 
r:is operations in close coordiruit.i.on with his direct su-onort .cart.illery coJ'DlllPnrl­
er to insure adeQuate fire sutmort. ~foreover, the use of temoorny fire bP.ses, 
~ ,..,_111nutly in i""o]at.ed are~.s, required the Brig11de to nrovide infPntry for 
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security, fur~her limiting the Erip.a~e's ca"l&bilities. The batteries fre­
quently ooerRted as tar es 50 ki101neters ,~rt. It was elso necesPa~, to 
111'lit t.he tiring batteries often ,nd for relstively extended nerioda in order 
to ~• 11.dequate covers~ for the m11neuver elements. Battery E, 1st Bat­
tR11on, Aith Artillery, was G~~ to the 1st Bittelion, 11th Artillery and was 
ot gNat &HiAtance in nrovidin.v cqvere,re. <nee again the ttroblem of distance 
•• encountered 11nd tMs b,,tter,r ,,,pf! rer,u.i.red to ooer11te in 11. snlit corifi,.ur­
e.tion tor the ma.1ority of the r,erioc!. The ro,,d networ1~ in the "rel'ltern TJ.C'l is 
.xtremeq li.Jnited 'ldth only one ~.1or rmtrl ertending e11!t to west nnn none north 
1.nd south. Alt1'ough tMa rottd is beavily de"9nded u-,,on by the ertilleey, the 
1st Battalion, 11th ~rtilleryv,s required to airlift elements into firing "'o-
1ttione IIOl'e then any other battalion. In afdition to these oroblems, the 
battPlion is uew..U.v reo.uired to nrovide one b~ttery in defense of the Division 
baae cuap. Des,,ite lihese obstacles, the ht &tt;,lion, 11th Artillery nrovided 
adequate tire aup,,ort to the 3rd Brigr.de durine the 1'8riod. The most si,nifi­
c,int a<:tior occured on 4 October when Brigede elements engaged the VC ?61 P 
tlain :Foroe Battalion. The contact termineted on 6 October end resulted in 120 
~,c KIA, eip:ht Hoi Chti.rihs, and le.rge quantities of suo'llies ,ind equiment. Y'ur­
in, the remainder of the neriod the enemy generall~ ke-at his forces disoersed 
and avoided contact. 

(b) R~organi,iation. The 1st IlE!tt~lion, 11th Artillery was orgenized on 
1, October 1968 under t.re Riverine ,~rtillery l~OE. Thu ~OE assumes operations 
exoluaive,ly tran gun b(lrges, therefore it is extremely- austere. The riverine 
T(E elim1.Jvl.tes personnel, including vehicle JNiintenance, countermort,.r rRder, 
and ccaaunicetion -personnel. fhe BrigRde's TAO! in Dinh Tuong and ~o Conr. 
Provinces require~ moDtl~' roe,d c1nd rirlift movements ri:ther then l-rater move­
ments. In order to supoort effectively the maneuver elements the battalion has 
reque,.ted e.uthorizeition tc retE-in the H:/t.1?':!-L radar end l;)q~iJJnent required for 
overl.end movement i,endir.g revision of its Tf'E. f'. or0~10Red revision of the 
Riverine Artillery ?'TOE is currently unde,. nreDPTetion~ Jiowever, it al.'lner.rs 
certain tmit other battrlions in Ue Division f.rtiller~· will be re,.,uired to 
absorb sane of tte s~.ce cuts to a.llow the 1""t B~tt~Jion, ,~tr. /lrtillery f,uf-
fic1ent personnel for its DS mi""~on. · 

(a) C'!enerel. 'rhe 3rd B~tt.111ion, 3/tli J.rtillery i~ tt>e artillery com.,,onent 
of the J.ifobile Riverine Force ('mF). r,..,er~ting from gun b11rges, LCV-1-ts, Pncl 
uind baaed r.,osition~, it wtis in c'irert sun--ort of the 2nd Bri,-.11de, the inf11n­
t17 canl')()nent of the ''RF. On 3 August <'ner@tion ·rr·ur~rr. COi\'G DWH teridnrted 
encl. the :::'nd Brigac'e 1".larticine.ted in (l,..9r;-tion ')UYET CHIEN throup.hout the re­
mainder of the neriod. f>t~rting in U-,e lower ~-:ekorw. Deltl'. in ePrly fugust, 
the Brigade conducted ooerl'tions in the U l'.WH FOREST. from there they moved 
to the AP EAC area and B/'SE Aff~A l 70. frOJTl 1l, fleptembet' to dtte, it conducted 
,.,:>eratious with Fien Hoa Province as its TIOI. The Brigade's m:i.ssion c'urin, 
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the entire period was tour .. f old: 

1• Destroy ,re ain P.nd loctil force ottendve cambili.t~r 

i• Destr~ enemy trf!inin~ 11nd renllcement Activities 

l• Deny the enemy refuge in nreviously safe areas 

A· Deny the enemy access to major po"'1letion centers 

Supported by its barge mounted ris ertillerr battalion, the Navy's Task Force 
117, and air assault assets, the Brigai.de used be8.ch t.nd air assaults to in­
sert its water based troops in the accOlllJ)lishment cf its mission.. However, 
during September am tictober, th'! enemy dispersed and fra~ented his forces 
preventing decisive engagement. 

(b) The n THP.NH Cempaign. During the 'tleriod 1 to 8 lugust, t"le mF con­
ducted operatioAS in Chue.ng Thi.en Province. These OT.)eretions were the deeryest 
penetration of the Delta by U.S. forces to dEt.te. In supoort, the Jd Battalion, 
34th .~rtillery deployed two of its organic b~tteries by barge, an attached 8 
inch platoon by LCM-8s, and its other_ organic battar,r plus an attached medium 
battery br,· air. The campe.i~ netted 2t9 ~,c J<IA, 18 Pl'lls, 27~ small arm~, 2L 
machine guns, one 12Cimn morter, one 75mm ne.ck howit?.er, one 106mm recoilless 
rifle, and 832 ~rena.des. tt the conclueion of the cem-paiim, on the night of$ 
1~U-'?Ust, the we.terborne convoy was ret,eP.tedl~.,- 11mbushed. The convoy's last ser­
ial w~s CCID'l)OSed of the artillery elements. Having heard re!)Orts of the am­
bushing of the eerlier serb.ls, the artillerymen were fully r.,repered 2.s they 
approached the ambush sites. Unf.>rturui.tely, the eilf'!mr positioned his ambushes 
in populated areas. T.'hen the ertillery seric.l wss • ttacked, it returned the 
enemy's fire with .50 cal. mP.chine guns ~.nd 105mm ·oeehive rnd white "'hosnhor­
ous ammunition. Many civilian c~st.Utlties reeulted from the fire of the artil­
lery and the e2.rlier serie.ls. In order to minimize civiliPn casu.dties, while 
~etaining the right of self defense, strict fire discinline is essential. Pre­
sented below ~re the at>plicsble nortions of the 3rd B~ttP.lion, JJth !.rtiller~;' s 
uolicy letter on Rules of En~P~ement, d11ted 1? /ugust 1968: 

"5. (C) Direct Fire Procedures. It must be :remembered ,t dl times that 
this battalion snd aeeoci,.td units em'Oloy direct fire for the purpose of 
nreserving the inteprity of the unit, only. Our objective is to suo'"lress 
enemy fires to r.,ermit. ~sssge through waterways. 

a. .::t_ is e- furu1•m,ptal rule tbat no direct fire of amr tm will be 
emplo:yeg wl.thout .. »!Jl'llillion ot u, S-J or.§n Cgl£ unless the senior person 
on the bMt has DIP the conscious judgment that there is a cleer c>nd im­
mediate threat aw time does not -permit seeking approval. 
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b. All fire will be aimed fire ~11.inst s,:,ecitied t11raet1 a1 directed 
b7 the senior oereon in t~ .\rea. St-.ort bursts ot dad tire haYe a .l!,reat­
er 1u.-111ve effect thlln large ~uantities of area fire end retult in tar 
f9NV civilian caewtlties. ~,o ~nner will onen .fire until the Nm.OJ" "91'• 
eon in the area iderttifiefl! the t11.rget nad t'irectfl! the gunner to oNn L.re. 

c. H'igh anlosive ,a.nd white r,hosohorous howit•r ammunition, will not 
be uHd withOllt uolicit authority of Pn Cmdr or S-3~ M-79 grenades will 
be u ... with care to insure that fiN 18 directed. againat soecific targets 
~. One an ehould be de1il'D8ted as arenadier and ehould be under the 
direct control of the senior ,:,eraon on the boat. 

d. Within the above guidance, the following will apnl.J wher. return­
ing tire: 

(1) When receiving li~ht and sporadic aall aru tire it is a reneral 
nl.e that pereonnel will seek cover and no fire will be returned. 

· (2) When receiving concentrated small arms and/ot: autaaatic weaoons 
fire which threatens severe casualties or dEJllllre, ,n &i,prroPJ'iate return 
·wou1ct be automatic weapons fire fran the unit receiving the enemy fire. 
Thie fire.would be delivered under conditions set forth above. 

(l) ?hen recei vi.ng rocket am I or recoilless fire e.n appropriate re­
turn wOIU.d be a limited number of beehive rounds (generally not more then 
3) and automatic l>reaoons firP. delivered froin the element receiving tire. 
This tire would be delivered under conditions set forth above. 

e. It is emnhesized that onbr elements under Attr.;.~ will return fire. 
In no case will other elements ocen" sunores~ive fire unless a11,ainst clearly 
identified targets." 

(c) MTl'lE 6-156G end 6-157Gj, USARP~C 2/6~ (Riverine). It became increas­
ingly clear during the renortinv, oerioci th~t the Rive~ine Artillery TCE was 
ill-conceived. The ~limin~tion of vehicle~ P.nd other suoport elements deDrives 
the battalion of an overlend movement ca01bilitr. Barp;e mounted artillery- is 
certainly necessary if the bo!!tt, lion i~ to orovide edequate suDt>C>rt. in mr.ny 
part.ii of the telta. However, the w.--ter mobile cat'!'bility shou~ not be orovidea 
at the ex-pense of a total loss of road mobility. ftdditionally, the riverine 
TC'm deletes the countermorter radar ce.pabilit~·• This reduction .in capability 
is unwise, particularly in e. counterin~urgency environment. The battalion has 
retdned its AN/M~-4 ra~ar ,nd enough of its original issue of vehicl~s to 
maintain a capability for land movement of one battery. However, the lack of 
authority tor supporting persoMel (mechanic,, drivers, and radar operators) 
,:onstitutes a serious oroblem. Hthou~h it is highly unlikely that addition.:.! 
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spaces can be obtained <'ue to oersonnel ceilings in '!ietnam, a revised MTOE 
is being 'Onlllred. 

(4) 1 kttalip,n, Z~l' 01w~· Thi-. battalion, ,111sitned to 54th 
f.rt.ill.e1'70UJ) r.nd attached tohnfe.ntry "ivhion for admin.i.etntion and 
logistics, performs a General Su'l)'OOl"t miHion to lRVN elements in IV Coroi, 
T11ctical Zone. Th~ battalion is wider the ~ratiorull Control ot the Senior 
fdvisor, IV Coroe Taci..ice.l '7.one. Its firing batteries are normally loceted 
in Phong Dinh and Vint. Long Provinces in su~ort of the 9th ~.nd '1st ft.RVN 
Divisions, a considerable- distanct· from Division Artillery. The battalion 
draws supplies from a local su~l-1 agency in C11.n Tho, but requisitions for 
replacement items and personnel Mtters are handled through the 9th Division 
Artillery. The battalion has participated in several operations, successfully 
reinforcing the fires of the artillery of both divisions. 

(5) 1st Battalion, 84th .Artillery 

(a) General. The 1st Battalion, 84th Artillery provides C'.eneral Surmort 
to the Division. Firing elements of the battalion were General Supriort Re­
inforclng or Reinforcing to the direct supt"tort battalions during the ent.ire 
period. Employed in this manner the firing batteries participated in ell 
Bivision onerations and ~rovided invaluable &ugmente.tion to the fires cf the 
light battalions. Due to tacticl!l nE:ce!=:dty, E£tteries B, ", and D onerated 
in a split configuration anproximatelr seventy-fiv~ percent of the time. The 
most significant problems racing this battalic-n are administrative control and 
resuf'lply. No 1'ul1y satisfactory solution hRs been develo·.ied for these oroblems 
because of distances and varied modes of movement. 

(b) Direct Su"port Mhsion. The 1st Be.ttalion, 84th r.rtillery, the Di­
vision• s neneral Suprort artillery, is unique in that it dso oej•forms a direct 
sunport role in thn Division base camp clefense. The commander of Division ~up­
port Commem {DISC(1M) has resronsibility for onerations in }.0 t-UDZU. This M) 
encircles the Division be~e ce~n for 0 ever,1 ~ilometers. In order to accom­
,.,lish the mission, one inf11ntr,-· bat♦ 1.1ion is under the o'Oerationel control of 
DISCC!-! at all times. Hre euo~ort is Tlrovided by a mi nimtnn of one battery of 
105mm howitzers from one of th€ DS bnttalions 'lrd b~• infantry mortars locA.ted 
in and around the base camp. Fire supTlort coordination thr.oughout the AO is 
performed by the 1st Battalion, 84th Artillery, which controls t1.nd coordinates 
all fires in defense of the base eu1p, to include countermortar fire and fire 
for offensive ooerations of the infantry battdion in AO Yudzu. In ll.<idition, 
the batte.lion is responsible for the Air Warning Control Center at DONG TAM 
which includes all of Dinh Tuon~ an:l i,arte of !aen Hoa and Go Cong Provinces. 
Tna success or the operation was shown by a signitiCP.nt reduction of morter 
attacks ll.m other enen,y initiated incidents in the f O during the period. 
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b. (CJ Organisatiop. 

(1) /1 of the end of the reoorting -oeriod, the artiller-y organize.tion 
tor caitbat, location or heact~uartere of the artillery, and mi1don aHign­
naent -~! &S 1\>llCMS: 

Divhicn .'..rtillery 

Btry A, 5th Bn, 42d .Arty 

Btry C1 5th El"., 42d J'.rty 

6th Bn, 77th Arty 

':?d Bn, 4th Arty 

Btry A, 1st Bn, 84th Arty 

LOCf'T'IOil 

XS l·1A3 

XS 556; 

x.s 8271 

\IS 8310 

XS 5565 

XS 5470 

Btry D, 1st Bn, 8L.th 1~rty (?T) XS 6663 

tst an, 11th >rty 

Btry B, 1st Bn, 84th !'.rty_ 

XS 4143 

Y.S :"!650 

Btey_ D, 1st Bn, 8Lth .\rty ( 2T) Y..S 2650 

3d Bn, JL,th Arty 

Btry C, 1st Bn, 84tr. /lrty (3'1') 'X"S 5132 

Btry C, 1st Bn, ~Lth lirt? (3T: "S 4735 

1st Bn, 8,4t.ti t-rty XS 4143 

GSR, 9th Div Jrty 
(Priority to 2d Bn, 4th Arty) 

G~!?, 9th Div Arty 
(Priority to 2d Bn, 4th Arty) 

GS, IV Corps Arty 

DS, 1st Brige.de 

GSR, 2d Bn, 4th -~rty 

GS, 2d Bn, 4th Arty 

DS, 3rd Brigade 

Gm, 1st Bn, 11th i:rty 

GSR, 1st Bn, 11th \rty 

D5 2nd Brigade 

GSR, Jd Bn, 3.[.tl: .::rty 

GSR, Jd Bn, 34th Arty 

GS, 9th Inf Div 

(2) /.ttachect e.t Inclosu~e 2 is a roster of Comn-~nders of the Artillery. 

c. (C) Personnel and /'..dmiaistration. 

(1) The enlisted personnel strer.,gth situation in Division Artillery was 
~enera.lly gooJ (~ee b below). These figures however clo not show the serious 
shortal?'ti1S in \;ertain critical fra.des r.nd H)S. The grade struc·ture was also 

?:-i ously out of ~ala.nee (See 3 telow). f<e;i: ~•co ,:,ositions were filled b;v 
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persOMel of lower ,rr,de than that Authorized. In other t>Ositions, i.e., 
coc,ks, mechen1ca, etc., nositione were filled by uie-i~ing oel'9onnel out of 
their MOO with denemence on •n OJT orogrND to train them. These metboda were 
required to cont.inue miesion acc011mlbhllent without serious degradation to 
unit efficiency Eind oroficiency. in ICIIIB ca1ea. 

(2) PersOMel strength (ay_erage for.~~): 

M1l!! .tSSIG~"ED 

(a) Officer 246 218 

{b) Enlisted 2564 2577 

(3) CrUical Grade & MOO shortages: 

.. t.UTH ASSIGNSD -
(a) Officer 

1· Captain 85 61 

1- Lieutenant 132 140 

(b) Enlisted. 

1· lSG 22 1l-

~- Mess SGT 28 16 

l- Sup".'ly SGT 33 17 

A· Section Chief (13B40) 114 L.9 

d. (C) Intelligence. The Division Artillery co~tinued to emnloy its 
AN/TPS-25 radar throughout the TAOI. '!'he radflr, eleve.ted 5C f1:;et on portable 
AB 216 Signal Tower sections remains the mo~t productive target acquisition 
means in the Division. This rada.r averages between Li0-80 sightings per night 
or operation. To fully exploit t-he ca~bility of engaging these potential 
targets, a control group.fran the Division trtillery O'Oerations section accom­
panies the radar. This control group consists of one officer, one NCO and four 
enlisted men. They are equipped with sufficient cClllllllunicrtions and equi ~ent 
to plot the targets, obtain neceeeaey clearances, and pass the tttrgets to ~.r­
tillery units desi'-"8tecl to sup'!-'IOrt the radar. Beoause of the results tlb­
•l'li.ned with the JIJJl!'PS-25 and two similarly- employed AN/TPS-33 r~dars, end the 
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difficulties encountered by r:tvision with the ot1eretio:i end m,intenance of the 
infantry's PPS-5 raders, U.e rivi.sion Artillery was required to hand receiot 
all FS-5 radare within the f'ivision. Division Artjlleey e.1,-0 &S!'IUtJec.i res'!)On­
aibility for pacing them in and o,lt of mainteMnce .-nd delivering them t('I the 
infantry crews ~t the sites. In order to obtain centralized control and to 
CO'PI with the problems encountered in meintc:n11nee 1n the mover..ent · et 
the radt.rs it was necessary to aopoint a Division Artillery field gr~de officer 
l'-8 the Division Radar Officer. Close lie.ison was established t:xi maintained 
with tec?mi.cal support agencies to insur'! that radars were non-operational fc,r 
maintenanc~ as briefly and infrequently as possible. Fre~uent assist~nce wes 
obtained .from technically auali.t'ied Department of the Army Civilians. Zxpe:r­
ience has shown however, that even with the intensified mainter.,:nce effort 1, 

the ex:l)eetecl operational rtte for the 1'.r/T~-33 and PPS-5 radar is apr.:i:-axi:inate­
ly sixty percent. An effort is now being made to increase the effectj reness of 
operators and mechanics in 1st and 2nd echelon mdntenance. This effort will 
be cODLtented on in the next re'Dort. The rs.dare and their towers were mcived in 
response to the tacticd situation and it becE.Jl18 apoarent that, from bot,h e. 
maintenance and operational vie'W?)Oint, ?"ads.rs should displace by air. Results 
"btained from the progrrun are illustr-::ted in the following table: 

~ 

f.N/TPS-25 

.~N/TPS-JJ 

AN/P'.'S-5 

TCYI't,L 

NlflJ3~R OF 
n.r.Dtas 

2 

r.: ., 

§IGHTL1GS 

L4'?1 

2.420 

1529 

?370 

SIG~IZ F!ED 

1932 

650 

5") ·.""' 

:11 G~, 

l•!ost of the 5205 sj !O'.h\i;·.:.:~ net firr;d wer,, either in 1:,0·,,ulated R.rePs o:. deni.ec 
clear,;.nce by U.'.:., :~S.'.!N, or . , , a,~e,.cies. :1 ccaf'ior:;,lly, targets ,,,ere nor, 
fired in order to stril~e c~em,. h 1o ·:~ocre. F:rc·· ((~isc0.1ssed fr the Test r~nor"':.) 
or to avoid disclosir:g a nlanned .. ~jp;:11;: onereU0n. 

e. (ll) Training. 

(1) i1a.dRr. In addition to its resnonsi'bility for maintenance and deliv­
ery of ground surveillance radar, the ~ivision :_rtillery also WPS charged with 
the task of trt.ining the radar crews, rr;::ny of which were unqualified to use 
their radars effectively. .\ training prog:::-e..11 was instituted under the su:c,er­
vision of the T.livision Arti ller~· S-~. 7he few qualified operetors evaiJ.able 
were used to provide unq:ia lif:i 2d personnel with on-the-;lob t raini!'lg. '11,'?n P 

modiclJ!!l of skill vas achieved, tr~inees were tested during daylight hours with 
·aerial ·observers confirming their sightil,f.'S of friendly ')8trols, workers, and 

'n 
fa)NRDENTIAl.l 

~ ..... 



l 
I 
\ 

AVl>WO 1 N'anmber 1 ~ 
~UBJECT: o.:,.rational aepc,rt ot 9th Intantrr DiTiaion Artillery ror Period 

.Ending .31 _October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 {~1) {U) 

water buttaloa. Intensive on-the-.1ob tnining and onerator aintenMce was 
also conducted. Scae imorovements resulted; howe'V'er, Diri.111.on Artillery was 
charged with the trainµlg of the crews, but not their ooer~tione, so effective 
follow-through wa■ difficult. 

(2) Chronogaph. During October, two enlisted men were trained i•~ the 
operation of the newl,v-recej.ved Vi-36 radar cl-.ronogra"h• .'-'dditiOnP.l ne:rsonnel 
were given on-the-.1ob training to insure a future eu'O'>ly o1 ,,ualified oner­
ators. 

(3) Duri~ the oeriod 28-.30 ~entembcr, e course on orge.inr.t1tione.l main­
tenance of FA.Df.C was conducted by civili~n tecrnic~l re~reeentatives for 
anprOJ)l'iate nersormel in the 9th Divi~ion Jrtillery. 

(4) Other tnining. Hl elements lorere e~e.~d in combP-t o,:,ere.tions 
throughout the fleriod., therefore unit trP..i.niJlR consisted nredanin11tely of on­
the-job tr,ining. (See nar~ c, Sertion 2) 

f. (U) Logistics.· None •. 

g. (U) Civic rction. The Division ~rt.illery chic ~ction l'.'rogr~m is 
sunanarized in tPbular fonn at !nclosure ~-

2. §ection 2, Lessons Leerned; Calll18ndet 1s 0bserv,tions 1 Evdll!'tions, and 
Recommendati~. 

a. (U) Personnel. None. 

b. (C) Operations. 

(1) (C) Encirclement Operations {"Pile ~~ 

(a) OESE1VnICN~ Extremely f'.ccur~te artilJer~· fire is required when 
firing in close support of encirclement O"Derations. 

(b) W/'LUTATION: New techniques were develo".'ed by the ?.nd Batta.lion, 
4th f.rtiller:,. Pr<'oerly uti.lized, these techniques min:i.mize the posslbilities 
of errors which coulcl result in friendly cesUAlties. Tht= techniques were 
developed thro~h firirut for 13 encircleJJlent operations. The tverev.e size 
of the encircled area WPS 600 by 700 meters. The techniques P.re de~cribed 
below: 

l• :Measuree taken to -~!>~.!l.9!,.l;~_fSSE-r!£Y.-Q!..1!res in .§BJ)'®rt of !J:!! 
P._ru:_i.rclement_~!lY!E.i. 

!· t:;um,ortine: b,itteries Pre ltid, or re-l.Pid, on lln ~~imuth to the 
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ap,,rax:inlate center of the art3l'. of conts ct to minir!tize 11.iming .,ost ( or col .• 
limator) dis~1a-~ement. 

b. ~UPDOrtin~ batteries ere repie:tered within nol"'Dllll trPns!er 1.i.Jnite 
ot the area of coniact 2nd the sheafs are chec~ed if time Pnd the situation 
permit. 

£• Careful, r.eliber~·te checks are J1U:1de st eP.ch -;ten in the determination, 
tranadssion, 200 aoolicAtion of firing data within the firing batteries. 

S• Only exnerienced observers of "lroven ability are ue:ed to ed.1ust fire 
into the encircled area • 

.!• T•'hen there is ~ ctioice of batteries to fire i.nto the encircle<:.' area, 
t~e selection is btsed unon consideration of r,~e ~robable errors rnd the 
rel&tionshic of run-target lines to trr@'et rnd trcon vrientation. fl~c~use of 
diaoersion considerations, ll bE.ttery is not fir':!d into -the encircled areEI if 
tlie tarP.;et is ner:r its mtximum r1>nge. 

,g. ptocedure for Pd.iustimi; artillery into the encircled enem.y !'IOsition: 

a. Positive comr-,unication is establi,hed with all forwsrd obF.ervers Pnd 
artilleey liaison officers with the su".'nortec mrneuver -forces. formally e. 
single JiM fre,,uency is used to coordinate and control all artillery firing 
into and adjacent to the encircled are~. 

b. The exact location of suo;7ort'"'d m!:'neuver force$ :i,,. determined. Dur­
ing daylight hours ranels, or occtsionc11ly smoke, are used to mark the flar::k2 
of eEtCh platc,on size element; P.t night. et robe lirhts are used • 

.i• If artillery has r."' '- ~-·,n c,djusted ryre'Jiousl;,· into the exact area 
during develoµner/, of tr.e encirclement, t~~ grid of the cent9r of tte encir­
cled area is normally s~nt, in the initi:>l fire req11est. J\ "J;,nger Close" wa,:,n­
ing is always ir.cluded i.n t"" ; fre :·cque,it. Cne ;nm, firin,g s~ell '<v?1 ite 
:phosnhorous to burst ?OC' met a.-s 1,ove t tie rrour,u, is :' ,rm~ l lT used. t,-:-, commence 
the ad,iustment. 

g. 1'.djustment is continued ,.,ith the 11·hite c1hosryhorous marking round 
until it is nrecisely above the center of tr.e encircled area. Ti1e Pir obser­
ver uses &Dproprif:tely located ,e-rounrt observt.rs to assist him in determinin~ 
the alignment of the markin,_1 round. 

!~ ! fter the me.rking round is ce,,ta::-eci, the cb~erv-er reoue..,ts th8.t the 
&d,1ust1n~ gu:1 ~fre ~>ne round, ~hell r.ir'.1 <>.xrilosin 11 0n the deck11, with fuze 
c'!elli.y, reu,y fuze actfon i,, ,·",J,: tc: ,.jri.i;,i?-e the frPgment1ctiori erfect should 
the round lane close to or -"I.,,mg ti,e s:..?-oryortecl. troons. T'!ie del.iiy-fur.ed t.,ro­
jectile1 s imn~ct will %ldorn te ,,;~::.:ile to the ,:1ir f'b"t3rver. Pe must rely c•r 
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viswu. or sound sensing trom ground observers to learn it the ehell imDaeted 
t.t a sate distanc:,e tram ell elements. Should the dela7-tuzed -pro,1ectile im­
tiact too close ~o a friendly •ttion, adjustment is continued with !use de .. 
lay until all obaenere renort a nf'e inmact. 

f... Once e. 1'ate deli.y fuze imoact is ,-cHeved (normally the initil.!l a'!lPy 
rua r-Ot:mrl) the air observer re~ue .. ts one , 11n, ®e '°ound, fuse i:t\lick. The fir 
observer can normally see the ilnnllct burst achieved rith fuze ""uick. Ad,1ust­
ment is continued, if neces~ary, to center the adjusti~g ~iece. 

&· The observer is now reAdy to bring in the romeining tubaR of the b,t­
tery. He requests P. bt!ttery one round, rirht by ryiece, by ,.,1ece e.t his c.om­
merxi, thus caus;.n.g eech oiece to fire individutlly. A closed she.at' is norDIF'l­
ly requested if the encircled area is uarticularly SJll.llll. The cbserver senses 
the impact of each round in relstion to tha l.tist round fired br the ad.justing 
gun. Individual oiece correctione may be mtde et this time but are selc om 
necessary. 

!:!• The battery is now trljusted into the ttrget aree- t>.nd L.12..V be further 
adjusted by the air obfierver or a m-ound observer to neutreli2e nr destro~, the 
enemy position. Ee.ch batte~• required to fire into the er,circleo areEi. is ad­
justed using the described -procedure. I, forwe.rd observer on the ~round may 
adjust a battery into the encircled area in cooroinetion with the other forward 
observers on the grouni around the circle., but the procei,s is mor3 time con­
suming and involves r-.. hiP.'her degree of risk to the supnorted fore!. 

!• Should a firing battery exhEius~ its su.,,.,1~ of the lot of am.'Tlunitfon 
t1.sed to canmence firing into the encirclement, the observer will be notified. 
T;,e observer will then give e.n a:owonriate correction :from th l.P.st rounds 
observed to br~ the center of :im,act nel!r the center ,,f the encircled arec>. 
One gun will then fire one round of the new lot 1\'ith fuze delay. If all 
grourxl observers reoort s. safe im1Je.ct, on~ round tdth fuze quick is fired. 
If the air observer senses this round near the center of the encircled e.rea, 
he will re(IUest a battery volley ar.d continue· the mission with the new lot. 

( c) REC(!il!'.AENDATIO!ll: Thf t these techniques be d.iseeminPted to· other 
organizations ud to appronrirte l.rtillery training agencies for informPtion 
and ~ossible utilization. 

(:2) (U) AirmClbile Artiller:, Firing P.l(ltf o:nns 

(11.) OBSERVN!'IC'M: ftirmobile ertiller;r firing nlatfonns ( 11 tlllddy nlP.tfonnf•") 
P..re aerod~,namic$>1ly un~teble when ,::irlifterl. 

(b) EVALUATior:: The light weight of the 'lleti'orm rehtive to the l!.rea 
'"'-r-esented to the wind cauaee the plfitform to oacill.Pte in flight r-nd to 11 rlOBt" 
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during descent. "n 2R Se,..,tember ,. ~ll'!ttorm severely damaged ~ CH-47 helicm,­
ter oauaing the "Pilot to .1ettison the nlatf onn. "he U~ht weight of the ~lat-­
form is a desi~ re~ture and should not be de,eraded because of t~i• difficult7. 
It ie believed that Elt rel,..tivel~· low air st,eeds the olAtform may be etable. 
HCIINYer, the 9th Inftntry Division has ado~ted the n.rocedures rec0111D1erded below 
to 1'1'9Clude &ccidents of thi~ tyue. 

(c) aEC0.4?~I•1)P.TJ('lt!: 't'~t tte 0le.tform be tr,ns'!'lortf'>d by CF-54 helico?'lter 
with an M102 howit1-er in nlace. As an alterm~.tive, and always for the ammun­
ition storage ulatforms, eighty rounds of ammunition &re lMded on the ulat­
torm to orovide added weight for neces~ar~" flight st~bHity, 

(.3) ( C) !',f terborne Artillery in Tide.l i\reas 

(a) <l3SERV.i\TION': Riverine artillery must often f!O into ,.,osition over 
extensive mud flats in ! ,;::,oort. of inf Pntry activities ir. ti1e cMtal tide lands 
and -Pl• 

(b) b"Vi~LUATION: t,cce!"S to nosition areas in these locations must be 
accanpliehed at high tice. A unit inserted under these conditions will be 
aground at low tide arx:I. will be immobilized until the next high tide, i O to 12 
hours later. 

(c} RECOM,Ermt.TION: Maneuver commanders must be a.ware of the constraints 
impoeed by tidal conditions and be pre!)S.red to adjust maneuver plans to fire 
support capabilities. The alternative, to retain mobility, is to await ade­
quate.tides for succe~sive onerations. 

(1) OB~~R'!.I TIO!';: '.1°· n_, rirJ-fire tralnir:g is required to atte.in peak nro­
ficiency in the servj ce c.,:_· He tiiece a.'1d in saf.;t;." dou::;1.e check procedures. 

(~) EVALU,\TIC•~Y: t lUou~h , : ,.; r.s '·•1>tt "":cies ,m,y handle m,m;i-c missions and 
fire hundreds of rounds dail:,..- c1u~ :...r.g cnmhat, their acctit't'•::y, s~fetr, snd speed 
do not improve beyond cert3.in limits beCE'use the b~.tter~• x~ ~.ncl chief of firing 
battery cannot interruot f1ring to crititJ.UF3 mlstakes on the soot. This ce.n be 
done only during lulls in firing, at "·Heh ti.me th 0 '-CO drills the bettery fo 
dry-fire miseions. The :.'O and c:·.ief of firing battery each observe a section 
closely through ~P✓~~ral.sets of firA commends ori~inated at the fire direction 
center; then, ~.fter co!'!~Anrinp "to tre rt~.::-r cif the '"li1;-::e, fi!ll in"~ they check 
the sip.ht picture And .?cr:urtcy of sett~ne of the ,:,t.L"r Mctions, The exsreii;e 
includes smnha!lis on the ""o~itj ve eYeC\ition of i!lcleoendent double cheeks. 
-~his trt..ining should be c:-1nr:uc~~::•,: ,·ip.orousl;tr, for not more thflt1 JO n:inutes at 
each reriod. The ol.•.,t,~t.i.ve i..s ne2rly error free "er.formflnce, t•ith tlie r2ro 
error immediately cetected ry- the d0uble ci~eck s~rs:-.et11.. 
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AVDE-AO 1 November 196ft 
SUBJECT: Operationsl Re,:,ort of 9th Infentry- Division trtillar:r for Period 

Ending 31 October 1968, RC~ r.~F0R-65 (11) (U) 

(.3) RECOK.:·ENOATIOIJ: That all firing unit.s incorporate dry-fire exer­
cises in their ddly tr8.ining routine. 

d. (C) Intelligence. !4fision Visits ·to ARVN/g'1N C'ffici!J.! 

(1) Cl3SERV!TICN: An aggressive and well trained te~m consisting ot an 
intelligence NCO and e.n interpreter, working togsther in the same ~eographical 
area for an extended period of time made significant contributions to the in­
telligence collection effort. 

(2) JWAWATION: The artillery bettelion intelligence P'CO anJ an interm-e­
ter were dispatched daily to visit villa,e chi~fs, local 'l'lOlice, RF /pp out"lOsts, 
ARVN outposts, and lC'Cal officials within the brigade's ner,m1.nent TAO!. Fre­
quent visits with the same officials over a period of time built a raTJTJOrt be­
tween the informants e.nd the team which resulted in the a.:quisition or signi­
ficant intelligence. 

(3) RECOMtE?-!DATION: That the intelligence NCOlinternreter team conce!J't 
be utilitzed in Rll ll8nll8.nent AO's to eeteblish contact with those local offi­
cials who are ~oter.tial sources of information concerning VC activities. 

e. (U) LoghUcs. Jl'one. 

r. (U) Organize.ti on. ~•one. 

g. (U) Other. None. 

J. ;<:;ection 3, Head,:,uarters.,_ Denartment of the Ann;y Survey Information. 

None. 

4 Inc:l 
as 

Incl 2 W/D, Hqs, DA 

~• I ,· 
I' , ,' • 

~- -r.v .,_ (' 
R.G. GARD, JR. '• 
Cc,lonei, f:rtillery 
Ccmnanding 
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AVDE-MH (l Nov 68) 1st Ind 
SUBJBJT: Operational Report ot 9th Inf'antry .Division A::tillery for 

Period Ending 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U) 

Headquarters, 9th Intantey .Division, APO San Francisco 96,10 

TO: Commanding General, II Field Force, Vietnam, ATTN: AVFro-RE-H, 
APO 96222 

1. This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report 
Lessons Leamed from Headquarters 9th Infantry- .Division Artillery for the 
pei'iod ending ,1 October 1968. 

2. Two copies of this report have been sent to the Assistant Chief of 
Staff £or Force Development, Department of the Army. 

FOR THE COMNANDUh 

-1'. ~.--.,.~~ 
• TOWllR 
nant Colonel, GS 

Acting Chief of Staff 
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AVFBC-~-H (1 Nov 68) 2nd Ind 
~uBJ~CTa O~erational rteport o~ ~th Infantry Division Artillery for Period 

..:.nding 31 October 1~68, iiCS CjFuR-65 (Rl) (U) 

ilA, HQ II FFORC.c;V, A.i:'O ..,;,m Francisco 96266 2 8 DEC 196fJ 

THHU1 Commandinc General, US Army Vietnam, A.TTN1 ,\.V:!GC(OOT), Aw 96375 

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTNa GJ:-0~-lJI', APU 96558 

Tua Assistant Chief of Staff for Fo!'ce Development, Department of the 
Army, 1fashington, n.c. 20310 

1. (U) This headquarters has revieHed and concurs with the Operation,~·~ 
Report-Lessons Learned of the 9th Infantry D:i vision .Artillery for the. :;eriod 
ending 31 October 1968, with the following comments. 

2. (C) Reference ~ection 2, µara 2b(1), ;;.ncirclement Operations ("hle On"). 

a. This is a well-conceived technique. Its complexity requires very 
careful and thorough coordination both within a .. t'til]ery elements and between 
the artillery and the maneuver fo!'ce. That this technique has been employed 
on numerous occasions with consummate succecs is a credit to both those who 
planned it and those ~he have executed it. 

b. Becr1use of the singular success of the artillery's contribution to 
these operations, a tJ-:orough exrlar.;ation of the technique · .. as t•tesented to 
commanders of artil}er;; in III Coy-;_;s 1'actical £.One at a recent Comma..'lders' 
Conference held at tiiis ne.::dauarte:,:s. 

c. This informe::.;::.on ·..-ili. r~ ,ii.ssemir.~.ted to .:111 artillery uni ts in a 
coopilation of le"su,:s lec.L. • , .. ·;) ... inr; :repru-eci b_v this i1eadquarters. 

3. (U) Referei:ce ~;e,~--'-··:, 2, :,c.:.rc: 2bl2), ilirr:cobile Art.i.llery Firing Platfo,:ms; 
para 2c, iAi.ties of the S, ... :-u--.c:--,, • .:·. a.r.d pare, 2d, :.ia.isori /isi-ts to ARVli/GVN 
Officials. 'fhese lessor:s le::.:. ;_~-1:: a~. -:c: c:~ .s•.1:T; ~j ent value that they 
w:;.11 be inclu.ied i.'1 the corr.;n.;.s.:, • c~ lesson:;; leurne:i ~c, ':"<, :ii·;•ribute<i to 
all artillery units. 

FOR THE C01".I·"iA1:DERt 
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AVB)C..tm (l llov 68) 3d Ind (U) 
SUBJB::T: Oplratianal Report ot 9th Infantry DJ.naion Artillery tor 

Period Jbl1ng 31 October 1968, RCS CSPOl-65 (Rl.) (U) 

HIAJqJA]ffJll8, UIITID STAUB AN, Vlll'IIMI, APO SUI lnnciaoo 96375 . r:r:q 

TO: "ca mer in CJd.et, United Sta.tee Arm;,, Paoitic, Aftl: GPOP-111', 
ao 96,ss 

Thie h~ hae Nnftlld the OperatiOMl Blport-X..ec,na Learned 
tor the cplill'MJ'~ period end1 n, 31 Ootober 1968 troa Headqartere, 9th 
Intant.r, D1'Viaon ArtiU.,- act c011C11ft with the report ae aodified bJ 
the 2d Indore-t. 

FOR 'l'HE C<IIIAIDlll: 

Cy turn: 
HQ II FFV 
HQ 9th Int Div .Arty 

,,. 



GPOP•DT (1 Nov 68) 4th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Opnrtional Report of HQ, 9th Inf Div Arty for Period Ending 

31 Octo~@r 1968, ICS CSPOl-65 (RI) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 

TO: Asaistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D. c. 20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse­
ments and concurs in the report aa indoraed. 

FOR THE CCI.IIANDE& IN CHIEF: 

~citl-
c. l. SHORTT 
CPT, AGC ' 
Aut AG . 
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CONF 13ENTIAL 
,\VDE-A.O 1 November 1968 
Incloeure 1 to O!,eretionel Renort ot 9th Infantry Division f.rtilleey tor 
Period E:idina 31 October 1968, RCS CSJi'OR-65 (Rt) (U) 

J!IWfiN'l' /'ND SEMI,lffi.'lfJJWRr FIRE SUPPORT BASES 

L"NIT 

1at Battalion., 11th Attillecy 
Batt9J7 A 
Batte17 B 
Battery C 

2nd Battalion, 4th Artillery 
&.ttery A 
Battery B 
&.ttery C 

NOJU.lAL LOCATION 

Dong Tam 
Dong Tam 
FSPB 1-'oore 
Dong T,un 

Tan An 
Re.ch Kien 
Binh Phuoc 
Tan Tru 

XS 414.3 
Y.S 41L3 
XS 2650 
x~ 4143 

XS 5565 
XR 7469 
r.s 6155 
~s 6663 

-~~d F!attaHon, 34th Jlrtillery 
111 battP-ries barge mounted. Dong T~m XS 4143 

No li:md r,ositions normally. 

: st &.ttalion, P4th .~rtiliery 
rattery ~ 
Battery B 
Battery C 
Battery D 

6th Battalion, 71th Artillery 
Battery A 
Battery B 
Battery C 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Dong Tam 
Thu Thua 
F~PB Moore 
Een Tre 
I'ong TIU!l 

C8.n Tho 
Vinh Long 
c~m Tho 
Soc '"'~ar.g 

J.S l, 1 J,3 
Xf 5t?O 
XS 2650 
x~ 5132 
XS l143 

WS 8.'.310 
XS 0733 
ltJS 8310 
xn 0662 



WDE-.AO 1 Novembel' 1968 
Inclosure 3 (Missions Fired, Rounds Expended l=nd T~r~et Survtsillrnce) to 
Operational Report of 9th InfPntry Division Artillery for Period Znding 
31 October 1968, RC$ ~FOR-65 (R1) (U) 

1. Missions fired Pnd rounds exr,errled by battalion. Roun<ls tnd missions are 
indicated by category of target according to the follcr.-r:i.ng classification: 

e. Confirmed: Location is knol'lll &nd presence of enemy detenni.ned hr 
cor!tact or t>y observation o.{ activit~· by c1ir or p-round observers. Includes 
hard targets such as bunker comulexes. 

b. J-c~uired: Location is b!l.sed on SLt.R, SPJ:.1, Red Haz.e~ :To,;!,rl "'urveil­
hmce radar, airborne personnel detectors and other detection dev' :-e~,. I ires 
are based on timely reaction ~nd meet ~11 of the followin~ conditions: 

( 1 ) Detection bJ.r one or !!lore of above sensory c1evices. 

(2) ,,alidation by analy~is of en~· pattern of o-oerations. 

(J) ~errain enelysis by C('!Jlnet'9nt t~rgetb~ ,;.gencies. 

c. Counterbatter~·: ':nown or eu~Tlect loc;:·: i"n"' fired on i:r.:r,edil'ltP.1:,- before, 
during, or i..'llr.!edirtel;· rfter enem_.r rocket/mort~rlarU ller:r ette.cks. 

d. Pre?>Br&.tiorus: Fires plec2d on L?.'s, bee.chhnc-s rnd objectives or areE>s 
prior to air assault or occupatiN1 b,'I frien,~lr forces. Includes rcconnaisse.nce 
bJ• fire e.m blocking missions. 

e. Interdiction: Fires delivered for the ourpose of ~en;d;•g the e:-ier.1;,: the 
use of an area or point. Includes targets fired ;:is ;:. result of ag:2r:t re,, : ts 
which are not st,fficfontly reli11blc- t0 fall in the Confirmed ~Ate;::cry. 

r. s,ecial Pnrpose: r;>·e5~t;•.;tioris, mc.rk.L:; m:i,~sj0:.s, JC•'<f,0.Uc-n mis;;ions, 
calibrations, adjustmer1t o'. dd'ensive c,"ncentr2.t~ or:s, 2, ~' '·~ ~urn~ •·,at.irw ir.issi ,.,ns. 

h. Others: ::ires for- tr0.·i. ·--.q;. r:.-,,r:-,onc"!,r-:-+•·:·,~ .• 
~thPr c&tegorie~ p~t listed, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
.\VDE-AO 1 November 196e 
Inclosure J (l~issions Fired, t:touncts l!.xoonded .enJ TE>rf,et Surveillence) to 0-ierationt.l Re-port of 9th Inf;,ntry 
Division Artillery .for Period 1;:nding 31 Octobei· 1968, RCS c~H'R-€5 {R1) (U) 

2. (C) f-Iissions fired ar"1 Round.s .~nenc'ed: 

CONFIRY.ED /,C()UIRED COUPI'ER FT~Y PREPi Rt TION I~1TERDICTION SP PURPOSE CYl'HER 
MCWl'H IHHT Mens R:ds ,,~ms Rds Ml"n!3 Rds !~sns Rds 'fens Rds ~snl'J Itds Mr:ns Rde -
f~ 1-11 91 666~ 519 10761 56 371.3 .37 1402 H-?. 2n76 1~5 H.20 L. 7?. 
Sep 76 5553 )85 105£..0 L-2 70~ 1.3 1 .351 15 625 1.30 1.369 0 0 
Oct 2f 2!.J2 -~ .!l11i .iQ ~ il i12.J .u J~ ..1£. 1.1.il Q .Q 
TOTAL 225 17~56 1072 .33016 H:e 59A7 73 llYI~ 170 300.3 .3.3.3 .3950 4 72 

Aug 2-4 105 826.3 264 5509 32 1549 1, 611 101 .3.395 183 .3725 4 51 
Sep 67 · 1,0026 17? 2255 JO 1373 , 500 105 21.36 13! 2706 0 0 
Oct iA 652:3 216 Mal il J.lA .u m ...u ?.J20 JA2 JW ll ill 

~ 
TCII'AL 266 24812 657 12k21 83 JP..38 4t ,,.,, 261 7~51 460 9474 15 20P 

~ Aug 3-34 129 10106 400 11228 55 1951 19 ~349 47 834 137 1987 0 0 
Sep 92 7806 H.6 4343 39 561 is 179£1 38 735 ~81 3475 0 0 
Oct ill _lhlj ill. 1Qli2 ~ 1LL.5 i2 a!.il fil ~m il2Q 1 2 
TOl'Ai, 356 25327 971 25700 15f> 3957 103 826P. 226 JP.98 713 9752 1 6 

\ Aug 6-77 75 406.3 645 2085 25 960 19 447 1276 .3931 23 .325 0 0 
Sep 157 7.384 167 2oe4 80 779 24 H8~ 1687 5e9.3 225 1l,.94 8 132 
(let ill ~ pe ~1"3 l&i ili .11 3~6 1201 ~ ~ ill J.Q 112 
TOT,\L 357 15839 940 6Jn 1~9 2.390 55 2321 l164 1L.6':>.4 293 2278 18 21.4 

Aug 1-$4 132 301S 3~5 4572 65 1070 14 301 90 10~9 228 2518 0 0 
Sep (155) 81 2.327 610 7495 R2 59P. 11 l,30 156 2160 226 2263 2 28 
Oct ~ ~- ill ~ !fl. .!Q7.?. 12 )0l, £l 1056 177 J~e 2 ~ 
TCYNL 301 8097 1629 21119 196 <?l,0 37 1035 309 L2L.S 631 6539 4 80 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVDE-AO 1 tlov"?mber 1968 
Inclosure .3 (Missions Fired, Round:;, Expended end Tr. rget c:-urveillance) to C"lt>erational Renort of 9th Inf entry 
Division Artillery for reriod ~ndf-g 31 0ctober 196P.., ~CR CSFOR-65 (R1) (:r) 

2. (C) Missions Fired and Rounds Exoended: 

C0tJFIRIA'.ED AC·1.UIR~I'. COUf\'T:~R BT1Y PREPfR/TICN If!TE'WICTIOt SP PURP-•SE OT.1-'.tR 
MONTH UNIT Hsns Rc!s l.fsns Rds tfl:sns Pds Msns Rds ?'sns Rds !'sns Rds Msns Rcls -----
Aug 1-84 37 6o6 206 1 (?"! 37 312 J 75 0 C 26 328 0 0 
'3ep (8") 31 58'1 6~ 605 28: 76 2 44 J 11 26 330 1 64 
Oct .lt 1205 96 B;,r) Q Q _g n 31 171► £2 21Q 2 Jill 
TGrAL 99 2395 '"'!r• '. 3078 65 JPf: 7 152 35 1e5 77 86P 6 104 .,) .. 

J. (U) Tnr~et Surveillanc':?. The followinr tr>.rget information includes , nly confirmed drmage c>.ssessment 
of target,i,, fired on b~, the orp;ani c unite, of the 9th t:ivisi0n .f rtillery: 

vc 
Killed 

304 

Bunkers .?.nd 
other Militi;,ry 
Struotures 
ne8troved ----~ 

507 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Sampans 
Destr.9Y,ed 

52 
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AVDE-AO 1 Nov-1>er 1 ~ 
Inclosure 4 (Civic Action Report) to Operationa.l Renort of 9th Infantry Division Artiller.f for Period 
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 

HHB DIV ARTY 2{~ ARTY 1 /11 AH.'JY ~/lJ.TY §/77 ARTY J./84 ARTY Im'& 
kEDCAFS: I 1 

NutisBERHELD 7 30 24 g 8 7 84 
PATIENTS TREAT~D 968 1480 2953 773 1239 663 8076 

I CJ\FS: L~--
NUMBER HELD 4 16 11 31 
PATmtn'S TREA'!'ED 187 844 296 1327 

TOrAL - MANHtuRS 

-1:.. COIISTRUCTICII: 
CHURCHF.5 2-Pagoda repair 

1-Catholic 520 Hrs. 
Church reE!ir 

SCHOOLS Repaired 3 200 Hrs. 
olassroans 

\ ORPHANAGE Built 2 
roans 400 Hrs. 

DISFEHSARIES 1-Isolation 180 Hrs. Ward built 

OTHER Built RF/PF Built 50'$150 dona- Lepers4300 $450 Donations 
Latrine wooden tions donations 290 Manhours 
(24 hrs.) span (240 

ti.rs.) 

·~·-·-- , ~ .. ~~-~, -1 ; I 
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AVDE-1'0 1 ~ovember 1~ 
Inclosure 4 (Civic t,ction Report) to Operational Renort of 9th Infantry Pividon /,rtillery for Period 
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 

HHB DIV tRTY 2/!J.. ART.J 1 /t 1 ART).: 1!Jlt...MJ.'IT YI! :.H.TY 1 /..8/i; Ai'1TY Wlb 
COMMODITIES 

DISPENSED 
MATERIALS (lbs) Sand & Clothing 

gravel 300 lbs. 2300 lbs. 
2000 lbs. 

'.~SALTH KITS 100 100 ea. ·--
SCHOGL l'JTS 175 360 200 735 ea. - -
F00D {lbs) 200 1 ',a. 1POO lb:=,. 150 lbs. 2150 lbs. - -LUMBER 150 BF. 1500 BF. 1650 BF. ---
CEMENT 40,000 lbs. 2500 lbs. ?200 lbs. 44,700 lb~. -
TIN 520 Sheets 140 Sheets 660 Sheets 

FOC'l'NCYr8S: 

l.L A MF.DCtP is civic action activity in a secure area where civili.:,.n oersonnel are provided. 
medical treatment without intelligence or other military ob.iectives. 

~2__ An IC1'P is any civic action conducted in P. contested or insecure :uea. IC!'. Ps are con­
ducted in con.junction with intelligence, psyoo and security oersonnel, ePch ryerforrning 
their customary duties. 
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Confidential 
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,. "•"OIIT TIT&.• ·-

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Hq, 9th Infantry Division Artillery, 
Period Ending 31 October 1968 CU) 

•. o•tcll .. •TtVC ...... ,,.,,. .,..., M4 ............. , 

Experiences of unit en•a•ed in counterinsu1:S!!,c! oeerations 1 1 Ang to 31 Oct 68 
111- AUT-llll■t(r,,..•-- ■•---.. __ ,_, 

co, 9th Infantry Division Artillery 

s. 1111:"0•T OAT& , .. TOTAL NO. oor PACE■ r•• NO. OP' 111:P'I 

1 Nr. .. ~~·~~r 101.Sl 28 
... C-TIIIACT 0111 elllANT NO. - OIIIOINATOll'S HCPORT NUMtl£1119t 

•· "'"o.,ac T No. 684224 

c. N/A .. OTHER AE:PORT .. OISJ (An, olllff _,,.,. t/,•f ""'T l>e •ul .. ed ,,,, . ..,.,,,,, 
d. 

10, DISTlll9UTION ITATEMENT 

i 
I 

' " 5Uf'PLE:MIE .. TAAY NOTES 12. SPON!i0AING .,_ILITAAV ACTIVITY . 
I 

t ' N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 ! ~ I 

• 
13. A9STAACT ' .. 

I 
I 
) 

j 
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The following items are r·ecammended for inclusion in the Le11ons Learned 
Index: 

ITEM l 

* SUBJECT TITLE 

l'r* FOR OT RD II 

***PAGE IJ 

ITEM 2 

SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT RD IJ 

PAGE IJ 

ITEM 3 

SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT RD /I 

PAGE IF 

ITEM 4 

SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT RD II 

PAGE II 

ITEM 5 

SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT RD II 

PAGE II 

----------------------

------------

--------------·--------

----------------------

----------------------

* Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item 
of interest. 

** FOR OT RD# : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the ~etter of Trans-
mittal. This number .!!!,!i be accurately stated. 

***Page II : That paae on which the item of intere1t is located. 
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