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SUBJECT: Operational Revort of Sth Tnfentry NMvieion Artillery for Psriod
Ending 31 October 1962, RCS C°FMR-65 (R1) (U)

Comanding General

9th Infentry Division
fTTN: AVDE-MH .
AFO San Francisco 76370

Commanding General

Un.ted Statea Army Vietnsm
ATTN: AVHGC-DST

APO San Francisco 96375 -

Cormanding General

United States Army Facific
ATIN: GPOP-DT

APO San Francisco 96558

1. Section 1 rations: Significent pctivities

a. (C) Intrcduction. During tle renorting neriod, the %th Infantry
Division Artillery narticinmated in four najor onmerstions vhile wroviding coctet
sunnort in DINH TIONG, LOYG AN, GO COMG, KISN HOA, KIEN PHOMG, KIIN TUONG, VINH
EINH, VINH LOMG, GIA DINH, HAU NGHIA, PHOMG DINH, CHUORG THIEE, KTSN GIANG, and
BEIEN FOA Provinces. The 9tk Infentry Divieion's Tactic-1l Area of Interest (T20I,
is extremely large end this fact, couvled with the enemy's tactic of disnercing
bis forces to avoid decisive contact, re~uired the Division to continue decen-
tralized overations. 2lthough the brigades seldom onerated in clore coerdinstion
vith each other, they conducted coordineted omerstinns in their TACIS with ‘rmy
of Vietnam (ARYN), Regional YTorcee (%F), and Pomular Yorces (PF). In order to
nrovide adequate summort for the Nvision's disnersed onerations, the units of
the Gth Pivision Artillery were loceted in fire sunnort bases of vermanent or
semi~permanent nature (See Inclosure 1): however, from theee locations they dis-
nlaced frequently to provide support. The disversion and decentralization of
the Division's operations forced the artillery to degrade its cavebility for
massing fires. Usually, infantry battelion-sirzed overati~ns were suvported with
a minimum of one light and one medium battery. When a msjor contact with the
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AVDE-A0 ' 1 Movember 1968
SUBJiCT: Cperstional Remort of 9th In;rntrv Iivieion Artillery for Period
nding 31 Cetoter 1968 ACS.CFMR-€5 (R1) (U)

enemy wes 8¢ !ioved, additionsl batter: es were brought to bear vhenever noseible.
Unfortunateliy, it was always difficult. »nd sometimes imnoseible, to bring ad-
ditiorel ertillery inrto nlav beceauce of t*e d=neerous eituetion interent in
strinving uneneazed mrneuver unite of immedistely esvailable ertillery sumwvort.
The lack of edequate hvidges and whe re~uirement for engineer mine cleering

_ sunmort on meny roeds furtrer con-i.cetod this nroblem., Because airmobile
movements, w.der other than emergency conditions, must be requested & day in
_advence of the movement, it wrs neceessry to msle cereful aseessments as to
which maneuver battalion onerations were most likely tn achieve me ior contact
with the enemy. A further cifficulty is created by tre frecuent last minute
changes of airmobile battalion areas of onerations based on late develoning
intelligence. Sometimes referred to es "jittertugging” onerstions, this vel-
uable infentry tactic creestes significant nrotlems for the artillery commander.

As discussed helow, the coverare vroblem wae narticulary difficult in thre 2nd
and 3rd Brigade areas,

b. (C) Operations. Confirmed irrget rsces-merts, nurmber of missions, end
rounds fired is s{ Inclosure 3 in trbulated format. Because of t he decentrsl-
ized nature of the Division's overstions, the following discuseion of the Stk

Mivieion Artillery's operations is keyed to the activities of eack of its bat~
talions.

(1) 2nd Bettslion, Lth srtillery

(a) General, Throughout the revortine neriod, the Znd Fettsiion, Lth Ar-
tillery was in direct suprort of the 1st Prigede in Creration TOM THMNG II.
Onerating in lLone #n Province, the Brigede's missien wee to conduct strile
overations against the enem;, tlock maior infiltration routes, »rovide roed,
btridee, and convoy security rlong Hirhwar I, snd overwatch the Seigon end Nha
Be rocket belts south of Seigon. Tre Prigade's omerations were chsracterived
by daily strile omerations utiliring zirmobile asset« to conduct reconnrissence-
in-force onerstions, ee~le fliwhts, cordon snd eesrch, =nd.checkertosrd omer-
ations =long infiltratior routee or in the vicinity of intellirences taroets,
The 2nd Bettalion, Lth Artiliery surortad these orerrstions from nermenent
bases at [ INE PFUCC, TN TRU, »:»° RAGCF YIFN snrwlemented ty freouent moves te
temporery fire summort beses., ILous 21 Province hes tre best rosi retwory in
the Division's TADT ~nd, therefore, girmobile movement of tle iiring units was
reletively infrequent, Batterv A (155mm SP), 1<t Bettslion, &.th Artillery,
continued with the miseion of reinforcing the fires of thre 2nd Esttelion, ith
Artillery. Adcditionelly, II Wiele Torce frtillery nositioned from two to four
firing batteries in or neer Long /n Province with the mission of Ceneral Sun-
nort Réinforcing (GSR) the 9th Divicion Artillerv. The relstivelr rood rosd
network, the reinforcing 155rm 2P bettery. thre penerslly oval corfisuretion of
Lones An Province, end tle nositionine of nen~divisionsl ertillery in.its asrea’
rovided the 1st Brigede with the taest artillery coverage in the Livision's

[

t0I, During the first half of tis neriod, the Brigade continued to have
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SUBJECT: Overational Report of Sth Infantry Division Artillerv for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1) (U) ;

excellent success with its "mile on" encirclement tactic. “ncirclement over-
at.ions during August and errly Sentember nettad e totel of 332 VC killed, 56
P(Ws, and large numbers of individurl 2nd crew served weapons. ‘rtillery
played a mrjor rols in the destruction of the enemy within the encirclements.
The snecial orocedures which the rrtillery emnloyed in these operations are
discussed in Section 2, varegranh 2b(1), *!s the veriod drew to a close it
becrme apmarent thet the ensmy had fragmented his forces and vrobebly was ower-
eting only with units of nlstron size or smeller,

(b) Overstion TCMBSTONE. On 18 October, Bettery P. 2nd Battelion, Lth
Artillery, minus two tubes, disnleced br CF-L7 heliconter to the PLAIN OF
RESDS in the vicinity of grid XS 3301848, It was vlenned thet eluments of an
air inserted infantry battalion and the ertillery would react to targets lo-
cated by two AN/PPS.5 padars orerating from 50 foot towers. Unfortunately, on
the morning of 19 October before the overstion was in full stride, the Division
was warned that a severe trovical storm would move into the area in the late
afternoon. Because the Ares of Overations (A0) was subject to flooding, it
was decided to extract all elements immediately. 211 heavy lift heliconters
available to the Division were emmloved; with the last sorties of the extrac-
tion operating in merginal flying weather. The imvortance of considering
weather in planning airmobile overations was cleerly illustrated, Beczuse of
this diversion of assets to the 1st Brigade on 19 Nctober, followed by two
days of no air assets due to weather, other nlanned artillery moves were de~
layed. A medium battery (-) and a light bettery were stranded in positions
which could be left only by 2irmobile movement, resulting in three full deys
of significently reduced summort for the 3rd Frigede!s operations in Minh
Tuong Province,

(2) 1st Battelion, 11th Artillery

(2) Genersl. The et Pettrlion, 171th Artillery =uworted the 3rd Erigade
in overations TRUCNG COMG DINE, QUYET CHIWM, end TOAN TFAMNG II. OQOveration
TRUONG CONG DINH terminoted on 3 Aumist snd the Erigede moved into Cneration
YET CHIEN. In thris overation the Brigrde's TAOI increased to include &1l of
Dinh Tuong and Go Cong Provinces. Its missions were generally to destroy VC/
M4 capabilities by meinteining constant nressure on Main Force VC units,
striking into base zrers erd interdicting infiltration routes. Additionslly,
the Brigade tonk vert in Omerstion TOAYN THANG IT from ?0 August through 11
Sentember, The Brigecde's .iie~ions during this neriod were to seek out and
destroy VC units in Long An Province which were srensring for en offensive
apainst Saigon. These varied miscions, counled with the vast area of the T4(T,
made the fire supnort mission extremely difficult. To 2 far prester extent
than in Iong An, the Commending Officer of the 3rd Brigade was required tou nlan
ris operations in close coordinstion with his direct sunvort artillery comm~nd-
er to insure adequate fire suvnort. Moreover, the use of temvorrry fire beses,
Zreguantly in ieolated arees, required the Brigade to nrovide infentry for
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security, further limiting the Erigace's canabilities, The batteries fre-
quently overated as far as 50 kilometers enert. It was also neceseary to

snlit the firing batteries often rnd for relstively extended neriods in order
to orovide adequate coverage for the meneuver elements, Eattery B, 1st DPat-
talion, 8ith Artillery, wes GSk to the 1st Bettelion, 11th Artillery and was
of grest assistance in providing coversge. Once again the vroblem of distance
wss encountered and this brtterv wes remuired to onerate in a snlit corfigur-
etion for the msiority of the neriod. The rord networ': in the western TACI is
extremely limited with only one melior roacd ertending esst to west and none north
end south. Although this roed is beavily denended unon by the ertillery, the
1st Battalion, 11th Artillery wes required to airlift elements into firing no-
sitions more than any other tattalion. In acdition to these problems, the
battelion is usuelly recuired to provide one battery in defense of the Division
base camp. Desnite these obstacles, the 1et Bettezlion, 11th Artillery orovided
sdequate fire supmort to the 3rd Brigrde during the neriod. The most signifi-
cant actior occured on L Cctober when Brigede elements engaged the VC 261 P
Yain Force Battalion. The contact terminsted on 6 October end resulted in 120
7C KIA, eight Hoi Chenhs, and large quantities of subnlies end equirment, Tur-
ing the remainder of the veriod the enemy generally kept his forces disversed
and avoided contact.

- (b) Reorganization. The 1st Bettslion, 11th 2rtillery was orgenized on

1 October 1958 under tbe Riverine Artillery MTOE. This MTOE assumes operations
exclusively from gun borges, therefore it is extremely austere. The riverine
TOE eliminstes personnel, including vehicle msintenance, countermorter rader,
and cammnicetion personnel. Thre Brigade's TACT in Dinh Tuong and o Cong
Provinces requires mostly roed 2nd ~irlift movements r=ther than water move-
nents. In order to suprort effectively the maneuver elements the battalicn has
requerted authorizetion tc retsin the ANAPI-L redar and equipment required for
overland movement pendirg revision of its TCPE. 2 provosed revision of the
Riverine srtillery MTOE is currently unde~ »reperetion: however, it annears
coertain that other battslions ir the Division friillery will be reruired to
absorb some of tre space cuts to allow the 1et Batt-lion, 1'th Artillery suf-
ficient vpersonrel for its DS mir-ion,

(3) 3rd Bettalion, 3ith Artillery

(a) Ceneresl. The 2rd Battalion, 3/th Artillery is the artillery comnonent
of the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF). (mereting from gun barges, LCM-Rs, end
lend based nositions, it wes in direct sunwort of the 2nd Brigede, the infan-
try commonent of the YRF, On 3 August Coerstion THUCNT CORG DINH termineted
end the ”nd Brigade narticiveted in Crerstion OUYET CKRIZEN throughout the re-
mainder of the period. Sterting in the lower Mekong Delte in errly August,
the Brigade conducted overstions in the U NTNH FOREST, From there they moved
to the AP EAC area and BrSE ARTA 170. Trom 1L September to dete, it conducted
.perations with Fien Hoa Province as its T#0I. The Brigade's mission curing
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the entire period was four-fold:
J. Destroy VC main snd locsl fdrce offensive camability

2. Destroyv enemy treining snd revlecement activities

o

. Deny the enemy refuge in oreviously safe areas
4. Deny the enemy access to major ponuletion centers

Suprorted by its barge mounted DS artillery bat*alion, the Navy's Task Force
117, and air assault assets, the Brigede used besch #nd air assaults to in-

sert its water based troops in the accomplishment cf its mission. However,

during September and October, the enemy dispersed and fragmented his forces

preventing decisive engagement.

(b) The VI TEANH Cempaign. During the veriod 1 to 8 fugust, the MRF con-
ducted operations in Chueng Thien Province. These overations were the deevest
penetration of the Delta by U.S. forces to dete. In supvort, the 3d Battalion,
3ith irtillery deployed two of its oresnic betteries by barge, an attached 8
inch platoon by LCM-8s, and its other orgenic battery plus an attached medium
battery by air. The campaign netted 2.9 7C KIA, 18 P(Ws, 278 small arms, 2L
machine guns, one 120mm morter, one 75mm wack howitzer, one 106mm recoilless
rifle, and 832 srenades. At the conclusion of the campaign, on the night of &
fugust, the watéerborne convoy was repeatedly smbushed. The convoy's last ser-
ial wes comnosed of the artillery elements., Having heard revorts of the am-
bushing of the esrlier seriels, the artillerymen were fully nrenered zs they
approached the ambush sites. Unfortunately, the enemy positioned his ambushes
in populated areas, Wwhen the ertillery sericl was :ttacked, it returned the
enemy's fire with ,50 cal. mechine guns end 105mm peekive end white »hosnhor-
ous ammunition. Many civilian casualties resulted from the fire of the artil-
lery and the earlier serials. In order to minimize civilisn casuzlties, while
retaining the right of self defense, strict fire discipline is essential. Pre-
sented below are the avnliceble vortions of the 3rd Bettalion, 3/th Artillery's
volicy letter on Rules of Engegement, dated 12 fugust 1968:

"5, (C) Direct Fire Procedures. It must be remembered et all times that
this battalion snd aseocietel units emvloy direct fire for the purpose of
nreserving the intepgrity of the unit, only. Our objective is to suv~ress
enemy fires to nermit vasssge through waterways.

a. .t ig e fundamental rule that o direct fir type will be
employed without permission of the S5-3 or En Cmdr unless the senior person
on the boat has m»- the conscious judgment that there is a clear 2nd im-
mediate threat ana time does not permit seeking approval.
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b, All fire will be aimed fire against smecified targets as directed
by the senior verson in the ares. Short bursts of aimed fire have a great-
or suppressive effect then large nuantities of area fire and result in far
fewer civilian casuelties, Mo gunner will onen fire until the senior ner-
son in the area idertifies the target snd directs the gunner to onen f.re.

¢. Digh exnlosive and white nhosvhorous howitger ammunition, will not
be used without exvlicit authority of Pn Cmdr or S~3. M-79 grenades will
be used with care to insure that fire is directed against smecific targets
only. One man should be designated as grenadier and should be under the
direct control of the senior person on the boat,

\ng d. Within the above guidance, the following will apvoly wher return-
fire: :

(1) Vhen receiving light and sporadic smell arms fire it is a general
rule that personnel will seek cover and no fire will be returned.

" {2) When receiving concentrated small erms and/or sutamatic weaoons
fire which threatens severe casualties or demage, rn appropriste return
would be autometic weapons fire from the unit receiving the enemy fire,
This fire would be delivered under conditions set forth above.

(3) “hen receiving rocket and/or recoilless fire en aprnropriate re-
turn would be a limited number of beehive rounds (generally not more then
3) and automatic weapons fire delivered from the element receiving fire.
This fire would be delivered under conditions set forth above.

e, It is emphesized that only elements under atteih will return fire,
In no case will other elements oven suooressive fire unless aseinst clearly
identified targets."

(¢) MICE 6-156G end 6-~157G, USARPAC 2/68 (Riverine). It became increas-
ingly clear during the reworting period thet the Riverine Artillery T(E was
ill-conceived, The slimination of vehicles end other suorort elements deprives
the battalion of an overlend movement cavebility. Barge mounted artillery is
certainly necessary if the battelion is to provide edequate supvort in meny
parts of the [elta, Fowever, the w-ter mobile cavebility should not be providea
at the expense of a toteal loss of road mobility. Additionally, the riverine
TO% deletes the countermorter radar cepability. This reduction in capability
is unwise, particularly in & counterinsurgency environment. The battalion has
retained its ANMPI-L radar end enough of its original issue of vehicles to
maintain a capability for land movement of one battery. However, the lack of
authority for supporting personnel (mechanice, drivers, and radar operators)
constitutes a serious problem. Although it is highly unlikely that additional

é
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spaces can be obtained cue to personnel geilings in Vietnam, a revised NTCE
is being prepared,

(4) %_m_tgm_mg% This battelion, essipned to 54th
Irtillery Group znd attached to 9th Infentry Mvision for administration and
logistics, performs a General Sunvort mission to ARVY elements in IV Corps
Tectical Zone. The battalion is under the Cperationsl Control of the Senior
tdvisor, IV Corps Taciical "one. Its firing batteries are normally located
in Phong Dinh and Vint Long Provinces in suprort of the S9th and “1st ARVN
Divisions, a considerable distence from Division Artiliery., The battalion
draws supplies from & local supply agency in Can Tho, but requisitions for
replacement items and peraonnel matters are handled through the G¢th Division
Artillery. The battalion has participated in several operations, successfully
reinforeing the fires of the artillery of both divisions,

(5) 1st Battalion, 8ith Artillery

(a) General. The 1st Battalion, 8ith Artillery provides General Sunnort
to the Division, [liring elements of the battalion were General Supnort Re-
inforcing or Reinforcing to the direct suprort battalions during the entire
period. Employed in this manner the firing batteries participated in ell
Livision overations and wrovided invaluable sugmentation to the fires cf the
light battalions, Due to tactical neceseity, Batteries B, ©, and D overated
in a split configuration avproximately seventy-five percent of the time. The
most significant problems facing this battalicn sre administrative control and
resurply. No fully satisfactory solution has been develoved for these nroblems
because of distances and varied modes of movement,

(b) Direct Sunport Mission. The 1st Bettalion, 84th frtillery, the Di-
vision's Ceneral Supvort artillery, is unique in that it also pesforms a direct
suoport role in the Division base camp cefense, The commander of Livision “up-
port Commend (DISC(M) hes responsibility for omerations in AO ¥UDZY, This #0
encircles the Division bese cemp for =everel kilometers. In order to accom-
nlish the mission, one infentrv bat*:tlion is under the overationel control of
DISCOM at all times., Fire subnmort is nrovided by a minimum of one battery of
105mm howitzers from one of the DS battelions =nd by infantry mortars located
in and around the base camp. Fire supnort coordination throughout the A0 is
performed by the 1st Battalion, 84th Artillery, which controls and coordinates
all fires in defense of the base camp, to include countermortar fire and fire
for offengive overations of the infantry battelion in A0 ¥udzu. In addition,
the battelion is responsible for the Air Warning Control Center at DONG TAM
which includes &1l of Dinh Tuong emd parts of XNien Hoa and Go Cong Provinces.
The success of the operation was shown by a significent reduction of morter
attacks and other enemy initiated incidents in the £0 during the period.

7
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b. (¢) Organization,
(1) 78 of the end of the revorting veriod, the artillery organizstion

for cogbat, loeation of headuuarters of the artillery, and mission assign-
ment wie ss follows:

URIY LOC/TION MISSION
Division ~rillery S 1143
Btry A, sth Bn, 424 Arty XS 5565 GR, 9th Div frty
(Priority to 2d Bn, ith Arty)
Btry C, 5th Br, 424 Arty XS 8271 GSR, 9th Div Arty
(Priority to 2d Bn, 4th Arty)
éth Bn, 77th irty S 8310 GS, IV Corps Arty i
2d Bn, 4th Arty XS 5565 DS, 1st Brigede
Btry 4, 1st Bn, 84tk Arty XS 5470 GSR, 2d Pn, Lth Arty
Btry D, 1st En, 8ith Arty (2T) XS 6663 GSx, 2d Bn, 4th Arty
st Bn, 1ith Arty ZS 4143 DS, 3rd Brigade
btry B, 1st En, 8ith irty Y3 2650 G°R, st Bn, 11th Arty
Btry D, 1st Bn, 8ith Arty (2T) X8 2650 GSR, 1st Bn, 11th ‘rty
3d Bn, 3ith Arty 280143 DS 2nd Brigade
Btry C, 1st Bn, @ith prty (37) ¥s5 5132 GSR, 3d Bn, 34tr irty
Ptry C, 1st Bn, &uth irty (37 -3 4735 GSR, 3d En, 34th Arty
st Bn, 8hth rriy XS 4143 GS, 9th Inf Div

(2) 2ttached et Inclosure 2 is a roster of Commsnders of the Artillsry,

c. (C) Personnel and fdministration,

(1) The enlisted personnel strength situation in Division Artillery was
1enerally good (See b below), These figures however do not show the serious
shortages in certain critical grades end }0S. The grade structure wag also

:riously out of valance (See 3 telow), Xer NCO nositions were filled by

8
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personnel of lower grsde than that authorized. In other vositions, i.e.,
conks, mechenics, etc., nositions were filled by assigning versonnel out of
their MOS with demendence on #n (JT orogram to trein them, These methoda were
required to continue mission accomplisment without serious degradation to
unit efficiency «nd oroficiency in some cases,

(2) Personnel strength (averege for period):

(a) officer 246 218
(b) Enlisted 2564 2577
(3) Critical Grade & N0S shortsges:
> | JUTH ASSIGNED

(a) Officer

1. Captain 85 61
2. Lieutenant 132 140
(b) Enlisted

1. 15G 22 1
2. Mess SGT : 28 16
3. Supnly SGT 33 17
L. Section Chief (13B40) 114 L9

d. (C) Intelligence., The Division Artillery continued to emnloy its
AN/TPS~25 radar throughout the TAOI, The radar, eleveted 5 feet on portable
AB 216 Signal Tower sections remains the most productive target acquisition
means in the Division, This radar averages between L0-80 sightings per night
of operation. To fully exploit the capability of engaging these potential
targets, a control group.from the Division /rtillery onerations section accom-
panies the radar, This control group consists of one officer, one NCO and four
enlisted men, They are equipped with sufficient communicrtions and aquimment
to plet the targets, obtain necessary clearances, and pass the tergets to =ar-
tillery units designated to supnort the radar. Because of the results ad-
tained with the AN/TPS-25 and two similarly employed AN/TPS-33 radars, end the

9
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 AVDE-A0 1 Movember 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Reports of 9th Infantry Division /rtillery for Period
indinz 31 October 1968, iCS CTFOR-65 (R1) (U)

difficulties ercountered by Nivision with the overstion end meintenance of the
infantry's PPS~5 raders, the Tivision Artillery was required to hand receipt
all P*S-5 redare within the I'ivision. Division Artjllery el=o ascumei respon-
sibility for plecing them in and out of maintensnce snd delivering them to the
infantry crews et the sites. In order to obtain centralized control and to
cope with the problems encountered in meintcnence in the moverent of

the raders it was necessary to avpoint a Division Artillery field grede officer
as the Pivision Radar Officer. Close lizison was established end maintained
with technical support agencies to insure that radars were non-operational for
maintenance as briefly and infrequently as possible, Fre~uent assist:znce wes
obtained from technically cualified Department of the Army Civilians. Ixper-
ience has shown however, that even with the intensified maintensnce effort,

the expected operational r:te for the F/TPS-33 and PPS-5 rader is aprraximate-
ly sixty percent. ’n effort is now being made to increase the effecti reness of
operators and mechanics in 1st and 2nd echelon meintenance, This effort will
be comaented on in the next revort. The radars and their towers were mcved in
response to the tacticel situation and it beceme apvsrent that, from both a
maintenance and operational viewnoint, radars should displace by air. Results
obtained from the program are illustrcted in the following table:

NUMEZR COF

TYEE RADZRS SICHTIIGS SIGUTICS FIRED
AN/TPS-25 1 LLZ1 1932
AN/TPS-33 2 2420 €50
AN/P7S-5 £ 1529 502
TOTAL 2 £370 3165

Yost of the 5205 sightircs not fired wers either in wonulated arees or denice
clearsnce by U.S., ARVN, or "VF azencies, 0Nccasionnlly, tergets were not
fired in order to strike them v. h 2 Totre Flrer {discussed ir the last renort)
or to avoid disclosing a vlanned .rigede oneraticn.

e. (U) Training.

(1) 3adar. In addition to its resnonsibility for maintenance and deliv-
ery of ground surveillance rader, the Tivision frtillery also wes charged with
the task of treining the radar crews, msnv of which were unqualified to use
their radars effectively. A training progrem was instituted under the surer-
vision of the Nivision Artillery 5-2. The few qualified operstors svailatle
were used to provide unqualifizd perscnnel with on-the-job training, "hen e
modicum of skill was achieved, triinees were tested during daylight hours with
-aerial observers confirming their sightines of friendly watrols, workers, and
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AVDE-AQ 1 November 1962
SUBJECT: Overational Report of 9th Infantrr Division Artillery for Period
inding 31 Qctober 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

water buffalos. Intensive on-the-job training and overator maintenance was
also conducted. Some imorovements resulted; however, Divid on Artillery was
charged with the training of the crews, but not their operations, so effective
follow-through was aifficult,

(2) Chronograph. During October, two enlisted men were trained i: the
overation of the newly-received ¥-36 radar chronogranh, Additionel personrel

were given on-the~job training to insure a future summly of ~alified oner-
ators,

(3) During the period 28-30 Sentember, e course on orgeinzationsl main-
tenance of FADAC was conducted by civilisn technical renresentatives for
avpropriate parsonnel in the 9th Divieion frtillery.

(1) Other treining. /11 elements were engaged in combst ouerations'
throughout the neriod, therefore unit treining consisted nredominately of on-
the-iob treining, (See nare ¢, Sertion 2)

f. (U) Logistics. MNone. .

g. (U) Civic pction. The Division Artillery civic action vrogrsm is
summariged in tebular form at Inclosure 4.

2. Section 2, lessons Leerned: Commsnder's Observetions, Evsluetions, and
Recommendations. :

a, (U) Personnel. None,
b. (C) Operations.

(1) (C) Encirclement Operations {"Pile (m")

(a) OESEIVATICN: Extremely accurate artillery fire is required when
firing in close supnort of encirclement operations.

(b) FET/LUTATION: New techniques were develoned by the 2nd Rattalion,
4th Artillery. Proverly utilized, these techniques minimize the possibilities
of errors which could result in friendly cesunlties, The techniques were
developed through firing for 13 encirclement operations. The sversee size
of the encircled area was 600 by 700 meters. The techniques are described
below:

1. VMeasuree taken to enhance the sccurscy of fires in supvort of the
encirclement meneuver:

2. Supnorting batteries are lrid, or re-lrid, on an szimuth to the
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AVDE-AQ 1 November 1958
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Inf-ntry Division frtillery for Period
Ending 31 Cctober 1967, RCS CSFNAR-65 (R1) (U)

sprroaximate center of the area of contsct to minirize siming nost (or col-
limator) displaeement

b. Supporting batteries are repistered within normsl trensfer limits
of the area of contact and the sheafs are chected if time snd the situation
permit,,

é. Careful, Hellberrte checks are made st each sten in the determination,
tranumisslon, and aonlication of firing dats within the firing batteries.

g. Only exnerienced observers of nroven sbility are used to sdijust fire
into the encircled area.

e. "hen there is £ choice of batteries to fire into the encircled area,
the selection is besed unon consideration of rpnge nrobable errors snd the
relationshio of esun-tsrget lines to trrget rnd trcoo urientstion. Becouse of
disversion considerations, a besttery is not fired into the encircled ares if
the target is nesr its meximum renge. .

2. Procedure for adjusting artillery into the encircled enemy nosition:

a. Positive comrunicstion is established with all forward obeervers snd
artillery liaison officers with the summorted mzneuver forces. Formally &
single FM fre~uency is used to coordinate and control all artillery firing
into and adjacent to the encircled are-.

b. The exact location of supnort~d maneuver forces is determined. Dur-
ing dlylighb hours panels, or occesicnally smoke, are used to mark the flanks
of each platcoon size element; et night, strobe lights are used.

§. If artillery has n~ Lcon adjusted oreviously into the exact area
during developmert of the encirclement, thw2 grid of the center of tkre encir-
cled area is rnormally sent in the initiel fire reguest, & "Drnger Close" warn-
ing is always included ir tr= iire request. (ne gun, firing shell white
phosphorous to burst 200 meters tove the prouny, is nwmeilr used to commence
the adjustment,

d. Mdjustment is continued with the white nhosnhorous markine round
until it is nrecisely above the center of tre encircled area, The air obser-
ver ugses appropristely located ground observers to assist him in determining
the aligmment of the markins round.

e. /fter the merking round is cestered, the cbserver resuects that the
ediusting gun fire one round, chell hirh exnlosive "on the deck” with fuze
celay, lelay fuze action i= e to airimize the fregmentstion e’fect should
the round land close to or =mzong tie suonmorted treoms, The delay-fuzed wro-
Jectile's imnect will <eldom be visible to the eir cbeerver. He must relv or
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AVDE-AD 1 November 1968
SUEBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Pivision 2‘rtillery for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS COFrR-65 (R1) (1)

visual or sound sensing from ground observers to learn if the shell impacted
&t a safe distance from 21l elements, Should the delay-fuzed projectile im~
vact too close Lo a friendly vosition, adjustment is continued with fuze de~
lay until all observers renort a safe immact.

£, Once g safe delsy fuze imnact is achieved (normelly the inivizl delay
fuge round) the air observer renuerts one pun, <ane round, fuse cuick., The ¢ir
observer can normally see the imneact burst achieved with fuze ~uick. Adjust-
ment is continved, if necessary, to center the adjusting niece.

8. The observer is now ready to bring in the remeining tubes of the bet-
tery. He requests a bettery one round, right by niece, by niece et his com~
mand, thus causing each piece to fire individuelly. A closed sheaf is normsl-
1y requested if the encircled area is varticularly smsll. The chserver senses
the impact of each round in relation to the last round fired by the adjusting

gun. Individual viece corrections may be mrde et this time but sre selcom
necessary.

h. The battery is now zdjusted into the terget ares #nd mey te further
adjusted by the air cobserver or a ground observer to neutralize or destroy the
enemy position. Each battery reouired to fire into the encirclec area is ad-
Justed using the described vrocedure, £ forwesrd observer on the ground mey
adjust a battery into the encircled area in coordinetion with the other forward
observers on the ground around the circle, but the process is mor: time con~
suming and involves & higher degree of risk to the supvorted forcs:.

i. Should a firing battery exhaust its supnly of the lot of ammunition
vsed to commence firing into the encirclement, the observer will be notified.
The observer will then give en approoriate correction from the last rounds
observed to bring the center of imnact neer the center of the encircled arez,
Cne gun will then fire one round of the new lot with fuze delay. If all
ground observers revort & safe immact, one round with fuze quick is fired.
If the air observer senses this round nsar the center of the encircled area,
he will request a battery volley ard continue the mission with the new lot,

(¢c) RECOM™ENDATION: Thet these techniques be disseminsted to other

orgasnizstions erd to approovrirte ertillery training agencies for informetion
and nossible utilization.

(2) (U) Airmobile Artillerv Firing Platforms

(2) OBSERVATION: Airmobile ertillerr firing vlatforms ("perddy nletforme")
ere aerodynamicelly unstsble when rirlifted,

(b) EVALUATION: The light weight of the nletform relative to the area
-resented to the wind causes the pletform to oscillete in flight end to "floet"

13
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IVDE=£0 1 November 1968
SUBJECT: Cperational Revort of S9th Infsntry Division Artillery for Period
Tnding 31 Cctober 1968, RCS C3FOR-£5 (R1) (V)

during descent. ™ 28 Sentember » platform severely damaged a CH-47 helicoo-
ter csusing the pilot to jettison the olatform. ™he lizht weight of the plat-
form is a design ferture and should not be degraded because of this diffieculty.
It is believed that at rel-tively low air speeds the vlatform may be stable.
However, the 9th Infentry Division has adonted the nrocedures recommended below
to meclude accidents of this tywve.

(¢) RECOMTMEIDATION: That the pletform be transmorted by CV-54 hsliconter
with an M102 howitzer in place. As an alternstive, and always for the ammun-
ition storage vlatforms, eighty rounds of emmunition are loaded on the nlat-
form to orovide added weight for necessary flight stsbility,

(3) (C) Weterborns frtillerv in Tidel Areas

(a) OBSERVATION: Riverine artillery must often go into nosition over
extensive mud flats in ¢unvort of infentry sctivities ir i{nhe costal tide lands
and swamps.

(b) ZVALUATION: Access to vosition areas in these locations must be
accamplished at high tide. A unit inserted under these conditions will be
aground at low tide and will be immobilized until the next high tide, i0 to 12
hours later,

(c) RTCOM ENDATION: Maneuver commenders must be aware of the constraints
imposed by tidal conditions and be prenared to adjust maneuver plans to fire
support capabilities. The aliternative, to retain mobility, is to await ade-
quate tides for successive overations.

)

¢. (U) Training. Tuiiss of the Cannoneer

[}

_ (1) CBSERV/TION: D-ils dry-fire training is required to attein peak opro-
ficiency in the service o7 *he viece and in saf:ty doubls check procedures,

(2) EVALUATION: plthough . iwine “etispies mev handle menv missions and
fire hundreds of rounds deilv cdur.ng combat, their accurecy, safety, &snd svpeed
do not improve teyond certzin limits tecruse the battery X0 and chief of firing
battery cannot interrupt firing %o critique mistakes on the soot, This cen be
done only during lulls in firing, at whrich time the X0 drills the bettery in
dry-fire missions. The X0 and chief of firing battery each observe a section
closely through geveral sets of fire commsnds originated at the fire direction
center; then, after commanding "to the resr of the niese, fall in", they check
the sight picture ard ecccursey of setting of the oticr sactions, The exsreise
. ineludes smnhasis on the nositive erecution of indevendent double checks,

This treining should be conduciz’ igorcusly, for not more thea 30 ninutes at
each veriod. The objischive is neerly error free nerformsnce, with the rare
error immediately cdetected kv the doutle cieck system,
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LVDE=-40 . 1 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operationel Report of 9th Infentry Division frtillery for Period
Ending 31 Nctober 1962, RCS CoPOR-65 (31) (U)

(3) RECOM:ENDATION: That all firing units incorporate dry-fire exer-
cises in their deily training routine,

d. (C) Intelligence. Lisision Visits to ARVN/GUN Cfficials

(1) OBSERV/TICN: An aggressive and well trained tesm consisting of an
intelligence MCO and an interpreter, working together in the same geographical
area for an extended period of time made significant contributions to the in-
telligence collection effort.

(2) FRVALUATION: The artillery battalion intelligence NCO and an internre-
ter were dispatched daily to visit village chiefs, local nolice, RF/FF outnosts,
4RVN outposts, and local officials within the brigade's nermanent TAOI. Fre-
quent visits with the same officials over a2 period of time built a ramport Le-~
tween the informants and the team which resulted in the acquisition of signi-
ficant intelligence.

(3) RECOMMENDATICN: Thet the intelligence NCO/intervreter team concent
be utilitzed in all permanent A0's to establish contact with those local offi-
cials who are potertial sources of information concerning VC activities.

e. (U) Logisties. Wone.

f. (U) Orgenization. None,

g. (U) Other. None.

3. Section 3, Headnpuarters, Devartment of the irmy Survey Information.

None.

4 s .
/‘ IR P AR /\\
4 Inecl R.G. GARD, JR.
as Colonel, Artillery
Incl 2 W/D, Hgs, DA Ccmmanding
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AVDE-MH (1 Nov 68) 1lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division Artillery for
Period Ending 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (R-1) (U)

Headquarters, 9th Infantry Division, APO San Francisco 96370 & UE Ly

70: Commanding General, II Field Force, Vietnam, ATTN: AVFBC~RE-E,
APO 96222

1, This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report
Lessons Learned from Headquarters 9th Infantry Division Artillery for the
period ending 31 October 1968,

2¢ Two copies of this report have been sent to the Assistant Chief of
Staff for Force Development, Department of the Army.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

S Crmnen

HN B. TOWER
Lieutenant Colonel, GS
Acting Chief of Staff
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AVFBC-Rs~H (1 Nov 68) 2nd Ind
SUBJCTs Operational Keport of yth Infantry Division Artillery for Period
snding 31 October 1968, ®CS CsFUR-65 (R1) (U)

DAy HQ II FFORC&V, APO wan Francisco 96266 &8 DEC 196/
THRUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, &TTN: AVIGC(DST), AU 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Facific, ATTN: GROr-DT, APU 96558

T0s Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This heazdquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Uperationz:
Report-Lessons Learned of the 9th Infantry Division Artillery for the :eriod
ending 31 Gctober 1968, with the following comments.

2. (C€) Reference section 2, para 2b(1), <ncirclement Operations ("rile (n").

a. This is a well-conceived technique. Its complexity requires very
careful and thorough coordination both within artillery elements and between
the artillery and the maneuver force. That this technique has been employed
on numerous occasions with consummsate success is a credit to both those who
planned it and those whc have executed it.

b. Beczuse of the singular success of the artillery's contribution to
these operations, a thorough explanation of the technique was presented to
commanders of artillery in II1I Cor;s Tacticzl 4one at 2 recent Commanders!
Conference held gt tnis necdouarters.

¢. This informezion wiil be dissemincted to all artillery units in a
conpilation of lezsuris lew ™ :. b.ing trepared by this beadquarters.

3, (U) Reference Jec..on 2, »ersz 25(2), airmcbile Artillery Firing Platforms;
para 2¢, buties of the Camncne o, and dara 2d, Liaison Visits to ﬁRVR/GVN
Officials. These lesscrs lea:. ~ are alze of aul{icient value that they

will be incliuded in the compiiav: o ¢ lessons learned *to Y2 dis:iributed to

all artillery units.
h = i:;%
D
P— v

0, B FORY <
1LT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THE COMJANDERy
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AVHGC-DST (1 Nov 68) 3d Ind (u)th . Mviston Artillems £
SUBJECT: Operational Report of nfantry sion llery for
Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO Sen Francisco 96375 I R

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewsd the Operational Report-Lessons Learned

for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters, 9th
Infantry Division Artillery and concurs with the report as modified by

the 2d Indorsement,

FOR THE COMMANDER:
q. C. AFNTA

CPT, AGC )
Assisiant Adjujent Geperal

Cy furn:

HQ II FFV
HQ 9th Inf Div Arty

1)

.
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GPOP-DT (1 Nov 68)  4th Ind )

SUBJECT: Opcrrzional Report of HQ, 9th Inf Div Arty for Period Ending
31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 6 JAN 1969

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 .

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Gl ot

C. L. SHORTY
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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AVDE-40 1 November 1962
Inclosure 1 to Oreretionsl Revart of 9th Infantry Division frtillery for
Period Snding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (u)

FERMANENT »ND SEMIPERMANENT FIRE SUPPORT BASES

UNIT - NORMAL LOCATION

1at Battalion, 11th Artillery Dong Tam XS 443
Battery A Dong Tam XS 4123
Battery B FSPB Foore XS 2650
Battery C Dong Tam X2 4143

2nd Battalion, Lth Artillery Tan An XS 5565
Bettery 4 Rack Kien xS 7469
Battery B Binh Phuec ¥S 6155
Battery C Tan Tru Y8 6663

Irg Fattalion, 34th Artillery v long Tem IS 4143
£1) battepies barge mounted., No land nositione normally,

‘st Battalion, @4th Mrtillery Dong Tam IS 4143
Battery * Thu Thua X8 5470
Battery B FSPE Moore XS 2650
Battery ¢ Een Tre X8 5132
Battery D Dong Tam ¥5 1143

5th Battalion, 77th Artillery Can Tho WS 8310
Battery 4 Vinh Long XS 0733
Battery B Can Tho W5 2310
Battery ¢ Soc Trang ¥R 0662

CONHBENTML
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AVDE-AQ 1 November 1968
Inclosure 3 {Missions Fired, Rounds Expended snd Terget Surveillznce) to
Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division Artillery for Period Inding

31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR~65 (R3) (U)

1. V¥issions fired end rounds exnended by battalion. Rounds end missions are
indicated by category of target according to the follo-ing classification:

a. Confirmed: Location is known &nd presence of enemy determined by
cortact or by observation of activity by air or ground otservers. Includes
hard targets such as bunker comvlexes.

b, [cruired: Location is based on SLAR, SPi3, Red Haze, rround =urveil-
larce radar, sirborne personnel detectors and other detection devices, I[ires
are based on timely reaction and meet All of the following conditions:

(1) Detection by one or more of above sensory devices.

(2) validation by anelysis of enemy pattern of overations.

(3) Terrain enelysis by comnetent tsrgeting agencies.

c. Counterbattery: “nown or susnmect locs*i~ns fired on imnediatelr before,
during, or imedistely sfter enem. rocret /morter/artillery ettecks,

d. Preparations: Fires nlecad on 17's, beachhezrs #nd objectives or aress
prior to air assault or occupation by friendly forces. Includes reconnaissance
by fire amd blocking missions.

e. Interdiction: T[ires delivered for the vurpose of denying the enemy the
use of an area or pcint. Includes targets fired as a result of agent revaris
which are not sufficiently relisbic to fall in the Confirmed ratepcry,

f. Specisl Pnrpose: Togistrations, merking missions, nevigetion missions,
calibraticns, adjustment of dzfensive concentratiors, =7 "Llumination missions,

h, Others: Tires for trai ne. demoncir=ti-ns, sz viee prsctice and
“ther categories rat listed,
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: 1 November 1962
Inclosure 3 (Fissions Fired, Dour\ds nxnended #nd Terget Surveillance) to Onerationzl Revort of 9th Infantry

e e RN

CONFIRMED ACOUIREC  COUNTER ETRY PREP/R!TION INTERDICTION SP PURPOSE OTHER
MONTH UNIT Msns Eds Msus Rds Mens Rds Msns Rds 'isns Rds Mens Reds Mens Rds
fug i1 91 6668 519 10761 56 3713 37 14,02 112 2076 125 1420 L 72
Sep 76 5563 385 105L0 12 708 13 1351 15 625 130 1369 0 .0
(st 58 5{35 168 11715 50 1566 23 2225 13 302 72 1161 0 [o
TOT4L 225 17856 1072 33016 1L@ 5987 73 L4978 170 3003 333 3950 4 72
Aug 2<4, 105 8263 264 5509 32 1549 1@ 611 101 3395 183 3725 4 51
Sep 67 10026 177 2255 30 1373 (4 500 105 2136 131 2706 0 0
Oct % 6523 216 4657 21 916 i3 W3 53 2320 146 3043 11 157
TOTAL 266 24812 657 12421 83 3838 41 1593 261 7851 460 974 15 20¢
Aug 3-34 129 10106 400 11228 55 1951 19 249 47 83, 137 1987 0 0
Sep 92 7805 146 4343 39 561 25 1798 3@ 735 281 3475 0 o}
Oct 135  _L15 425 10129 64 145 59 4121 141 2329 295 4290 1 é
TOTAL 356 25327 971 25700 158 3957 103 @26 226 3898 713 9752 1 6
Aug 677 75 4063 645 2085 25 9%0 19 447 1276 3931 23 325 o 0
Sep 157 7384 167 208, 80 779 24 1,82 1687 5893 225 1494 g 132
Oct 125 4392 178 2143 24 51 12 336 1201 L4800 45 459 10 112
TOTAL 357 15839 940 6312 129 2390 55 2321 1164 11624 293 2278 18 244
tug  1-84 132 3015 385 L4572 65 1070 14 301 90 1079 228 2518 o] 0
Sep (155) 81 2327 610 74,95 82 592 11 130 156 2160 226 2263 2 28
Oct 88 2755 634 9052 49 1072 12 304 63 1056 177 1758 2 32
POTAL 301 8097 1629 21119 196 2710 37 1035 309 L2L5 631 6539 4 80
CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDE-~40 1 November 1968
Inclosure 3 (Missions Fired, Rounds Expenced end Trrget Surveillance) to Operational Revort of Sth Infentry
Division Artillery for Period ®ndi-g 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-€5 (R1) (i7)

2, (C) Missions Fired and Rounds Exnended:

CONFIRMED ACOWIRED COUNTZR BTRY PREPAR;TICN INTERDICTIO!: SP FURPTSE OTHER
MONTH UNIT Msns Rds Msns Rds Msns Pds Msns Rds ¥sns Rds !sns rds Msns Ras
Aug 1-84, 37 606 206 1627 37 312 3 75 0 ¢c 26 32¢ 0 0
Sep (a") 3 S84 ég 605 28 76 2 INA 3 11 26 330 1 [N
Oct 31 1205 % 820 0 0 2 33 32 178 25 210 2 40
TOTAL 99 2395 3T 3078 65 308 7 152 35 185 77 a6e 6 104

3., (U) Target Surveillance, The following target information includes -nly confirmed drmage assessment
of targets fired on by the organic unite of the 9th lLivision frtillery:

Funkers and
Other Military

Ve -Structures Sampans
Killed Pestroyved Destroyed
304 507 52

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDE-AO 1 November 1968
Inclosure 4 (Civic Action Report) to Operationsl Renort of 9tk Infantry Division Artillery for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HHB DIV ARTY 2/L ARTY 1/11 ARTY 3/3L ARTY 6/77 ARTY 1/84 iRTY  TOTAL
MEDCAPS: .1
NUMBER HELD i 30 24 8 8 7 8,
PATIENTS TREATED 968 1480 2953 773 1239 663 8076
I CAPS: i2
NUMBER HELD 4 16 11 31
PATIENTS TREATED 187 844 296 1327
TOTAL
MANHCURS
CHURCHES 2-Pagoda repair
1-Catholic 520 Hrs.
Church repair
olassrooms :
ORPHANAGE Built 2
rooms 400 Hrs,
DISPENSARTES 1-Isolation
Ward built 180 Hrs,
OTHER Built RF/PF  Built 50' $150 dona~ Lepers-$300 $450 Donations
Latrine wooden tions donations 290 Manhours
(24 nrs.) sp&n‘(2h0
hra, /7
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1 MNovember 1962

Inclosure L (Civic 4ction Report) to Operational Remort of 9th Infantry DPivision Lrtillery for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HHB DIV LRTY 2/4 ARTY 1/11 ARTY 3/34 ARTY 6/77 ;3TY 1/84 ARTY TOTEL

COMMODITISES
DISPENSED

MATRRIALS (1bs)

HEALTH KITS
SCHOCL LKITS
FOOD (lbs)
LUMBER
CEMENT

TIN

FOOTNOTES

Sand & Clothing ,
gravel 300 1bs, 2300 1bs.
2000 1bs,
100 _ , 100 ea.
175 360 200 735 ea.
200 1%s. 1200 1bs, 150 1bs. 2150 1bs,
150 BF,. 1500 BF. 1650 BF.
40,000 lbs. 2500 lbs. 2200 1bs, 44,700 1bs=,

520 Sheets

140 Shests 660 Sheets

1. & MEDCI/P is civic action activity in a secure area where civilian versonnel are provided
medical treatment without intellierence or other military objectives.

2 An TICAP is any civic action conducted in & contested or insecure area, ICAPs are con-
ducted in conjurction with intelligence, psyoo and security personnsl, each nerforming

(R 20

their customary duties,
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