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Operational Report of 9th Infant~ Dt:n.sion for Period Erid1ng 
31 October 1~68, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U) 

Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnan, Aft'N: .&VFBC-RE-H, APO 96266 
Commanding General, United States .Army- Vie-tnam, ATT?h AVHGC(IS!'), APO 96375 
Commanding General, United States Army- Pacii'ic, ATTN: GPOP-Dl', APO 96558 

-~(c\ .§.ection 1, Operations: Significant .Activities. 

~c) Introduction .J 
(1) During this reporting period 1 Aug~t 68, the 9th Infantry 

Di vision continued operations in support of Amissions and tasksj e-i ther · ·•-" ,, 
specified or implied by III Corps/II FFORCEV Combined Campaign Plans 1968, 
dated 15 Dec 67; the RVNAF, JGS/MACV Combined Campaign Plans 1968, Al3 143, 
dated 1 Nov 67 and 1 Jun 68, and instructions for 4th.Quarter CY 68. 

'-~vision HeadqU£ten nuined at :tong T• (~) throughout the reporting 
· period. Division headquarters rear was maintained at Camp Martin Cox 

(YS1799) until 9 September to facilitbte the transfer of responsibility for 
Bien Hoa Provinc9 to the Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force. As a result the 
9th Infantry Division's present Tactic~l Area of Interest (TAOI) consists 
of Long An, Go Cong, Dinh Tuong and Kien Hoa Provinces~(See inclosures 3). 

(2) The mission of the 9th Infantry Division ~s t:_c duct sustained, 
coordinated combined air and ground operations to destroy ·et Cong (VC) 
and North Vietnamese (NVA) main and local force units, and their install­
ations and in.frastructnl'."e in the T.&OI; in close cooperation and coordi­
nation with Task Force 117 to execute ground and riverine operations to 
interdict VC/HVA land and water lines of communicetion and deny the use 
of their base areas and to destroy targeted main and local force units; 
conduct consolidation and pacification operations to identify and destroy 
VC guerrilla units and infrastructure and Pecure population centers and 
LOCs in clooe coordination and cooperation with the govemment of Vietnam 
(GVN) forces; conduct support operations to further &ssist the GVB pacifi­
cation program by &nhancing the capability of the~ of the Republic of 
Vietnam(.tRVN), Popular Forces (PF), and Renonal Force■ (RF). and QY 

DOWN«;IADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
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contributine to the her._lth and wGlfarc of th£ civilian po:;ulation. 'I'rc 
9th Inf Div has successfully f!ccom1.lisJ-.::.:d this mission by c:ow·•wting the 
above operations in Dinh Tuonc, Long Im, Go Cong, Kien Hoa, ICien Phoung, 
Kien Tuong, Vinh Binh, Vinh Long, Gia Dinh, Hau Ngh:a, Phong Dinh, Chuong 
Thien, Kien Giang and Bien Hoa provinces. 

(3) '.i'he 9th Int Div was involved in combat during every day (92 days) 
of this repor·cing period while conducting four major operations tnat commen­
ced, terminated OT' ,..m,tim1P~ nn-i1'lP' the reporting period: 'rRUONG CONG liINH, 
QUYET CRI.!!N, TOAN THANG II and KUDzr 

(4) lm element of _the 9th Inf Div 1 the 3d S; .• uadron, 5th Ce.valry (-), 
pr.rticipnted in ccmbat opcre.~:;_ons in tbe I Corps Tactical i.One (I C'11Z). 
'.i'he squadron conducted mounted and dismounted patrols in this ~one. Troop 
D remained at Camp hartin Cox and later at Dong Tam and pa·:•ticii;ated in 
missions as assit..,ned by division headquarter·s. 

(5) There we:::-e two major changes within the division during this 
r.tcporting period. 'i'he first change was the return of the Royal Thai Army 
Volunteer Reciment (RTAVR) to Thailand on 15 August 1968. The RTAVR had 
beP.n OPCON to the 9th Infantry Division since September 1967. The second 
change involved a switch of Infantry battalions between the 9th Infantry 
Division and the 1st Infantry Division. This change took place on 12 and 
13 September and involved the 5th Bn ( mec:i) 60th Inf, 9th Inf Dj v and the 
1st Bn 16th Inf, 1st Inf Div. These units switched unit designations on 
21 October 1968 in order that the divisions could retai~ the traditional 
lineage already established. 

(6) On 26 Aug 68, Col Im A. Hunt Jr. replaced Col I.ency Emerson as 
1st Brlgade ::!ommander due to injuries sustained when his helicoptei: ...... .., 
brought down by hostile fire. At this time LTC Johr. B. •rower became thE: 
acting Chief of Staff and LTC Fred K. :Mahaffey became the acting G-3. On 
16 Oct, BG Frank L. Gunn replr~ed :00 Elvy B, Roberts as assistant division 
commander. On 15 Augu::,t LTC John A. Hemph.ill replaced Col Georee c. Benson 
as 3d Bde comc-.ander and on 6 September Col George E. Bland replaced Col 
Robert W. Archer ~s 2d Bde commmider. At 1st Bde on 10 October Col John P. 
Geraci replaced r.n1 Ira A. Hunt Jr., who returned to his former position as 
Chief of Staff. LTC T')wer then resumed his position as G-3o 

(7) The 9th Signal Battalion was awarded the }:eritorious Unit Ccmmen­
dation for outstanding service from 19 Dec 66 to 18 Dec 67, and the 709th 
I•~aintenance Bat talion re•cei ved a Meritorious Unit Commendation for c;;ception­
ally outstanding service during the period 1 Dec 66 to )i Dec 67. 
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b. (C) Orrmdzi:tion 

(1) Under the provisions of USARl'.AC Generel Order No 354, the followill{ 
units ar~ reorganizj_r16 ur.der the new River:l.ne M'l'OE. The riverine orE;ani­
_zi::tion was designed to maximize an infantry battalion's effectiveness .ro~ 
operations in inu.-,dF.ted areas by eliminating non-essential Plil:~tary occupt­
tional specialties (NOS) and equipment, and adding inf'ar,tryman (11 &e.ries) 
and equipment made necessary by the riverine environment. 

Strength authorizations ai·e as follows: 

!!E.U. OFF WO. !li 1::QQ E.I'F. 1i,TE 

HHC, 3d ]~de 28 3 158 1c9 15 Oc~ 68 
4th Bn, 39tl; Inf 37 1 776 G14 1 ,~ug Ge 

Reorg-anhation of the::;o uni ts is scheduled to be completed by ·.;r.c l.!r.L;. 

of Ifovember. '1'he b2lar:ce of the division reorcanizetion Les tl.:t':,'lll': fJ1d indic­
cations are t:.e full rwrr211ization of the division will be cou.pleted by 
the first of the ye&r. 

(2) Under the provisions of USi.RV General Order r](1. 4182 the United 
States Special SE::curi ty iJetacbr.:cnt was attacheu to tl.e 9th Infan~.;ry .uivision. 

(3) Under th2 1-,1.·ovisior- of U~J;RV General Orde::.- no. 4LA7 the 61st 
Medicel .Detach:::ent was Htteched to the 9th Infantry Livision. 

(4) Organizational Structure - Incl 1 

(5) Roster of Key Fersor.nel - Incl 2 

( 6) Division 'I'i10I - Incl 3 

c. ( C) Personnel and ;;dr::inistration 

(1) General Dat~: See Inclosurc four for informl!tiou m<l statistics 
concerning th€ followinG: 

INCL 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Maintenance of unit strength. 

Personn~l Management. 

Development and maintenance or·morale. 

Maintenance of discipline, law and Olri!.er. 
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Significant Activities: 

(a) Adjutant General: During this period ihe AG s«ticn completed 
its move to Dong Tam and "'BB fully operatior,sl at the new J.ocation by late 
August. 

(b) Surgeon: 

! Operation Sofestep: Operation Safeetep was ~ont.ir.ued during thi~ 
quarte1.-. Its pri111817 purpose is to investigate the causes, prevention and 
treatment of· skin disease~ affecting US personnel operating in the Mekong 
Delta. Seldcted volunteers tested various models of jungle and paddy boots, 
special socks and light weis;r.t tennis shoes in a test rice paddy and an old 
banana grove. The heavy Nomex boot proved to be the beet of six boots testeci 
for durabili t¥ s ankle· support, rapid drying and troo~ acceptance. i~y J.on 
socks were superior in durability f.slnd comfort. ii. cali'-lt:.ngth vinyl wader was 
tested in ,a waterpmof gear experiment, apd,w~s round to decrease the incicience 
of disease. Waterproof socks will be teste~ when available. ~ennis shoes 
without' socks proved useful for bivouac and base camp wear, not involving 
walking long distances. 

g Griseofulvin propJ\ylaxis in fungal disease: ~wo ex~eriments conduc­
ted last,q_uarter resulted in a dramatic ·decrease in t'ungal disHse of the 
skin. A field trial of proph,ylactic Gziseofulvin, o., grams daily, was con­
ducted in one infantry battalion dill'ing September and October. i"here were 
67 patients with fungal disease durin& this period. The predicted number 
of cases based on r,~st experience durill6' th.is per!od wF,S 1~130. Of the 
67 cases, al 1 weh aciequately treated ~ the battalio 1 aid station and no 
act.verse side effects were reported. Conclusion: Griseofulvin is an effec­
tive mean_s of preventing fungal disease in a hie;b risk populationft i<'urther 
field trials w.ill be conducted to establish the most effective safe dosage 
and to determine if propn;ylaus is ne~essary during the dry seeson. 

{ c) Red Cross: During thls period the Red Gross Clubmo-bile unit strength 
wr.s reuuc~d by one, ttis resulted in fewer visits to troop units. 'It ibex­
p1::ct1:d that one additional girl will be added to the unit nt!xt month, enabli.n& 
t.nis firogra!T. to :2::esume l ts for:ner level, 

ld) ~iger Sccuts: 11he 9th :Uivision Tiger Scout }Jrogrsm h&s made sig­
nificant advances. At t:ne en4 of th.!.s reporting :period trie Divlsion was em­
ploying 234 Tiger Scout:i. An incri;ase in authorization wns obtalnod from ~ 
US.ARV to enable 'the. DivisiGJl to ea,10, ,,0 Tiger Scouts. Durinc thf s period. 
111 English la.n~ ivcllool tc,r 'l'.i.gcr Scouts wu:: begun. Tae puri;or;r- of tlte. 

,c!,ool is to te .. h buic CO}lfiDIAlffN-hey vill then be 
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more effective in communication with US Troops. The school bas a student 
load or ten who Nceive six hours of training each day for a two week per­
iod. Initial results indicate that the language t:ra:ln:lng, although 1:1.rd.ted, 
has proven to be of value to the s~outs, enabling them to more rapi~ com-
municate with US soldiers. · 

. (e) Finance: · The majority of the Finance section moveu. fr011 Camp 
Martin Cox to Dong Tam on 15 Sep 68. Unintel'1'1lp'ted cashier and Finance Liai­
son service waa provided at 4 different locations within the diVision area 
of responsibility during the period of displacement. At ~he present time 
only·an in-processing tea remains at Camp Martin Cox in support of Reliable 
Academy. It is anticipated that the remainder of the Finance section will 
move to Dong Tam in late November 1968. 

d. (C) Intelligence 

(1) Disc~ssion ?nd Recapitulation of l!helll1' Order of Battle. 

(a) Discussion. 

! General: Since the abortive May offensiw,' the enemy's shattered end 
demoralized units lµng to tJ,,.ir base areas and attempted to Nbuild their 
force for a mu.ch }~'fi,ciz~J Thil'd Offensive. In July, the enemy attempted 
to rebuild with local recruitment and began to reorganize his political 
str.icture. By August the enemy l1as organizing new village organizations 
without the stigma of the NLF name although the party members wen to be care­
fully inserted to insure cuu11r.ol. These new organs of local government were 
to have been "freely" elected, Directives conceming the manner of conduc­
ting the elections and progress within each district in Long An Province 
have been captured throughout the reporting period and indicate that by 
late August there had been une,tisfactory pr.ogress with the exception of one 
village in Can Giuoc District and one in Tan Tru District. In October, 
lists of candidates for Villages began to be captured or reporhci.by agents 
and indicated the enelll1' had appHed pressure to complete the elections. In 
Dinh Tuong and Kien Boa however, the enemy evidently achieved some success • 
.A~nt reports have indicated there have been elections or lists of candidates 
drawn up for elections in~ estimated~ of the villa&9R. Throushout the 
reporting period, the enelll1' was fo:rced to rely on hia loccl forces, aap:pers 
and guerrillas for his offensive actions. The enemy's plane for ths Third 
Offensiva attack With his major battalions we1~ completely thwarted and the 
ma.ior forces were systematically chased and cut up by friendly forces. The VC/ 
ff A has suffered such losses that, despite his Ninforcement and recrui tin,r 
efforts, the present total strength oi' his major forces is less thar. at the be­
ginning of thft period. At the end of the reporting period it appears t!lat 
once again the enemy is attempting to build for an offensive in early Novem­
ber. 
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2 Long An Province: Ii. VC Long An Province several changes have been 
made in the political structure. It appears that the old Long An Province 
Committee has reorganized to fit the sub-region organization by forming a 
Northem and ~outhern Long An ProVince with Hwy 4 dividing the two provinces 
similar to Sub-regi~n 2 and 3. The loss of the area south of Vam Co Tay from 
the "Island" area to the mouth of the Vam Co to MR II for military operations 
has caused a reorganization of the Long An Province rear service agencies. 
The !lJC south of the Vam Co Tay, while using the s~me units, must now support 
both MR II and Sub-region 3 forces, The Vam Co Tay LOC is also the primary 
supply route into the Tri-border area south of the "Mouse Ears" area which 
supports VC Go Cong ProVince, eastern VC l~ Tho Province, and southern VC 
Long An. During September and October, the intensity of activity along the 
WC indicated that sufficient supplies entered southe.m Long An to support 
another major offensive. The cost the enemy has been forced to pay for these 
suppli~s in September and October is over 60 sawpans destroyed; and the 
annihilation of the 36 man~ Phuoc Tay Guerrilla Force (33 killed) which 
handled supplies in the vicinity of the "Island" as well as an additional 
40 VC killed along the supplv line in scattered contacts. 

,l SR-3: In early Aug~st, SR-3 was faced with the problem of mounting 
another offensive on SAieon without sufficient replacements. The battalions 
of SR-3 that had participated in the May Offensive (1st, 2d, Phu Loi II, 265, 
Dong Nai, and 6th Bns) were unable to recruit a sufficient number of personnel 
to recover from the losses of May. Additionally, continued small contacts with 
the 1st Brigade had constantly whittled away what limited personnel gains that 
had been made. The 294 NVA Bn had been sent to SR-3 to bolster the forces, 
but was hit hard by th~ 1st Bde in June jus;; after its arrival. Initially, the 
SR-3 Commander, Tu Than, felt it better to keep the 294 Bn intact to preserve 
its morale~ but ca1-1tured documents in August stated that morale had so deter­
iorate~ in the battalion, tr.at there were only 10 men in the 2d Co that 
would·fight during a countersweep, and that the 2d and 3d Co leaders continu­
dly stayed in the rear in order to be the first to run away. SF.-3 then dis­
persed the 294 ;in to the 1st and 2d Bns. In preparation for the Third Offen­
sive, the SR-3 with its low priority on replacements from COSVN, received only 
the 520 Bn from Kien Hoa and had to do the best with what t.hey had available, 
Therefore, the Phu Loi and Dong Nai Ens were combined to form the Dong Phu 
Bn and the CO and. XO of the Dong Nai took 01•ex the SR-3 operations and train­
ing section. The 265 and 6th Bns were cr~oined to fonn an understrangth 265 
Bn, and the available ~eplacements wer~ sent to the 1st and 2d Bns. The 
plan for the Third Offensive called ~or the 1st and 2d Bns to be the ma5.n · 
attacking force with the Dong Phu :i.n reserve, the 265 Bn to attack Nha Be and 
keep the comma routes open for tPd main battalions, and the 520 Bn was to 
infiltrate Saigon. From the t~ginning, SR-3 1 s part in the offensive was doomed 
as the 1st Bde struck the: 5ZO Bn in the area south of the "Mouse Ears" and 
they reeled so-._.-;;~-• .int.<. Dong Son. Then,in rapid succession1 the 1st Bn was 
caught and hurt southwest of Can Giuoc, and the 2d Bn was -spotted near Long An-
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Gia Dinh border. For two days ani nights, the 2d Bn attempted unsuccessfully 
to evade contact. The 1st Bde then hit both the 1st and 2d Bns one more time 
southwest of Can Giuoc ss they attempted to pull out. The ilM'ated ?~5 Bn 
was encircled and lost 79 killed southeast of Can Giuoc onl; ~ vaek atteir i't 
had lost 59 in brief,'vicious encounters with the 1st Bde. The Don~ Phu Bn 
moved continually during this time to avoid contact, but fWs reported they 
were struck by artillery and air frequently and never got into position for 
the offensive. After the failure of the offensive, SR-3 initially sent its 
battalions to the previously secure base areas -mere the 1st Bde pursued 
them, contacting the 1st, 2nd, 265. and 520 Bns in September. The enem;,y 
assessed the situation and foun~ the) were unable to eTen supply the batta­
lions du"' to the 1st .Bde's continual interdiction of tbe WCs. They were 
losin"' too maey battles due to what they called "Hawk tactics" (the 1st 
Bde's "piling on" tactics). SR-3 assisned each battalion to a diotric·t 
or districts fo:r support •md broke the battalions down into acatt"red 
squad-pla'i:oon sized Pl,,.n,fmts. Captured SR-3 documents r-)nfim only 4 
diatricta (Tan Tru, Can Duoc, Can Giuoc, imd Nha Be) and 4 Saigon precincts 
(2,4,7,8) under SR-3 control. In mid-October, new plans for an offensiVt! 
were formulated by SR--5 and, according to the captured CO and XO of the 
Training Section SR-5 9 a trcining period commenced on 16 October to last 
for approximately 20 dayc. On 27-28 Oct, according to the Pjs, the ur:its 
were to commence platcon-cized movement in preparation for QJl attack on 
Saigon sometime between 3-10 Nov. On the evenj.ng o.f 26 Oct, radar detecttid 
a significant increase in movement in Can Giuoc, and on the 27th, tnt 265 
Bn was hit in eastern Hiep Phuoc (V), Can Giuoc (o). Radar continu~d \O 
show heavy enemy move~Pnt from the 26th of Oct 'Until the end of thP. 
reporting period with ,ontinued aciivity along the inf.i.ltreticn ro1o1tes 
into Saigon. 

a Dinh 'fu~!".g .P:rcvincei In August~ the forces of MR-2 began t-~ 
feel the-pressure of all.ied operations as the heretofore n~lo ti v•:: security 
cf B.A 470 was dissotved ir. a series of continued operatfons by alLect forces. 
On 13 Aw~, the ent~n:y 's dt..t,Bck plan on Cai Lay was captu.red. Later, the 7th 
J,RVN Div captured the Ch.:.et of Staff of the E-1 Regt who coni...rmed that the 
loss of thld plan canceled the attack. The E-1 Chief of Staff reported that 
the cvnstant pressure of operations, air and artillery was taking its toll 
on the morale and strength of both the E-1 and E-2 regt•s of MR-2. Evidence 
of the reduced ability of these units came in early September when 4 batte­
licns attacked Giao Due, an isolated district town, and failed. Pr1:?viously 
this would have been a one to two battalion attack; ar.d from the amount of 
forces used should have been more Pucceasful. In early Oct, the 3d Ede 
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fc..md ~md destroyed the 261B :Im in a two day fight, killing 139. Pw' s and 
docwents ca;,tured in October indicate all the main battalions of MR-2 
except the 26TB had been hit during September and October. The 267B was 
:reported as moving to~ Thu, Cambodia, 1n late Se»tember and may possibly 
have been essigneli to sa .. 2 as it was prior to the Ti'l' Offensive. On 18-19 
Oct, the 3d Bde struck the 514C & in southem BA 470 and killed 40 yr, by 
body count • .A!te'.l' mid-OctC\ber, the lll-2 battalions were reported moving on 
the :peri~her-J of BA 470 or passing rapidly thru central BA 470. On 26 
Oct..)ber, the 7th ARVN Division hit elements of the 514c and 261.A battalions 
in the eaetern fringes of BA 470. From this and other October contacts 
it is •Pra:t-en\; the enemy is no longer using the canals with his former 
impunity, but is now hiding away from the canal lines anc. attempting to 
stay 1n areas where the nu.es of engaaement afford him an advantage. The 
bound4'ey eh&fl8'e w.ith MH-2 and SR-3 which gave MR-2 the area south of Vam 
Co Tiq !roll! the "Island" to the jwiction of the Vam Co has placed an added 
burden on MR-1; as Tan An, the capital of Long An Province, was included. 
A ?.' xeported -~hat the 261A .Bn tried to attack the Can Dot airstrip west of 
Tan An in latu ~3l8\1St but failed. The attack by this battalion was reported 
at the time as a small probing attack by local force elements-since the 
attack was so poorly c~nducted. 

b Go Cong Province: The enemy activity 1n Go Cong continued at a 
low level-as allied forces made inroads within the local guerrilla structure. 
The 51433 Battalion was hit twice in August by 7th ARVN Division forces and 
was never an effective force during the reporti.n8 period. In early August, 
the VC were recruiting 14-16 year-olds for their fcrces; but they generally 
deserted as rapidly as opportunitiPR presented themselves. Then on 14 Oct, 
the 2d :Ede strunk R hospital co~plax and the 206 LF Comp&Jzy' in the south­
eastern portion of Go Cong Island, killing 22 and detaining 20. This action, 
co·;lpled with an intensive RD effcrt in the southeastern part of Go Cong, ' 
which has produced over 160 Hoi Chanhs, has shaken the local VC structure. 

c Y.ien Hoa Province. The 2d Ede moved to Kien Hoa in late August 
after the-550 and 516 Battalions had attempted an attack on Ben Treon the 
21st. The 2ti :Brigade continued operations in September and October that 
hev~ taken a toll of the forces 1n ~ien Hoa. Initially, the Brigade invaded 
th£ Binh Dai and Thanh Phu base areas. It was determined that neither 
was an active ba~e area and had been relegated to a secondary status 
as ~torage area. In October, the enemy began re~cting to the 2d Brigade by 

. revertjng to Phese I and early Phase II-type guerril)A anttvitv. On 13 
Octo1'"'!r9 the Bde struck a fortified village in i.ortheast Kien Hoa Province, 
kilHr~ 24 guerrillas. On 22 October, 6 km's sou1.m:..,b~ .., ... ru~ ...... vJu, ,7 wv 
\iere killed. On the 23d the 2d Brigqde killed 70 VC of the 516 Bn. Contin­
uing the pressure with small actions dai1y, the Bde pinned a local force in 
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1-lp~ Lcr.g, killing 19 on 27 Octobe~. These actions have oaused the en.emy to 
disperse arid ttvadtt c~~t'a.ct in contrast with early AU8USt when all enemy elements 
woUJ.cl willingly engag.:, alli9d 1'orceli el\ter.inB thttir areas. At tbe ena of the 
reporting period the enemy is appu-ently shifting his emphasis to Mo Cay, as 
supplies have been captured along the LOC's into that ar~a with greater 
frequency. 

(b) Recapi t11lation. 

COMBAT 
filg! g.§! WCATION STRfflGTH EFF~TIVDfi5S 

SR-2 
9th VC Div 5915 CE 

271 Regt SW of Tay Ninh City 1400 CE 
272 Regt SW of Tay Ninh City 1400 CE 
273 Regt W of Tay Ninh City 1350 CE 

Cuu Long II Regt Vic of Pineapple Plantation 1100 CE 
6th LF Bn Southeastern SR-2 300 CE 
267 Bn Southern Hau Nghia 2rovince 250 MCE 
308 Bn Southel'!l Pineapple irea 150 MCE 
269 &i Sot';th~m Hau Nghia Province 250 MCE 

SR-3 
1st Bn (506) NW of Rach Kien City 250 MCE 
2nd Bn (508) lni of the Elbow Area 250 MCE 
Dong Phu Bn Long An-Gie Dinh border, south 200 MCE 

of i1lDlg Long Village 
265 :&1 SE of Can Giuoc City 150 MCE 
520 Bn NW of Can Duoc City 200 MCE 

Dinh Tuong Province 
1st Regt Vic West of Base Area 470 850 MCE 

261A Bn Unlocated in N Base Area 470 250 l>T,;E 
261:B Bn Central Base Area 470 125 MCE 
267B Bn BA 470, NW of DiJm Tuong Prov 250 MCE 

?--id Regt Vic East of Base-· Area 470 1000 CE 
26} lln Western Base A~a 470 300 CE 
514A Bn Unloceted in Base Area 470 300 CE 

Local Ft>rces 
514c Bn Northem Base Area 470 300 CE 
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C;OMBU' 
~ WCATION STRfflGT.a ffl'iC'J.',~S 

Go Cong P'/'QVinoe 
514B J'1 

Kien Hoa Province 
516 Im 
518 Bn 

550 Bn 

Vinh Binh Province 
501 Bn 
509 Bn 
510 Bn 
511 Bn 

Kien Phong Province 
502 :Bn 

Kien Tuong Province 
504 Bn 

Unlocated in W Go Cong Prov 

Southeast or Ben Tre City 
Dispersed in Co siz~ elements 

in BA 473 & S Thanh Pi~l Dist 

North and Nw of Ben Tre C:l.ty 

NW of Tra Cu City 
NW of Tra Vinh City in BA 487 
Vic of Cang Long City 
NW of Tra Vinh City in BA 487 

BA 470, SE Kien Phong Prov 

North-Central Kien Tuong Prov 

200 M::E 

300 CE 
300 CE 

200 M~E 

200 MCE 
250 MCE 
200 MCE 
250 MCE 

200 MCE 

"500 CE 

filIT!: CE - Combat Effective, MCE - Marginal Combat Effec,tJve; NCE - Non­
combat Effective. 

(c) Enemy Tecti~s and Teohni.q~es. 

D-iring the re:p:rting r,e~od, the ~nenzy resp,-,r.ds-d. to the "i-,iling or." 
tactil's by d.ispers.!.ng his brtt~a1lcns in platccn-siz,jd. grCU!JS so iLat the 
E:r,tir~ battalion could not be en~ircled and dest.roycd. The use o.f CS by 
friendly forces has caused t.he enemy to increase the amount of g~s masks 
in the TAOI. On two occasions in Long An~ the enemy attempted to use 
captured CS on ID'/PF elements. On both occasions, the enemy failed to 
check the wind and the CS was not effective. Captured documants have ordered 
enemy forces to use the wooded edges of the hamlets rather than the 1st rice 
paddy dike out from the wood line as done preViously. It is also significant 
that the VC directives spoke only of the use of :hamlets rather than deserted 
areasv an indication of a shift of local enemy bases into populated areas. 
The~e have been ,W incraased number of VC directives captured relating 
to booby trapping and mi~ing, confirming the increase in incidents noted 
during the reporting period. Special 5 man teams have been formed in Kien 
Hoa to ambush the boats of the Mobile Riveri11e Force. These teams normally 
have one RPG-2 or 7 rocket lal.mche= ~s the main ambush weapon. 
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(2) Enemy Losses: 

llA-2596 

Di'l'AINB-1239 

Ptls-304 

CHIEU HOI-45 

CR&I-SERVED WEAPONS (c/s)-111 

SM.~LL ARMS (SA)-729 

..MM0-139,650 (rd~) 

MINES-6,735 

GRAIN (TONS)-44.15 

SAMPANS-409 

STRUCTURES-696 

Bumll.S-5090 

(3) Intelligence Sources and Agencies 

(a) Counter Intelligence. 

1 Progress continued during the reporting period in the identification 
cf the-Viet Cong Infrastructure ope.ra·~ing within the Division TAOI. A total 
of 1,540 personalities were added to the Collllterintelligence Section's black­
list. This represents an increase of 70} names over the previous quarter. 
Of the 780 VCI identified in J.ong An Province, 129 were province·level cadre, 
105 were district level cadre and 546 were village and hamlet level cadre. 
Of the 661 VCI identified in Dinh Tuong Province, 3 were province level 
cadre, 27 were district level cadre, and 631 were village and hamlet level 
cadre •. Of the 99 VCI identified in Kien Boa Province, 2 were province level 
cadre, 12 were district level cadre, and 85 were vill&ge and hamlet level 
cadre. The following is a breakdown of the 1,262 hamlet and Village level 
cadre: 257 Chapter Coffllllittee; 106 Military Affairs Committee; 159 Finance 
and Economy Section; 99 Security Committee; 19 Political commi.ttc,e; 83 
Commo-liaison Agenta; 163 Fal'lllers Aasociation; 57 Womens' Liberation 
Association; 43 Youth Liberation 'Asaociation; 66 Proselyting Cadre; 64 

Page 11 of 69 Pages 

CONFI DEIVTIAL 

' f 
' 



CONFIDENTIAL 
AVDE-MH 15 November 68 
SUBJF.m': OperatiOlial Report of 9th !nfantq Division for Period &id:ing 

}1 October 1968, RCS CSFOB-65 (R1) (U) 

Propagand& Cadre; ·5 Medical Cadre; 2 Rear Service CadreJ 25 Hamlet Chi-eta 
and Assistant Chiefs; ar:d "114 VCI identified onq aa villaa- leftl cadre. 

1 luring this period, several reporta have been l!'eCeived of Viet 
Cong village elect:lona establishiJJg People'a Liberation Committees to enhance 
VC control of an area in the event that a negotiated peace settlement would 
call for a withdrawal of US troops from Vietnam. llocuments captured by the 
1st Brigade on 10 September 68 included an undated directive providing 

·BUidance for the establishment of a Viet Cong governaental structure. As 
outlined in the directive, the base or tbia organization would be the elected 
Village People's Liberation Council and the Village People's Liberation 
Committee, of seven to nine members nominated by that council. The village 
committees would appoint Hamlet Condttees, and District and Province 
Committees voul~ in turn be appointed from a congress of delegates of 
these lower bodies. The purported function of-these People's Liberation 
Committees is to publicize and implement party resolutions and policy. 
Reports indicate that village elections \ 1re held in VC Ben Tre Province 
in early September: 6 in VC Chan Thanh District, 4 in Bin Dai District, 
11 in Giong Trom District, 15 in Mo Cay District, 4 in Thanh Phu District, 
and 5 in Cho Lach District. As of ,3 October, village electiQll& in Dinh 
'I''Uoi~ P::ro·Jince were also reported to have been held in the following districts: 
5 in Giao Due, 1 in Cai Be, 8 in Cai Lay, 4 1n Lem,.. Dinh, 2 in Chau Thanh, 
and 3 in Cha Gao. 

, i Viet Cong propagandists have continued .;heir efforts to persuade 
9th InfEtry Division personnel to defect. The·. il8 now directing their 
propaganda specifically toward Negro soldiers, lAlring the month of Auswat, 
two possible SAEDA cases were re:l)Orted. :.Oi;h reports indicated there aro 
unknown persons and/or organizations in Saigon and Bien Hoa City who are 
attempting to exploit US Negro soldiers. In the first case, a 9th Infantry 
DiVision Negro soldier was asked to renounce US involvement in Vietnam. In 
the second case, as AWOL 9th lrd'antey Division Negro s~ldier was told by a 
Negrc> known as "Smokey" i..'l Bien Hoa City, that there was an undersround blaclc 
powe:t' movement in Blen Hca. For 15,000IVN this-organization can transport a 
US Negro.soldier to Caa.bociia .. If the Negro did not have the required money, 
he could still be transported to Cambodia. However, he would have to work 
for the Cambodian government until the equivalent of 15,000IVN had been paid. 
11 E:mokey" also stated that the Cambodian government would provide Negroes With 
riot training to prepare them for participation in disorders when they return 
to the United States. 

(b) The Division Interrogation Section r-ocessed a total of 10~8 detainees. 
The? following classifications were made: 308 innocent civilians, }9} civil 
defend.ante, }01 prisoners of war, Bild 36 Hoi Chanhs. In addition, the section 
prc,cessed 226 batches of captured documents, 198 of which were of tactical 
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value. The section also processed approximately 2,108 pounds of ca~tureQ 
material, consisting primarily of medical supplies and Viet Cong clothing 
and equipment. 

(4) Long Range Patrol (LRP) Activities. 

During the reporting period, Company E, 50th Infantry (LRP), 
continued to perform its mission of hat'rassing and interdicting the Viet 
Cong deep within ·he Mekong Delta. 'While the Company(-) continued to 
employ two 8 man pst~ols by River Patrol :Boats along the Song Nha :Be and 
one 8 man patrol with the Mobile Riverine Force, the bulk o! the pR.trol assets 
were employed at DoJ'l.g Tsu.~ Recomaiasanoe and :a.ishmaster Patrols attached 
to the 1st Brigade have had above average success in the accomplishment of 
their mission. 202 patrols have been cond1.10ted during this period. Cu~.tact 
was developed 71 times, and 56 reactions by artillery, air or ground forces 
were made to exploit lJiP contact • .Results were as follows: 47 VC KU (OC); 
26 11IF/U' PWs: 58 cases of grenades, 12 cases of TNT, .}0 75mm RR rounds, 5 
60mm Mm rounds, and an 18 inoh bench lathf:t captured. 

(5) Aerial Surveillance and Reconnaissance 

(a) lAlring the reporting period, with increased friendly activity in 
the IV Corps area resulting from the movement of the Division fnm Bearcat 
to Dong Tam, a marked increase resulted in all phases of the aerial suz-veill­
ance and reconnaissance program. Aerial photography missions increased 
from 101 to 239 rec€ivea and processed. Personnel Detector (people 
sniffer) missions increased from 82 to 48.}. Night infra-red and SLAR ltlssions 
flown at the request of the 9th Division increased from an average of 10 
targets/night to an avaeJ.;e of 20 targets/night and were successfully ec:plcyed 
to locate VC locations in the base areas of Dinh Tuong, Go Co~, and Kien Hoa 
Provinces. Infra-red end SI.AR dat were also. instrumental in selectiIAg B-52 
targets during the period. In order to_~educe tac time dela,Y trom ~Ae 
detection of a SLAR or Infra-red target in flight to the reaction taken 
against the target, the FSE oi' Division Artillery was selected as,the scle 
recipient of all ~T.AR-RED HAZE reports in the Division TAOI. Because of 
th<' t1rJv,rse effects of weather, particularly during September and October, 
snffioient data has not y~t been eccumulated to report statistical increases 
in reaction times as of the end of this period. 

(b) During the reporting period, the Imagery Interpretation Section, 
consistent with its basic mi.ssion, received and processef 239 aerial photo­
graph~c missions; and prepared and disseminated a total of 99 Imagery Inter­
pr~~ation Reports. In response to· specific requests, 54 photo mosaics, 30 
defense overlays, 3 aerial hand-held photographic missiono and 5 special 
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studies were als\) prepared. Prior to this reporting period, photograph~ 
requesting procedures were not standardized and complete coverage of the 
Division TAOI was not available. A new, simple end effective system has been 
implemented for requesting aerial photograpey from supporting commands. Thi~ 
consists of subdividing the Division TAOI into 10 by 10 kilometer areas utili­
zing a breakdown formulated by the Order of Battle Section. This not only 
provides a convenient crQss-referencing of intelligence and better graphic 
representation of the photographic status for the division, but also facil­
itates systematical requesting for aerial photographic coverage of the TAOI. 

(c) The Chemical Section flew 48} personnel detector missions (a total 
of 629 hours in the air) for the reporting period. luring this period, the 
Chemical Section, coordinating with the air cavalry troop, developed a tactical 
technique which provides instant reaction to significant detector reaeings. 
The "sniffer" team is carried in a UH1D helicopter foll,,wed immediately~ 
two !OH 6 "scout" helicopters flying cover with AH1G "cobras" orbiting over­
head. Sisnificant readings are passed to the scout ships which visually recon 
the area. When the "scouts" discover the enemy, they call in the AH1G "cobras" 
for fire support. The aero Rifle Platoon is on call as a reaction force with 
which to further deve.:.1.op the situation and provide intelligence to the brigade 
commander. This technique has proven its value and provided the personnel 
deter;tor team with an immediate effective rsaction to significant detector 
readings. 

(6) Weather and Terrain: During the reporting period, the weather h,ad 
little adverse effect on Division operations. Rainfall, especially in the Lelta, 
was well below the average annual rainfall. The most adverse effects were the 
result of "buffeting" from strong eusts of winds (as high.as 30 lmots) on air­
craft and aircushioned vehicles. Some limitations were also imposed by early 
mo~i.ng fog; however, these were generally negligible since the fog was normally 
dispersed by 0800 hours. 

(7) Enemy Capabilities, Vulnerabilities end Probable Courses of Action. 

(a) The enemy has the capability to: 

1 Conduct multi-battalion attacks on province and di.strict seats, 
major cities and military installationn. 

1: Conduct attacks by fire and hs1rrassment on towns, vi11888s, hamlets, 
outposts and other installations. 

l Conduct sniner and terrorist attacks at key bridges, roads, RD 
project,, and population centers.· 
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i Defend base areas and positions with local security forces and rein­
force with forces within a 4 km radius. 

2, Move multi-battalion forces to attack positions at a maximum rate 
of 14 kms per night. 

6 Disperse major units into company and platoon sized elements. 

1 'Withdraw and disl)erse his units at any time. 

8 Wage political and psychological warfa~, tax the populRce and hold 
control of any area where there is no friendly security at night. 

(b) The enemy is vulnerable to: 

.!, Loss of control/support of the population. 

2 Friendly superior artillery and ajr power. 

l Interdiction of his LOC: 1s. 

,! Disclosure or capture of attack plm1s • 

.2. Detection by friendly surveillance devices. 

(c) Probable enemy courses of action: 

.!, Intensify population control efforts by establishment of new local 
governments. 

l Continue interdiction efforts on the LOC's with emphasis on Hwy #4. 

j, Continue to attempt offensive action against the Saigon complexo 

,! Attempt to evade decisive engagement with US forces • 

. 5. Conduc' multi-battalion or lesser force attecks on targets for propag­
anda purposes. 

,2 Harr~ss and attack primary targ-ets by fire. 

1 Continue efforts to secure base are&Sand l.OC's. 

(e) (C) Operations: 
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( 1) There were a total or four major o,perations either initiated, 
tel'lllinated or in progress by the 9th Inf Div during the period 1 Aug 68 to 
31 Oct 68. The division agcin expedenced heavy combat during the reporting 
period. To conduct offensive operations, the division refined and established 
new combat techniques and riverine operations. The enemy's offensive activity 
prior to the expected initiation of the "Third Offensive" was characterized 
by harassment of outposts, mi.ning of roads and extensive use of sapper 1A11its. 
The VC acts of terrorism, directed at both civilian and military personnel, 
gradually increased throughout the reporting period. The enemy has also been 
devoting much of his time to recruiting, reor~anizing, resupply and training. 
Toward the end of the reporting period there were indications that the enemy 
attack·would in fact attempt to be tim~d to influence 1;he conference in Paris 
and the upcoming US elections. The enemy has made a deliberate effort to 
fragment his unit into squad size elements and disperse them over a large 
area. 

(2) The following new techniques were established this reporting period: 

(a) Division Support Command with one maneuver battalion attached and 
charged with the responsibility of securing Dong Tam J3ase has had success in 
utilizing platoon size base camps in its area of operations (KUDZU). This 
permits the troops to become thoroughly familiar with the terrain in which 
they are operating, and with the people living in the vicinity of their 
patrol areas. (In the past, the units rotated from Dong Tam Base every 
three or four days). This technique has siguificantly contributed to the 
reduction of attacks by fire on Dong Tam base during this period. 

(b) To assist Dinh Tuong Prov:iJlcial forces in their responsibility for 
the security of Highway QL4, sJ,ecial devices and techniques designed to 
provide improved protection to this important LOC were used. Because 
interdiction of the highway normal::.y occurs during hours of darkness or 
reduced visibility, emphasis was placed on night security measures to incluie: 
sniper teams equipped with starlight scopes, pink searchlights, surveillance 
radar, and scout dog teams to compl~ment extensive small unit patrols and 
ambushes. 11hese new techniq~es were P.xtremely successful in keeping the high­
way open to traffic. 

(c) Another technique that emerged through experience was the use of 
the E63 Manpack Personnel Detector. Finding and fixing the enemy continued 
to be the most difficult proble~ i.~ defeating him in the field. To solve 
this problem division unit~ employed the ~3 Manpack Personnel Detector from 
a helicopter operating with the Air Cav. Once VC forces were located by means 
of this device, imediate response by Air Cav troop gunships was used to 
restrict enemy mo'V'ement. Friendly reaction forces were then rapidly deployed 
by helicopter to seal off and exploit the contact~ 
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(d) Other new technique~ adopted this period were initiated by the 
unique Mobile Rivorine E'orce (MRF)~ Although the following techniques were 
adopted by the MRF,'Jthcr units may find them adaptable to their operations: 

(1) Re-entry: This tactic was devised to counter the VC practice of 
moving to an area just evocur.ted by Free World Military 1'.,orces. In practice, 
an operation is conducted in a known enemy base or refuge area. After 
extensive search for caches, bunker destruction, and the elimination of any VC 
within.the ores, the friendly unit leaves. When the delay period expires, 
(usually 24 hours), the unit, or another friendly unit, executes a rapid 
re-entry into the area and conducts offensive operations against VC who have 
infiltrated back into the area. 

(2) Multiple watermobile insertions: This tactic is a variation of 
Eagle Float operations. It is conducted ever s larger area with the beach­
ings more widely spaced and with greater inland penetration. The landing 
force searches and clears the banks, then backloads to continue operations. 
Detailed planning is required to insure that the navigational restrictions 
associated with low tide do not prevent deep penetration on inland water­
ways. 

(3) Cart Wheel: The cart wheel.tactic is based c,n recent intelligence. 
A base or hub is established in a fire support-patrol base near the center 
of the target area. An airmobile force reacts to the intelligence by making 
insertions on the perimeter, or rim of the wheel. This for~e maneuvers inward 
toward the hub. The base element force reacts when the outer force makes a 
contactp maneuvering toward the rim. 

(4) Selected area screening: Selected screening utilizes the principles 
of cordon and search. The target area is kept small and is placed under 
intensive surveillance for an extended period of time. vJhen the intelligence 
inp~t indicates a lucrative target, the area is sealed off end personnel within 
the cordon are detained. A large group of National Police l100 is the optimum 
number) conduct the search and screen the population to identify al] individuals 
not loyal to the GVN. Ideally, the operation should last two or three days to 
allow the National Police adequate time to conduct intensive and very detailed 
screening and searching activities. 

(3) ~bat Operations: 

(a) TOAN THANG II. The 1st Brigade continued operation TOAN THANG II 
in Long An Province initially with three infantry battalions (2-~9, 2-60 
and 6-31) and one mechanized battalion {5-60). The 6-)1 Inf primarily 
performed security missions in the vicinity of Nha :Be and the southern Saigon 
rocket belt. The 5-60 Inf (Mech) performed the mission oi' road, bridge and 
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G(in\'oy security along hi:);wa~1 Q~. On 14 All.u.;L l)u8, the. 6-31s·c lm was 
r;:;leased from OPCOi'I of the 1st :Brigaue ar.d pleced under the operational 
control of the 199th Light lnfant:ry .Brigade in the southt1m Gapital Military 
Area Command (Cl-tAc). Pn 12 Septe~ber, the ,-60th lnf (Mech) was transfered 
to the 1st Infantry ~ivision. The 1st Brigade assumed UP~CN of the 2-47th 
lni (Mech) whict had been in direct support of the Royal Thailand Arrey 
Volunteer Force v<'fAVi') at Bearcat(XS1600). 'l'he 1st 1:1rigede then continued 
operation '.OOAN THANG II with three infantry battalions (2-}9, 3-}9, and 
2-60) and one mechanized battalion (2-47). The 1st Bri~eQe participated in 
a substantial number of ground contacts since 1 August. M.,st of these were 
characterized by "pile on" tcchniqu.l:'S Pmployed to seal off en enemy force 
detected by Air Cav using helicopte:r..-unted people sniffers. To achieve 
a rapid end tight seal, maximum use was made of heliccpter eagle flight 
techniques while continuous pressure was maintained by artillery and 
air support. The first major engagement for the 1st Brigade came on 7 
August 68 when two companies of the 6-31 made contact with an estimated 
VC battalion at xs905605 (8 Km SE of Can Giouc). Seven additional companies 
were inserted into the contact area resulting in a complete e..,circlement of 
the enemy force. Artillery was concentrated in the area throughout the night 
9lld the evenu~s of escape were cut off by the maneuver elements aided by 
continuous illumination of the area by c47 flare ships. A sweep of the 
contact area on the moming of 8 August yeilded 46 VC KIA, 11 POW's, 
1A individual weapons and 1 6~mm mortar captured. 

On 8 August, the,3d Brigade with two maneuver battalions (3-39 end 
4-J9) commenced operations in the hhon Trach area under Operation 'l'O.AN 
1.;P.ANG II. On 12 August, 4-39th lnf relocated to l~ha be b.:, boa.t and lutcr 
conducted operations in til.e liong Song area. Durir-:g this :.li::e, Task r'orcc: 
;:,tarlight, a combined naval/gTOund force, was formed .fro~ ek:,euts of the 
3d Brigade and .Navy ·l'G 117.2. Although there was no si{~tiific,,,t cont.act, 
the 3d Brigade did play a si~:.ficant role in blocking the ,;rnr.1:crn 
approaches to Salgon. 

The 1st Brigade again made heavy contact on 12 August. Elements oi 
2-3~th Inf made cont~ct with ru, estimated VG batt~lion at vie XS705547 
(9 KM SW of Can Duoc). In thi3 engagement ten companies were employed 
to complete the encirclement of the VC unit. Air strikes and artillery 
were directed into the objective area while the maneuver elements closed 
the area of the e:ucirclement. Action resulted in 104 VC KlA, 8 POW's, 
2 Chieu Hoi's, 21 individual weapons and 5 machine guns captured. On 
19 August, a compan;y- from 2-39th made co~~act with two VC companies vicinity 
XS825650 (7 Km NE of Gan Duoc), this co~pany was supported by the air 
cavalry. Air and artillery fixed the enerl\)' :i.n position, while eight addi­
tional companies were rapidly inserted to support the contact. The result 
of this contact was 93 VC KIA, 15 };·O\-i 1 c, 6 Chieu hoi's and 45 captured weapon:.;. 
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During the period 4 to 6 September, elements or the 2-39, 2-60 and 5-60 
engaged a VC battalion wtdch was fragmented into small uni ts 1J1 t1J1 area three 
milH west or Can Guioc. A total or six companies were employed continuously 
in ditf'orent areas to destroy the enemy force. This engagement produced 
131 VC KIA, 12 POW's, 1 Chieu Hoi, 25 individual weapons and 7 crew served 
weapons captured. On 10 end 11 September, 9 Km N of Rach Kien, elements of 
2-39 and 2-60, in two separate recon-in-force operations, accounted for 
78 VC KIA, 10 FO~•s and 114 weapona captured; 96 weapons were found in a 
cache by a company of the 2-60th Infantry. On 24 September in the vie of 
XS660736 (7 Km NW of Rach Kien), one company of 2-60th Inf made contact 
with a VC force. Three additional companies of the 2-60th end-one company 
of the 3-39.th maneuvered to encircle the enemy force while air strikes and 
artillery were placed on the enemy positions. Sporadic contact continued 
through the late aftemoon and during the nicht.. 1, t first lieht on 25 
September, a sweep of the area was conducted which yielded a two-day 
total of 42 VC KI.A, 9 PO'A' s, 1 Chieu Hoi Pnd 14 wea11ons ca-ptn~d. On 
11 October the 1st Brigade~s 2-39th Inf with A Troop, jd Sqci, 17 G[.v cn6c.gcd 
an unkno-wn size enemy force _vie of XS'/676, ayproxiciately 5 :i,m io, of Cw1 
Giuoc. Ag:e.in,the enemy could not wHhsknd the firepower of the 1st 
Brigade and sutaincd 52 'IC KIA. In addition to the major contact with 
company size or larger VC units, the 1st Brigade conducted numerous recon­
in-force ~issions in which contact was made with small elements of local 
force or fragmented mail\ force units. These contacts were me~e throughout 
Long An and Gia Dinh ~rovinces and succeded in keeping the enemy off 
balance and making it extemely difficult for him to mass any large units 
wi thi,1 theAA provinces. The following are the cumulative results for TOI.tr 
THANG II. 

FRIENDLY WSS:ES: 164 US KHA, 806 US wHA, 6 helicopters damaged, 7 APC damaged. 

ENEMY WSSiS: 1940 VC XU, 95 POW's, 651 detainees, 15 Hoi Chanh, 552 
small arms, 74 crew served weapon•, ,,o mortar rounds, 258 grenades, 1,866 
Tons rice, 900,000 fiaeters, 18,650 rounds small arms ammunjtions, .5 tons 
salt, 181• lb1:1 documents, 306 lbs medical sup!;lies, 37 mines, 440 lbs CS 
agent, 313 sampans, l,'178 bunkers and lj6 structures. 

(b) 'l'RUONG CONG LINH and ~UYET CBI.EN: The 2nd and 3d Brigades termin­
ated Operation 'l'HUONG cmm DINH on 3 August 68, It was followed by Operation 
'4UYE.T CHIEN on 4 August which is still continuing. On 8 August the 3d 
Brigade (with 3-39 and 4-39) terminated Operation QU~ET CEIEN and displaced 
to III CTZ. The Brigade returm•d to IV C'rz; and resumed ~UYE1' CHIEN on 
12 September 68 with two new battalions; 6-}lst Tnf and 1-16tL Inf (later 
Hrlesignateo, 5-60th Inf). Thougil the 3d .Brigc.dc hrd r:o r:-.ajor rctior::; 
in kagust and September, their combat operation::; were successful m:d 
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sig:raficant in th~ overall results outained. The 2d Brigade began the period 
Oy operatiLg in vuious provinces, but in early September unde::- Operation 
HOME5'1'EiD, a part of Quntl' CHIEI'i, it confined operations to Kien Hoa Pr~vince. 
The 2d Jh-ipde began the perioC: cy conductllli' VI THANH Campaign from 30 July 
to 8 A\18\oSt 1968. Tha operation 'tlegan as part or Operation TRUONG CONG DINil 
but became part or Operation QUYEl' CHIEN. The operation :was conducted in 
Chuong T!den Province. It w&s significant from several standpoints: it was 
a combined force oi~ration with the 5th Vietnamese Marine Battalion operatillg 
in cooperation end coordination ~tth the ?.d ~gade; the o~e~ation was the 
first penetration by an Am~ricar. ground fo-:ce into the U Minh Forest region, 
and the deepest penetration into the Delta. The 2d ::Brigade established a 
lend base and forward logistic support area with lines of co11UJ1wu.cation 
extending 50 miles t·c, the MRB loe;ated near Can Tt.o. 

The results of the U Minh operation were seen in the enemy losses of 
249 VC KIA, 18 FOW's, 276 small arms, 24 machine .guns, one 120m~ mortar, 
one 75mm ho-r...tzer, one 106mm recoilless rifle, 832 gre112des and 19 land 
mines. 

Operation HO~TEAD, as mentioned above, was the next significant opera­
tion conducted by the 1'Icbile Riverine Force. •rhis operation marked the 2d 
Brigade's sssumptfon of a contintUng t;;pe misaion in Kien Hoa Province 
with the intsntion of keeping one battalion land based at all times. The 
lRnd based battalicn wis to conduct op6rations in Kien Hoa Province near 
Ben Tre while the remaindar of the Brigade conducted strike operatL::~s sgFinst 
hard intelligence ta1gets thrcllghout the entire province. Results of the 
operation di.ring the reporting period were 367 VC KIA. 

A~ mentioned-abovP., the 3d Brigade did not have a m.ajor contact in 
August ano s~ptember; but tli.is was not the case for October. On 4 October, 
Co B, 5-6Lth Inf (then designated 1-16th Inf) aas inserteu into a landing 
zone at 1030 hours approximately 20 Km west of My Phuoc Tay (~S99}567), 
and was i!lllllediately engaged by an unknown liize force. Contact was so heavy 
that the o;he~ companies of the battalion and the 6-31st Inf bsttalicn were 
also inserted to sef'\l the enemy in and pHe on all available fire power. 
D Tro.:ip, 3d Sq_d, 5th Ca\Y, alao supported the 3d Brigade. A sweap of the area 
~as made on 5 October. The result8 of that engagement accoW1ted for 138 VC 
KIA with D 'l'roop, }-5th Cav killing 65 of the vc. 85 small .arms and '/8 crew 
se'.,'.."Ved weapons were ospture.i. 11 Roi Chanhs An,t 18 nri ~nnen; were al.190 
tW(:en. The enemv hRttalion Rrinihilatec. wt., the 261B. The 3d Brigade 
r:.is taiued i i-l!.A s.;1d 8 w'oA. 

the 2ct Brigade 111ea.~ ~iahif ic.ut' cunt act with th~ enemy on 23 Octol:er 68. 
AL 1040 hours F~proximet~ly 11 Km eeat of Mo Cay (xs576213) elements of the 
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3-60th Inf wen inserted in a landing zone and ilDID8diately began receiving 
heavy automatic weapons fire. Fire was returned with organic w.eapons a11d 
.& Troop }-17th Cav, artillery and US Air Force :.apported. The other oompanies 
of t!le }-60th Inf were inserted to support the contact. At 1735 hours 
the contact was broken. The results of that contact were 70 VC KIA while 
the US sustained 2 Ill.A and 11 WA. Tne following is the cUIILllative re-
sults for TRUOJIG COBO DINH, and Qt:JYm CHI!ti. TRUONG CONG DINH: (Figures 
in p!.:renthe■is are results for Operation P:EX>PLE'S ROAD) FRIENDLY WSSI!'::3: 
US KHA 197 (28), US WA 1,094 (205). ENEMY :WSSES: VC KIA 2,246 (239), 
~34 (43) POW'a, 1874 (78) detainees, 39; (83) small arms, 34 (6) crew served 
weapons, 35,875 small ams rowids, 248 (126~ grenades, 97 (67) RPG rowids, 
252 (250) b&n8fllor torpedoes, 112 (68) RPG rockets, 174 (37) mines, 362j700 
(1»000) Piasters, 322 (65) lbs medical supplies, 7,201 (720) lbs ex~losives; 
200 entrenching tools, 14.25 tons rice, 277 artillery rounds» 400 ft time 
fuse, 6,477 blasting caps, 5,663 (607) bunkers, 388 structures. QUYET CHIEN: 
FRIENDLY IOSSES: US KHA 59, US WA 552, 2 MHA, 25 Armored Troop Carriers d.am­
aP?d, 2 t:rucks destroyed, l Armored Personnel Carrier destroyed, 26 heli­
copters damaged, l barge damagad. :mDIY LOSSES: 949 KIJ, 14 Hoi Chanhs, 
8 POW's, 195 small aras, 97 crew served weapons, 13 radios, 4 9 445 grenad~s, 
148 mines, 50 lbs commo wire, 180 tons rice, 2 cameras, 102 9 740 rounds SA 
emmunition, 609 lbs medical supplies, 3061 lbs docun:.ents, 360 lbs TNT, a 
cases CS ammunition, 21 sacpan motors, 17 sampans, 1087 gas mesks and 2~ 7 

struc t. .2:ree. 

(c) J..1IDZU: The Division Support Conmand with one maneuver bat .... alion 
has the misaion of securing the Division Base Camp at Dong Tamo This 
was accomplished during the reporting period through the employment of one 
OPCON infantry bat·telion in AO KUDZU. As mentioned before, the number -:.,.f 
mortar/rocket attacks on Dong Tam decreased from the previous reporting 
period. Therl! was also a significant decrease in the number of mining 
inci.dents and sniper attacks along Highway 22 between Highway 25 and High­
..,~ 4 and also along Highway 25 from Dong Tam to My Tho. Countermortar 
radar sets continued to be used in locating ;?nenzy mo·,ement and active mo::-ta:;: 
locations. ~ith the establishment of platoon-size bases in the AO~ 
and the employment of six patrols in the western AO, the euerny's abiJ.liy 
to move into m.ortar attack positions widetected has been s:;.gnificantly reduced. 
The following Are the cumulative results for KUDZU: FRIENDLY LOSSES: 16 
US KHA, 255 US WHA, 2 he~~copters damaged, l Armored Personnel Carrier 
damaged. ENOO' LOSSES: 120 KIA, 26 POW, 503 detainees, 18 small arms, 
63 lbs medical supplies, 202 lbs documents, 2,861 small arms rounds, 5.) 
tons rice, 9,000 can of fish, 2.5 tons sugar, 600 gals gasoline, 6 l&i!d 
mines, 77 artillery and mortar rounds, 28 sampans, 210 bunkers and 26 
structures destroyed. 

Page 21 of 69 Pages 

CONFIDENT/AL 



AVDE-l•J:i 
SUBJEX;T: 

(4) 

(a) 

CONFIDENTIAL 1~ November 66 
Opurational Repo1.•t of 9th Infentq Division for Period ihdi1..g 
31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 

Combat Support Activities 

Artillery Support: 

1 For the first time, this period folllld all elements of Division ArtillorJ 
working in the vast expanse of Long An, Go Cong, Kien Hoa, and Dinh Tuong 
Pro~rinci&s. Timely and 9ontinuous fire support was provided to the division 
elements, Army of the Republic of Vietnam units, Civilian Irregular Defense 
Group, and Regional Forces/Popular Forces outposts. The TPS-25 radar was 
employed as an integral part o! the overall dj_vision plan to search and detect 
enemy movement along the major infiltration routes to Saisan and deep in 
enemy base· camp areas. R~da:,;_ surveillance was inCre$~f-~_QY extensive use 
of the TPS-33 and the PPS-5 surveillance radars in the fully integrated div­
sion s~eillance plan. Illumination, time on target (TOT) fires in coordin­
ation with gunships, or in coordination with aerial observers~ were used to 
effectively interdict the major water infiltration routes in the area. Cn 
numerous occaeions, artillery raids were conducted against carefully selected 
intelligence targets. Paddy platforms were used by the 3d :an, 34th Arty in 
Kien Hoa Province to provide a suitable firing position for a 105 howitzer 
battery supporting 2d Brigade operations in the Gion Trom District of Kien 
Hoa Province. Three firing batteries from II Field Force Vietnam Artillery, 
operating primarily in Long An Province, were used io supplement the fires 
of the 9th Infantry DiviBion Artillt:ry. 

2 Artillery with 9th I~fantry Division fired a total of 258,274-105 
howitzer rounds, 51,748-155 rounds and 6,896-8 inch howitzer rounds. These 
figures do not reflect support from adjacent firing elements as figures were 
not obtainable for these fires. A chart reflecting a breakdown of rounds Eri;-(1 
by artillery is attached as lnclosure 6. 

(b) Helicopter Gunship Support: 

1 The 9th Aviation Battalion flew 2,074 gunship sorties. Missions 
included eGcort for VIP flights, aerial displacement of supplies, personnel 
and equipment ty cargo helicopters, medical evacuation, people sniffer, 
convoy covers, insertions and extractions. The gunships provided support for 
units in contact and counte~mortar reacti0n at Bearoat, Tan An and Dong Ta~. 
Th, llllShips accounted for 49 'IC KEA (BC). They destroyed 73 structures and 
40 sampans, and damaged 35 stru~tures and 4 sampans. 

2 D Troop, 3/5th Cavalry suFportfld all ctivision elem8nts during this 
period-; providing an average of 6 armed he;..icopters daily. Missions included 
reconnaissance, screening and 9locking operations. The troop accoimted for 
253 VC K13A, 308 structures ~d 187 sampans destroyed, with 2 structures and 
2 sampans damaged. 
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(c) Tactical Air Support: The number of air sorties decreased 
slightly during this reporting period. The most significant contact with 
close air support was the 3d Brigade contact on 4 and 5 Oct~ber in Base 
Area 470. The USAF was credited with 31 confirmed VC KIA. Spectre, a 
C-130 with a starlight scope, organic mini-guns and 20mm cannons was 
initiated on an experimental basis. Spectre was 11sed extensively i<i Long 
An Province along the Bo Bo Canal and the Vam Co Tay River. Nighthawk, 
a new concept utilizing a Mohqwk aircraft with infra-red surveillance capa­
bility, a flareship and a Cobra LF'l' was initiated on 25 October 68. 

(d) Strategic Air Support: There was a total of 17 B-52 strikes con­
ducted with~ the 9th Division TAOI. Fourteen of these were in Base Area 
470 in comLined operations with the 7th ARVN Division. Prisoners of War 
have reported that many of the VC battalion size units which normally oper­
ate in this area were hit by the strikes. 

(e) Naval Fire Suppo~t: Naval gur,fire was effectively integrated with 
artillery fire in support of 2d Brigade operation in Base Area 473. 

f. (U) Training 

(1) During the reporting period, division training consisted of the 
following: 

(a) Replacement training 

(b) NCO Leadership training 

(c) Battalion refresher training 

(2) Replacement t::.-aining consists of five and one-half days of inten­
sive orientation designed to ~~epare the individual for combat in Vietnam. 
The Reliable Academy, c provisional organization formed by the 9th Infantry 
Division, conducted all replacement training. The following table shows the 
number of persoMel trained during the reporting period: 

!'.!illIT!! 01"F EM -
AUG 103 1,390 

SEP!' 51 1,527 

OCT 58 1,850 
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(3) Company grade officers arid non..co'IUllissioned officers receive a 
six-day orientation keyed specifically to the situation in Vietnam. The 
latest equipment in use in Vietnam is demonstrated when practical, and 
the capabilities and limitations of support elements are discussed. 

(4) The 14 day NCO Leadership Course is designed to raise the profic­
iency level of smell unit leaders within the division by presenting instruction 
in the ·principles of leadership 8llA instruction as well as practical exer­
cises in the skills required of junior leaders. The course is aimed at the 
specialist and junior NCO who have not had the benefit of prior leadership 
positions during combat. During the past three months, two hundred and 
thirty-seven personnel have completed the NCL·Leadership Course. 

(5) Battalion refr~sher 'training is conducted by maneuver. battalions 
on a schedule of one d~ per company per week. This flexible schedule 
allows timely instruction and also permits each maneuver battalion to com­
plete.its refresher training each month. 

The 9th Infant~y Division continue4 to qualify personnel in specific 
MOS's by aending them to courses being conducted for this purpose by support 
units. 

g. (c) Logistics: Logistical support was provided for all units 
assigned or attached to the 9th Infantry Division throughout the reporting 
period. A portion of thi.s support ,has to be dispensed to division elements 
scattered throughout Kien Hoa Province, Long An Province, Dinh Tuong Pro­
vince and ::Bearcat due to the vast area of operation for 9th Infantry Division 
elements. This support has varied from routine resupply of subsistence items 
to sizeable amount& of barrier and bwlker materials that were required to 
support operations in areas that American troops had not previously operated 
and remained in for long periods of time. 

(1) Supply: 

(a) Providing an adequate supply of bunker, barrier and tactical 
construction material,s has proven to be difficult. 'l'his has been :primar.i.ly 
due to expanded efforts by the division to assist the local civilian pop1.1-
lation with this type of material. In some instances Generai Support a9~ivi­
tir.s did not have adequate quantities of materials on hand to fulfill aH 
requirements: To assist in the orderly flow of material a consolidated fore~ 
cast for a six month periou was computed and submitted to 5}d General Support 
Group. 

(b) . Repair Parts for Outboard Motors: 85 Horsepo1ier Johnson outboard 
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motors are used to power "Boston Whalers" within the div:'. iion. These boats 
are used extensively for administrative and tactical pury·oses j.n connection 
with riverine operations. During Ausust and aarly September parts requisi­
tions for these ~ngines were not being filled. Investiis3tions revealed that 
there was a shortage of parts for these engines throlJ8hout PVN. First Logis­
tical Command had the AMC representative check ·the status o.t' parts through 
channels which resulted in a sizeable increase of filled requisitions during 
late September. 

(2) Services: 

(a) Quartermaster Laur.dry: First Logtstical Command provides laundry 
service for the 9th Infantry Division at Dong Tam. Currently there are Qnly 
four machines of World War II Vintage in use. Several breakdowns have been 
experienced due to age and work load. In addition to personnel of the divi­
sion requiring service, there are the 3~ Surgical Hospital and the 9th Medi­
cal Battalion. Constant efforts are being made to improve laundry service; 
including the building of a new facility which was completed on 29 October. 

{b) Generators: Difficulty was experienced in obtaining repair parts 
for generators during August and September. However, central power is being 
installed throughout the diVision area which has lessened the generator re­
quirements and now makes power availabl~ to some areas that had previously 
been given a lower priority. At one point there were insufficient genera­
tors to maintain operations and provide power for special service activities 
such as the Service Club, Library and the Craft Shop. 

(3) Support: 

(a) Forward Area Refuel Equipment (FARE): 9th Infantry Division has 
used the forward area refuel systems extensively as the main fuel source 
where there was no fixed facility, or as back up where there was an exist­
ing facility. This equipment has paid large dividends in keeping air assets 
immediately available in the tactical area with minimum time lost for re­
fueling. 

(b) Because the FARE is an experimental piece of equipment, no repairs 
can be made to the pump engine if it does not work. Experience has sho"Sn 
that with adapters the standard issue 100 GIM pump can be used to replace 
the pump that comes with the system. 

(4) Transportation: 
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(a) Most areas where FAR~ systems have been set up to support operations 
have been inaccesible by roa'3 • .Aircraft have been the means of transporting 
the systems and fuel into these areas. 

lb) W.i.thout the support of CH-47 and CB-54 helicopters, it would have 
been impossible to proVide fuel in sufficient quantities to most forward 
areas. 

(c) There have been no major problems associated with land or water 
transportatior. that have not been commented on in previous reports. 

(5) See inclosure 15 for additional comments in depth on most areas 
m9ntioned. 

h. (C) Psychological Operations and Civil Affairs. 

(1) Psychological Operations. 

(a) Themes being emphasized during this period. Psychological opera­
tions continued to be directed against military and noi1-mili tary targets. 
During the ~~nth of August, emphasis was placed primarily upon military tar­
gets due to the number of contacts established with local, main force, and 
NVA units. As the quarter progressed, enemy forces apparently fr~ented 
into small groups and attempted to avoid contact. Recently, enemy morale 
has been low, due primarily to the many defeats he has suffered and a gen­
eral disillusionment with the VC cause. Themes directed against the enemy 
have emphasized his defeats, the overwhelming power of GVN and }'WMAF Forces, 
the ho~lessness of continuing to fight, and the lies of the VC/INA cadre. 
Virtually ever~ mission has contained an appeal to rally Wlder the GVN's 
Chieu Roi program. Themes utilized with the civilian populace have pointed out 
that the GVN builds and the VC destroy; and have appealed to the people to 
support the GVN and reject the VC. Appeals have been made to report mines, 
boobytraps, and VC activities. Again an underlying theme of VC lies has 
pervaded virtually every message. 

(b) Coordination measures. It became apparent in August that closer 
coordination was :required between Division PSYOP personnel and the many otl.er 
PSYOP agencies operating in the Division TAOI •. Weekly meetings were 
established with Di-.rision PSYOP personnel and representatives of each 
Province CORDS/PSYOP agency, and ARVN Division PSYOP advisors. Information 
concerning PSYOP activities for the preceding week and plans for the 
coming week were exchanged among the various repres~~tatives. The purpose 
was to prov:i.de a better coordinated PSYOP effort with emphasis on data 
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accuumlated concerning targeting of specific ene1111 units. These date are 
readily aveileble and can be transforred within the PSYOP commwu.ty when a 
known ene1111 unit moves outside its normal area of operation. The system 
per-mite determining what PSYOP has been directed against a specific unit, 
the_ media used and the results. In addition, intelligence reports have 
received closer scrutiny, interrogation reports have been studied more 
closely to determine PSYOP vulnerabilities, and EEI were requested to pro­
vide the additional information needed to conduct an effective campai8l'l• 
A coordination element composed of plans and operations personnel of the 
G5 section was established and is operating on a 24 hour basis in the 
Division Tactical Operations Center. This element has provided the required 
coordination, decreased response time in meeting the requirements of sub­
ordinat6 Jommande, ani has efficiently controlled the allocation ot Division 
assets. All of these measures have contribu~eo markeo.1.y to t1le succtH,Sl"u.l 
PSYOP program condu:-::ted during this three month period. 

(c) Chieu Roi program. Du1•ing the reporting period, 1057 Hoi Chanhs 
rallied to the GVN under the Chieu Roi program within, the four provinces 
of the Division TAOI. This represents a sharp upturn from the previous five 
quarterly reporting periods, and an even greater upward trend seems to be 
indicated. This figura is more than double the total number of relliers 
received during the comparable quarter of 1967. It marks the highest number" 
of ralliers since the February through April reporting period of 1967. Of 
equal sipficence to Division personnel is the number of Hoi Chanhs rallying 
~o 9th Diviai~n un~ts. Until July of 1968 tms fi"1tlre was too low to war­
rant keeping records, end frequently the monthly total was nil. This con­
dition was broken in Ju:Ly when 5 ralliera were received by Division units. 
In August the figure ro,:;e to nine; in September, 12; and in October the 
total was 25. Although tactical success has certainly influenced these 
figures, it is felt that the new and i!IJ>roved PSYOP methods directed 
toward the Chieu Hoi pr·ogrem have significantly effected classification 
of detainees. It was found that some d•etainees had been deprived of the 
benefits of the Chieu Hoi program due to the methods of interrogation. 
Now all detainees are asked two spe~~fic questions. Does the individual 
understand the Chieu Hoi program; and if so, why does hP. not wish to 
rally? The individil81 who does not undei."8tMd the progzam has it ex-
plained to him in detail. If he can be clessified as a potential rallier, 
he is then afforded tha opportunity to rally. In eddition, more emphasis 
has been placed on PSYOP intelligence in i~terro69ti~~ detainees. This has 
resulted in more complete readout of the effectiveness of PSYOP. 

(d) PSYOP &ctivity atatistics 1 August through 31 October. 
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1 Total Leaflet Missions: 415 

,l Total Loudspeaker Missions: 366 

l Leaflets: 

Total Dropped: 1;s6,6"16,610 

Total Hand Distributed: 168,546 

Total Rapid Reactions Produced by Other Agencies: 24 

! Total Louds~eaker Hours: 615.4 

2, Number of Movies Shown: 156 

~ Rapid Reaction Leaflets Produced by 9th Divi&ion: 

Total Leaflets produced: 45 

Total Dipseminated: 279,000 

(2) Civil Affairs. 

{a) Civic Action,.General. Significant progress has been made during 
this quarter in developing the Division Civic Action Progi•am. The 1st 
Brigade is participating in the Long An P!'C'vince Civic Action Plan. The 
CO, 1st Brigade, the Province Chief, and the Senior Province Advisor have 
developed a coordinated civic action plan to integrate all 1st Brigade 
elements into the overall Province plan. Among other features, the plan 
directs the establishment of civic action committees in each district 
composed of GVN officials, advisory personnel, and US battalion and ARVN 
regimental commanders. These committees will coordinat~ all military civic 
action conducted within the districts. Initial effects of this plan are 
encouraginn and it should lead to an exceptionally active, efficient 
program. The 2d Brigade.has undertaken the responsibility for several civic 
action projects in Kien Hoa Province. The establishment of a fire support 
base in the Province, described later in this report, should·assist in the 
development of a well coordinsted civic action effort. The }d Brigade's 
civic action efforts are being directed in large measure to western Dinh· 
Tuong Province. Close coordination has been effected with District officials 
'1.Ild advisors, and many construction projects have been undertaken. Virtually 
all of those are self-help projects greatly desired by the local populace. 
The 3d Brigade civic action personnel an providing materials and technical 
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assistance Clll4', in most cases. A change in the limitations imposed on 
assistance-in-kinu funds for civic action has greatly assisted the entire 
Division civic. action program. Before September 1968, the Division was 
limited to 200,000 piuters (approximately $1695 US) per month. The Division 
requested and received auth~rization for an increase to 500,000 piasters per 
month (tApproximately 14237 US). This increased authorization is permitting 
the Division's unite to accept man,y projects formerly denied due tt> lack of 
funds. 

(b) Intelligence Civic Action Program. A civic action program designed 
to integrate civic action, psychological operations an.J. intelligence activit­
ies w.1s developed and initiated by the Division early in th.is reporting 
perio,L. The Intelligence Civic Action Program (ICAP) is a coordinated, 
combined activity com:9osed of civic action, intelligence:, PSYOP, and 
security personnel, each performing their customary roles in a contested 
or insecure area. In addition to obtaining humanitarian benefits, objectives 
of the ICAP include obtaining information of intelligence value, particularly 
that which regards the VC in!rastructure; detemining the status of security 
and pacification in contested and insecure areas; assisting the unit S5 in.' 
conducting civic action surveys and establishing liaison with local leaders 
and officials in contested areas; and to jmprove the image and relieve any 
fear or tension created oy the presence of US Forces operating in the RVN. 
In addition, ICAPs provide the oportu.oi ty for combined small unit operations . 

•.vi th RF/PF personnel. This program has produced remarkably successful re-
sults from its inception, and it is felt that all of the objectives of the 
program have been achieved, Virtually every battalion has experienced the 
acquisition of significant intelligence information, and numerous instar.cea 
of ICAPs successfully obtaining information where more customary intelligence 
methods ha~. proved to be unsuccessful have been reccrded. Units have also 
rep~rted tr.e ea~ing of hostile or apprehensive attitudes on the part of vil­
iasers in V'C cont,!'Olled areas. The presence of ICAP teams has increased 
unit rappoz•t with local lHders t1nd officials, and :c="lbined operations with 
Regional Force/Popular F'orce troops has had a marked influence upon their 
moralf! and their image in the eyes of theil" countrymen. Vietr.a;nese civ ... 
ilians are actively participating also, by assisting with·security, notifying 
medical pe·rsonnel of the location of those needing medical treatment, pro­
viding, the team with the locations of boobytrapped areHs, and in some cases 
even walkirJg the point for security. Counter-intelligence persor.nel from the 
9th Military Intelligence Detachment, the OPCON infrntcy battali~r. and 
Division Support Command have formed a team kno"''Jl e.s "HouseCAP1'. This inter­
esting application of the ICAP procedure has been devcJoped by the Division 
Support Com!lland. RF or PF troops Are added to the team prior to entering 
a haailet,. The team, accompanied by the village chief end the hamlet chief 
of each hamlet visited, walks from house to house offering medical treatment. 
The houses are approached by the hamlet chief, and if an invitetion is extended 
by the occupants, the team enters end treats those who n~ed medical care. Al­
though this method of conducting an ICAP is arduous and time consuming, it 
has several distinct advantages. Civic acUon personnel are able to enter 
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areas where only infantrymert, on operation have moved before, providing face 
to frace friendly contact wit1 the indigenous perso~el. The use of local 
oft icJ.als u4 m'/PF troops pres:ntS a unified display- for tl:ose ,-op.le 
who nave had very .u ttlo contact with lJ::S .torces. .t-ersons who uave r,t:!Ver been 
near a doctor or medic in the past are able to receive medical attention. 
Individual homes offer privacy for medical treatment and for intel-
legence personnel. This application of basic ICAP concepts has produced 
great success. It is anticipated that additional applications will be 
developed and further refinements made of existing procedures to produce 
additional benefits. 

(c) Cai Rang Incident. On 8 August 1968, the Mobile Riverine Force 
composed of US Navy personnel and elements of the 2d Brigade, 9th Infantry 
Division was returning to its anchorage near Can Tho, Phong Dinh Province, 
when it was ambushed by th~ Viet Cong at three separate locations in 
Thuan Nhon and Cai Rang Districts. The boats in the convoy were subjected 
to intense small arms, automatic weapons, and rocket fire from the banks 
of the Xa No Canel end the Can Tho River. The Mobile Riverine Force responded 
with organic weapons and helicopter ,gunships in order to defend the con-
voy from the enemy attack. Most of the ambush force was lor.,,+n~ ;., nopu­
lated areas and suppressive fires we:i.-e required on these positions. In 
some cases, rounds were fired uninteir:itionally high end went beyond their in­
tended target• into the district towir:i of Cai Rang. Unfortunately, as a 
result of these ambushes, many friendly Vietnamese were killed or wounded, 
and many homes were damaged'or destroyed. On 9 AUgt1st 1968, the Commend­
ing General dispatched a special team composed of officers of his general, 
special and personal staffs to assist the local GVN officials in every way 
and to stay as long es needed. 'J.1his team~ uIJder the supervision of the 
Division ACofS, G5\ condueted an extensivP P~YO:P end Ci•:j~ Ac-
tion operation to assist the Province and District officials. I.n 
cooperation with the Li.strict Chiefs~ a tota.l o.f 924,700IVlf 1n solatium 
gifts was presented to the next of kin of those kiJ.led and to the indiv­
i<tuals who suffered in.jury as an expression of sympathy and condolence. 
The Division Civic Action 0fficP.r surveyed the devastated areas to de­
termine total requirements and to offer assistance from Di.y;_sion assets 
if these requirements could not be met b;y local GVN officials. More than 
25,000 pounds of foodstuffs were flown from the Dong Tam Base Camp to Can Tho 
and turned over to Province officials for use i11 the relief effo.rt. The 
Divisiort PSY0P Officer assistPd the IV Corps and Phong Dinh Province ~SYOP 
personnel in developing a cocrdinated PSYOP campaign in the area. 1rl1e .i.J.1-
vision Surgeon examined U1e wound.ed.p assistec! local medical personnel, and 
provided several hundred pounds of medical supplies from Division resources 
to meet the initial hospital requirements. Two weeks later a second ship­
ment of critical supplies including p1'1sma, body fluid, and intravenous 
fluids was made to the hospital. As a result of the team's well coordinated 
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effort, the inevitable adverse paychologi.cal effects from this tragic inci­
dent were kept to a minimum. 

(d) Flffect of displacements on civic action. The displacement of the 
9th Division Headquarters from Bearcat to Dong Tam base camp affected the 
civic action :'rogram during the peat quarter. Projects conducted in the 
Bearcat area wei~ completedp or in some oases turned over to other units, 
e.g. orphanages. The heavy work schedule in becoming administratively 
and logistically established at the Dong Tam base camp limited the person­
nel and materials available fol' civic action during the early portiQn of 
this reporting period. Many assets frequently utilized in civic action 
projects were restricted to construction projects at the base camn. The 
retm-r1 of the Roval Tha:i Volunteer Regiment to Thailand has .further 1owered. cer­
tain portions of the statistical data. During the four preceding quorteriy 
reports, statistics tor ciVic action and psychological operations conducted 
by the RTAVR have been included in the 9th Division report. The frequent 
response of major subordinate comc:iands to enemy activities has also had an 
effect on certain pot'tions of the statistical data. Major commands have 
displaced repeatedly to meet A!1tici-p,:ited enemy concentrations, forcing them 
to leave projected activities temporarily an1 participate in very short range 
projects onlyo There have been bene£icial aspects to some of these displace­
ments however. For example 9 the 2d Brigade has established a permanent fire 
support base in Kien Hoa Province during this reporting period. The es~ 
tablishment of this base camp and the movement to occupy it disrupted the nor­
mal routine for approximately three weeks. The location and permanency of 
the base offers lucrative opportunities for civic action, and plans to ex-
ploit these opportunities have been developed and instituted, Since the 2d 
Brigade normally travels throughout the 1•1.ekong Delta as a str.i.ka force, this 
base will permit them to engage in activities formerly denied to them. 

( e) Gunship incident. A structure housing two far,1ili es in Northern 
Cai Be District, Dinh Tuong Province, was set on fire during a fire fight 
in that area during the month of August. A gunship from the 191st Assault 
Helicopter Company, which was supporting 9th Division troon~ in the area 9 

responded to the fire by landing nearby. The crew fought and extinguished 
the blaze, however 9 they were Wl&ble to save the structure. The sixteen 
occupants wer~ noted to have received very minor injurieR. Not wisr.ing to 
leave the families homeless end in need of medical attent:i.un 9 the crew 
transported all sixteen persons (one eldE:!rly man-9 two adult women, and 
thirteen children) to the Dong Tam Base Camp. They were examined by the med­
ical personnel of the 3d Surgical Hospital and then t1,;rned over tot.he 
Division G5 sectiOll at the Innocent Civilian Center. This facility is 
nol'!"ally used to process,detainees whu are later classified as innocent 
civilians prior to their release, but it i~ suitable as a guest house for 
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,my '/ietnamese emi.::-rgencies. The families were made to feel at home in the 
center and were given tbe oppo~tunity to bathe' in the sh~wers e11d rest 
after their frightening am! t:i.ring experience. Their clothing, wh:i.ch had 
been accrched and s,iiled, was .repleced by new outfits and solatium gifts 
were presented. They rtquested an~ received instructions on the proces-
sing of a claim for the loss of their hume. All of these people expressed 
great appreciation for the treatment they had received and wore thankful 
that the Americans displayed so mu.ch interest in their misfo~tune. The 
elderly ger.tleMn credited the gunship crew vith saving thsir lives. After 
two days and ,ie}lts of rest, they were returned by helicopter to the District 
Chief so that they might file their claim. 

(f) Cine Action Statistics. 

!, MEDC Al'S : 

Operations 918 

Patients 85,175 

Bridges Constructed 

Bridges Re~,13ired 

Roads Constructed 

Road.a Repaired 
\ 

i Repair and Constrnction 

Schoolll 

Dispensaries 

Dwellings 

Other Major 

Other Minor 

37 

10 

l Km 

167 Km 

16 

12 

14 
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! CoDllllodities Distributed: 

Cement 258,140 lbs 

Lumber 35,316 bd ft 

Clot~ng 1,475 lbiJ 

Health Iteme 4,378 lbs 

Tin Sheets 2,693 

Foodstuffs 96,187 lbs 

Paint 164 gals 

i. (U) Ref;ional Force/Popular Force Upgrading and ARVN Training. 

(1) The Army Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) infantry re-training J,irogram 
was not active during this reporting period. T?'$ining of the first unit 
(2-jOth ARVN Iri!antry) is scheduled to start in December. During ·this in­
terim period the 9th Division 1st .S.dgod.e has initiated action to train 
the 50th Regiment (AR~nr) in airmobile techniq\1118. This is a phased pro~ 
gram. Phase one, the preparation phase, is the planning, coordination, 
demonstration and orientation flights with the ARVl'i cumma~ders and staff. 
In phase two, the development phase, the 50th Regiment (ARYN) pre.ctices 
airmobile operation under the supervision of the· 1st Brigade. During 
phase three, the application phase, the 50th Regt (ARVN) conducts airmobi~e 
operations while the 1st Brigade monitors the operations. Once this tech­
nique is mastered by the battalions of ihe 50th ARVN Regiment, they will 
be cble to combine the best capabilities of infantry and. airmobility to 
locate, fix and destroy an enemy target. 

(2) Regional Force/Popular Force (RF/PF) upgrading prograc continued 
to be supported throughout t::a division TAO!. Specific teams employed to 
suuport the var:iou9 vrog'Y'Ams were the Improvemtnt Action Teams (IMPACT) 
and Combinec' Reconnaissance and Intelligence Platoon (CRlP) • 'l'he. 9t.'II l>i­
viaion M<>bile Advisory Teams (MATS) were transferred to MACV an 1 Aug,ist 
1968. 

(a) The IMPACT teams continued thejr barrier material suyport to the 
RF/PF outpos-.. •rhe locations of the teams at the tt;1rmination of this re­
porting period are as followR: 

Page 33 of 69 Pages 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 
AVDE-MB 15 November 68 
SUBJiX:Ti OperaUonal Report of 9th Infant17 Division for Pariod &ding 

31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U) 

ml LOCATION PROVINC1 

lat Brigade Rach Xian Long An 

2d Brigacvt Mo Cay Kien Hoa 

Huong My Kien Hoa 

Giong Trom Kien Hoa 

3d Brigade Go Cong Go Cong 

These two-man teams continued their high impact, short term visits and have 
given a boost to the province's RF/PF outpost supply system. The amount of 
RF/.PF IMPACT suppurt provided is show in Inclosure 9. 

(b) The CRIP's continued their employment in Long Thanh, Bi&n Hoa 
Province and in Tan An, Long An Province. The CRIP at Long Thanh was 
reassisned to the 3d Brigade on 15 Aug 68 and moved to Dong Tam for reorgan­
ization and preparation for re-deployment to their new area of operation 
in Long Dinh District, Dinh Tuong Province. During September 68, the 
CRIP moved to its new location and began building its operational base. 
Du.~ing October 68 personnel initiated their training program and local 
operations, This CRIP is working closely with the District Intelligence and 
Operations Co~:rdination Center (DIOCC) to target on VC Infrastructure. 

(c) The Reciprocal Mobile Training Team (RMrT) began the presentation 
of instruction to battalions of the 7th ARVN Division on 27 September 68, 
During the period 27 .September to 30 October this three man team has presented 
an eleven hour POI to 570 members of the division. The POI was developed in 
consideration of the state of unit training, area of operations and mission. 

The POI hours are: 

M-79 Grenade Launcher 

8lllll1 Mortar 

Map Reading 

Fire Support and Fire Support Coordination 

First Aid 
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Radio Ma:f tenance {PRC 25) 

TOTAL 

1 hour 

11 houn 

The 7th ARVN Divis on Reciprocsl portion of th• team will join the 9th 
Division Reliable Academy when it diapla~eE from B-~arcat to Dong Tu. 

j. (U) inpneer Support. 

{l) Support rendered to lat Brig,.de included road repair work, 
installation of 2 Bailey Brigades ( o~ . 1f which was a 150 Triple-Doubl6 
at Rach lie1,1), installat:i.on and maintenance of anti-floati.Jlg mine boou 
at the Tan .. ,&n and Ben Luc bridges, daily minesweep of portions of Bighwq 
QL4 and aelected::routea in the 1st 'Brigade TACI, and engineer support comlllitted 
to Reconnaiaaanct: in Force Operations. A recurring problem in this area haa 
been the maintenance or· the Ben Luc mine boom. Almost daily repair and/or 
replacement of this boom has been n~cessary duet~ its repeated •1Dk1ng by 
the ARVN guards on the bridge and its destruction due to the tra.t'fic of 
heavy sampans J>aaaitlg. over it. 

(2) In the 2d Brigade area, combat support was concentrated on the 
movement of elements of the Brigade into Kien Hoa Province, Fngineer 
support included the completion of two ~ajor fire support bases, land 
clearing operations, demolition and mine detection,and conatiuction of 
~ ferry loading site near the de~troyed bridge at xs5531. A four float 
M4T6 raft was airlifted to this ·site and is presently utilized as the 
primary ferry transportion in the area. Most noteworthJ of th~ support 
of the 2d Brigade was the exte~aive \We of airlift to nplace blmkera and 
constl"UCtion materi.~a on site. A large nWl!be1 of fighting and prctective 
bunkers were prefabricated at Dong Tam Bcaei then lifted ·t>:; CB-47 helicopters 
directly into their area of em~loym.P.nt in lien Hoa Province. Thia 
extensive use of air resources has gre£tly increased the battalions' 
capability to conduct livable an~ protected tire aupport .. e■ in a matter 
of daJ•• .llao included in 2d Bripde operational support were ■everal 
miasiona bJ the airboat platoon,. · Thia element added highly cobile 
reconnai■aance and f'i:i:e support to operations along river■ end canalm. 

(3) Operations in suppo1-t of 3d Bri .. gaade element• have included firs 
suppo~t base conatr'1Ction and improvement, upgrading and maintenanc, of 
lines of coawunication within the area and nuaerous miJ>•aweep and 
demolition llisaiona. 

(4) Workag with elements of the Division Support Co..-nd, the &lglneer 
battalion conducted a daily mineaweep along Highway 25 +.o the Highway 
22 intersection and north on 22 to i ta intersection vi th QL4. The cutting 

Pap 35 of 69 Pap■ 

CONFIDENTIAL 



L 

CONFIDENT/AL 
AVDE-MB 15 November 68 
Stm.Ju:T: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period &lding 

31 October 1968, RCS CSFal-65 (Rl) (U) 

of tour cleared tracea (100 Mtera wide) throu,h the woodline to the east 
of Dong Tu .a.a. wa1:1 al1t0 initiated. ~o &races have been completed while 
the third is in progress at this ~eport Jat~. The battalion also airlifted 
a 45 ft M4T6 fixed span bridge into a location south of Vinh Kim to improve 
the road net within the Dl~COM TAOI. Numerous demolition team and mine 
detection elements were provided in .~pport of DISCOM combat operations. 

(5) The battalion Security Platoon, consisting o! four flame tracks 
and two }/4 ton trucks armed with .50 caliber machine guns, has provided 
secUiity for engineer work parties, daily minesweeps and convoy operations. 
With the proposed addition to the platoon of M151 1/4 ton trucks equipped 
with vehicle mowited mine detectors, it is planned during the next quar~er 
to shift full responsibility for the daily minesweep to the Security Platoon. 

k. (U) SiSPal Support 

(1) During this reporting period the areas served by the Division 
Communication System were as follows: Bearcat, Dong TMm, Tan An, Binh 
Phuoc, Tan Tru, Rach Kien, Nha Be, M;y Phc;uc Tay, Tiser II, Vw1g Tau, Can 
Tho, Cao Lanh, Can Giuoc, :Ben Tre, Gaio Duc 1 Ben Luc, and Vi Thanh. 

(2) From 1 August until T Augustp the 9th Signal Battalion supported 
the southeJ:JJmost combat operation ever undertaken by U.S. Infantrymen in 
Vietnam. Th.,. ... o,l,)8ration culminated in a two week operation in the U Minh 
Forest approximately 95 m!les southwest of Dong Tam. Continuous VHF commun­
ications were installed and maintained with the 2d Brigade du.:ring this entire 
period., The 3d Brigade displaced tri tl-ie vicinity of Can Giuoc on 12 August, 
and two VHF systems were pro,rlded1 one .relayed through Vung Tau to Dong Tarr. 
and the other ter111inated at Tan An. Or. 14 August the 2d Brigade established 
a land-based CP at 'Ben Tre supported by VHF provlded by the 9th Sisnal 
Battalion. The 9th Signal Battalion provided a radio=teletype 3ystem, 
AN/VSC=2, to support the 2d Brigade Forward CP at Jt,' Phuoc Tay on 2j August. 
On 29 August the Gocdyear'helium=filled communications balloon operated by 
the 9th Signal Battalion broke its tether line and disappeared in the direct­
ion of vung Tauo Both Army and Air Force AViation elements were alerted, 
however the balloon was not recoveredo 

(3) In early September the 2d Brigad~ established a land based CP at 
My Phuoc Tay ,u.th telephone and teletypE circ..u.ts provided by the 9th Sisnal 
Battalion using VHF equipment airlifted i.n'to Llk: site to support the op~ration. 
At Bearcat, on 8 and 9 Septcmber9 the Reliable Rear switchboai-d as well as 
the Division Operations Net (FM)P and the Divisicn Secure Net were discon­
tinued. Durjng this month numerous VHF test systems were installed at the 
Vung Tau ~elay in an effort to train new personnel and improve equipment 
readiness. The signal b.attalion was issued i'ho radio sets (AN/GRC-16} 1s) 
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!or installation, testing and demonstration prior to edclitional sets being 
issued to the brigades. On 25 Sei.\tember FSB David was relocated and named 
Tiger II; the VBF van from David was airlifted into the new position. After 
the extensive delay due to unfavorable terrain, the system to Dong Tam was rees­
tablished. The 3d Brigade established a Brigade Forward at My Phuoc Tay and 
the 9th Signal Battalion airlifted an AN/MRC-69 into this area to support tt• 
Brigade. 

(4) The 3d Brigade continued to maintain a Brigade Forward CP at M;y 
Phuoc Tay during the first week in October. In addition, a Brigade TOC was es­
tablished at FSB Moore with VHF support being provided by the 9th Signal Bat­
talion. An extensive VBF and HF training program was undertaken by the 9th 
Signal Battalion personnel with its primary purpose of checking operational 
and equipment readiness. A four channel AN/MRC-69 system was established ai 
Ben Luc to support a company or the 709th Maintenance Battalion. Additionally, 
12 channel AN/MRC-69 VHF systems to battalion level base camps at Tan Tru. and 
Tiger II were replaced by 4 chan.~el AN/MRC-112 systems. In mid-October, the 
2d Brigade established a land,,based forward CP at Ben Tre. An AN/MRC-69 VHF 
van was moved by road to l3en Tre and installed to provide telephone commun­
ications. Also in mid-October, the 3d Brigade established a tactical CP at 
Giao Du.co Another VHF van accompanied the 3d Brigade during the road march 
and was used to provide telephone communications support. During October, 
the Photographic Facility instituted a quality control program which resulted 
in improved quality of photos by the 9th Signal Battalion's Photographic 
Laboratory. 

(1) (C) Any Aviati.Q!!= Amy Aviation supported the division on a daily 
basis. Operations TOAN raONG II, TRUONG CONG DINH, QUYEr CHIEN and KUDZU 
were characterized by employment of multiple assault helicopter companies 
and air cavalry troops. Medium and heavy cargo helicopters provided lift 
for ar~illery, supplies, equipment, and troop movement. The 9th Aviation 
Fattalion provlded gene~al support to the divisiono II FFORCEV supported 
the division by providing a daily average of 1.9 assault helicopter companies, 
one air cavalry troop and 2o3 cargo helicopters. 

(m) (C) Chemical St•.pport. 

(1) Personnel Det~ction: During this quarter, the Division Chemical 
Section flew 518 missions for a total of 664 hours. Compared to the previous 
quarter, the missions increased 600'% and hours flown increased by 200%. This 
quarter the Section has flown many more missions which were of lees time 
duration than the previous quartero In conducting these missions, the A.rborne 
Personnel Detector (APD) XM3, which was received by the Division in late July, 
and the E63 Manpack Personnel Detector (XM2) were utilized. Results of these 
missions were reported to G-2 or to Brigade and/or Air Cavalry units for 
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immediate reactions to significant readings. It is noted that most of the 
significant contacts during this quarter were initiated by "People Sniffer'' 
missions. 

(2) Riot Control Agents (RCA): Due to the new base of operation of 
the 9th Inf Div and to the monsoon season which decreases the effectiveness 
of CS, the employment of bulk CS decreased 7r:ffo. Hcwever, the employment 
of E158 Canister Cluster Tactical CS increased 15~ over last quarter. The 
1st Brigade continued io use the greatest amount, although there was a marked 
increase in use by 2nd and }d Brigades end D Troop, }/5th Cav. 

(3) Defoliation: During this qaerter, a new defoliatiori program was 
designed to meet the particular r,quirements of IV Corps. T!1•:. term "selective 
defoliatio,t came into being and npresents hi@hly selective and relatively 
small defol:Lation targets, usually those of single tree lines and canals or 
river lines knowi. to be VC base camps, resupply snd ambush areas. Eighteen 
&eparate ta:::get areas were submitted for approval. The approval for reg_uests 
submitted this quarter should be received, approved and completed during the 
next quarter·. 

(4) N~w Concept th.is Quarter: The Air Cav concept in employment of the 
personnel detector was perfected during this quarter. This concept involves 
the use of the U>H-6 "Scout" ships 11 the AH 16 Cobra aud the Aero Rifle 
Platoons (ARP) of the Air Cav units. Previously the "Sniffer Teams" consisted 
of a UH-1D with two gunships for security only. The "Sniffe."' Team" in use 
by an Air Cav unit consists of the UH-1D "slick, two LOH-6 "Scouts" and one 
or two AH 16 Cobraso The "slick" flies the "Sniffers" at tree top level in 
the area of interest. The "Scouts" fly immediately behind the "slick" for 
security and as an instant reaction visual reconnaissance capability to recon 
rugh "Sniffer" readings. The Cobra(s) fly in a high orbit over the "Sniffer" 
AO and provi1ie security fer the "slick" and "Scouts." When the "Sniffer" 
ship obtainB high readings or receives ground fire, it ascends to an alti­
tude of approximately 1500 feet while the "Scouts" recon the area. The 
"Scouts" recon the area and if eneiq contact is made, the enemy is engaged 
with the mini-guns. The Cobras then make their pass and. drop their ordnance. 
Should the situation V8Tr8llt further development, the AP.P's are inserted and 
further tactical decisions are made based on their findings. This concept has 
proven highly effective in obtaining the maximum results from the employment 
of Personnel Detectorso 

(5) Ensure Itemsi The 9th Infantry Division Chemical Section had one 
officer on TDY to the 4th Infant1y Division to participate in the initial 
stage of the evaluation of the XM-28 .Brown Bag cs~2 ~ispense,:. He part~•Ji­
pated in two separate drops of the XM-28 in the tri-Border ~rea northwest 
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of Dak To. The evaluations will be shared by the 4th, 9th and 25th Divisions. 
This Division will complete its evaluation in the next quartero 

(6) Training of' 1st 'Australian Task Force (ATF): During this quar:ter, 
an NCO o: the Chemical Section was sent to the 1st ATF with three E63 Manpack 
Personnel DE>te!::tcrs (MPD) XM2. He conducted training on employmer,t techniques 
and maintenanr.e nrocedures for selected Auatr~lien pereo:rmel. US.ARV djT"ecte• 
two MPD•s be assigned ·to the 1st ATF. The 9th Division was therefore relieveo. 
of the requirement to support the 1st ATF with. personnel Ma. "oniffers. 
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2. (c) SectiOll 21 Lessons Le@med: Coa;=49ders 1 ObservationaJ Evaluations 
and Reo"'TE1lt1ons. 

a. (C) Personnel 

(1) (U) Personnel Information Roat-er (PlR) Proc~dure• 

OBS.l!.RVATIO.N. Information receiv~ on copies of the ilR returned from 
units was out of date by tice of ~ceipt. Personnel management n~eds accurate 
up-to-date information at ell times in order to effect proper assisnmer.ts. 

EVALUATION. The PlB'" as maintained tl'aoush September 1968 we.re of 
questionable value as a ttSr.agement tool. The system used wee in accordance 
with current regulations but was not adequate for the job that had to be 
done. 

:i!~OMH!!.li])ATIO.N. That trie reports and statistics within ffl be continued 
sine~ the PIF.'s are now beiOB posted on a daily basis from the lilOst current 
information avvl••• Uni ts still .receive copies of the l'IB and retum 
a posted copy monthly to PM which enables this headquarters to rectify any 
discrepencie•. 

(2) (U) Hospital Mail 

OBSE:iVATION. Battalion and separate company mail clerks ere no·t always 
aware of the hospitalized status of their unit members. 

EVALUATION. In order for t~ ,.iospital mail to be tiir.ely and effective, 
mail clel'ka must "pull out" mail for members of their unit who ere hosr-itd­
ized prior to forwarding tha mail to lower echelons. When mail is not 
screened prior to forwardir.g to lower echelons a day or two is lost in tran­
sit time thus del~.ying eventual delivery to a ~atient in the hospital. 

RJOOOMMFlll>ATIOB. A copy of tHe unit morning report should be provided 
to each battalion and separate c.ompeny ~ail elem as a mew.a to insure he 
knows by name each member of the unit who is hospitalized. 

(3) (C) Inadequacy of ~ganizativ,,al Maintenance Personnel --- MRF 
Land Bas•d Operations 

0BSERVA~IOI.. During this report there was a marked !..ncrease of prdc11gea. 
land baa-,d operations b:y MRF Battalions. Velti.cles rund other equipmfmt were 
furnished the MRF units ~by teakins divisional units, however, no or88Jliz•­
tional maintenance cal)Bbility was provided. :Because the using unit had no 
mechanics, there was no preventive maintenance program and equifment was fre-
quently inoperable. [QNF/D£NT/AL 
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EVALUATION. ln preparation for land-based operations, other divisional 
wii ts were tasked to provide TOE equipment st ch e.s vehicles on a loan basis. 
Without exception, organizational maintenance personnel requirements were 
ignored by all concerned in spite of frequent requests by the maintenance 
battalion and the tactical unit. In no knovn instance wore any organizational 
maintenance personnel attached or assigned to land-based MRF units to maintain 
the equipment provided for such an operation. On several occasions, eleMents 
of the 15th Ehgineer Battalion and the ,/}4th Arty :Battalion voluntarily 
performed organizational maintenance fox MBF land based Battalions simply 
because the &lgineers end Arty were co-located vi th the MRF Battalions and 
observed the deplora~le condition of equipment and the observed leek of 
P.::·eventi ve Maintenance being co;iducted. Thia was stop-gap emergency work and 
offered no long range effective maintenance program. Countless numbers of min~r 
r:n~ntenance problems, eapacisl.Ly with vehicles, which could and should have 
lx:en solved by the using unit (e.g. lubrication and tightening of nuts and 
b~lts) were ignored until equipment beca~e deadlined·and required extensive 
f~eld maintenance repairs by the Maintenance Batt8lion. These problems 
continue to exist as of this writing despite the emphasis and advice given 
by the Maintenance Battalion to unit commenders and personnel, MRF Bde S-4 
and G-4. The Maintenance Battalion has, of necessity, responded to emergency 
requests by the MJili u:iits imd repeatedlj used biplv skilled peT~onn•l fo~ 
co~ntlesa manhour.s to perform on-site operator and organizational maintenance. 
Each time this was done, the :00 Mainte."lance mission ot the M&ln.'teft&Jlct:1 Bat:tt1-
lion was neglected in part, and suffered or was delayed·rai amount of tim~ 
equal to the work and ti11e spent performing organizational maintenance. The 
Maintenance Battalion has neither thd mission nor c~pability to perform~ 
organizational and :00 Maintenance. It is extremely uneconomical to continue 
to detract from the division's D3 Maintenance capabi.lity and use highly sk::llled 
and trained personnel to perform basic low level maintenance. 

REX;OMMiffi>ATION. Organizational :'.aintenar,ce must be considered when 
equiprilent is provided to MBF units ~or lAild based operation. Every item of 
military equipment has been allocated its share of maintenance personnel. 
For example, mechanics should be assigned at least in ratio of one per each 
5 vehicles. Units levied for equipment should also provide operators and 
mechanics. 

(b) (c)- Operations 

(1) (C) VC/NVA Evasion Techniques 

OBSERVATION. VC/NVA will attempt to use canals, streams or rivers in 
&n attempt to escape fror11 u US force which is sweeping toward or has ancircled 
an ~nemy ·unit. The enem,y •:.till fragment and either swim the water obstaclel:i 
or try to hide in the vegetation along the bar.Jes of the waterways. 
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EVALUATION. During the periods of daJ.imeea, it ic extremely- difficult 
to stop the ene117 fro• escaping by use of waterways. Several methods 
have been e■ployed to deny these escape routes to the enemy. The most 
successful means employed has been the periodic grenading of thfl waterway­
with concusoion grenades. Some success has bf!en obtained by employing 
concertinA 'tlire submerged across the streams, but the weight and bulkiness 
of the wire has presented problems in its employment. Flame expedients 
have been employed with varying resul.ts; one method is to pour gasoline or 
napalm upstream f:rom the VC position and after a time lapse to allow 
dispersing of the gasoline, light the mixture. This method has driven the 
VC out of streams, but is lese effective in fast flo~lng waterways. 

RmO~DATIOB. Continue to develop tactics end techniques to deny 
the enemy use of waterweys as escape routes. 

(2) (c) Checkerboard Operation 

OBSmVATIOB. The checkerboard operation is an effective means to 
engase enemy elements moving at night and to disrupt the enemy l:.nes of 
communication. 

11VALUATION. The checkerboard operation consists of inserting a company 
into an area of operation for 36 to 72 hours. It should be inserted in 
a method desisried to conceal the company location. On~ means of accomplishing 
this is to insert two companies in an area of operation and latvr extract only 
one company with the same number of aircraft used to insert two. Radio 
transmissions necessary for the two company extraction should be made to 
increase the dec~ptio11. The company fragments into several ambush patrols, their 
size depending on terrain and enemy activity. These ambushes deploy io 
predetermined locations within the area of o~~Llon to block the infiltration 
routes. Caution should be exerci:sed in not plec;ng uni ta out 01' suppo.1·ting 
distance of one another. During daylight the company should rendezvous at 
a well concealed defensive locatfon and obser"" 1aylight activity. The follow­
ing nig~+. the unit moves into a new position in ~he &~ea of operation ~na 
at:,11...\n fragments into ambush positions. 

RECOMMENDATION. That the techniqutls of using Checkerboard ambushes be 
further developed end refined in order to deny the enemy the use of vital 
terrain at night as well as during the day~ 
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(3) (C) Uee of Pathfinders: 2nd Brigade 

OBSfflVATION. When coordinating for airmobile operations, problems 
are often encountered. Use of multiple•airmobile companies for night 
insertions can become confusing if proper coordination is not effected. 
Close coordination must be made bet,,een pathfinders, the commanders 
making the insertion, the airmobil(; '')any commanders and the air mission 
commander. 

EVALUATION. Airmobile company ~ommanders must be thorou~hly briefed 
by the S3 Air of tha battalion conducting the airmobile oper&~ion. If 
pathfinder~ are used, the battalion s3 Air must insure that close coordi­
nation with them is made. 

RIDOMMENDATION. Pathfinders should be used to set up the PZ prior to 
the battalion's arTival, The pathfinder unit must be in charge of control­
linR aircraft in the PZ. The airmobilt:1 comm.onders report on station using 
the pathfinder's control frequency. The battalion PZ control officer or S3 
Air will be in charge of coordination between the pathfinders and the infan­
try company commanders. The S3 Air should be responsible fo:- selecting the 
assembly areas for the infantry companies,and for assuring that the companies 
are properly prepared for loading. The s3 Air must give the comm.and to load 
the aircraft after coordination with pathfinders. 

(4) (C) Use of tactical amok~: 2nd Brigade 

OBSERVATION. During airmobile operations, landing zones frequently 
~n~e :mder fire from enemy forces concealed in adjacent wooc or trench 
lines. Smoke delivered by helicopters is normally more Accur&te than that 
delivered by artiJ.J.ery fire. bQIOK'd pots provide a heavier screen then 110 

grenades. 

rux:lOMMEtJDATION. That airmobile companies csrry smoke devices to cover 
insertions and that tactical planning always consider the possible use of 
smoke to conceal airmobile insertions. 

(5) (C) Operations alone; canals and streams: 2nd ~rigade 

OllSERVATION. 'When encountering wide streams and canals on combat 
operations,attemptF must be made to employ troops on both banks while 
moving parallel to these natural water baITiers. On a recent operation, 
the VO too).c advantage of b"U.Ch a bRrrier r~· : . .., tonating a claymore mine 
from ihe opposite bank, then escaping without pursuit b~cause of the 
barrier. CONFIDENTIAL 
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E?ALUATION. Wate:ways that are 10 to 15 met~rs wide ere ideal sites fer am­
buches. 'l'he waterway itself is difficult to cross, yet the far bank is clone 
enough for the enemy's affective use of co@lll8l1d detonated mines and small arms fire, 

RmCMMDmATIOJ, To pl'l,vent the enelll,Y using w•t11rvays to his advar.tage, 
maneuver on both sidea of W61terwaya et the 111me tin. 

( 6) ( C) ilJ'm..2.~.le Raids 

OBS.ffiVATION. SUl'prild ia 11t1i1Mntial in execut:i;.,J aucoeHful ail'!Jlobile 
l"aidB, 

EVALUATION. Surprise au.y be loat .if a~tilleey or gunahipa are used 
in tne objective area prior to assault by airmobile troop•. All unusual 
activity muet be prohibited in the objective area prior to ectual assault. 
Tot~l surprise in such an operation more ~han compensates for the loss of 
fire support. 

R~OMMffiD.~TION. Artillery, gunships and FAC aircraft shoulrt Mt be 
ailowed in an an• whJre lirmobile raids are being pllll.~ed until immediately 
efter initial assault. 

(7) (C) Anti-Ambush Pz~cedures. 

OBSEf.VATION. 1'he unique na·~ure of the r!obile Riverine Forcf. (MR.:) 
and its watel'li!objle deployment re~.ures th&t special Jmphasis be placed 
on preventing &IJlbushes against a riverine convoy and on rt-actions once 
er.emy ambush ia ini ti1ste 

DISCUSSION. Measures tilken to discourage ambushes incl•.uie 11lr eocort 
by hctical air and. ar!ll;;.d h~,.d.copters, airstri , on suspectJd ambush sites, 
artillery fires on c,.U, s-:hedulE:d fires en ca.1-, s~heduled fires along the 
water route, e.nd reco1maissa1.·:::e 1:y :'ire from the armament of the eacort 
boats. 

( 1) Three e,;eueral courses of action are available to riverine columnr 
ambu~hed on a wide river; however, vari2tions of each, &nd Gombinations of 
two or more techniques may be used by the comrna:Jde:r: as his analysis of the 
situation dict~:es, One cou~se of a~tion i& to neutralize the enemy fi:e 
usi"''lg o.11 a••a-;,lable fril'n~ly fires; tc- inclu.de Naval gunfire, artillery 
fitt, helicopter fire teams and airstrikes. Then, once> ti.e enemy fire is 
suppressed, the infantry execut~c; an ""!Sault landing to close with 
remaining enemy forceG. Another me .. ' ; s: to illlll'9diatel;; ~ow'l.uct a· beach 
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landing on a flank of the ambush and roll up the flank using aH available 
supporting fires. 'i'he major disadvantage to this method is the waming 
the enemy receives by the iong move to the beaching siteo Further, if the 
ambush is l!lerely for r qrps,,,,,...,.t, VRluable time is lost without mA)<+ng s·,g­
nificant' contact. For harassment ambusnes another altemative is to steam 
through tbe ambush wlii.ie i. "-'turning neavy suppres~i ve fire; t.ue t.:roops are 
not landed. In all case8 the observation and firepower afforded by a 
command and control heli~opter Dnd a helicopter light fire team greatly 
enhance the flexibility oi the commander's decision. 

(2) If the boat column i::i ~@bushed on a narrow river or canal, the 
oest course of action open to any element in the kill-zone is to rapidly 
push through the ambush. hlements not in the kill-zone remain in I.iosi t.ion 
and must assist by placing fire into the ambush positiono A Zippo (flame 
thrower) boat should ~e eJ!Wloyed, if possibl~. lts flame capabHity is 
very effective in redu~ing the ambush and t~e flame also serves as an 
excellent m:::=ker for airstrikes. After the boats clear the kill--zone, 
infantry elements are beached to execute a double envelopment, using 
Naval gunfire to prevent reinforcement of or escP~ by the enemy force. 
Should an ambush be sprung as a result of reconnaissance in force operationp 
~agle float operation~ may be used to develop the situation or an airmobile 
assault may be used to complete an encirclement. 

RECOMMENDATION. When air support-is available, movements along 
waterways should be covered by an aeri.l observer and/or a light 
helicopter fire team, _provided such su1,,port does not cotnprom:,;.se the 
mission. When air support is not available, on call and scheduled 
artillery fires should be planned along the route of advance; recon= 
ne..:.ssance by fire sho-..ilct be used in specified strike zone areas. 

~D) (C) Locating VG Dispersed Over J-<g:ge Base Areas. 

GBSl!lWA'IION. In operations aimed at hit.ting the enea,y in his own base 
area~ the area must be thoroughly reconnoitered to locate the dispersed 
e:~.~m:y and his positions so that troops can be more gainfully employedo 

1VALUATION. The most rapid means available for i~connoitering wide &reas 
is Ln 1ise air-cavalry combined with people sniffers. '1'he number of contacts 
1:1ade and bddy count. is much greater when this method is utilizedo 
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R~OMMENDATION. That brigades have combinai.ions of Air Cavalry 
and sniffers under their operational ~ontrol throushout oporations aimed 
at findJ.ng, fixint and destroy;.ng VC uni ts in large base areas. 

(9) (C) Maintaining the Fighting Capability of Troops Over Lo:gg 
Periods of Action. · 

O:BSlil?VATION. The need to keep constant pressure on the VC r,:quires 
that troops be in the field for long periods. Frequently, ullit effective­
ness is cut down due to injuries resulting lrom exposure to the wet, muddy 
environment of the delta. 

EVALUATION. When ope=ating with only two battalions, usually four 
companies are in the field and the remainder maintained as a ready-reaction 
force and/or distributed among certain sites which require a continual 
static defense. If large contact is made, almost 1<>0% of all troop 
strength must be committed. There remains no ready-reaction fo~:ee and no 
replacements for units who suffer large losses due to exposuTe as well as 
to casualties~ The addi.tfon of, as a minimum, a third battaHon to the 
origade structure uow allow~ for mo:t.-e i'reouenL rotation of ti:ooµs in 'the 
field, th~s·reducing exrosure cAsua.\ties. It further provides a larger 
ready reacti'on force in the event of a major oontact. 

REX;OMMENDATION. '.l.'hat the minimum stru.dure for brigade operations 
consist of three iweuver ·battalions. 

(10) (t) SecUl.'ity for Small Ves~el Movement. 

OBSERVATION: EJnploYlJ:ent and tactics of two or three unescorted 
vessels. 

EVALUATION. a. Frequently it has become necessary to rwi two or 
three vessels down capals anci rivers :i.n support of an operation. 'When 
this has to be done, the policy is that two vessels are the minimum to 
any one location. This insures ~utual fire support in case of ambush 
and in the event of heavy damaga. the damaged vessel can be supported 
and towed by the second vessel. If Navy escort is provided, u single 
bott is dispatched, but generally at least two go; however, as Navy 
v~ssels are ICM-6•s, they are too small to support a damaged vessd 
as large as an ICM-8, 

b. Navy escort vessels are desirable for all small vessel movement. 
~hese LCM-6's ars erruored, have 40n:~, 20mm, and· .50 calibP.r weapons and 
Have additional flotation mat~rial along the freeboard. The ICM-6 
vessels of the 1097th have only shrapnel protl~cti•,re steel plate and 
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tw .50 oaliber aobine BWUI• lfawe?er1 B&'fY assets a.re difficult to 
o'bain, ad or neoessit,r 1111eaoorted. JIIOY8& mat be ad.e. U the aove 
18 .ntirely cm a .a. ~ver, i.e., J(y Tho, BM w.ong, Co Chien~ or 
Baa-.:: threat of aal,ush is minillized. 

BIC0IIOIIDJ.!IOI. The aaller rinrs and oanals a.re, however, ver.r 
dquaw1 and require the fc;lloring Pl,'008Cluresa 

(1) Pall pJ:Oileoti'N olothiDg on aJ.1 peraonnel. 

(2) Detenabe positions behind steel plate. 

(3) 1'lanlc speed if the wake will not destroy adjacent civilian 
small oraf't. 

(4) Varied sohedulea of DOveaent. 

(5) . Suppress1:va fire if t1e srea baa been properl,r cleared Ly US, 
ARVI and Glll authorities. 

Tvo or three ICJl-81s moving &lone have generally' bEien unmolsted. The 
eneJDI' will 11Su&l.l,y not fire on resupply type vessels even if they ~ 
oaa:rying C!lass V items. Tbere ha.ve been exceptions, but as a rule,· 
Bll8l.l convoys are not attacked. U the tactical situation pew.ta, the 
oompan., · COJDJDa.nd & Control vessel escorts the cargo vessels as it has 
better ttomnnioati.on and firepow•. 

(11) (C) Minesveg. 

OBSERVA!'IOli. fha major problem in minesweep is tbe electronic 
detaoto:r, both in its reliabilit,r and operator's lack of familiarity 
with the equipment. The head/etem ooupling frequenti, fails and the 
lmovled88 of replacement pe~sonnel is severly lacking. 

EVAUJATIOB. Failures of t.be nev style or bead/stem coupling in 
addition to the fact t.bl\t replacements .froa OOJIUS a.re uot aaequately 
trained 1n- th& maintenance, repair, and employment of the deteotor 
all cOllbilie to make minesveep aotivit-1.es far more time-consuming than 
necessary. 

RECODEIDATIOI. The old type head/stem ooupling reliability is 
sup~rior to the new model an~ should be utilized wpenever available. 
Persom1el scheduled for RVN duty w:1 th ~t,•r battalions should have 
indoctrinat±on in all basic equipment prior to axrival. Present mine 
deteotors. should be replaced with lighter-weight, more reliable units 
used by the Marines. 
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(12) (c) Duft!:!■ or Sit.-11 Used bJ 1h l!neg;. 

OBSDlV.ATI0N. ~ sites used ror 8Jl81'Y activity a:re left atancJ:tns 
or inadequately destroyed. 

EVAUJA!IOI. Bunkera, buildings and woodlines have offered the 
eneay havena from detection 811d. d.eatruotion onlBll oooasiona. ~te 
frequently, a particular °b'J.ilding or particular section of voodline 
baa-be• tbe site of a 'loanand ddtonation de'rice for mines or the 
aiw or an abash roroe. Repeated attempts to aeoure permiBBion to 
deat:ro., these sitea haft proftd futile. l'reqwmtly an inadequate job 
or banter leatruotion. is aoooaplisba4 and the enem., returns to the 
s81118 positions. 

B.BCOMIIRIID.&fiOI. Sites used tor comand. detonation of mines and for 
ambw31',eil should be llll8Cliatel.y destroyed vben enoountered.. Enough tia 
shouli be·· taken for bunkar · deatraction to imNJ.oe denial of the bunters· 
to the enemy in the future. The ~ or trained engineers for tbia 
i,arpoae will i:uure denial vi tbout unduly delaying the tactioal operation. 

(13) (c) Use of Bon-Metallic lti.nes ya.inst Vehicles. 

OBSl!RVATIOli e The use of non ... taJ.li.o command detonated. mines 
against nbioles h&& beOOllt a JIOr8 serious problea as enem., •tbods 
beco• mon aophiatioatecl. 

EVAUJmOB. The VC han cleYelopec.. sc.phisticated. methods to prevent 
deteotion of non-aetal.lio :min.ea • The mine·s 8.l'e buried. in the roa4 and 
the wire is burie4 in the eabankment at the edp of the. roa4 v.ban it is 
110111bolr -.nsct tor future use. Inatea4 of laying additional wire to the 
colllilalli · site, the VC leave no trace of &D1' wire until the ~ and tille 
they·deoide to blow the 111.ne. !hen they h.J' the v1re through the rice 
padq; during the aa,,, just before they phn to use it, and o~~ it 
·:;o the wue bidden in the embankment at the aide of the road.. 

BICOIIMDDAHGI. .Desio a more reliable non-aetall.ic mine detectcxr. 

(14):- (C). 18.'tthwork During the Rain.Y Season. 

QBSIRVA'l'IOI. Earth moviiig projects in the l{ekong Del ta -during the 
rainy" ~eason are practically imposs:i.ble. 

19'.lLtJA!ICII. !he use of eartbllOn.ng equipment to accomplish m~j~ 
tub ·m:1.ng the ::raiJQ' seascm has p:oven to be extremely difficult. 
!he grOIUl4 GOndi tiona at the 1;iJDe a.re such that all earthllonDg aquipnent 
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becomes mired, requiring more equ1!1118Jlt to recover the mired vehicles. 
T.his of'te:il nsults in a seri~.:. of vehicles becoming stuck as the7 
attempt to reoover others. Tmoua solutions to this problem ban been 
attempted but nom have met with 8D1' degree of aucoess. 

RmOMMERDATI0B. Face tbe fact that earth-DID'ring projects in the 
Mekong Delta during rain_y season a:re not general.11 feaaible. i''iat is 
needed ia planning which allova t1'1a acbedulbg or bea~ eq1..~ "'11lent jobs 
during the dry season, ~ a new cJlasa of engineer vehicles poa-.,,asing 
a vastl,y ~r bea:riDg area-to-u,iigbt ratio than those presently 
available. 

0BSIB.VATI0H. The en8JV uses auneyiJrg stakes laid out by our 
survey parties as anchors for booby traps placed during the night. 

EVAW.t\TIOi. The use of' mirveyillg stakes in areas or enemy activity 
provides a ~-eead.y-made anchor for booby traps. This problem vas enc01JDtered. 
several 11.•e during cle&l.'ing operations around Dong T8ll Base. 

llE'0Mffi:tt'DATI0I. Every morning before work starts, all surveying 
stakes ~houltl be checked for booby traps.. When work in an area. is 
finisned, all stakes should be removed. to prevent further enemy use. 

(16) (U) Drainage Ditch S-:ipport. 

CESillVA!'IOW. Ba.nd driv:i.Dg of lJ-shaped pickets for drainage ditches 
is too time conauming. 

BVALUATIOif. When using tin :rooting material for lateral support, the 
common. practte. is to use U-shaped pickets driven int,) the earth to aupport 
the tin. The staJld.a.N. method of driving the pickets by band was found to 
be time consumi.Jlg and inefficient. The use of a clay tanq,er a.w1. air 
compressor increased efficiency and reduced mamiours by 200J'. 

REX:OMMENDATIO'N. A method aiailae to tbe .. •ntioned above ah.ould 
be usecl wlleJl.eTft ,oui"ble to d.rl.Te U•-,.4 piolau. 
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( 17) (U) V• ot :rour Cbamlel sietema in :Battalion lftel Base Cups 

cmstllVm<m. :Batt&lian 1"81 base Olllp8 at Tm !ru. and f1&er II 
haft been prori4E"d oomnunif)atio:DB support with 12 channel ajmc-69 
VS, systai. In each oaae abou.t one third of th! a/aC-691s capabilitf 
vaa being ued tor essential oharmela. Addi ticmal.ly, the Deed for 12 
obllinel ..,__. in other areas :fnoreaaed and the aDOlmt of equipnent 
e:nd.l.able to the 9th Signal Battalion to auppart combat operatiOJia fell 
below the required level. 

lff AUJA!'IOJI. In ea.oh case the feasibili t1 of repl~ing the 12 
chmmal aye~, with taar ohazmel a/lllC-112:: syatea 11118 studied. It 
vas determiDecl that fcna telepbo.De channels wre satiafaatory for 
ooamnioatiom out of the bat~dion level base campa. The ranp, rel­
iability, and availability of treqpenoiea in each case vas -studied. It 
vaa de1:em:1necl that the B/lllC-11~ vould ~de satisfacto:q coliauni.caticm 
and the o_n1.y upectecl proble■ vould be in frecp18J10y interference. 
Sir.iee il/llli:-112 operatiJJg frepnciea are OOll!)atible to those in the 
VRC-12 aeries 111 ridioa, interference between the two types of radios 
could be a pro1'ilea. !be ladio Of'fioer of the Di'Yision Starr was given 
overall respauibility far allocation of AB/IBC-112 f"reqmnciea. The 
il/lBC-112 syate• were installed am tbB results have been completely 
aatiaf'•tor,y. 

RK'<NiMl•eIOIS •. It 1a reoomanded thet t.be roar channel u/ae-
112 telephone aysteaa be inata.Ue4. to kt1i&Ucm level base 08IIJIB instead 
of tbe 12 ohamel .U/aC-69 ■111teu vheneTe:r JQBaib1'!t·; It, is t,,1"ther 
reoe tMMed. · that ~t ot J.J1)Bc-112 frequencies be 1no:..uded in 
the . .t.recpmo7 JIIIIMlgalmt nspoaibilitiea or the Diviaion Radio Officer. 
When AI/GBC-163 radios beOOll8 aatlal:B.e they sr~., d be comr.i.derecl rar· 
this type employment. 

(18) (c) Ipad.eguacy of !l&ip.tenanco Conail\eration in Ta.tioal 
Plann15. 

OBSEVA!IOB. Taotice.l o0JIIID8nders and their staffs fa."cl to " tve 
adequate :p'.t'ior notifiCE'tion or JDOV91"8nts and operations to ma!nterumoe 
support Wtli tB. 

'9AU1J.TIOle Moftment ot BZ'tiller,y, radars, aDl other equ.&.paent 
to mu-nere contact DS Maintenance 8'&pport 1111St be prortde~, 'il--:ve 
oasuN. considerable 41.!"fioult,- in id.entitioation of problems, finding 
unite, &l.-nnging ~tation aZld haft ooDSeqpently del.qe4. rel'JB,U 
by tbe lfa:b1tenanoe :Battalion. 
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Bll)WA'l'IOB. That tactical r.opnazyl~ra (including artillery units) 
maintain oloae liaison vi tl-. their tsupporting 11&:lntenanoe DSU an4 dviae 
as eoon aa l)Oai:sib!. oi" JIO'flt■ t operations-"" obangea vbich atfeot 
11Mntenanoe ocmsi&e:raticma. 

(19) (U) l!(plC',-~ ot tbe Battalion ~18211• 

OBSlllVATI<m. b i'lmotion and location of tbe Battalion Surgeon 
variel!t widely t£oughou.'i. Vietnaa. 

EfALUATlOK. Jkperienoe in the 9th Infantry Division in the Mekong 
Delta mclioate;; that the BatWion Burgeon :ls the key tipre in Division 
level medical aerrioe. &, ncmaal.ly looatea vi th the field 01· arul 
routinely- via1·ta all OOJIIP8Dl base oaape. fftt sick call, fielcl preventive 
•di.cine al.vice izld the training of 00111,Ulf aidmen. On oqcasion, he :follows 
behind an aaaualt oom.pany if heavy casualties an anticipated. Being 
thoroughly familie:r with the enriromnent ia which the soldier operates, 
fie can orrer both excellmi,.,field ·medioel ca:a:-e and valuable advice •to 
Ms un- · cOmlll8nder. 

RmOMMENDA'l'IOB'. To cont~e th.:i policy or locat~:ng the Ba·~ talion 
Surgeon in the field nth the troops be serves. 

(20) {U) Inadequacy or Medical Considerations in Tactical Pl.azuwl&. 

OBSEP.VATIOB. Tactical O(\JDDl8llders f'ail to give adequate prior 
notification ot pendillg combat opers.tions to medical support elements. 

IVAWA!'IOI. During recent months, ombat operations were oonducted 
in tne 9th Infantry Division Area rJf Operations wii;hout priar consideration 
to med.ioal. na.ouatian 811d treatmn-t; support. This fact :makea medical 
resupply and p;t'ODlpt evacuations extremely dif'fioult tor short duration 
operations. 

RECOIMEIIDATION. The tactical COllllllSDdera include tb.eir medical 
staf'f; and medical supJ::n-t personnel in all preJim1nsry ple..nning phases 
of combat operations. 

c. (C) .~ai»1J?!• 

(1) (U) S,onversion or M:Llitary Pa,yment Certificates., 

Page 51 of 69 Pages 

CONF!DE/\ITIAL 



A'lll&-tDI CONF/D£NT/AL 15 Nove~ber 6~ 
SUl3.Jar Operation"'l Report ot 9th Infantq Division for Period &!ding 

:51 October 1968, RCS CSl'OR-65 (Rl) (U) 

OBSliRVATION. Many collection officers and troops wero not properly 
instrocted ae to C-Day (21 Oct) procedures and certain prescribed pro­
cedure11 Wllre difficult to keep under close control. 

EJALU.lTIOR. Each compenv sized unit is require~ to indicate conver­
sion readineaa by reporting the following selliamualq. 

(a) Date on which an or.i,entation on conversion procedures was lest 
given. 

(b) That sufficient blank forms are on hand to convert the MPC for 
the unit. 

(o) ~ na• and appointing authority of the t;li.t collection officer. 
1'otwithstand:Lng the fact that wch reports had been submitted as of 1 Sept 

··68, there were mmeroua ttrrors and oversights in documentatio.n turned in. 
It was apparent truit in several cases, the most readily available officer 
was put on orders to be colleetion officer&..~ was not aware of provisione 
of the diviaion :regulation. Procedurally it was impossible to exercise 
co.ntrol over niulti.ple conversions by requiring that the MACV ration cards 
be ·signed. Thrre we1:ie hundreds.within the division at the time of the 
conversion who were rlOt in possession of a ration card because i~ was lost 
or at some other location. There were also numerous casen of personnel 
out. of ccuntr,y on leave, or bospitalized, who had MPC stored in unit field 
safes. Current provisions i~dicating that conversion will be documented 
on App1ic1ation 1' or Special Conversion upon re tum of the member are adequate, 
as many persormel do nat return: from out of~country hospitalization or 
emerg~ncy leave. Also,prolonged tactical operations of a single unit in 
certain cases -precluded timely conversion of all members. 

REX}0MMENDATION. Personnel should receive an orientation on conversion 
procedures not less frequently than quarterly. Conversion office..., shoulcl 'btJ 
required to familiariie themselves wii;h pertinent regulations immediately up­
on being placed on orders as collection·officer. Recently assigned personnel 
wh~ have not had time· to familiarize themselves with procedures should not 
be given du:ciH es collection officers. Finally, when possible, stand downs 
should be scheduled to permit timely and compl~te conversion of all MPG of all 
personnel within the authorized conversion period. 

(2) (U) Tea~ Training. 

OBSERVATION. During this period it became evident that VHF and !fr' teams 
were not establishing col!lmunication system9 as rapidly as desired. 'fuis was 
primarily due to lack of tealll' training. 
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EVALUATIOB. On several ocoasiODB a lack or team proficiency delqe4 
the establish'ment or ori ti cal VBP and Er syste•. In an attempt to 
improve technical proficiency and :responsiveness, t¥o Vllr te8118 IIOTecl 
to the perimeter or Dong !Ba base and eatablia~a a VBP a,ato with the 
9th Signal Battalion relay located. at Tung Tall. Two coaplete ,ntennaa 
were erected by eac,h van snd both organic stool.cs of equil)IICJlt operationally 
checke4. The nerl ~ the ~ te- inatal.18'1. the ayst• using different 
frequencies am antenna polarization. Several of the Br teau also 
WMlervent eilliliar t:Pa1u1ng and eetablisbecl communications vitn the Radio 
Teletn,evriter Vea operating in the Dinaion Adw:tn1•tr&ticm-Logiatica 
Bet located. at Tung !al. lot only vu ftluable praotioal experienoe 
obtained by thia bti11ng prograa bo.t all-equipait v• checked ancl 
faulty components identified end turned in for maintenance. 

RE!JOMMEIDATIOBS. Prior to comai tting any signal material a complete 
ope:t-ational. check must be conducted to insure the read.inesa or both 
equipnent and personnel. 

(3) {U) ~aining of levlY Arrived Medical Officers 

OBSERVATIOI'. Bevly anived 'Tledical officers are inexperi.enced. i"l 
diegJJOsia and treatment of tropical akin diseasese 

IVAWATIOJi. Since skin disea.ae :la the moat illportamt cause of nOJ1-
effectiveness in the 9th InrantrJ Divieion, thia deticienc1 in meclical 
care has serious consequences. The p~siciana are unable to provide 
effective care, to train their corpsmen or to advise their commulera 
in preventive measures. The three important skin diseaaea are ring 
wom, infections and immersiQ foot. Since early August, the J>ivision 
Surgeons Office reinforced by COL V .A.Akers, Chief Denat.ology- JliTiaion 
AMBD, and. Professor David. 'l'aplin1 Assistant Professor of Dermatology, 
University of Miami Mec:.!;:~l School1 nave conducted an extensive four Qay 
course in diagnosis e.nd_ t:r-eatment oi- the common skin d! -:ieases. The results 
ot iJlp:royed treatment are already &p}:larttnt" 

RJOO0MMDDATI0I. That the above mentioned prooe~ures be followed 
for otbr special problaa areas. 

(4} (U) Detemn1ng Rate :,f Hllrch on Jlivers 

OBSEIV'A!IOI. A requirement exists to acat.trat•"ly ·predict arrival 
times at destinations for river movements. 
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E.'VALUATio::. s .. erting in ee~ly A4,,.,1st, am val times were scheduled 
much more accurate]¥ than before. A number of variable~ 11&118t oe known 
before an arrival time 'Can be acouratefy determined. The moat difficult 
problem to solve is. the dete1'111ination of.the speed et whioh the gun barges 
can be pushed, The rate ot march determines departure time, .Ufeoting rate of 
march are the following variableaa 

(a} Vessel engine statua. 

(b) Tide direction. 

(c) Current strength. 

(d) Time of year (high water months compared to low water months). 

(e) Drainage direction of small canals emptying into two or more 
rivers. 

REDCIJMENDATIOl'i. To compute an .... "curate march and arrival time, the 
~yste.m described below is most efficient. For example, to determine a 
departure time and r&te of march from Dong Tam to Sa Dec, the following 
computations must be mades 

(a) Tide direction during move: Outgoing 

(b) Tima of years High water month (Oct). 

(c) Ctu.-rent strength. 

(d) Speed: This is based on experience for the given variables in 
the Evaluation. In this instance, it would be 7250 meters per hour. 

(e) Suitable Engine Rfftt: 1100. 

(£) Distance to Travel: 62,500 meters. 

(g) Travel Time: e hours 40 minutes. 

(5) (C) Anchor Confie;uracion. 

OBSERVATION. A requirement exists for better anchorage. 

EVALUATION. a. Ancho,.. configuration and layout has boen changed 
to oeet a different Fi~e Sup~ort Bae~ confi8U-'t'etion. The Helicopter 
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Barge has been relocated between the starboard and por·~ quarters of tr.e 
Battalion CP and Brigade Lemmo vessels. This configuration, altr.cugh 
ha.rd.er to lash up, keeps the helicopter Barge from turning around on 6n 
outgoing tide. (See Diagram #1) The bows of the boats, only drawing 
two anri A hAlf f PAt of WAter, are easily extracted durin,e: outR"oi nr: ti des. 
The Helicopter Barge anchored over 40 feet from shore, never t~~~hes 
bottom W1lese tactical cpnsiderations require that+~- entire CP complex 
"dry out." 

'J. Anchor layout is as shown in Diflg:r·am li2. Additional anchors have 
been requested to implement a layout a~ shewn in DialTam #3. Unc.ar ~resent 
anchor availability, lone boats t1r.-,; ~ to tie up together. The cur.rents are 
extremely fast in portions of the delta and the boats are torn away from 
shore frequently, particular!? when backing down from shore on an outgo­
ing tide. Tr.; anchor layout shown in Diagram #3 would "'~~ .. imize the in­
stances of the anchor dragging. 

c. Spe~Hic places in the Delta have river currents approaching 
six lmots. Currents of this velocity against an I.CM-8, ~Qnnot be con­
sistently hand.led by one lightweight 75 poWld ane:hor. Usually anchc•rages 
~o not ~a~3e too much difficulty. However, to i~:'..!....""e a capability to 
handle all situations the following is recommended. 

REX:Ol'IJMENDATION. Eacl-- boat should. have two 75 poun-i l::.gti ... , --~-~1t 
Danworth Akchors. Heavier anchors would prove too difficult to ha.,dle 
in the waist-deep rice paddys. 

d. Intalligence 

(1) (c) ~'C Gas Mask 

OBSJiRVATION. Recent capture and .further testing of the newer type 
VC issue gas mask indicates the capability to sustain normal lJreaihing 
for a mean period of 15 minutes following contact with CS, 

EVJI.WATION. :Enemy discovered by "People Sniffer'' mi.-dJ_om, are able to 
remain undetected within their bunkers despite the employi:1ent of CS on tr.eir 
positions. Therefore, the tactical employment of CS following a signifi­
cant "People Sniffer" re&ding does not sufficiently recon a treeline, or 
det~rmine the presence or absenc~ of an enemy so equipJit:d with this a::ask. 

RI!.COMMENli.aTICN. That Tnf<i:.1try elements are physically needed on the 
c;round to make a cautious, complete check of thl ~uspected enemy location. 
However, the use of CS should continue in the event t~1'"' t the t:ncmy forces 
engaged do not ha've gas masks. 
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(2) (C) Interdictim:i of Routes 

OBSERVATION. Interdiction of supply a.,d commo liai.~on routA~ is auHe 
difficult without using a systcrnof checkpoints. The enemy has frequ~ntly 
conducted convoys during the day, as well as at nigni;, withOllt twlng 
observed. 

EVALUATION. None. 

RmOMMEffl>ATION., That a series 01' checkpoints be develoi,ed alorig 
heavil,v traveled ri•rers and cans.J.111,, usi:lg PIil's or sill!ilar small boats, 
to prevent such uncl.iallanged freedom of movement. 

(3) (c) YQ..!ictics Against the .Enciz~le~ent. 

OBSfflVATION. tn late A1J8U&t and early September, the enem;y- continued 
to maintain company and battalion size locations, syread over a one or 
two kilometer area. Engaging the E1nemy in large groups, the 1st Brigade's 
encirclement/pile-on taciice proved highly effective. However, once the 
enemy deployed his el,~ments over a four to six kilometer area, the same tactics 
became significantly less effective. .Also, once the enemy dispersed .his 
elements over large areas, 1st Brigade encirclement forces were sometimes 
subjected to fire and mortar attack from outside the sealint" circle. 

EVALUATION. Enemy forces using this tactic haYe met with considerable 
success in preventir1g encirclement of units larger than a platoon. 

R.FX::OMMEm>ATION. That friendly forces employing sn encirclement against 
an enemy force exercise caution in the disposition of their forces so as to 
prevent enemy breakout through thinly-held positions. Further, that a reaction 
force be readil,.v available to counter any thru.st from within and without the 
E.ealing circle. 

e. Logistics 

( 1) ( C) Rsducing -,_fuelipg1 ric!arming time for Helico;eters during 
Brigade operations. 

OBSERVATION. A continual problem during brigade oper&tions is the 
time required for helicopte~s to retum from forward areas to fixed install­
ations for refueling and rearming. 

EVALUATION. Use of portable refuel systems &nd temporary rearm points 
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at forward locat:,;.ons to support brigade operations e;an cut from 15 to 30 
minutes from the normal time required for refueling/rearming. However, to 
conserve fuel during lulls in the tactical situation, a~rcraft should returr,, 
to fixed installations for refueling. 

REX}OMMUIDATION. That maxitllllDl use be made of portable helico~ter refuel 
systems and temporary ream p~ints at forward locations to support brigade 
operations. 

(2) (U) Transfer of Electrical .Accounting Machin~. 

OBS:DlVATION. ~ing the movement or the Personnel Services Division 
f:.r.-om Bearcat to Dong Tar.:, Iltt and UNIV.AC equipment experienced intemAl 
damage to their operational components. 

EVALUATION. Electrical Accounting Machines are intricate and cOUlpli­
cated pieces of equipment. It is felt that over-exposure to dust and dirt, 
bumpy roa'1s and excessive movement of this equipment, as experienced th.rough 
trenefer from one site to another, causes major intemal difficulties whi-::h 
requ:f.re the assistance of profebalonal repair personnel from the Saigon or 
Long Binh arease 

RB::CH-mIDA'J.'ION. The movement of EAM :Equipment should be held to a 
bare minimum to prevent loss of costly machine and man hours. 

(3) (C) Airmobile W&ter Points. 

OllS:DlVATIOH. The Airmobile 600 GPH \!ater Purification Ulrl.t is beill8 
deployed without filters. 

EVALllATIOB. The 600 GPH Water Purification Unit ilB being sent to the 
units from dttpot without the filte1· unit being included in the sldp111.~nt. 
Thie filter is required for operation of the unit. 

~O..-...iSDATIOH. To take steps to insure that the purification units 
are inspected at depot,to insure that all component parts are present 
before shipment and allow the stockage of spare parts at the using unit 
level. 

(4) (C) Case 450 Ai.mobile Dozer. 

OBSERV.&T!ON. Case 450 dozer b constantly deadlilled for a broken ring 
gear. 
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EV.ALU.ATIOR. The :m.ng sear in the Case 450 tractor is c011Btantly 
breaking down bec•ue it ia incapable of handling the torque transfer 
from engine to driv.t shaft. To this date, it has not been determined 
whether this situation occurs only when shitting from torlU'd to 
reverse and vice varoa or, as operator and auperri.aora contend, during 
norul operation. 

RJX!CMM'.DmATIOR. Conduct further 1.nquiriea as to reBBon tor 
'breakdown. It it is a result of operator·error, to take steps to 
inform ope:!:'ators ot proper operating techniques. It in fact the 
ring gear is defective, to make studies for new design or material 
to make the gear more durable. 

(5) (U) Chain Saw Parts. 

ommV.ATION. The Remington Chaill Saw is continually becoming 
inoperable because of starter rewind brae.ks. 

EVALUATION. This situation has limited rapid completion of many jobs 
because repair parts are difficult to obtain. 

RFX}OMMEND.ATION. the re maintenance activity sho'itld keep a large 
stock of these repair parts on hand, or 1ievelop the capability of 
repairing the starter rewind. 

(6) (U) Consolicil\_kd Signal ~j.ntetW'lce. 

OBSERVLTION. Each of three line companies of the 9th Signal 
Battalion are authorized a coumunications and olectronics (e&E) 
ffiaintenence section to perform organizational tllSintenanoe. The 
MOS structure of each ~ection is basically the same and in 
reality provides iriore of a team capability rather than a full 
~;1.;:;;ti.on capability. In addition, MOS's in the Sipnal 'RAt.tAlion 
~n·e the same as jn th~ Direct Suppor~ Unit (DSU). Due t.J various 
aoministrative committments, i.e., Y.P, trua1:d, ktrln~ detall, etc, 
p0rsonnel would be drawn from the comp_tny C&E maintenance shop rendering 
the facility almost inoperative. 

1VALUATION. The mission of the C&E maintenance shop is to sup~ort 
die organic comuru .. ntcations equipment of the Signal Battalion. To 
accomplish the mission, efficitmt use of the personnel assigned 
electronic maintenance MOS'e is of pri~e importance$ In addition, 
when a replacement with an MOS'of 31146, 31120, 31E20, 36020, or 
31J20 arrives at the Divisiw1, he ca., be assigned either to the 
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S1pal BaUal.icllll or at DS'O, 4ttpen41.Dg upon the peraonnel vacancies of 
tb9 orpliisation. !he Signal. Battallo,a in faot 1'ffeiw• per■onnel vi th 
eC(lli.Talent traiJl1ng and experience to that or tbe pereonnel assigned to 
tbe ])S8. ~• gifts the Jipal Battalion tba lnel ot Pftficieno.r to 
perfol'II a bichft' lnel ot Jl&inWil&Doe. Bove-,·er, by ro&E, the Si«Dal 
Battalion oa zequi•Uicm cm)1' organizatiorud. Mintenance parts. 

IJI order to obtain u.xiaull ue ot tbe O&E per•onnel, the Si&nal Battalion 
hu tam tbe following action. 

(a) !'he C&E Mintenanoe personnel t:roa es.ch coapazJ3' were consolidated 
1.Jlto om Cd aintenance fgcili t.r. !'he couolidation enabltt■ the shop 
to operate aor• unitorlld.17, effectivel.r, and ef'fioientl.r. The personnel 
an still being u■ed on details as r.•ntioned aboft, however, tbeir 
abaence f'roa duty doea not effect the operation or the shop as i'I; bad 
ill the put. 

( b) De ■snal BattA.iicm requested authorizat:i.on to requisition 
DiNot Sa.pport (DS) level repeir parts. The request was approffCl by 
Din.non 11114 at present the Sipal :Battalion C&E maintenance shop 1s 
proridiJlc the Signal Battalion with a DS lenl maintenance capability 
on il/ffl.C-24, U/'l.CC-7, and othltr selected itemso 

~ action taken in 1&2 above bas enabled the Sipal BattalioJJ to 
greatl1 :recluoe the handling time and dovn time or deadline equipment in 
the Battalion. 

RECOMMEIDA!'lOJ. lo doubt the proble118 encountered by the 9th 
Sip.al Batt&liOJl have been experienced by other Si&na]. ::Batt&U ons o 

'l'he 11&intenance ~ble• or C&B equipment could be greatly reduced 
U the Signal Bai;t&liona vere gi:ven the DS or '1 echelon ·lll&intance 
capability on or~anic equipment. 

(7) (C) .!!!!t1quao1 ot Organisational Maintenance Considerations 
in lU' t.al-Based ()perati2!!,• 

o.BSERVA'l'IOJ. 'when MR1 uni ts arG deployed !or land based operation 
and are provided equipment on loan such rs vehicles, no provision has 
bee made to provide a corresponding organizational nu..intenance C3pRbility. 
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lffAUJA!IOI. Organizational meobanioa, 1181).Ullla, tool■ and. PLL or 
repau pal't■ -t UOOiQiilil equiJMDt i■ne4 to IR1 land base4 uni.ta. 
Repeatecl., bigb nonaT&ilability rate■ tor vbeel Tebiolea, cooking sto'Yea 
and otbff equi.paent were direoti, attri'bllted to lack of organizational 
mainten11111oe oa1•b1li ty. 'l'bere were no repair pa.rt■ on band prior to 
operation■ an4 almo■t none were requested durin~ Ol>8ratione. 'l'here··vere 
no manual■ available and no tool■, Mki:ng it n.rlually i■pocaible to 
pron.de nen a ■ablenoe of an organizational. aaintenanoe prog.ra.m. 
Operations were bin4erecl beoau■e ot deadlined equ1J1191 ~.. In additioa, 
tbl lli■aion ot tbe 709th Maintenmoe Battalion vu im,aini because, in 
order to proviu operable equipaeat to •et 1111 unit mi■■ivn recpiremat■ 
peraonnel and equi);lll8nt troa t.be maintenance battalion were used on site 
on DDMrou oocuion■ to perfora orpmisational aaintena.noe and DB repair■ 
or failures which could ban belPn pro-..ented.. 

REC0JIIIIIDATI0I. Vben Tebicl,s am other no:n-9B •~pant ia talma 
fre11 other unita to pro'ri.de capability tor 1111 lam baH4 operatiop, 
approp?-iate orpnizatioul ma.1.Dtan•uoe oapuilitJ must accoapan, tbe 
equipaent, to inol~•• aeohanios, IIIIIU&l.■, tool• at.id. repair pa.tta. 
Conmandera of uaing uni.ta .. t tbereUt«r ~-> napcmaible for orgam.sational 
main1,ena.noe to inalwla PLl, aupem■ion and tillel.Y aubmiasion ot proper 
require•nt■ to 709th Jlailltenanoe Battalion for DB Hpap.r. lJaing linit• 
should deaipate aaintenance npeniaiara inoluding a a&intenance officer. 
Prnentin uintena.noe prograa nob u motor atable11 should. a!:-o be 
initia.;ed and •phaaized by Cmmand.en of uing unit■• 

f. (TJ) Organization 

OBSIRVA!IOI. Diriaional ooapa;;J¥/troop Bise avS.aticm Dita t,Ul illproTo 
mission accomplis1t1nent bf adding an organic direct •r•port oapabilUy. 

IJALUA'l'IOI. An increase in maLltenace personnel coupled vi th th& 
addi Uon of a direct aupport capabUi 'ty at the unit lnel pro'ri.dea a 
verr reaponsin Jl&intenance pro~. U allon the unit colllllander.to 
eata'bliab Jll.intenace pr::lonty 111 cauonance with lliBBion requi:t'ements. 
More pai.•ts a.re maintained at the unit ltmtl a.lloving a wider latitude of 
repair part■ -ilaecliately a-..ailable .,o the coaand-r. The del&JB norm&ll.f 
QS&ociaW Yi th nacuating an aireraf't to the clireci su.,r,r~ u:d t are 
not ancoantered. 

IBCOIBIIDA!IO•. !hat the deoentralisal -.tntenance stncture be 
adopted t«, provi.c.e direct npport mat.ntananoe oapabiliV at the mu lewl. 
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g. (C) ~ 

(1) (C) SiB11al: Use of a PRC-25 Radio from a Heli~pter. 

OBSEJlVATION. Complex operations frequently require e1imultaneou.s 
use of mor.e radio nets than are normally available on a comm,md and c<.mtrol 
helicopter. Often utility or lisht observation helicopters are used as 
command and control aircraft. 

EVALUATION. An antenna which will allow a PRC-25 to op,arate effectively 
from a helicopter may be constructed using a nine foot length of RG-8 
cable, six feet of UG-58 coaxial cable and insulator. 

(a) Strip the length of RG-8 cable of its insulation and copper 
rueimo Cut the cable in half and attach both halvee of the RG-8 cable to 
the insulator. 

(b) Attach one end of the length of UG-58 c'lble to th€ insulator and 
the other to the radio. 

(c) flace the length of RG-8 cable between the skids of the 
helicopter. 

(d) The effective range of the radio is increased by using this 
type of antenna in place of the three foot whip antenna. 

RhCOMMlllDATION, That the above mentioned antenna be studied for 
pcssible installation on all '4tili ty and l.ight chservation helicopterso 

(2) (UJ Testing the AN/GRC-163. 

OBSERVATION. The Rarlio Terminal Set AN/GRC-163 wr.i..1.ch is due to be 
issued to the 9th Infant~y Division, contaius a significa~t dPfer.t 
which "--1 adversely affect the operation of these se1 s when issued. 

EVALUATION. The AN/GRC-163 is a radio telephone-teletype terminal 
system which provides four channels of voice com~__;.mcation :ind two chE.nnels 
of teletype communication to a distant terminal. ~his ~ystem can either 
be vehiculax, tn:iiler. 0r ground mounted and com::mni~ations between 
stations is possible at ranges up to 35 mileso Approximately fcrty of 
these sets will be issuea to the 9th DiVision in the near future. 
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On 20 September 1968, the 9th Signal Battalion was issued two Radio 
Terminal Sets AN/GRC-16}'s for installation in apfl'Opri&te con:figurat.ior,s 
and field testing. Ono radio vaa inatalled in a t ton vehicle and 
the other in e -1 ton trailer. Subsequent testina r.,,·ealed that operations 
from a whip end counterpoise anterma were satiafaatory-. When erection 
of the Los-Periodic Antenna was attempted, mast -sections were bent 
almost double., It wt;s determined that the los-periodio aatenna ws 
too heavy thus causing, the bending of the maot sections. Testing 
revoaled that communications were excellent when employiug theee 
antennaq at reduced height. 

RFJ:O_MMEBDATION. when using the log-periodic antennas wit' the >Ji/GRC-
163 extreme care must be taken not to raise the antennas over a rn::ignt 
of thir1;y feet. 

(3) {U) ~lity Control in the Photo L&boratocy. 

OBSERVATION. The photographic prints released from the 9th Signal 
Battalion Photo Laboratory have not been of the highest quality. In 
the past, printa have bee~ released showing scratches, dust spots, excessive 
grain, or improper ~OCUSo 

EVALUATION. A majority of the imperfections on photo productions 
can be eliminated by more careful handling of all prints bj processing 
personnel. Scrat~hes can be controlled by extremely careft... handling 
and storage of negatives and .,i:roper preparation of developing solutions. 
Some ecratches which occur !). res·ilt of dust in t~ camera cf>Wlot be 
completely co~trolled but can be minimized by proper. operator's caintenance 
procedures in keeplng came:r-as cJ ~an• Dust spots on final prints can 
be cont:c"Olled by maintaining dust f'cee dryers and overall dust control 
within the la·Joretory processing .~ .reas. Excessive grain imperfections 
are causPd by ,mlarg'"lng 35mm film. This has been controlled by minimizing 
the amount of cropping of 35rr.m photos thereby reducing the negative 
to fin~l r-rint rati0 iI1 the enlarging process. Focusing imperfections 
have priflla"t'ily 1.esul ted from improper focusir:.g procedures used by 
phot -:,g,::-ar, 1e1 J and faulty range finders on cameras. This has been 
ccm.trolhd by en.-)hli3:lziug training of photographers and frequent checking 
'.)f range .fi11dar pe'('f'ormance. Overall improvement in quality output 
of photo~aphs has been achieved by the imple~en~ation of a quality 
contrc.,1 pru~~III within the Photo Laboratory. This program prevents 
reles.se 0f i,hotc16"faphs with imperfections that can be corrected. 
Specific cai .. ses of imperfections are pinpointed and responsible 
photographers or laboratory personnel corrected on-the-si,ot~ 
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IECOMNE11.1)1~0Jf. rt 1a 1"8Cloaended. that all photo lacilitier, 
UJStitute a ~t,r co:ib-ol progrm within t~ l~rat~,io ~ ~oter• 
ebou!d direct et:tort• t:olrard dete:miai.Dg speoitic causes or photo 
iaper.feotiom, bi tak!Dg neoeasa:r,y actions for prevent!l,,g the:1e imp&rfectiona. 
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3. (C) Sec~ion 31 Lessons Leuned from &a-,elozy.m_·t c,f Tactical Cover, ,.JJfCUU9?1 
and EY&sion. 

•~ (C) False EE-tractions. 

Offi.FJlV.ATIOB. The use o! false 6Xtraotions has been a suoceesful means of 
pladng abush w'lits into their aNa cf operation. 

EVALUATION. In order to be ef1'eoti ve it is neeessary for aDlbush patrols 
to be inserted into an area of operation (AO} withwt their presence being 
disclosed to the enemy. One of the most effective means b~ployed to produce 
thfl desired deception is to inae:rt the ambush w'lit wi"th an1Jther force and late,:, 
during the extraction phase,to conduct a false extraction of the ambush force. 
To produce the desired eff~t, it is imperative that the number of aircraft 
employed be the same as used for the insertion of both elements. Dummy radlo 
transmissions to cover a second extraction sho-:lld be used along with the usual 
smoke aarld.ngs. 'fhia method is most effective during periods cf redu~ed 
\'isibility. The stay behind ambush fo~e must remain in a concealed position 
during the extraction phase in order not to disclose their presence and move 
to the ambush location after dark or by a covered route during daylight hours. 

RIDOMM»lDATION. That deception techniques used to produce a false 
extraction be further ~efined_to •llov the insertion of elements without 
the enemy having knt)wlecige of the atay-behind force,. 

b. (C) General Deceptive Measures. 

O.BS:ERVATION. Passive deception measures can easily 1.>e used during norm&l 
oparational iJlanning 11:id clffll!III 1Jw atllffludl .f)f h .lillln.tillll. 

EV.&LUATION. Tactical surprir:e is rarely achieved when early coordination 
is effected for !Os and specified strike zones. Early coordination and 
dissemiruation of operation plans provide the enemy with increased opportW1ity 
to obtain advance knowledee of tbe intended target or AO. Once an operation 
is initiated, mo'\·ement of th,i river assault craft to and within the AO must 
be deceptive. 1be MRF employs a variety of deceptive measures to deny the 
enefi1Y ~dvance knowledge of its operations. New teclmiques employed ne~ 

(1) Varying the pattem c~ operations by changing the times of att~cks. 
Pred.-wn landings as well as midday·landi?lA's are initiated to alter the 
pattem Qf att&cks. 

(2) Requesting several AOs or an extremely large AO for each operation 
planned. 

(3) Relocating the MR13 sever.el kilometers from the immediate AO C.'..'ring 
tactical operations. 
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(4) Deceptive movement; of river aseault craft to and throughout \i"ate:r­
wqs not within th& actual AO. 

(5) .Deploying maneuver battalions into the aO prior to the establisn-
■ent of a tire aupport b,d1e. This !"equireB coordination for employment ot 
ARV1f or VS artiller, fire support for the uneuTer battali011a until tbe 
Brigade direct support artillery baa established its·t1re support base. 

(6) Collaborating with sector and district advisors to disseminate 
deceptive intonation. 

(7) Suba:i:tUn.; an .AO th1"0\18h .ARVN chamlela under one name and referr-.l.D8 
to it by another ritame durLlg the conduct of the operation. 

c. (c) Publication !1I_ ,1 False Operativna Order: 

OB.5fflVAT10B: .Analysis of certain operatioas seems to indicate t!lat 
Apecific infometion conceming the tactical plan was kllOIID b¥ ibe 'VC force. 

EVALUATIOB: It is rareq poaaiblP, tc determine at exactly what point 
in planning, coordination and publication cycles a cUlllpromise ocoura. 
Therefore it is cor:iaidered a valuable J)ractice to p..!bliah and distribute 
a coDJpletely false o:pe:.eation order, and. at the same time plan an operation 
to be executed in ~he same time frame but in a different area. However, the 
totd deception value of such a practice has thus far been unevaluated. 

lill,;U.Mr-:1.E:WATI0:1. Tr.at this method of deception be considered during 
operations. 

19 Incl - wd, Hq, DA 
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DA, HQ II WOROEV, .lPO San Francisco 96266 16 jEC &8 

TBRUa OoRiallding General, US Arm, netnam, .lffls A.VHGC(DST), .lPWJ 96375 

CoDFllander-J, ·." lf1'.'• US .h-my Pacific, J.TT?h GPOP-111', il'O 96558 

TOs Assistant Obie£ or Staff for Force Development, Department of' the 
Army, Washington, D.c. 20310 

111> ( U) Subject report is forwarded. . 

2. (U) This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational 
Report-LeBBons Learned or the 9th Infantry DiTision for the period ending 
31 October 1968. 

FOR THE COMMABJ>EB1 

1/0 

&IJ ~ 
0.8,FOft"l-~ 
lLT, AGC 
._AG 
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~UARTJlJlS, URIT:m STATm !RMI, V".!E'l'tWI, 1PO San Francieco 96375111. 4 JAN 1969 

TO: Ccww,nder in Chief, United States Anll.r, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-D'I'ii 
APO 96558 

1. Thie headquarters hae reviewed the Operational. Rep,rt-!Ateeons Lea:med 
tor the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 tr011 H•dquarters, 9th 
IntantJ'J' Division. 

2. CClllllents follow: 

a. Reference item concerning mineneep problems, page 47, paragraph 
2b(ll): Concur. 

(1) Ths electronic detectvr referred to is the AN/Pl53 meta.llic 
detector. ACTIV conduot~ tests ot this deteotoi-, the results or which 
were published in Study and Evaluation ot CountP:r-Mine Activities (SEXlll) 
(U) in Volume 3, Mine Detection, dated 26 September 1968. ACTIV findings 
ieolatea the problem or structural weakneHee in the handle, search head 
and the comecting bolt between the, two. RecOJ!!.l!:endations were made that 
the appropriate .l&D. e.gency should correct this structuraJ. weakness in the 
Pl53. 

(2) Reference ite:n concerning training of CONUS replacements iri mine 
detection equipnent. Anio- Subject Schedule 5-12Al0 provides for,. 22 
hour block of instruction in Land Mine lilrfare. This headquarters will 
correspond with the Ehgineer Sehool and Fort Leonard li>od to detennine 
actual lesson time being devoted to training on the Pl53 detector. 

(3) Ret~rence the itghtveight mine dete~tor used by the marines 
(Ordnance Locator Marie 15). This detector was tested by the III MAF 
in Vietnam, and the test rea~J.ts were included in Vol\111.e 3 of SElli1A. The 
Marie 15 was reconmiended for adoption ae a atandard item and thie head­
quarters will continue to monitor its development and standardization. 

b. Retermce item concen.dng u~e of a PRC~25 radio from a 
helicopte!", page f.4~ ~ragraph 2g(l): Nonconeur. Any cable placed 
between 'I.he skids or a helicopter creates a !lau.rdoul'! condition during 
landing and takeoff operations. A configuration under developnent 

1/ 
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for test and e,1luation by a USAlltClf field team is being designed to 
provide sufficient taciliti,._e tor rapid installation ot portable 
tactical radi~a tor use while temporarily operating from a helicopter. 

FOR THE CCMWfDER: 

Cy turn: 
HQ II FFV 
HQ 9th Int Div 

CP1', AGC 
Assistant AdJut 



GPOP-DT (15 Nov 68) 3d Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 9th Inf Div for P'.'"riod Ending 

31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 28 JAN 1969 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force DevelopmP.nt, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D. c. 20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding 'Lndot·se­
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed. 

FOR THE CClfHAN~~R IN CHIEF: 

73 

C. L SHORTT 
CPT, AGC 
Asst AG 



lffurfl• CIH•iRcatlon 

CONFIDENTIAL 
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, W31h1~gton, O.C. 20310 

4 
•· IU:"'OIIT TITI. ■ 

Operational Report - Lessons Lea~ned, Hq, 9th Infantry Division, Period Ending 
31 October 1968 (U) 

•• D■9CIU'°T' "I■ NOT■•(~ el_, -,4 ....... , .. • ,.., 

Exoert~nces of unit engaaed in counterinsurgency operations. 1 Au2 - 31 Oct 68. 
9, AU TMO•t•t (hral -• •liWle ,;,lllel:J.et ._..., 

CG, 9th Infantry Diviiion 

J ... 11 .. DtlT DAT■ 

15 November 1968 
... CONTIIACT 01111 0"A'il1' 'i10, 

·• ,_,.O,U:C T ND, 

.. N/A 

d, 

10. 01sT•11euTtON 81"A~ll .. «.NT 

N/A 

ll. ABSTRACT 

,._ TOTAL NO, OF' PAO£• 

76 
... O"IOINATQ_WS Al:PORT NUMPllttus, 

684329 

... OTM£R JtltPOIIIT NOCSt (1&n7 •lhM numb9r• fh•t ma, l>!t •••l.,.H 
lhl• ,.,rorl) 

f,I. SPON!iORINC MILITloRV ACTIVITY 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 

u:K.....ASSIFIE!) 




