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HOT.IC!!: When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi­
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
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(.__!_, AVDE-:.tB ·- - -. ·---· ···--·-- --• -r:J ·@ 12 May 681 

SUBJECT& Operational J?epert.of 9th Infantry DiVi.sion for Period Ending 

. . 3Q~--l 1~~' RCS C~R-65 (R1) (U) --- ·-\ t;.i) .J_ f; ,.? _ • l 
;.t;()/-IC s RJ }f I @&7'--,: ])~hf). ;2. t,(, V-=f_ _ - .f_ 
- - Comrnahding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATTN1 AVFBC-RE-H, AFO 962G6 

Commanding General, United States Ar:my Vietnam, A'l'TN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96}75 
Commanding General, United States Army Pt.cifio, ATTN: GPOP-111', APC> 96558 

1. (C) Section 12 Operations: Si,&nificant Activities. 

•a. (C) Introduction9 

( 1) During this reporting period 1 Feb - 30 Apr 68, the 9th Infantry 
Division continued operations·1n support of missions and tasks either 
specified or implied by the III Corps/II Field Force Combined Campaign 
Pl:,an 1968, 15 Dec 67, and the RVNAF, JGS/MACV Co!!!bined Campaign Plan 1968 
AB 14}, 1 Nov 67. The 9th Inf Div also conducted operations specified by 
II FFORCEV either during ( 1 - 10 Feb 68) or as a result of ( 10 Feb to 
date) the VC/NVA Tet Campaigno Division Headquarters rernained at Camp 
Martin Cox (YS 1799) except when control of major operations in the Dinh 
Tuong Province within the division's tactical area of interest (TAOI) 
dictated displacement of a tactical forward coGand poet to Done Tam Base 
Camp (XS 4143). On 21 Apr the division's TAOI was increased to incli.:.de 
the Go Cong end Kien Hoa ProVineee and reduced b:, the less of the Rung 
8at Spec{!! Zone as depicted on Inclosure 3, Map of Division Tactical 
.o\rea of ~erest (TAOI)o 

(2) The mission of the In! Div is;to conduct strike operations 
to locate and destroy the V t Cong (VC) and North Vietnamese (NVA) main 
and l~al force wuts and t eir installations and infrastructure in the 
TAOI;~onduct consolidatio end pacification operations to identify and 
destroy VC gUerrilla unit and infrastructure and secure population 
centers end lines of co ieations in c~o~oordination and cooperation 
with eovemment of Vietn (GVN) Forces;~l:m"uct support operations to 
further assist the gove ment of Vietnam Pacification Program.by enhancing 
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the capability of the Republio of Vietnam (ARVN), Popular Force (PF), 
and Regional Force (RF), and by contributing to the health and welfare 
of the civilian population. The 9th In! Div has successfully accom­
plished this mission by conducting stability operations in Bien Hoa, 
Phuoc Tuy, Long Khanh, Long An, Kien Hoa, Gia Dinh, Vinh Long, Dinh 
Tuong, Phong Dinh, Vinh Binh, Go Cong, and Be Xuyen I-rovincea. 

{.3) ~he 9th Inf Div was involved in 90 days of combat while con­
ducting twelve major operations that commenced, terminated, or continued 
during the reporting period: CORONADO X, CORONADO XI, TRUONG CONG DINH, 
KI'l'TYBAWK, HOPI'AC, HOPI'AC I, ENTERPRISE, QUYET THANG, RILEY, NARASUAN, 
DUONG CUA DAN, and TOAN THANG. 

(41 In addition to the above listed operations, an element of the 
9th Inf' Div participated in combat operations in the I Corps Tactical 
Zone (CTZ) for the first time. The 3d Squadron 5th Cavalry (-) was 
attached to the 1st Air Cavalry Division (Al-1), further placed OPCON to 
the 101st .Airborne Division and 3d Marine Division from 15 Feb 68 to 14 
Apr 680 Effective 15 Apr 68, the squadron was att&ched to the Provision­
al Corps Vietnam. The squadron partioipated in Operation KILO based at 
Dong Ha ~ombat Base, Operation WORTH in QU81'lg Nam Province and Operation 
CHARLTON in Quang Tri Province. The squadron conducted mounted and 
dismounted patrols in areas as designated. Troop D Temained at Camp 
Martin C<lx (Bearcat) and partioipeted in missions as assigned by divi$1on 
headquarterao 

(5) The arrival of the 6th :Battalion 31st Infantry as a new member 
of the 9th Inf Div, the attachment of the 3-5 Cav to the 1st Air Cav Div 
(AM) less D Troop 3-5 Cav, and the exchange of two battalions within the 
1st and 3d Bdes ere considered the significant organizational ohangfl's 
occurring during the quarter. These changes are discussed in para 1b(2). 

(6) On 25 Feb 68 MG Julian J. Evell replaced MG George G. O'Connor 
as Division Commander. Four additional significant personnel changes 
took place during this quarter. COL Robert E. Baden, Chief of Staff, 
departed 7 Apr 68 and LTC Myron E. Lee Jr. became the acting Chief of 
Staff. COL George C. Benson assumed comm.and of the 3d Bde vice COL 
George w. Everett on 4 Feb 68. COL Josiah A. Wallace assumed command 
of Div Arty upon the departure of COL StuArt c. Meyer or. 5 Mar 68, and 
COL Henry E. Eme::son assumed command of the 1ot ::Bde from COL Harry o. 
Williams on 18 Mar 68 (See Inclosure 2, Roster of Key Personnel). 

Page 2 
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b. (C) Organizationo (Organizational Structure - refer to Inclosure 
1a. Location of Units - refer to lnolosure 1b.) 

(1) In addition to the three brigades of the 9th Inf Div, the Royal 
Thai Army Volunteer Regiment (RTAVR) remained OPCON to the division during 
the quarter; and Task Force Forsyth and Task Force Funston, provisional 
headquarters formed by the division, continued with the responsibility of 
the defense of Camp Martin Cox (YS 1799) and Dong Tam Base Camp (XS 4143) 
respectivelyo On 18 Feb 68 the 2-3 Inf, 199th Light In! Bde became OFCON 
to the division. This battalion was further placed OPCON to the 3d Bde 
for operations in Gia Dinh Provincep south of Saigon. 

(2) Organizational changes that have occurred since the last Opera­
tion Report - Lessons Learned (ORI.~) was submitted: 

(a) On 31 Jan 68 a Division Forward Command Post was ee~ablished at 
Dong Tam Base Camp ( XS 4 14 3) in Dinh Tuong Province and has remained fully 
operational as a tactical operations center to date. This displacement 
was necessitated by the Viet Cong/North Vietnam Army (VC/NVA) Tet Cam­
paign attacks on major province gnd district capitals within the IV Corps 
Tactical Zone, in particular the cities of My Tho, Vinh Long, Ben Tre, and 
Can Thoo In response to the Tet Olfen.sive, the 5-60 Inf (M) became CFCON 
to Task Force Ware on 31 Jan 68 for operations in Gia Dinh Province. On 
1 Feb 68 increased enemy actiVity occurred nenr the city of Ben Tre, Dinh 
Tuong Province,and elements of th~ 3d Bd.e \were inserted into the area. 
The 2-39 Inf was placed OPCON to the 3d Bde until 4 Feb 68. _ In mid Feb 
the Forward Co!llllland Post was reduced in personnel with the CG and key 
staff members returning to Camp Martin Cox (YS 1799); however, the Forward 
Command Post continued to function as a tactical operations center under 
the command of BG William A. Knowlton 0 ABsistant Division Commander. On 
10 Feb 68 the 1st Bde conducted·an airlift of headquarters elements from 
Camp Martin Cox (YS 1799) to Dong Tam Base Camp (XS 4143) and assumed 
0PC0N ot the 5-60 Inf a The purpose of this displacement was to conduct j 
clearing and roadrunner operations on High"ay Q.L 4 from the Junction of 
Highway LTL 6A west to Cai Lay. Task Foret- Forsyth asSU3led the RILEY mis-
sion in the Bien Hoa Province with the 2-47 Inf (M) as its maneuver element. I 
On 18 Feb 68 the 3d Ede assumed OFCON of the 4-39 lnf,from the 1st .Bde and 
the 2-3d Inf from the 199th Light Inf Bde to conduct operations in Gia • 
Dinh Province. The 2-60 Inf became OFCON to the 1st Bd.e on 7 Mar 68, and 
the 9th Inf Div with elements of the 1st and 2d Bdes ini Hated Operation 
TRUONG CONG DINH in Dinh Tuong Provinceo Once again the Di vision Forward 
at Dong Tam (XS 4143) became a fully staffed tactical ope~ations center 
with the CG returning to direct this operation. The division was directed 

CONFIDENT JAL 
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by COMD::MACV to begin Operation DUONG CUA IMN (PEOPLE'S ROAD) on 16 Mar 
68. The 11t Me with three maneuver battalions, the 2•39 Int, 2-60 In! 
and 5-60 In!, was seleoted, On 24 Mar 68 the Division Fvrwerd was e.e,ain 
reduced in strength with the Commanding General returning to Camp Y.artin 
Cox (XS 1799). The organizational arrangem•nt lasted until 19 Apr 68 
when 5-60 In£ (M) rl'ttumed to OPCON }d :Bde. 

(b) On 31 Mar 68 the 9th Inf Div received the advance party of the 
6-}1st Int (four rifle companies) designated by COMU~Jd.:V to be assign­
ed to the 9th Inf Div. The first increment of the main body arrived on 
3 Apr 08 with the battalion closing Camp Martin Cox (YS 1799) on 7 Apr 
68. The division initiated action to integrate the battalion into the 
9th Inf Div by conducting orientation, acclimation, and indoctrination 
traininga The battalion completed this training on 24 Apr 68, at which 
time it participated in its first operation OPCON to Task Foroe Tower 
in Bien Hoa ProVince. On 27 Apr 68 the 6-}1st Int became OPCON to the 
3d Bd.e as briaade mobile reserve. 

(c) Other organizational changes that have occured during this 
quarter.; The 9th Ml Det and 19th MB Det, 18th and 19th PI Det and 39th 
Cml Det were assigned to the 9th In! Div effective 15 Feb 68. The 65th 
Inf Plt (CT) vas assigned effective 15 Feb 68 by USARV GO 821 dtd 21 Feb 
680 Effective 15 Feb 68 the 47th MB Det was aaeigned on USARV GO 526. 
These units vere formerly attached to the diVision. 

Co (U) Porsonnel and Administrationo 

(1) General data: See Inclosure 4 for information and statistical 
data concerning the following: 

(a) Maintenance of Unit Strength. 

(b) Personnel Management. 

(c) Development and Maintenance of Morale. 

(d) Maintenance of Discipline, Law end Order. 

(2) Significant· Activities: 

(a) Adjutant General: 

1 The Adjutant General Service Unit was established on 1 Apr 68 
under the operational control of the Personnel Services Division. Thie 

Page 4 
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unit was organized in preparation f~: the ohan&e from the present re­
porting system to the FERMACAP Reporting System effe~tive 1 May 68. 

l, The large.number of casualties sustained and replacements re­
ceived as a result of the Tet Offensive ca\.Wed primary attention during 
thia period to be focuaed on actions required to process these personnel. 
Every fac~t of the AG operation was affeoted1 however, the greatest im-
pact was in the following areas1 -

!. Casualty reporting. 

]. Assignment and inprooessing of replaceMents • 

.2, Review and preparation of awards and decorations. 

(b) Judge Advocate General: 

1 Courts and Boards Cl~~ka Meetipg. During this quarter meetings 
vere ~eld at the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate for courts and 
boards personnel from the various commands exercising special court­
martial jurisdiction. The clerks vere briefed on various subjects per­
taining to military justice activities. Emphasis was placed on use of 
Article 15, UCMJ, administrative procedures in disposing of court­
martial charges by summary and special court-martial, and actions re­
quired by units in oases where trial by general court-martial is recom­
mendedo Increased quality 1n the administrative preparation of caees 
submitted to this headquarters since these initial briefings has been 
notedo 

i ~~oqi. In April 1968 a new courtroom for general courts­
martial was completed to include wall paneling and air eonditionine. 
The wall paneling bas allowed for more t:t:orougr. trials with fewer in­
terruptions by eliminating outside noise from generators and helicopters. 
Visiting law officers have commented favorably on the courtroom, indica­
ting that it is one of the finest in Vietna~. 

l Clai~e. Since the Tet Pffensive numerous claims were made re­
sulting from the destruction of personal ~roperty lost in billets which 
we1·e either partially or co111rletely dest1·oyed during hostilt> actions. 
Tilese claims wer& 9XJiBdi tiously processed by disps tc,.ing cle.iir.e tealllS 
from the Office of tte Staff Judge Advocate, to assist unit cleim's 
officers st the site of the de~truction. Claimants were placed in groups 
and instructed ir. the preparation Md completion of appropriate cl&im's 
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forms, ~hue eliminating many of the errors normally found in a claim 
file o A e a result of these claim' a teams, over 382 personal claims were 
receivld by the Office of the Staff Judp Advocate during this period. 
Of th;·se, 200 1,1ere proi)eaeed. 

(c) Surgeon: Durl::ig this quarter a program entitled "Operation 
SI.F.ESTEP" was implemented to reduce the incident rate of foot problems 
among troops on combat operations in the Mekong Del ta. The majority o! 
these foot problem~ have been __ attributed to prolonged operations in imm~ 
deted terrain. 'Operation SAPESTEP involves the follovingi 

! Continued uae of proven preventive measures. 

,l Treat11ent and prophylaxis utilizing old and new dru&s• 

,l Testing of new equipment.and clothing, i.e. the specially de­
signed Paddy Boot, nylon uah boot socks, etc. 'With the advent of the 
rainY !M'ason, this equipment will Wldergo a thorough taat. Unit surgecm.a 
have been responeibb for implementation of the program at unit level. 
However, comand emph&sis down to squad leader level has been the oatenai­
bltt reason behiud the success of the program to date. 

(d) Provost ~ .. hal~ During this quarter 9th Inf Div Military 
~olice, given operational control over GVN National Police, .ARVB, and 
non-divisional American military policemen, played a veey significant 
role in Operation DUONG CU.A DAN (PEOPLE'S ROAD) • The efficient handling 
of traffic and defile control points made it possible for an average of 
1200 vehicles per day to use the highway. In addition, joint population 
end resources control points also established by the JIP'• ocmtributed 
greatly toward 1-hibiting the daylight movement of the Viet CoDg along 
Highway Ql, 4 and other major routes. n.irtng the last three montha, the 
lrlilitary police have alao participated in many psychological operationa 
and ci Vi.c action programs conducted by divisional uni ta. 

(d) Chaplain: During Easter, Holy Weu and Passover, the division 
conducted s iotal of i6i services: s; Catholic, 100 Protestant, and 6 
Jewish. Despite heavy operational commitments, 6,970 persons were able 
to attend these services. 

(f) Red Cross! On 10 Apr 68, a Re.i Cro1:1s sub-office was opened at 
Tan An to provide Red Cross services to 3d Bde personnel in that area. 
This has provided a more effective Red Cross Program within the 3d Bde 
area by greatly reduci?l4l the amount of time required to handle individual 
cases • 
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(C) Tntell1gence. 

(1) Discussion and Recapitulation of Ene~.y Order of Battle (See 
Inclo.su:·e 5 fer Enf!my Unit Locations), 

(a) Di~cussi<>n, 

1. Since the Tet Offensive the enemy has increl\sed the fire power 
cepability within h1s unite. His resupply of arms and ammunition has 
steadily been replacir.g the older series with a new, modern and so~his­
ticated ontt. Almost all battalions are fully equipped "'ith AK--47 1 s. 
The number of RP/J-2 and RPG-7 rocket lawichers per unit has increased. 
The ratio of RPG-7 'e t? RfG-2 1 s has increBsed. Camp Z.iartin Cox rt'!cei ved 
120mm cr.octc4r and 122mm rocket fire for the first time on 28 Feb 6&. Dong 
Tam bue camp frequently receiveri 120a:m mortar fire eince tlte Tet Offensive. 
The VC altered their tactics in that attacks by fire during daylight hours 
wer~ increased to prevent the detection of their firing positions. There 
have been reports tha~ the VC have 122mm rockets in Dinh Tuong Province, 
but no rockets have been used against allied forces in that area. 

£ In l)inh Tuong Province of VC Military Region (MR) lip there has 
been a reorganization of the enec,y tactical commend structure. MR II has 
organized at least two "Z.iobile Battle Groups" The composition of these 
"Battle Groups" is not clearp but it is believed that they consist of at 
lea11t two battalions and weapon support uni ts. These ap},ear to be tail­
ored to assure a proper balance of ground forces and combat support. 

,l There are several new wiits within the 9th Inf Div TAOio The 
265 Main Force (MF) Battalion was formed as early as Jul 67.but was net 
confirmed until March 680 It operated in Dinh Tuong Province until 
April when it moved into central Long An Frovinceo The K-3 MF .Bn is 
believed to have participated in an attack against US Forces at Tan An 
in Long An l'rovin~e on 10 Feb 68. This Wli t was fomerly the 3d 1m of 
th-. Dong Nai Regtp northern Bien Hoa Province. This battalion is still 
beli P.Ved to be located in Lone An Province. The I·hu Loi II Bn formerly 
cpereting in northwestern Bien Hoa Province has been contacted and 
identified through documents and l'W 1s. Thia battalion is currently 
believed to be operating in the vicinity of the Long An/Gia Dinh Provinca 
boundary. Southeast of Calip Martin Cox 9 in the Vicinity of the Bien 
Hoa/Long Khanh/Phuoc Tuy Province boWld.Rries. an artillery battalion has 
been identified as K-34. It is believed to have enttired \he area approxi­
mately 1 Apr 68. 
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! In order to replenish the tremendous losses suffered during the 
'let Offensive,· the VC made a massive effort to locally rec:ruit personnel. 
They have not ~en able to recruit sufficient people to accomplish this, 
even th0\18h they have resorted to force. An increasing number ot VC wli.t 
replacements are North Vietnamese Arey (HVA) personnel. 

2. In order to have larger combat units and have them controlled at 
a higher echelon, the VC have begun to upgrade some of their W1its. 

,a In Thu Thua District, Lo118 An Province, it is believed that cadre 
taken from the C}12 Local Force Company and local guerrillas were used 
to form three new local force companies, C1, C2, C}. The existence of 
C1 and C3 was confirmed by a captured document thnt assigned each a letter 
box number effective 18 Apr 68. There have been agent reports indicating 
that the remainder of the local force companies in Long An ProV1nce intend 
to do the same. 

)!. The Long An Sector Advisor reported that documents taken from a 
VC body on 13 Apr 68 stated that a Sapper Company, code number 5785, waa 
located south of Ben Luc (XS 602692). This company hes a 30 man highway 
engineer section and a 34 man water engineer section. 

~ A captured document stated that three new local force companies 
were- to be fon:ed in Nhon Traoh and Lo~ Thanh Districts, Bi.en Boa 
Provinoe. There has been no oonfirmation of this. 

i AP~, the executive officer of the 462 LF Co (Cai Lay District, 
Dinh Tuong Province) stated on 25 Apr that the entire company was trans­
ferred to the 514C Bn. At that time a recruiting campaign was under 
vay to 6'8t p~rsonnel to replace the 462 LF Co • 

.!. In Dinh Tuong and Go Cong Provi.Jlces new uni ta have been fol'l!led. 
It is believed that a "new" 261 MF Bn was formed w1 th cadre from the 
"old" 261 MF lln, new recruits, and some infiltrators from the NVA. Order 
of Battle accepts 261A and 261B Mein Force Battalions based primarily 
upon Pw reports, 

!. It is belieVttd that there are three 514 B:ns operating principally 
in Dinh Tuong and Go Cong Provinces. The exact time and method of their 
formation is not known. In March 66 there were PW' s that stated that 
they were from 514E Bn. During this time agent reports consistently 
reported the 514 LF Bn in both eastern and weetem Dinh Tuong .Province 
at the same time. A Hoi Chanh who rallied to ARVN elements in Cai Lay 

Page 8 

CONFIDENTIAL 

12 

I 
i 
( 
f 



CONFIOEN1IAL 
AVDE-MB 12 May 68 
SUBJlilCTs OperaUonal Report of 9th Inf'antry Di't'i.aion for Period Ending 

30 April 19680 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 

Diatriotp Dinh Tuong Province on 21 Apr 68 stat~d that he waa from the 
514C lln. A Pw stated on 25 Apr 68 that the old Cai Lay District Company 
'fa& tranai'erred to the 5-14C Bn on an unknown date. 

4 A Pw who was the CO 3d Co 9 263 MF Bn stated on 13 Mar 68 that he 
had heard that there were plans to form a 263B Bn and that recruitment 
was to be in Di.nh Tuong Provinoeo A PW on 6 Apr 68 stated that be was 
from. the 263B Bn and his platoon· was being trane!erred to the 514 LF »n. 
He stated at that time the 263]! MF Bn was located near Go Cong, No fur­
ther information has been received pertaining to that unit. 

!! In north-central Bien Boa Provinoep it is believed that the 274th 
VC Regt has r.eceived replaoement personnel from the D/251 infiltration 
group., It is believed that this group will form another battalion to 
replace the 2d Bn which is currently believed to be operatin& in Thu Due 
District. Gia Dinh Provinceo Analysis or captured docum.ents revealed 
that D/251 is possibly a oode name for the 4th NVA Sapper Bno If this 
ia true; the combat effectiveness of the 274th VC Regt baa increased 
aignificantly. 

(b) Recapi tu.lation. 

l1l!ll. STRENGTH EFFEX:TIVEN&SS WEAPONS 

5th VC Div 3300 Marginally Combat lilquipped with new 
E!feoUve p~:.-ies of wpns 

274 MF Regt 1000 Combat Effective F.quipped vith new 
series of vpna 

275 MF Regt 1200 Combat Effective F.qu.ipped with nev 
series of vpna 

Dong Nai Regt 1800 Combat Effective F,quipped with new 
aeries of' wpn.s 

GP 84 Rear Servic~a Unk Unk Unk 

D440 MF Bn }20 Marginally Combat Majority equipped 
Etfeotive with new series 

of wpna 
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D445 MF Bn 

K-34 Arty Bn 

4th LF Bn 

Doan 10 

2d Ind Bn 

5th LF Bn 

506th LF Bn 

6th LF Bn 

Phu Loi II 11n 

K-3 'MF Bn 

265 'MF En 

250 

Unk 

200 

500 

270 

240 

250 

150 

21)() 

350 

300 
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Mar8inally Combs t Majority equipped 
Effective vi th new series 

of wpns. 

Combat Effective 122mm Rockets 

Marginally Combot Majority believed 
Ef'fecti'V9 to be equipped 

with new series 
of wpns. 

Marginally Combat Majority equipped 
Effective with new Geries 

of wpns. Good 
mining capability 

Marginally Com bet Majority equipped 
Effective with new se1iee 

of wpns. 

Marginally Combat Majority equipped 
Effective with new series 

of wpns. 

Marginally Combat Equipped with 
Ef'feotive new aeries of 

wpns. 

Non Combat 
Effeotive 

&luipped with new 
series of wpns. 

Marginally Combat Equipped with new 
Effective f&!!lily of wpns. 

Combat Effective Believed to be 
equipJad with new 
seriea of wpns. 

Combat Effective Equipped with 
new seri~s 0£ 
wpns. 
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261A MF Bn 

261B folF Bn 

26} MF En 

514A LF Bn 

514B LF Bn 

514C LF 13n 

516 LF' Bn 

518 LF Bn 

267 MF Bn 

350 

250 

400 

300 

100 

Unk 

270 

250 

240 

250 

Combat Effective 

Marginally Combat 
Effective 

Combat Effective 

Combat Effective 

Non Combat 
Effective 

Unk 

Combat Effective 

Marginally Combat 
Effective 

Marginally Combat 
Effective 

.Marginally Combat 
Effective 

(c) Enemy Tactics and Techniques. 

Majority equipped 
'With new series 
c:,f wpns. 

Part:i.ally equip­
ped with new 
series of wpns. 

Majority equipped 
with new series 
of wpns. 

Mejority equipped 
with new series 
of wpns. 

Nixture of old & 
new series of 
'Wl'llS• 

Unk 

Majority equipred 
with new series 
of wpns, 

Fertially equipped 
'Wl. th r.ew series 
of wpns. 

F,quipped with 
new series of 
wpns~ 

Equipped with 
new series of 
"'l)ns. 

l Durir.g Tet the eneey utilized the majority of his illAjor combat 
elc~ents to laW1ch an all-out offensive against ke/ US/GVN installationsi 
pr~vincial and district capitals, It was apparent toot his objtct1ves 
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were to seize and hold these installationsp at least temporarilyp to gain 
psychological and propaganda victories perhaps to be employed in a subse­
quent offer to negotiate peace terms~ The primary attacks were conducted 
against Saigon, Cholon, Tan Son Nhut Air llase, II Field Force HQ, III 
Corpe H~P and Eien Hoa Air Base.· The Viet Cong offensive failed militar­
ily9 but it must be viewed as a psychological success. 

£ In Sub-Region E-4 no major ground attacks occu.reds and no units 
were identified in contact. The VC did successfully interdict Highway QL 
15~ 

,i. In Sub-Region E-3, no major ground attocks ocouredp although 
attacks by fire including mortars, small arms, and automatic weapons were 
conducted throughout the sub-regiono 

i In Sub-Region E-2 on 10 Feb 68 9 Tan An came under a major growid 
and indirect fire attack by an unknown size force. Later it was deter­
mined that local forces, personnel from recent infiltration groups and 
probably the K-3 MF Bn, formerly subordinate to the Dol18 Nai Regt, parti­
cipated in the attacko 

.2 In Dinh Tuong Province the VC attacked the provincial capital of 
My Tho with a multi-battalion force on 31 Jan 680 

.§. The enem,y entrenched himself in the major urban areas, and the re= 
sultant fighting created much property damage and the loss of many inno­
cent civilian liveso Apparentlyp the VC had expected a popular uprising 
to assist them in overthrowing the South Vietnamese Govemment. The pop­
ular uprising did not materializeo The VC 1 s disregard for the Lunar New 
Year Holidayep property 9 and human life further alienated the people ,:.f 

South Vietnam from the VC. 

1 Instead of withdrawing to his base areas aftt:r being routed from 
the citieil; his 'Wlits remained near the heavily populated areas. It -w&s 
later determined that he left only sufficient forces to maintain·pres~ure 
on the cities. This was probably done so that allied forcee 1 toop would 
remain close to the cities. Thie left the rural areas relatively free 
for the VC to recruit personnel and collect taxes. This was especiolly 
true in Dinh Tuong Province. 

~ According to captured documents, the VC attempted to renew their 
offensive witt Phase II in mid-February. Due to the acute shortages of 
personnel and supplies, they accomplished practically nothingo 
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i The VC activity was then desisned to diarupt the econo1111, turther 
diacredit the GlH, and convince the populace that the VC were still in 
control. The primary method used in their attempts was the interdiction 
of primary linea of oommunioation (LOO). This was primarily tl'Ue in the 
rice-rioh Delta region. With the lir.H of communication disrupted, the 
people were unable to market their goods, thus, hurting the economy and 
keeping foodstuff in the rural areas where the VC had easy access to 1to 
The primary tar~t for interdiction was Highway QL 49 eepeoi ,lly from 
My Thuan Ferry (at the Mekong River) east to the junction of Highway QL 4 
and Highway LTL 6A (northwest of My Tho) o This area was probably select­
ed because of the large amount of oivilie.n traffiog large amowit of pro­
duce transported, and because the VC had numerous watervavs for their own 
travel. 

1Q For these interdictions they increased the use of their sapper 
units. The local guerrillas were used to lline, crater and block the high­
ways but had the technical advice and munitions support of ■apper person­
nel. Larger destruction tasksp such as the brid&e at Can Giouc (XS 3313) 
on Highway LTL 5.lg were 11robably carried out solely by sapper units. Tbe 
Can Giouo Brid&e was blown at the end of February and is etill 1~ ia­
passable to vehicular traffic. The VC ha■ increased his water mining 
capability and river ambushes in the Mekong River er.a. 

(2) Enemy Loseea 

KIA 2938 

DEI'AINEES 2}~ 

W's 203 

CHIEU HOI 3 

CRnl=Sll\VED WEAPONS ( C /S) 117 

SMAIJ. ARMS (SA) 268 

AMMO }94699 

MINES 92,2 

GRAIN (IN TONS) 1a.93 
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SAMPANS 

S'lRU:TURES 

BUNKERS 

598 

1054 

8819 

(3) Intelligence Sources and Agencie~. 

(a) Progress continued during the reporting period in the identifi­
cation of members of the Viet Cong infrastructure operating within the 
division TAOI, A total of 617 personalities were added to the Counter­
intelligence (CI) Section'• blackliato Of this totali 230 were identi­
fied in Bien Hoa Province, 176 in Long An Province, 136 in Dinh Tuong 
Province~ 39 in Kien Phong Provincep 16 in Kien Hoa ProVincep 11 in Go 
Cong Province, and 9 in Kien Tuong Province. These 617 poli tioal person­
alities included 133 military intelligence cadre and agentsg 32 commo­
liaison agentaw 63 finance and economy cadre~ 37 proselyting cadre, 68 
military-politic al officers, 4 supply cadre P and 280 local Viet Cong 
government leaders and party secretaries. Viet Cong propagandists in 
Long An and Dinh Tuong Provinces continued their oampaign to. disoredi t US 
and GVN political programs, to rally local residents to the Viet Cong 
cauee 9 and to capitalize on the results achieved during Tet. Viet Cong 
intelligence cadre continued their efforts to gain information on F\IMAF 
operating within the divisional TAOI, specifically to include elements of 
the 9th Inf Div. Five such Viet Cong agents directly targeted against 
divisional elements in Tan An continued to be subjects of covert cowiter­
intellisence operations. Viet Cong intelligence also increased their use 
of penetration agents. They appeared to be concentrating their efforts in 
the use of ARVN soldiers and local indigenous laborers. However, no suob 
penetration agents were specifically identified as operating on any of the 
9th Inf Div base camps et llearcato Dong Tam 0 and Tan An. 

(b) During the quarter, the number of confidential informants report­
ing to the CI Section increased to 37. This number included 18 coded in­
formants0 12 uncoded casual informants, and 7 installation informants. 
Liaison with 35 US and Allied intelligence and government agencies result­
ed in an average !low of approximately 1500 intelligence reports p•r month 
into the division. 

(c) Modifications were made in the CI Section's blacklist distributed 
to division S2 1so Previous to the reporting period~ all names reported to 
the CI Section of Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI) and guerrilla personali­
ties were included in the blacklist regardless of their rank or position 
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as long as they 'flere operating 1n the division''s TAOL Thia resulted in 
an average input tc the blacklist of about 1000 names per month. Six 
mcnths of usage showed that the blacklist w~s rapidly becoming quite 
large and therefore cumbersome and unused due to the necessity for pub­
lishing it on tha large 11" by 15" machine records printout. No changes 
were poesi~le in the size of the machine printoutp and no other system 
th&n that of ADP was feasible in view of the limited speoial agent re­
sources available for maintaining the blacklist~ so the criteria for add­
ing names to the 11st was re~evaluated. A new criteria was established 
whereby only the names of leading personalities in the VCI from the ham­
ltt level on up operatine ln the division's T.AOI were included. This 
eliminated the inclusion c:,f hamlet and village guerrillas in the black­
list as well as many low level Viet Cong personalitiea who~ though re­
siding within our TAOlr were in areas where elements of the division ael­
dom conducted any operat~ons against ,he VCio The new criteria resulted 
in a decrease of the average input per month during the reporting period 
to 205 names per month and an increase in the number of blacklists re­
quested each month by unit and non-divisional S2 1 s. In additions system 
of in---depth dossi~rs on selected villages and hamlets located in the high 
priority areas immediately surrounding each of the division's three base 
camps at Bearcat 0 Dong Tam~ and Tan An was established within the section. 
Each dossier included all ir..forma tion acquired on Viet Cong activities 
and pereor111el operati:1g within that village or hamlet to include both low 
level VCI and guerri.lla personalities, The two systems 0 together~ the 
new broadbesed but less cumbersome counterintelligence blacklist covering 
the ~ntire TAOI published for th~ u.ae of unit S2 9s and the in-depth vil­
lagf' and hamlet dossiers mainh;.ined for the use of counterlntelligence 
colle~tion and reaction personnel 9 appeared to provide a more effe~tive 
means ~f supporting that part of the division 1 s mission to identify and 
neutralize members of foe 'ICI., 

(1) Du;:ino the X'1?po1t.ing perioJ.,. ther.., was an expansion of the week­
ly G2/S2 .!.ntelJ.;.g~n•.·~ plan."ling ~c-nference held by the division G2 at 
Bearcato In additinr, to the diviaic,n's major subordinate unit S2•s 9 at­
tendan;;e was enlarged to include repi:esentatives of the f'..l!.lowi~ FWMAF~ 
ARVN arid GVN l.igencies; 

1 16th Inf Div (ARVN) - Xuan Loe. 

2 7th Inf Di·, (ARVN) - 1'zy Tho, 

.l 1st .Austcalian Task Fore~ - Nui Dato 
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! Bien Roa Seotoro 

.i Long Kbanh Sector. 

(e) Thia conference has proved to be an excellent vehicle for the 
vie-a-Via exchange of intelligence and for the joint development of tar­
gets for strike or surveillance operations. Not only has the conference 
furthered the exchange of intelligenoep but it has also assisted in bring­
ing the enemy situation into perspective throuehout the division's sprawl­
ing tacti~el area of interesto 

(4) Long Range Patrol (IBP) Activitieso 

(a) The I.RP employed nine ( 9) Provinoial Reconnai asanoe Unit (PRU) 
Scouts and found them to be hishJ.y qualified for reconnaissanoe missions. 
Thei= knowledge of the terrain and VO methods of activity has been valua­
ble to IaP opentionao PRU's are integrated into LRP teams a.ud also 
oyerate as PRU heavy teams. PRU'a have developed a high degree of esprit .. 
Their English is limited but is being overcome by training within the IBP 
Comp&nyo PRU 1a have the additional advantage of interpreting overheard 
VC oonversations while on trail watch and if spotted by the VC have been 
considered friendlyo 

(b) The LRP auatained 3 combat fatalities during the period for a 
total loss of 4 US KHA since JWl 67 when the unit was formed. 

( c) The I.RF aocumula ted 7 4 VC KU (BC) during the period as opposed 
to 49 VC KIA (BJ) during the previous reporting periodo 

(d) New methods of operation were devisedp and the concept of I.RP 
operations in the Delta.region was realizedo Inserting into and extract­
ing from an 10 using Navy River Patrol Boats (Pl!R) has proven to be most 

\ successfu.lo 'l'he length of stay in the majority of IBP AO;s in the Delta 
has been leas than 24 hours because of lack of concealment and dense 
population. 

(e) Several successful joint operations were conducted with Hevy 
SEAL teams. 

( 5) Aerial Reoonnaiasance and Surveillance. 

(a) Nigr.t visual reconnaissance missions have increased in quantity 
and were enhanced in quality vi th the aid of night observation devices 
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(NOD). These devi~•s are partioularly auited for detecting waterway and 
highway traffic. 

('b) Personnel Deteotor (people sniffer) miaeions diminished due to 
higher priorities on aircraft and operations in the Delta r.Si,on. There 
wen a total of 15 missions flown over the three month ~riod. 

(o) The Imagery Interpretation Section accomplished the following 
during the reporting period, 60 aerial photography miaaiona were re­
oeivedp pr>ceased and interpreted. FrOQ these photo missions a total of 
59 lmagery Interpretation Reports were prep&-red and distribute~. In 
response to specifio requests, the section prepare, 16 photo moeiaosp 46 
defenae overlays and t~o special studies. The aeotioh also flew 47 
vi11Ual reconnaiseanoe missions and 15 Personnel Detection missions. 

(d) Tet Offensive, During the period 30 Jan to 10 Feb 68p there 
vas a mArked increase in the number of visual NC'lnnaiaaance misoiona 
flovn. 'Nineteen miasione we~d flown during this period. There was, 
howeverr a sharp deorease in photogt"aphio missions proc~ssed and reports 
d.iaaeminated due to the disruption of photo deliveries .-011 Det A9 1st 
MI Jn (ARS) and the Air Force. 

(6) ~eathe~ and Terrain. Weather had veey little adverse e!fect 
during the reportir.g period. Trafficabili ty reacped 1 ts peak and vill 
worsen aa the we; season approacheso Th~ most adverse effecte which 
hampered air movement vere the early morning tog and dust on the landing 
zoneso Foot troops experienced some difficulty in maintaining etealtb 
and concealment in the jungle areas because of drynese. 

(7) Enemy Capabilities 9 Vulnerabil1t1~sp and Probable Courses of 
Aotiono 

(a) The enemy 1 s firepower capability has ir.creased significantly 
because of the ccntinued introduction of better weapons in increased 
numbers tc the local guerrillaeo In ao far as his persor~1el &trengthe 
are concernedp the enemy suffered substantial losses during the report-
1118 period; bowe·.,er 9 he has cont!nually striven to overcome this by a 
concerted p~--ogram of impressirig c1Vi.lians into his ranks a."ld the inte­
gration of local force and guerrill& elements into his Cll8in fore~ units. 
In some cases, such as in Dinh Tuong ProVince 9 the Viet Cong battalions 
have been fragmentedp providing nuclei around which new ba+.talions were 
fo1'11Jed. tn example of this is the formation of the 514A, 514E; and 51 4C 
Battalionsp which were tll8de up of newly impressed personnal and inte­
grated unitao 
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(b) In all provinces of the division's TAOI, the enemy is capable 
of mounting mu.1-,1-battalion attaoke againat targets 0£ his choosingo 
There haa been an inorease in the total number of VC battalions opera­
ting in the 'l'AOI, and the identi!'ica tion of tvo new uni ta 1n Bien Hoa 
Province sisnil'ioantly increases the cape.bili ty to oc.nduct 1pecial type 
0~1'&tion■ o These unite ue the K-34 NVA Artillery Battalion and the 4th 
NVA Sapper Battaliono In addition, intelligence indicates the formation 
of a sapper battalion in Sub-Region E-2, The enemy's most significant 
vulnerability lies in the fact that to attack the targets which he has 
choa;en ae objectives, he must mass hia forces, increasing his vulnerabil­
ity to allied fi.repover. Based upon an analysis of all recent intelli­
~noe, the enelli;y 1s most probable course of action is a renewal of his of­
fenaivep striki?J4r fewer, more carefully selected and reconnoited targf'ts 
than during bid Tet Campaigno 

e. (C) Operations. 

( 1) There were a total of tvel ve major OJ>erations either completed 
or in proceae by the 9th L"lf Div during the period 1 Feb - 30 Apr 68. 
Highlights included counter operations to the VC Tet Offensive and the 
termination ot Operations KIT'l'YBAWK and ENTEl~SE after more than one 
year of continUo,~s com.bat resulting in tremendous strides in the pacifi­
cation programo Operations during the period 30 Jan - 10 Feb 68 resulted 
1n some ot the heaViest combat experienced by the division since its 
arrival 1n Vietnam. Uni.ts were deployed with minilllWII advance varn1Jlg and 
demonstrated their flexibility to operate in many ditferent areas and 
types of terrain to include encounters with the enemy in built-up areas 
in the major oitiea within t!le division TAOI. 

(2) At the end of the previous re;>orting period 11 the VC/NVA forcea 
had just commenced their Tet attacks with multi-battalion aize forces 
attacking major US/FWMAF/GVH installations and proTince and district 
capital a vi thin the III and IV Corps Tac tioal Zones { CTZ). During the 
perio,-\ ot 31 Jan - 10 Feb 68, the cities ot Bien Boa 11 Saigon, Long ltlnh, 
~ Tho 9 Ben Tre, Tan Anf Vinh Long, and Xuan Loe were subjected to major 
enemy attackso In each city elements of the 9th Inf Div 11 in ooordination 
with GVN forces, met the VC/NVA attacks head on and drove tbe enem;y out 
ot the cities by the 10th of Feb. Elements of all three brigades aav 
action in the Mekong Delta where the 9th Inf Div is the only sizeable US 
combat force. 

(3) Alter 10 Feb enemy tactics included small unit actions and in­
creased at11nd-o!f mortar attacks on US inatallations 11 major cities and 
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Villageso The VC also increased attacks by fire and ground assaults ou 
division fire support/patrol bases (FS/PB). On 25 Feb elements of the 
263d MF Bn launched a heavy mortar and groWld attack against FS/PB Jager 
(vie XS ;549) located 3km west of Long Dinh along Bighvay QL 4 in Dinh 
Tuong Province" On 9 Mar the VC initiated a heavy mortar attaek on FSB 
Halloran9 a floatin6 artillery pase of the Mobile Riverine Force (MHF) 
which \ol&s positioned east of My Tho (XS 5740) along the north bank of the 
My 'l'ho Ri.verc This marked the first time that the VC achieved success ir. 
attacking tbis type of FSBo 

(4) From 10--29 Feb the 9th Inf Div continued to react to the prei;ence 
l)f enemy ft'lrces south of Saigon and in U,e immediate areas around provin­
cial an~ district capi tala. 

(5) Beginning 1 Mar the division developed plans for major reconnais­
sance in 1'orce (RIF) opera··' ~ns designed to locatep destroyp and fragment 
VC main force battalions their auppor-ting units while continuing to 
maintain 9 secure and open ,r lines of communications - principally 
Highway QL 4 - wi tr.in the <L , ieion TAOlo 

( a) On 7 Marp the 1at and 2d Bdes began Operation TRUONG CONG DINH 
in coordination with 7th Inf' Div (ARVN) principally in Dinh Tuong Province 
to drive enemy f~rces away 1'rom My Tho and to eliminate enemy interdlction 
of Highway QL 4 in the provinces. On 17 Mar the 1st Bde commenced Opera­
tion DUONG CUA DAN (PEOFLE 8 S ROAD) to protect and upgrade Highway QJ. 4 be­
tween Cai Lay and the junction of Highways QL 4 and LTL 6A northwest o! My 
TM and t~ conduct RTF operation9 in coordination with 7th Inf Div (ARVN) 
and. R1"/l'l' forctes on either e.ide of Highway Q1 4. The 2d Bde continued 
TRUONG CONG DINH .. ~xpane.ir~ operations into Go Cong and Kien Hoa Provinces., 
!n ~>0th these euc•!easful operationsp emphasis has been placed on combined 
operations with ARVN and Rl'/PF un1tso At the end of the quarter9 the 2d 
:Bn Vietnamese Marin~ Corpe (VNMC) joined the 2d Bde in rive:tine operations., 

(b) F:;-om 11 M.r = 7 Apr the 3d ~1e participated in Operation ~UYEl' 
TRANG in Lo~g An and Gia Dinh Provinces south of Satgon in cooperation with 
Capi~al Military Di.strict (CMD), 5th Ranger Gp; 25th Inf Div (ARVN) and 
provlncial and die~ric.t forces to locate and destroy VC/NV>. forces threat­
~,ling 8ai~n frocn the south end southwest and to senure major lines of 
l'".l:n!l!utn~ation. Here aviin~ coordinated operations with Vietnamese forces 
viere stressed. 

(c) On 8 Apr the 9th Inf Dill' co~menced participation in Operation 
'!'CAN 'l'HAMi wi tl: th\'! 3d Bde in Long An and Gia Dinh Prcvi.ncesp Task Force 
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Forayth and the Royal Thai Army Volunteer Regiment in Long Thanh e.nd Nbon 
trcoh Distriotsg Bien Boa Province and western Xuan Loe Diatrict 9 Lo118 
l01anll ProVinceo '1'heae operations are conducted in coordination with 25th 
and 18th Inf Diviaiona (.IRVI) and RF/PF foroeso The purpose of the 
operations 1■ to locate and destroy the VC/NVA uni ts in the vicinity of 
Saigon/Bien Boa and to keep them !rasmentedp so they cannot maaa for re­
newed attacks on these major strategic population centersa The operation 
had been effective to the end o! the Nporting period in that the antici­
pated renewed VC/NVA offensive had not materialized by 30 Apr 680 

(6) Operations oommenciJlH 9 continuing and terminating d.ur.l.ng the 
period 1 Feb to 30 Apr 68 are summarized aa follovs1 

(a) Operation C0R0NAOO X (18 Jan 68 - 1; Feb 68). The purpose of 
tl is operation waa to locate 5 fix and destroy the 263d MF Bn~ 514 LF Bn, 
and Cai Be District Forces. On 31 Jan the MRI\ consisti.JJ& of 2d Bde Bqap 
3-47 Int P and }-60 Inf r became 0PC0!i to the Senior .Advisor IV CTZ and 
moved from their pre-Tet poai tiona ill veatern Dinh Tuol18 Province to the 
v:loini ty o! My Tho in response to multi-battalion VC attack■ on that pro­
vincial capital cityo On 1 Feb the tvo US battalions attacked north into 
the city from the Ky Tho rivero They •ngaged in battle 'With the 261, 
26:,P and 265 VC battalions which bad occupied the cityo The MRF and 
elementa of the 7th Inf Div (.ARVN) continued the battle on 2 Feb and by 
add~ had driven moat of the VC from the cityo The MRF accounted for 
116 VC Kli .(:BC) while 7th Int Div (ARVR) reported 408 VC Klio On 4 Feb 
the MRF moved to the vicinity of Vinh longp provincial capital oi ty P 

where during the period 5 - 8 Feb they engaged the 3o6th, 308th MF llns 
and D587 LF Bn which were attempting to seize the city o RellU.l. ts of this 
bat de of Vinh Long were 138 VC m, 4 POil Yersua 5 US KHA md 92 WBA 
( 18 ot Yhich were USN) • On 11 Pe b the 2d Bde returned to the 'Vicinity of 
Dcmg Tam and conducted operations in the vioini ty ot Cai Lay on llighva:y 
Q.L 4o Elements of 2-39 Inf and 5-60 Inf' (M) became 0PCOR to the 2d Bde 
!or this two day operationo Resul ta for 11 - 12 Feb were 2-39th and 
5-,60tb 51 VC W and 2d Bde 33 YC Elio Thia operation te1'1Dinated on 13 
Feb 680 (See Inolosure 13P 2d. Bde ORLL and lncloaure 21 P Combat Opera­
tiona After Action Reportp CORONADO X.) 

(b) Operation CC!i0RADO XI (13 feb - 6 Mar 6E). Thia operation vas 
initiated in coordination and cooperation wi !~ the 9th Inf and 21st W 
Diviaions (ARVN) to locate and destroy the 303P 306 11 and 309 MF Ena and 
Tay ~ Bn8 I and II, in the vicinity ot Can Tho 11 Phong Dinh Province 9 to 
relieve the preuure on the city which holds the headquarters of IV CTZ. 
The MRF remailled 0PC0N to the Senior Advisor IV CTZ. On 14 Feb tha MRF 
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Bns P 3-4 7 Inf and 3-60 Inf 9 made beach landings and conducted sweeps t1C1rth 
along the Kinh Truong Tien Canal, south of Can Thoo ARVN elementi:; of the 
9th and 21st Divisions conducted operations north of the city b...,ee,ing to 
the soutl.westo A/")-47 Inf fow-id a Gizeble ammo cache in the 11wrni1.g 
including, 1n part 9 460 B-40 roW1ds, 200 pounds of e~plccivee, 89 120mm 
mortar rounds. plus 500 pounds of medical SU{,plieso Sporadic ~rmtact 
'\,'E.S estaulished and continued in veryiJ18 d"egrees of intensity throut'.h 
20 Febo Results for this period lo/ere MHF: · 14 US KH.i, and 73 \,HA (evac) 9 

VC: 82 l<IAo On ?.2 Feb 1 in response to new intelligence, the MRr' and GVN 
forces initiateq a riverine/airmobile attack in Pho118 Hiep District, 
Phong Dinh Province and Thuan Hoa District, :Sa Xuyen Province to locete 
the VC III MF Headquarterao Thia riverine movement appeared to have 
caught the VC by ourprise when B and C/}-47 Inf beached along the Kinh 
Lai Hien Canelp •Vicinity WS 84810 The enem.:, were in bunkers along the 
canal. but the fighting ports were oriented towards the open rice paddys 
and away from the canal in anticipation of airmobile attacks. The VC 
became confused and ran into the open fields away fro~ the MRF forces 
where they were eesy prey to artillecyi e;unships, and infantry fires. 
The VC lost 60 KIA in this engaBement against negative US casualties. 
This operation in Phong Dinh and Ba Xuyen Provincts marks the dtep~st 
penetration of US Force1 into the MekoJ18 DeltE'. to dateo Or, 24 Fe·b the 
MRF conducted a waterhorne cordon, serrch and clear operation on the :1dan<i 
of Cu Lao May (vie XS Ol>9) Hoa Binh Districtp Vinh Binh Province whict. 
netted over 450 detaineea, During the operationp the ,-47 Inf and 3-60 
Inf conduct~d MEDCAP and IlE!ITCAP o~erations at the detainee collection 
points, There was no enemy contact in this one-day operation. On 25 
Feb the MRF retW'Tled to the Vicinity of Can Tho in expectation of renewed 
VC att~cks by the 303 1 306t and 309 MF Bna. On 26 Febp elements of 
3-47 Inf and 3-60 Inf become he~vily engaged approximately seven km north­
west of Can Tho, B/3-60 Inf airrr,obiled into a hot LZp -with significant 
damage to heliCOf,ter·8 ar.d r...&.r,:1 1,,c..;.,:1,d, C'!!-.-~· .. l::~:mts of the MRF moved 
to support B Company"' The contact with the VC in entrenched posi tione 
lasted throu~hout the day until about 2200 hours. A sweep of the battl~ 
ar~a revealed 22 VC KIA. US lo:,ses were 14 XHA and 51 'WIU. Du...-ing the 
r.ight the VC zontinued hara~sing the MRF Bns ~1th probing attacks and 
sniper fire. On 27 Feb the area wu swept ae;air. with an additional 40 VC 
F.IA discovered from the preVious day's contact. BP c, and E/~-60 Inf 
found am~o caches including 5 crew served (C/S) weaponsp 16 small arms 
(SA), over 15 9 000 rounds of SA am~o, 161 RR rounds~ 1~3 artillery/mortar 
rounds, plus other items. Reaul ts of the t-wo day Oferat.ion were: 85 VC 
KIA, 22 US Kllil, and 83 US wllA. On 1 Nar the Y.RF and three ARVN Ranger 
battalions conducted RIF operations a~proximateJ..)" five km sou ~hwest of 
Can Tho ·ulong the R1i1u Ram and Cai Son cimals. Heavy cor,tact developed 
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in the afternoon and continued into the night. and soattered contact occured 
the following dayo As a result o! the engagement, the enemy suffered 63 
KIA while the MRF sui:sta.ined 6 KHA and 37 wHA. The operation termir1ated or. 
6 Mar 68. (See Inclosure 13, 2d Bde ORLL and Inclosure 22, Combat Operations 
After Action Report on CORONADJ XI.) 

(c) Operation TRUONG CONG DINH (7 Mar - to date): On 7 Mar the 
9th Inf Div initiated Operation TRUONG CONG DINH in coordination and 
cooperation with 7th Inf Div (ARVN) and elements of the h.t and 2d Bdes, 
9th Inf Div 9 and TF 1170 The purpose of this operation was to locatep 
fix and destroy enemy forces located in Dinh Tuong Province and to re­
lieve enemy pressure on Highway QL 4 and the city of My Tho. In the 
initial st888 of the operation, elements of the 1st Bde, 2-}9 Inf and 
2-60 Inf, cor.ducted airmobile assaults into an area near~ village of 
Binh Phouc~ 14 km northeast of My Tho, and then conducted reconnaissance 
in force operations north and northeast in zoneo The 5-60 Inf (M) con­
ducted diversionary reconnaissance in force operations west along Highway 
QL 4 and then returned to resume road security for the complete length 
of QL 4 'Within the AOo 2d Bde elements, 4-47 Inf and 3-60 Inf. conducted 
airmobile and beach landings 12 km and nine km east of" ~ '!ho while the 
7th Inf Div (ARYN) operated in the area generally north of My ':'ho and 
east of Highway~ 4 with three infantry battelions 9 a ranger battalion9 

a cavalry s~uadron, and several regional force companieso Du.ring this 
phase only ligr.t contact was established with the enemy; however 9 action 
wee characterized by many sightings and destruction of enemy bunker com­
plexes. MRF forces commenced airmobile assaults six km northeast of My 
Tbo. At 1845 hours on 7 Mar, 13/4-47 Inf landed in an LZ and was engaged 
with heavy SA and AW fire from bunker positions along the rice paddy dikes 
eoutt. of the LZ. The heavy fire resulted in five downed helicopterso 
Fighting continued until 2400 hours when tte Ve broke contact. At OjVO 
hours 9 Mar FSB HALLORAN, located 10 km southeast of My Tho along the n~rth­
ern bank of the Cua Tieu River, received heavy mortar dnd RPG fire for 
approxim,tely three quarters of an r,ouro Two light fire teaa.s (LFI') 
sup:rorted the action. Results of the enemy attack were t 1•:o artillery 
barges destroyed, four M-102 howitzers destroyed, one US :,illed and six 
US wounded with unknown enemy losses. The 7 - 9 I·iar enga1,ements resulted 
in 15 US KIA And 100 ',,'HA while the enelJIY sustained 5 3 KU. 9 detainees nnd 
9 SAvs, 2 AW~s, and many other items of e<.,uiprr,ent cc1,tureci, Numerous 
bunker complexes were nlao destroyed, On 10 Nar tl,e [' ~ea of operation 
shifted to the southern area of central Dinh Tuo:-.g l rovir.ce in Long Dinh 
and Cai Lay Districts to locate and destroy VC elements and to relieve 
enemy pressure along Highway QL 4. Elements of the 1st and 2:nd Bdee 
operRted in this general vicinity from 10 - 16 :r-:ar with exte11-3i•'~ day ano 
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night patrolling along Highway QL 4 as well as reconnaissance in force and 
strike operations into suspected VC locations; Also, extensive upgracling 
of Highway QL 4 by engineer work parties was initiated. Moderate to heavy 
contact was established during this periodp and many bunkers were destroyed 
and items of equipment captured. On 162400 Mar 68 the 1st Bde terminated 
participation in this operation and commenced operation DUONG CUA DAN 
(PEOPLE'S R0AD)a Elements of the 2d Bde continued operation TRUONG CONG 
DINH in the Cai Lay, Rach Ba Rai, Cai Be Districts, and central Dinh 
Tuong Province. On 17 Mar, 5 km northeast of Cai Lay, Task Force Saber­
wing (Trp C/3-17 Air Cav Squadron; D/3-5 Cav Squadron; end E/}-47 Inf) 
conducted aerial reconnaissance and eSile flights into AO Hatchet north 
of Highway ".L 4o At 1530 hoUl's elements of Companr E came v.nder heavy SA, 
.A'W and .50 caliber MG £ire. Light fire teama (LFT) and artillery supported 
until the VC broke contact at 1920 hourso Results of this eD&agement 
netted 22 enny KIA while friendly forces sustained 2 KHA. On 4 Apr 68 
the .2nd Bde commenced RIF operaticn~ in Tru.c Giang and Giong Thom Districts, 
Kien Hoa Province. An assault craftv transporting 3-47 Inf P received B-40 
rockets, .50 Cal MG and AW fire from the south bank of the Song Ba Lai as 
the boats proceeded toward pre-selected landing beaches. !rl.!antrymen of 
the 3-47 Inf assaulted the river bank under covering fire or naval assault 
craft. The enemy 9 reluctant to yield to the infantry attack, stubbomly 
held their position. The 3-47 Inf suffered moderate casualties du.ring 
the fierce battle 9 17 KHA and 67 WHA; wounded were x-escued by navy assault 
craft while the remainder of the company remained under heavy fire. The 
4-47 Inf, several times during the afternoon~ came under heavy fire as 
they advanced toward the enemy positions. Cont4ct broke prior to darkness. 
C/7-1 Air Cavv flyuig aerial reconp had numerous contactsp accounting for 
16 VC KIA. On 5 Apr the operation continued with the 3-47 Inf sweeping 
the battle area with no contact; howeverv 24 VC graves with flags were 
uncovered. T~oughout 6 and 7 Apr sporadic contacts were made with the 
enemy '8 elements of the 2d Bde continued sweeping the area. Results of 
the four day operation: 39 US KHA, 166 \rlHA with enemy losses at 85 KIA 
and assorted e~uipment captured. During operations on 12 Aprp elements 
of the 2d Bd.@ found and caused destruction of 366 enemy bunkers. On 15 
Apr 68 the Mobile Riverine Base (MR13) received 57mm and 75r.un fire. The 
USS Benewah received three hits, and the Tom Green received eis}ltp both 
vi th mi..>1or damage. A specially configured LCM-6 tanker was also hit, 
set on fire, and eventually sank. The suspected area of hostile fire wae 
searcb~d with negative results. Another operation conducted by the 3-47 
and 4-47 Inf on 17 Apr netted the battalions 78 enemy killed. On 20 Apr, 
the 2d Bn VNMC joined in Operation TRUONG CONG DINH in coordination and 
cooperation with 2d Bde. The 2d Bo VNMC, although shore base~-~ conducted 
riverine operations as a third battalion with the MRF. On 23 Apr the l'iHF 
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conducted a three battalion riverine operation at the vestem end of Dinh 
Tuong Province with 3-47 Im' on the west, 2d Bn VNMC in the center, and the 
4-47 hlf' in the easto The VBMC Bn came into contact with the enemy by mid­
morning, vie WS 9442. By noon elements of the VC were moving to the east 
towards 4-47 Inf II E Co of which was moving towards the VNMC oont■cto The 
two battalions remained in light to ~oderate contact witil dark. Contact 
continued on 24 .Apr vitb. VC probing attacks during the night against A/ 
3-47 Inf and E/4-47 Inf night defensive positions. The VNMC Bn had :ight 
contact during the morning hours. This two day operation resulted in 5 KHA 
and 33 WHA (evac) against 59 VC KIA. furing the quarter, Operation TRUONG 
CONG DINH -ocounted for 492 VC KI.A and 52 POW while US forces sustained 81 
KHA, 450 WA (422 evao) and 3 l'fu'A. The 2d Bn VNMC lost 4 KHA and 22 \ill& 
(See Inclosure 13, 2d Bde ORLL and Ir.~losure 2}p Combat Operations After 
Action Report, TRUONG CONG DilIB - Phase 1.) 

(d) Operation KI'l"l'YH.A'«K (14 Feb 67 to 15 Feb 68): Operation KI'l'I'Y­
B!WK was continued from the previous reporting pedod by the 3-5 Cav Sqdn, 
9th Inf Div until 15 Feb when the mission was assumed by the 11th ACR. 
The purpose of this operation was to secure LOCs and selected installations 
within Long Khanh Province 9 conduct reconnaissance in force operations and 
cordon and search of selected hamlets within the AO; secure Blackhorse base 
camp and the Gia Ray rook quarry, and provide ready reaction forces along 
Highway QL 1o On 31 Jan, in reaction to the VC Tet Offensive, the 3-5 Cav 
was alerted to respond to enemy actiVi ty in the Long Binh9 Bien Hoa area. 
At 0512 hours A/3-5 Cav (-) departed FS/PB Apple, and while enroute to Bien 
Boa, the unit became heavily engaged with an unkno'Wll size VC forceo The 
Cav troop returned fire with orgainic weapons, bypassed several roadblocks, 
broke through the enemy forces and continued west to the Bien Hoa airfield. 
Upon reaching the airfield 11 heavy SA and AW fire was received from a nearby 
woodline. Elements of A/3-5 Cav deployed and sv~pt the area routing the 
enemy from their positionso By nightfall A/3-5 Cav had accounted for 40 
enemy killed, while sustaining three killed and 24 wounded. On 2 Feb the 
enemy launched intense groWld attacks against Xuan Loe, the Long Khanh 
provincial capital. Elements of the 3-5 Cav were reacting to an enemy 
attack at the west side of the city when they became heavily ell88ged by 
SA and AW fire. Fire was returned by organic weapons, and LF1' 1 s supported 
the attack. The enemy was driven out of t~ positions leaving 36 bodies 
behind. US losses were on~ killed and three wounded. On 3 Feb at 0233 
hours, C/3-5 Cav killed 13 more VC during an enemy attack at the north­
west gate of Xuan Loe. US losses were sev~n wounded. Over this two day 
period, the combined .ARYN and US effort accounted for over 125 enemy killed. 
Only minor contacts occurred fro~ 5 - 12 Feb when the KITTYRAWK mission was 
asSU1Ded by the 11th ACR. The }-5 Cav (-D trp) was directed by B~ USARV to 
deploy to Da Nang, I CTZ, RVN and became OPCON to the 1st Cav Div (AM). 
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On 15 Feb Operatlor. KI'I'rYHAWK terminatedo Reeulte of the operation were 
201 VC/NVJ. KIA, 7 l'OWp 1 Roi Chanhp 5 c/s weapons 5 34 SA and 605 tone of 
rice. US losses were 62 KHA, and 224 WHAo (See Incloeure 15, 3-5 Cav 
ORLL,) 

(ti!) Operatirn liOF-TAC (, Jun 67 - 7 Feb 68): Durina the period 1 
Feb to 1 Febp Oper;;t.1.on HOPI'AC was continued in Dinh 'l'uong ProVince. The 
p.irpose of this o~eration was the defense of th~ Dong Tam base. One 
bat ta~ ior.; 4-47 Inf 9 of the 2d llde was employeri under the 0PCOl, of TF 
Fun~ton for the actuHl conduct of th1s miss1ono During the period 1 - 7 
Feb 9 elem~nts of this battalion conducted extensive patrolling 9 dmbushes and 
strike operations against VC forces in the area adjacent to the Dong Tam 
base complex. In most cases contact w1th th~ VC was characterized by 
lisht fire fights end sniper fire. The bat~slion provided land and water­
borne securt ty for engineer dredging equipment and maintained a ready 
reaction force to assist local GVN units and installations if neededo 
On 1 Feb, due to increased enemy activity in tlie 9th Inf Div TA0I and IV 
Corps areas~ the DiVision Forward CP moved to Dong Tam to control strike 
operations against known enemy locations. Just prior to the Div F",,d 
elements moVing to the base, early the same corning.a heavy enemy mortar 
and recoiliess rifle (RR) attack was launched against the base. Over 
a period of approximately three hours, the enemy firt!d more than 170 82mm 
mortar and 75mm RR rounds into the base r~sulting in minor damage to build­
~ngs and 11 US woW1ded. During the attAck light fire teams (LF'r) and counter­
mortar fire were directed against suspected enemy positions with unkno-wn 
results. In the et:-ly morning bcu.rs of 3, 4s 5 and 7 Feb 9 the enemy continued 
tc attack the base with mort~rs 9 RR and RPG fire. The heaviest at:tAck came 
on 7 Feb With an estimated 200 rounds tired at th6 'hase, Damap to the 
base was again ligU:, but two US were killed and five ...,cunded. Artillery, 
LF'l'' s and .::ountermortar were Eu.ployf!d against su.:;pected enemy positions 
wi tb unk:.c,.,,n resultso On 7 Feb elements of the 5-60 Inf' (M) and 2-39 Inf 
c,,r.ducteci airmobile assaults and RIF operationo eight km east of Dong Tam 
nee.r th" city ->f l'ly Tho~ ,\t 1505 hours B and c;;-60 Inf (M) came into 
heav:t contact with an estimated twc VC comI,a.~ies. Six ai~strikes were 
:if'liver~d, -.r.<i artii.lery siip!Jorted thl.'Oll.gi~out the contact until 1700 
hours wher. :he VC b::oke c.::ntRct. Blemer.ts of the 5-60 Inf (M) sustained 
fi ,,e !{HA and 19 'wttli -.. 1th enemy losses tot&ling 23 KIA, A - 12W hours, just 
scuth of the 5-60 1rf (M) c0r,tact 9 B and C/2-39 Inf came i;i heavy contact 
with an ur.kno.11 size enemy force and returr.ed fire with organic "'eapons 
vi th artillery and LFl' 1 s supporting. The fighting com inued throughout 
the afternoon until the VC broke contact at 1700 hours. Elements of 2-39 
Inf sustained 3 KEA and 16 WHA \olith enemy losses totaling 54 KIA (25 by 
artillery). At 2400 hours 7 Feb uperation £0I'TAC terminatea. 0p~ration 
HOP.L'AC lasted for cr,e-half year Allll :r:esJ.l ted 1n numerous succ~ 1sful 
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pacificetion ar.d revolutionary development actiVities within the AO. Close 
coordination and cooperation wee achieved with local GVN forces in the area, 
and adjacent to Dong Tam base many areas were neutralized by US/GVN forces. 
Numerous roadrunner and convoy escort missions resulted in a smooth flow of 
military and civilian tra.i'fic over the principle routes in the area. 
CumulatiVE results for Operation HOP'!'AC were: VC: 296 KIA, 11 FOW, 3 Hoi 
Chanh. US: 37 KHA, 364 WB.A (225 evac). 

(r) Operation HOI'TAC I (8 Feb - ;o Apr 68): Operation Hvl-TAC I was 
initiated on 8 Feb with no basic change in the i:-rimary oassion of defer.d­
ing Dong Tam Base Complex. In the initial stage 0 TF Funston (with 4-47 
Inf), 2-}9 Inf, and 5-60 Inf (M)(-) were OPCON to 9th Inf Div,and opera­
tions were controlled by Div Fwd et Dong Tam. Additional missions for 
TF Funston were to conduct limited strike operations in coordination and 
cooperation with ARVN/GVN authorities, destroy VC guerilla forces witr.in 
the Dong Ta111 TAOR, conduct roadrunner operations, and secure Highway -;J. 4. 
On 8 Feb 4-47 Inf continued security of dredge, dreglinee, shoreline, and 
Oferations in the AO while 2-39 Inf end 5-60 Inf (:r.) continued operations 
eight kilometers east of Dong Tam near the citj of~ Tho. At 1215 hours, 
Recon Platoon, 5-60 Inf (N) was dispatched to check a report c,f two VC 
companies near the village of Long My along the Ben Chua Camll. As the 
recon platoon at-·proached the village, they received a heavy volume of fire 
from the canal line. ComtJanies B and C/5-60 Inf (M) moved to tt,e ares of 
contact and became engaged receiving SA and AW fire from the er..erey who 
occupied heavily fo:r·tified positions" Friendly elements returned the 
fire with organic weapons, end LF'l''s supported the PCtior.. 2-39 Inf 
conducted an airmobile e.ssault into the area just r.o.l·th of ,-60 Inf (1":) 
contoct and swept south in the direction of the Ben Chua Canel. Upon 
air,roect.ing the csnsl, 2-39 Inf came in contact with the enemy; heavy fight­
ir.e le sted throughout the aftemoon with frier.dly forces being supported 
by airstrikes, artiilery, and a CS drop. The enemy broke contact at 1945 
hours. Fri_endly lol!ses were 4 Y.liA and 28 v.Tu\ ( 22 evsc) while the enemy 
sustained ~1 KIA. Intelligence obtained fro!!, 3 VC iC,,;vs capi;ured the neYt 
day by 1-11 ARVN Regt revealed that frier,dl:,· forces tia,i_ er:gat:ed elements 
of the 265 VC Bn. On 10 Feb the 1st Bde Hqfl was ai:r:-lifted !rom .benrcr.t to 
Dant: '11am, hlements of 2-}9 Inf end 5-60 lr.f (r,,) became Oi CGN to 1st :Bde 
with the missions of opening liighwey iri1 4 from 1'\y Tho to Cqi Lay, cor.ciucting 
recon in force operations within the AO, and providing security for engineer 
work ~erties. Du.ring the period 10 - 24 Feb operations were characterized 
b~ numerous escort missions, road clearing and roadrunner operations. 
Operations along Highway QI, 4 consisted of extensive dey and night ambush 
patrolling, RIF oper~tions, and cordon and search cperatio~s in the 
populated areas of "-ui Than~1, Ap Dong, Ap Thuan, and Dong Hos. Enem) 
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contact during this period was light 'With friendly foroea engaging only 
platoon size elementso At 0145 hours on 25 Feb, FS/PB Jagerp located 14 
kilometers east of Cai Lay along Highway QL 4, came under a heavy enemy 
attack by the 263d MF Brio Elements maintaining the FS/PB were Band C/ 
5-60 Inf (M)(-)Q one platoon A/2-39 Infi one platoon B/15 Engr and Btry 
B/1-84 Artyo In the initial stage of the attack; the VC fired a substan­
tial number of RPG-2 and RI'G-7 rounds along with SA, A'w, and mort11r firec 
A heavy ground asssult followed with enemy forces attacking from th£' :south­
west and northwest usir1g bangelo:ce torpedoes and turtle mines. Lrti llery 9 

LIT's 9 and airatrikes supported friendly eleme11tsc Durine th~ fierce 
a,;t_e.ck the VC partially per:etrated the perimetP-r where the artil.i.ery 
battery was located 9 but a heavy vo.J.ume of friendly fire plus reinforcing 
elements,of A and C/2-39 Inf and Recon Platoon 5-60 Inf (M) caused the VC 
to withdraw and break eontaot.. J.i'riendiy losses during this engagement 
~ere 20 KHAg 68 WIUp 9 APC'a destroyed and two 155mm howitzers damaged. 
Enemy losses were 105 killed and 37 Yeapons captured. On 5 l~ar, 3-47 
lni replace~ 4-47 Inf under operational control of TF Funston and continued 
the HOPl'AC I 111ieaion. 4-47 Inf joined the 2d Bde snd 7th Inf Div (ARVN) 
in Operation TRUONG CONG DINH. On 4 Apr 68 0 3-47 Inf returned to the ?d 
Bde 0 and the 3~60 Inf became OPCON to Task Foree Funston. J:uring the 
remainder of this reporting period, TF Funston continued the mission of 
defending the Dong Tam base with only sporadic contact being established 
'With small enemy elements. Although the enemy continued their tactics 
of harassing mortar attacks on Dong Tamr the base continued to be 
developed to receive additional 9th Inf Di~ 'mits; many new structures 
and facilities to include base defense measures were completed. Counter­
mortar,. qtUck reacting artillery and LFI'? !.l reduced the enemy capability 
to fire into the base complex for ex'~ended periods. Operation HOPl'AC I 
t~roiinated on 30 Apr 68. Results of this operation were~ 345 VC KIJ 9 

~4 }0ws, and 1 Hoi Chanh; 51 US JaiA and 402 WHA (388 evac). 

(g) Operation ENTERPRISE (13 Feb 67 ~· 10 Mar 68): The 3d Bdep 9th 
faf Div continued Operation Em'ERFRISE in coordination with the 25th Inf 
D.:,;r (ARVN) an:i RF/FF forces in Long An hovinceo This operation was 
:, riitieted to destroy VC/NVA forces 9 supforting unite and installations; 
YC iufrastructure; and brirlg under control that portion of the population 
dolllinated by the VC while extending GVN control through support of 
revolutionary development. In response to the Tet Offenaive, the 5P60 Inf 
(M) became OPCON to TF \ware -in 31 Jan for operations .i.n Gia Dinh Province. 
Thi.ring the period 1-5 Feb, elements engaged in heavy fighting southwest of 
Saigon, and in this action the battalion killed 128 VC while losing 7 US 
KHA. On 1 Feb increased eneiey activity occurred nerr the city of Ben Tre 
h> Kien Hoa Provinces and elements of the 3d Bde were inserted into the 
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area to capture and destrc,y VC elements which had been attacking the city. 
B/3-39 I~f. with OPCON B/2-60 Inf airmobiled into the center of the oity 
adjacent to the MACV Compound and set up defensive positions to protect 
that compound and the provincid ca•ii tol during the nigh to On the 
morning of 2 Feb, these units swept through the city toward the eastern 
edge of Ben Tre to clear the city of VCo Sporadic fire was received during 
the movement to the east~ and at 1145H an estimateo. VC company was ell8889d. 
The 3-39 Inf crossed the north-south river with B/2-60 Inf aweep4.ng north 
of the road and B/3-39 Inf sweeping south. As the elements crossed the 
river at 1355H 9 they came under heaV) attack from SA, MGa, AW, and mortan. 
Fire was returned by organic weapons 9 artillery and LFTs. After maintaining 
contact throughout the afternoon, the battalion withdrew to a position in 
the southeast portion of the city to regroup 9 consolidate 9 and establish a 
uefensive perimeter, The 2-39 Inf OPCON to 3d 13de conducted airmobile 
assaults into an LZ three km east of Ben Tre and conducted an RIF operation 
sweer,ing west toward the city, where at 1839H they became heaVily engaged 
by ,m estimated VC battalion with SA, J.W 9 B40 rockets, and mortars. Fire 
was retumed with organic weapons, and LFTs, artillery and airstrikea 
supportAd the battalion. The 2-39 ID£ continued moving south an~ to the 
vest and closed with 3-39 Inf at 2100F. The following morning, 3 Feb, 
all elem.ents conducted an RIF mission throughout the ~n Tre areao Thia 
action continued through 4 Feb. On 5 Feb 3-39 Inf returned from Ben Tre 
closing Rach Kien at 1048H, and B/2-60 Inf and 2-39 Inf were released to 
~heir parent units. LF'l's and airstrikes accounted for 15 VC Klis 5 weapons 
were oaptured 9 ar.d a small amoW1t or equipment and supplies were captured. 
At 0255H on 10 Feb9 the 3d Bde located at Tan .An came under att~ck. The 
VC made a simultaneous attack on the Dde HQ and Tan An South using 82mm 
irortar, B 40 rockets, M 79 rounds 9 RR fire 9 AW, and SA fire. Fire was 
retumed using organic weapons, and a LPI' supported the Bde. Fighting 
c~ntinued until 05508 at which time the VC broke contact. The VC lost 33 
KIA 9 9 SA 9 1 Russian MG, 4 RPG-7 rocket launchers, and 6 mines. US 
casualties were 4 KHA ani 53 WB.Ao On 2 Mar elements of 2~3 Inf and 4-39 
Inf began "A-tuabush" operations along the numerous canals south of 
Saigon. The aquabuah partols were established to deny enemy use of the 
waterways i.n the Binh Chann and Nha Be Districts, and during their first 
three nights of operation (2-4 Mar), these patrols achieved the following 
results: 8 VC KIA; 24 AK 47s 9 1 cabine 9 1 pistol 9 1 82mm mortar complete 
with 1 extra bipod9 15 Chicom claymores 9 13 boxes of AK 47 allUIUllition 9 16 
cartridge belts captured; and 5 sampans destroyed. Operation ENTERPRISE 
terminated on 10 Mar after 13 months. Throughout the periodp Operation 
OOERPRISE resul,ed in tremendous strides in the pacification program in 
Leng J.n Province. However9 during the VC Tet Offensive 0 there was• 
significant decrease in pacificstion activities as continuous combat 
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operations dealt the enemy severe losses in personnel and equipmento Many 
civic action projects were compl~ted, and the revolutionaxy development 
program ~as raised to a high levelo (See Inclosure 14, 3d Bde ORLL, and 
Inclosure 24, Combat Operations After Action Report, Et;TERPRIS~ 

(h) Operation 1,UYr..T THAN (11 Mar 68 - 7 Apr 68): This QperRtion was 
conducted in close coordination and cooperation with the Capital Military 
Diatrict (CI-iD), 5th Ranser Group, 25th Inf Div (ARVN), and proVinoe and 
district chiefs, The purpose of the operation was to conduct consolidation 
operations to d6atroy the enemy, hie infrastructure, installations, suppl)' 
caches, LOCs and conduct pacification and revolutionary development through­
out Long An Province and specified areas of Gia- Dinh ProVince. Task 
organization for the conduct of this operation 'consisted of the 3d Bde 
with 3-39 1nf, 4-39 Inf, A/2-60 Info C/5-60 Inf (M), and 2-3 Inf (199 LI!) 
OFCON to 3d Bde. In the initial stag~ of the operation, elements of the 
3-39 Inf conducted airmobile assaults and reconnaissance in force operations 
within the AOo Elements of 4-39 Inf and 2-3 Inf continued extensive day and 
night operations along the many canals in Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts 
of Gia Dinh Province to deny the enemy use of the waterways as infiltration 
routes in and out of the Saigon areao There were no aignif'i.,~ent contacts 
with the enemy; however 11 by cond~cting extensive airmobile 11:,P!lUlts End 
footmobile patrols and ambushes, small enemy elements were engaeed with 
significant results. In a period of only two weeks 11 the enemy sustained 
over 120 killed, and a large amount of equipment was capturedo On 7 Apr 
the 2-3 Inf conducted waterborne and airmobilt assaults and RIF operetione 
dest:rcying 46 enemy bunkers. The operation was successful in preventing 
the ,,nemy fro111 moving personnel, equipment and supplies ne&r the Saigon 
areao Additionall~ the operationa conducted kept the enemy off balance 
hnd prevented him from grouping his forces for a coordinated attack 
~gainst the cepital city from the south. On 8 Apr Operation ~UYET TRANG 
t~rm~nated. (See Inclosure 14, 3d Brigade ORLL, and Inclosure 25 1 Combat 
Operations After Action Report 1 'iUYFl' THANG.) 

(i) Opera~ion RILEY (3 Jul 67 = 7 Apr 68): Operation RILEY continued 
frorr. the last reporting rierioda The purpose of this oper.-,tion was to 
e!'fect internnl defenaie wi'i revoh,tion:ir-J development activity in 
support of :Bien Hoa ?rovince. Major objectives were to pr-:,vide security 
for Camp Kartin Cox (Bearcat) base camp~ :rroVide ready reaction forces 
for RF/PF outposts and conduct strike operations against VC main forces 
in the !Oo Operation RILEY was ~ontrolled by the 1st Bde during the 
period 1 Feb through 10 Feb, at which time the 1st Bde HQ moved to Dong 
Tam. The RILEY mission was then assumed by TF Foreytha On 31 Jan in 
response to the VC Tet Offensive 1 elements of ~he 2-47 Inf (M) end 4-39 
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Id lil')Ved to Long llinh post for perimeter aecurityo .At 1005H C/4-39 Inf 
conducted III motor -rcb to a l, ccation east of Highway Ql, 15 and approximately 
five km north of Long Binh perimeter where the company established a 
blocking poai tiono At 09}0H Ai2-47 Inf (M) and the 4.2" mortar section 
mov~ to Hoi Bai Village two km north of Long Binh, and working closely 
with one company 2-3 Inf, they mode contact with an estimated VC battalion. 
These two companies received small arms, auto111atic weapons av.d RPG fi1"e 
and retumed fire vi th orgi,mio weapons while LFTe and art:J.llery supported. 
Heavy contact continued throughout the day until the VC broke cont.act 
at 1800H \dthdraVing to the north. At 07(\)H C/2-47 Inf (M) mo-ved to 
~iciuit~ ,1! III Corps HQ and ~stablished contact and received RPG fire. 
Fire vas retUl."lll!d with small araa, automatic weapons and LAWo .At 1100B 
B/4-39 Inf conducted an airmobile assault in an LZ near Widow's Village 
(located. northwest of II FR>RC'EV HQ) and beca~ 0PC0N to 2-47 Inf (M). 
The Scout Plat 2-47 Inf {M) became OFCOR to B/4-}9 Ill!, and jointly, they 
made contact with 11D. eetimated VC b11ttalion in the village. Conducting 
• joint mech/infantry house to house sweep, they maintained heavy contact 
until i700H at vhioh time the d1J8-in Ve 1d.thdrew. During these multiple 
contacts the enemy sustained a severe lose in personnel and equipment. 
Final reeulta of this ensagement vi,re: US losses-4 KHA, 23 WHJ; Enemy 
losses--21} KIA, 32 PW, 25 -WU, 10 lHGp 19 .AK 47, 4 carbines, •nd 3 
o 50 C'&l :MG captnedo Operations continued the next day in the 'Long Binh 
area and additional 1 tema of equipment were captured vbich included 8 
.AK 47, 3 IltG~ 9 9mm pistols, 9 rifles, ~ 82mm mortars and 1 050 cal MG 
mounted on vhttele. On 10 Feb elements or 1st :Bde were released from the 
RILEY mission and moved to the J)ong Tam area for future operationso TF 
Forayth continued the RILEY mission with 2-47 Inf (M). During the 
reaainde= of this reporting period, 2-47 Inf (M) conducted extensive local 
day and night patrolling, proVi.ded security for 46th and 15th .Engr work 
parties, conducted roadrunner P'-trols'and established ambush patrols. 
On 4 Apr 'l'F 123, consisting of three companies of the RTAVR, conducted 
ainobile assaults end reconnaissance ir coordinatien with 18th Inf Div 
(.ARVN) aLd 1-11 ACRo Ro contacts with tile enemy were made during the 
operation. On 7 Apr Operation Ril.i!.T terminated. Operation RILEY accounted 
tor 472 VC KIA, 41 POW and 2 Boi Chanh 0 72 c/s weapon■ and 152 SA., 
US losses vere 64 KHA and 315 \IRA (2l6 evac)o (See lncl?aure 12, 1at :Bde 
ORLL and lnclosu.re 20 9 Combat Operations After Action Report, RILE't.) 

!J) Operation HARASUAN (20 Oct 67 - 7 Apr 68): Operation NARASU.AN 
wae contin-.1ed from the last reporting period by the BTAVRo The purpose 
of this operation vaa to conduct combat operations, PSYOP and revolution­
QZ"Y' development aupport in the Nhon Trach District to reduce YC/NVA 
i.nf'luence and to enhance the long r1111Be pacif~cation effort in Bien Boa 
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ProV'inceo During tm.s :t"eFrting period the RTAVR supported the RVN Revo­
lutionary Development (RD) Program through civic aotion project■ and mil-
1 tary operations that eontri buted to village and hamlet ■ecuri ty o Bwaeroua 
lucal combat and ambush patrolap waterborne patrolap and reconnai■eance in 
force oper&tione in the Nbon Traoh Diatrictp in addition to the roadrunnar 
and clearing operations along Highway QL 15 in Long Thanh Diatriotp con­
tributed significantly to the overall pacification effort,o The RTAVR oon­
duoted these operations in coordination and cooperation with elements of 
too 18th Inf Div (ARVN). Throughout most of thie periodr enemy contact 
was limited to infrequent squad/platoon Rize .encoi.mterac; On occasion the 
RTAVR made contact w1th company a1ze enemy forcee 9 but the VC elec·~ed to 
vi thdrav immediately or not. 'beeom~ heavily ell88eed~ 'waterborne operations 
i111ing airboata along small oan&ls blocked the meat probable aouth,..m VC 
LOC from west of Bearcat into Thu Du.c District and successtully reduced 
the amount of euppl1ea and equipment moVing through the areao Operation 
NARASUAN terminated on 7 Apr 68a VC losses during the opera~ion were 158 
WP 5 POWp }O C/S weapons and 106 SA, Friendly loaeea .,,ere:- RTAVR: 28 
KHA and 99 WBA (75 eva::}? US losses: 9 WBA (evac), 

(k) Operat-l..:m DUONG CU.A DAN (ProPLE 0 S ROAD) (17 Mar 68 to date)t On 
17 Mar 68 the 9th Inf Div initiated Ope~ation DUONG CUA DAN in cooperation 
and coordin&U{)n tdtll the 7th Inf D!.v (ARVN) a The mission 1■ to conduct 
operation• in DiUl Tuong Province to prevent VC interdi-otion of BighvaJ QI. 
40 to proVide securlty to allied zil!tary and civilian trafficg and to up-
grade the 1UTfa;:e and make repairs from Cai ·.• to the junction or High-
ways Q.L 4 and LTL 6Ao The operation emphae ; ~oorciination vitb all lev-
els ot Vietnamese military and r.;1 nl governmental organizations within the 
AO" Present :.-,lanning cans fo:: the lo"al RF /P'i' elements to aasume the 
high-way aecu..""it;r mission on or about 1 Jul 68. Tc date the operation has 
been 1Jignif1cant 1n the increased participation by 'BY /PF uni ta in inte­
grated ambiieh patrols and the commitment of company sized units to day­
light operationso Maximum utilization hae bee!l made of surveillance de­
·rlcee auoh as starJ..i.ght s:;,;,pesp aeumic intrusion de~cesp radar 9 ••arch­
lighta~ infrared equipment 0 scout dogs!' tracker dog teame~ and night 
observation de~-icee. Extftn&ive sweeping operations were employed by those 
forces not conducting night activitieso Elements of the ~5th Engr ud 86th 
Engr Bne made extensive repail.-a and upgraded the highway in coordination 
Yi th ARVN engineers~ as ve!l H. p~r.!oX'lling da::.ly mine clearing operations 
and brld.6e repairs" On 2 Apr 68 C/2-39 hf inserted in Tie XS 310522 and 
conducted r-ee~n 1n foroe operations to the easto IJ'rgs from tbe 128th AHC 
spotted a \'C fo-rce 1n the open at 1207B in the vicinity of XS }18519 and 
engaged theso C Company folloved up with an aasault 9 and at 141BH A/2-39 
Inf inserted t~ re1nfcrce Vie XS ~,o52}o Results were 12 VC KIA (~) and 
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94 detainees. On B Apr 68 C/2-60 Int located a larp weapum' cache. Ai 
0955H B/2-f:IJ In! vio XS }65545 found a US carbine, ~ orat•ri..Dg ohargea, 
and one case ot blHting oapa. .lt 1000H C/2-60 _Inf found 1 120m aortar 
with bipod and no baaeplat•• 60 57• RR round■; 40 RPG round.a, 50 g,re­
nadH, 14 7. 62 SA rounda 1 1 e2- mortar l'Ol.1Zld1 600 pounds of' TNT, 50 
banselore torpedoea, 28 fl.lee devices, and 72 lid.nee. At 17'0B vie XS 
~2043:5 C/2-39 Inf found 1 .38 cal pistol, 7 57mm RR round.a, and 24 pound.a 
ot C4 explo■iVHo On 11 .&pr 68 A/2-39 Inf lat 0815H vie XS 310510 policed 
up 20 detainees f'roa a larp group of people. By 093()11 .l, B, and E/2-39 
Int had detained aome 90 detainees in the aue general area. At 1417B Co 
A/2-39 Int waa airlifted in response to a call for aasi■tance from a CIDG 
com~ vie XS 196557. The CIDG unit had been ambushed, resulting in one 
Km and two WH.l. C/2-39 Inf a■aaulted into an LZ vie XS 200546 at 1420H 
in support ot the CIDG. Co11panie11 B and C reinforced later in the day 
around 1600H after .&/2-}9 Int' received A'W fire in the vicinity of XS 
200546. Sveeping through the area With the CIDG unit on tba right flank, 
the units came under heavy Si 1 AW and 82mm :nortar fire. Coap&ny B eDB&sed 
~ 8 to 20 VC 1n khaki shirts and trouser■ and some dressed in abort black 
or grey trouaer1tp none wearing hata. b 2-39th Inf reported 19 VC ru 
(ro), and aupportill8 gunship■ bad 6 VC KBA. On 29 Apr 68, .& and B/2-60 
Int eatabli■hed heavy oontact lf1 th an est1uted VC !n vie XS 2}}57:5 • 
.Artillery, TAC Air P LFT I s 9 Spooky P and a CS drop vere e■ployed in support. 
Rasulto or the action were 6 US EBA and 6 US WA (evac). VC loeaea were 
4 1W (BC). Contact va■ broken at 234511. The following day A/2-39 Ir.! 
and :B/2-39 In1' conducted recon in force operationa in the vicinity of the 
prmout1 day'• contact■ by 2-60 Inf. At 1300B C Company dieoov.red a 
weapons• cache vie XS 265568 containing 23 il-47's, 1 60a 110rtarp 36 
empty AX-47 ucazinea, 90 60• aortar roundsp 3 five pound cans or grease, 
6 25 pound CHICOM olaymore mineep and 21 electrical blaating caps. .l 
Company- located a oaohe at 1325B vio XS 269568. The cache contained 1 
cal .}O Browning MGp 1 RPG launcberp 200 banplore torpedoe■ 5 10 SK ri­
flHp 500 feet or electriual oord9 3 cane of !use~ }9 RPG-7 charges 9 25 
RPG-7 round.a, 55 1'rapentation grenade■ p and 1} ooncu1&ion grenade■ • 
.ll■ov .l and B/2-60 Int returned to ·the area of contact and recovered 13 
VC ru (B:), 5 il-47's, 1 ugazilw With an unknown aacnmt .,r a11110, an il-
47 cleaning kit, 1 CBICOM grenade, and 10 pounds o:f' medical supplies. 
Materially contri~ting to the au.cceas 01' the operation to elate haa been 
tha ¥1111.ngneaa of the local population to come forward and TOlunteer in­
formation on the enemy compared to past experience in t~ same area. A 
deliberui.1 campaign haa been clireoted toward.a inetillill8 1n tM local 
population the 1aportance of keeping the road open and its relation to "'118 
economy ot the Del ta area. In many caaee the people !-lave assisted in ac­
tual repairs ahoV1ng their groving concern over the impact on their 
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general well being and prosperity. uf note in this v.ei:1 "1U'~ the dangers 
risked by an elderly couple living in clor;e proximity to the hiBm{a,V. A 
9th Inf Div company vaa ellg88fld in a fierce firefight ~~v~ral hundi:#.d 
yards from their heme. An infanteyun ..,as badly wow1dt,d -.,.t m&na~ to 
a:.ake it tc their home. The couple took hia in and hid iu.111 9 ,..esi~t1nc hi.Ii. 
&a vell ao they could and riaking their lives by doing so. i.~tet' •:'tier 
the battle was over and an element waa eearohing the ,;i.~:i.t>:l t:t~ th3J ,pell-· 
ly approached the element ~ommander and led him to tbe!r Mus• "tt:.csn tt-. .. 
man was hide 

( 1) Operat1on TOAN TIU.00 t 8 !pr 68 to dat~) :, Th~ 9th !.nf Dl.v 
partici~tea in this operation which include& an US/F'#llUl-'/Cvii unite in 
the area surrouncling Saigon as a follow up to Operation Q.tNzr TH!Nl. 'l~ 
operation is aimed at th~ location Md destruction of VC/!MA elements et 
the 5th VC Div and VC Sub-Regi.Qns 2p 3P and 4 in the diviaior, TAOI arul. 
alao tbe interdic-tion o! VC/tfffA LOO into the Saigon area. Thft Royal Tht.i 
Army Volunteer Regiment (RTAVR) amd Task Force Forsyth with tho 2-47 Inf. 
(M) and the 6=3~ Inf conducted operatione j_n coordinatl.lln and oooperati~. 
with the 18th Inf Div {ARVN) in Bhon 'lraoh md Long 'Ihllnl: Diatr.Lcte, Bi--m 
Hoa ProVi.nce and vestern Xuan lt)c I>i.a-triet P Long ltbanh Province. 'rbe 
}d Bde vHh the 4= 39 Inf and 2~·3 Int ( 199th J,IB) in tiw ·i"n.1, Be and :BJ.n··. 
Chanh Dietriota, Gia Dinh Province and with tt.e r39 In: wn 5~0 Ir.i: (M) 
in l<,ng An PX'"lvint1e conducted operations in coordination ~d coo~ratim1 
with the 25,h 1nf Div (ARVN) and other ARVll, Rang'ftrp and ~axirw e1ements, 
All 9th !ld 1\-.:.v a1eunta wo'.Cked clnac)q with hct.1 D/PF unita and tr..-, 
na',;ional pol1<ieo Sign.i!icant tactical techniquee Gmployed 0 Hpe(;:i.ally by 
the 3d Me for.:'!'£- P ha-re teen the ext~r.sl v~ us@ of arti lleey ralUIX's 
(AR/TPS~25) to det.et large ~ale -,neey ciov-em1!1n\4 1.ll identify l">nemy W~ i 

and the "Aquabah" or night ambuah patrol.a ,m n• .. er LOC leading into 
S$ig::,n. Tl..r~u.yiout. moat cit this opentio.r., eneir,y contact has bee» lillli ~­
ed to squad or plato'.:ln gh• encounter&o F:rom J a 2:> }.pr t'atl\..? '.fdr" liC 

significant contacts Htablished by eleunta ?f the 'jth Inf Div parti"11""' 
p£t1ng in tb:1s operation; o::1ly sporaciio and light contact WIIB eetablisbet 
resulting 1.n 5 t;S KHA,, 28 'wHA ar.d 7~ VC/ffVJ. KIJ o Or 22 Apr -J/3-5 Cavi 
the Air Cav 'l'-N"Pt c"nduote,a aerial -re~vn and a.1.:::11o'bil" aF;saul "" J n north­
tm Tan Tru Dictr.ietr vi~ XS 604704. l' Tr-jop in:.:i!'-:-ttt.;l -1 t~ .lero !Ufle 
P:.at.oc,n (ARP) '.n the after.:1oon whicr. beoPme imm~o : ... •,ely \tee.,i.l;t eng111ged 
w.!. th an eatimat-ed ~nt-my battalion and tnutain~-1 h 0 ravy cas\.'.AH1~s._ LF'l''s 
and fighteH supporting th~ eontac~ received heavy A~ tire r,eulting in 
da~~ to several helicopters. A tact~cel emergenor ~&s dec~ared at 
18}0B, Elements of the 5-60 lnf (K) . 10\ ed uy AFC to .AUi-porl the contact, 
while ele1M1ilts of 2-} Inf 9 3-39 Inf 9 and 1- ... 39 lnt conducted ni¢it a! r­
mobile ins4,rt-1ons int.., the area., .All units ver-e 4'ngaged in heavy 0011t0ct. 
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In the H.rly 110ming hours of 23 Apr, the ARP was extracted under a 
h,avy smoke screen created by artillery. The equad establishing initial 
co'ltaot aruftered 10°" killed (6 KHA) after it had advanced to within :,o 
meters of the enemy bunkers before receiving fire. ·n/3-5 Oav was cred­
ited with ,s enemy ru. The enemy dead were found vearillg blue wlifone 
and eteel belaeta iDdicati.ng IV! troops. On 24 Apr TF Tower vi th the 
2--47 Int (M) am 1£-31 :.,u- in coordination with the 1st ATF conducted a 
spoiling attack ~i~ed at a reJh)rtftd BVA artillery battalion 1n the Bot 
rich are.i of Bien tfla and Long Xha:ch Provinces. Thia operation continued 
with nagl15ilJle contact until 26 Apr. On 27 Apr the 6-31 Inf became OFCOB 
tc, tba, Si :Bde to ..r.t aa. a cobile reaction !orce 1n southern Gia Dinh aQd 
uortbein.1 Lo11« .in hoviD.e"'c• On ;o Apr 5-11 ACR end B/7-1 Air Cav beOaM 
OFOC!l to 3d :acte to 1':'.IOxeaee the protection of the aouthem tlamc of 
SaiSon in Gia Dinh and Long An Provinces 1n anticipation of renewed VC/ 
NV.A attack:10 '!he IIIHIIUr\lt of IUCOeaa of Operation TO&B THilG i■ that up 
to the end of the quarter, the ene111Y lu&d not been able to Nnev hie of­
fensive attacks against Saigon de■pite rumors and intelligence reports 
that such attacks had been plannedo Results !or 9th Inf Div unit■ for 
the quarter were: 183 VC/N'll XIA, 4 POil, 11 C/S veapona and 42 SA cap,­
tured; 25 OS KHA, 97 US 'WHA (49 evao), 1 MBA and R1'AVR 1 WBA. (See In­
closure 12, }d l!de ORLL.) 

(7) Combat Support AotiVitiea. 

(a) .Artillery SuRJ)Ort. 

1 Several tiri!Jg batteries and buttalic,ne of artillery with the 9.th 
Inf Div were required to operate both 1n the rugged jungle terrain of the 
!-lc-,D Hoa Province and in the rice-paiddiea of the Mekong Del ta. Timely 
ana continuoua .fire support vae proV1d•d to di viaional elements, A:nsy of 
the Republic o! Vietnam unite, and Regional Poree/Popular Fo::oe Outposts. 
Twelve, tiring batteries from II Field Forces Vietnam Artillery were used 
at various times throughout the quarter to supplement the fire• o~ 9th 
Div Arty unitl, priMrily because of the large Tactical lrea of Respomi­
l>ility of thia divieiono 

i Artillery with 9th Inf Div tired a total of 313,660 105 Z'Ounda, 
87p402 155 rounds, and 8,953 8 inch rounds duriag this quarter 1n eupport 
ot division operationao Tbeae figurea do not reflect support from adja­
cent tiring' elements as tiguna were not obtainable for tboN fires. A 
chart reflecting a breakdown of rounds tired by artiller,y with the divi­
aion 1s attached H Inolosure 6. :Reference also 9th Inf Div Ariiller;r 
Operation Report-Lessons Learned tor the period 1 Peb - 30 Apr 68 which 
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is l;,eing forwardec!. under eepilrate covero 

(b) Heheopter Gunship Support. The ~th Aviation Battalion aunships 
flew 2;929 S¢rtieso Missions included escort for VIP flights, aerial. 
1isplacement '>f artHlery by cargo helicoptersp medical evacuations, riv­
~r and road convoys, countermortar/rocket standby and suppressive fire 
aupport for units in contact. These light fire teams (LFI''a) accounted 
for ;3 VC KBA (B~); destroyed 182 stru,;tu.res and damaged 74 ethers; 
df'!atrc,yed 163 sampans and damaged 58 others~ D/3-5 Cav, under operation­
al C9ntr,l of theist Bde 1 supported long range patrol (LRP) insertions/ 
extra0t1ons and provided ntghtly clJW'lter--mortar/rocket standby at Tan An 
and Dong Tam base camps. C/7,~1et Air C.-v provided support principally 
!or 1 at and 2d Bd.e operations in Di.rib Tuong Province throughout much of 
the quartero 

(~) Tactical Air Supp~rt. 

1 Normal air support was received from fighter aircraft. The Combat 
Sky Spot was proven v•~Y effect1ve against·'enemy base camps. The sky spot 
:l.l'I a radar eontr.ol1ec, fi.ghter and these missions &'l'e flown during the 
hours of da:rkness. 

£ A summary er tactical air support for t~ quarter is given in In­
closure 7" 

(d) Stra'tegic Air Support. 

1 This a:ir. suppo~ dirl.ng the q•.;.,a:..-tl'lr <:'onsistcd ot two strikes9 On 
271900H Feb 68 a m1saion was !lc-wn rewlting in 3 AK 47&; 1 five pound 
bag ,.f ri~eg 1 pound of medical supplies~ 1 NVA uniformp 1 OD uniform, 
300 piaste~s~ and 1 ~ong bcok captu.t--ed. The second llliasion vas flown on 
291300H Feb 68 and 25 hunkers destroyed. 

l Straf;egi•: ~it' Support was hm~ted due to the lugher priorities in 
I and II CTZ areas riuring this period. 

( •) Nava 1 hl1' Supr9rt. There has been r.o Naval fire support render­
ed except that giver. t? the 2d Bde as part of the Mobile Riverine Force. 

(f) Chemical SupPort. 

1 E63 Personnel Detector~ This quarter the Division Chemiclll Sec­
tion-flew a total of 38 hours covering 23 missions using the E63 Manpack 
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Peraonnel Detector (People Snifter). This npreeents a decrease o! 
approximately 5~ from the previous quarter. The primary reason !or this 
decrease has been tbe non-availability ot aircrat't to the aeotion. fie­
nuts were repgrted to the G2 for inclusion in their compilation ot in­
t.1,tpnce incl1oationa. 

l Riot Control .Agent11 lW.k CS was dropped from CH-47' a contamina­
ting VC base camps, lines of communication and infiltration routes. Over 
26p500 pounds of bulk CS were dropped (325 drums). This represents a 40% 
decrease in the amount of CS uaed this quarter from last quarter. A 
total of 54 E158 1 a were employed this quarter. 'l'hie is an tnoreaae of 
22" over laat quarter. Last quarter there were 41 E158'• employed. There 
would have been an even greater uae of the E158 except for the non-avail­
ability of the munition. Since this is an experimental item; the pro­
duction rate has been low. 

l Defoliation: There were no defoliation raiHions tlovn by the 9th 
Inf J>iv Chemical Section this quarter; however, 7th Air Force bas been 
carrying on defoliation adsaions in thfl Rung Sat. 

t. (U) Trt1n19«. 

( 1) ~ng the reporting periodp division training consisted of the 
followings 

(a) Replacement Training. 

( b) NCO Leadership Training. 

(c) Battalion Refresher 'l'raining. 

(2) Replacement Training consists of five and one halt days of in­
tensive orientation designed to prepare the individual £or combat in 
Vietnam. The Reliable Academy 9 a provisional organization i'o1'1lled by the 
9th Int Div, conducted all replacement training. The following table 
shows the number ot personnel trained during the report period: 

~ 

Feb 

Mar 
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Apr 

6-31st Iz:f 

70 

54 

(}) In addition to receiving the normal replaoement trainingQ com­
pany grade officers and non-commissioned officers received an additional 
three day octentation keyed specifically to the situation in Vietnam. 
The latest equipment in use 1n Vietnam is demonstrated when practical 7 

and the capabilitlee and limitations or support elements are discussed. 
Two hundred forty-seven officers and 637 NCO's attended this course. 

( 4) The 14 day BCO Leaderrahip Course is designed to raise the pro­
f'iciency level of small unit leaders within the diVision by presenting 
instruction in the principles of leadership and instruction and practical 
ftxercisea ·1.n the sk!lls required of junior leaderso The course is ai~d 
at the spt')ialist and junior NCO who have not had the bene!it of prior 
formal leadership training and who will probably be required to assume a 
leadership poaiticn during combat. During the past three months, 660 
personnel have completed the NCO Leadership Course. 

(5) 'Battalion refresher training is conducted by the maneuver 
battalion on a schedu).e of one day training per company per week. This 
f'lexible scheduling allows tim~ly instruction and also permits each 
mane11var battahon to complete its refresher train!.ng each montho 

(6) The 9th lnf Div ,:,ontinue<i duzing this reporting period to 
qualify yerso.nnel in speoifir. MOS 0 s by sending them to courses being 
eonciucted for th11:1 purpose by sup1:-ort \Url.tso 

g. {C) Lofd.at .. :flc Dt.u-ing the quarterly period ending 30 A-pr 68g 
logistical acti"li.tiee continued in support of the 9th Inf Div and its 
operationsa There were several significant problems in providing re­
supply of all classes of supplies during the ird tial phas~ of the VC Tet 
O!fensiVl!o During ·'.his phase of the Tet Offensive, all classes of supply 
furnished to 9th Inf D1v base camps at Camp Martin Coxp Ta~ An, and Dong 
Tam were reduced because of intemse combat operations in the Saigon area, 
whe~ the 506th General Depot :..s located, and the interdiction of main 
supply routes t:ti.at lead to 9th Inf bese camps. To alleviate the short­
ages of Class I~ :rr r & IV 9 the 9th In! Div provided itE own logia ti cal 
convoys vi.th tactica~ security to make scheduled pick~ups at the 506th 
General Depot and deHver these supplies to Camp Martin Coxp Tan An~ and 
Dong Tam. During the period 31 Jan 68 - 10 Feb 68 9 perisbab4es normally 
received from Saigon were not available. Meal Co111bat Individual Rations 
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were airlifted from Camp Martin Cox to Tan J.n and shipped by barge from 
Vung Tau to French Fort vie XS 895615. ~ng this period the lack or 
fuel created a significant problem at Tan Ano This resulted from failure 
of the contracted commercial carriers to deliver fuel to Tan An during 
the Tet Offensive. The 9th Inf' Div filled its fuel supply at Tan An in 
advance of Tet and positioned tvo JP4 5000 gallon tankersp one MOGAS 
5p000 gallon tanker, and one diesel 5,000 gallon tanker at Tan An with 
the idea to fill at Nba Be or Tan Son Nhut during the Tet period. In 
addition to the fuel tankers, two 10,000 ~llon bladders were placed on 
the ground at Tan An to increase the storage C.:!p&Ci ty of MOGAS and diesel 
fuel. The 9th Supply and Transportation Battali~n closely monitored 
iaaues and on hand a1110unts and was in a position ,·o adequately resupply 
Tan An utilizing org,.nic transportation. 

( 1) Opera tiona RILEY, TOAN THANG, and HARASUAN vere supported trom 
Camp Martin Cox by surface line of communication ( LOC) and emergency by 
air. 

(2) Operktion KITTYHAWK continued to be supported from Blaokhorse 
Base Camp. 

( 3) Operation ENTERPRISE and QUYEr THANG continued to be supported 
from TftD All. Elements of the ~39 Int and one battery (-) of the 1-84 
Arty continued to occupy Frenoh Fort vie XS 8956150 

(4) Operations CORONADO X, XI, end TRUONG CONG DINH were supported 
by the Mobile Riverine Base (MRl3) and from Dong Tam Base. HOPrAC, 
HOPI'AC I, and DUOlG CUA DAN (PEX>PLE'S ROAD) were also supported from Dong 
Tam Base. 

( 5) On 15 Feb 68 the 9th Inf' Div deployed the 3-5 Cav ( - ) in the 
I CTZnear Ia Nang. Subsequently they vere deployed further north near 
Done Ha. The mode of transportation was UX:: water from Nev Port to Da 
Nang utilizing six landing ships tank ( ~' s) • Major items of equipment 
shipped were 31 tanks, 80 armored personnel carriers, 6 M88VTRS and se,v­
eral wheeled vehicles. While the 3-5 Cav (-) operate,l in I CTZ, they were 
under the operational control of the 1st Air Cavalry Divis.,,,on (AM) then 
later Elaced under the operational control of the 3rc. Marine Division. 
Logistical support was provided by both the Da Nang Support Command and 
tl:e 9th Inf Div. A distance of more than 300 miles separated the 9th Inf 
Div from the 3-5 Cav (-); therefore, responsiveness was limited. However, 
from 20 Feb W1til present the 3-5 Cav (-) has been supported in a satis­
factory manner. The 9th Inf Div is currently replacing combat loss 
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equipment such as N113 armored personnel carriers and tanks. Twelve C130 
airplanes have been utilized to transport nine M113 personnel carriers 
from Long Thanh North to Dong Ha, and six tanks have been shipped by LOC 
water :from Saigon to Dor.g Ha. In addition, TO&E equipment and repair 
parts are shipped to the 3-5 Cav (-) on an as required basis. 

(6) On 3 Apr 68 the 6-31 Inf joined the 9th Inf Div. This unit 
arrived from CONUS. On 12 Apr 68 the 6-31 Inf received i ta vehicles and 
cargo by ship from Saigon port. Vessel cargo consisted of 39 wheeled 
vehicles, 39 conex and 27 orates, a total of 350 short tons. Cargo was 
discharged and hauled to Camp Martin Cox without problems. 

(7) Maintenance service on 9th Inf Div airore.ft was significantly 
improved during this quarter by the acquisition of 13 civilian aircraft 
mechanics from Lockheed Aircraft Service Company Midwest City, Oklahoma. 
These 1; mechanics were assigned to B Company 709th Maintenance :Battalion 
on 3 Mar 68 Md are scheduled to depart on 21 Aug 68. 

( 8) ~:aintenance service of the close loop support program improved 
sienificantly during this quarterly period. Major items received were 60 
M11}A1 armored personnel carriers. These 60 personnel carriers are for 
exchange of gas engine M113 for diesel engine M113A1. 

(9) See Inclosure 16, Support Command ORLL for logistical support in 
depth. 

h. (U) Psychological Operations and Civil Affairs. 

( 1 ) Psyohofpgical Q-perations. 

(a) General. The period covered by this report, 1 Feb 68 th.rough 
30 Apr 60, was particularly significant in that the Viet Cong Tet Ot-
f ensi ve, which began 30 Jan 68, necessitated the most intensive PSYOP 
effort ever implemented by the 9th Inf Div. A significant aspect of the 
Tt'!t Offensive wae the psychological impact which the VC attacks against 
population centers had upon the civilians of the Republic of Vietnam. 
People living in government controlled areas, the largest population 
centers of Saigon, My Thop Vinh Long, Can Tho, Tan An, etc 1 had no real 
exposure to the full wrath of the VC soldier \llltil the Tet Offensive. 
The ferocity of the attack and the initial short lived successes which 
the Viet Cong enjoyed left the people in provincial end district towns 
within the TAOI stunned. During the few doys early in E'eb in which the 
Vi~t Cong controlled :portions of the city of Hy Tho, the enemy launched 
on extensive face to face PSYOP campaign with the intent of convincing 
the civilian :;;opulation that a coalition government had 
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been placed into ef'feot, that the Viet Cong had i11anai9d fantastic auo­
ceasee elaevhere in the country, and that the population would do well to 
rally to the BUpport or the Viet Cong and the National Liberation Front. 
Althoush the ruaora ot a coalition government vere easily put dow, in ICY' 
Tho tor example by element■ of the 403rd POLWAR oompany ua!.ng truck.-
11ounted loudepeakera as well as the enntual ejection of all remainiJJB Ve 
eleracta in the northwestern portions of the city, the campaign none the 
leas had it■ effect. The viability of the GVN had indeed been put to 
question in the mind.a of many of the refugees and viotimA of the attack. 
ta the dust began to settle, however, and psychological victory which the 
VC might have achieved initially beean to wane, li!e began to return to a 
state of normaloyo Citizens in the Bien Hoa - Loag Binh area roundly i:e­
nounoed the Viet Cong as 111U0h !or tht,ir desecration of 'let aa tor their 
acts of violence against the very people they claimed to be "liberatillgf'. 
The Tet O!!enaive had the ultimate psychological effect of showing the 
civilian population the true colors of the VC/lf1,3 110Tement. Rather than 
supporting the Viet Cong out ot fear, they besan to rally their aupport 
even more ardently behind the t;VB. It waa in the provincial and district 
capitals that pupular rejection of the VC movement was moat evident. The 
weekly PS?OP attitude reports for the period immediately tollovin& the 
offensive indicated that many had seen £or the first time the vindictive, 
untempered use of violenc• ao characteristic of the Viet Cong. Theim­
pact ot the GV!T recovery program in the areas hardest hit contributed 
aignifiaantly toward improving the GVN image. In the rural areas, how­
ever, the civilian population was evidently not eo quiok to respond to 
GVll appeals t~ public support. Because of operational neoeesi ty, maey-
ot these areas were left unsecured by the ARVH troops deployed in the de­
teue ot the larger popu.lation centers. In late Feb, as US and ARVB units 
in Dinh ~ Province moved baok into the rural areas to destroy VC 
units, reopen B.ighway Q.L 4, and attempt to regain public trust and sup­
port, moat efforts met with a cold response. Whereas the provine;ial radio 
station in ~ Tho wa■ on the air telling of VC losses during the offen­
aive and expJa1n1ng GVB and FwMAF suceesees in regaining all population 
oentera, the radio-less rural population vent unadvised except as the VC 
chose to advise them. That then vaa the eituation facing the 9th Inf Div 
with respect to PSYOP and the civilian population. The principal task 
appeared to lie in the %'Ural areas and required that the popu.lation there 
be told aa quickly as possible of the VC defeats, the GVN recovery pro­
gram, and the conoem which the scvernment felt for their well-being. 
Their cooperation 1n providing information on Viet Con& activity to assist 
the GVN was identified as a major objective of our PSYOP as wll. 

(b) There have been increasing reports throush intellisenoe ohalmele 
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that due to the heavy losses incurred by m&in force Viet Cong uni ts, VC 
OE,drmnen a.nd military proselyting sections: Within the Viet Cong Infri.ls­
tructure have been forced to recruit not only guerrillas but ciViUans, 
including women and children, to serve in combat and combat support 
units. It is becoming increasingly evident that low morale and severe 
disillusionment plague many Viet Cong W1itao The failures of the Tet 
Offensive~ the staggering losses E.'Ustained, the non-arrival of promised 
reinforcements and "super weapons" have all contributed to further lower­
ing the morale of the Viet Con& soldier, Perhaps most significant among 
the many failures of the Tet Offensive was the utter lack of public 
support engendered by the VC/NLF movement. The Viet Cong in pre-Tet 
propaganda targeted at their troops made much of the anticipated up­
rising of the people and the supposed rallying of public support behind 
the Viet Cong movement. As the Viet Cong m~de their attacks against 
provincial and district capitals, it had been expected thut a general 
uprisin& of the population would follow, heralding the Viet Cong and 
the NLF as the liberators of South Vietnam. 

(c) There is considerable evidence of deteriorating morale on 
the part of North Vietnamese soldiers infiltrated into the south to 
participate in what they were told would be the coup de grace. The 
winter-spring offensive was to have achieved fantastic success, and NVA 
soldiers ~ere supposedly needed only to finish off isolated pockets of 
re~istance and then would ride forward on the crest of the wave of 
victory into the welcoming arms of the liberated people of South Vietnam. 
Their disillusionment has been profound. 

(d) In a recent policy guidance received from the Joint United 
State~ Public Affairs Office (JUSPAO)i a country-wide program of 
psychological operations targeted at Viet Cong and NVA units WaR out­
lined, This program is currently being implemented to fully exploit 
the failures of the Viet Cong Tet Offensive and the many other PSYOP 
vulnerHbilitieo which are now in evidence. In leaflet nnd loudspeaker 
propaganda 9 the enemy ~s told of the failur~s of tr.e winter-spring 
offensive and of the inevitable defeat of the Viet Cong and NVA 
forces. The enemy is also told of the Chieu Roi Program and is encourag­
ed to rally to the Bt>vernment of South Vietnam as his only hope for 
survival. Yetp &ta~istics indicr-te a record low in the number of ral­
liers to come into the program since the beginning of the offensive. 
1w'hile it may be expected that these statistics will improve as the 
winter-spring offensive loses momentum 9 the foct remains that for the 
present the Viet Cong or NVA soldiers ere being kept too busy to make 
escape possible or fersible in most cnses 9 regardless of how ~uch they 
moy desire to do 60. Whereas the nation wide campaign of PSYWAR 

Page 41 



AVllE-E; 
SUBJ~C'l': 

1 ~1 : -~::, :..-b 
Ove:r.'.ltiorwl ,. , , m.·t of ~- "L: . .1 ,,i',: U::: ,.L v:.:.~,io;; .'..'or 1 '.<::h,d £J1ding 
~O April 1906, ,t~ •. : C3FUi-u5 (1'1) (U) 

presently being implemented in accordance with current JUfilAO guidance 
may well engender tne desire to surrender or rally to the GVN, the 
campaign does not afford the enemy the opportunity. As psychologically 
correct as the moment might be, events have precluded him from acting. 
It would appear that in con&ideration of this, a deliberate plan to 
provide an otherwise doomed enemy with the opportunity to surrender could 
well achieve a good measure of succe3s. 

(e) In light of the 9th Inf Div's assigned mission in Dinh Tuong 
Province of Eecuring and up-grading Highway QL 4, Division PSYOP 
personnel were '.n an advantageous position to conduct an intensive 
face to face PSYOP campaign targeted at the civilian population in the 
rural areas along the highway. Having identified the immediate require­
ment of keeping the civilian population informed as to VC losses during 
the offenslve, the successes of ARVN and F'w'},'..,.\l<' troops, the re-establish­
ment of security in the population centers, end the efforts and accom­
plishments of the GVH recovery program, new propaganda had to be devel­
oped as quickly as possible. During the first two weeks following the 
offensive, the 9th !nf Div developed 15 quick reaction leaflets and ten 
quick reaction tnpes to accomplish these objec~ives. To provide more 
complete coverage, a special newsletter, "Ban Tin Tue ¥.ien Tay" ("The 
Delta Bulletin") was written and printed in 10,000 copies by the 
divioion and WFts distributed, primariJ r by hand, by mobile rSYOP teams 
operating al,:mg Highway QL 4 in Dinh Tuong and Long An Provinces. In all, 
three editions of ths newsletter were printed and disseminated during 
the two month period following the Tet Offensive. (A copy of the 
second edi.tion is atteched ee Inclosure 9 to this report). News items 
were :.Lo disseminnted by loudsr;ee.ker~ using the 100(., watt Alli-ABS-4 
moW1t.ed in utility neli~opters, The face to face }~YOP effort was fully 
cooxdinated with CORDS PSYOP personnel st province level, and through 
coordination and cooi:;~rution With 7th Inf Div (ARVH) oi,erating out cf 
My Tho, arrangements were made with the US advisor to 407th POLWAR Company 
to ..,,. . ..,, .... v . .., a political warfare team of three Vietnamese to augment our 
ef:4'orts. In March the team .,,as increased to five men, and arrangements 
were made with province officials to field a ten man Armed PropagE..1da 
Team in support of division activities aloug Highway Q1 4 in Dinh Tuong 
Provinceo These foce to face activities began to gain the confidence of 
the peoi:;le, and shortly after their deployment, they w~re successful 
in gaintng information tt,9.t proved • .. o t£ of intelligence value as well 
as indicating that the local civilian pop•.1lation was becu'ling m<>re 
resp('nsive to our efforts. VC interdiction of l!igh'rlAY ~ 4 began to drop 
off 9harply due to US p~sence in the area. Eotablished curfe;.·E· Rlcng 
the highway were respected by -the people, arid the~' bagsn to slowly indicate 
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a desire to volunteer informntj 01,. l'revious offer:; of r€wards for inforir.­
a tion had gone apparently unnoticed as tbe population begun to voluntarily 
rt,ap,.nd to the questions of psyoperators in the area. I11 April the face 
to face program was further BU8lllented with two more poli tioal warfare 
te8filS from the 50th F0LwAR Eattalion in Can Tho. A 23 member cultural 
drama team was also deployed in the area to add to our capabilities. 

(f) In addition to the Volunteer Informant Program, leaflet propaganda 
was developed to support thE upgrading operation on QL 4~ Hand distribut­
ed leaflets at checkpoints explained the project, listing the advantages· 
the improved road surface would hold for the people of the Mekong Delta. 
Administrative ins:ructions incident to traffic control in the constn:.ction 
areas were also disseminated iu this manner. To make the delays more 
palatable at con.ges'ted 1-1ork sights, Koolaid drinks were provided to the 
waiting drivers und pas::11:ngers by members of the Mobile l:'SYCP Teau, at the 
same time that they passed out leaflets apologizing tor and explaining ::t 

the reasons for the delay" Q,L 4 bumper stickers are being printed, GVN 
flags ere attached to entennasv and billboards are working toward generat­
ing public enthusiasm for the project and for the GVN effort in behalf of 
the people. The military importance of Highway QL 4 to the ARVN and 
US troops is not mentioned. To assist in developing meaningful propagr.nde, 
Nghia, a former VC propaganda minister from Long An Province who rAllied 
to the GVN in 1967 9 was brought to Dong Tim. He prepared two tapes and 
leaflets for our use along the highway and in support of the Chieu Hoi 
program. 

(g) Durrng the period 1 Feb througb 30 Apr, the division captured 
853 detainees who were eventually classified as innocent civili~tis. 
The face to face PSY0P effort targeted at these innoc~nt civili~ns during 
the period in which they are in our custody is a significant pert of the 
PSY0P p~ogram to rally public support for the GV'N. ThP. program centers 
around faiz· treatment, good food, medical care if necessai"Y, ond expeditious 
return, by helicopter or boat, to the district capital nearest their home. 
While at the detainee center, they ar~ provided with reedi"g material 
prepared by .rm;;FAO and VIS (Vietnam InforD!ation Service). Movi~s are 
shown, and a televi~icn set is provideu for their viewing during the evening 
hours o Frior to their deporture, they are given a small c;·,ianti ty of soap, 
cigarettes 9 candy and other small items together with 100:;VN. Through an 
interpreter9 the civilians are told of our regrets at baving detained them, 
encour6ged to avoid assisting the Viet Cong~ and asked to re~ort all Viet 
Cong activity to the ?,%rest GVN agency or US unit. The l1obile Riverine 
Force has a similro:- program involving its "Detainee Boclt"; the theory 
being that good treatment during the short time these indivi.duals ere 
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exposed to the US/GVN will go farther in enlisting their support than any 
amount of leaflet propaganda. 

(b) PSYWAR targeted at the Viet Cong units received second priority 
during the period following the Tet Offensive primarily beoause policy 
guidance received from JUSFAO identified the civilian population as the 
principal target group. Prior to 1 Apr only approximately 15% of all 
propagauda developed end diaeeminated waa targeted at the Viet Ccng/NVA 
l.Oldier. During Apr, however, sharp increases in thia percentage took 
place as quick reaction le:Aflets were developed stressing the futility ~f 
the continued V!et Cong effort, losses during the Tet Cffensin, recroi.Ung 
difficulties, low more.le, and the lack of public support. 

(i) PSYOP Activities 1 Feb throu.gh 28 Apr 68. 

1 Total ffiiseions: 353 

_g_ Lea!lete: ,ctal dr:lpped: 10,147,850. Total hand distribut~d= 
~7,000. Total R~pi~ Reaction's produced: 41 

l NEN le&::lets produced by division; 9 • r.; ..,s,=1:,in:.:.t.si 1'J7,C.00 

! Speaker: 205.35 tot~1 hours 

,2 Movies shown: 19 

(2) .fivil Affairs, 

(a) Self-Help ProgTS.mci. i. substanti~,l L'r\',rease in the degree of 
civilian poxticip&tion in 9th Inf Div ~ivic Action Programs woe noted 
during the reiJ,Ycting period. Th ~::centage of Vietnamese self-help for 
th-g month of Feb .... "'U:.1'Y i:1a~ ·r11>. '?he people have shown that they want 
to~ helped, and if ~e do help them 1 nc matter what the threat may be 
on their lives and '.he l:i.v~a of their falliiliea, they will tr., to help 
themselves. E9·er. 'l.t:rough '~he Tet AgitrtJscion dam_pened s~me aspects of 
Civic Ac-tic,n dur1ng th'3 1::aginning of tile reporting period, it nlso 
servP.d to strengt~~n the over--all effe~tiveneas of the proenun as the 
population is now tnuch more t-ec~pti~e to ou:: acts and deeds and much 
more wilting to get out and York with the Americans. With the 2-47 Inf 
{M) supplyiJig the uteriab and supervision, the villagers of Binh Son 
Village have ~rfomerl all the labor to construct a barrier arotmd their 
village to keep the Viet Cong irom continually entering. It has been 
noted in several instances that the VietnamesJ do not respect the d~-,elllnge 
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that ara built by America..J.a ne m,:ch os they do tha dwoLLing~: ·that they 
e:onstrnot the'.'lselvrn" "If you b1.1ild. I! hou~e for t::c;m ('liet11omcr.!! 
Ci Vi lians) they wori: t H ve in its but if you sup:ply thf: !Go. tetial3 and 
let th-am build. tneir own houee, they're very content" - Stiuiov D:ietriot 
.Advi.sor 1 Nhon Trach Digtrioto With this in miildt the d.ivi1sion is t•J.rn­
ing more en11. more tc simply s<.11;plying the matt:.:ials to the people :md, 
W:1en needed, the supervision. 

(°b) :Fu;pair &. Constn\ctl0:r: Efforts~ Rep<iir w.d constrllcij on 
pro 5er.ti:: dS p!:.ir t of the 9th Inf Di v 1 s Ci vie Action P:rogra:i. l'lui::ti.:a te1 
vldtly during this reporting period due to tbe ene~~ 1s Tet OifAn~iv~. 
Tactical commi tmente for the month of Feb precluded the rnnnber r,l' ~p:.i::: 
and construction r,rojects desiredo Most of the repair a..'1<i c,onfl1:l."U<:tion 
effoi-t we1!t tow-ar-i or:pl111nagea, churches, pagodas and dwellingg which 
we:·e damaged becnuae of the Tet Offensive. Efforts to imyrove land 
r,;-1.1tes of oom:&wiic:F!tion achieved dramatic results during this reportin8 
i-Jeriod, Hie,nwa.y QL 4; from the Delte. to Stigon~ known as the "Lifeline 
of the Delta" has been kept open and is b~ing reaurfaced by the 9th Inf 
Div (See Para 1h(2)(f)l, below). r•u.e to i,hta· type: of -work being performed 
and the type of equipment be:ing used O!'l lli.gLway QL 4, most of the labor 
load has been carried by US personr1eL fi<.>1oreve:r., all other repair and 
construction projects hav~ b~en c.cn."l'iec. out on e. "self-helpll basis. 

(c) Commodity Ir...stributions. Co1u.'llo<i:i. ty distributions of food­
stuffs conducted by iivisional units in conj1.mction with "Operation 
KANSAS" again reflected a substanti.11 increase over the previous 
qusrter' fl achievenents, During Feb the qwmt:i.ty 0f foocl.atuffs distri~ted 
nearly doubled the total for the er:.tir& lf•st rr..90rti:1c; r,""riod. This 
ca.n be ettributed to the enel!lY Tet Offem,i va ·,1r.icl-. prod\.":.ce-d so many homeh::;s 
refugee so The "Operation KANSAS" di5triliution facility at divisional 
level wns F.ble to res!-'ond to the unite v requests in nearly all instances 
U1J to the last month of the reporting period. 

(ii) l':edic:,1 C:::.Vic Action Frograno Durir,c this reportint;; J:eriod, the 
9th Inf Div Ec:>,'.1cal C1vic Action ::.-:roerc1r., (1•.::.J.J~il) treated only 5(1;; of 
t.bc- nu~be:r treetE:d dur.ing tL~ 1,-,.;;t re1 ur~in;; 1 c.ciod.. TLis she::.-1, decline 
cen be attributed to se.,,~ral factors. The Tet Offensive hurt the division 
!-iED~Al; prot;ram consj c.erably as many areas were put "off limits"to IBDCJ\P 
teams for as much as two of the three re~ortable months, ?he relocation 
of major uni ts wi thir. the division also hinde~ed the proe-ram an the people 
in many of the areas to which the uni ts moved had never seen Americans 
before and were quite hesitant to come out and be treatod. Also, during 
the T~t Offensjve and for some time thereafter, US medical personnel were 

Page 45 



AVDE-MH 
SUJ3JECT: 

12 Nay 68 
Operational Report of 9th Infantry DiVision for Period Ending 
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 

used largely to treat the increased combat casualti~s. As the effects 
of the Tet Offensive diminish and the people become more accustomed to 
American presence, more people are turning out for diVision t!EDCAPs. 
On 24 Apr 68 two MEDCAPs cond1.l.cted by the 1st Bde on QL 4 in Dinh Tuong 
Province treated a total of ,oo patients, indicating that the people 
are putting more trust in the American<.: now. Coordination of HLDCAP 
programs with GVN officials and MACY Advisors is eccomplished in 
some instances in secure areas. However, it is now felt that prior 
notification of a comitllJ HEDCAP could result in endangering the MEl.JCAP 
~eam, Specialized medical treatment continues to be provided in con­
junction with the 9th Medical Battalion and the 3d Surgical Hospital 
at Dong Tam, the 24th EvacUBtion Hospital at Long B:i.nh, and with 
Saigon's Cho Ray Hos~ital. 

(e) Tet Offensive React.ion. During the Tet Offensive, there were 
mi;.:q hungry, homeless, and in man;f cases wounded Vietnamese ciVilians. 
The 9th Inf Div reacted With emergency relief and refugee support. In 
the Dinh Tuong Province city of My Tho, the diVision worked in close 
coordination with Gv:N and CORDS officials to achieve significant results. 
Thrcugh tbe Province Minister of Social Welfare, nearly 70,0CX, pounds of 
d.ivision-~roVided foodstuffs were equitably distributed to 6,000 homeless 
civilians and refugee faro.lies. In addition, 3,000 gallons of potable 
Yeter were delivered each day through diVisiun resources to three refugee 
camps, hospitalE:, and orphanages in the area. The My Tho Provincial 
Hospital was practically paralyzed by the influx of some 2,000 wounded 
ciVilisns. As a result of a request submitted by the Province Chief of 
Dinh Tuong ProVince, a medical assessment team from the 9th Inf Div 
was dispatched to the hospital. They found the hospital staff to be over 
extended. Additionally, they noted. that there was an insufficient quantity 
of medical supplies on hand to meet the requirements posed by this mass 
casualty situation. The Div-lsion Surgeon and an auvnentation team from 
Company D, 9th Medical Battalion re-organized the hospital on n 24 hour 
basis, performing triage and emergency operations while savage fighting 
flared throughout the city. The 5th AA Hatoon, 2d CA Company proVided 
two trained medical a~sistants and supervised the construction cf sorely 
needed intravenous feeding stands, traction rPcks, and leg elevators. 
Officers and men of the DiVision Support Command contributed 24 pints 
of whole blood to meet immediate needs. One complete field kitcten was 
provided to facilitate regular feeding of the hospital's patients. The 
success of this emerecncy relief was a direct result of the 9th Inf Div 1 e 
prompt response to the request of GVN officials 9 in conjunction with 
guidance pro·n.ded by COPl)S representatives. 
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(f) Civic Action Highlightso 

.1 Orphans; Village. Located two miles from the division's Bearcnt 
base csmp is Orphans' Village. Shortly afte:c the Tet Offensive, a group 
of 70 :Buddhist r'mnkg from Gia Dinh Province gathered more than 300 young­
sters i'ro:n all o .. er the l•.ekong Del ta •,iho had. b!=en orphaned because of 
the Tet Offensive ::md set out to build en or:phr-.noee, High on hope ond 
willinc to works tr,e monks fcund tr.err.selves nhort on sup:i:;lies, They 
turned to the 9tl1 Inf l.Jiv flt BeHrc:•t, Mtd the results were overwhelming. 
'l,he village received enthusiastic supi,ort from numerous uni ts at Be~::.-cat, 
\·ii thin a short time 9 buildings begim to sprir,t; up~ a playground was 
completed, and transportation was provided weekly to nick up any and all 
s 1.1pplies that the monks might nc-ed. On 17 Apr 68P Nguyen Van Su, direotor 
of the orphanage presented General Roseborough 9 Asst DiVision Commander, 
with a plaque symbolizing their appreciation of the help given them by 
the officers and men of the 9th Inf Div. 

_l Responding to the T1=t Aggression Relief 1-roject ('1':"fu-), the 
officers and men of the 9th Inf Div contributed a;ore than $2730.00 to be 
used for such thin5s as building a new school house at the Dong Tem Base, 
repeirine two orphane.gcs at My Tho that wE-re dama5--ed during the Tet 
Offensive, and constructing a high school in Long Tl,anh 1istrict 9 just 
to mention a few, Each contributing unit pic!(ed the r-roject that they 
wanted to fi'?lancei resulting either directly or indirectly from the Tet 
Aggre.cSiOI'o 

} ~l-=!:cnts of the 9th Inf Div have undertaken the r,1.·oject of clec.:ring, 
maintair.ing and repavine QL 4 in Dinh Tuong Province. General William Co 
Wester.ore land, COMUJ>i!.CV, commented on the signi.t'ict,nce of Highway Q.L 4: 
"'.i'L<.1rc ::.s (,r:j_:,- or;c u .. Joi- route into Saigon from the Delta; that 1 s Highway 
4. The pcc,ple <iep.::n:i on thi.s cor:ir::unic:. tions link with the cqpi tal, and 
tlie co:nrr.erce that travels ti-,e rond is i m,,ortant to the economy of Saie ano 
\·.e rnu:st keep Higlr,,rEi.y 4 open". Knowing the importance ond the significr,noe 
of the work tiie.t the )1th Inf Div i;.; .J.oing on (iL 4 1 the ~c.oplc of the area 
hav!:! c-ffered not only to hel11 in the repair of the hir;hwe:· but lwve also 
offered infornntion about the VC a.>Jd VC Sa~per tee.a.a oper:1tine in thot 
area. 

(g) Tatile of J\ccomj.;lishmentfc:, Civic Action 1 Feb 68 to 30 Apr 6b. 

1. HEDCAP II 

Pegc 47 

Optretions 
i-'atierits 
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_g_ Efforts to Iciprove LOC: Bri~es Constructed 
Bridges Repaired 
Roads Constructed 
Roads Repaired 

36 
24 
15km 

.l Repair and Construction: 

! Co~~odities Distributed: 

Schools 
Dispensaries 
Playgrounds 
Other :Major 
Other Minor 

Cement 
Lumber 
Clothing 
Health and 
Sanitation Items 
School Kits 
Tin (shecits) 
r'oodstuffr 

337km 

8 
6 

10 
126 

31 

71,370 lbs 
325,763 bd ft 

3,201 lbs 

3,115 lbs 
2,070 ea 
2,773 ea 

202,940 lbs 

1. (U) Regional Force/PopUlar Force UpfaTading and ARVN Training. 

(1) The Araiy Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Infantry Battalion Retraining 
Program which was initiated on 31 Jul 67 and expanded in Sep to include 
Artillery, Cavlary and Engineer units continued ciuring this reportir.g 
period. Scheduled training was interrupted pritr.arily du:ring the Tet 
Offen~ive due to both US and ARYN elements being totally committed. Upun 
diminisbment of enemy activites, the training was again reinstituted but 
not with the enthusiasm previously exhibited by the Vietnamese. The fact 
that the 9th Inf Div was fragmented and positioned in different locations 
thdll thot experienced prior to Tet also made our refresher training 
progress more difficult. Although every effort was made to continue 
training while ARVN units were in the field, this achieved but limited 
success. The status of ARVN refresher training as of 31 I-for 68 is as 
reflected on Inelosure 10a. 

(2) Regional Forces/Popular Forces (RF/PF) upgrading Jrogrem 1 

initiated by the 9th Inf Div in Nay 67, continued with renewed emphasis. 
A survey of all RF /PF outposts within the 9th Inf Div TA 01 1,rogressed 
with excellent results. This survey· included claGllif~ring each post, 
surveying or firing DEFCONS, preparing cor1tingency plans for re,,ction 
forces, and su~plying required materials. Specific teams employed to 
support the upgradini; v:rogram were: EolJile AdVisory Teams (MATS), 
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Combined li~cotm1::1i!:'::rnnce and Intelligence Platoo1, (CHI~), In:rrove,~,ent 
Acticn Teams (Iz.iI'/1(;'1.1 ) and the Logi~t.1cs Administration Advisory •reams 
(1Ai\'l'S), 

( a) 'l'L~ i·J\'l.''..j c.:.:tinue to bE:' the :..ost succe~:sful of the ur;.,:rac.inc 
-..e£,r:s P.'.!',_:.·loycd, 'rl.:L~ Group. b:· living with the local RF/,F force 9 

,w~; nble to rccoc,r.:,,n.1 outpost improvc~ent-:.:, incre::ce the unit's 
co!llbat Lffcctiveness and o:.cour:--ge more offcn~:ive 01.er:,tionso 
l:osi tioning tbe l·:A'r~ &t a particulnr i. ost ern1iJl.c·d the i",rot:p to exer­
cise daily su; ,'I''''.Zi·Jn 01' the RF/PF force, Greater RF/fl' morale, 
more offensive oi;e1·ations and definite outpost defensi vi: im1Jrove::.ents 
resulted from this team's presence. AE of 31 Mar 68 the seven I~TS 
deployed in the division TAOI were located at: 

llli1! LOGATicN lP.CNIJ\ICE 

11th ACR rr 933250 l3inh Tuy 
Y'l' 390264 Long Khanh 

1st Bde YT 278101 Long Kbanh 
YS 080878 Bien Hoa 

3d BJe XS 540720 Lone .An 
XS 740699 Long An 
XS 856806 Gia Dinh 

(b) In Nov 66 the division was task<1d to organize and deploy D-ffACT 
'l'eemBo This group was .forced to further the RF/PF upgrading efforts e.nd 
was primarily targeted to provide high impact. Hhort length viai ts to RF/ 
Fr' outposts. 'rhe IMlACT Teams complimented the MAT;) but were utilized 
so that a greater number of outposts could be asi;isted the:-: ti.at afforded 
by the MATS. The IMI-AC'l' •rea!T,S were highly successful end were instrumen­
tal in improving the eeneral defensive J:·Osturt: of RF/PF outposts in the 
division TACio At the end of this reporting period IHPACT Teac;s were 
locPted at: 

Yfilj'_ 

11th ACR 

1st Bde 

l'n&e 49 

LOCATION 

Binh Loe 

Long Thanh 
Nhun Trach 
Tam Thu 

PROVINCE 

Long Khar.h 

Bien Hoa 
Bien Boa 
Bien Hoa 
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Giao Due 
Cai Be 
AO Crackerjack 

Binh Phuoc 
Rach Kien 
Tan Tru 

Phouc Lai 

Dinh 'fuong 
Dinh Tuong 
Dinh Tuong 

Long An 
Long An 
Long An 

Bien Hoa 

The effectiveness of the RF/PF outpost upgraJtng is as reflected on 
Inclosure 10b. The amount of 'RF/PF IMPACT support is as show on 
Inclosure 10c. 

(c) The CRIF, organized initially in Long An Province in Oct 67 and. 
expanded to Bien Hoa Province in Dec 67, continued to be employed with 
murked auccess during this re1Jorting period. The CRIP' s continued to 
perfoi,n their multi-purpose missions to exploit current intelligence, 
conduct reconnaissance and combat patrolling and destroy the Viet Cong 
infrastructure. This combined US-VN force of 42 men proved invaluable. 
When the RF/fF's knowledge of the er.emy, terrain and local language was 
combined with the firepower and mobility of the US element, a higLly ef­
fective and versatile force was formed. Particularly successful during 
this period was the Long An GRIP. 

(d) The LAATS Teams were organized in Dec 67 for deployment in 
Jen 68. These teams were formed to augment the Province Senior Advisor 
Staff and, specifically, to provide expert administrative and logistical 
advice to the RF/FF Administrative and Direct Su1,port Logistical Company 
(A&DSL)o These teams performed outstandingly and easily attained the 
go•ls for which they were organized. The enthusiasm 6?ld professional 
knowledge exhibited by LAATS members enabled this group to achieve succees 
in providing the guidance and assistance needed by the A&DSL Company. 
LAATS wer~ located at: 

Jlli!! LOC.:/.TION rnovrncE 

11th ACR Xuan Loe Long Khanh 

DISCON Ham Tan Binh Tuy 
Bien Hoa Bien Hoa 
Tan An Long An 
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jo (c) Ene;ineer Support. During the report~ period the 15th Engr 
Bn wae engaged in the following major tactical operations: RILEY, 
ENTmPRISE, CORONADO, DUONG CUA DAN (PEX>PLE'S ROAD), TOAN THANG, and 
TRUONG CONG DINH. The battalion's principle mission in each operation 
centered around ~ombat demolitionsp land clearing, road repair and up­
grailng9 bridge construction and repair P and construction And upgrading 
of defensive fortifications. The rest of the battalion's effort has been 
directed towar1s base camp development. Thie has be~n aocompl~shed by 
direct support and engineer guidance for self help projects cf ~arious 
uni ts and activities within the division. Of significant note was t,he 
support rendered in Operation PEOPLE'S ROAD, 'working 1.n coordination 
with 86th ~ Bn and ARVN Engineer uni ts also maintaining Highway QL 4, 
this critical artery from the Delta to Saigon was clearl!!d and repaired on 
a day to day basis allowing civilian and military traffic to flow with 
mi.rd.mum delay. During the period 9 Feb 68 thru 13 Mar 68P battalion ele­
ments repaired over 200 craters~ made numerous expedient n.pairs to 
bridges, cleared roadblocks, and neutralized numerous mines and booby­
traps. (See Inolosure 179 15th Engr En's ORLL), The 93d Engl: Bn con­
ti.nu.ed to provide direct support to the division during the quarter. 

k. (0) Signal Support. fAlring this quarter the communication 
electronic resources of the division were taxed more than any time sjnce 
the division's arrival in Vietnam. Support nad to be provided for the 
Division Forward which was activated in Dong Tam in Febr..uu-y and to sup­
port the Mobile Riverine Force whioh operated as far south os Can Tho. 
(Reference is made to Incloaun 12i 9th Sig &vs ORLL). 

(1) A new SOI was implemented changing call-words division-wide for 
the first time si.Dce the di Vision arrived in RVN. Many tranamiasion com­
promises connecting old and new call-vords were committed; however, the 
number will decrease as operators gain experience and practice when 
periodically changing call-words and frequencies. 

(2) Using the KY-8 Security Device 9 an !iM secure voice radio link was 
established betwe~n diVision headquartern at Camp Martin Cox and the 
Division Forward Com!'land Poat at Dong Tam. This link ia over 90 km in 
length. In order to obtain a usable system with any degree of reliabili­
ty, the antemas for the radios are mounted on top of 200 foot AB-216/U 
communication towers .. 

(3) Frequency r.llocation and control has :proven to be a full time 
job and lllUCh more difficult than anticipated. The deployuent of the 
FWMAF in Vietnam is ~h that units sharing a frequency often !'ind 
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that they interfere with one another. The increased range of the FM ra­
dio when airborne and the increased use of »I radios in aircraft have in­
creased considerably the frequency management ~roblems. Additionally, 
those elements of the division that are emplored with the Mobile Riverine 
Force (MRF) must be given speoial consideration when allocating frequen­
cies so as not to interfere with Naval coOllll\UU.oations. Generally, prior 
to authorizing a unit a frequency, that frequency must be monitored from 
24 to 48 hours to insure its usability in the area in which the wiit is 
operating. 

(4) Many vehicular mounted FM radios have been dismounted and in­
stalled in hardened Tactical Operations Centers (TOC) at division, bri­
gade9 and battalion level. In these locations large alternating current 
(AC) generators are brought in to provide power. There is a requirement 
di...-ision-Wide for power supplies capable of converting 110 volts AC to 
28 volts direct current (DC). These power 8Uppliea would be used for the 
sole purpose of operating FM radios in a die1110unted situation using AC as 
the primary source of power. 

1. (C) Amr Aviation. Army Aviation wpport~d division operatio:--~ 
daily. Operation TRUONG CONG DINH was characterizeJ. by the use of mullii­
ple assault helicopter companiesi armed helioop~er platoons, and medium 
and heavy helicopters for movement of artillery and supplies. Armed 
helicopters were utilized to conduct reconnaissance by fire in support of 
opez:ations. The 9th Avn Bn provided general support to the division and 
responded to requests from units in contact for close support and troop 
lifts. II FFORCEV supported the di vision by providing an average of 1 • 4 5 
assault helicopters and ~-...o (2) CH-47's for resupply~ artillery movement 
and troop lifts daily (See Inclosure 19 9 9th Avn Bn's ORLL). 

m. (C) Cbemioal Operations. 

( 1) E63 Manpack Personnd Detector (MPD)(People Sniffer): 

(a) During the reporting period there were 23 MPD missions flown for 
a total of 38 hours. All missions were flown using UB-1 aircraft. Re­
sults were reported to the division G2 for inclusion in their compilation 
of intelligence indications. Total flying time during the previous quar­
ter ( 1 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 68) was 83 hours cove,ring 62 missions. This rep­
resents • 55" decrease in useage of the MPD. The primary reason for this 
quarter's decrease was the non-availability of aircraft due to the tacti­
cal situation during the Tet Offensive and the following weeks. 
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(b) Problems ere still being encountered with maintenance of the MPD. 
The MPD required about two hours of maintenance for each hour that it 
fWlotionedo This high ratio is due to the intricate pre and poet-flight 
maintenance requirements~ constant inspe~vion~ repair of minor parts and 
non-availability of parts. The largest einel~ problem area encountered 
this quart~r has been the non-availability of repair parts coming in from 
CONUS, Thie parte' deficien~y problem has caused del~ya upward of two 
months, keeping MP.Ce from returning to a functioning status. 

(2) Riot Control Agent Operations: 

(a) During the reporting period there \oiere eight missions flown 
utilizing bulk CSc Over 26i 500 poW'ld.s wttre drOplJed covering over 150 
heotareso There were five missions flown utilizing the E158 CS Canister 
Cluster, employing 54 E158 munitions. There were two mi&Hions flown 
utilizing tne M5 CS Dispenser which disseminated over 360 pounds of bulk 
CS. The most significant employments were: 

1 5 Feb 68: 30 E156 CS munitions were dropped in support of a 41st 
Ranger (ARVN) operation in the Cholon area.. at XS 792868 to XS 795871 P as 
directed by CO}lUSMACV, The drop was nvt exploited by the RanBers; there­
fore? results are r,ot known as to the effectiveness of the CS in the area. 

2 21 Mar 68~ 30 drums of bulk CS were d.t'opped in the vicinity of XS 
996596~ XS 996577, and YS 021578 in the Rung Sat area in support of a 
V1etnamese Marine waterborne beach assaulto The CS was dropped in the 
late afternoon; therefore!, due to very poor climatic conditions present 
( warm thermal air c-urrente rising off the groWld). most of the agent was 
lost tc the ~tmosphereo 

.2. 25 Mar '68~ Six E158 munitions were drop:ped from UH-1 aircrafts at 
XS 254547 t in support of 2~39 Info The VC were in fortified defensive 
positions, i.~. bunk~rs, along a wooded stream line. After the munitions 
were dropped, the VC abandoned their bunkers and fled. expos1ng them­
selves to artillery,. gunship airstrikea and ground infantry fire. The 
results were 15 VC l<BA (BC) and 2 VC KIA (~), 

! 25 Mar 68 Usrng an M5 dispenser 0 180 pounds of bulk CS were 
dropped over an 1Heu approximately ten meters wide and five kilometers 
long, at XS 370400 to 425400, to restrict the enemy us~ of suspected re­
coilless rifle sitesJ Results are unknowni however~ the aircraft drew 
automatic weapons 1 fire duri.Jl8 the mission. 
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2 11 Apr 68: Eight E158 munitions were dropped from t:ra-1 aircraft 1 

at XS 181550 9 in support of 2-39 Inf. The VC were. occupyin~ well forti­
fied defensive positions, i.e. bunk.era, along a wooded stream line. 
After the CS was dropped 9 the VC abandoned their positions and fled into 
the open where infantry killed five VC (BJ). 'ilie ~-39 Inf swept the area 
killing 19 more VC (:OC)p and gunship fire killed another six VC (BJ). 

(b) On 17 Apr 68: The 9th Inf Div Chemical Section held a conference 
for all chemical officers in ~ACV. Ten drums of bulk C3 were dropped at 
XS 703673 to XS 707677 using a ne'W explosive burstf .. an, &. new fuse bomb 
~esigned to blow CS drums at pre-set heights-of-bur~t. The primary ad­
vantage of a pre-set fuae, for a specifi~ height-of-burst, is that the 
agent will be disseminated as close to ground level as posaible, thereby 
losing less agent into the atmosphere. Only 10 units were tested out of 
120 unite that were received. Further testing and evaluation will be con­
ducted throl,l8hout the next reporting period, and the reeults will be re­
ported in the next ORLL, Since this drop was a test of a new munition 9 

there was no tactical requirement for the drop. However, due to a strong 
downwind drift,the local population in Ben Luc was made somewhat uncom­
fortable by the CS. There were no incapacitating effects reported. The 
distance from the target area to Ben Luc is approximately 10 kilometers. 

(c) The 4.2 Cartridge CS XM630 round is proving to be an effective 
munition when used L. close support of troops. furing the reporting 
period~ 52 rounds were expended in a 1st Bde operation against VC in 
bunkers. The VC were forced to abandon the bunkers, and US ground troops 
inflicted moderate CQSualties. CS is an effective means of flus}.J.ng the 
enemy from entrenched and fortified positionso 

(d) The 40 MM CS XM651 round for the M-79 launcher is presently be­
ing t~sted and evaluat~d in Vietnam. No detailed reports have come into 
this section yet on the effectiveness of this CS munition. Howe'ter, one 
short report received from the 2d 13de states that they are using the 40mm 
round 1n a du.al role: firsti the a~nt flushed the enemy from fortified 
~ositions, and secondly, the dense cloud served as a spotting round for 
gunships in the area. The 40mm CS round gives ground troops an on-the­
spot capability to employ CS at any given time. 

le) Observations: 

l Bulk CS is best used when disseminated as close to the ground as 
possible. The higher above ground that the agent is disseminated 1 the 
less effective it is likely to be due to d.issipativn in the atmosphere. 
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2 The M5 Dispe;:ieer has p1.-oven to be 1m e!'fect1ve means of CS dia~emi­
nation over linee.r type targets, 'rhis system is effective beCRUSe it dis­
seminates the agent ten to twenty feet off the groWldo More agent is 
placed onto the target, and less is lost into the atmosphere, 

(3) ~fol111tiono 

(a) During the reporting period there were no defoliation missions 
.flown by the 9th In!' Div Chemical Sectiono Initial requests for local 
province chief's approval that were submitted in Jan 68p have not yet 
been returned. One request has been approved in Long Khanh Province with 
ar. estimated spraying time of December of this yearo The long delay be­
tween request approval and aotud spraying is due to the faot that de­
foliation is most effective whon carried out after the rainy season - dur­
ing the peak growing periodo 

(b) The section is currently reviewing all areas that have been 
submitted lib possible defoli.tion areaso An attempt is being made to 
submit new areas and to downgrade old areas that are no longer considered 
necessary to the defoliation plano 

(c) Large areas in the Rung Sat have been defoliated this quarter by 
the 7th Air Force under their Trail Dust programo The Air Force flys these 
missions with C-123 "Ranch Hand" aircrafto The 9tl, Inf Div Chemical Sec­
tion receives a teletype message once a montt with tne coordinates of the 
areas defoliatedo 

(4) Enemy CBR Activity: 

( a) There have ~en n<:: significant enemy CBR activities within the 
9th Inf fuv TAOl during the past three monthso G2 reported that during a 
planned attack on M:, Thor on 20 Apr 66~ an asphyxiating gas would be used 
against friendly troopso However, the attack never came about. 

(b) The enelllj" p~obably does not possess the capability for CBR war­
fare with possi ':lly the exception of the employment of a R1ot Control Agent 
Silch as C'S. 
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2. (C) Section 2,. Leuone Learned: COllllllanders 1 Cbservations 1 Evalua­
tions and Recommendations. 

&c (U) Personnel. 

(1) Preparation of Marnina Report and Personnel Information Roster. 

OBSERVATION. Special f'Jrpose Teams are periodically needed to assist 
•mits in preparation of Morning Reports o.nd l'ersoMel Information Rosters. 

EVALUATION. The Morning Repa-t is furnished to this headquarters daily 
and is the basis for reflecting the official daily persoMel status of the 
report lng organization. It is also the source of data for official strength 
and all other statistical reports produced cy this headquar~ers, The 
Personnel Information Roster is a monthly roster listing basic information 
on all officer arx1 enlisted personnel assigned to each unit of the division. 
It is also a means of communication betwean the Personnel Services Division 
and a commander or staff supervisor concerning personnel management activ­
ities. Lack of knowledge and a disinterest among units resulted in erron­
eO\.la information, improper remarks, and late submissions of these reports. 
Also attributed to this is the recent loss of administrative personnel 
who were knowledgeable of the requirements and contents of these reoorts. 
However, there has been an improvement shown in the qualit7 of Morning 
Reports due to increased command emphasis. 

RECOMMENDATION. That AG Special Purpose Teams be organized and sent 
to divisional units to assist personnel in preparation of Morning Reports 
and Personnel Information Rosters. 

(2) Maintenance of Daily Statistica - Infantry and Armor MOSC 1 s. 

OBSERVATION. Inventories of enlisted M0S 1 s are normally furnished by 
the• Administrative Machine Branch of the Personnel Services Div1sion. Thia 
information is obt&ined from unit Morning Reports submitted oy units in 
the field. MOS inventories are prepared and distributed once month!). The 
primary user of the XOS inventroy is the Personnel Management Branch. The 
information is used for determining overages and shortages in units by grade 
and MOS, requisitioning and assigning personnel, and furnishi."lg information 
t.o COIJIDl,9.nders relative to assigned s1.re11[t.h. 

EVALUATION. Timely receipt of unit llorning R3ports is often.difficult 
due to distance betwefln headquarters. This delay in M:>rning Reports re­
sults in incomplete data for the automatic data proce::.sing sy:;;tem. Pro­
jected EDCSA's far gains and losses also present an unrealistic picture 
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of MOS and strer~h status. Use of automatic data processing equipment 
in strength accounting f.aves man-hours and provides accuracy through 
mechanical checks. However, the reporting system which provides data for 
the automatic processing equipment does no~ allow for timely and up-t~ 
date statistics required in managing personnel in a combat situation. 
This is especially true with 1nfar.try and armor MOs•s where the strerui;th 
picture may change drastically from one day to the next. 

RECOMMENDATION. That PersoMel se.-vices Division, AG, maintain up­
to-ds.te statistical data on 11 Series Y.0S 1 s manually utilizing casualty 
reports, consolidated assignment orders, and daily hospital admission .llXI 
disposition blotters, 

(3) Kedical Assistance to Loctl Vietnaroese Hospitals. 

OES::.:iiVATICN" Consideration must be ~iven to providing appropriate 
medical facilities for treatment or civilian casualties during sustained 
fighting. 

EVALUATION. During the re,;:ent Tet Offensive, man;.; civilian casualties 
were sustained as a result of the heavy fighting in MY Tho, The provin­
cial hospital with its W1dermanned staff proved inadequate in handling 
these mass casualties during the first few days of fighting. In an 
effort to provide a&sistance, the DLvision Surgeon and a small hospital 
staff was sent to My The to cornple .. ,ent the undermanned Vietnames-a .nedical 
staff" Uithin a iew days over 900 patients had been treated and almost 
~00 surgical procedures had been performed. 

RECOMH.ENDATIONo That Vietnamese provincial hospital staffs be instruc­
ted in mass casualty procedures by local US medical units where feasible, 

b. (C) Operations 

(i) Use of SupFortine, Fires, 

OBSERVATION. Recent contacts .. "1th VC/NVA forces by 3d Bcie units have 
indicated the enemy has shifted the location of bunker pv:;1.1,.~11.; froni 
vege~ated areas, the site most often selected in the past, to positions 
just forward of tree lines and other areas affording natural conces.lment, 
Normally bunkers are now constructed in the line of paddy dikes immediately 
forward of vegetated areaso 
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R£G()M}l};NJATION. Supporting fires should be directed against both the 
natural f0li1ge in an objective area and the areas adjacent to am for­
ward of wood lines and rdppa palm groves. Rice paddy dikes boruering 
vegetated areas should be selected as primary targets. 

(2) Use of Moving Target Detection Radar in Conjunction with Ground 
Forces. 

OB.3ffiV ii.TION. The TP.S 25 moving target detection radar can be employed 
in conjunction with ground forces to locate, fix and destroy the enenv. 
This concept is particularly suited to interdiction operations along majo~ 
land and water l.OC' s. 

EVALUATION. The 3d Brigade has tested the TPS 25 racl..i.r in conjunction 
with ground forc6s to identify and destroy enemy targets in Long An Pro­
vince. The test was conducted with a battalion - sized maneuver force 
operating from a field base and the following considerations developed: 

(a) Successful pursuit and location of eneicy forces is difficult at 
best during the day ar¥i nearly :impossible at night, The radar has 
detected numerous eneiey troop concentrations at night, and artillery fire 
has been successfully directed against such targets, 

(b) Navigation for a friendly pursuing element at night is extre~el.y 
difficult as maps cannot be used and direction must be maintained by use 
of compass readings based on azimuths obtained by radar operators. 

(c) The technique of moving to a p1·edetermined point and ambushing 
a target traveling in a known riirection is enhanced when used in con­
junction with the TP.:; ~5 radar. 

(d) The radar can be used to vector a unit into ambush locations 
and provide flank eec1.1rity during the moveo 

R.r;cC}J,~tWATION. That. a TP.3 25 radar be made readily available for 
each brigade utilizing forces no larger than company size deployed 
thra~ghout the brigade area to establish ambushes at locations selected 
by radar sightings. The TPS 25 radar should be operated and controlled 
by Divisicri ArtiLi.ery wcrldr.,: closely with the br:,-:::-1° mane1•ver ele!"e~ts, 

(3) Anti-Intrusion Device, AN/PSR-1 and AN/GSS-9. 

OB.5ERVii.TION. The anti-intrusion device can be effectively employed 
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in orga.~izing a defensive position. The proper employment and utilization 
of the anti-intrusion device can substantially bolster the early warning 
system of 3 perimeter defense. 

EVALUATION, The AN/PSR-1 has been eHecuvely used in both the FSIPB 
location at Binh Fhuoc and rece11tly at a forward field location - FS/FB 
Jager l~S J54490). At the latter location it was employed at a 400-500 
meter distance and effectively monitored per~onnel attempting to infil­
trate on two specjric occasions. One problem encountered was the 
r113quirement for burying wire approximately six inches :>eneath the surface 
when APC• s are going to be employed in the area, 

RECOl-'.¥.E:mATION. H, C, anti-intrusion devices should be used to the 
maximum ex.tent by units in a defensive posture to add depth to the position. 

{4) ~ :nfrared Search Light. 

OBSERV,lTION. The use of the infrared search light has greatly 
reduced the amount of illuminations used over suspected VC positions, and 
it has proven to ce invaluable to both the ambush patrol and the defensive 
perimeter when used in conjunction with organic infrared detection devices. 

EVALUATION. For the last two montps, the infrared search light mounted 
on the Ml.51 jeep by the 5-60 Inf (K) has been used extensively both in 
perimeter defense and on ambush patrols. When used in perimeter defense, 
the infrared binoculars and the infra.red periscope on the MllJ APC prove 
very ~ffective in scanning the area. With the infrared search light 
mounted on a quarter ton truckj it can easily be moved within the perimeter 
to react to any situation. When loaded on a cargo carrier, it can accom-­
pany the mechanized unit, This enables the xeon search light to displace 
and provide an infrared capability to areas inaccessiole to wheeled 
vehicles, This capability enables the battalion to greatly extend its 
areas of operations by interdicting and ambushing roads, trails, water­
ways and crossing points. 

RECOMM&NDATION. Tnat infrared search lights be made part of the T 0 
and E of the mechanized battalion. or that such equipment be made readily 
available for OPCON to such units. 

(5) Utilization of Wire Teams. 

OBSERVAT.1.~N. '"he 9th Signal Battalion is authorized eight five-man 
cable te~ by Ml'OE. Upon employment in Vietnam, it was initially 
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believed that these teams would not be utilized to their fullest capacity; 
however, subsequent evaluation has indicated that these teams are fully 
oommitted although in a modified mission. 

EV'ALUATION, Doctrine calls for the eight cable 4,eamo assigned to 
the Signal Support Operations Company to install, maintain, and recover 
spiral four cable. Normally this cable is installed from division main 
to each of the brigades, support command, and Division Forward if , 
employed. In Vietnam it is not feasible to install spiral four beyond 
base camp locations; consequently, the cable teams have been employed 
in a different method, Cable teams have the responsibility for tho 
internal defense wiring of baae camps at Bearoat, Dong Tami and Tan An. 
Cable teams are also employed at Dong Tam and Tan An to install and 
maintain base camp communication lines on a 24 hour basis. On large 
commun:ica1ion operations, cable teams supplement company wire teams 
during initial installation and recovery procedures. Altho1.1gh not 
employed ae prescribed by doctrine, the cable teams of the 9th Signal 
Eatt9lion are extensively used and are an intee;x-al and important part 
o! the division communications eystem. 

RECOMMEh1>ATION, That the eight cable teams not be deleted from 
the Signal Battalior. MTOE as experience has shown a critical require­
ment for these teems in Vietnam today. 

(6) The JITTERBUG Concept. 

OBSERVATION, The JITTF.RBTJG Concept, when properly employed1 io 
a highly effect:tve p:r-ocedure and oonserves troop stre~h and flexi­
bility o 

EVALUATION, The JITTEfil3UG Concept is a four--,step procedure used to 
loca~es fix, develop and finally destroy an enemy target. With abso­
lutely no pre-reconnaiesa.~ce 1 the Commaad and Control (C & C) aircraft 
of the maneuver element and an LFT enter an AO, Working as a team, 
they attempt to confirm intelligence target locations or locate new 
targetso When a target is located, five of the troop-lift aircraft 
{already loaded and airborne) are inserted to engage the target. If 
oonta:t is made or enemy movement out of the area is detected, s second 
set of five lift ships is inserted to block enelllY evasion tactics. A3 
the situation develops, additional troop lifts of five or ten aircraft 
are inserted. :By not committing the airmcbile maneuver elements until 
a definite target has been located, troop strength is conserved and 
the flexibility to react to any enemy move is retained. 

RR:OMME:fll!TION. That maneuver battalions and ai:nnobile helicopter 
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companies bft made aware of this t e,,.-:hnique. 

(7) RRF on Strip Alert \lhen SUppor~-:d by Air Cavalr.y Troop, 

OBSEl!.VJiTION. It is imperativl! to have P.t least a company size 
ra11H reaction force (RRF) on strip alert ·.,hen supported by an air 
cavalry troop. 

EVALUATION. Unless at least a company size force is on strip alert, 
the opportunities afforded to a brigade or ba~talion by an air cavalry 
troop cannot be fuliy exploited. The first element to be oollllJ!itted will 
be the aero riile platoon, organic to the air oavalr--1 troop. lt a 
significant contact is established and a sizeable reaction force is 
n,,t availableg the troop commander has no altemative but to extract. 
These ci:roumetanoee result in the wasteful loss of a lucrative target, 

RECOMMENDATION: That all uni ts rets...:..1 a rifle company on strip alert 
whenever supported by or supporting an air cavalry troop. 

(8) Secure Comnnmications on Operations Keyed to Fresh Intelligence. 

OBSEl!.VATION, Operations keyed on intelligenoe not more than 24 hours 
oJ.d require constant "secure" comm1J11ications \>1.th maneuver battJJlions. 

EVALUATION. Reacting to intelligence repo.cte or sightings generated 
during the previous 24 hours requires that the assets available, nature 
of the target, and comwmd guidance be transmitted by secure means. This 
is often neces1:1ary during the hours of darkness when courier airoraft are 
not availableo Plans mu.et be transmitted back to the brigade headquarters 
to fac:.Uitate. further s.ipport coordination. These transmissions could 
compromise the entire operation if not handl~d on sec\U'.'e commwtlcations. 

REI:OMMENDATION. It is recommended that all commanders recognize the 
importance of and utilize secure collllliUl'UCations to discuss aud oonfirm 
their 24 hour cycle operations. Command emphasis lllW!lt be placed on 
the inetallationp maintenance 9 and utilization of secure voice commt'.lli­
catione if its real value is ever to be recognized and fully exploited. 

(9) Use of CS Against Bunkers. 

OBSERVATION. Employment of CS against fortified fighting positions 
caused the enemy to abandon the poei tione and expose hime.,.lf to friendly' 
fires. 
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EVALUATION. Dw-ing several offensive operations against well con­
structed/fortified fighting pooitione, the employment of CS 40mm grenades 
has dislodged ene1111 personnel from the positions when artillery al¥1 other 
indirect fires could not. This does not imply that artillery- or air­
strikes are not effective against well constructed fortifiea positions. 
N\ither Joes it imply that CS employment is the most effective means of 
driving P.nemy forces from bunkers. The employment of 40mm CS grenades 
complemented all fires Jirected against the positions and caused th~ 
ene~ to become confused and desperate, not only to evade the friendly 
·force:,, but also the irritant agent. The CS grenade employed by +,he 40mta 
grenade launcher affords the commander the capability of employing CS 
at a long (300 meters) and close ra.nge. Presently the L.Om CS grenade 
is an "Insure" item. 

RECJMMENDATIONS. (a) That. the 40mm CS grenade be classified as 
a "Standard" item, and a basic load be determined and issued. 

(b) Further_. that during the interim period (pending standard­
ization) more 40mm CS grenades be issued to afford maximum use. 

(10) F.mplo;yment of Armed Propaganda Teamso 

OBSl!llVATIIJN. Armea propaganda teams enhance both psychological 
operations and intelligence collection efforts. 

EVALUATION. An armed propaganda team was employed in support of 
the 2d Brigade du!'ing combat operations conducted in Kien Hoa Province. 
The team made valuable contributions not only in the PS~OP ar~a but 
also in the intelligence collection effort. On several occaSions timely 
and acc1.1rate intelligence was provideu by the team after thei. interro­
gation of local civilians. The intellieenc6 collected resulted in the 
brigade establishing contact with the ene:m.r. 

RECOMMENDATION. That an armed propaganda team be attached to the 
2d Brigade. 

(ll) Hull Defilade of APC 9 s. 

OBSmlVATION. Ir. several battles the Viet Cong's RPG rocket launcher 
has proven !.o be a great- ec~uilizer when us:!d at close range against 
AFC• s. Any time a mechanized unit is to remain in a defensive or static 
position for any length of time, all tracks should occupy a hull defilade 
position. 
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EVALUATION. APC 1 s in hull defilade are extremely difficult targets 
for RPG' s or other direct fire weapons; moreover_, the dE:filade position 
places the main fire power (the .50 cal ID) of the APC at ground level, 
permitting effectivo long range grazing fire against any ground at.t...cu:k. 
Even though hull defiladf' is highly recommended am. a proven method, 
during the monsoon and high water season, it is impractical. 

RECOMMENDATION. Whenever terrain and weather permit, all APC• s 
should be placed in hull defilade, This not only makes the APC l~ss 
vulnerable to small arms and rocket fire, but also strengthens the 
defensive position" During the monsoon season revetments must be 
constructed. 

(12) Traffic Control. 

OB.:5@VATIOiL Traffic control points must beset up whenever engineer 
work parties are repairing interdictions. 

EVALUATION. During the period immediately following the Tet 01'­
fensi·•e, daily engineer work parties were required to rtpair serious 
interdictions along the major Uelta artery, Highway ~L 4. Civilian 
traffic would follow the work parties right up to the interdiction and 
severely hamper the work effort while making evacuation of the area 
impossible ir. the event of eneuzy harassing activity. Often the civilian 
vehicles would attempt to negotiate the interdiction and become stuck 
or disabled. This would result in additional lost time and effort to 
remov~ the v~hicle~ 

RECOMKENDATION. That whenever a operation of this type is necessary;, 
traffic control points consisting of Military Police in conjunction 
with Vietnamese Police be set up to prevent the movement of any civilian 
traffic until all interdlctions have be~n repaired. 

(13) Constru~tion of Bunkerso 

OBSffiVATICN. Savings in-money and engineer effort can be achieved 
by using revetment walls instead of sandbags for many types of protective 
shelters. 

EVALUATION. It has been standard usage in Vietnam to construct 
above ground protective shelters with sandbags over a wood frame. 
Bunkers constructed with sand filled timber revetting walls afford equal 
or greater protection and result in saving the difference between the 
cost of tht: lumber and sandbags, take less time to construct and there 
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is no replacement cost tor res&ndbagging periodically. The wood revetted 
shelter is particularl.. cl'J+.able for semi-permanent base C&l!lpB in the 
Delta. It ie important l hat engineer technical aeaistance be utilized 
to insure adequate design a.-id construction. 

RECOMY.ENDATION. " ~t orotective shelters be constructed where 
feasible with revetment~ ltl.l.a rather than sandbags. 

(14) Aerial ~elivery of Bridge i.rection Boat. 

OBS!RVATION. The most efficient use of the Chinook alrcratt in 
transporting the bridge erection boat is achieved by airlifting in its 
assembled configuration. 

EVALUATION. On previous missions, the boat has been airlifted in 
two sorties, one for the bow section and one for the stern section. It 
is more efficient to assemble the boat and lift it in its assembled 
state in one lift. The pilots of the Chinook aircra.f't agree that the 
assembled 6800 pound load flew better tha.n the two· sorties. 

~DATION. That when the 27 foot bridge erection boa.t is 
airlifted, it be done in an assembled configuration in one sortie. 

(15) Bees Hindering Clea.ring Operation. 

OBSl!JlVATION. Protective measures against bees must be planned 
for ~leari."lg operations. 

tvALUATION. Several times during jungle clearing operations, 
areas of the jungle to be cleared could not be ent,red !lecauee o: the 
high density of bees in the area. Several individuala werP casualties 
from numerous bee stings. Operatars were· instructed to roll down their 
sleeves, wear gloves, and war their mosquito headnets in these arear.. 
In addition the clearing team carried portable flame thrower, and stocks 
of napalm fuel as the best weapon to use against tbe bees. 

IU'.CQfJ!ENDATION. That land clearing teams take the protective 
measures outlined above. 

(16) Viet Ccng Operating l' achniques ::.n the De+ta. 

OB!illlVATION. During the reporting period many valuable lessons 
were learned about the Viet Cong operating methods in the Delta. 
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EVALUATION. 

(a) VC ambushee am h&raaeing operations against engineer work 
parties occurred daily and consisted of firing fran concealed positions 
with no attempt to attack or overrun the work parties. In almost every 
instance the ambushea were triggered by detonating a mine ·•mer a lead 
security APC or a lead engineei· vehicle or disabling the '" .lcle with an 
RPG. Once the convoy was halted, the remainder of the convoy w8uld be hit 
with small arms and automatic weapons fire. 

(b) Elctensive use was m&de by the VC of command detonated mines. 
The best method of neutralizing them was found to be the use of sweep 
teams in the rice paddiea searching for the wires which were often poorl,y 
concealed. 

(c) Following the Wl.res frcm mines which were detonated and others 
which were not, revealed that the VC would. place the mines in the road at 
a point where a dike ie perpendicular to the road. The VC could then move 
several hurdred meters away fran the road along the dike and sight down 
the dike, detonating the mine as the vehicle moved into his line of 
sight. Another method that was detected was the use of a piece of bamboo 
or other suitable stick paced vertically on a dike and used as an aiming 
stake in the s&me rnaMer. Caution must be exercised when following wires 
as th& VC will frequently employ grenade booby traps· along the wire. 

(d) Occasionally pressure type mines were used. These were placed 
along the shoulders of the road or put in the bottan of freshly blown 
craters, designed to d.etonate when the fill material was Jumped into 
the crater. 

{e) Dilring the initial stages of Operation PEOPLE' 5 ROAD, the VC did 
not booby trap their mines. As the engineers began detecting and removing 
more and more of the mines, the VC began to booby trap them. In all caaee 
the booby traps consisted of gi-enades placed under the mines with the pin 
pulled. ,,,,.h that detonation would occur upon movement of the mine. 

(f) Other booby traps were employed il'¥1ividually &1'¥1 in road blocks. 
All booby traps .found during Oparation PEOPLE'S ROAD were grenades either 
with a trip wire on the pin or the pin removed and a weight holding the 
h&Mle do'WT\. 

(g} The presence of Vietrui.mese civilians in no way limit-,d the VC 
harassing operation. In nany instances civilian casualties resulted. from 
vr ambushes 0f enginP.P.]"' WC"k r>"·~·t lf:'c•, 
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(h) Occasionally the VC wait until the daily mine sweep team has 
paseed and then emplace the mines in the road, generally 1n the loose fill 
of a fresh crater. 

~OMMllmATION. That the above information receive widest d;issemina­
tion. 

c. (C) Training, 

(1) Ground Surveillance Radar Training. 

OBSmVATION. Ground surveillance radar, when used in a defensive 
situation, has p.roven invaluable for early waming. The major problem 
is a lack of qualified and trained operators. 

EVALUATION. The average infantryman can become very proficient with 
ground surveillance radar equipment with a minimum amount of training. 
The use of radar greatly strengthens the defense by prov:Lding early warn­
ing and detecting movements to the front which would otherwise go unob­
served. Trained radar operators down to the rifle platoon level would 
strengthen defensive positions. The normal manner of radar employment is 
to have the radar accompany ambushes to permit long range interdiction of 
avenues of approach, lines of colllllIWlication, roads, and waterways, there­
by greatly extending the area under friendly control during the hours of 
darkness. 

RECOJwlMENDATION. All infantrymen should receive ground surveillance 
radar training to insure continued radar surveillance when school trained 
operators are not available. 

(2) AViator Proficiency for Night Combat SupPort Operations. 

O::SSEEVATION. The· influx of numerous inexperienced aviators during 
the months of Nov and Dec 67, created an aura of doubt in ·the minds of 
aviation commanders es to the capability of the unit to meet its night 
combat support mission requirements. 

EVALUATION. Company A is the 9th Inf Div's sole ai:rmobile inhouse 
asset; therefore, the unit must neoeeserily be responsive to all the 
diVision•s needs, particularly tactical emergencies, day or night. A 
night training program was initiated to provide each aviator with a thor­
o~ night orientation flight in the division TAOR. In addition, a pro­
gram was developed· to train aviators in night formation. flights which were 
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to be coupled with security force ar,d patrol insertions and extractions. 
Subsequ~nt night operations were conducted in support of divlsional units 
in conta~t with the enemy 1 and barring a few minor operational problems 
(problems generally localized in the area of appropriate illumination in 
PZ 1s), all missions were successfully completed. Initial estimates of 
aviator proficiency were somewhat conservative. Company A r9aponded to 
night. -:.actieel commitments in a typically outstanding fashion. 

RECOMHENDATION, Aviator night corabat training will continue to be an 
area of command interest 9 and when possiblep appropriate night training 
will be oonduc.ted, Further 9 it is anticipated that pathfinders will be 
employed in future night tactical operations to improve illumination end 
traffic con+.rol in PZ 1 s & LZ'sc 

do {C) Intelligence. 

(1) Engaging Targets Detected by Per$onnel Detection Missions. 

OESERVA'!'ION, When a target is detected on a 11people sniffer" (PS) 
missionr a delay of from 15 to 60 minutes is often incurred while awaiting 
clearance to have the gunships or artillery in the target area" The past 
procedures have been to drop smoke on the target to identify the target 
and circle the area W1til the arrival of an artillery forward observer or 
until clearance is granted for the gunships to fire. 

EVALUATIONo The droppr,5f smoke and the circling of the target area 
by the gunships and sniffe: aircraft alerts the enemy that he ha.a been 
spotted, and the delay inv lved in getting clearance to fire affords the 
eneey time to evacuate the area or seek better cover. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. (a) That smoke only be dropped on targets in a free 
fire zone where the targets can be immeci.iately engaged by the gunships or 
artilleryo 

(b) ~.en the area to be covered has not been declareci a free fire 
zone; that the following procedures be followed: 

1 Areas of maximum readings be marked by the navigation stdp and 
clearance to fire be requested while the ships continue their normal 
flight plan. This would be repeated each time a target is detected. 

_g_ Upon completion of the entire area of eearchp the PS aircraft would 
be released while the navigation ship and gunships would return to the 
targets for which clearance to fire had been granted, and condur.t a low 

Page 67 

CONFlDE:NTl~L l 



AVIlE-MH 
SUBJECT: 

CONf\DENTlAL 
12 May 68 

Operational Report or 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending 
~O April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 

level search, immediately engaging any targets sighted. 

(2) MI Detachment Language Capability. 

OBSERVATION. The 9th MI Detech!:Jent is hampered by a lack of Vietnam.eae 
linguist capability. 

EVALUATIO!i. ARVN interpreters presently assigned to the 9th Ml 
Detachment provide the only dependoble linguist capability. US personnel 
who attended the 12 week Vietnamese course do not 1-ossess sufficient 
fluency in the language to be able to work without the assistance of an 
interpreter. PersoMel from the 47 veek course have a higher degree 
of ability with the language and with continued study and experience 
would reach a reasonable degree of self eui'ficiency within a month or two 
after arrival in Vietnam. Experience has proven on occasions that cer­
tain sources will not work through an ARVN interpreter. 

RECOMMENDATION. A cwu.mum of one of every three Intelligence Corps 
agents assigned to the 9th Ml Detachment should be graduates of the 47 
week Vietnamese LSI18Uage Course of the Defense L8l'J8U.8&'8 Institute. Ideally, 
all agent personnel should be langwqJe qualified. 

(;) Intelligence through Civil Affairs Program. 

OBSERVATIONS. A great deal of enemy information is gained during 
MEDCAPS or through the visit to villaees by PsYWAR tealll8 and S-5 Pers0llllel. 

EVALUATlONo To use Civil Affairs Programs to gain intelligence 
information, there 1DUSt be close coordination between S-2 and s-5. Max­
imum exploitation of the civil populace as an intellitence source will 
be ettained if intelligence trained rmd/or briefed personnel actually 
participate on NEDCAfS and face to face FSl'wAR programs. 

RECOMMENDATIGH. That intelligence trained and/or prie!ed persoMel 
participate on MEDCAPS and all other Civil Affairs Programs that will 
bring them into contact with the civilian populace. 

(4) Reliable Spot Reports. 

OBSERVATION. Reliable SJ)ot reports are reports generally rated B-3 
or better by US Forces. This is a significantly reliable report that 
eneoy forces are loceted in the area reported. 

EVALUATIO?l. US manu.ever units are capable of reacting to ne.,, air­
t1obile assault missions on a dead run with a frllg order thst can be 
delivered orally in a few minutes time. Reliable reports are received 
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anywhere from one hour to 48 hours after the event initiating the report 
occurs. 

(5) Air to Ground Surveillance. 

OBSERVATION. The uee of the mounted starlight scope on a UH-1D has 
greatly increased the capability to restrict VC movement by night. The 
device is p~rticulary u~eful in the surveillance ,f VC travel on major 
rivers and canals. Over 300 sampans have been uestroyed as a direct 
result of the use of these devices. The employment of stariight scopes 
in air to ground surveillance has primarily been used in the Binh Chanh, 
Nha Be and Can .Giuoo Districts where VC sampan travel is the greatest·. 
The UH-1D employs 2 observers, and 2 intelligence officers who have 
pre-cleared areas of fire and have direct communications with clearing 
units in the areas. The observers pick up a target, and the officer 
identifies it. The target is then cleared. anci f'ngaged with artillery or 
gunships. 

EVALUATION. The use of the system of night surveillance has proven 
effective in denying the YC their one major asset. The amount of sampan 
activity has been reduced greatly, and the amount of supplies lost is 
felt to be a major contributing factor in the failure of the VC 2d 
oifensive to commence. 

RECOMMENDATION. The UH-1D used in this role be equipped with a 
xeon searchlight to assist in identifying the target for supporting 
gunships. The UH-1D should have permr.nent mounts to assist in providing 
a stable support for the scopes. 

(6) Possible Compromise of Projected Combat Operations. 

OBSERVATIO~. E:arly coordinat1on and dissemination of operation 
plans and orders may tend to provide the enemy with advance/ade4uate warn­
ing of the intended AO or target. 

EVALUATION. The Mobile Riverine Force operates throughout the central 
Mekong Delta as a mobile striking force seeking targets developed by 
timely and effective intelligence. As such, the 2d Brigade does not have 
& specific tactical area of operation and is therefore required to effect 
coordination for AO' s and specified strike zones. Early coordination a.nd 
dissemination of this information, prior to the canmitment of friendly 
forces, is a particular di3advantage because it allow& adequate time fer 
enemy forces to e,cit the ~ea or .prepare to defend against the introduction 
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of friendly forces into the AO, In addition the desired flexibility for 
camnitting forces tn any area of operation selected/designated, as a result 
of immediate and concrete intelligence, is unobtainable e1ue to the coordin­
ation required. 

e. (C) logistics. 

(1) Maintenance of the ¥.ask, Protective, Field, ABC M-17, 

OBS~VATION. Recent reports have indicated that the Protective 
Mask, ABC M-17, becomes iuaffective against Riot Control Agent (RCA) CS 
once the cheek filters become wet. 

EVALUATION. Twelve new ABC M-17 masks were obtained and 11 different 
test conditions were set up far each mask. One mask was used as a 
control mask and exposed only to normal atmospheric conditions. The test 
masks 'Wllre soaked in water from six to 24 hours per day to simulate dif­
ferent conditions in the Delta. Some masks were soaked in the water 
without the carrier; some were soaked in the carriers, and sane were 
placed in the waterproof plastic bags and then placed in the carrier arvi 
soaked. All masks were subjected to CS daily. The CS was produced fran 
E49 CS Tactical canisters which were axtrated from a recovered dud El 58 
IIUDition. The F,49 canister produced a cloud of CS for apprclaat~ six 
to 14 seconds. The masks that were tested with -wet filters did not 
protect the peraoMel against the cs. No air couk be drawn throllgh the 
filters, and the CS leaked in from the facepiece. The filters were then 
removed and allowed to dry from 12-24 hours each and tested with CS again. 
During each subsequent test performed with dried filters, test personnel 
were canpletely protected against the CS. It was also found that thtr M1 
waterproof Plastic Bag was an excellent means of keeping the mask dry 
from external moisture. 

RBCOMMENDAT!ON. That when the filters ot the A.BC ~17 mask become 
wet the' filters be removed and allowed to dry and then be rep1.aced. into 
the mask. That the M1 waterproof plastic bag be used to protect the 
ABC M-17 mask fran moisture as prescribed. That the ABC ~17 mask be 
worn in the prescribed shoulder or under-arm carry, inetead of the hip 
carry, in order to place the ciask as far above.a water source as ·possible. 

{2) Dnployment of the M-548 Cargo Carri~r. 

OBS!ltVA'J'ION. The M-548 full track cargo carrier is extremel.3 "'911 
suited for D3lta operations, and it has expedited combat supply. 
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EV AlUATION, It has been found that tr.e M-548 careo carrier wit '1 

its cross country mobility capabilities can greatly improve the combat 
resupply of line units. The vehicle is not restricted to roads; it has 
the ability to bypass road blocks and is capable of reaching locationR 
that were formerly inaccessible by any other means than air. The 5-60 
lnf(M) has employed these vehicles to great advantage. The vehicles 
assigned to the battalion support platoon transportation section were 
able to resupply the forward rifle companies from the battalion trains 
area located in Tan An South, to the wrlts operating in the vicinity of 
J.zy- Tho. Traveling across rice paddies and dike~ from the closest road­
wa:y5 the vehicles on a daily basis affected unit distribution directly 
to the rifle companies. 

RZC011<ENDATION. That maneuver battalions currently "perating in 
the Delta region without this vehicle be perMitted to request the M-548 
cargo carrier through appropriate channels when in the opinion of the 
battalion commander a need for the employment of this vehicle exists. 

(3) g~s11:ll.e \~ater Jugs. 

OBSERVATION. Five gallon water jugs ofter. collapse when filled to 
their capacity from the stress endured. 

!:!."VALUATIONc The plastic collapsible water jug permits maximum 
quantities of fluids to be transported in a container of minimum 
weight. However, the weight of the water causes considerable stress 
on the plastic material when the jugs are filled, which in turn sub­
sequently causes the tugs to collapse and break after frequent use. 
A two and one-half (2 2 ) gallon capacity collapsible jug, made of the 
same composition, would be more practical in terms of reducing the 
stress on the plastic material. 

R.E<:;OMMENDATION. That a two and one-half (2½) gallon capacity 
plastic water ,jug be procured for field use. 

(4) l.o_sistical Support for Armored Units. 

OBSERVATION. The logistical requirements of an armored cavalry 
squadron are uniq"~ j n an infantry division, and the type of infantry 
division found in I CTZ ~e.g. 101st Abn Div, 1st Cav Div (AM) a.nd 1st 
and 3d Mar Div) dex::s not have the necessary equipment or demand 
histories for parts to fully support such an organization, 

EVALUATION. 'I'ransfer of the 3-5 Cav to l CTZ has "i!sulted in a 
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degradation of the wtlt 1 & combat capability through a rising deadline 
rate. Tanka and armored personnel carriers (APC) are foreign to the 
1st Cav Div (AM} and the 101 st Abn Div, and the Marinedivieione have 
no APC 1s. Therefore, the organization of the support elelll9nts of these 
units has not. been readily adaptable to higher eschelon maintenance 
and services on armored cavalry vehicles. Replacement parts for these 
vehicles were practically non-existent upon 3-5 Cav 1s arrival in I CTZ. 
Thus, while a cavalry squadronpoHHSH great tactical mobility when 
in the shadow of its rather extensive logistical u,nbrell.a provided by 
its parent organization, a restriction is placed upon all capabilities 
of the squadron when it moves too far frOlll its logistical base. 

RECOMMENDATION. That when the Cav Pquadron is separated a great 
distance fl·an its parent unit to a location where no similar organi­
zation exists to provide required logistical support, commensurate 
maintenance support accompany the unit. This means that an appropriate 
maintenance element, complete with a reserve of parts on the authorized 
stockage list, must be placed in direct support of and move with the 
squadron. 

f. ( C) 01-ga.".ization, 

(1) (C), Detachment 9f Air Ca.~-Troo~. 

os:.~.1.- ·,i·r~l,: '7h.i c.i:t.a.cr~·nent of the Air Cavalry Troop (Troop D) 
from the J-5 Cav Squadron has resulte~ in a decrease in the ground 
capabilities of the squadron. 

EVALUATION: Due to the fluid and wide ranging nature of cavalry 
operations, the role of the air cavalry troop in the armored cavalry 
squadron cannot be satisfact~ily fulfilled by miscellaneous heUcoptera 
temporari~ in support of the squadron. The problems in canmancl and 
control have been solved by the attachment of four Olfi.2J•a, but the 
squadron tu.s experienced difficulty in finding the entt.ov, fixing him 
with light airmobile forces, and blocking or screening avenues of 
• Jress wit" aeria.J. 11.res until the combat power of the bulk of the 
tiquadron can be brought into play through_ground mobility. conversely, 
this ground m.:-.bility is also vital to the operations of tht, air troop, 
particularly the aero-rifle platoon. This element should not b6 employed 
outside the capability or f'orces in the area to react to heavy contact, 
and the squadron provides mare of that capability on an hour-tc-hour 
basis than other type unite. The concl118ion is that the squadron is the 
unit most able to utilize the capabilities of the air cavalry troop 
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while at the same time protecting the troop 1s vulnerabilities. 

RECOMMENDATION. That the air cavalry troop of the 3-5 Cav Squadron 
not be detached in the future, 

,. \ 
\•· . ('J) 

~;;,, ."i, ~·:_,;;, '~he '!t!-..... ierw.l .:attalicn , hotoeraphic facility has 
-:.::e uission of providi:1g all black and white photograph:lc coverage 
for the 9th Inf Div and attached units, except aerial photography. 
This coverage includes the shooting and processing of pictures of 
combat operations, both still lU¥i motion picture, public information 
functions, intelligence activities, accident investigations, and. 
identification photographs. The present MTOE calls for one officer, 
17 EM and 18 cameras, ten of which are still cameras, and the rest 
motion picture cameras. Processing service is provided through the 
use of one photographic darkroom group, AN/TF~7, with two still 
photographic lab specialists to process the film. 

E.VALUATION The present Ml'OE does not authorize the necessary 
personnel and proper equipment required to successfully accomplish 
the mission of this facility. For example, the type of cameras 
authorized are totally unsuitable for coverage of combat operations 
in the Republic of Vietnam. During combat operations cameras easily 
become damaged, and the existing :-epair facilities lack the necessary 
repair parts and qualified personnel to repair them. The one 35mm 
camera authorized, while suitable in size i:illd format, is too fragile 
for use in tactical situations. The other cameras, both 4x5 and 70mm 
combat cameras J are too bul~, cumbersone and fragile far use in combat 
operations. During ca:nbat operations black and white processing is 
hindered by a lack of equipment and shortage of lab specialists. The 
AN/TF~-7 is phyeically too small and lacks the adequate space and the 
.,ecessary equipment to reproduce the number of prints required by the 
d ~vision. It has been detftrlnined tha.t two still photographers and one 
~otion picture photographer should be assigned to each brigade as well 
as four photographers assigned to provide division base camp coverage. 
Due to the inadequacy of the ~OE to provide these personnel, prope.,. 
combat photographic coverage cannot be provided. • 

iillCOV.HENDATICN. (a) That the ~'.TOE be increased to provide nine 
still photographers, four motion picture photographersi six still 
photographic lab specialists and one office clerk. 

(b) That the authorized photographic equipment be changea to include 
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ten 35Dllll cameras with one 3511111l lens, one ~OIIDD lens and one 13511111 lens 
for each camera. The KS-5 motion picture camera should be deleted and 
four KS-10 1 s (16mm motion picture camerae) added, There should be three 
KS-i9's (camera, identification polaroid) am one view ~amera for studio 
work. The different typea of cameras are n~eded to fulfill the diversi­
fied missions assigned this section.. Processing equipment should be 
increased to allow three projection printers, two print d~-iers and one 
dust proof film drier, 

(c) An MTCE ,,,.as submitted ~n 4 Mar 68. 

g. (U) other. 

(1) Unsuitability of the KS-6 (70mm Combat Camera) for Tactical 
Dnplo;tment • 

OBSIBVATION. The 9th Inf Div Photographic Laboratory was issued the 
KS-6 prior to deployment to Vietnam. This earner& set includes three 
lens~s, and a flash unit. After one and one half years of utilization, 
the KS-l has been found to be totally unsuitable for combat photography 
in Vietnam. 

EVALUATION. The KS-6 ie designed to utilize 70mm film in fifty 
exposure casettes. It is necessary to carry an eroty casette for each 
full one carried to properly load the camera. Thi• cuts in half the amount 
of fi lin the photographer can carry with him, The camera is focused with 
a split-~e type rangefinder which is e~sily knocked out of adjustment. 
'.he focal plane shutter is made of cloth and is often torn or damaged 
causing • he camera to become inoperable. Combat phc-+.ographers operating 
in the Delta region are continually encounterinc. swamps, rice paddies, 
arr.i marshes, terrain which 'c?auses the KS-6 to quickl:,· ~ust and corrode, 
necessi~ating frequent cleaniniwhich is often impossible Wlder tactical 
situati~~s. The camera is spring operated, wound by a hand crapk and is 
extremely e,.1sceptible to j8l!l!lling, thereby rendering the camera inoperable. 
Due t.o inadequate repair parts, facilities and trained personnel, ·, he 
camera usually cannot be repaired ir, Vietnam. Probably this camera's 
main disadvantage is its physical size. It has been found to be entirely 
toot 1lky an<l cumbersome for the support of combat operations. 

RE::;miMENDATIONS. That the 70mm be used as a combat camera only when 
other camerae are not available. 35mm still cameras should replace the 
70mm coll'hat camora, due to their sturdier construction, relative inexpen­
siveness, ease ,,: operation, and small physical size. These 35mm cameras 
are easier to maintain, and a greater amount of film al'¥1 accessories 
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can be carried to the field. 

(2) 11.~tatable Antermaa for Tracking the MRF C and C Ship. 

OBSERVATION. Maintaining VHF com.municationa with the USS Benewah as 
it movea up and down r1 vers and -wa tervaya ii a difficult and dangerous 
task. 

EVALUATION. Since the activation of the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF), 
considerable difficulty baa been experienced in maintaining very high 
frequency (VHF) communications with the USS Benewah as it moves from 
location to location. The current procedure oalls for two men to climb 
the il-216 communication tower at Dong Tam and rotate the VHF antenna 
in accor-dance with instructions received from an operator located inside 
the VHF rig on the ground. This operator watches his received strength 
level meter and directs the movement of the anteMa via an .lN/HtC-25 
radio to obtain a maximum signal level reading. Thie procedure is 
extremely dangerous due to high frequency voltage on the transmitting 
antenna and the height of the antenna 1 about 160 feet. During tbe 
monsoon season the problem of tracking the USS Benewah is further 
compounded by high winds and rain thereby increasing the possibility of 
ser~ous injury or death to the personnel on the tower. To solve this 
problem a rotatable antenna utilizing a heavy duty antenna rotor obtained 
froni the division MARS statlc.:i. has been constructed. This unit can be 
easily contr.olled from the c,roW1d and is now ready for operational em­
ployment. 

IUX:01'l?-IENDATION. That six additional antenna rotors be procured for 
the signal battalion to be mou:'lted in alternate locations around the 
periphery of areas deaignated fer future MRF operations. Additional 
rotors were requested under INSliH.E &otion on 10 Apr 68 through 9th Inf 
Div to USARV. 
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,. (C) Section 38 Headguartera 9 Department of the Arm.y Survey Info~­
tion: Lessons teamed from Jimployment of Tactical Cover and Deception. 

a.. (c) Introduction of ~1;ay-behind Patrols. 

OBSiiRVATION. It is highl:, desirable that reconnaissance and combat 
patrols be introduced into a1.1 area with011t the knowledge of any civilians 
or enem;y forces in the area. A typical method is to have a company leave 
behind a platoon during a routine operation. 

EVALUATION. The following techniques were developed to aid in cover 
and deceptions 

(1) Introducing a patrol to an assigned area from a direction other 
than the normal base camp area by "PLANTING" the patrol in an ARVN or 
RF/PF outpost. Two of these ruses relSUlted in contact with the enemy. 

( 2) Inserting the patrol with a larger force and then extracting the 
cover force with the same number ot aircraft utilized in the original in­
sertion by thinnin& out the loads and ueing smoke to screen the extrac­
tion. 

{ 3) Use of dumm;y radio transmissions indicating the stay-behind wut 
is in fact extracting and closing home station. 

(4) Heavy emphasis was placed on light and noise discipline. 

rul:OMMENDATION. Unite adopt these techniques as desired; however 1 

patterns should not be set. 

b. (C) 1l!,_se Camp Defense Ru.see. 

OBSIBVATION. Enemy forces have detailed maps and information on 
friendly outposts and baee camps. An excellent map of the Raoh Kien base 
camp was captured from the Viet Cong. 

EVALUATION. Construction of dummy bwlkers, hidden firing positions, 
frequent char.gee to the defense plan and allowances for the enemy's 
knowle~e in planning reaction force movement and defensive fires will 
aid in thwarting the enemy. False maps of the base can be discarded in 
concession are»s and waste baskets. Positionil18 of APC's, radar, tanks, 
twin 40's, quad 50 1s, and searchlights after dark and frequent changes 
will frustrate the enemy. 
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RECOMMENDATION. Deception and cover be continually applied to base 
r.;amp defense p·rogramec 

Oo AL.,obile Feints. 

OBSERVATION, Tactical cover and deception have not been particularly 
successful in ~~t Bde operationso 

EVALUATION. On 6 Mar an airmobile feint was conducted north of Cai 
Lay in support of the initiation of Operation TRUONG CONG DINH the fol­
l!'\lilng day, It d.id not appear to have any great effect on the eneey re­
M-~tion since the actual operational area was located 15 kilometers north­
east of My Thoo The enelllj" was believed to have withdrawn to the east to­
waro Go Cong. tt is vossible that the feint did cause enemy movements, 
butt? what extent is not known at present. A second feint was conducted 
by 2=60 Inf to compliment an airmobile operation on 8 Apr. Significant 
contacts were not established in the objective area. Again, it is diffi­
cult to assess the v4lue unless pewva are taken, or valid post operation­
al intelligence 1s made available. 

RECOM!fiENDATION. The idea of tactical cover and deception is an ef­
f9r,tive coW1ter-intelligence method. It is felt that feints closer to 
the obJect1ve area vould have a much greater effect on enemy movements. 
This 1dea deserves greater study and use with stress on feinting on mul­
t.iple LZ 1 s a'1d ·1ilrying the distance of the feint from the suspected tar­
get, 

d. De~eption Measures Employed by the ~!RF. 

OBSERVATION, l>.ll'ing the reporting period the enemy employed eophie­
ticated electronic and receiver/transmitter equipment to interceptg jam 9 

mcnitor and transmit on the 2d Bde 1 s command and operation and intelli­
gence n~ts. The en~my I s activities were designed nc-t only to intercept 
the br:i.gade 1 P comm\i.llications but also to gain information i.11 detail of 
~ombat operations. Several measures were employed to deceive the enemy 
of actual situations and actiV1ties occurring during the conduct of 
opeTl'lhorjs. Those decepti•,1e measures employed included: 

( 1) Sp1radic diRsemim1tion of "fake" operation c.rders throughout an 
area by aircraft. 

Dissemination of deceptive radio transmissions of tactical in-
fC't jn concerning deployment/employment c-f fo:rceso Schemes of 

Page 77 

CONFIPENTtAL 



- - ----~--- -

AVDi-1111 12 Mq 68 11. 
~• Operational Report ot 9t.ll Intantry Divi•ion tor Period &ldiJI« 
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maneuTera were tranamitted 1n the clear to contuse th9 en•~ as to actual 
plane. 

(,) Reque■tin& two or more areas ot operation• (AO) tor each optra­
tion pl&mled. 

( 4) ~loyment of artillery and air atnku in area■ other than the 
"true" AO. 

(5) Deceptive movement of river assault crafts to and throughout 
waterways 1n areas ·other than the :1Jltended JO. 

( 6) Overflight of deception AO by oa-2, aircraft while limiting 
reconnaissance of actual AO. 

(7) Colaboration with sector and. district advisor■ to "8H deceptive 
information as to actual AO. 

EVALUATION. Although the countermeasures employed were pnerally 
basic in riature, they were effective. 

RFX:OMMElm!TIOH. None. 

28 Incl 
1 • 9th Inf Div Organization/ 

faak Organization and Unit 
locations 

?". Roate_ ef Key Pe~ae11ed 
3. Tact1c•l Area of Interest (TJOI) 
4. Personnel and Administration Data 
5o EMIIIY Unit Locations 
60 Artillery Support 
7. G-} Air OJ:>erational SuPPOrt Chart 

1a~ Me GperaUon Repci.t weaena w~ed. (OBI.I) 
2d Bde ORLL \ 
3d Bde ORJ.L (lnclosure 6 only) 
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30 April 1968v RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) ~U) 

~~i~! 
!O. ~~ Operation HILBY (1ei Me)Withdrawn, HQ, DA 
~. OOAJ.R 0peraUon 08BOIQB8 X (2d: :Bde) Withdrawn, HQ, DA; pub sep as 68X042 
f2, OOAAH 0pera-tion OOHOHI.BO XI (£d Bde) Withdrawn, HQ,DA; pub sep as 68X043 
2}. 0OJ.AH 9j,e:Ntioft 'l'ROONQ CONO ~lrffl (~4 ~de)Withdrawn,HQ,DA;pub sep as 68X044 
24. OOAAR OperaUon B!l'l'ElRPRISB i 34 lld:11) J.Jith.:l.rawn, HQ, DA 
"25. Co-A.ffl O~rabon ~ WH.UIG ( Jfi He)Withdrawn, HQ, DA; pub sep as 68X046 
26. OOAA:R Operation WQR.'l!H (3 § Ca'J') Withdrawn, HQ, DA 
-27, COi.Ml GJ,eHtieft KILO (J 5 Gav) Withdrawn, HQ, DA 
28. CO~Ml ~ration CH..\aLWOR (3 5 Cay)W1~hdrawn, HQ, DA 
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AVFBC-RE-H (12 May 68) let Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending 

30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U) 

DA, IQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 

THRU: Commanding General, US Anny Vietnam, ATTN:" AVHGC(DST), APO 96.375 

Conmander, US Army Pacific., ATI'N: GPOP--OT, APO 96558 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develoµnent, Department of the 
Anny, Wahington, D.C. 20310 

1. Subject report is forwarded. 

2. This comand has reviewed the attached Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned of the 9th Infa,1t1y Di vision, Volume I and II, and concurs ld. th 
it. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

IJJL ~ fl.a_ 
ARTHUR K,.ktNoLD 
CPT, GS 
Op Off, Doc Br, DST Div 
OACofS, GJ 

ft) 

/s/o. B. Fory 
/t/0. B. FORY 

lLT, AGC 
Asst AG 
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CONf lDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DST (12 Ma;y 68) 2d Ind (C) CPT Arnold/ms/LEN 4485 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Di vision for Period 

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R~) (U) 

HE~UARTEBS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 JUL \9'8 

TO: Commander in Chief, United states ~, Paci.fie, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

l. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 
9th Infantry Di vision. 

2. ( C) Comments toll ow: 

a. Reference item concerniJl$ medical assistance to local Vietnamese 
hospitals, page 57, paragraph 2a(3): Nonconcur. Assistance of this type 
is part of the mission of the Province Health Assistance Program (PHAP) 
conducted by USAID. 

b. Reference item concerning X,enon Infrared Search Light, page 59, 
paragraph 2b(4). A message was prepared and dispatched by this head­
quarters recommending 001 for Xenon Search Lights as one per APC in 
armored, mechanized armored cavalry scout units. 

c. Reference item concerning Utilization of Wire Te811l, page 59, 
paragraph 2b( 5) • The Signal Support Operations C011pany deployed under 
MTOE ll-39E, USCONARC l/67 dated 12 August 1966~ Under this MTOE, the 
company is authorized six cable teams. The di vision base was not stand­
ardized becaU8e or its impending riverine configuration. 'When the unit 
is reconfigured, eight cable teams should be included in the MTOE that 
is developed. 

d. Reference item concerning the use of CS against bunkers, page 61 
paragraph 2b(9): Concur. Operational quantities of the exper~ntal 
version of the Cartridge, 40mm, Taetical CS, have been requested pending 
type classification or an i..TUproved cartridge. 

e. Reierence itEm concerning ground surveillance radar training, page 
66, paragraph 2c(l): Nonconcur. The recoaaendation that all infantrymen 
receive ground SUM$illance radar training is not feasible. School 
trained radar operators can best be supplemented by personnel at the unit 
level, where training can be conducted in view or specific needs, envi.­
ronment, area or operations, and mission of the unit. As an interim 
measure be!o\"8 school trained operators become available in-country, 
USARV has established a GSR training team which is available to the Field 
Forces and Provisional Corps Vietnam. 
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\7 CONFIDENTIAL 

AVPCC-DST (1~ Mq 68) 2d Ind (C) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Di vision for Perl.ad 

Ending 30 April 1968., RCS CSFOR-65 {R1) (U) 

f. Reference itsn concaming Military Intelligence Detachment lan­
guage capability., page 68., paragraph 2d(2): Concur. The present short.­
age of linguists throughout USARV has precluded the assignment of the 
desired number of linguists to MID•s. Begirming in September 1968; a 
considerable increase in the input of US linguists is expected. The 
organization of division MID•s within USARV has recently been stand­
ardized at a strength of 96; included in this standard orga;dzation is 
a requirement ·far 46 linguists (11-0ff, 4-l'lO, .31 EM). These linguists 
haw been included in the FY 1971 projected requirements and it was 
reco11111ended that 29 of these linguists be graduates of the 47-week 
course., 13 bo graduates of the .32-week course, and 4 be graduates of 
the 12-week course. 

g. Reference item conceming air to ground surveillance, page 69, 
paragraph 2d(5). 

(1) Twenty-one 2.2 KW Airborne Xenon Searchlights (AN/ASS-1) were 
received in JulJr 1967. 9th Infantry Di vision was issued one fol· eval­
uation. Altho\lgh a formal evaluation was not conducted on these search­
lights, general comments gathered by ACTIV were not favorable. A 
lightweight 30 KW Xenon Searchlight (white light only) is expected to 
arrive in a few months for evaluation. Thia system, without IR capabil­
ity, may prove to be a better system. 

(2) The value of fabricating a permanent mo.mt to assist in provid­
ing a stable support for the starlight scope is questionable since 
vibrations of the aircraft Will be transmitted directly to the scope 
and may render it unusable. 

h. Reference item conceming five gallon water jugs, page 71, para­
grap- 2e(3): Nonconcur. A three gallon, free drop water container is 
currently available ·in the supply $J'Stem. 

i. Rererence item concerning logistical sui:port for armored unit, 
page ?1, paragraph 2e(4}: Concur. Recamnend the parent organization 
attach commensurate maint.enance support from the Di vision Base to pro­
vide required logistical support and deploy the unit complete with 
attached maintenance capability to include ASL drawn fran the division 
basic load. Nondi visi·:>nal Direct and General Maintenance Support 
requirements are available in I CTZ. Appropriate coordination for 
DS/GS maintenance support should be effected with the CG., Da Nang 
Support Conma.nd. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DST (12 Mey 68) 2d Ind ( C) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period 

Ending JO April 1968, RCS CSFOR (R1) (U) 

j, Reference item concerning the detachment of the air cavalry 
troop, page 72, paragraph 2f(l): Concur. t:.aximum combat effective­
ness is obtained when the cavalry squadron is employed as a complete 
tactical uni'.:.. 

k. Reference item concerning inadequate photographic section, 
MTOE, page 73, paragraph 2f(2): Concur. An increase is justifiable, 
in view of the operational use being made of the photographic section. 

1. Reference item concerning unsuitability of the KS-6 combat 
camera for tactical employmente, page 74, paragraph 2g(l). Comments 
in this paragraph and in paragraph 2f(2) on authorized combat cameras 
in general appear overly severe in view of the fact that other units 
find them satisfactory. It is possible that operator unfamiliarity 
with equipment and carelessness in handling might be contributing 
causes. Recommend that units submit unsatisfactory equipnent reports 
in accordance with provisions of TM 38-750. It should be noted that 
the KS-6 and KS-14 cameras are being replaced in the system. 

m. Reference item concerning rotatable antennas for tracking the 
MRF C and C ship, page 75, paragraph 2g(2): Concur. The followirig 
action has been taken to procure the subject items: 

(1) USAECOM was contacted to determine if suitable replacement 
i tens were available in the supply system. 

(2) An ENSURE request is now being processed for operational 
quantities. 

FOR THE COW.ANDER: 

Copies furnished: 
HQ: 9th Tnt Div 
HQ, II FFORCEV 

(ftmEdts~ 
Captain. AC:C: 
Assii.tam Aojutant General 
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GPOP•DT (12 Hay 68) 3d InJ (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 9th Inf Div for Period Ending 

30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR·65 (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Franci1co 96558 1 g JUL 1368 

TO: A11i1t1nt Chief of Staff for Force Development, Depart•nt of the 
Army, wuhingtoa, D. c. 20310 

Thia headquarter, h•• evaluated aubject report and forwarding indorae­
menta and concur, in the report•• indoraed. 

FOR THE COHHANDER IN CHIEF: 

r~~ 
MAJ, AGC 

A.st AG 
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ASSIGNED UNITS 

BHC 9th Inf Div 
HBC 1st l3de 
HBC 2d Bde 
HHC 3d :Bde 
IQill Div Art1 
2-39 Inf 
}-39 Inf 
4-39 In! 
2-47 Inf (M) 
3-47 Inf 
4-47 Inf 
2-60 Inf 
;-60 Inf 
5-60 Inf (r-'.) 
;-5 Cav 
6-31 Inf 
1-11 Arty 
2-4 Arty 
1-84 Arty 
}-34 Arty 
9th Avn Bn 
15th Engr Bn 
9th Sig Bn 
9th MP Co 
43d Inf Plt SD 

Inc lo sure ·1 a 

~--.·:~ . .-.~ -~ -

C.oNFIDENTIAL 
30 April 1968 

ORGANIZATION 

1 

45th Inf Plt SD 
1st Air Boat Plat 
2d Air Boat Plat 
E/50th Inf (LRP) 
Task Force Forsyth 
Task Force Funston 
HHC &: Band, DISCOM 
9th S&T Bn 
709th Maint Bn 
9th Meu Bn 
Reliable Academy 
9th MI Det 
39th Chem Det 
19th Mil Hist TJet 
47th Mil HiAt Det 
18th Pl Det 
19th PI Det 
65th Inf Pl.at f~ombat Traok9r) 
ATTACHED UNITS 
11th ACR 
}}5th RRC 
137th Med 
5-2 Arty {AWSF) (DS) 
OPCON u. _rs 
~oviu Th~i Army Volunteer 

Regiment (RTAVR) 
2-} Int 

DOWNGRADED AT THREE YEAR lNTERVAl.S 
IlECLASSIFIEr AF'l'ER TWELVE YEARS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 
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C o N F \ D £. N, \ ~- l- ,0 .April 1968 
~aak Organization and Unit 

Locations aa of 0600H 

~th Int Div Mein 

D/3-5 CH 

~th Inf Div Fvd 

15 Engr lm (-) 

.2,.th Int Div Artz 

1-84 Art1 (-) 

A/1-84 Arty 

B/1-84 Arty (4 Tube■ ) 

(2 Tubes) 

C/1-84 Arl,y (3 Tubee) 

(3 Tubes) 

D/1--84 Arty (2 'l'u.bes) 

(2 'l'ubea) 

A/7-8 Arty (GSR) 

7-9 Arty(-) (GSR) 

C/7-9 Arty 

D/2-13 Arty ( GSR) 

B/1-27 Arty (GSR) 

Incl 1b 

BE&RCAT n 1600 

m:&RCAT lT 1600 

DOfiG TAM XS 4143 

DONG TAM XS 4143 

BEARCAT YS 1799 

DONG TAM XS 4143 

BEARCAT YS 1699 

FSPB PARKER XS 2051 

FRENCH FOR'l' XS 8962 

TAN AN XS 5565 

FSPE SMOKE XS 7977 

LONG TE.ANH YS 1292 

FSPB PillCER XS 2051 

BEN LUC XS 6376 

m:ARCAT YS 1699 

FSPB GREY YS 2093 

RHA BE XS 9182 

FSPB SMOKE XS 7977 

DOWNGRADED .AT THREE YEAR INTERVALS 
DECLASSilIED .AFI'EB. TWELVE YEARS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 
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CON F\DE'NTt~L 
OPERATIOB PEOPJ..$ ROAD (DUONG CUA DAN) 

1st Bde 

2•39 Int (-) 

A/2-39 In! 

Is/2-39 Int 

E/2-39 Int 

C/5-60 Int (M) 

2-60 In! (-) 

A/2-60 In! 

B/C/2-60 Inf 

1 • 11 Arty ( - ) ( DS) 

A/1-11 Arty 

:B/1-11 Arty 

C/1-11 Arty 

Of ERATlON TRUONG CONG DINH 

2nd Bde 

4--47 1111' (-) 

A/4-47 In£ 

C/E/ 4-4 7 Int 

?>--47 Int (-) 

FSPB K>ORE 

FSP:B LAMBERT 

FSPB LAMBERT 

MY PBUOC TAY 

DONG TAM 

FSP:B MOORE 

MY PHUOC TAY 

DONG TAM 

MRB 

MRB 

MRB 

,1 
C ONFlDE'N'TlA~ 

30 April 1968 'f2-

XS 4049 

XS 265() 

XS 2955 

XS 3}49 

XS 2449 

XS 3}49. 

XS 2059 

XS 2357 

XS 2358 

XS 4143 

XS 265() 

XS 2059 

XS 4143 

XS 4041 

XS 4041 

XS 3543 

XS 3544 

XS 4041 

1 
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A/}-47 Inf 

:e/,-47 Iri.f 

C/}-47 Inf 

E/3-47 Inf 

,-,. Arty (-) (.ltch 2nd !Ide) 

A/3-34 Arty 

C/}-'4 Arty 

OPERATION TOAN~ 

3d Me 

3-39 Int (-) 

J.j,--,9 Int (-) 

11/►,9 Inf (-) 

C/}-39 Inf' (-) 

5-60 Inf {M) (-) 

J./'j-(,0 Int 

4-39 Inf (-) 

A/4•39 Int 

:B/4-39 Inf 

2•3 In!(-) 

B/D/2-3 Inf 

6-31 Inf(-) 

>./6..31 Ill! 

fJJIJB 

lUCII lCIEH 

FREKCH FORT 

il ffllU'1' Til 

NBA BE 

TAN TRU 

Cf.T LAI 

FSPB ~ 

,t,B DAGGER 

BI?Ui ClUBB 

30 Jpril 1968 

XS 3140 

XS 4547 

XS 4049 

XS 3749 

XS 29}9 

XS 1'42 

XS 3140 

XS 5565 

XS 7470 

XS 8961 

XS 6667 

XS 8977 

XS 6376 

XS 6472 

XS 9182 

XS 6562 

XS 9687 

XS 7977 

XS 8082 

XS 7279 

XS 6376 
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' 30 /..pril 1 968 • t 
; 

C/6-31 Inf 
XS 6472 ; 

D/6-31 Inf 
XS 7481 

) 

E/6-31 Inf 
XS 7080 

C/15 Sngr Bn TAN AN XS 5565 

2-4 Arty ( DS) TAN AN XS 5565 

A/2-4 Arty(-) (4 Tubes) RACH KIEN XS 7469 

(2 Tubes) BEN WC XJ 6376 

B/2-4 Arty {-) (l, Tubas) BINH Phl!OC XS 6155 

{2 Tubes) BEN LUC XS 6562 

C/2-4 Arty(-) (4 Tubes) TAN '!'.RU XS 6562 

(2 Tubes) 'rAN AN XS 5565 
A/2-40 Arty (DS 2-3 Int) F'SP8 !W.OKE XS 7.977 
RTAVR Bil.RCAT YT 1601 

2/RTAVR 
YS 1082 

3/RTAVR 
YS 1486 

4/RTAVR 
YS 1 484 

Btry RTAVR (DS) 
Y:3 1)36 

TF Forsyth FiAACAT i':3 l 799 

2•47 Inf (M) (-) 
YT 0802 

A/2-47 Inf (M) £!UH SOU YS 219j 
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B/2-47 Inf (I✓.) 

F/15 Engr Bn BEARCAT 

OPmATIQ~ HOFTAC I 

TF Funston DONG TAN 

3-60 Inf(-) JONG rAJ'. 

B/3-60 Inf VINi-! KIM 

C/J-60 Inf FSPB t'A."::.KER 

E/3-60 Inf 

Rcn/5-60 Inf (M) DONG TAM 

'10 
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.30 April 1968 

YT 0900 

YT 1600 

XS 4143 

XS 4143 

XS 3644 

J.S 2051 

XS 4345 

XS 414.3 
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CONFI DENTJA~ .30 April 1968 
Personnel and Administration Data (U) 

1. {C) Maintenance of Unit Strength: 

a. Division Strength: 
(Comparison as or 1 Feb 68 - .30 Apr 68) 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

OFFICffl§ 

Authorized 

1206 

1208 

1265 

Assigned 

1209 

1201 

1260 

ENLISTED 

Authorized Assigned 

15000 l.4872 

15002 15291 

15913 15888 

{Strerigth by Month) 

Auth(]['ized 

OFF WO ENL 

Feb 102.3 18.3 15000 

Mar 1025 183 15002 

Ar,r 1081 l.84 15913 

Feb 

Mar 

Ar,r 

Incl 4 

OFF 

54 

89 

93 

WO 

6 

9 

7 

EM 

1.393 

1739 

2170 

Anigned 

OFF WO 

1061 148 

1048 

1106 

ACG 

145.3 

1837 

2270 

153 

154 

Pr-,sent tor Duty 

ENL OFF WO ENL 

148n l2ll 162 14999 

15291 1194 165 15092 

15888 1202 153 15809 

001/QAD:SO AT 3 YP. TN'fJ!aVAI.S 
D!CUSSIFI!D AFTM 12 YRS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 

CONFtDENTlAL 
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c. Casualties: 

KHA WHA 

OFF WO EM OFF WO EM i , 
Feb 21 142 94 4 1279 

Mar 8 104 40 676 

Apr 3 105 33 4 521 

NBD NBI 

OFF '.10 EM OFF WO EM 

Feb 

Mar l 

Apr 4 43 

d. Analysis of Casualties: 

SMALL BOOBY 
MINES ~ MCRTAR ~ SNI~ ~ 

S&D 88 1047 117 252 46 234 

Defense 10 14 ll2 l 9 

Convoy 67 23 31 l 20 

Patrol 12 37 30 9 1 9 

Base Areas l 7 478 1 9 

In Flight 5 l 2 1 8 

Ambush 6 4 l 8 

Attack l 2 71 

Qt.her 26 47 15 31 J 36 

CONFIDENTfAL 



Mortar 

Mines 

Small Arms 

Booby Traps 

Sniper 

Other 

Leg 

Arm 

Head 

Chest 

Stomach 

Other 

CONFrDENT1AL 

KHA 

72 

31 

190 

15 

17 

26 

KHA 

14 

5 

150 

78 

19 

64 

(Situation) 

WHA 

787 

171+ 

998 

180 

36 

JOO 

(Location of Wound) 

'.-.'HA 

897 

778 

380 

78 

44 

257 

2. (U) Personnel ¥.a.nagement: 

30 April 1968 

a. An artillery lieutenant infusion program was successfully 
completed with the 108th Artillery Group. This action reduced a 
September rotational hump within the Division Artillery. Another 
infusion program is being planned with t J·1e 1st Infantry Di vision to 
reduce an Octob~~ rotational hump for artillery lieutenants. 

b. The assignment of a ccmplete new infantry battalion will 
cause a rotational hump during ¥.arch of 1969. Intra-division infusion 
will begin during the month of August and continue until the rotational 
peak is within the USARV standard. 

CONFf-DENTIAL 
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J. (U) Development and Maintenance of Mcrale: 

a. Morale continues to be high in all un.tts, 

b. Special Services Activities. 

(1) racilities: 

JO April 1968 ,. 

(a) Swimming Pool - The swimming pool at Dong Tam received direct 
mortar hits on 7 February 1968, causing extensive damage to the liners. 
It was repaired and reopened.; however, a new liner is on order and should 
arrive on or a.bout 15 June 1968·. 

(b) Craft Shop - The Craft Shop at Dong Tam was formally opened on 
12 February 1968. The shop includes facilities for woodwork, photographlf 
development, and a sales outlet. On 18 February 1968, the sales outlet 
received a direct mortar hit. The damage was not extensive, an:l the out­
let reopened within a few days. 

(c) Golf Course - An eighteen hole miniature golf course was erected 
at Uong Tam Base. Opening da,:r was 5 April 1968. 

(d) Ll.brary - A 4,000 square foot air conditioned library was opened 
on 13 February 1968 at Dong Ta.-n Base. On 18 February 1968, it received 
direct hits from mortar and recoilles rifle fire. The library was re­
paired. and reopened within a few days. 

(e) Service Club - The Service Club at Dong Tam Base received di~ect 
hits from mortar fire on 7 February 1968 and 8 February 1968, However, 
it ren:.a..ined open during repairs. 

(2) 3ntertainment: 

(a) U.30 Handshake Tours. 

Professional Footoall Players 

Robert Bray 

Ed :aedeY 

Cal Tinney 

(b) USO Shows 

Berri Lee - Melody Engle Magic Show 

~ 

5 Feb 68 

10 Feb 68 

25 Mar 68 

12-14 Apr 68 

5 Apr 68 



,, 01 

RFD Hollywood Show 
30 Apr 1968 

22 Apr 68 

(3) Rest an Recuperation Allocation am Utilization: 

!!Q&li ALLO:ATION TOTAL USED ! OF UTILIZATION 

Feb 1402. 1086 77.5 

Mar 1299 l114 83.1 

Ap- 1265 1_199 95.6 

Percent of utilization was low because of the peak rotation 
period and the Tet Offensive. 

(4) Spcrts. Softball - A new softball fiald., located at 5th and G 
streets., Bearcat., was completed for the division softball season which 
began on 1 5 Febri.W'y 1 968 and ended 1 J April 1968. Twenty one teams par-' 
ticipated in the pro~am with the 709th l'.ai.ntenance Battalion winning the 
division championship followed by the 9th Administration Company placing 
second. 

e. Postal Services. During this quarter, mail and financial business 
of APO 96370 reached its peak and subsequently began to decline for the 
first time since the arrival of the 9th Infantry Division in Vietnam. 
Air delivery to Tan An to sevice troops of the 3d Brigade was initiated 
using Air Force C?A (Caribou) aircraft. A permanent finance unit was 
established aboard the USS Benewah to sevice personnel of the Y.obile 
Riverine Force (lfilF). A mobile finance servi::e to other ships of the 
~:RF was also initiated. The manning level of the Deng Tam finance unit 
was increased to cope with the large number of units relocating to that 
area. A new AG administration replacement mail roan was opened at the 
Reliable Academy. This is staffed by personnel of APO 96370 and cielivers 
mail daily to incoming repla..!ements. A methcx:I. c,f screening incoming and 
outgoing parcel post for contraband was initiated at APO 96370. This was 
such a success in the 9th Inf Div that it was soon adopted by US.ARV as 
stancard operating procedures for all USARV postal units, The 48th 
Army ?ostal Unit (A?U) arrived and began a pericx:I. of training under 
the technical supervision of AFO 96370 personnel. The 48th APU, opera­
ting APO 96370, will serve non-divisional units assigned to Bearcat. The 
Tet Offensive resulted in a three day curtailment o.f' mail service for 
the 9th Inf JiV. However, through coordinAted. utilization of available 
air w ground transportation assets, normal mail service was resumed within 
the 9th Inf Div prior to most other postal operations in USARV. 



30 April 1968 

d. Awards and Decoration. Awards issued ( l February 1968 - 30 Aprl.i 
1968), 

!llil!. !fil H§Q ~ Y1 !lFC fil:! BS (V) ~ AM(V) !\!1 ACM(V) illf PH 

1st Ede 2 1.3 5 4 
2d Bde 1 3 3 5 11 
3d Bde 3 7 10 2 1 13 
2/39 Inf 1 1 5 18 7 1 10 191 
3/39 Inf 5 1 16 2? 83 14 23 123 
4/39 Inf 5 5 10 8 23 30 
2/47 Inf 16 2 48 17 7 5 31 105 
3/47 Inf 21 52 15 1 1 29 12 175 
4/47 Inf 1 2 2 12 12 1 50 9 39 115 
2/60 Int 13 21 29 82 49 37 71 
3/60 Inf 29 5 66 20 2 37 21 195 
5/60 Inf 9 2 43 17 22 13 11 227 
33 5 Rall Res Co 1 
39 Cml Rad Det 3 1 
18 PI Det 1 1 
9 MI Det 2 8 5 
19 Mil Hist Det 2 
43 Inf Plt 1 2 
45 Inf Plt .., 1 
Div A-rty 1 2 8 25 2 8 i 
1/11 Arty 4 5 25 8 
2/4 Arty 20 12 2 :;4 31 34 
3/34 Arty 8 1 14 4 2 32 31 10 
1/84 Arty 2 4 13 22 20 11 
HHCBD 1 4 1 17 1 
9 Ad.min 9 41 3 
9 S & T 2 .3 11 1 
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I 

.mm. !Ii ~ §2 U1 fil §.H BS(V) BS AM(V) AH ACK(V) ~ lli f 

9».d 4 6 3 2 )6 1 
709 Kaint 1 43 
9 Avn 6 1 2 12 .436 .35 6 
3/5 Cav 4 6 7 26 1 11~ 29 So 151 
15 Eng 1 1 4 12 1 2 45 27 
9 Sig 2 3 I+ 1 35 18 
9 MP 8 6 1 9 11 1 
HHC Div 4 4 9 9 1 )2 6 
E Co 50 Inf J 19 ) 6 
!1 ACR 6 2 50 54 I+ 160 21 111 8 
1(:R7 Trare 1 2 1 1 
Ol'Hm 1 J 5 

'1'.orAL 1 1)9 1 12 19 419 )78 23 11:34 335 827 1554 

CJLUI> TOTAL: 4842 

e. Rellgi0\18 Services, 

<',atholi '! Je"1.ah Protestant Totals 

Number 
of services 550 34 983 1,";67 

Attendance 19,012 659 32,179 51,e50 

Memorial 
Services 23 0 102 125 

Hospital 
Visits 23.5 0 470 705 

'18 



, JO April 1968 l()t.f 
There are no Jewish Chaplaina usigned to the division; however, Chaplain 
Breelau trca the 101at Airborne Division visited Camp Hart ·!l Cc»t on 15-~8 
Februa17 1968 and Dong Tam Base on 21-25 Februaey 1968. 

t. Red Cron 

( 1 ) Thi Reel Croes support rendered during the repcrting period was 
as followa, 

CA5£S ta.NS/ EMmOEUCY 
HANDIED GRANTS (Alff) WVI UPCRTS 

February 12;1 15 ($2135.00) 147 796 

Marcb 1340 11 ($1695.00) 175 963 

April 1260 24 ($2675.00) 169 892 

(2) The IIUlllber o! cuee handled each month rem&inad constant during 
the quarter. averagillB slightq more than 1250 per month. There continues 
to be a large number ot requeets for reports ot family member• in ca.us. 
Most ot thl requeete are due to non-receipt of 1111.il ar del.qed mail. The 
ti!Uf"H .ehDwn abova an not considered high tor a calllllnd of thia sise. 

(3) ~'he l: Red Croll Clubaobile airle made a total ot SOS viaite to 
wrdta through0'.tt the 9th Int Div duriJ8 thia pericd. 

g. Bliucation Center 

(1) Durin& this quarter the followin& mamber ot soldier• participated 
in tl.e division education ircsra1u 

GED Te1t1 (canpleted) 132 

GED T .. t• {1 or mar• 
part,) 114 

High School CCNl'HI 85 

College Couraee 2)0 

Ttchnic&l Course• 8 

College Camprehenaion Teat 72 

Total Number of R•siltra-
tione 323 
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Total Number of Participants 584 

(2) The following additional educational material and equipment has 
been received by tha :Education Centers 

(a) Seven automated reading machines. 

(b) New Testing materials, Aptitude Classification Battery. 

(c) Reference Y.aterial~. 

(d) USAF! instructional materials fer 25 students in the following 
Group Stu__dy areast 

!· F.nglieh H.S. 

2. Mathematics H,S. - College 

l · Natural Science H.S. 

li· Business H.S. - College 

i· Accounting - College 

4. (C) Maintenance of Discipline, Law and Crder • 

a. Discipline. 

(1) Crimes Agair.st Persons and Propert.y: The division has experienced 
a decrease in these types of crimes. Statistics are as follows: 

Persons and (3 mos) (3 mos) 
Propert.z NO/ D!C JAN TOTAL FEB MAR APR TC7l'AL 

Tot.al 35 24 16 75 18 15 17 50 

Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Manslaughter 0 0 1 1 0 2 J 

Rape 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Carnal Knwledge 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Agg. Assault 2 1 4 5 J 7 15 

/,0 
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Persons and (3 mos) (3 mos) 
ProE!rti NOV Di:." UV JAN TOTAL EB MAR AFR TOl'AL 

Assault 6 J 10 3 7 11 

Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Burglary & 
Housebreaking 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Larcecy (over $50)3 2 0 5 4 2 2 8 

Larceny (under 
$50) 1 0 4 5 4 2 2 8 

Wrongful 
Appropriation 5 2 2 9 0 2 3 

Fraud 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ct.her 18 12 8 38 0 0 0 0 

(2) ~liscellaneous and YJ.litary Offenses: The division has experienced. 
a significant increase in this category. This indi=ates a need for in-
creased emphasis by unit commanders in the enforcement of these ?".1.les and 
regulations. 

(3 mos) {J mos) 
NO/ DEC JAN TOTAL FEB KAR AFR· TOI'AL 

Total Ml..sc 
Hl Offenses 1 it 2~ 1~ 21 16 Q 16 l:t~ 

Disorderly 
Conduct 7 2 2 21 6 6 2 17 

Non-Narcotic 
A~se Drugs !i 8 0 12 6 2 8 16 

, 
Black l-'.ar ket 0 0 2 2 0 1 2 ~ 

Sexual Offenses 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 

Others 2 l:t 1 lJ l:t l:t 2 

101 
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CO NFf DENTIAL 
(3 mos) 

NOi DEC JAN .• TOTAL FEB MAR 

- ------------ ----- -- --- - ~--• - - - - - - -

30 April 1968 
(.3 mos) 

APR TOrAl. 

Total Military 
Offenses 110 113 77 300 147 184 128 459 

AWOL I J 5 2 2 2 6 

~ 1.J:!!!._s ___ 1 2_.._,_1_5 _ __._52 ___ _.7.._9 _ ___.5 __ 0 ____ 68 _______ 8...,9 ______ 20_..7.._ 

Violation or 
Regulations 

at.her 

Weapons Viola­
tions ( Incl in 

23 

37 

16 4 

45 9 

43 10 6 B 24 

91 55 70 15 140 

_ot_h_e_r_s._) _______ ~ __ 2 ______ 4 __ --1±._ ___ "'"'"4 __ ~--.....!. 

Uniform Viola-
tions (Incl 
others) 37 34 7 78 26 34 14 74 
(3) Traffic Offenses: The division experienced .an increaee in the 

mumber of traffic offenses in almost every category. The only eignificant 
reduction was noticed in reckless dri~ing (from 19 to 2). This increase 
in traffic violations can be attribu~ed to the increased amount of traffic 
on the highwaJa and also to the iIUlny convoys moving to and from Dong Tam. 

Statjstics are as follows: 

Traffic (3 mos) (3 mos) 
Offenses NOV DEC JAN T<Jl'AL FEB MAR AFR TOTAL 

Total Traffir.. 
Offender (Mil} 87 85 50 222 79 90 77 2J.§_ 

Veh Homicide Invol m.ansl ... < ... POV ...... )_O ______ o _____ o ___ o ____ o _____ o ____ o ___ o __ 

Negligent Homicide 
(l'J.l) 0 

Drunk Driving 
(Mil) 0 

2 3 3 

0 

CON Fl DEN Tl AL 
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CONFID~NTfAL 
(J' mos) Traffic 

OCfeneea NOV DEg JAN TOl'AL FEB MAR 

Reckless Driving 
_(fOV) 0 

Reckless Driving 
(Mil) 0 

Speeding ( PCN) 0 

Speeding {lw'J.l) 38 

Other ¥.oving 
Violations (POV) 0 

Other Violations 
(except parking) 
Mil 13 

Fleeing Scene of 
Accident (Mil) 0 

0 

0 

0 

J6 

0 

23 

2 

0 0 0 0 

19 19 

Q 0 0 0 

75 30 39 

0 0 0 0 

17 53 22 20 

0 2 0 1 

.30 APril 1968 
(3 mos) 

APR TOTAL 

0 0 

0 2 

0 0 

23 92 

0 0 

29 71 

0 

(4) The prisoner population during this period remained within the 
normal T&nge of experience. The division prisoner po~.uation 1n the UdARV 
Stockade is 49 • the same as for the preceding quarter. Of this total, 8 
are in pretrial confinement., 7 have been stentenced by gereral court-martial; 
33 have been sentenced by special court-martial, and 1 has been sentenced 
by swmnary court-martial. · · 

(5) Sixty-two :;ID Reper ts of Investigation were received this quarter. 
Very noticeable is the number of cases closed this quarter, six more than 
during the preee11ing quarter. 

(J mos) (3 mos) 
CID Case NC1/ DEC JAN TOTAL FEB MAR APR TOTAL 

Q;e_ened 27 21 14 62 16 31 15 62 

Closed 14 18 1,3 45 12 19 20 51 
b. JIJ.litary Justice: During this period, five enlisted members were 

tried by general court-martial. This is a· decrease of four caePe tried by 
general court-martial from the previous quarter. No significant disci­
plinary trends or problem areas were noted. In same cases more than one 
offense was charged and a breakdown of the offenses charged and tried by 
general court-martial during this quarters follows: 

CONFIDE NT\AL/ 
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Offenses Cl'Brfied Number Char,sed 

Involuntary manslaughters 2 

Aggravated Assault: 

Murdert 2 

Attompt to exca.pe fr0111 lawful confinement: 1 

Conspiracy (to escape froir. confinement) 1 1 

Co Prisoners of Wart 

(3 mos) (3 mos) 
PW REP<RT NOV DEC JAN TOI'AL FEB JI.AR A.PR TOI'AL 

PW•s 6~ ~ 22 122 12 2li 28 12~ 

Returnees 2 2 0 ~ 0 0 0 0 

Civil Defendants 26 22 27 102 23 21 88 162 

Innocent Civil-
ians J21 i22 272 2~~ 1JO 262 2'.ZQ 262 

Medical Evacuated 0 19 1J J2 2 10 2 14 

TOTAL 413 468 334 1212 167 384 ~18 962 

_CONFIOENTJAL 
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Ref to 1r50000 Map 
Series 17014 Sheets 
that comprise TAOI 

DOWNGRAD · AT 3 YEAR INTIBVALS 
L-;CLAS::i Ii::D AJ.i'l'ER 12 Yu\RS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 

Incl 5 

6228 I, II, III, IV 
6328 III, IV 
6129 I, II, III, IV 
6229 I, II, III, IV 
6230 III 
6329 I, II, III, IV 

1 
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6330 I, II, III 
6331 IV 
64}0 I, III, IV 
6430 I, II 
6431 I 
6530 I, IV 
6531 I, II, III, IV 
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30 AJrll 1968 

ARTIW!iRY SUPPCRT 

SUMMARY OF ROUNDS FIRED 
ARTILLERY WITH THE 9TH INFANl'RY DIVISION 

1 February 6a - .30 April 68 

105mm HOdITZER 

MISSIC?S ROUNDS 

15467 280862 

105mm HOi/ITZSR 

J.'.ISSIONS ROUNDS 

4859 32798 

DIVISION ARTILIERY 

155DID HOWITZER 

MISSIONS ROUNDS 

6279 59168 

NON-DIVISION ARTILIERY 

8 11 HMTZER 

MISSIONS ROUNDS 

1794 8953 

155mm HO.fiTZER 

MISSIONS ROUNDS 

1737 28234 

FIRED IN SU?PCJiT CF ARVN - RF/PF 

105mm HO,UTZF.R 

MISSION.5 RCUNDS 

JOOJ 13491 

Incl 6 

101 

155mm HOWITZffi 

MISSIOl6 ROUWS 

189 J406 

.I.IO\:/N GRA!)El) AT } YEAI, INTh.'HVALS 
D,1:;Cl..A~~IFIED AFl'ER 12 rr;Ai{S 
WD CIR 5200.10 

CON Ff DE.NT t AL 
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MONTH l<'EEffi.URY 

MISSIONS 260 

SORTIES ')Q2 

BOMBS '367.50 

HAP.AU! 
(TONS) 241.25 

lilJ.G 
DEST .1A6 

ELDG 
DAM .d.93 

BUNKERS 
D~T ~60 

BUNKERS 
DAM 186 

KE& (OO) 26 

DA 
(FOSS) 32 
~ 
EXPL 25 

SAMPANS 
DEST 11 

SAMPANS 
DAM 1 

Inclosure 7 

CON Fr D E N T \ A L. 
30 .April 1968 

NARGH l 

280 

532 

.!86.25 

18 7 .50 

'14-t, 

283 

a7A 

,.1.c; 

.:15 

82 

,~ 
f 25 

7 

1 

APRIL TOTALS 

173 7B 
lt,6 1370 

28').50 1B9.2'i 

157-'>0 582A25 

2~~ 1029 

19~ 969 
.. 

384 1218 

2.4..d. 775 

27 98 

80 1Q.d. 

18 78 

14 50 

6 1.4. 

lXMIGRADED A'I' 3lR Ilf.l'ERVAIB 
DECLASSIFIED AFI'ER 12 YRS 
DOD 5200 · 1 " 

CONftDENTlAL 
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1.Tiili 
81MI-: Illum 

81 ¥.M HE 

105Ml-i HE 

Gren HD Smk Yel 

Jv'.ine Claymore 

.;;~, l~lurn JD WS Clust 

Sig Ilium GD WS Para 

Flare, Surface Trip 

Mini Gun Ammo 

40~:M HE 

81 MJ.: Ilium 

81MM HE 

105»: HE 

Gren HD Frag 

Gren HD Smk Yel 

Incl 8 

CONFIDENT\P\L 

30 API' il 1 968 

Claes V Suppl,y 

1 February - 24 Febr .tary 1968 

Al!I'H AMOUNT DRAWN 

4,664 4,664 

1;,950 1),388 

75,3J+2 58,428 

6,200 4,096 

4,774 3,072 

955 949 

927 932 

8,571 4,432 

25 Feh- 1ary - 24 ¥.arch 1968 

170,679 

45,847 

4,840 

14,355 

72,035 

26,420 

6,370 

279,675 

36,564 

1,984 

8,655 

59,202 

12,486 

5,814 

DO\•INGRADED AT 1 YR INTERVALS 
DECLASSI?IEL AFTEll 12 YRS 
DOD DIR 5200. 10 
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IT.EM 

66MK HE At 

Mine Claymore 

Agent CS-1 

Sig Illum GD~~ Clust 

Sig Illum GD WS Para 

Flare Surface Trip 

4.2 11 Hi. w/Fuze PD 

4.2 11 Ilium 

1051-!M SK WP 

Rkt 2. 75 HE W/MTR 

61¥.M Ilium 

81~ HE 

105MM HE 

105MH Ilium 

!05.MM SK WP 

Chg Prop 8 11 Ga 

Gren HD Frag 

CONFtDfNTIAL 

30 A;,ril 1 968 

!Yl] AMOUNT IE.AWN 

2,451 1,126 

4,902 2,406 

25,370 32,680 

980 849 

1,633 1,454 

12,446 5,117 

1,788 5,117 

1,767 1,520 

462 792 

Jr-awn as Required 

25 ¥.arch thru 24 April 1968 

46,562 281798 

2,731 2,963 

27,308 14,455 

50,754 74,856 

2,539 1,170 

1 ~271 t,766 

561 230 

480 825 

19,431 11,530 

ltO 
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CON F\O'cNTI AL 

Jifil1 
Gren HL Oft 

Gren HD 3K Yel 

Rkt. HE 6tMM AT 

Mine Claymore 

Chemical CSI 

Sig Ulum GD ~~S Clus 

Sig Il.lum GD wS Para 

Flare A/C Para 

lWMEMC.:LATURE 

Ctg, 81 MY. HE w/ o fl· .. ,e 

Ctg, 81MY. 5MK WP w/Fuze 

eti .. 81MM HE w/o Fuze 

PD 

:;tg, 81 Y:M St-!K WP w/Fuze PO 

Ctg, 90~2-'. :::annister 

- Ctg, 90~a-'. HE w/Fuze P;J 

Ctg, 90MM HVAF-T 

Ctg, 9MM HEAT w/Fuze PliID 

!fil1i 
850 

6.33) 

1,457 

2,917 

15,440 lb~ 

1.,008 

1,620 

1,835 

30 April 1968 

AMOUNT DRA\\N 

820 

2,418 

1,395 

2,107 

15,600 lbs 

552 

1,071 

42 

Qt.her Ammunition Drawn 

AMOU!f!' IEAW 

858 

1,522 

1,.316 

3.,060 

72 

180 

so 
658 

3 

11 \ 
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NOMENCLATURE 

ctg, 90~:i,: Cannister AP f/Rifle 

Ctg, 105MM Illum 

Ctg, 1051✓.M Leaflet 

Ctg, 105.MM SHK, HC 

Ctg, 105MM S~K, Red 

Ctg, 105 SMK, Yellow 

Ctg, 105MM AP w/Fuze Ml' 

Ctg, 106 Ml✓• HEAT !/rifle 

Ctg, 106:MY. HEP-T !/rifle 

Ctg, 402 11 Mortar HE w/Fuze PD 

Ctg, 4.211 I-tartar HE w/o Fuze 

Ctg, 4.211 ¥.ortar Ilium 

Ctg, 4.211 ?-iortar Sl'JC, '.-JP, PWP 

ct~, 4.211 ¥.ortar SMt., WP 

Proj, 15S?-l-'. Ilium 

Chg, Prop, 155MM White Bag 

Proj, 155W. HE w/o ?uze 

Proj, s·• ~ w/ 0 Fuze 

Ill. 

30 April. 1968 

DIOUNT DRA'WN 

349 

10,194 

436 

2,274 

80 

6,930 

309 

50 

362 

18,582 

3,096 

3,206 

994 

822 ~ 

2,168 

46,775 

58,959 

9,C32 

; - - _- --- -- - ---- - - - ~- - ----~~ 



( ON Ft DENTl~l "' 
30 April 1968 

~perimental Ammunition )uring Period 

Jf~TIJM All!.!! ~ 

Ct.g, 40MM Multishot 8,277 3,240 

Ctg, 40.11¥. CS 776 648 

Tactical. CS La11ncher E-8 463 212 

Ctg, 90MM RR, HE 190 110 

Ctg, 4.2 11 cs 500 520 

Sig, SMK White 3,831 720 

Sig, SY.I<, Green 6,174 1,502 

Sig, SMK, Red 1,392 788 

Sig, 5¥.K, Yellow 1,494 754 

Aerial S¥.J{ Marker, white 107 32 

Aerial SMK Marker, Colored 116 0 

E-158 Cannister Cluster 86 73 

Cap, Desensitizing Fuze, XM.5 1,168 1,168 

Ctg, 106MM, APE.RS 948 6(;0 
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DEPilTMENT OP THE ~ 
BE"1JQU..BTEBS, 2ND BRIGADE, 9'fii INF..w~aY DIVISION 

.. ~ SAN FLNCISCO 96372 

A VDE-4?MH:-I• 

SUBJECT• Operational Report of 2nd Brisa.de, 9th Infantry D1 v!Sion 
for Period Ending )0 .i~prll 1968, Rvport Control Symbol 
CSFOH-65 (Rl) 

TrlRU 1 - Command i n._q; General 
9th Infantry Division 
i.PO Se.n Fre.ncisco 96370 

TO• .~ssistant Chief of Ste.ff for Force Development 
Dcpart111cnt of the ;.rmy 
~Te.shington, D. c. 20J10 

Reference• AB 525-15, dated 26 January 1968 

SECTION I 

O~rat1ons1 Significant Act1v1t1cs 

1. (C) Introrluct1on1 The. t,0.6IU ftIV • ..ditolE F·O~Cl:; (MRF) is a Joint 
task force co;nr..oscd of RIV-~B FLOTIU... ONE and d<.mcnts of thE 2nd 
Brigade, 9th Infantry Di vision. The .1.rmy clement ·1s composed of 
Hc<:'.dqun_rtcrs ~ni Hcruiquartcrs Com"'JC.ny, 2nd Br1rrdc, two 1nf9.ntry 
maneuver batt~lions, and a direct sup-ort-nrt1llcry battalion. Thv 
Brlgedc' s third m!'.ncuVt.r battalion 1s usLd to provide a socur1ty 
force at DONG T,J,i Bt'.sc Cl"JDP. Er.ch mrncuvcr oc>:.ttel1on spends approx-
1me.tc.:ly t~10 months w1 th the MBF and thl:n ap..,rox1me.t(;ly ont; month 
\llldcr th<: opf.:r~-tional control of Te.sk Force Funston at DONG TJ. 
The MRF' DCl'Q'.llly cllBo.gcs . 1n strike Opt;r"'-tlons lasting normally 
from oru.. to three dE".ys. During the.- pc.;r1od covt:rt;;d by this report, 
the !ilRF hes opt;r::tcd 1n s1x prov1nc(.S of tht; MEKONG D.a:.LT •• a LONG 
.,.N. GO cm;G, D!Mi Tum-;c;, KIJ:;ij HO, .. , VINii LOi~G, and Prl01-.G lJINh. The 
2nd Brigodl lIE'-6 involVt;d in combat orr!:'.t1ons during the entire 
period with the exception of 1) to 1 F«:brue:ry 1966, when th£: MB.F 

11'4 
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moved from DONG '.l:A!•l to C,ill THO and 4 to 6 March 1968, wht. n tho MRF 
r<-turnt;d to DONG T,i.i:•1 from C.-..1'-i TliC-, Training was conductt;d concur­
rently w1 th comb?t opcr~t1ons and. during poriods wht. n tht; battalions 
wt.re rotated on oasc defense a~ Dong Tam or prt.par1ne; for future 
operations, 

2, ( C) Or12:~n\ zatic'11 

a. As pr1vlously statc.d in paragraoh 1 of this rt:pQrt, the 
Army componLnt of th(. Mobile. RivLrinc Force consists of tht. Brigade 
Ht.adque.rtcrs and H(;ndquartLrs Company, two of 1 ts thtc(.: mam.uv<.r 
battalions anc a dinct sup'10rt artillery be.ttal1on m1nu~ one firing 
battery, The !rigs-de' s third me.nLUVE:r batte.lion is t:;mployt.d. as e. 
security fore(: at DONG TA?<i Baso - th(;· 9th Infe.ntry Division Forward 
Commend Post. The third E'.rt1llcry battery is dire.ct sup-port to 
this battalion 

,~ 

b. Prcst;ntly, the Brigadv's or~aniz~tion for comb~t 1s thl 
nsulto.nt of two signific[>nt factors, tht; first boing 1nsufficit.nt 
quantity of bLrthing spaCls on thl MRF's barre.cks ships to e.ccomodato 
e-. third I!l~ncuv(.r b".tta.lion, and sc.condly, th1.. Brig:,.dc. 0 s mission of 
providing DC:.l'iG T;.M Base, w1th a oo.ttalion-slz<; security cl1..mt:nt, 
Future ( short-re.ngl) plans for the MRF providl for th,: a.ddi tion of 
two Auxiliary Pcrsonm .. l Be.rrn.cks, Ships (iiPB) and onl Aux111e.ry 
Pt.rsonnc.l Light1..r c~PL) to hoUS(. E.nd transport th(. Bri,S.".dt:'s third 
mancuvl.r bettal1on, alonl with additional berthing for two more 
R1 ve;r Asse.ul t Squadrons,· 

c. The charr,.ctcr1st1cs and nn.turl of th(. MRF, as a "Mobile 
Striking Foret.:", arl such the.t both of tht.: Brige.d1.. • s mam.uv1..r bat­
tc.l1ons an: fully com"'it.tl.d in offcns1vt: initiatives ag'.".inst con­
(\t:ntre.tions of sizc.:e.bh. 1..m.mJ uni ts• In addition, one. me.nc.uvcr 
bottal1on is alw~ys t!?.Skld to !'.)rovidc onl Infantry com-pany to St.'curo 
thc. MOBILE RIV"t:;B...i.i'.~c; B...SE Whll!.. tht; s~cond mant.uvc.r brttc.lion is 
t!'!Skld to nrov1dc.: up to onL com,:inny to sccurl. thL fin sunport be.so 
(FSB), 'Jith th1.. nct1v<.. '!'.)articip"<t1on of a third mPn(.uvc.r batt-=-lion 
in MRF opcr~tions, the. MRF would ht. capablL of int<;ns1fyin.g its 
strikE.s, With :!lElXi::!lum tr-cticr-1 fllxib111ty t-.:, scvl.r t.nuny rout1.s of 
w1 thdraw:>.l, f1x and dLstroy him, 

J. · (C) Ft.r·sonnt.l ,•nd ~.dm1riistvt1on, 

a. Pc.rsonncl, 

(1) Unit Btrc.n~th1 Th(. nvt.ragc assignLd atrt.n,?,th of 
me jor subordin,,,tc uni ts of th(. Br1gadc. during thl pt;r1od 1 FE. bru.-:-.ry 
thru 15 ;~pr11 1968 we.s 1 

e: O/u-~; I) £AJ o AL 
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UNIT OFF EM TOT..L 

HHC, 2nd Br1g~dc 27 115 142 

Jrd Bn, 47th Infantry J7 697 7J4 

4th Bn, 47th Infantry- 4o 704 ?44 

Jrd Bn, 60th Infantry 36 670 7'l6 

Jrd Bn, 34th ... \rt1llory 41 463 SO!t 

( 2) The. f1t:ld mane. uvt.:r strength of u.ch 1nf'antry oot­
talion was approx1me.t~ly thrco-fifths (3/5) of its ass1gntd strcngtl. 
Tho rC:main1ng personnel wen. lnvolvld 1n ad.m1n1strat1vc and other 
matters such a.a hoap1 tal1ze-.t1on, dt t'l11S, R&R, lE.:e.vc, in tre-.ns1 t, 
Sick oall, profiles !lnd light duties ns a result of wounds. To im­
prove and 1ncrc.asc the f1tld mancuvt:r strE.ngth, cor~ ,andE:rs Etnd thoir 
staffs wore d1r£ottd to initiate aggressive administrative mcae~s 
to im~rovo their ptrsonncl mano.gcmcnt programs~ 

(J) ce.suclth:s as u rc.sult of hostllf.. acticr. for the 
pc. riod ( 1 Fcbru:iry thru 15 ~pr11 1968) wcr-c ns follows, 

lmll PE!!];QD ~ ~ ~ 

3rd Bn, 47th Int 1 thru 29 Feb 128 18 0 

l thru 31 M~r ?1 8 1 

1. thru 15 .:..pr 68 16 0 

4th Bn, 47th Int' 1 thrJ;l 29 h:b ?5 9 0 

l thru :31 Mar 108 10 0 

1 thru 15 .-.pr 91 15 0 

Jrd Bn, 60th Inf 1 thru 29 Feb 197 22 0 

1 thru :,1 M~r 70 12 0 

1 thru 15 •• pr 44 7 0 

CO!V'~IO£NTiA L 
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( 4) Total crsunl tit.a as a n:sult of hostilt. action for 
the period w,rci, 

filk 
117 8.52 1 

b, .\dm1nistrot1on, 

( 1) .Awc.rds a.ncJ. Dccorritions, 

Number of .'.we.rds o.nd Docorat1ons l'(;commt.ndod, 
(p1mdin5 ap-provr.l) 

CMli l DFC i uCM (V) e~-
D3C 2 SN __ia._ •• CM ~l.C 
ss 92 BS {V) 212 0'I'~1W :u 
LM Q BS 52 

(2) To minimize rtqu1r~mcnts for troops to rt.:turn to 
tht.: div1sionhcodquatt<n-s to B>l.w pt.:,rson.'."..l '.'..nd administrr.tivc problems, 
r(;prt·se;ntrt_ivcs of the division sn1..ciul stD.ffs Wt.:rL e.tto.chtd to tho 
Brig~.do to augmLnt its odministrativo cnp~b1l1tits, Tht. staff ropr~­
sf.nt~.t1on ·consists of a .J: st,,.l se:ction, finance tco.m, public inform­
ation dctFichmcnt and a rc-cnlistmt.:nt NCO. PE..riod.ic~lly, other t<;o.ms 
such as :.G, J.-..G ond IG c-.rt. diso~tchtd from di vision to sLrvc thL: 
troops as nquirt.d, · 

( J) Insufficient e.dm1n1strat1vt.: tr~.nS':)Oiti'.tion 
imparod th1.. nttniruncnt of timely rLspons(,s nnd SLrv1ct.s conc~rning 
postal act1 vi tie;s, adm1n1stro.t1 vt ,:,crsonncl move;mu1t, r-.nd other ad­
m1n1strnti vt: re;qu1n•me;nts, Individu--1s p;-.rt1c1'l;)r•.t1ng in a r1·.r1.; d~y 
out of country R&R could bL cxpocted to be absent from their ~nit 
for a period of tt;n to thirt(,Ln dnys duL to innd~quot(; transporto.tion 
assets nnd./or urr~ngcmLnts, ClosL ~nd t.:xtons1vt coord1nnt1on 1s 
-presently b\;ing und()rtnkL :1 to r(,duce; end subsoqu(;ntly cl1m1n~t~ 
the noted problem nrc2s. 

(4) Ht:r-lth nmri_incd "cxccllLnt" throughout thL pLricd, 

111 
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The Br1g::uk' s m~1ar1~. rc.tc Wc!s LXtr<.;rnt ly low o.nd most of the; mnn­
do.ys lost WE.re due to foot problt.ms. ~• surgic.:.l fac111ty With a 
JO bed on.pc.c1 ty w~s insto.llcd on one of tht. bnr tl' ck sh,1 ps { USS 
Colleton).· This fro111 ty is UBL primnrily o.s n mt.dicc.l clt,;o.ring 
st~tion for tht, MRF. 

( 5' Mor<>.lc n.mnlncd 11 (.,XCLllE.:nt" throu.:;hout tht. pt.:riod, 
Excclknt 11 V1fl3 conditions counlLd w1 th outst'l.ndins ll ?.durship, 
,:-nd continuous success durir13 comb.:.t opLrrtions contributed tOWl'.rd 
mc>.1nt:>.1n1ng r-.n 1_xtn:I!lCly high st.~tL of more.le: throughout thL com.mnnd.-. 

(6) Since the cono<.'pt1on of the MOBIL.c, fi.Iv.r:a:thE FOiiCl::, 
numerous v1s1t1~rs {both m1litnry and civilian), havL visited the 
MRF to vic:w its foaturcs Elnd f~.c111tic;s, To d['t<:, th.<. mo.jor1ty of 
these visits h~vL bt.:E:n·bcncfic1,...l to the MRF, 1n tha.t re;cogn1t1on 
is given to 1 ts p:-.st n.ccom...,llshmt.nts nnd nr~scnt n.qu1r(.I!l.E.;nts. Pcr­
son."lCl rcsourct:s "Tlrt. oc.::o.sionolly div<.rt1..d from oth1..r missions 1n 
prcpnratton for visitors 1 hom. vcr, th<. di vc.:rsion did not. scvE..rcly 
ar~oct the eocornplishmc~t o~ their missions. 

4. (C) Intt:lligrncc.: 1 

n. The Ln1..m.y forc1..s, ordt.r of b~ttlc nnd dispositions, 
prior to Lr'.ch comb,,t optr£>.t1o'n of the Brig".d(.' ::i.n ·,,rLs1..nt<.d 1n 
paregrn.'9h-c1ght of the Comb--t •• ftcr .• ct1on Rc:uort ntte.chud o.s in­
closurc.:s to this Opcr~tion~l Report, 

b. During thL rL uorte:d pcr1od, tht.. t.nLmy cont1nut.d to 
aclLct tho ti~E.., loc•tion and conditions for de:c1s1v(.; combat (..ngago. 
mcnts With fritndly forct.s. R~ furtht:r dcmonstr~tt.d his will to 
accopt ccmb,.,t only ~hE..n ht. occupit..d WE.;11 'Or<.pait,;.d defensive. positions 
and/or durinc- l::tt<. 1'(.;riods in the r.ftcrnoon. This reporting p<.·riod 
W'.lS chnr:".Ctt.rizcd by a s1gnif1ccnt incrt.osc in his <.J!':)lOYmtnt of 
automatic Wt,;lipons o.nd in thL cal1 bt:rs of diroct nnd. ind1roet firo 
wen.pons. Enemy raid t?pt, opuretions tncro'.l.S(.;d agn1.nst isol-
ated fir1.. bnscs and district towns. · 

c. The ViE.:t Cori.g's psychologic-:-.1 ws.rfo.re; t.ff'ort, th!lt of 
rcoru1t1ng and proselyting nct1v1t1cs dircotLd against the rural 
population, iner~nscd significQntly, concurrtn~u1th his thr~o.ts 
against mrljor urb'n o.rc.;c.s. Ind1ce.tions arc.: th~t thE.: enemy is· con­
o~ntr~t1ng on controlling th~ rurnl population. 

I I f 
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d, Com-olc.t<.: n.org~n1z,·-t1on of <.nf..my forces h<1.s o.lso occur­
red during tho ~Lriod of th1s rcl)ort, Int<.lliioncL 1nd1catcs thnt 
all Main For co ond Provinc1nl Mobilt,; Bnttcl1ons have split into at 
lc~.st tw~ cl(,,mtnts, Tlus, coupl(.;d With tht 1ncn.asc.d r<.:cruiting 
of'forts hns' nllowcd hira to 1ncn:c.sc:his t.:fff..ct1vt.: comb2t str()ngth­
by a.ppro:x11r1'l.toly one-third, rc.covcr1ng thE. losses of: th(. TET 
period, Th(.;SC trool:ls, how(.;vcr, a.r(. not tht.. t.:quivnlc.-nt oclil:x.r of 
those lost, It is 1~tcrcst1n:! to note th~t District Corop~hif..S arc 
r(.;ccntly r1.fcrrGd tons B~tt~l1ons with the prob~bl(.; intc.ntion of 
orcatin3 an atmosphcrL of ndd1t1onnl strength, In almost all casE.;s, 
tho strongth of the oocpany hns no~ s1gn1f1cnntly 1norcas~d. Th~rc 
havt been numerous rv:;orts of NV,\ units opcr['tin3 or p'.lssing through 
KIEN TUONG Province: nnd massing along the LONG •• :~, KIEN '£UONG and 
DINE TUONG border orE.:a, The enemy is nttcm~t1ns ~n economic strnn­
gul2.tion of provinc1nl towns and to d1ei-upt; the <.conomio stnbil1 ty 
of' thl.' present GVN. There arc incrLnsing rcnorts of underground 
pol1t1cnl orgtn1ze.tional mcct1n~s 1n order to prc.:part.. for the oven- · 
tual take over of thl. govt.;r!ll!t(..nt, More r<.ccntly thL cmcmy hns bcon 
conc~ntr~ting his efforts 1n tr0in1ng troops nnd resupply act1v1tios 
w1 th less (.mphesis on stand-off rockc.t and mortcr attE'.cks. • .. 1s0 
there has occn an incrc$SC 1n swiI:1II1er/sappor and sapper activity,· 

c, Infarm'.;'.t1on 9.nd intcll1gcncc 1s f..Xcllf.ngcd 11~rolly 
botwocn nu ngc:nc1Ls rind the Brigo.dc by tit..~.ns of liaison offioors, 
mcss£1.gc tri:tffic, n.nd pt;rsonal ( staff) coord.1n'lt1on and 11e.1£on, 
S1gn1f1c~nt 1ntLlligE.;ncc inforrn,:,.tior✓matcr1~.l was obt!'.inc.d from 
the following sources, tht.. 9th m.11 try Inte;ll1itncc (MI) Dctachmc.r..t 
located nt DONG T • .M, Prisoners of W!:\r (POW' s) a.nd ·sympathizors, ?th 
tJiVN D1v1S1on ngt.;11t net, 525th MI Dctochul(..nt, Fif.;ld 1nformat1on ·re­
ports from Nav'.lJ. Intcll1gcnco .Liaison Office, spo·t rc-oorts, intell­
igence Swnmar1C;s; and olcctronic moi:.ns. In most .cas1.s, in:formation 
and lnt·clligt..ncc were not part1cul€'.rly c.fft;ctivo b<.cnus<. they wore 
'not t1;1oly. . 

f. Encoy cl'.pEl.b111t1t·s and l1t:1i tat ions f..Xhl bi tcd during 
the reporting pL'riod rornc.in _tho SllnQ 1 Tho onomy rtJts.ins tlio 
capability of conduct1n3 platoon nnd coopnny B1Z(.; attncks on out­
posts and village;s !:l.S W(.;11 as b'.:l.tt1:>.llon size attD.cks on District 
and Provincie.l Towns and mili tn.ry instc.1J.ct1ons. He cc.n also c~"'n­
duct stand-off mortc:-r =nd rockt.:t mrass1ng =itt~cks.InAic!ltions }.il.l'El 
1nf1ltrr-.t1on, proselyting and rf.;supnly activity Will also continue 
on a largo see.le;, in addi t1on to t.ho 1ntcr<i1ction of m:-.jor lines 
o~ commurdc ..... tions. H1s dc.;sirc: to gn.in control of rurc.l population 
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Will contlnuo to be a. priority n1ss1on, even though he ls not C8P­
ablc of ma1nto1n1ng the. desired degree of pol1t1oal and military 
control. De soi tc h1 s m111 trry c.nd poll t1 C!:'.l obj<. ct1 vcs, tht; cnomy 
rt;m$!.1ns vulncr'),blc. to m'.lsscd :nrtillory fire. aerial obscrv.-:1t1on and 
clcctron1c survc1llenoo. Considcr1ns the c.nc.my's cnpe.b111t1cs 1t 
1s thought th.,t his possible courses of ~ctlon Will include ~ont1n­
ucd rc.cruitmcnt, tr~.1n1ng ,..nd rcsuuply .,_ct1v1t1Ls, in odd1t1on to 
the 1n1ti~t1on of r.tt-.cks o.g:-.1nst ffl1nor t-::.rg«.ts in stn.:n._-;th, 1ntc.n­
sify1ng harassnLnt of major lint.a of collll!lun1c~t1ons ~nc1 military 
1nst~llnt1ons. If ot all fc~s1bl~, the. c.ncmy will 1n1t1oto an 
offLns1vc on th«. same sc~lo as his TET off<.nsivc. 

S. ( C) Comb"t Opc:r~.t1ons a - ;i. SW!lm"tion of the. concc.pt ::>.nd execution 
of L"'-Ch of the. Brig:i.do opcrr.tions 1s p:-Lsc.ntcd as follows, 

a. OpLr~.t1on COBONa>O X. 

(1) Dr.tea, 18 Jnnunry thru 12 Fcbru0!'Y 1968. 

(2) M1ss1on, ·To conduct·r1vc.r1nc, scerch and clear, 
patrolling ~nd 1ntcrd1ctory o~~r~tions bl.fore, during and after 
tho TB! Truce, 1n Gi!.\O Due District, DINH TUONG Provino<>, and My ~n 
District, East KIEN PHONG Provine<;• to loc'.1tc, fix ,.._nd destroy enemy 
forct.s before and nftcr the Truce p<;r-iod t.nd to dc.ny or d1Srupt 
enemy lines of com.~un1c~t1ons during the Truce, 

(J) Loc-t1on1 DINH TUONG Provinco, and KIEN PHONG 
P:-ov1noc• Republic of V1o1mam • 

. ( 4) Col!Dllnndor I Colonel Be-rt b.o '.David, 

(S} Forces 1nvo1v~d1 

(a) Wa 

1 2nd Brig:>.do, 9th Inf Pntry D1 Vision. 

2 - T:isk Poroc_117 - u.s. Navy t.lemcnt. 

( b) Others 1 7th ..UlVN D1 v1s1on 
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(6) Concept nnd LXLcut1cn, 

( a) Seo Inclosuro II 2 ( Combflt 0pt:r-.t1ons iLttcr 
.:'s.ction Report C0R0N.J)0 X) 1 

( b) T~ l!\it(.r pl'riod for wnioh this Comrot 
:~ftcr ~~ct1on Rt.:'!'.lort 1s prcp'.'.rcd: co·1nc1dcs- W1 th the bc.glonlng .or the 
TET offensive;. Tht..: Briga.dc opcratc.d during the offt;nsivc 1n thrco 
gc.nt.rn.l nrcos, MY THO o.nd 1 ts environs I the area around· Ci.I Lu.I, 
::i.nd 1n VINH LOi-;G o.nd thL !lfcO.s south c.nd irc;st of the 01 ty • Prom 
29 J~nu~ry thn1 6 Fcbru~ryi tht Br1g-do accounted for 252 VC killed 
{ by body count) a.t o. loss of 11 us.:. killed. On Jl Jl.\nu~ry tht..: 
Br1ga.do, minus orw comp<iny (which clcoloyc.d to VIiili LONG airfield) 
moved from the .B..Cii J:lU0_N~ to MI THO. c1 ty. Follol·r1ng beach 

asscults on 1 Ft.1bru.t:1.ry, the· Br13~dc undortook to elc~r the wt:s:Ccrn 
port~on 0--f the cl ty of ::i.11 .. cnc..JIIY' clements, and ~-r1 thin thirty-six 
hours 1 t h~d coonlc. tcd 1 ts ml ss1on. On tho 2nd of Ft. bruory the 
the Br1g".dO movf.:d 1nto the ~I I,.~ ~rcn to cut off cnt .. my oscapv 
routes nnd cng".gc enc.my cl.<.mcnts moving 1nto tht.: 4?0 Bnsc area. On 
5 Fe:brurtry 1 t ::.-oloc~!=cd to VINH _.LONG, whore for the nc.xt throe days, 
before roturn1ng to· ~.:notht.r SCf?.~Ch and cloar m1ss1on north of MY 
tl:lo, 1.t engaged nnd .destroyed m~jor clements of the VC J06th MF -
Batt~l1on, rcli~ve;d enemy pressure on the. city from tlu.: south,-and 
reopened mejor w~tci'trn.ys oxtond1ng south from th«: TIEN GLJIG Bl,vcr, 

b, 0J)l:mt1on <;!OR0i.i • .D0 Xl • 

(1) Dntt:.SI 13 Fcbru~ry thru 4 M!:'.rch 1968. 

(2) Mission, Conduct r1vcr1n<-, a1rmob1lc 1 BL~ch o:xi 
simcp: opcr~t1ons ln ~ -B4JG D1str1ct, PHONG Dnm Pro~1nco to l.ocnto 
f'1x :ind dostr~y olomcnts o~ VC ·)O), jo6 and .309 Mf:.· B-~-+:~~1on ar.d 
.T .. ~y DO. Battal1on :r ~ II --ln zono. 

(3) Loc~t1on, PHONG DINH Prov1noc, Republic ot 
V1ctnnm, 

(4) Com,~a.ndcr1 Colonel Bort .A, De.Vida 

(5) For~~s 1nvolv<.da 

(a) us, 

• 

f 
I 
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l 2nd Br1.3-dc,;, 9th Inf.~ntry D1 v1s1on. 

~ T~ukF0rcc 117 - U.S. m.ir.r ohmcnt. 

( b) Otht..rs 1 21st • .RVN Di vision, 

( 6) Ccnccpt -".nd execution, 

( n) Sec Inclosurc,; I. 3 : Combr,t Opcr· tions ,.ftcr 
•• ct1on Report CORON .. .DO XI). 

(b) Oporntion CORON.J)O X1, as origin::-lly conco1v­
t.d, would bL conductLd 1n thrc.t: nh-:ist;s 1nvolv1n[!. dcployrnt;nt, c,;m.ploy-, 
mcnt nrid rc,;dcploymLnt of the Mobilc R1vcr1n<. Force, Tho first 
ph~se cons1stLd of doploymLnt of the MRF froI'l DONG T • ..M to c. .. i~ TliO, 
nftcr lThich both •• rmy and N'.ivy t.lcmt..nts were c.m'!)loy<.d 1n tnct1cnl 
oner "'.tions, Tl1t. t.mT)loym<;nt nh'.:l.SC tcrn1n:1t(.;d w1 th the rLd(.;ployracnt 
ph~s1.; 1 wherefore thL MRF rt.;turm.-d to thl. DONG T,.M ~rc.e1 0 

( c) During tht puiod 13 Fc.bru:--ry thru J M'.lrch, 
tht,; MRF anchored off C, .. N THO nrid thL Brig~.dc opt..r t<.d continuously 
in C,•I &.NG District, PHONG DINH Provincco QJ>(-r~.tion COilOi~..DO XI 
ocg".n w1 th the im~1Cmllntcit1on of OPORD 15-68 · nnd <.mploymt.nt of 
W'.:l.tcrborm; ~R1 vt.rin<.;) insertions of Infc- ntry un1 ts nlong the BA.CH 
C. .. N THO. During subscquc11.t oµcrations, th(. MRF Lngc . .3<.d V1E-t -Cong 
M'.:l.1n 1-'orct. Batt'.'.'l tons Which h"d mnssLd on thL UL stern p<,riphlry of 
C •• N THO city. ThLsL: op<,r·t1ons c1ccountod for 297 7C klllt.d (by 
body count) rcsult1n2 from~ S(.rit:s of r1vt.r1nt.·~nd cin:iobilc 1n­
st:rt1ons nnd swcc?s throughout difficult tf,,;rrni_n WLst c,nd south­
trL·st of the c1 ty. On 22 Fcbruory the MRF maac 1 ts dccpl:st southern 
pcnctr-:.tion into PhClJG HlEP District wht.I(. it cne~ge:d hoo.dquartcrs 
.'.lnd su-o·,ort t.lt.nLnts of thc. VC MR III Hoadqu-:,,rtcrs :,,long the KINH 
S~INTtNOY. In six hours of fighting the MRF :::i.ccountcd for 66 enemy 
kill(.d '1.t 9. loss of thrt:L woundL:d, ComplL:tE.: t:::i.ctio~l surprise wns 
nch1cvcd wht: n clLml nts of th1.: VC comp:cny st..curing th(. MR III Hc~.d­
quarte:rs wen; c~ught U!ll\Wnrc by the. MRF doployme:nt some 20 mllos 
1nlnnd froI'l thL B...SSJ.c Ri vt;r. 

(d) On 24 Fcbru~ry, the: MRF <.mploycd the cordon­
and-sc'.:l.rch technique to seal off thE- 1S1"\nd of CU Luo MY, close to 
tho cnstc.rn shore of thL B..S.j,.c River, ten k1lomLtcrs south of CuN 
THO. L11rgo-sc",lC Ncivc.l -p".rt1c1 D'1t1on t.st'.:1.blislkd the cordon by 
douloylng Hi v<.r :.ss'.3.ul t cr~ft (a: .. c) nround th<. 1slc.nd bl for<. dc.wn, 
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The Brig--dc I s r.i"l.m:uvcr b,.,tt'"'.llons ( J-47th nnd J-60th Inf!:mtryi w~ro 
1ntroduoud into the northt.rn ~nd southorn-onds of the 1sland1 ros­
pcot1vcly1 tl coi:npktc ac!lroh of isl~nd followod. Tho 1nhnbito.nt-s 
wc,ro dircotod to ::so tc on<; of two ool).t.etlon points csto.bl1shcd on 
the 1slr,.nd., BufQr<: tho oporr:t1on· wns complct<;d 4JS dctninus wcro 
proct.:sstd I two "'t.rt. olt.ssU'hd :is PO',I' s' ~nd 2J were olasslfhd as 
ci v11 dcf.:inch.nts • In M.di t1on 49 bunkt.:rs •n. re d<;stroyt.d, Tho joint 
cordon a.nd Bl. ~.rch o,:Jcr..,tlon rcprcs1..:nt1.d a. sign1f1o . ..,.nt innovntion in 
MRF Qr,>erl'lt,.ons. 

(c) Com'b"lt opou~tions 1n Opcr~t1on C0tl0I'i....LJO XI 
t~m1n-:tr.d on J M~rch 1968·, nt which time th<; YlRF rt.:dcploy1.d. from· 
C._.N ~HO_ to the v1c1n1ty of DONG T •• N, The cpcr~t1on tt.rmi~tc;d on 
4 M~rch 1968 w1 th thE.: MRF _ _nssumins o. Rapid R1.o.ct1on Fore<.; (RRF) 
m1ss1on whilo rotnt1ns two of tho Brigad.o•f: mn.n~uvcr rottnl1ons. Thu 
)-~7th Inf,:,.nt~y dcbc.rk<;a. fror. the TJS Ship Collt;ton nnd the.· 4-47th 
Inf-intry stJ1rtcd ucb:-.rknt1ort oboo.rd tht. srunt 

~c O~ro.t1on TRlJONG CONG DINH. 

(1:· Datos1 7 M'.:1.rch 1968 thru Pnscr~t. 

( 2) Mission, In coord1n~t1on rind coop~~i:t1on with 
ckmcnts of th!.; 9th Inf".ntry Division (u,·s.) o.nd 7th il.HVN D!v1s1on, 
conduct. tnctic!'.ll opcrct1ons 1n C:'.1.St, south ct..ntr ..... l ~nd CC!ltro.l . 
rINH TUONG Province to loc~tc, f;x and destroy enemy (;ltmcnts 1n, 
~one. 

Victr...:i.m, 
( J) Loc~.tion, Dil ..J. TUONG Province, Republic of 

( 4) Comrnr.ndcr I Colo~l Bert :~. Devid, 

(5) Forces 1nvo1vcd1 

( 6) 

( o.) OS I 

1 2nd Brig--.dt;, 9th Infnntry Division, 

1 ~Mk 1on:o 117. u.s~ Novy ~l~m~nt. 

J Elc~ont of 1st BriG~dc, .9th Inf~ntry Divis! 

(b) 0thc;,r1 7th • ..RVN. D1v1Sion 

Conct.lft ani:L o?\ocuti9n, A / 
(,_tt,J;V~I LJ£/b;/ A-, 

•o 

1 

1 

! 
j 
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('.'l.) Su .. ·Inclusurc ;¥ 4 (Comh-,t Opcr'.'l.tions ,Ste;r 
dCt1on Rt.port 1~0~t~ ~Cd~ D!Nrl) (rh~sL 11 

( b) Opcr"tion ~.-i.i.iC1,G CO,,G I.JINh, n comb1m.d •• RVN/ 
US op<.r~tio~, com~ris<.d scvt.r~l t~ctic-1 opcr"..tions in i.JI~h TRUON~ 
FrovincL, IV Corps T:'.ctic ·.1 Zom.,, Th<. 7th .... BVN Di vision port1c1p<i.t(.d 
in ofr<.nsivL op<.r~tlons with t.lt.mLnts of tht. 9th Inf,-.ntry Division 
<:-.nd thl MRF to loc~t(.. 'l!'lcl. dl:stroy t.n<.my ll<.m<.nts Within the P-rovinct.. 
Om; of thl 9th Inf".ntry Division's raissions w-s to nrot<.ct thl 
Lnglnc<.r v,fcrt "..nd 1r.iprov<. st.curlty nlong routt. 4 irhich ls th£. 
cconl"ll!lic llfc-11nc: of thl Dt.ltr-1 1 s 1nh 0.bit-nts '"'nd .,_ prlmt.: 1nt<.rd1c­
tlon t·rgct of tht. Lnt. □y, 

( c) Tht. t'lRF' s prirt1ci "9-t1on in opLration Tii.0O1'!<.z 
CChG i.JlI~n co:J..,l nct.d on 7 N:-.rch 1968, wl th tht. imp~_<.mt.nt ·t1on of 
MRF CPO.till 20-68, ThE.; !!l~r,cuvLr bnttr.Uons wcr<. dc".lloyE..d by rlvt.rinc 
1~cvt:r.1<.nt into CiIO G •• o District, c. .st DINri I'UONG Provinct. to conduct 
rLconnn1ssr->.nct;-in-forcc. out.r"t1ons "'nd dLstroy <.-m.T!ly <-1<.ocnts 1n 
zone, 'Iht.: Brigrd<.; 9s 1nit1',l o-p<.-rc.t1on W'.:.S ~m<.;nd<.d whLn 1ntcll1gcncc 
rvports of c~ncc..ntr~tld t. nu:iy c.cti vi ty in en :·djr.c<..nt c.rt·€1 cc.ust.d 
rcdcnloymcnt/cl!l."1lOY-'l nt of th< mrtn<. uv<.r b".ttc.lions. S1,1bsE..qucnt opcr­
'.:'.tions Wt.r• init1-tld ".S thl Br1grdc.:'s '.'.rt.". of ODLI'ntion ( •• 0) \l'.:.S 

<.;Xt<..ndc..d 1.f<.st ~nd into ct.:ntr~l Dl.Nh 'i'Ucr~G Province.. 

(d) During the first wc.c..k of opc.r~tion ~rtUO~G 
CQi-,iG D!Nd, th<. Brig'dt." e;st:'bl1::1h1..d cont'.:.Ct Wl th cl<..ci..nts of thL 
261st ,r-,nd 26Jrd VC Bc.tt8.lions, r.nd possibly tht.: 514th VC B'."'.tto.llon 
:-s \o!cll. Tht.sc. 11 cont,.cts" wc..rc. n(.vt.r t.xnloit<.;d to n prt.found rt.esult, 
du<. to thl nonn.vr.1l'.:.b111ty of sufficient troop rt.s0urc<.s nquir<.d 
to -provide thL cori~<.ndc.r i-'1 th tactical fl<.;xo.billty, Th<.; t.n<.!ny 
would frt.quLntly IL'"::i.1n c".'.nCLr,lld until l~tc in tht. 2ftLrnoon, c.nd 
tht.n hl would Ln~-gt. fril:ndly forct.:s with hi..~vy v0lu.r1LS of firt.. 
The. t.nL·!"ily kno'-"S th"t he c~n t.strblish contact quickly ,:-nd th<.n 
Wi thdrr,w ~t his w1.l '. undLr thi.. C0Vlr cf dnrknl:SE. 

( l) The. IL:l'.:cindt.r of th1.. nl.'."'nth of Mr.rch S'.lW 
11 ttlL sie;n1f1c · nt lnt.P.J.y cont"ct. Ene;rglut.nts W(.;rL fr<.qu1..nt, but 
1nsubstnnt1a1. IntLlli2;LnCL n ,,0rts continUf.d to confirn thl.. E..nLmy's 
pn.scncc 1n ~.rces :i.cccssiblc to thE.; Mobilt. RivLrint; Force, but th<.; 

11 
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cnt.:my wes ncvc:r ontr~p,;>cd 1n lo.rgE. uni ts. 

d. Gcnr.·r'"'-1. During thE. pE.riod 1 FE.bru-:ry 1968 to Jl 
Mnrch 1968, thli Jrd Bl'tt".l1on, )4th ii.rt1lltry, util1z1ng A B'.lttcry 
in on airmob1lo o.nd lnnd-mob1lo conf1gur~t1on and B nnd C Battor1oG 
1n n ws.tcrbornc conf1gurr.tion, pn.rticipl'.te:d in 17 different opcr­
o.t1ans·, nsnondud to 2567 f1ro missions 'lnci. fir(;d 95,514 rounds. 

(1) Viet Cong <1mbush1 On thE. night of Jl Janu'.".ry 1968 
and O".rly morning of 1 FE.bruary 1968, B n.nd C BE'ctt:.rit.-s <1nd :aD.'Cto. .. 
lion Hc:-:.dquA.rtcrs wen. nmbush<:d on the RJlCH RUOi,G Cii.1-i • ..I, o.ftE.r ox­
tr"'ct1ng from Fire Support Bnses Floridn (XS990551)' end Alnbo.mn 
(XS944SOJ). FrhncUy cosu<>.lti<.s WE.rt; 1 HIA from tho 1097th bo~t 
compC1ny, 1 ';/IA artillery, and 1 KIA from naval uscort. 

(2) Sustr1nE.d OT)Crnt10nnl movc1,1E.nt1 On 12 Fcbru~ry 
1968 tho Mob11E., Ri Vl rino ForcL V'".s cn~~gt-d 1r opt;r'·t1ons 1n the Ap 
B:ic nrcc.. of DINH TUOi~G Province-, Th£. b:-rgc: nrtillLry, consistins 
of Bnt½~iion Hc?.dqu'.:'.rtc.rs '.Jnd B ::.na C Bc.tt<:rH.-s, h~d c.stnblish(Jd a 
fire support b:-,,sc at tho LONG DINH Bridgt; vicinity (XSJ81495) 0 Tht; 
order for (..Xtr'"'ctton 't1c>.s issut.d •".nd ot o.µproxim-tE.ly lJOO hours the 
b:i.tt"lion 1·:~.s crdcn.d rock to its b"sc in DONG 'I· •• N, Tht. oxtraot1on 
was ini tl".tcd, hoi-rcvcr prior to closing into DONG Tn~i tho unit wns 
di vc.rtcd .'.\nd g1 vcn the mission to deploy immcd1 ,.,tcly to. CP.N THO 
vicinl ty (WR859135). Rcsup".lly bonts ;r(..rt. dlspntch1.;d from tht 
colt'lllll into DONG 1'1;.N while the m~in body procccd.cd I.Jest on the 
MEKONG RIVER tow:-.rds C,..N THO• A 5000 go.llon diesel n.fuE.lcr tnnkcr 
wss procur(.,d ~u1d. lo'.:'.dcd en n LCM-8 bo-:t for boc..t n.fu1.;ling while in 
route. Th<-- ru:tV'.:\l cs~ort jo1nod the: '."rtillcry cor.voy n short time 
aftt:.r rcfucl1.r.g 1n DONG T.1;J1. Thi:. t:ntirc movcm1.;nt took np·,:,ronmntoly 
JO hours and thl: LCM-8 boats did not LX'!.}cri1.;ncc 2..ny m2.jor mninten­
ance problt.ms. ;,int<:r n<;1.vigntion E.Spt:ci"lly durin?, tht. night hours 
was no hindcr~ncu nnd ~11 clcmLnts of th£. column rt;m~1n~d in commun-
1c.:-,.tions :1nd c.rri VLd '.lt their dcstinnt1cn. Th(; ncccmulisr.mc.nt of 
this long sust~inLd mov<..i::Knt Without pr1or noticE. op(;ns the: possib­
ili ty of SUt\,'Orting opL·rntions in thL t..xtrcme southern c.rcD.s of the 
MEKONG DEL'r". whcrE. it 1-rould oc difficult to cmpl::-.cc rt.gular lnnd 
b~svd ort1ll~ry. 

( 3) A.1,rmob1li ty of thl bc-.rgc nrtillc;ry. On the morn­
ing of 20 FL bru"ry 1968, C B~tti..ry w,,s informed to prepare for nn 
uirmobilc out;r~tion from the flrE. SUT\;:ort b."'.SE; nE.::ir the C.i.N THO 
Airfield (W~A<:iJ114) to PHONG DI:NH Province (1JB947726) • A1rmob1lo 
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oqu1pmcnt to 1ncludc a 1/4· ton truck and J/4 ton tre11lcr were flown 
in from DONG Th.N on the. e;vt.;,n1ng of 20 Fcbru::i.ry 1968, Thu battery 
prcpnrvd ,for the op<.r-:it1on on· 21 Fel?rut\ry 1968 and 1 t wo.a doo1dod to 
11ft all cq•Jl nmq1t, wl th th<; t.Xt:Option of thc f1ru d1rcot1on contcr 
veh1clc, from the br::i.rgcs thcmsclVt;S, At 0100 hours 22 Fcbrulll'y 1968 
the. b'."ltt".lion a.long w1 th both bntturios ( B & C) displ~ct.d from tho 
CAN THO A1rfkld s1 to and proccedod to a ocnchlng s1 to v1c1n1ty 
WR961997, This move Hcts mnd1,; for tt,cticnl n:r:>.sons nr,d to cxpoditc 
the s1rl1ft by providing n shortor turn.around t1mc for the CH-47 
hclicontt:rs. Tht. bc.ttcry ocochf.)d in posi t1on at 0645 and wo.s nnchv.L"• 
cd by 0700. The first '.:lircr'..l.ft sortie arri vt.·d o.t 0710 for tht. 
batt<:ry co'lll'll~mdcr nnd his party of JJ men, The remo.ining sorties 
srrivcd at 0800 hours. Tho oo.ttcry clost.d into its a1rmobilc.s1to 
at 0930 hours nnd wrts completely loid nnd ready to fi~ at lOJO 
hours. Many problems wore cncountcroa. on this first airlift such 
as early nrrlv~l of sortiL's nnd on occupnt1on sito which Would not 
support the howitzer b,scs (o. new one wrs sclcctod upon c.rrivnl). 
The opcrl"'tion 111Ustr.tcd the vt:rso.t111 ty of barge rirtlllory. The. 
a.ctu!'ll pickup of thE.. guns c.nd cqui pmcnt W!'-S mndo d1rc.ctly from tho 
barge dccksc In1t1c.l c;i.r-ss V and nsup:ply sorties were lift<;d off 
the decks of the MHB LST, The accomplishment of this airmobilo 
mission domonstr.'.'tted thg,t dcop pt.motro.tidns into the MEKONG DELTA. 
can be nccomplishod by !lirl1ft1!13 c.rtillcry in the above mannor. 

(4) Land tlE..rylOymcnt of b~ttolion qpcrnt1ons center, 
During the lntc.r part of M~rch the 2nd Brig".de conducted opcirE>.t1ons 
in DINH TUONG Province north of MY THO. Since th<; monE.;uvoring olom­
cnts dcryloycd ~ cons1dcrnblt: distl"'ncc 1nl2nd 1 it w~s not foas1blo 
to cmuloy th<. b=.rgc nrtillcry bc.ttcr1cs ( B & C), As n nsult' A 
Bc.ttory nnd the Bnttolion HE. -:,dqu::.rtcrs nnd Opt,rtions CcntE.;r doploy­
cd by ro~d nt dnwn to the soccer field south of Tnn Hicp on Routo 
4 (XS474551). ThE.; rocd m~rch took npprox1mctcly 1 1/2 hours nnd 
procu;dt,;d w1 thout itld.dont. Duster clc.mE.;nts ( twin 4omm cnnnons on 
,t·rncks) :,.nd quad 50 coli ocr mnch1no ·gun vchiclt,;s were t;mploycd ·o.s 
FSB s~curlty ~lo~~ with two Pl~toons of infantry. Ccr~nd burikors 
·were built. Durin;; thc1.]. c0nstruct1ch tho· firt.:s of '.lrt1llory. f'i"on· -
.afire su·,rort b'."sL.s '1t T • .N RIEF, T .. !"J •• H ~nd BI.i::.N PiiUOC wore controlled 
·'by the use ("'f r~dirs r.wuntE.;d in thrco i ton trucks Q Ht.r1do.uarters 
2nd Br1g--:de; w~s co-loc,.t,.;d with tht: [ll.'tillL;ry b'ltt'l.lion hcodqu-::rtEJrs. 

( 5) 
morning hours of 

Enemy mort~r ntt-:.clt on Brig:-:dc FSB1 In the early 
9 M:-.rch 1968 th<.' Brigade and Artlllory Battalton: 

C'OIVJ-/ 2JE!VTl r/ I_ 



.1\VDE-4?MH-A 29 Apr1l 1968 
SUBJ.t:.CT I Opt..r".t1cn~l RE.''IX'It of 2nd Eri3,.dc., 9th Inf,.ntry Di v1s1on 

for Period Ending 30 A~r11 1968, Rc~ort Cnntrol Symbol 
CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

and B Buttery wcro mortnn.d. o.t Fir~ Support B::vsc Hc.lloren (XS5764o8), 
Two nrtillt.ry b~rgc;s we.re dcstroyu1 along With four Ml02 howitzers, 
Brnvo Bn.tttJry h::id l KIA =-.nd 6 WIA. 

o, Tnct1cs !'\nd 'l'(;ohniques, Tho missions ::-.ssignt.··d thC' 
Br1grtdo during th£; rc1'ort1ng period wt:rc: scnrch :ind clv·.r, S!.O.rch 
and destroy, and cordon ~nd soorch missions ng~1nst VC guerrilla 
nnd. M!l1n Forc(J units W1th1n tht. Dclt~, The Mobil£; R1vt.-rinc rorcc, 
of Which tho Br1g~do represents th~ Army oomplcmt..nt, is idcclly 
su1tc:d for its role in olimlnatins tho enemy in the MEKONG D:t;LTa. 
To accomplish the Brig~.do' s ass1e;ncd !!11s sions tJ.nd dt..fc=i.t the t·ncmy 
1n his onvironmt..nt 1 tho Brlg~dc mr-,de maximum use of the; mob1li ty 
provid<.:d by the: ships and boc.ts of Tr-.sk Force 117 to insure thnt 
full. supriort for Infr-.ntry Bc:-.ttc-llo.ns w::is provided during oporations, 
Within hours of rtcclpt of movcmcn~ orders, the ships ~nd bo~ts of 
TF 11? c!lrr1cd the Brig<::-.dc 1 s comb'.:\t o.nd oomb'.'t support clc:m!.nts in­
to AO 1 s locr.tcd vlrtunlly throughout the ocntrcl D(.:l ta s.ron. Upon 
employment of the lnf".ntry :lE.;mt.:nts w1 thin the AO, N=i.vnl boa.ts of 
the task force p::-ovidt;d din ct :".nd indin.:ct fires to th(; mancuvt:.~­
ing tltm~nta, in odd1t1on to LSt~bl1sh1ng blocking !)OS1t1ons on 
waterways ndj~ccnt to the AO. 

( 1) T~ctics. Th(.. t<:ct1cs <..mployLd 1ncludui roconnnis­
sanc~-in-forcc opcr~tions (formerly t1tlod, senxch ~nd destroy), 
cord.on ~nd St".rcn ani combr,t air '.lSSIJ.ults, 

( n) R(;connniss!).ncc-1n-forco, Both o~.tt~l1ons of 
the Brlg'\dc conr'uctcd cxtl.nsivc rec0Maiss::ncc .. 1n .. forcc opcro.tions, 
When airmobil~ nsscts were avnilcblL, tht. b~ttnlions a\r as-
s~ultt.:'d into :nult1plv 1-:-,ndlng zones, flnd once on tht.: ground, thoy 
bcg9.n swooping 011 two or more axcs with o. com".luny s1zo force on 
ce.oh ute- All COI!lp'.'.nit;S were normnlly kept w1 thin sun,ol't1ng or 
ro1nforc1ng dist'.'.ncc of c-·ch other. This tt.chniquc of swe;cp1ng an 
arc~ .• provided the> Bir.ittal1on Commnndcr tht. flcx1 bill ty to rolnforco, 
attack or cnc1rclo nn enemy forcL 0ncc ~ com~~ny m:'l.dc cont~ct. 

(b) Cordcn and suarch. The conduct of u joint 
Army and Nnvy cordon .".nd. sc.".rch opt:.r'.".tion W:ls om.: of the highlight­
ing fcuturcs of comc:-.:.t opcr.--:t1ons conducted during this r£.;port1ng 
·period. Tho char~ctcristics of this typo of Op(:r~t1on havo dt~on­
strntcd a uniquo technique. of the MRF, In ~dd1t1on to •sonling offw 
~fl'~rt.n, tho ass~ult su~~ort ~~t~ol bents of the MRF ~re positioned 
to roinforco/support inf'.:\ni:;ry Llcml nts during thdr st..~.rch. w1 thi 

I 
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both indirt.ct nnd d~_rcct f1rLs. 

( c) Comb'.:l.t o.ir D.SSC".Ul ts. 0pt.rr.tions during this 
period cont1nuLC1. to illustr·tc thrt ~irmob1lc nssots, WhE.>n rct-d11y 
rivn.ilnblc, mny influcncL thl course. of n tnctic::-.1 si tu~tion. Comb'.',t 
e.1r o.ssnults complcmt.ntt..d rivlrinc· oper"tions n.nd m~do µiorc offoc­
ttvc the introduction of a~nid Rc.~ction Forccs into AO's to roin­
form: n unit in contn.ct, oxryloi t the cr.cmy s1 tuntinn; .... nd LStnblish­
cd blocking positions. The Brig~de nlso c.xpnnd.Ld its cmploymont 
r"lngE.. within AO's by 1.t:1nloying !.ts E.:lc.mcnts 1n ~otnb~.t o.1r nsso.Ults. 
During scvorF.11 oporr-.tlons, bi'.ttnlions and comp~nit;s conducted r1·vcr-
1nf.: movement to pick-up zonf.is (PZ' s) loc!.".tcd nc""r noocss1 blc water­
ways whcncu thoy prcperc.d for am. c:xocutud n.1rrilob1lc assaults into 
tho AO. Tho cc:mb1nation of r1 vt.r1no and ~-irmob1lc dcploymc.nt per­
mi ttcd the Brign.dc to introduce its fighting t:.l<..mc.nts into oroas 
When, t;X1st1ng w.-.tcrwnys were not nnvigcblE..·• Frc;qm,htly, PZ's WGro 
co-loc'.:.t(.;d w1 th firt: suu':."lort bttS(.;S I from the so PZ' s ono b:1.ttnlion 
conducted n r..-:pid o.1rl1ft into l'.:!.nding zonLS wh1ch tnct1ca11~, com­
plomcnt<;d beech loc--t1ons for th<; othl.r rott::ilion. 

{ 2) TL chn1quc;s, 

('.:1.) "E:.iglL Flont" - This tLc'.rniquL involvl.s CJm­
ploying 1nf:-,.ntry E..ll. □(.nts on Araorc.d Troop Ca.rri<;rs {ATC' s) 11'!, 
waterways adj".ccnt to cind wi. thin th<. AO, A scrit..s of multiplo'- 1n­
scrt1ons '.lrc mod(; nt r".ndom, ".nil_ not nt prcselLctLd loc::i.tions, to 
dccc1vc thE.: cnu1y as to the true ':lrC'l. of int~nct.cd. b<.nching (nsso.ult 
landing)• This technique also pcrm1 ts the como.".ntkr to explo1 t 
tn.rgots of opportunity which develop durill,'3 deploymLnt to the obJcc­
tivo nrco, 

(b) Anoth<;r new tc.chniquo \-Jhich Lnh"ncts tho 
Brig<:-dc's C!'lpnb111t1t.s is on<J which N!l.vy boflts (monitors E\nd/or 
ASPB's) cmnloy during movlml.nt of troops through wotl.rwnys 2..nd 
c~n.als. This technique 1s s1O11~r to the role ~rmorl.d cnvnlry plays 
tn its crond.uct of routu rcoonnn.iss'lnco missions, It involves sta­
t1on1ng o. Ri VE.:rin<. Ass9.ul t Roconno.1s s!'.ncc. Element (BAB:E) in the va_h 
of convoys of troo-;,-la.dun ATC' s. The :8ARE dirt.'ots rcconnaissnncn 
fires into likely runbush pos.1t1ons and has frcqucntly drawn (.ncmy 
fins from tht b'.".nks of c~.nn1s being tro.ns1tcd., Its fire powor 
is substantial and mon. th".n c.d<.;qur.tc to supprc;ss fires from <:ncmy 
positions wh~n nnd if t~c.y ore detected. l 
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(o) Employmont of ?1rt S~poort Basts (FSB), The 
art1llc..ry FSB (floating bs.rgo-mountud a1ti.llury and Forward Br1ge.dv 
Command Post) 1s alwayo moved into 1ts P.wpport pos1t1on at tho 
letQst poss1 blc timl., and 1 ts movcm .. ·nt 1s ple.nnE.;d as much as possi blo 
alon~ r9utE.;s Which lead into more then ont· poas1 "..:llc art a of opc.ra­
t1ons, Th~ ertillu•y f1rE.. sup .. iort l:>e.sts arE.. sitt_d Whtr(. tht..ir rangE.: 
Will prqv1dc: cove.rage to more,; than one ana of' conct.ntr.:·t1on. It · 
1s not until thl l'lctua.1 (. ntrancc of th(. r1 Vl.rin1; as c-ault oraft &nd 
their cmb&rkl.d 1nfantz-y that tht.: tncmy can be sun wht..rt.. thE.. forco 
is .~01~.. Tho for'-'go1ns 1s a "ttchniquc" the rcf1nt.:mt..nt <Jf which 
has matt.rially hE.;lpLd tht infe.ntry to e.ch1E.Vf.. surpr1sf.. 1n an aroa of 
opcrat1onB, When sclf-propcllc.d artillury units ~ro E.;mployud 1n 
support of the Brigade to rE.;1nformo 1ts fires, Land1nG. Craft Utility 
(LCM) aroused to dt.nloy thl artillery units by riverine movLmcnt to 
either e. FSB or to n btach sit(. from .-~hl nco tht.: uni ts conducts &r. 
ovcrlsnd movt.mlnt to pn.st.ltcttd FSB which affords oov(.r:>gc of the 
AO, 

6. ( 0) Tre.in1ng1 

a. During briLf plriods I w:1cn the B11,'.!c.dc· rotatt.d 1 ts 
mo.nc.uvt.r battr.lic.ins nnd/or 'PrLpi:-.nd for futun.: comb:,t opLrnt1ons 1 

trein1ng w."'s conc-1.ttctt.d in onas d<.·mend1n:3 improvr..:mt..nt notld during 
previous op<.rGt1ons. Comm<:?nd cmphr:-.sis W9.s plo.c1..d on Bl!lD.11 unit 
ta.otics and wc,;e.ponry •. All c.;lcmcnts of th<. Brign.dc.· hl ld training in 
care., clui.ning, mai!ltcnr:.ncc,; and inspt ct ion of thl M16 Rifle, ;icapons 
training included zt.ro1ng of 1nd1 v1du['.l w1..o:pons, l'.nd zt.:roing, borc­
s1sht1tl[! and fo.m1lie.rizntion firing of other or3.r:.n1c wu1pons. 

b, Tht. Brig~dt· also conductle'. tre.in1ng 1n 11 Flamc.; 11 and Riot 
Control Agent "CS" Lm":loymc..nt tcchniqUl.s.., Flam() trein1ng was con­
ducted to f~milinrizt. ot.:rsor.~cl w1th tht. M7A2 PortQblt.. Flame Thrower, 
end '1llt. thods of fixing c-.nd firing thickLntd fUE.,ls. Training ccnduct<.d 
on Riot Control AgLnt - CS t..1:1-:)loyml.nt, durine to.ctic~l operations, 
Lmphc.sizLd tcchniquu~ for t.mploying th0 !!:8 ( 16 tube) Te.ctioe.1 CS 
L0.unchLr nnd tht.: E158 Tnctic11l CS Cr-.nn1stl.r ClustLr. 

( 1) Nnvy clcrnL!1c;s of tht. :-rnF c.xpc.r1mcntf..d in mounting 
EB Le-unch..-rs on turn ts of thc1r nsso.ul t boe.ts. This tL·ohniqu(.. • 
though not yet cmryloyLd 1n ~ctu~l comb~t, would ccmnlcmt..nt Naval 
fin· Lmnloycd ag"inst lik<:ly ambush pos1 t1ons 1..st.:-bl'I.Sh(;d on or nco:­
W?..tt.r11a.ys. This cm,:,loymf..nt tf..chniquE.; 1s "lso cr1pr,tlt. of routing 
enemy force.a from fort1fit.:d fighting pos1 t1ons on or in close prox-
1mi ty to beaching sitLs. 
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( 2) B1:1tt£\J.ion comm~.nders ,:,.nd their st!lffs Wt.re f~il­
tnr1zcd with tcchn1qu(.;S of t,;mryloy1ng tht,;; E158 Tncticnl cs Cnruustcr 
C1ustcr to complement dirtct and indirect sup~orting f1rcso Instruc­
tions wcr~ e.lso pl'f:s£ntcd in dcli~cry nn~ nrming procedures. As a 
result of the comm~.ndc.rs' exorossc..d 1ntc.nst in this munt.tion, 
E158's arc pre.positioned 11bo;·rd the. logisticr:-.1 ship ~nd at the 
Brig('dc' s FSB for immcdi ~.tc pl ck-u'? ond em-µloymcnt. 

?~ (C) Lo51st1cs1 

~. Gcnor~l. Logistics su~,:,ort fOE the 2nd Brigcdo 1s 
cher'.'ctcr1stio of· the force Which 1 t surmorts. Army logistics ore 
insop~.rablc· fl'om Nqvy logistics within tht- Mobilc Rivc:rinc Forcce 
Overall rcsoonsibillty.{pcr Army/Novy agreemcn~ for logistic~1 sup­
po·rt cf the Mobile Riverine Porco· 1s with the Novy. This concept/ 
thoory and prnctlce hnvo como closer tog(;thor through tho months, 
The theory of n."lv:t.l logistics su-pport H~s prompted by o. des1rv to 
provido tho coll!posi to (Army/Nnvy) strike force tr1 th regular high 
volume flow reg~.rdless of the locn.tion or the oporating bo.se f Thts 
thoory ( of mainta.1n1ng n wat<;r LOC) ~B proved to be both o.n ossct 
and a l1eib1lity to tile MBF. Tho NE-.vy 1s supportt,;;d by the Army 
through the J4th Support Group and the 1st Log1st1ccl Col'1llicind. nt 
VWG TAU. Log1E:tics support w1th1n the 2rxl Brig~c 1s provi_dcd by 
o. forw~rd dct~chl!lcnt of 9th Supply and Tr~nsport~t1on Bo.tt~l1on wh1ch 
is loc<:-.tod cibo~.rd thL sup"!.)Ort Lond1ng Ship, Tn~ {LST) w1th1n tho 
Moh11~ Riverine B~sc, and by o dctachmont of tnv 709th Mnintunnnco 
Batta11on which 1s loc.' tod nbo:->fd the JJSS Ask~r1. Su•.>nl1us o.ro 
sont by a r~sup?lY LST from VUNG ~U to the Mobile B1v.crino Baso 
loc"tcd at any su1 tnblc o.nchorngc in the MEKONG DELT~ 1 thc.·y t1.ro thon 
off-londcd onto tho MBB's org~n1c sup"'X>rt LST nnd plac~d under the 
control of 9th S & T oc·tachmtnt (Forwo.rd). By c.xocpt1on, the 2nd 
Bri~"de also rccc1 vcs SU1'T'IOrt froo 9th S & T Bntt!:111011 nt. CA.MP 
MAR.i:IN COX. TOE i ti.;ms n.r.d cr1 tic"l short"gcs nrc obtc1nod through 
S & T, dirt.:ctly from CA.MF MARTIN COX or nftcr subsequent shipment 
to DONG Ti.M B<>.sc. During th(; reporting period, !llmost ~ll cl::issus 
of supply wor<- deli vcrcd from VUNG T~U by rcsup:ply LST • s·ovE.;rnl 
o~ecptlor111 occurred which roqu1rcd nssistnnco tro~ higher ·h~~dquar­
tcrt to cl1m1nntc .spco1f1o cr1 tioo.l short'igcs in II ond IV 1 tc.ms. 
Pntigucs snd junglE.; boots wcr«; d,;11vc.r.cd from CAMP Miilil'IN cox, 
through DONG Thl-1, to the MRB to ruliove critio(ll ohort~gcs. Because 
of tho t~mpo of opor~tlons during-tho reporting period, cortnin 
tompornry short'.lgcs in Cl::iss I and Cltlss V itLms occurr<.;d, thcso 
short<tgt;S wci--o a.lso dui.lt With on an t:.XCCvtion bnsis. 
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. . 
b. I>U+:ing the rc;,.,ort1ng p<.riod t~.ct1onl op~r~tions wvrE.: 

1ntcns1fll.d duo to tht. «-tlcmy TET offons1 vo, log1st1cl;\l a.otl V1 tics 
incroa.scd concurrently, Grt.:~t<.r volum<.s of supol1«-s n.rd m.o1nton!lnoo 
were h'lndl«.;d tb.."n 1n·pr~.v1ous·pcriods, Normnlly, o.pprox1m'1toly ton 
days of suryplit.s nre mo1rit~1ncd nbonrd the support LST to mqct ro­
qu1rcm1:nts of the Army om N11vy, Thcso 1noludcs a t:hroo-day eaf~ty 
level whtch nllows for cMngcs or dclo.ys 1n the rt;supply soh()dul.o 
from VUNG T~U. The stockago objcctivo.for Cl~ss V items maintained 
obc:ird t_h_c supoort_ LST W'.18 1ncrcnst;d by oppron:intoly 25%, and J,249 
tons. o. f nl.l cl'.'.'.sst:s of supply woro h!lndlcd tho S &. T dt;to.ohm,nt 
abo~xd tnc tsT. or the 3,249 tons of supplies, 2,?78 tons or 8.5% 
were Cl.aQ.s V suppl1cs :ind '.391 tons or 12J of the.. to.nnnsc wore opc.r­
Atio~'\~ C1nsa I Sl.J.ppl1·cs. Tho m~si vo volume of Class V consisted 
ot nc~rly 6)% 10.5mm ~rtill~ry rcqu1romcnts for tru. f1r1ng batteries 
of the 3..;:3'4,th Ar~1ll.cry. Th(. rcmn1n1ng small tonnng(; consisted or 
Cl.ass :tII P II ,:,.nd IV 1 tcms a Cl~ss III procl.ucts WQro M.ndl(.;d d1rcetly 
by ~he Nn.-vy, Lnrgc ·volUl!lCS of c1~.ss III (AVGAS· ~nd-MOGAS) o.rr1vc 
ot the MRB for ust. by tht.· Army _t.;l<:mt.nts, r.ind a~ 1ssuod. dirt.·ctly to 
U$1ruz: UI11 ts from flo~t1ng rcfuelc.rs or t!'.nlccrs, 

c. Intorru1l Supply ".nd. Rcsupoly-. 

( 1} All. clr-.a~es of su!>ply o.rc stookc~ -on board tho 
support LST from Which the two ~~tcrbornu mn.nouvor bo.ttcltons ~­
qu1s1t1on through the 9th S &·T DE.:tnclm.ont, Th(. third m~nouvcr 
bnttP-11on 6f tho Br1g~dc also has bogun to channel supplies through 
the LST in ant1cip~t1qn of the Brtg!'ld.o•s plans for ~mplof11'1$ o.11 
three m~ncuvcr b:1ttr.l1ons ·with tho MBF. Although supplios (10E ~nd 
1nd1v1duo.l rcpl<.:1ce.:mcnt !toms) for· this battalion hav9 olro$dy ontcir­
cd 1 nto t,ht: system, Clnss I, II!, V, and t-xp<.ntfo blc II and·· rv daily 
opcr~tionnl '1tcms a.re not included, These supplies ~c obtatnod 
througb"DONG TaM, . 

(2) Rcsupnly w1 thin tho Br1g:>.dc vo.r1cs according to 
the opcrnt1~Ml :rcqu1rcmcnts o.rd th~ tr~nsportnt1on ava1l~blo. 'l'Wo 

c, mnjor .mc,:,ns were ust.:d with many vnr1at1ons. Bas1cnlly, combat units 
·_, wcre1 e;1thcr rc:su,,..,11cd by boot or by hclicoptor, :Ocpc·ti11ng on c1r-
, . cumstl'.l.nces, un1 ts were: SOt!ICt1mcs. rcsurr~l1t.·d directly from the support 
· "·•t.sT _by hcl1co?t~r, or the; suppllt;s were prc-st!l.gCd at n dos1gnatcd 

"10cl;!.t1on ( 01 thcr by boat .or helicopter) ~nd ·thcn nown to tho combat 
·un1 ts. A combinllt1on of dirLct airlift froci thci ,LST and staging 
sitt.·s was used with success. The st'1g1ng site was gcncro.lly With: 
1n tho oroa of a secured F1rL Su~r.iort Base or nt some fixed install-

JJ/ 
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at1on such ns VI.NH ... ,ONG, C.i~ THO, or DONG T • .M, Rc.supnly bo~t was 
often augmcntLd by usL of Boston Whcl(.-rs to bl.~ch sup1:ilils for wait­
ing units. In c,ny event, re;sunnly by 00".t cEJ.n oo cf"cctLd otl!.y if 
the uni ts ~rt. le ·.t~d close to n ntlvigablc wntc.;I'l'my. 

d. M~tcri~l ~nd Services, 

( 1) Supply• 

(n) Cl.'.lss I, A tot~l of J46,o64 mvnls (combnt 
indi vidunl) wero issucd 1 rcf'lt.ct1ng .'.l pc,:k opcr~ti0nt1l period for 
both Anny nnd Novy t.lL~onts. On two occasions Clnss I stocks of 
"C" rcitions diminished to the. <.;rt<.;nt thr1t it W'.'.S m.,ccss<:\ry to obtain 
n r-osu-pply frol!I the 1st Logisticri.l Comm~nd. nt ChN THO and the 9th 
S &: T at DONG TAM. Opcr'l.tioMl ratinns WL·rc supryhoc.ntcd by issue 
of 46,742 cnns of chocollltl.: milk nnd 178 •1-A': suna.ry p-:-.cks. 

( b) Cl'.\SS II nnd IV, Tho MRF dr<.;W itCI!I.S of II 
and IV supn1.1t'.:s from VUNG T.-.U 1 CiiMP Mi1.RTIN COX nnd DONG T~~M. The 
bulk of these i tcms W'.'.S obtrincd from VUNG T,~u. A number of cri ti­
c~l short~5cs in individunl clothing nnd cqu1p~cnt owcurred during 
the early ph~S(; of the reported period. However, al.l!lost.all short­
~gc;s h:>.d. been relieved by the end of the period. Some of th~ short­
ages rf..sult~d from o. hv·.vy influx of pt..rsonnel rcplcct..r.1ents in Do­
ccmbcr and J!:1.nurry, Thc;sc short~gcs h~ no sc:vcrc imp0ct until 
loc,11 sources were dcolctcd. The only short~.gcs which ,-1(..rt; not 
cocplctcly rcli~vcd w~rc small rcguJ.nr trousers, ~nd lOR jungle 
boots. It is rmticip".tud th<1t t:·,cs«;: i tees Will '.:lrri vo nu·.r tho ond 
of this reporting pE;riod, 

( c) Cln.ss III I No s1gn1f1c~nt probhr:1s wt;ro on­
countt:rcd, o.lthough CJ. Nnvy ••VGAS t'.'!.nkcr was sunk ~Y f..mmy fire on 
15 April, . The AVGAS tn.nlwr is used to refuel Army H-23 helicopters 
1n the t>.rco. of operations to cinimizo rtdoun-t1mou for refueling. 

(d) Cl'.:iss v, Tocso suTJTJli<.;s presented no 
problLms during the rcport~d period 0 From time to time br1of short­
&gcs were oxporicnct.d Which required assistGncc from 1st Log Col!liilnnd 
or 9th D1vis1c,n Su!lDort Comm"'nd Forwr.rd nt DONG T~ .. M. Shortni:i;os 
W!.rc cr,.used by higher c.xpcnd1turcs during the VC TET offcns1vo, 
Bcqu.1_,r_yd 10<1.ds wore roconst1 tu1;od in nll co.sea o.nd op(;r!;.'t1on.s wort, 
not ruivcrs~ly ~ffcctcde 
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( e) ;inter, . Fresh W'.".tcr is produced by 
ohlorinntion ond d1stUlotion procc.ssls on board t:~ch bnrr~cks shipJ 
1t is then lo".dul on board. <.:.-tch Armort:d Troop Corrit:r (ATC) 'J.S o 
-pa.rt of the bnsic land, Collnpsibl(.: water plastic w,tcr jugs l1.nvo 
proved usoful to provide wntcr to th<.: troops O .£;.lso su-p,~ly -,f w::-.tc.r 
to troops using the !1 vc, gnllon collaps1 blc jugs perm! ts u. .... x1mum 
water to be co.rrir.d With minimum wo1ght. Unfortunr,tcly, the plnst1c 
Jugs often coll-~ISO under their o\o1n weight, h 2½ g'.'lllon collnpsi blc · 
jug would be more prc.cticetl s1nco th(; stress on the :il~stic matt:rio.l 
would be gro~tly rcduct:d, Tho oddition~l woight incurred woUld oc 
nogl1giblo, Troops carry empty Jugs Which ore then rcfillede 
Prtscntly, fivt: go.llon W'.itcr ci:i.ns must bo ust:d to offuct rt:..supply, 
duo ~o ~hE.: qunn1 ty of plrstic jugs broken during tht: po.st month, 
If fcwor jugs W(.:rE.: brokcn, the weight of cssl:ntial W"tcr could bo 
gn.:::itly rc:duccd~ · 

( 2) Scrv1cr..s. 

(~) L:".undry, show(.rs, and PX fac111t1L-s nrci 
piovldcd by co.ch ship. 

( b) GrM~t:s r(.'gistr:\tion sc-rv1ct:s wt..rc providod 
from .o.bo~.ri; tnc su,,port LST by Army pcrsonnt:l fror::i the 9th S &: ~ 
Bettalton, During the reporting p<;riod, n shortngt: of reefer spaco 
do,relo-pod when as many as 2J bodiLs wcrt.: ~ndlcd simul tancously. 
E:rpt.r1cncc indic:>tcd th:?.t two rcc.fers were r<.quin.d, g1V1ng the MRF 
n oo.pac1 ty of storing 10 bodies until trElnsport--:t1on cn.n be scoured 
(or 20 bodi(?s if doubled up in co.ch reefer box for short.periods), 
In 3.dd1-t1on to rcE.;fcr spnce, some orobhl'lS wcre ~poon ... nt wh<.n the 
MHF hnd. no orgnn1c transtiort"tion to e;v~cu:-.tc rcmL>.1ns to the ·saigon 
mortu".ry·. Hc'odqll!lrtors IV Corps provided tr~.ns,::ort"t1on o.ssist.a.ncc 
when t¥ 2nd Br1g"dC w.a.s OPCON ~9 IV Corps (p~rt1culn.rly nt CJi.N THO). 
In other o~scs, only mnkeshift orrong(.mcnts could be mndo d~splto 
nssist"nc(. r<.qucstcd froM higher pe~~qu~rtr..rs, Initi~lly trnnsport­
a.tion W".s provided by the Br1g"dc-'_·Util1ty hoUcoptcr, but· tht. pr,:lc­
ticc of 1,)roviding tht: Brtg~dc w1 th ti.· ut1l1 ty helicopter wos dis- · 
cont1nu~d r..~rly in the ro~ot'ting pQriod, Ev~cuntion procedures 
Wt;rc mod1f1c.d during th1s r,r..r1od. · In1ti"'.lly KHJ.'s wcrE.: cvEicuntcd 
dirtctly to tht: su,yx,rt LST With subsc:qu1.,;nt vcrif1c.".t1on of dco.th 
by n phy~icinn •. Coord1nnt1on for obtnin1ng a physician to verify 
death bccr-.mo tenuous so th~t during the romnindcr of the Pf.)riod, 
KHA' s W(.n: cvocu,.,_tt.ri With woundc.d through mc.dic~l chnnnels so thnt 
dooth wo.s vcrific.:d by o phys1cion, 'l'h1S h::iS. proved moro sntisf~cb:lly 
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nnd Will µ.rovcnt dc."th from being '-'-~clrrcd cxccp:t by cocpotent 
m£;d1c~l nuth:,ritic:s,. 

( J) 111'.'.1 ntE.m" net, 1 

(a) During tl-.E. n:::iorting pt.:riod, Br1g--dc mn1ntcn­
<;ncc W",S h",ndlE.d on <:1 priority b~sis dm; to th,f.. lf'-ck of sp:1 cc c.bo::'.rd 
the AHL JO (USS .:·.sK.iRI), M".'.inturncl: , .. ,'c.s p()rform(,d on bo'1rd when­
ever -riossiblc but some,•m:ct1htLnc-.nce, itE.m·s Uf..rc cv:-.cu,--,tf.d to DONG. 
Ti .. M or C..JllP M.JiTIN COX whc.n spr.cc or t:quipmtnt on hn.nd precluded 
on bo"rd m"1ntt;n"ncc.:. ii. spc..c1'"'.l solution of on-s1 tL; mr.int£.;nnnco 
for dc!v.:lirn:d ,,rtp1iry howitzLrs prov1..d useful in continuing nv~n­
nbili ty of artillC;ry despite intc.ns1f1cd ope,r".t1cns, 

( b) Mninten'."1.nct:; scrvic.,s during the.: re.porting 
period were rcnrz-k:,,bly effc;ct1 vc des pi tc some bosic problcns, ii. 
Umi t1,;d size dctr.c~e;nt with grossly in-.duqu:itc S!J'.'.1.CC ~nd ccr-ca.in 
rop'.:lir p,;.rts short'."1.gcs pcrformE.d the: hcrculc:-.n t.'lsk of th£.; Brig~dc •s 
m~.intcn"..ncc--including mo1ntcn:"'ncc for the, '.l.tt-ichcd flo::-.ting E'.rt­
illE.ry units. The vigor of su-nnorting t:lE..mLnts of tht..: 709th Mnin­
tcn".'ncc :&ltt:-.11on ch'lrnctt.:r1zcd the mn1ntLn~,ncc effort, One notable 
nnd oors1stent short".gc Hn.s th~.t of rc~.ir p.,_rts for Boston Wmlcrs. 
The tr".ns1storizcd ignition systE..n hc"s pln.gu<.d ~11 ::-,ttqn'.)tS to 
m"1nt'.'.1n nn n.cceryt..,bh le. v~l of opL·r"ct1on.CJ.l I!lotors, Rcl)'lir of boats 
.~.nd other cqu1 pment h'ls been hruapcrcd by la.ck of sp'.'.cc. Only one 
bo".t o.t a. tiroc c- n be hE>.nd.1'.d 'tx.c"lusc of sp:1cL. 11::111 t· :..ions, A 
florting !:1"\intE.:n-,ncc b~.rg<: W"..S obt,,1nc.d, but lx.:c~usL ,,f its size 
(too lr.rgc) it could not bE.: towed nlongs1dE. of the .SL )O (USS 
..SK.-.RI) c0nscqu1..ntly O'.'.intcn".ncc spo.cc rcmnins ~ scvcro problco, 

( 4) Trr.na,;,ort:-,t10n1 

( n) As n rE.; sul t of the Brigcdc' s continuous ope r­
ut ions ~nd movcmt:;nt throughout the MEKONG DELT~, admin1str"..t1vo 
tr'"'.nsport,;-,tion rcquirc::1tnts prE.;sc..ntcd a. s1gnif1cnnt problem due.: to 
the abscnc1., of regul"r utility flights. Fcr1od1c,1ly, no or 1nsu­
ffic1f..nt -'."\1r nsscts WL:rc IW"1l~bh for ::tdministr11tiYc flights. All 
'1V'.'l1lr>.blo ·a1r nsscts, including COI!lfi".nd and control o.1rcr'.",ft, 
'utility ~ircr~ft and light h~l1coptLr comp~n1cs in su~port of tho 
Br1g-i.dc, uerE.: us<.:d to trrns!')ort pc;rsonnol, f..quipmt.:nt "nd mo.il itf;ms. 
;.11 rLquirLmL;nts WLrE.; <.:VE.:ntu:1lly fullfillcd. 
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~. c..~ OPER.:\TIONS. C1v11 .-.ffc1rs r-ot1v1t1t.:s for tht; MBF 
wore pl!:lnncd and developed to mct:t tht; requ1rcme;nts '.:.nd 111111 tnt1ons 
imposed by the force's unique 0£g~n1z~t1on ~n~ mt.thod of cmploymt.:nt. 
The following m"jor r.c't1 v1 ttes were- conductt.:d dur1 ng the period 
covLrt.d by this rc!)()rt. 

{ 1) DiS'"'Stcr Reliof. The kOBIW .UV ... hli;.,.;, B.. • .:J~ ·(MRB) 
W.'\S 1.;,osi t1oncd on the SOliiG '.i'L .. 1-t GI...NG .iUV~h nct-.r tht; C1 ty of VIN'ri 
LONG on 6 Ft.:uru'."ry 1968 1 tht. f1l.st d'\y th~t GVi; off1cin.ls '."nd. US 
ndv1sory nt.rsonncl Wt.:rt.: ~-blE. to ·.rcoccu~)' - tht; c1 ty follon1ng thv 
VC TET offcns1 vv. The MRF c).,.vU. 'lff•.1rs officer contnctt..d thL 
Prov1nct.. nnd City GVN off1c1~ls· ~nd the CORDS Frov1nct; offict.: to 
~.ss1st 1n nl"nning for d1s~.stor relief ::-nd rcfugt;c control. :it w~s 
dctt.nil1m.:d th··t the. cst~bl1sht..d CORDS ngt.nchs could mt.ct ~11 of tho 
1mlT'ta1.,,tt: nt:t.ds of tht. c1 ty of n:lit.:f W1 th th<. follo~T1r1€, t._xccptions. 
an ~d.ai tlonrt qU"rtt11:ir of tt.·n mldilll!'1 g<.ncr~-1 purpose; tents Wlrt.. rc­
qu1nd '(or rt.fugl.c shc.ltcr ".n..i r':'.t1ons wen n.qu1nd to fud 900 
persons for -:i period of two W(..cks at the VIlif:1 LOM.a MILPH..P 'Hospital. 
Thcst,: 1tt.ms wt re: rt:qm.stt.:d fron 9th Div1s1on rt.sources, "'nd '1crc 
n.ct.iyLd !'.lt vn.H LO.:,G W1 thin thru d'lyS of thL r•.Q\H.st. On 8 
FE: bru"r:f:_ i968 1 on~ of th£· m~nuuvcr battel1ons ns2\stt..d 'o.pproximc.tcly 
400 rcfug(..~G w~p sought shcltt.~ on four forrybonts onchorcd at n 
s,:-.fc loc,..tion on tht.: r1vc:r. Mldic...,l tn,.tmt·nt W"S PXoV1dcd for 90 
p--t~c..nts "nd 85P pound,;; of food i•~s d1str1 butt.d. 

( 2) MEDC • .:t- 1 s/D~i,TC .. .F• s. Thc long r·.ngt. mob111, ty of 
thc MRF, couplt.a with.th<. f ct th·t it ls the only US m~ncuvcr 
:f'orco o~;r-ri.tlng 1n th1s -portion of tht. Ml::KOijG lJ.r;LT •• , cn"-blt.s the 
force to frLq.ucntly conduct MED~.F•s ~nd D:t:.i-,iT~•s in loc~lt..s Where 
tht.: -po-,u1~tfon h'ls · ncvC:r frccived modern mt.dic"l or dcnt--il treatment. 
No ".'>ttcmpt c~.n be m"de. by the MRF to (:st~blish pc:r1od1o .Jilt.die.--.]. 
aupport .. fo::c thv. popul "t1on of nny given loc,tton. Ho~·t;V(..I, 1t 1s 
·felt th'1t th(. tl0lit1c"l ooncfits' go.1ncd by tht.B<. opE.:rnt1ons merit 
th~1r cont1nu~tior. ~vt.n if the dof1n1t1v~ mcd1c~1 boncfita do not. 
During this llCriod, ·29 tn:;DC-P•s 'lnd lJl:i!t'tC.-.l' 1 a W(;rc · conductt.d tront-
1ng 1885 p~t1cnts, 

(3) Commodity Diatribut1ons. D1str1butlons of com­
mod1t1t.:s wen·· norm'\lly liDlltt.:d to foodstuffs, baal.th itE.ms, '.'Ind 
tQqls. Except in,tho c~sc of mlnor ht.~lth items distributed in con­
Junction w1 th MEDCaP ooordin-:,.tion lS ::i.ffccted w1 th loc~l GVN 
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off1ci:-ls prior to m"king col!l1llodity distributions. Tot~ls of 12,793 
pounds of food, 471 individu~1 hc'.:",lth kits, ,.,nd 500 f"J.m tools were 
distrlbutod during this period. · 

( 4) Cordon .'.lnd St.:-rch. On 24 Fobru,.,ry 1968 3 cordon 
'1.nd sc~rch opt.r ti<"'n uniqut: to th(.. c'\pnbili tlLS of the MRF w,:i_s con­
ductc.d on CU LuO MY ISL . ..i'ID, VI!,H LONG Province. ..11 c1v111--:ns on 
the isl-->.nd (npnro:x:irrtcly 6000 pcrspns) trtn. di:rc.ctt.d to Move. to 
two coll(_ ction points, aftt r Which '.l com:1lc. tc sc ~rch of the isl~nd. 
~T~s ~~nductcd by tho the m"ncuvc.r b"J.tt':111,ons. Initirl screening wns 
cnnduct(..d nt these ncints which resulted in 4JJ dct~1noos bc1r>.g 
tr~.nsfcrrcd tG> the mn.inl'.'nd for f1.trth(.r intt:rrog"t1011 0 Thost .. who 
n.m~.ined ~-t tht.: collection points w<.rc nrovidcd vi th food r nd the 
opportun1 ty to rccci vc rnedic"-1 cn.rt.,. if t:1cy so dc.sirt.d. The MEDC.~P' s 
and DE~T.i'C •• P•s wt.:rc 1ntcrt.sting in th~.t the people.. living on this 
1sl -_nd nrob::ibly h:i.d never su.;n ,,_ doctor or dt:nt1st before (c.ccor<i1ng 
to the Senior Sub-o(..ctor .".dvisor). Whllc ·tht. mLClic~l v-=-.lut. of this 
lsol~tf..d visit mlght be qut.st1ont.d 1 it w~s well rccc.ivf..d am served 
c.s ~ v~lu~bl<.: 1nd1ction o~ thL fr1Lndship of US personnel. 

(5) Prr,c(..SSing InnocLnt C1V111rns. Thf.. u:1usur:i.l tcr­
rn1n of the MEKONG Dr.;LT .• <ind tht. unique. concf..pt of <.mnloymc.-nt of 
th£ MRF ncccssi t:-_tc.- th<.: use of ~ conv<.:rtf..'d 1 ~nding cr::-.ft for the 
Combined T-:tctic"l Screening Ccntt..r (Forw::-.rd Collt.ct1on Po1nt). While 
the ovc.-r~ll opcr,tion of tris f--:cil1 ty is LSst.:nti~lly :in S2 function, 
t:1c: S 5 must !!l<tint~i n 2 considcp h~.c.: intt.rt.:st in "tht:.; huz~n1 t".'.r1cn 
:::ispc.cts of the opcr~_tion -.:i.nd ~lso ~v~11 himself of thL opportuni tlt.s 
for psychologic-1 opcr- t1ons. Followint1 inl ti ~.1 scrf..on1ng of dctnin­
ccs, thf.. S5 !1.sswncs control of those pt.rsons dccle.ra:l to be innocent 
c1vil1a.ns. Th£.- ultim;,tt: eo:il 1s to rt;turn tht.sc. civ1li.:..ns saf-.ly 
to their hom£.s 0 Ro••rovcr_, thc_n.: is P. varia}:)lc >Jf..riod of timt. rang­
ing u-:-itmrd to sev~rel ho-urs dv_rL~g w'.1ich thE.S(; persons must be 
detained for thl;ir own safety or bcc:?cus!.. of a tem-,,on•ry lack of 
transnortation. During this pLriod innoct.nt civili~ns arf.. assurLd 
of fair and humane treatment through thL USf.. of signs and leaflets 
as well as the use of an ARV). intcrorctcr. The r.~ta1nf..( is made 
es comfortabl~ as ~oss1blf.. under th~ c1rcumstrncf..S by providing him 
With a!l.c.·quatc food, medical tnatmcnt if rcqu1rt:d, washing facil1t-
1cs, ;,nc i"ldividue.l hc,-lth kits containing a toothbrush, toothpaste, 
comb, and soap. A tap~ rtcordcr is use to provid~ Vietna.mcs~ and 
American music, Which is int~rru?tLd pLriodica~ly for FoYOP mt:ssagcs. 
In addition, FS10F movhs provided by JliSP.hO arc sho~n during the 
dt:'te.incL 's stay at the center. \lhcn th(· detainee is rt.lLascd in 
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Ord.er to be tra.nsncrtt:d te th<. e.rc.e. of his home, hE.: 1s givE.:n a 
leaflet conta1n1ng one hun(ircd piasters and a. lt. ttLr txpla1n1ng 
the nasons why hu hBd to lx; detained. A total of 528 innooorit 
civilians wcrE.: ~roccsscd durin~ this period. 

( 6) TET .&ggrcssion Rt:11of Projc.ct (TARP). Sold1E.:rs 
and sanors of the MRF contr1 butc:d $404. 74 for disaster relief for 
tho people of Vietnam. This projtct apec1f1cally conc(;rncd rolicf 
from the destruction cnus<.d during th<- VC TET offE.;ns1vc. The MRF 
-participated 1n tht h<.F.'vicst fighting 1n tht. c1 ty of MY THO d·ur1ng 
th1. '!'ET offc:nslve; and 1t we.a doc\ded to USE.: this monc.y for rc.1181' 
projects 1n the. MY THQ area, An orphanage/school complex r<.cc1vc,;d 
heavy da.magt.: during th~ .battlt for MY THO, P~ior to th1. T~T offon­
S1v<. tl'Ilrt. W(;rt.: 25 ornl1ans and ap!)rox1matcly 400 othf.:r children· 
('matnly rt.fugcL-s) attend.1ng this school. Currl.:ntly, tht.rL e.rf.. 20 
orphans .and only 200 rc..fuge;o ch1.ldr<.·n attending the school, All 
of tht mont.Y collLqtLd, as well as additional food, clothing and. 
school su.,,.,11c.s he$ bcc.n turned over to thE.: school's off1c1e.ls, All 
facets of this µroj1....ct ha.vt. bct;n coord.1nate:d w1 th local US advisory 
ol<;me:nts as the. tr~ns1ont stP.tus of the: MRF pncludLs 1 ts providing 
tht; constant 11a1son ::c.quir--d by a proJ1.ct of this nature. · It is 
ant1c1 -patod thE\t th1S \'7111 bl. a continuing proj1.:ct until tht. Viot­
namosc school off1c1als oocomo sclf-suff1c1cnt once ogaln. 

{7) IMP~CT Teams. Enemy act1v1t1c.s during tho TET 
offc.ns1v<.: dfJ.magc.d or dc.stroytd many of tht RF/PF out?Osts along 
Highway 4 1n DINH TUONG ProvL1cc. Thr{;t; Improvtmt nt :~ct1on Teams 
(IMPACT) wc.·rL form1.d from 2nd Brige.dc r1.sourcf..S to assist in the 
upgrading of thc_sc outposts. Each team cons1stcd of .an t;:xpcr1Lnccd 
Infantry L1cutcnam: and NCO. The t1.ams dv,loy<.:d throughout tho 
Frov1ncc and co~ductLd detailed surv<;ys of cech outpost. Rcqu1s1-
t1ons WLr~ submitted through US che.nnc.ls for rt.qu1rtd ba.rrit.r 
matt.rials 1nclud1ng 144,500 sandbags, 867 rolls of conct.·rt1na Wire 
467 rolls of barbl.d w1rL, 12,850 p1ckt.ts, 1100 sht.lts of stcol 
roofing, 27,706 board fut of lumbtr, e.nd various mun1t1ons. ThL 
teams an currE..ntly .monl to ring. tht. rt.eel "9t of tht:sc su1;>pl1t;S and 
assisting the RF/PF troops 1n constructing 49 outposts. 

b. LIMIT..-.'i'IvNl:i. . The.. follow1~ l1m1 ting factors atteat 
c1v1l affairs opt..re-.t1ons conducted by the MRF1 

(1) Transnortat1on. Although tht. MRF 1s 100'% watc..r 
mobile space l1m1tat1ons on board the.. asseult boats and rc..str1ct~d 
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airmobilo asst. ts r(..duce tht: t:f :-1,;ct1 vt.m.ss of the civil affairs 
offort. CA teams a.rCJ normally tr;,nsryortc.:d throu.3hout caoh operation 
on th~ mt.d1cal suopo~t boat. This boat must bt. nositionLd to 
provide.. optimum suD·,1ort of thE.; battalion troops in contact1 this 
ma!r not bl: the most- o.dvantagoous locP.tion from a CA standpoint. 

(2) S1,;cur1ty. Most MRF opt.rRtions art. condv~tc..d in 
contf.:stc.d or VC controlJ.t.d e.rc. e,s. CA tt.ams must oc providt:d w1 th 
s1::cur1 ty forces in or,1t.r to co!"lduct their acti vi t1c.s I which rcducc..s 
th.-.: range of thLir o-pcra':ions from central locations in thf.. battalion 
art.a of O'"'Lra.tion. 

(J) Sun.·,ly. CA t 1.ams are l1mitt.d 1n thL qv.ant1ths of 
SU'O'Pl1t s Which thly mey take into the: AO. Spa.ct. lirn1 ta.tions on tht. 
mLdical sur,·)ort boats force tht. battalion S5 to be exct.d1ngly sel­
ective 1n suDpli<..s to acco1JJoany his tt.am, 

( 4) Dure.yion in th1. AO. Elom..:nts of the: MRF normally 
rt.ma.in 1n any 3i 1ron AO· for om .. to thrcE. days. This tim<; limitation 
rc.stricts tht. nat1Jrt. of civic ectlon orojtcts ,.,hich may bL completed, 

01 llliW OH Hll-'ttOV,t:;D .c'ttCCt.iJU&b, As e;xporitnc(; 1s ga1nc.d in 
MRF op(;rations anc.'I nu,r tools bt.comc.. t:tvailablc, n<.:w and/or 1mprov(.d 
proct.durcs arc d(.vclopcd. 

(1) Compilations of data from tht Hamlet Evaluation 
Sui:-vcy ( HES) systt.m art. no;,r ?rov1dLd on a mont;1ly b(,.sis to. tht. MRF 
by CORDS for all provinct:s in Hhicl1 tht.; ~lRF opE.:ratt.s, This data 
inclucl.t:s c..stim'·tss of thE.. st:·tus of pacif1cat1on for Le.ch non-VC 
controllt.-d hamlt;t ,:ithin Lach c11strict. This t..:Stim8tc.. is made by 
tht: indlvidual btst able.. to pro•-ridt. it, tht. District Sln1or Advisor, 
HES data is usE..d to de:tcrminc ap~ropriatc tasks to b( assigned to 
t.ach battalion prior to an op..:re.t1on. HES dats g1 vt.s thL battal.i.:,n 
CA officer and insight into the status of pacific,__tion ''.i thin his 
AO prior to inst.rt1on. 

(2) It is imprac~1c8l for MRF CA off1cc.r to (.Stablish 
closf.." liaison w1t:1 GVN Provine(; anc1 District officials for E..ach of 
thl m~.ny arc.as in which th(. MRF opt.rates, Howt.vcr, liaison 1s 
cstablishtd shortly afttr insertion of MRF llLmf..nts in a givLn 
Province/District. Valuablt. informD.tion may bl LXchE ngLd in this 
111annc1 w1 thout the risk of e. st,cur1 ty compromise fc;,r tht op1..,ration. 
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(J) A F~YOP/Civil Affc>irs Ns.vel Officer was ass1gm;d 
to Ri v<.·r Flotilla One. in e;arly April. Modif1c1:1.tions to existing 
procl-durcs art., now bt inc m1:1dt to fully l-Xploi t tht.: incn;asl-d ccpa­
bili tils this org2.nizotional changt.; has producod. 

( 4) During the p<.nud cov<.n:d by this report an im­
provtd storag<.; fecili ty VGS madl. ave.Hable 1n tht.: MRB for CA o.cti vi­
tiLS. It is now nossibl<. to maintain an adequate basic loud of 
CA sun',l1t.s "7it'.1in the MRB th<.rLby incroasing th<.· capab1lit1r.s of 
th(. MRF to ~(,rforn civic action projects, 

(5) Incrt.;as(.d com~~nd cmphnsis of civil affairs nctivi­
tit.S at all lLVLls within the. MRF has p(,rmittod quantitativL incr(;­
asc and qual1tatlvt. imorovlmlnt of tho ovLrall MRF civil affairs 
program. 

9. (C) Fsyohological Opc.rations1 

e., GtnLral, During tht n:oortlng p1.:riod 7,432,083 lcaf­
lc:ts wcr<.; disscmine>-tt..d, 113 hours of loudspt.:ak<:r broadcasts woro 
ma.d~, 12¼ hours of VN radio time anc'I 11 hours of movie. timl. W<.ro 
logged in su1,uort of BrigR.de: tactical op<.retions. ~YOP supnort 
was dir<.ctLd toward Vi(.t Cong uni~s to dc.cn,asc. their c,;ffcctivon(;ss, 
incrcas(; thc.ir dt:ftctlons, and d~moralizo t'.1c,;ir uni ts. FSYOP sup­
port was olso <'lln.ct(.•d toward civilians and dl tain<.cs to, oxplain 
the u.s, prt.sLncc. in the operational_ ar1.:a, <.xplein the roh of tho 
cm'N, control the populac<. activitic.s during op(.rotions, ind.uco tho 
pt,;oplc of Vietnam to bc.como informers and gain su,port for the GVN. 

b, Opt.rations, 

(1) Generali Th(. TET Offtnsiv<. gcr.c.rally brought 
Br1god1,; PSYOP activitiLs to a hE'.lt, Six rapid nection lc.aflcts 
were immediately rt.qm.,stt d and f1 v<. new te.pc.s Wt.rt. dlv1,;lo~:.d util­
izing themes sur:gcstld by th<. Joint U ,S, Public Affa_irs Office 
{JUSPAO). Hom .. vLr, thcro Wl·rt; no mums ava1leblo to employ tho new 
tapes, and the requested leaflet ncrc not available for two wooks. 
As a result of the TET Offensive, the Brigado's twico-wcokly scncd­
ul .. ·d U-10 missions PLrt. also canceled during the. first wcok of 
Fe. bruary. No orge.nlc aircraft Wt:rE.: aveileblt to the Brigade for 
PSYOP, Navy Asse.ul t Support Patrol Boat (..;.SPB' s) ,-11,;rc.- ust.d for 
loudspeaker missions, but tht. majority of combe.t operations were 
noar cities, thereby T<>a:Ucinz th£/,cffoct1vonese of w~toroorne 
bro'lcic'\sts, It W".S not until 15 Fcbru--try, when the MRF nt"vcd t'.>cp.,:PV 

L/u•N 1-?1)£'~/v 11A/._., 
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in tho v1cln1ty of ~N THO that tht Br1g2dc P8YOP program was ablo 
to ge1n its momentum. 

(2) Optr ►'tion COH.v:~ • .DO XI-

( e.) Goncrs.l I PSYOP m1ss1ons 1n su~co:::t of th!J 
Br1g~dc 9 s operations during Opt..r2.tion COnCii • ..LJO AI con;istt.d ma1nly 
of watt,;rbornc spv0kt,;r broadc:-:sts, Th1s 1novld to bL t..ffootivc sinct.. 
a major1 ty of tht; people 11 VE;. along tho watcnTays, t-?ht..rt. most of 
the Bri geoc 9 s om;rstions occurnd. Thv.ncs for tht: ,-:att..roornc broad­
casts .~"lI(;t ''Explanation of U.S. Pn .. st:nct..," "VC Dt;s(.;cre.tion of TET," 
"NLF Suicide Missions," i:curft:w Hours," ac1u..r thl 'ne.tLrHays," and 
"Search of 3az:11:1ans,:1 C-47, U-10,,end UfilB aircraft •.:t..rE.. ust..d for 
both lcPflt.t drops and loudsnt:?.kLr broe.c\cnsts in t!:t: area of opt.r-
ation, At.rial l(;aflc. t and broadcast th£.r.iLs m.;rL 1 11 VC LL2.d1..rs Dupl. 
Soldll rs 1nto Killing. I nnocrnt C1 vilians, '· ''FLF Su1cir,t; ht tacks 
During TET,a :1Rtturn to Your PLo1JlL 1 11 and 11 Comnatr1ot~ - D1d You 
..:-.. sl{ tht.: VC to Li buat(, You? 11 ~~rtillcry was also ustd :to employ 
loaflets ( tw1cL) during combc:.t c-pcrations, 

(b) On 7 Fcbruc>r? 1968 a: f&YO.P prognm was prt:­
sc..ntcd to dt;tainu s a':)--rcht ndt..d dur lns 0p(;rat1on CQitc ••• ..LJO Al, The 
D€lts inc€/ Progr2.m h8s O'.)t.r· t£.doo:1s1sttntly sinCl 7 February and has 
bE..f.n intL~ratLd as a ILe,uler pe.rt of the; Br1g~.dc; 9 s F-=>YOF program, 

(c) On 21 FLbr~&ry 1968, a rauid ri:;action tap~ 
was de;vclouLd from 1ntlrro.r::-ntion of a PH ca:)turLd duri'.13 opcrat1on 
COHONAOO XI and a UHlB SplPkLr mission iras flown a.~ainst tho 303rd 
MF Battalion in PHONG DINH P".:o"incl Vicinity '.IR7997, 

(d) On 24 F£.bruery 1968, thL Brigad(; conductc;d e. 
Cordon and S'. 2rch o::>lr 0 t1cn on CU ~O f<J.a.Y Island, loi;ett..d just 
southwest of C .... N TiiC, ?&YC? su ,·00rt wz.s nrovidu:1. 1•'1 th l'.l(,rial loud­
speaker broadca.sts, e.e;r1al 11..a.fl~ t· droos, 0·11,,tLrbornc loudsucakor 
broadc::0sts, sround loudspcakc.r, radio broadcasts and hanC:. d1str1bu­
t1on of lcafllts and cagazint.s, Loudspeaker broadcast thLmc.s pro­
Vidt..d for, an explanation of tht. Cordon and Sl arch opt-rE-.t1on, 
Chicu Roi Appl2.ls, s.nci instructions to tt:c- inhabitants to t.iva.cuatc 
th~ island using ont: of two establisht-d coll!Jcticn points. L<.:af­
lc:ts '1-'<.:rt. µr1n::t..d LSpLcia.lly for tht; Cordon a.nd Search o-pl u•.t1on 
and the themes wt.rL twofold, ''Civilians go to Collection Points" 
and "VC Rally to Collcct1on Points or Dio," 

(} u>V_.L--//)ENT/ A~ 
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( J) OpL ntt1on Trluo;:,G CONG Dnra. 

(a) GLnt..ral I Durin3 Q'P)(.;r' tion TftO.\G Coi-.G DINri, 
P~YO} r.,u:-,port consistt.d of Art111LrJ lt.eflt.t drops, at.rial C-47, 
U-10 and UH1B loudspt;aker broe.dcasts and lt,.. fle;t drops I watLrbornc 
and ground Sp(.akt.r missions, d~ta1noo pro2ram, and movie and radio 
missions. On 5 March 1968, postus WLrL- plact.d along lilgh,,ay 25 
octuu,n DOiliG Tb.M anu. HY THO offt.r1ng a n:11ard for information 1E.;ad-
1ng to th<.. caoture of individuals rt.sponsi bh for tht. mining of 
e. bus carrying Vit. tnamcst.; orphans. 

( b) On 7 Me.rch 1q68 1 ltaflcts 1•rt.rc. distr1 butld 
by ground troops in houses, bunkc..rs, and alons trails in CHO Gao 
District, DLitl ·rue,,G I:rovincc. 

(c) On 14 Me.r·ch 1968, PSYOP support was prov1d<. 
to Navy TF 117 t.ll:"!Lnts during a Rivt.rint. Armld Rt;connaissanco 
Eh-m:. nt ( R.AilS) missi0n. Th1.; 01:lj( ct· of tht. .r;;;YOP su ~:')ort vas to 
ma'{c a louc::;s,t;e.kLr broe.c1 c2,st to induct; the Vi8t Cons to fight or 
join tht. lt.gal government of ViLtnam (C!11ou Hoi). The. lt;ad. assault 
sunport patrol boat (ASPB) was bro"c1 c3.sting the; mlssagt., as tho 
HAR.~ procudu'.t '.lt.st on thE.. 81-1.I•i GLu-.G RIV ... R. A'Pproxim;;itcly 1655 
hours th<. RARZ •·rn.s talccn under firL by tht. VC and o!ll PSYOP team 
membt.r Pas woundld in action, 

(d) An J~rmt.d Fropa3anda Team (APT) was 1...m:ployl-d 
in sunport of tht. Brigade's opcr2t1ons in TRUC GibNG District, 
KIEN H0.1:1. Provine(; on 7 April. On t•,!o occassions tht; API' was e.blc 
to' obtain informc:.ti.on •,-rhich sul:lsl-qw.ntly l(;d _to <:n(;my contact With 
two companies of th<. 516 Battal1ono During this opt.r,,tion, tho 
APT distributt.~ lcaflt.ts, in numf..rous villagt;s. One of particular 
1ntcrf..:st was riiliOC 'i'n..·.l, Village ~-rhich is :l kno\-!n VC Vills.gv. 
Postt.;rs w1.:n plact.d on tru.s and lt. aflt. ts spr(.;ad around th(; villagt.;, 
Thcm(.;S wt.rt.a "End of VC Nv·ns ?l~C(.;,:: "Frl<..dom for tht; Pe:oplc.'' 
"D!.:ath of VC," 11 9th Division hes RLtur,t;d," and "9th Division will 
Return," 

c. Sunuort, During the rt;port1ng pt.ri.od, thL· Brigedc's 
psychological warfare program was conduct1...d by an attached Field 
Team from thv 10th PSYOP Battalion. Aircr?.ft suuport ( U-10 and 
C-47 aircr?.ft) for e.f..rial haflt.t missions ,,as -::-irovide;d by the 5th 
Air Com_rnando ~Q.uadron, 

L' 0/1,/ ;:-/ 1) E,,¥ T/ A/_, 
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d, Equi "!)Dlt.nt 1 

(1) Tr.t. AN/UH15 spcak<.;r st.twas LmployLd <.;:X:tLnsivcly 
in ground and watt.rbornc spLalr8r missions, 

( 2) The Mobih .Audio/Visual Unit (MAVU) was used to 
prE.scnt movies aboc-rd the dcteincE. boat and on tht.· ground; it was 
also used for radio broadc2sts. On scvE.ral occassions, the l'l.l\VU 
was employed on a. lii!i.i tLd basis for waterborne, sucakE.r broadcasts 
but its pcrformanct: wa<J inferior to the AN/U1H5 spLakt..r set. 

c. Problem areas, 

(1) AdequatL rosourccs (beth organic and suppcrting) 
continues to pose dif~icultit..s in enhanc~ng P8YOPS. ~lthough the 
leaflets ~m~loyLd arc of thL hi~htst quality, thL ~Laction time to 
requ.tsts for nEY or otht..·r lt:aflcts 1s two to thrLc wcLks from the 
date of r1qu~sts. Stvtral rectors havE. definite 1nflut.ncL on this 
problem I they aro I frcquc:1t dis1.1leccmLnt of the MRF, t1:;lephone 
communi c2tions difficul tit..s •with the 10th PSYOP Battalion, arid non 
availability of transportatio:1 asst.ts to c,ftt.ct pE..rsonal laision 
and direct coord1n?t1on '111th same. 

(2) Lack of PSYO.I? 1ntc.111~Lncc ceust.d _problLms in that 
it was difficult to develop good themes N1thout 1ntcll1gt.ncc and an 
unto d~t(; arc~ study, Much of thL PSYOP intclli3t.ncc rcce1vod 
ccnt(;rs itsLlf in that Northt.·r:-1 Corps. Thtrt:forc it 1s comolt..toly 
1 nvsluablc and not sui tabl( to Bri~adc 's area of operation. Tho 
Bri~edc re.eel vt.d very 11 ttlff P.SYOP intclli,stncc f"rom Ho1 Chanhs or 
PW•d. Lir:11ttd nsourct.s rne. 1~c it impossible for Brlge.dc PSYOP p<;r­
so'h~cl to co,1duct their 01·rn intE:rrogation, 

10 • ( C) Chomi CE'.l 1 

a. Dur1nz tht. rcDortln~ period scv, ral cherrical opcr~tions 
were initiated to complE..~t~t tactical oncrBtions, A:1 chemical 
operations and training Wtn: conducted under the stoff supcrvisL:>n 
of the Brigndc Chomical Officer. 

b. Opt t · tions conduct(..d during the pLriod were as follo;.is 1 

( 1) E158 bombl~t t:mnloymcmt I The E158 wa.s cmployod 
against enemy fortified dcf(..nsivc positions to cau~c his abandomcnt 

2 
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of same and/or to supr( ss hiS fi r1. s wh1lt: fr1<.. ndly (·l(m<-nts advanc<.d 
to destroy h1m. The E158 was <..m'.~J.oycd from UHlD h(;llcoptt;rs, W1th 
a preset altitude initiator sttting of 1,000 fcet1 oxcollt;nt targot 
coverage was 0btalned. 

(2) CS Fcrsist(;nt Bas drops, Two eight pound bags 
of p(,rsistcnt CS-1 wcr<.. wrappc.d toe:c:th<.;r w1 th d.E. tonetion cord to 
which :::-. mechanical ,tim<. fuse was attachod. Scvt,.;rel 'bags prcpart.:d 
1 n th1 s mannor wen. dronp(;d from an al ti tudc of 1200 :ff..'(;t to deny 
the. <.;n<.my acc<..ss to tt.rraln; particularly 1n art;as •f1-u .. r<.; thE.y could 
cngegt,; thl boats and Ships of tht: HRB. 

{ J) CS Grenade Drops 1 1.Iht:n cm··)loymcnt of bulk CS was 
not f<..asiblc and E158's w~r<.. not r<.adily available, M?AJ CS gr(.nados 
we.re f.:mT'\loycd by e.1r from tht.ir pa.cki ng contain<..-rs. Upon ar.r1 val 
ln tht. tergot area, the contain<.rs of 3n.nadt.:s Wl.rc. droc,.,,Ld from 
an altitude; of 1000 to 1200 fcot. Thf. arc.ti of targt:t covt.H'.go ob­
tain<..d w2.s f.•qu1va.1E.nt to tl1at of one El58 CS ClustL:r. 

(4) DEFOLI..-.TION1 as a n.sult of cont1n1ous t..n<..my 
thna.ts to f. ng::i.:,t: shi '!JS of thL MRB, th1. cl.t;cision was med<. to do­
:fo1latc th<. V(;g<;t<".tion alon; tht.: south bank vicinity of DOi~G T.n.M. 
The dE.ifoliation misston was pcrformld by Air Forco Ranch Hand Tt:WDS. 

a. Durin-i: this n.oort1n· pc.riod no mc.Jor com'!!Un1cations 
problc.;ns occurrt..d. s1~10-S; dti-Band and airborm ... rt.lay systems 
wcro oxtcms1vcly i..-mnloy(d du:.:1n~ the Mobile Rivt.rin<: Force's transit 
from DONG TAM to C..tili T.ci0, Tl1c Sini:lc-Side-Band nE.;t nrovidc.d thf' 
Brigade; commun1cat1ons With ships ;r thl: I·iRF and thc.· 4th Corps 
Tactice>.l Opt..rP.tio;1s CE..ntc.r (T0C) at C"~l>J THO, Also, durin.3 tho 
per1od of tr~nsit, thl. Bri~adt: utilizLd thf. Radio ~irt: Int~gration 
:fec1lit1t..s e.t DONG '.£'.·..M to co:nmun1catc with the Divislon Forward 
Command Post loce.tt..d at DONG T • ..M. No significant communication 
probl<..ms wc.rL L:X~L!1f.nc<..d durir.~ the conduct of oll operations 
ln tho VIN.Ii L0.t'.:.z, MY THO and C.i:.N Trio anas. Tht; primary mt.ans of 
com'llun1cation nes FM voict., ut111z!n8 tht. AN/VEC 46 radio. Tho 
Brig2dc.- and batte.lion • s Comme.nd e.nd Control Boats ( CCB) w<.;rt; also 
om-ployt..d to nrovid<: manual r<..lay and automatic re.. transmission when 
rcqu1r~d, but this type of capability was a minimum r~quir~m<..nt. 

b. While.. in thl Ci>.N THO arc.a the Brige.d1;;'s multich.annol 
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voicu commun1c.i.,t1ons systLm, .AN/TRC-24 ues cLntLrc.d in a commun1ca­
t1ons t1.;rminal locatLd at C..ui Tho. This t1.;rmiM.l i•;e.s nrov1dcd and 
ope;ra.t(.d by -thL 9th Signal Battalion, 9th Infantry Di vision. Using 
this systl.!m the Brigade providcd telephone service to CAN TiiO, 
D01':G T.1.~1, and C..U-ll? MJl.RTIH COX. Tt.:ll:typc Slrvicc to S.dGC,,, Cati.P 
trutitTIIi COX and DONG TAM was also providt:d by th1S syst.om. During 
th<.: pt.:riod lT~ln the. Br1ge.do conducte;d te.ctical opcr2.t1ons in th() 
DOKG T.riJ1/NY THO e.rca thc AN/TRC24 systom was ccntLrl.d in u 9th 
Signal Batt2.l1on-IlONG TaM terminal which nrovidt.;d tht. sam.,; s<-rvlct.. 
as outlint..d above uith tclcohonc sc.rv1cl into ?th ARVN Division 
TOC at MY THO, 

.,. On<: innove-.tion during tht. p<.ricd of this re:port was 
the installation of e.n AB-577/G mast on the. st£.;rn of tht. USS &;r.owah. 
A cross frame ,.,as installtd on t'1is me.st to mount four RC-292 
antennae, two of w!1ich a,r.c usLd for the 2nd Brigade Os Comraand Opllr­
at1on and Intt.llisLncc nc.:te. Th<: otht:r tt·;o antt:nnao artJ u_st..d by 
th£. Navy, This syst1.:m 1S e.pprox1me.tcly 90 feet from thf. watorlinc 
and 1t 1ncrc.ascd the: Brigade's voice commun1cat1ons ra.11Bc by e.t 
lt.Bst 5 k1lomctcrs, 

d. Secure FM voice was provided on the 2nd Brigade's Oper­
ation and Intclligtncc n~t from the 2nd Brigade TOC on the USS 
Bcnowah to all Batte.lion TOC' s, loc&tc.d on the. APL-26 and tho USS 
Colleton, and to th£. Brigade's and Battalions• Command and Cont~ol 
Boats. Tht.· Battalions' Comrne.nd and Control Boe.ts 11£.rc utilizod · 
as forwa~d Bettal1ons Command Posts, Tho Brigedo's CCB was used 
mainly as a manual re.lay and/or automatic re. transmission station, 
The 2nd Brigedc'a Forwerd Com.roand Post was looat~d on a Jrd Batta­
lion, J4th A~tillory CP Boat which hous1.:d FM voice radios, AN/VRC-46 
radios, and S1nglc-Sido-Band ~quipm~nt, AN/GRC-106. A KY-8 wa~. 
also installf.d on this boat to S(JCurc voicl: st.rvicc on the Br16®C 
Operations and Intolligcncc Net, 

COIV~OENTIA/.., 
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SECTION II 

Lessons Loarncd, 

Command.E.;rs' ObsLrvationt Evaluations and RLcommLnd.at1ons 

PERSONNEL I Norw. 

2. ( C) OPERATIONS 1 

a, ( C) Uso of 11 CS 11 aga1n3t bunk<.;rs. 

ISO 

ObsLrvation, Employ:m1.;nt of "CS" against fort1f1od 
fighting positions·causcd the onc:my to abornon the position and 
expose himsLlf to fr1Lnd.ly 1'irt·s. 

Evaluation. During scvc.ral offcns1vL o~ratlons 
against woll constructcd/fort1fitd fight1n$ positions, the omploymont 
of ''CS" 4omm grc.w.clcs has d1slodgLd c.n.:.:my pc;rso:.ncl from tho posi­
tions WhE.·n artillery e.nd. other 1ndinct f1rLs couldn't, This doLs 
not imply thRt artillery or airstrikcs aro not cffLctivc against 
well constructed fortified positior~. No1thcr docs 1t imply that 
t1 CS" employment is the most e;ff1.;cti vc. moans or dri v1ns L.nLmY forces 
from bunkers. Tho ()m,,loymcnt of 40mm 11 cs 11 grf.:n£.dLs eomplemf.:ntcd 
all f1r1.;s dirc-ct<.;d a.'!ainst thL pos1 tions &nd ca.ust.d tht. t:ncmy to 
lx;comc confust:d and d1..spcratc, not only to evade tht. fri<.:ndly forcvs., 
but also the 1rri tant agt:nt. The "CS" grcnadt. t;m·)loycd by th<;: 
40mm grcJW.dt; launcht.:r affords collll!landcr tht; c8pe.b1li ty of omploy1ng 
"CS 11 at a lon~ (JOO mctt.rs) a.nd close rangt;, Prt.st.:ntly the 40mm 
11 cs" grcnad<; is rn ';Insurr.;" 1 t<:m, 

Rc.commcnd.et1ons. 

( 1) Thr-t the 401D.'Il 11 CS 11 grcnadf.;: lx: classified as 
a "Standard• item, and a bl:,sic load be dotc.rmlncd and issut.d, 

(2) Further, that during the intLr1m poriod 
(Pcnd11'.1[!: Standar1za.tion) more 40mm 11 CS" .grc~.dcs be issuLd to afford 
maximum use. 

b, (C) Close. air supnort obs~rvat1on, 

Obs<.:rvation, L1~ht holicoptLr fir<.: tt.ams support1z:g 
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fritndly forct:s in contact during hours of darknc;ss often havo 
difficulty in identifying friendly positions. 

Evaluation. Units in contact during hours at 
darkness often fail to proptrly mark their position and tstablish 
co~mun1catlons with tht light fire team providing close air suppoit. 
Prior to employing light fight ~ee-.ms the ground force commander 
must mark the limits of his positions, and vtrify thL tncmy force 
location. In addition the.' light fire; team should tste.bl1sh commun­
ications With the gr'.:>und com,11c1ndor. .A.11 friendly uni ts in tht. 
immtdiatc; area of cont8ct must monitor the radio net controlling/ 
employing closc, air sup'JOrt. · 

Rccolil.l:ltndationsr Commanders e.nd small unit l()adcrs 
should bo thoroughly familiar With the ord2.nc<.: capabil1 t1<;s of 
light fire toams and proper marking tc;chn1qu{;s; and if possiblo, 
the.t aviators oo bricft.:d on thc; ovc;rall tact;ioe.l Situation prior to 
cstablishinc; communications ~-ri th the q:round forct.: comme.ndcr. Adjust .. 
mcnts of clos£J air SUP".IOrting firt:s must 1x: mRdCJ by the; 3round force 
commander. 

c. (C) Employrac.nt of armod pro~ganda teams. 

Obsc.rvat1on. · .. Armed propaganda tc.arus onha.noo both 
psychological ope;r9tions &nd. 1ntul11guncc collection offorts. 

Evaluation •. An armed Propaganda team was omploycd 
in su,.,l'\Ort of thi.; Br1gado during combat opcrs.tions conductvd in 
llEN HOA Province. The team made valuablt contributions not only 
in the FSYOP'arca, but also in the 1nt(.;l~ig~nco collection effort. 
On scvoral · occe.ss1&ns timely and. accurate intcll1gtnco !:as provided 
by the team after fhoir 1ntcrroge.tion of local ci v111ans. Tho 
intclligtncc. collcctcd rcsultc,d 1n the Brigade establishing contact 
With the enemy. 

Rccomm•ndations, The.t an a.rm .. d propaganda team oo 
attachl;d to the Brl.gado, 

J. TRAINING, None. 

4. ( C) INTELLIGr.;~~ 1 

a, (C) Possible Compr-omist. of Projccttd Combet Opf..rations, 
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Obsorvat1on, Early coordin..<:a.tion and d1sscm1nation 
of opcrntion plqns and ordors may tend to prov1d~ thL tncmy with 
advance/adequate warning of thL 1ntcndLd AO or target. 

Evaluation, The; Mobile Ri vor1nc Force operates 
throughout thf. central MEkoNG DELT"" as a Mobil<; Striking Force scok-
1ng targc.·ts dc:vt.:loP{..d, by t1m(.Jly and t;ffcct1vc intt,ll1gt..noc. As 
such, the B~1gadc docs not have a specific tactical area of dp<;r­
ation and is there.for£ requirc;d to offc.ct coordination for AO's and 
s~Lcificd strike-zones. Early coordination and dissE-m1ne.tion of 
this information, ~rior to the: commitment of friLndly forces 1a a 
particular dis84vantago bf.cause it ~llows adequate time for onomy 
forces to cxi t tho area or prcn2.rc to defend age.inst the introduc­
tion of frhndly forcE:s into t~(; AO. In addition thl. d1,,;s1nd fle;x-

_ i bili ~y- for co1Jllllitting forces in any area of opE..rat1on solcctod/ 
d£s1gnatcd, as;a result ~r .1mmLdiatc and concr(;tc intell1glnco, 1s 
unobtainabl~ due to the coord1nation roqu1rod, 

Rccommcnc1.at1on1 Nono. 

s. ( u: LOGI.;>TICS I 

a. (U) Use or Bandoleers for ammunition magazines, 

Obscrv~tion. Inad<;quato protLction of magazinos 
caus~d malfunction of_Ml6 rifles, 

Evaluation •. Dirt, mud, and othtr inert matter 
accum.Ulatc in ammunition (magazine) pouches.during normal fiold 
operations causing a h1$h malfu.nction rate of the M16 r1flo. ~op,; 
pr(;Sf.!ntly try to carry 111age.z1nt s in cotton 'bandol(;ors in order to 
alkviatc tht.: s1 tuation, but bandolo<;rs art.: d1ff1oult to obtain 
am arc used beyond th(; point of scrviccab111ty, 

Rccon~(ndation. T~Bt a lightweight nylon·bandolooJ 
bt. 1ssut.:d l.n suff1c1t.:nt quant1tils to allow onoh man to carry 
5,56mm magazinca high on his body and completely covered, .. Tho 
nylon bandololr would afford good protection from mud and dirt 
and would dry and. drain qu1c1tl.y 1f iI!!!Jlcrscd in water. 

~~ (U) Collapsiblo water jugs. 

Observation. Fi,v& gallon wotLr jugs often 

C10!VhOE/V77AL-

' I 
' \ 
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collapse when fillLd to thL.ir copacity, by thL stress cn::1urc.d, 

Ev,-:.lua.tion, Th(. ol:•.stic colle.psi bl(. ::ctE..r jug 
pt;rmi ts moxi11um CJ.U!?.nti t1t.s of fluids to bL trans·9ortLd in a contnln­
cr of !!'inimum ''1C1ght, Howvnr, thL t'Light of the 1:atL.r cc.uses con­
sidcreblc stn ss on t:1c plcstlc matLrial ~-rhLn thL. jugs an; f111Ld, 
w:11ch in turn sucsLqU(;rltly cruse thL ju3s to collEl.pSL. nnd break 
after fnqm.;nt use, A two and one-half (2½) gallon cc:::,Eicity 
collnpslblt: jug, miaci.(.; of thl sc.m1.. coJ1Dos1 tlon irould b(.; more practical 
in tt::rrns of nducing the. str<.,s~ on thl pl:cstic mat .. rial. 

Rt.commc.ndstlon, The.t n two encl ont:-half (2½) 
a;allcn caocci ty ulastic ir2.tcr jug lx.. procured for fhlG. usc. 

c, ( U) Protccti 'TL covL r for LAW. 

ObsLrvGtion, The; abs(.nC(. of e.n out(.r protLcti vt:. 
cover 1nducc.s "".)OSSi blt. damage.. to, and incne.sc.s thL chances of mal­
function of thE:; light anti-tank "s·:t:~pon (LAW). 

Eve.lu€'.t1on, Dirt, brush e.nd const2.nt handling of 
66mm rockcts M72 (LA'") btnd; bnc'.ltS and fouls m~ny of tht E.:Xposcd 
small parts of. tht· ucaµon, Extension of '.;hL fir lng tuoc and actual 
f1r1n,g occom<.: d1ff1cult und unnLoLssarily hazardous. Uns<.:rvic~ablt: 
LAW's must be d£..stroy<.d thus crc..at1ng great cxpcns<.: c..nd loss of 
time. 

Rccoil!.,1..ndation. That s. hia;h impact wotorpi"oof CO'wtlrb 
procurt:d to prot<.ct M72 roclcc-t launchE..rs. 

6 .. 

7, 

ORG.a.NIZ '.1.'ION a Nono, 

OTHt;RS I No nc • 

SECTION III WITHDRAWN, HQ, DA; CONTAINED IN DIVISION REPORT 
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Inclosure 6 to Section I: J!:lj.J1"vcd lisac;e of ;,:J,!-,:J,S-.l;. J.eri.tl. loudspeaker 
.Systen! 

Th,,. ,.....t,;1,;..,.B.:i-4 10C:0-watt loudspeaker system, a standerd item of 
j .,. ..... ,,, we.s modified sornewh~t to ene.ble its use in different configurations. 
'i'wo sets of on0 t)E- ch amplifier .s.nd remote were mounted on plylv'Ood bases and 
attached to two frQ!les, each holding one bc:nk of spn;.kers, which en&ble tho 
use of a single bank of 250-watt speakers in a vehicular mode on two vehicles 
This nodificaLion allows greeter flexability in the use of speaker systems 
to support ground tactical end psychological o:pera.tions and med caps. ;,. 
diagraru of the system is attached as T,,.B 1. 

The rernainir,g 500-watt portion of the system ;,,as made into a 
double bank of spe;,,.kers to fit on the H-~3 helicopter, utilizing a U-frarne 
and brace to fit the l2nding skids. The two amplifiers and r_,motes were 
origin&lly pkced in a fo~r-sided boX-like configuration which fits ~csily 
into the cockpit of the helicopter between the orl'i<rator's legs, ,nd produces 
excellent Nsults. .1U1 improved version of this is b~ing constructed .s.t 
this tilre, cci:s is ting of two plyHood bases each mounting a single remote 
and a.mplifier id1::r,tic2l ,.,o tl:e ;:50-watt configur2.tion, mounted be.ck to back 
on a wooden fraioo, and p&ralklcd, ;, diagrolll of the system is att&ched 
as T,-.8 2, 

'!'he syster.is &re design2d so th2t they are, 'I-ti.th a 15-min'tlte 
prepar&tion time, e.:sily converted ag.s.in into th~ original 1000-watt 
configuration, .s.nd ready to r~· in UH1D .;.ircnft. 

The ;:50-watt s:0 stem, vehicuhr r.:counted, has beer. field tested 
and found extremely effecti·:-, at distances of 1500 meters. 

The 500-watt sy<:.tem, mounted on the skid of an H-;;J helicopter, 
we.s tested and foL.nd to :ie eY.tr""mely satisfactory from an altitude of 
2000 feet, airing a broadcast at an englc of 45° to ths ground. is time 
and aircraft .s.vailability permit, th~ system will be further tested to 
deten,ri.ne its lir.ri.ts and perfor:renc8 char.:.cteristics. 
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