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%gé“mm/gfpm red. HEADQUARTERS: 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION ( (L ) @;7
(:’2 ,aa7a1L0»la(;—/am7qu /¢4~z/1fVZ::( £4»c _%%?‘;;iiégﬁ
TV ame)

AVDE-MH

- ..,.‘.,...mm.lum“n:tf-mmﬂmfﬂmlm&wa‘:

Operational Repext.of 9th Infantry Divieion for Period Ending

SUBJECT_‘ BO_ALril 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 1 g,
IONCSTOR, | (L D67-FD-t226 % @17 ]
AVFBC-R.E-H, APO 96206

~Commaiiding General, 1I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN:
Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commanding General, United States Army Pecifio, ATIN: GFOP-IT, APO 96558

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities. :
a. (C) Introduction,

(1) During this reporting period 1 Feb = 30 Apr 68, the 9th Infantry
Division continued operations in support of missions and tasks either
specified or implied by the III Corps/1I Field Force Combined Campaign
Plan 1968, 15 Dec 67, and the RVNAF, JGS/MACV Combined Cempaign Plan 1968
AB 143, 1 Nov 67. The 9th Inf Div alsoc conducted operastions specified by
II FFORCEV either during (1 = 10 Feb 68) or as a result of (i0 Fedb to
date) the VC/NVA Tet Campaign. Division Headquarters remained at Camp
Martin Cox (YS 1799) except when control of major operations in the Dinh
Tuong Province within the division's tactical area of interest (TAOI)
dictated displacement of a tactical forward commend post to Dong Tam Base
Camp (XS 4143). On 21 Apr the division's TAOI was increased to include
the Go Cong and Kien Hoa Provinces and reduced by the loss of the Rung
Sat Speiigi Zone as depicted on Inclosure 3, Map of Division Tactical

Aren of Xnterest (TAOI).

(2) The mission of the Inf Div is;to conduct strike operstions
to locate and destroy the Vift Cong (VC) and North Vietnsmese (KVA) main
al force units and tfeir installations end infrastructure in tLe

and 1
onduct consclidatiof and pacification operations to identify and

TAOI;
destroy VC guerrilla unitgf and infrastructure and secure population

ications in ckggéapoordination end cooperation
(GVN) Forces;aitohduct support operstions to
further assist the govergment of Vietnam racification Program,by enhancing
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YQX;NTERVALS
DECLAS>IFIED AFTER 12 YRS .
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AVDE-MH 12 May 68
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infaniry Division for Period knding
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

the capability of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN), Popular Force (PF),
and Regional Force (RF), and by contributing to the health and welfare
of the civilian population. The 9th Inf Div has successfully acoom=-
plished this mission by oonducting stability operations in Bien Hoa,
Phuoc Tuy, long Khanh, Long &n, Kien Hoa, Gia Dinh, Vinh Long, Dinh
Tuong, Phong Dinh, Vinh Binh, Go Cong, and Ba Xuyen Frovinces.

{3) The 9th Inf Div was involved in 90 days of combat while con-
ducting twelve major operations that commenced, terminated, or continued
during the reporting period: CORONADO X, CORONADO XI, TRUONG CONG DINH,
KITTYHAWK, HOPTAC, HOPTAC I, ENTERPRISE, QUYET THANG, RILEY, NARASUAN,
DUONG CUA DAN, and TOAN THANG,

(4, In addition to the above listed operations, an element of the
9th Inf Div participated in combat operations in the I Corps Tactical
Zone (CTZ) for the first time. The 3d Squedron 5th Cavalry (-) was
attached to the 1st Air Cavalry Division (AM), further placed OPCON to
the 1018t Airborne Division and 3d Marine Division from 15 Feb 68 to 14
Apr 68, Effective 15 Apr 68, the squadron was attached to the Provision=-
al Corps Vietnam. The squadron participeted in Operation KILO based at
Dong Ha vombat Base, Operation WORTH in Quang Nam Province and Operation
CHARLTON in Quang Tri Province. The squadron conducted mounted and
dismounted patrols in areas as designated. Troop D remained at Camp
Martin Cox (Bearcat) and participated in missions as assigned by division
headquarters,

(5) The arrival of the 6th Battalion 31et Infentry as a new member
of the 9th Inf Div, the attachment of the %<5 Cav to the 1st Air Cav Div
(AM) less D Troop 3-5 Cav, and the exchange of two tattalions within the
18t and 3d Bdes are considered the significant organizational changes
occurring during the quarter. These changes are discussed in para 1b(2).

(6) On 25 Feb 68 MG Julian J. Ewell replaced MG George G. O'Connor
as Division Commander. Four additional significant personnel changes
took place during this gquarter. COL Robert E. Baden, Chief of Staff,
departed 7 Apr 68 and LTC Myron E. Lee Jr. became the acting Chief of
Staff, COL George C. Benson assumed comcand of the 3d Bde vice COL
George W. Everett on 4 Feb 68. COL Josish A. Wallace assumed command
of Iiv Arty upon the departure of COL StuArt C. Meyer on 5 Mar 68, and
COL Henry E. Emerson assumed command of the 1st Bde from COL Harry O.
Williems on 18 Mar 68 (See Inclosure 2, Roster of Key Personnel).
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SUBJECT: Operatioﬁal Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period knding
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

b, (C) Organization. (Organizational Structure = refer to Inclosure
1a. Locetion of Units - refer to Inclosure 1b.)

(1) In eddition to the three brigades of the 9th Inf Div, the Royal
Thai Army Volunteer Regiment (RTAVR) remained OPCON to the division during
the quarter; and Task Force Forsyth and Task Force Funston, provisionel
headguarters formed by the division, continued with the responsibility of
the defense of Camp Martin Cox (YS 1799) and Dong Tam Base Camp (XS 4143)
respectively., On 18 Fegb 68 the 2-3 Inf, 199th Light Inf Bde became OFCON
to the division. This battalion was further placed OPCON to the 3d Bde
for operations in Gia Dinh Province, south of Saigon.

(2) Organizationsl changes that have occurred since the last Opera-
tion Report - Lessons Learned (ORLL) was submitted:

(a) On 31 Jan 68 a Division Forward Command Post was established at
Dong Tam Base Camp (XS 4143) in Dinh Tuong Province and has remained fully
operational as a tactical operations center to date. This displacement
was necessitated by the Viet Cong/North Vietnam Army (VC/NVA) Tet Cam-
paign attacks on major province and district capitals within the IV Corps
Tactical Zone, in particular the cities of My Tho, Vinh Long, Ben Tre, and
Can Tho. In response to the Tet Oifensive, the 5-60 Inf (M) became CPCON
to Task Force Ware on 31 Jan 68 for operations in Gia Dinh Province. On
1 Feb 68 increased enemy activity ocourred nenr the city of Ben Tre, Dinh
Tuong Province, and elements of the 3d Bde were inserted into the erea,

The 2=39 Inf was placed OPCON to the 3d Bde until 4 Feb 68.  In mid Fedb
the Forward Command Post was reduced in personnel with the CG and key
staff members returning to Camp Martin Cox (YS 1799); however, the Forward
Command Post continued to function as a tactical operations center under
the command of BG William A. Knowlton, Assistant Division Commander. On
10 Feb 68 the 1st Bde conducted an airlift of headquarters elements from
Cemp Martin Cox (YS 1799) to Dong Tam Base Camp (XS 4143) and assumed
OPCON of the 5-60 Inf. The purpose of this displacement was to conduct
clearing and roadrunner operations on Highway QL 4 from the junction of
Highway LTL 6A west to Cai Lay. Task Force Forsyth assuzed the RILEY mis-
sion in the Bien Hoa Province with the 2-47 Inf (M) as its meneuver element.
On 18 Feb 68 the 3d Bde assumed OFCON of the 4-39 Inf 'from the 1st Bde and
the 2-3d Inf from the 199th Light Inf Bde to conduct operations in Gia
Dinh Province. The 2-60 Inf became OFCON to the 1st Bde on 7 Mar 68, and
the 9th Inf Div with elements of the 18t and 2d Bdes initigted Operation
TRUQONG CONG DINH in Dinh Tuong Province, Once agein the Division Forward
at Dong Tam (XS 4143) became a fully staffed tactical opevations center
with the CG returning to direct this operation. The division was directed
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AVIE-Mh 12 My &8
SUBJECT: Uperational Report of 9th Infantry Divieion for Period Ending
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR=-65 (R1) (U)

by COMUSMACY to begln Operation DUONG CUA DAN (PEOFLE'S ROAD) on 16 Mar
68, The 1st Bde with three maneuver battalions, the 2=39 Inf, 2=-60 Inf
and 5-60 Inf, was selected., On 24 Mar 68 the Division Forward wes again
reduced in strength with the Commanding General returning to Camp Martin
Cox (XS 1799). The organizational arrengement lasted until 13 Apr 68
when 5-60 Inf (M) repturned to OPCON 3d Bde.

(b) On 31 Mar 68 the 9th Inf Div received the advance psrty of the
6-318t Inf (four rifle companies) designated by COMUSNALV to be assigne
ed to the 9th Inf Div. The first incorement of the main body arrived on
3 Apr 6B with the battalion closing Camp Martin Cox (YS 1799) on T Apr
68, The divieion initiated action to integrate the battalion into the
9th Inf Div by conducting orientation, acclimation, and indoctrination
training. The battalion completed this training on 24 Apr 68, at which
time it partioipated in its first operation OFCON to Task Force Tower
in Bien Hos Province. On 27 Apr 68 the 6-31st Inf became OPCON to the
3d Bde as brigade mobile ressrve.

(c) Other organizational changes that have occured during this
querter; The 9th MI Det and 19th ME Det, 18th and 19th PI Det and 39th
Cml Det were assigned to the 9th Inf Div effective 15 Feb 68. The 65th
Inf P1t (CT) was assigned effective 15 Feb 68 by USARV GO 821 dtd 21 Feb
68, Effective 15 Feb 68 the 47th MH Det was assigned on USARV GO 526,
These unite were formerly attached to the division,

c¢o (U) Personnel and Administration.

(1) General dsta: See Inclosure 4 for information and statistical
data concerning the folleowing:

(a) Maintenance of Unit Strength.

(v) Personnel Management.

(¢) Development and Maintenance of Morale.
(d) Maintenance of Discipline, Law and Order.

(2) Sigmificant Activities:

(a) Adjutant General:

1 The Adjutant General Service Unit was established on 1 Apr 68
under the operational control of the Fersonnel Services Division. This
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SUBJECT: Opsarational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period knding
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

unit was organized in preparation f{ : the change from the present re-
porting system to the FERMACAP Reporting System effective 1 May 68,

2 The large .number of casualties sustained and replacements re-
ceived as a result of the Tet Offensive caused primary attention during

this period to be focused on actions required to process these personnel,
Every fac:t of the AG operation was affected} however, tne greatest im-

paoct was in the following sreas:

Casualty reporting.

b Assignment and inprocessing of replacezments.

Review and preparation of swards and decorations.

lo

(b) Judge Advocate General:

1l Courts and Boards Ciorks Meeting, During this quarter meetings
were 4eld at the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate for courts and
boards personnel from the various oommands exercising specisl court-
martial jurisdiction. The clerks were briefed on various subjeots per-
taining to military justice activities. Emphasis was placed on use of
Article 15, UCMJ, administrative procedures in disposing of courte-
martial charges by summary and speoial court-martisl, snd actions ra-
quired by units in cases where trial by general court-martial ie recome
uended. Increessed quality in the administrative preparation of cecees
submitted to this headquarters since these initial briefings has been

noted.

2 Courtroop. In April 1968 a new courtroom for general courts—
wartial was completed to .incluide wall paneling and air conditioning.
The well paneling hss allowed for more thoroug: trials with fewer in-
terruptions by eliminating outside noise from generators and helicopters,
Visiting law officers have commented favoradly on the courtroom, indica~

ting that it is one of the finest in Vietnar,

3 Claime. Since the Tet Offensive numerous claims were made re-
sulting from the destruction of personal property lost in biilets which
wore elther partially or comrletely destroyed during hostile actions,
These claims were sxpeditiously processed by dispstcning cleims teaws
from the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, to assist unit cleim's
Claimants were placed in groups

officers st the site of the destruction.
and instructed in the preparation and completion of aprroprigte cleim's
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forms, thus eliminating many of the errors normally found in & claim
file. As a result of these claim's teams, over 3682 personsl claims were
receivid by the Office of the Staff Judge Advocate during this period.
0f th:se, 200 were processed.

{c) Surgeon: During this quarter a program entitled "Operation
SAFESTEP" wae implemented to reduce the incident rate of foot problems
anong troops on combat operations in the Mekong Delta. The majority of
these foot problems have been attributed to prolonged operations in imun--
dated terrasin. “Operation SAFESTEP involves the following:

[E

Continued use of proven preventive measures.
2 Treatment and prophylaxis utilizing old and new drugs.

3 Testing of new equipment.and clothing, i.e. the specially de=-
signed Paddy Boot, nylon mesh boot socks, etc. With the advent of the
rainy sesgon, this equipment will underge a thorough test., Unit surgeotns
have been responsible for implementation of the program at unit level.
However, comnand emphasis down to squad leader level has been the ocetensi-
ble reason behind the success of the program to date.

(d) Provost Marshal®? During this quarter 9th Inf Div Military
Yolice,; given operationsl control over GVN National Police, ARVN, and
non-divieional Americen military policemen, played & very significant
role in Operation DUONG CUA DAN (PEOPLE'S ROAD). The efficient handling
of traffic and defile control points made it possible for an average of
1200 vehicles per day to use the highway. In addition, joint population
and resources control pointe glso established by the MP's contributed
greatly toward 3-hibiting the daylight movement of the Viet Cong slong
Highway QL 4 and other major routes. During the last three months, the
military police have also participated in many psychological operations
end civic action programs conducted by divisional units.

(d) Chaplain: During Easter, Holy Week and Passover, the division
conducted s totel of 167 services: 53 Catholic, 100 Protestant, and 8
Jewish. Despite heavy operational commitments, 6,970 persons were able
to attend these services.

(f) Red Cross: Om 10 Apr 68, & Red Cross sub-office was opened at
Tan An to provide Red Cross services to 3d Bde personnel in that area.
This has provided a more effective Red Cross Program within the 3d Bde
aregs by greatly reducing the smount of time required to handle individual
casen.,
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AViE-MH 12 May 68
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

d. (C) Intelligence.

(1) Discussion and Recapitulation of Enemy Order of Battle (See
Inclosure 5 for Enemy Unit Locations),

(a) TDiscussion.

1 Since the Tet Offensive the enemy has increased the fire power
cepability within his units. His resupply of arms and ammunition has
steadily been replecirig the older series with a new, modern and sophis=~
ticated ona, Almost all battalione are fully equipped with AK-47's.

The number of RPG=2 and RPG-T7 rocket launchers per unit has increased,

The ratio of RPG~T's to RFG-2's has incressed. Camp Martin Cox received
120min rnoxtar and 122mm rocket fire tfor the first time on 28 Feb 6t. Dong
Tan base csamp frequently received 120mm mortar fire since the Tet Offensive.
The VC altered their tactics in that attacks by fire during daylight hours
vwers increased to prevent the detection of their firing positions. There
have been reports tha* the VC have 122mm rockets in Dinh Tuong Province,

but no rockets have been used against allied forces in that area.

2 In Dinh Tuong Province of VC Military Region (MR) II, there has
been a reorganization of the enery tactical command structure. MR II has
organized at least two "Nobile Battle Groups" The composition of these
"Battle Groups" 4is not clear, but it is believed that they consist of at
leaat two battalione and weapon support units. These appear to be tail-
ored to assure & proper dalance of ground forces and combat support.

3 There are several new units within the 9th Inf Div TAQI. The
265 Main Force (MF) Battalion was formed as early as Jul 67 but was nct
confirmed until March 68. It operated in Dinh Tuong Province until
April when it moved into central Long An Frovince. The K=3 MF Bn is
believed to have participated in an attack against US Forces at Tan An
in Lorg An Province on 10 Feb 68, This unit was formerly the 34 Bn of
the Dong Nai Regt, northern Bien Hoa Province. This battalion is still
b2lieved to be located in Long An Province. The Fhu Loi II Bn formerly
opereting in northwestern Bien Hoe Province has been contacted and
identified tirough documents and PW's. This battalion is currently
believed to be operating in the vicinity of the long An/Gia Dinh Province
boundary. Southeast of Camp Martin Cox, in the vicinity of the Bien
Hoa/Long Khanh/Phuoc Tuy Province boundsries, an artillery battelion has
been identified aa K-34. It is believed to have entered the area approxi-
mately 1 Apr 68,
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In order to replenish the tremendous losses suffered during the
Tet Offensive, the VC made a massive effort to locally recruit personnel,
They have not been able to recrult sufficient people to accomplish this,
even though they have resorted to force. An increasing number of VC unit
replacements tre North Vietnamese Army (NVA) personnel,

In order to have larger oombat units and have them controlled at
a higher echelon, the VC have begun to upgrade some of their units,

In Thu Thua District, Long An Province, it is believed that cadre
taken from the C312 Local Force Company and local guerrillss were used
to form three new local force companies, C1, C2, C3. The existence of
C1 and C3 wae confirmed by a captured document that assigned each a letter
box number effective 18 Apr 68. There have been agent reports indicating
that the remainder of the local force companies in Long An Province intend
to do the same.

b The Long An Sector Advisor reported that documents taken from a
VC body on 13 Apr 68 stated that a Sapper Company, code numver 5785, wes
located south of Ben Luc (XS 602692). This company has a 30 man highway
engineer section and a 34 man water engineer section.

£ 4 captured document stated that three new local force companies
vwere to be formed in Nhon Trach and Long Thanh Districts, Bien Hoa
Province. There has been no confirmaticn of this.

d A PV, the executive officer of the 462 LF Co (Cai Lay District,
Dinh ' Tuong Province) stated on 25 Apr that the entire compamy was trans=
ferred to the 514C Br., At that time a recruiting campaign was under
way to get personnel to replace the 462 LF Co.

& In Dinh Tuong end Go Cong Provinces new units have been formed.
It is believed that a "new" 261 MF Bn was formed with cadre from the
"old" 261 MF Pn, new recruits, and some infiltrators from the NVA. Order
of Battle accepts 261A and 261B Main Force Battalions based primarily
upon PW reports.

£ It is believed that there are three 514 Bns operating principally
in Dinh Tuong and Go Cong Provinces. The exact time and method of their
formation is not known. In March 68 there were PW's that stated that
they were from 514B Bn. During this time agent reports consistently
reported the 514 LF Bn in both eastern and western Dinh Tuong Frovince
at the same time., A Hol Chanh who rallied to ARVN elements in Cai Lay
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District, Dinh Tuong Province on 21 Apr 68 stated that he was from the
514C Bn. A PW gtated on 25 Apr 68 that the old Cai Lay District Company
vas transferred to the 514C Bn on an unknown date.

£ A PW who was the CO 3d Co, 263 MF Bn stated on 13 Mar 68 that he
had heard that there were plans to form a 263B Bn and that recruitment
was to be in Dinh Tuong Province, A PW on 6 Apr 68 stated that he vas
from the 263B Bn and his platoon was being transferred to the 514 LF Bn.
He stated at that time the 263B MF Bn was located near Go Cong, No fur-
ther information has been received pertaining to that unit.

b In north-central Bien Hoa Province; it is believed that the 274th
VC Regt has received replacement personnel from the D/251 infiltration
&oup. It 1s belisved that this group will form another battalion to
replaces the 2d Bn which is currently believed to be operating in Thu Duc
District, Gia Dinh Province. Analysis of captured documents revealed
that D/251 is possibly a code name for the 4th NVA Sapper En. If this
is true;, the combat effectiveness of the 274th VC Regt has increased
significantly.

(b) Recapitulation.

UNIT STRENGTH EFFECTIVENESS WEAPONS

5th VC Div 3300 Marginally Combat Equipped with new
Effective peies of wpns
274 MF Regt 1000 Combat Effective Equipped with new
series of wpns
275 MF Regt 1200 Combat Effective Equipped with new
series of wpms
Dong Nai Regt 1800 Combat Effective Equipped with new
. series of wpns
GP 84 Rear Services  Unk Unk Unk ;
D440 MF Bn 320 Marginally Combat Majority equipped
Effective with new series
of wpns
Page 9
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D445 MF BEn

K=34 Arty Bn
Ath IF Bn

Doan 10

24 Ind Bn

5th LF Bn

506th LF Bn

6th IF En

Phu Loi II in

K~3 MF Bn

265 MF Bn

[

250

Unk
200

500

270

240

250

150

200

350

300
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Effective
Combat Effective

Marginally Combat
Effective

Marginally Combat
Effective

Marginally Combat
Effective

Marginally Combat
Effective

Marginally Combat
Effective

Non Combat
feotive

Marginally Combat
Effective .

Combat Effective

Combat Effective
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Majority equipped
with nev series
of wpns.

122em Rockets

Majority believed
to be equipped
with new series
of wpns,

Majority equipped
with nhew ceries
of wpns., Good
mining capability

Mgjority equipped
with new seiries
of wpns.

Majority equipped
with new series
of wpna,

Equipped with
new series of

wpns.

Equipped with new
series of wpns.

Equipped with new
fazily of wpns.

Believed to be
equipred with new
serie3 of wpns.

Equipped with
new sericg of
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2614 MF BEn 350 Combat Effective Majority equipped
with new series
of wpnNs,

261B MF En 250 Marginally Combai Partially equip-

Effective ped with new
series of wpns.

263 MF Bn 400 Combat Effective Majority equipped
with new series
of wpns.

5144 LF Bn 300 Combat Effective Mejority equipped
with new series
of wpns.

514B LF Bn 100 Non Combat NMixture of old &

Effective new series of
wpns,

514C LF Bn Unk Unk Unk

516 LF Bn 270 Couwbat Effective Majority equipred
with new series
of wpns,

518 1F¥ Bn 250 Marginally Combat Partially equipped

Effective with new series
of wpns.

267 MF Bn 240 Marginally Combat Equipped with

Effective new series of
wpns,

263 M Bn 250 Fargirally Combat Ejuipped with

Effective new series of
wpna.

(c) Enemy Tactics and Techniques.

Y During Tet the enemy utilized the majority of his major combat
elements to launch an all-out offensive against key US/GVN installations,
provincial and district cspitals. It was apparent that his objectives
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wvere to geize and hold these installations, at least temporarily, to gain

psychological and propaganda victories perhaps to be employed in a subse-

quent offer to negotiate peace terms. The primary attacks were conducted
sgainst Saigon, Cholon, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, II Field Force EQ, III
Corps Hu, and Bien Hoa Air Base. The Viet Cong offensive failed militar-
ily, but it must be viewed as a psychological success.

2 In Sub-Region E=4 no major ground attacks occured; and no units
were identified in contact. The VC did successfully interdict Highway QL
15,

3 In Sub-Region E=3, no major ground attacks ocoured; although
attacks by fire inoluding mortars, smell arms, and automatic weapons were
conducted throughout the sub-region,

4 In Sub~Region E-2 on 10 Feb 68, Tan An came under & major ground
and indirect fire attack by an unknown size force, Later it was deter-
mined that local forces, persomnnel from recent infiltration groups and
probably the K=3 MF Bn, formerly subordinate to the Dong Nai Regt, parti-
cipated in the attack,

5 In Dinh Tuong FProvince the VC attacked the provinciael ecapital of
My Tho with a multi-battalion force on 31 Jan 68,

6 The enemy entrenched himself in the major urban areas; and the re=
sultant fighting created much property damage and the loss of many inno~
cent civilian lives, Apparently, the VC had expected a popular uprising
to assist them in overthrowing the South Vietnamese Government. The pop-
ular uprising did not materialize. The VC's disregard for the Lunar New
Year Holidays, property, and human life further alienated the people of
South Vietnam from the VC.

1 Inastead of withdrawing to hLis base areas after being routed from
the citiea; his units remained near the heavily populated areas. It wes
later determined that he left only sufficient forces to maintain preszure
on the cities, This was probably done so that allied forces, too, would
remain close to the cities. This left the rursl areas relatively free
for the VC to recruit personnel and collect taxes. This was especially
true in Dinh Tuong Province,

8 According to captured documents, the VC attempted to renew their
offensive with Phese II in mid-February., Due to the acute shortages of
personnel and supplies, they sccomplished practically nothing.

Page 12

CONFIDENTIAL

1o

e v $




T —

17

CONFIPENTIAL
AVDE-MHE 12 May 68
SUBJECTs Operationsl Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending

30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

9 The VC activity was then designed to dierupt the economy, further
disoredit the GVN, and convince the porulace that the VC were still in
control. The primary method used in their attempts was the interdiotion
of primary lines of communiocation (10C). This was primarily true in the
rice-rioh Delta region. With the lirss of communication disrupted, the
people were unable to merket their goods, thus, hurting the economy and
keeping foodstuff in the rural aress where the VC had easy access to it.
The primary target for interdiotion was Highway QL 4, espeocially from
My Thuan Ferry (at the Mekong River) east to the junotion of Highway QL 4
and Highway LTL 6A (northwest of My Tho)., This area was probably select-
ed because of the large amount of ocivilien treffic; large smount of pro=-
duce transported, and because the VC had numerous waterwave for their own
travel.

J0 For these interdiotions they increased the use of their sapper
units, The local guerrillas were used to mine, orater and block the high-
waya but had the teohniocsl advice and sunitions support of sapper person-
nel. Larger destruction tasks, such as the bridge at Can Giouc (XS 3373)
on Highway LTL 5A; were probably cerried out solely by esapper units. The
Can Giouo Bridge was blown at the end of February and is etill 100% im-
pessable to vehicular traffic. The VC has inoressed his water mining
capability and river ambushes in the Mekong River ares.

(2) Enemy losses

KIA 2938
DETAINEES 2300
W's 203
CHIEU HOI 3

CREW=SERVED WEAPONS (C/Ss) 117

SMALL ARMS (SA) 268

AMMO 394699

MINES 9232

GRAIN (IN TONS) 78,93
Poge 13
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SAMPANS 598
S1RUCTURES 1054
BUNKERS 8819

(3) Intelligence Sources and Agencies.

(a) Progress continued during the reporting period in the identifi-
cation of members of the Viet Cong infrastructure operating within the
division TAOI. A total of 617 personalities were added to the Counter-
intelligence (CI) Section's blacklist., Of this total, 230 were identi-
fied in Bien Hoe Province, 176 in Long An Province, 136 in Dinh Tuong
Province, 39 in Kien Phong Province, 16 in Kien Hoa Province;, 11 in Go
Cong Province, and 9 in Kien Tuong Province. These 617 politiocal person=-
alities included 133 military intelligence cadre and sgents; 32 commo-
liaison agents, 63 finance and eoonomy cadre, 37 proselyting cadre, 68
military~-political officers, 4 supply cadre; and 280 local Viet Cong
government leaders and party secretaries, Viet Cong propagendists in
Long An and Dinh Tuong Provinces continued their campaien to discoredit US
and GVN political programs, to rally locsl residents to the Viet Cong
cauge, and to oepitalize on the results achieved during Tet, Viet Cong
intelligence cadre continued their efforts to gain information on FWMAF
operating within the divisional TACI, specifically to include elements of
the 9th Inf Div, Five such Viet Cong agents directly tergeted against
divisional elements in Tan An continued to be subjects of covert counter—
intelligence operations, Viet Cong intelligence also incressed their use
of penetration agents. They appeared to be concentrating their efforts in
the use of ARVN s8¢oldiers and local indigenous laborers. However, no such
penetration agents were specifically identified as operating on any of the
9th Inf Div base camps at Bearcat. Dong Tam, eand Tan An.

(b) During the quarter, the number of confidentisl informants report-
ing to the CI Section increased to 37. This number included 18 coded in-
forments, 12 uncoded casual informants, and 7 installation informants.
Liaison with 35 US and Allied intelligence and government sgencies result-
ed in an average flow of approximately 1500 intelligence reports per month
into the division.

(c) Modifications were made in the CI Section's blacklist distributed
to division S2's, Previous to the reporting period, all names reported to

the CI Section of Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI) and guerrilla personali-
ties were included in the blacklist regardless of their rank or position
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as long as they were operating in the division®s TAOI, This resulted in
an average input tc the blacklist of about 1000 names per month. Six
menths of usage showed that the blacklist was rapidly becoming quite
large and therefore cumbersome and unused due to the necessity for pub-
lishing it on the large 11" by 15" mechine records printout. No changes
were possivle in the size of the machine printout; and no other system
than that of ADP was feasible in view of the limited special agent re-
sources available for mainteining the blacklist; so the criteria for adde
ing nemes 1o the list was re-evaluated, A new criteria was established
whereby only the names of leading personalities in the VCI from the ham~
let level on up operating in the division®s TAOI were included. This
eliminated the inclusion of hamlet and village guerrillas in the black-
list as well as many low level Viet Cong personalities who, though re-
8iding within our TAOI. were in areas where elements of the division sel-
dom conducted any operations against the VCI. The new criteria resulted
in a decrease of the average input per month during the reporting period
to 205 nemes per month and an incresse in the number of blackliste re-
quested each month by unit and non-divisional S2's, In addition a system
of in-depth dossiers on selected villagee and hamlets located in the high
priority areas immediately surrounding each of the division's three base
camps at Bearcat, Dong Tam; and Tan An was esteblished within the section,
Each dossier included all information acquired on Viet Cong activities
and persornel operating within thet village or hamlet to include doth low
level VCI and guerrilla personslities. The two systems, together, the
new broadhased but less cumbersome counterintelligence blacklist covering
the entire TAOI published for the use of unit S2°s and the in-depth vil-
lage and hamlet dosciers maintained for the use of counterintelligance
colleztion and reacticn psrsonnel; appeared to provide a more effective
reans »f supporting that part of the division’s mission to identify and
neutralize members of the VCI.,

() During the repoiting pericd; there was an expansion of the week-
ly G2/52 intell:gen:2 planning ~cnference held by the division G2 at
Beaxrcat. 1In additiniz to the division's major sutordinate unit S2ig, at-
tendance was enlarged to include representatives of the fallowing FWMAF,
ARVN ard GVN agencies:

1 48th Iaf Div (ARVN) - Xuan Loc,

2 7th Inf Di+ (ARVN) = My Tho.

3 1st Austcalien Task Force - Nui Dat.
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4 Bien Hoa Seotor.
5 Llong Khanh Sector.

(e) This conference has proved to be an excellent vehicle for the
vig~a=vis exchange of intelligence and for the joint development of tar-
gets for strike or surveillance operations. Not only has the conference
furthered the exchange of intelligence; but it hes also assisted in bring=-
ing the enemy situation into perspective throughout the division's sprawvl-
ing tacticel area of interest,

(4) Long Range Patrol (ILRP) Activities.

(a) The LRP employed nine (9) Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (FRU)
Scouts and found them to be highly qualified for reconnsissance miesions.
Their knowledge of the terrain and VC methods of activity has been valua-
ble to IRP operstions. FPRU's are integrated into LRP teams and also
operate a8 FRU heavy teamas. FRU's have developed a high degree of esprit.
Their English is limited but is being overcome by training within the IRP
Company, FRU’s have the additional advantage of interpreting overheard
VC conversetions while on trail watch and if spotted by the VC have been
cornsidered friendly.

(b) The LRF sustsined 3 combat fatalities during the period for a
total loes of 4 US KHA sinoce Jun 67 when the unit was formed.

(¢) The IRP accumulated 74 VC KIA (BC) during the period as opposed
to 49 VC KIA (BC) during the previous reporting period.

(d) New methods of operation were devieed, and the concept of LRP
oparations in the Delta region was realized. Inserting into and extraot-
ing from an AO using Nevy River Patrol Boats (PER) hss proven to be most
successful., The length of stay in the majority of IRP AOs in the Delta
has been less than 24 hours because of lack of concealment and dense
population,

(e) Several successful joint operations were conducted with Navy
SEAL teams.

(5) Aerial Reconnaissance and Surveillence.

(a) Night visusl recornaissance missions have increased in quantity
and were enhanced in quality with the aid of night observation devices
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(NOD). Theme devises are particularly suited for detecting waterway and
highway traffiec.

(v) Personnel Detector (people sniffer) missions diminished due to
higher priorities on aircraft and operations in the Delta region. There
vere & total of 15 missions flown over the three month period.

(6) The Imagery Interpretation Section accomplished the following
during the reporting period: 60 eerial photography missions were re-
oeived, prncessed and interpreted. From these photo missicns a total of
59 Imegery Interpretation Reports were prepared and distributed. In
response to specific requests, the mection preparecd 16 photo mosiaocs, 46
defense overlays and two speciaml studies. The seotion also flew 47
visual reconnsissence missions and 15 Persornel Detection missions.

(d) Tet Offensive: During the period 30 Jen to 10 Feb 68, there
was a ohRrked inocregse in the number of visual reconnaissance misgions
flown, ' Nineteen missions weie flown during this period. There was,
however, a sharp decrease in photographic missions processed and reports
disseminated due to the disruption of photo deliveries 'om Det A, 1st
MI Bn (ARS) and the Air Force.

(6) Weather and Terrain., Weather had very little adverse effect
during the reporting period. Trafficability reached its peak and will
worsen a8 the we: season approaches. The most adverse effects which
hampered air movement were the early morning fog and dust on the landing
zones, Foot troops experienced asome difficulty in maintaining stesalth
and concealment in the jungle areas because of dryness.

(7) Enemy Capabilities, Vulnerabilities, and Probable Courses of
Action.

(a) The enemy’s firepower capability has irncreased significantly
because of the ccntinued introduction of better weapons in increased
numbers tc the local guerrillas, In so far as his persor.iel strengths
are concerned, the enemy suffered substantial losses during the report-
ing period; however, he nas continuaslly striven to overcome this by a
concerted pirogram of impressing civilians intoc his ranks and the inte-
gration of local force and guerrills elements into his main forecs units,
In some cases, such as in Dinh Tuong Province, the Viet Cong battalions
have been fragmented; providing nuclei around which new battalions were
forwed. /n example of this is the formation of the 5144, 3514B; and 514C
Battalions; which were made up of newly impressed personnzl and inte-
grated units.
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(6) In all provinces of the division's TAOI, the enemy is capable
of mounting multi-battalion attacks againet targets of his choosing.
There has been an increase in the total number of VC battalions opera-
ting in the TAOI, and the identification of two new units in Bien Hoa
Province significantly increases the capability to occnduct special type
operstions. These units arxe the K-34 NVA Artillery Battalion and the 4th
NVA Sapper Battalion. In addition, intelligence indiocates the formgtion
of & sapper battalion in Sub-Region E~2, Ths enemy's most significant
vulnersbility lies in the fact that to attack the targets which he has
chowen as objectives, he must mass hiz forces, inoreasing his vulnerabil-
ity to mllied firvepower. Based upon an analysis of all recent intelli-
gence, the ensmy's most probable course of action is & renewal of his of-
fengive, striking fswer, more carefully selected and reconnoited targets
than during his Tet Campaign,

e. (C) Operations.

(1) There were a total of twelve major operations either completed
or in procese by the 9th Inf Div during the period 1 Feb - 30 Apr 68.
Highlights included counter operations to the VC Tet Offensive and the
termination of Operations KITTYHAWK and ENTERCRISE after more than one
year of continuous combat resulting in tremendous strides in the pacifi-
cation program. Operations during the period 3Q Jan - 10 Feb 68 resulted
in some of the heaviest combat experienced by the division since its
arrivael in Vietnem. Units were deployed with minioum advance warning and
demonstrated their flexibility to operste in many different areas and
types of terrain to include encounters with the enemy in built-up areas
in the major cities within the division TAOI.

(2) At the end of the previous reporting period, the VC/NVA forces
had just commenced their Tet attacks with multi-battalion size forces
attacking major US/FWMAF/GVN installations and province and district
capitals within the III and IV Corps Tactical Zones (CTZ). During the
perici of 31 Jan - 10 Feb 68, the cities of Bien Hoa; Saigon, long Binh,
My Tho, Ben Tre; Tan An; Vinh long, and Xuan Loc were subjected to major
eneny attacks., In each city elements of the 9th Inf Div, in coordination
vith GVN forces, met the VC/NVA attacks head on and drove the enemy out
of the cities by the 10th of Feb. Elements of all three brigades saw
action in the Mekong Delta wheres the 9th Inf Div is the only sizeable US
combat force.

(3) After 10 Feb enemy tactics included emsll unit asctions and in~
creased stand-off mortar attacks on US installations, major cities and
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villages, The VC also increased attacks by fire and ground assaults o.
division fire support/patrol bases (FS/PB). On 25 Feb elements of the
263d MF Bn launched a heavy mortar and ground attack ageainest FS/FB Jager
(vic XS 3549) located 3km west of long Dinh along Highway QL 4 in Dinh
Tuong Province. On 9 Mar the VC initiated a heavy mortar attack on FSB
Helloran, a floating artillery base of the Mobile Riverine Force (MHF')
which was positioned east of My Tho (XS 5740) along the north bank of the
My Tho Raver. This marked the first time thaut the VC achieved success ir
attacking this type of FSB,

(4) From 10-29 Feb the 9th Inf Div continued to react to the presence
of enemy forces south of Saigon and in the immediste ereas eround provin-
cial an< district capitals.

(5) Beginning 1 Mar the division developed plans for mejor reconnais-
sance in force (RIF) opera” ' “ns designed to locate;, destroy, and fragment
VC main force battalions their supporting units while continuing to
maintain, secure and open sr lines of communications - principally
Highway QL 4 = witlin the a. .ision TA0I.

(a) On 7 Mar; the 1at and 2d Bdes began Operation TRUONG CONG DINH

in coordination with 7th Inf Div (ARVN) principally in Dinh Tuong Province
to drive enemy forces away from My Tho and to eliminste enemy interdiction
of Highway QL 4 in the provinces. On 17 Mar the 1st Bde commenced Opera-
tion DUONG CUA DAN (PEOFLE'S ROAD) to protect and upgrade Righway QL 4 be-
tween Cai Lay and the junction of Highways QL 4 and LTL 6A northwest of My
Tho and to conduct RIF operations in coordination with 7th Inf Div (ARVN)
and RF/PF forces c¢n either side of Highway QL 4., The 2d Bde continued
TRUONG CONG DINH, expandirg operations into Go Cong and Kien Hoa Provinces.
In %oth these suc:essful operations, emphasis has been placed on combined
cperations with ARVN and KF/PF unite. At the end of the quartsr, the 2d
Bn Vietnamese Marine Corps (VIMC) joined the 2d Bde in riverine operations.

{b) From 11 Mar = 7 Apr the 3d Ble participated in Operation QUYET
THANG in Lorg An and Gia Dinh Provinces south of Saigon in cooperation with
Capital Military District (CMD), 5th Ranger Gp, 25th Inf Div (ARVN) and
provincial and district forces to locate and destiroy VC/NVA forces threat-
<ng Saigrn from the south and southwest and 4o secure wmajor lines of
communizcation, Here agsin, coordinated operations with Vietnemese forces
vere stressed,

(c) On 8 Apr the 9th Inf Div commenced participation in Operation
TCAN THANG witl: the 3d Bde in long An and Gia Dinh Prcvinces; Task Force
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Forsyth and the Royal Thei Army Volunteer Regiment in Long Thanh and Nhon
Treoh Distriots;, Bien Hoa Province and western Xuan Loc District; Long
Khaenh Province, These operations are conducted in coordination with 25th
and 16th Inf Divisions (ARVN) and RF/PF forces. The purpose of the
operations is to locate and destroy the VC/NVA units in the vicinity of
Seigon/Bien Hoa and to keep them fragmented, so they cannot mass for re=
newed attacks on these major strategio population centers. The operation
had been effective to the end of the reporting period in that the antici-
pated reneved VC/NVA offensive had not materialized by 30 Apr 68.

(6) Operations commencing, continuing and terminating during the
. period 1 Feb to 30 Apr 68 are summarized as followss

(a) Operation CORONADO X (18 Jan 68 -~ 13 Feb 68), The purpose of
t! is operetion was to locate; fix and destroy the 263d MF Bn, 514 LF Bn,
and Cai Be District Forces. On 31 Jan the MRF, consisting of 24 Bde Hgs,
3-47 Inf, and 3=60 Inf, became OPCON to the Senior Advisor IV CTZ snd
moved from their pre-Tet positions in western Dinh Tuong Province to the
vioinity of My Tho in response to multi-battalion VC attacks on that pro=-
vincial capital city. On 1 Feb the two US battalions attacked north into
the city from the My Tho river. They engaged in battle with the 261,
263, and 265 VC battalionse which had occupied the city. The MRP and
elements of the 7th Inf Div (ARVN) continued the battle on 2 Fed and by
eid-day had driven most of the VC from the city, The MRF accounted for
116 VC KIA {BC) while 7th Inf Div (ARVK) reported 408 VC KIA. On 4 Feb
the MRF moved to the vicinity of Vinh Long, provincial capital city,
vhere during the period 5 ~ 8 Feb they engaged the 306th, 308th MF Bns
and D587 LF Bn which ware attempting to seize the city. Results of this
batile of Vinh Long were 138 VC KIA; 4 POW versus 5 US KHA and 92 WHA
(18 of which were USN), On 11 Peb the 24 Bde returned to the vicinity of
Dong Tam and conducted operations in the vicinity of Cai Lay on Highway
QL 4. EKlements of 2-39 Inf and 5-60 Inf (M) became OPCON to the 2d Bde
for this tvo day operation. Results for 11 = 12 Feb vere 2=39th and
5-60th 51 VC KIA and 2d Bde 33 VC KIA. This operation terminsted on 13
Feb 68, (See Inolosure 13, 2d Bde ORLL and Inclosure 21, Combat Opera-
tions After Action Report, CORONADO X.)

(b) Operation CCRONADO XI (13 Feb - 6 Mar 6€). This operation was
initiated in coordination and cooperation with the 9th Inf and 218t Inf
Divisions (ARVN) to locate and destroy the 303, 306, and 309 MF Ens and
Tay Do Bns I and II, in the vicinity of Can Tho, Phong Dinh Province, to
relieve the pressure on the city which holds the headquarters of IV CTZ.
The MRF reuained OPCON to the Senior Advisor IV CTZ. Omn 14 Feb tha MRF
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Bne;, 347 Inf and 3-60 Int, made beach landings and conducted sweeps morth
along the Kinh Truong Tien Canal, south of Can Tho. ARVN elements of the
9th and 21et Divisions conducted operations north of the citly eweening to
the southwest, A/3=47 Inf found a sizable ammo cache in the morniug
including, in part, 460 B=40 rounds, 200 pounds of explceives, 89 120mm
mortar rounds, plus 500 pounds of wedical supplies, Sporadic znntact

wes estaplished and continued in verying degrees of intensity through

20 Feb, Results for this period were MRF: " 14 US KH: and 73 \HA (evac),
VC: 82 KIA, Om 22 Feb, in response to new intelligence, the MRF and GVN
forces initiated a riverine/sirmobile attack in Phong Hiep District,

Phong Dinh Province and Thuan Hoa District, Ba Xuyen Province to locetle

the VC III MF Headquarters. This riverine movement appeared to have

caught the VC by surprise when B and C/3-47 Inf beached slong the Kinh

Lai Hien Canel; wvicinity WS 8481, The enemy were in bunkers glong the
canal. but the fighting ports were oriented towerds the open rice paddys
ané away from the canal in enticipation of airmobile attacks. The VC
becare confused and ran into the open fields away from the MRF forces
vwhere they were eesy prey to artillery, gunships, snd infantry fires.

The VC lost 60 KIA in this engagezent against negative US casualties.

Thnis operation in Phong Dinh and Ba Xuyen Provinces marks the deepest
penetration of US Forces into the Mekong Delte to date. On 24 Feb the
MRF conducted a waterhorne cordon, serrch and clear operation on the iglana
of Cu Lao May (vic XS 009) Hoa Binh District, Vinh Binh Province which
netted over 450 detainees. During the operation, the 3-47 Inf and 3=60
Inf conducied MEDCAF and DENTCAP operations at the detainee collection
points. There wzs no enemy contact in this one-day operation. On 25

Feb the MRF returned to the vicinity of Can The in expectation of renewed
VC attzcks by the 303, 306, and 309 MF Bns. On 25 Feb, elements of

3«47 Inf and 3=60 Inf became heavily engaged approximately seven km northe
vest of Can Tho. B/3-60 Inf airmobiled into g hot LZ; with significant
damage to helicopters and Gaiy wewol-d. Cil-o . iuuzants of the MRF moved
to support B Compeny. The contact with the VC in entrenched positions
lasted throughout the day until about 2200 hours. A sweep of the battle
area revealed 22 VC KIA. US losses were 14 KHA and 51 WHA. During the
right the VC continued harassing the MRF Bns with probing attacks and
sniper fire. On 27 Feb the area was swept agair with an additional 40 VC
KIA discovered from the previous day's contact, B, C, and E/3-60 Inf
found ammo ceches including 5 crevw served (C/S) weapons, 6 small arms ;
(sA), over 15,000 rounds of SA ammo, 161 RR rounds; 193 artillery/mortar !
rounds, plus other items. Results of the two day operation were: 85 VC
KIA, 22 US KHih, and 83 US WHA. On 1 Mar the MRF and three ARVN Ranger i
battalions conducted RIF operstions approximateiy five km sou.hwest of !
Can Tho 'along the Ruu Ram and Cai Son censls. Heavy contact developed
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in the afterncon and continued into the night, and soattered contact occured
the following day. As a result of the engagement, the enemy suffered 63

KIA while the MRF sustained 6 KHA and 37 wHA. The operation terminated on
6 Mar 68. (See Inclosure 13, 2d Bde ORLL and Inclosure 22, Combat Operations
After Action Report on CORONADO XI.)

(¢) Operstion TRUONG CONG DINH (7 Mar - to date): On 7 Mar the
9th Inf Div initiated Operation TRUCNG CONG DINH in coordination and
cooperation with Tth Inf Div (ARVN) and elements of the 1st and 2d Bdea,
9th Inf Div, and TF 117. The purpose of this operation was to locate,
fix and destroy enemy forcea located in Dinh Tuong Province and to re-
lieve enemy pressure on Highway QL 4 and the oity of My Tho. In the
initiael stage of the operation, elements of the 18t Bde, 2-39 Inf and
2-60 Inf, corducted airmobile assaults into an area near the village of
Binh Phouc; 14 ka northeast of My Tho, and then conducted reconnaissance
in force operations north and northeast in zone. The 5«60 Inf (M) con-
ducted diversionary reconnaissance in force operations west along Highway
QL 4 and then returmed to resume road security for the complete length
of QL 4 within the A0, 24 Bde elements, 4-47 Inf and 3-60 Inf, conducted
sirmobile and beach landings 12 ko and nine kn east of My Tho while the
7tk Inf Div (ARVN) operated in the area generally north of My Tho and
east of Highway GL 4 with three infantry battalions, a ranger battalion,
a cavalry syuasdron, and several regional force companies. During this
phase only light contect was estsblished with the enemy; however, action
was characterized by meny sightings and destruction of enemy bunker com=-
plexes. MRF forces commenced airmobile assaults six km northeast cf My
Tho, At 1845 hours on 7 Mar, B/4=47 Inf landed in an LZ and wse engaged
with heavy SA and AW fire from bunker positions along the rice paddy dikes
south of the LZ. The heavy fire resulted in five downed helicorters.
Fighting continued until 2400 hours when the VC broke contact. At 0300
hours 9 Mar FGB HALLORAN, located 10 km southeast of My Tho along the north-
érn bank of the Cua Tieu River, received heavy mortzar znd RPG fire for
approximstely three quarters of an nour, Two light fireé teams (LFT)
supported the action. Results of thc enemy attack were tvo artillery
barges destroyed, four M=-102 howitzers destroyed, one U5 Lilled and six
US wounded with unknown enemy losses. The 7 = 9 lar enga,2ments resulted
in 15 US KEA and 100 WHA while the enewy sustained 53 KIA. 9 detainees and
9 SA's, 2 AW's, and many other items of ecuipment czptured. Numerous
bunker complexes were nlso destroyed. On 10 Mar the z-ea of operation
ghifted to the southern area of central Dinh Tuong !rovirce in Long Dinh
and Cai Lay Districts to locate and destroy VC elements end to relieve
enemy pressure along Highway QL 4. Elements of the 1st and 2nd Bdes
operated in this general vicinity fromw 10 = 16 Mar with extenusive day anc
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night patrolling along Highway QL 4 ae well as reconnsissance in force and
strike operations into suspected VC locations; also, extensive upgrading
of Highway QL 4 by engineer work parties was initisted. Moderate to heavy
contact wes established during this period, and many bunkers were destroyed
and items of equipment captured. On 162400 Mar €8 the 1st Bde terminated
participation in this operation and commenced operation DUCNG CUA DAN
(PEOPLE'S ROAD). Elements of the 2d Bde continued operation TRUONG CONG
DIRH in the Cei Lay, Rach Ba Rai, Cai Be Districts, and central Dinh
Tuong Province, On 17 Mar, 5 km northeast of Cai Lay, Task Force Saber=-
wing (Trp C/3=-17 Air Cav Squadron; D/3<5 Cav Squadron; and E/3~47 Inf)
conducted aerial reconnaissance and eggle flights into AQ Hatchet north

of Highway OL 4. At 1530 hours elements of Comp E came undexr heavy SA,
AW and .50 caliber MG fire. Light fire teams (LFT) and artillery supported
until the VC broke contact at 1920 hours. Results of this engagenent
netted 22 ensmy KIA while friendly forces sustained 2 KHA. On 4 Apr 68
the 2nd Bde commenced RIF operaticns in Truc Gieng and Giong Thom Districts,
Kien Hoa Province. An assault craft, trensporting 3-47 Inf; received B~40
rockets, .50 Cal MG and AW fire from the south bank of the Song Ba Lai as
the boats proceeded toward pre-selected lending beaches. Infantrymen of
the 3-47 Inf assaulted the river benk under covering fire of naval assault
craft. The enemy, reluctant to yield to the infantry attack, stubbormly
held their position. The 3~47 Ini suffered moderate casualties during
the fierce battle, 17 KHA and 67 WHA; wounded were rescued by navy assault
craft while the remeinder of the company remained under heavy fire. The
4-47 Inf, several times during the aftermoon, came under heavy fire as
they esdvanced toward the enemy positions. Contact broke prior to darkmess.
C/7-1 Adir Cav, flying serigl recon, had numerous contects, sccounting for
16 VC XIA. On 5 Apr the operation continued with the 3=47 Inf gweeping
the battle area with no contact; however, 24 VC graves with flags were
uncovered. Throughout 6 and 7 Apr sporadic contacts were made with the
eneny g8 elements of the 2d Bde continued sweeping the area. Results of
the four day operation: 39 US KHA, 166 WEA with enemy losses at 85 KIA
and assorted eguipment captured. During operations on 12 Apr, elements

of the 2d Bde found and caused destruction of 366 enemy bunkers. On 15
Apr 68 the Mobile Riverine Base (MRB) received 57mm and 75um fire. The
USS Benewah received three hits, and the Tom Green received eight, both
vith minor demage., & specially configured LOM=-6 tanker was also hit,

set on fire, and eventually sank. The suspected ares of hostile fire was
searched with negative results. Another operation conducted by the 3-47
and 4=47 Inf on 17 Apr netted the battalions 78 enemy killed, On 20 Apr,
the 2d Bn VNMC joined in Operation TRUONG CONG DINH in coordination and
cooperation with 2d Bde. The 24 Bn VNMC, although shore based. conducted
riverine operations as a third battalion with the MRF., On 23 Apr the MiF
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conducted a three battalion riverine operation at the western end of Dinh
Tuong Province with 3=47 Inf on the west, 2d Bn VNMC in the center, and the
4=47 Inf in the east. The VAMC BEn came into contact with the enemy by mid-
worning, vic WS 9442. By noon elements of the VC were moving to the east -
towarde 4-47 Inf, E Co of which was moving towards the VNMC ocontact. The
tvo battalions remamined in light to moderate contact until dark. Contect
continued on 24 Apr with VC probing attacks during the night against A/
347 Inf and E/4-47 Inf night defensive positions. The VNMC En had light
contact during the morning hours. This two day operation resulted in 5 KHA
and 33 WHA (evac) against 59 VC KIA. During the quarter, Operation TRUONG
CONG DINH gpocounted for 492 VC KIA and 52 POW while US forces sustained 81
KHA, 450 WHA (422 evac) and 3 MuA. The 24 Bn VNMC lost 4 KHA and 22 WE4
(See Inclosure 13, 2d Bde ORLL and Ir~losure 23, Combat Operations After
Action Report, TRUONG CONG DINE - Phase 1.)

(d) Operation KITTYHAWK (14 Feb 67 to 15 Feb 68): Operation KITTY-
HAWK was contirued from the previous reporting period by the 3-S5 Cav Sqdn,
9th Inf Div until 15 Feb when the mission was assumed by the 11th ACR.

The purpose of this operation was to secure LOCs and selected installatione
within Long Khanh Province; conduct reconnaissance in force operations and
cordon and search of selected hamlets within the AO; secure Blackhorse base
ocamp and the Gia Ray rock quarry, and provide ready rescticn forces along
Highway QL 1. On 31 Jan, in reaction to the VC Tet Offensive, the 3=5 Cav
vas alerted to respond to enemy activity in the Long Binh, Bien Hoa area.
At 0512 hours A/3-5 Cav (~) departed FS/PB Apple, and while enroute to Bien
Hoa, the unit became heavily engaged with an unknown size VC force. The
Cav troop returned fire with orgainic weapons, bypassed several roadblocks,
broke through the enemy forces and continued west to the Bien Hoa airfield,
Upon reaching the airfield, heavy SA and AW fire was received from a nearby
woodline. Elements of A/3=5 Cav deployed and swept the area routing the
enemy from their positions., By nightfell A/3-5 Cav had accounted for 40
enemy killed, while sustaining three killed and 24 wounded. On 2 Feb the
enexy launched intense ground attacks against Xuan loc; the Long Khanh
provinciel capital. Elements of the 3-5 Cav were reacting to an enemy
attack at the west side of the city when they became heavily engaged by

SA and AW fire. Fire was returned by organic weapons, and LFT's supported
the attack. The enemy was driven out of the positions lesving 36 bodies
behind. US losses were one killed and three wounded, On 3 Feb at 0233
hours, C/3-5 Cav killed 13 more VC during an enemy attack at the north-
west gate of Xuan Loc. US losses were sev=n wounded. Over this two day
period, the combined ARVN and US effort accounted for over 125 enemy killed.
Only minor contacts occurred frow 5 = 12 Feb when the KITTYHAWK mission was
assumed by the 11th ACR. The 3~5 Cav (=D trp) was directed by Hg USARV to
deploy to Da Nang, I CTZ, RVN and became OPCON to the 1st Cav Div (AM).
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On 15 Feb Operation KITTYHAWK terminated. Results of the operation were
201 VC/NVA KIA, 7 YOW, 1 Boi Chanh, 5 C/S weapons; 34 SA and 605 tons of
ricen) US losses wers 62 KHA, and 224 WHA. (See Inclosure 15, 3=5 Cav
ORLL,

(e) Operaticn HOFTAC (1 Jun 67 = 7 Feb 68): During the period 1
Fev to T Feb, Operstaon BOPTAC was continued in Dinh Tuong Province. The
parpose of this opyeration was the defense of the Dong Tem base. One
hattaiion, 4-47 Inf, of the 24 Bde was employed under the OFCOK of TF
Funston for the aciuual conduct of this missions During the period 1 = 7
Feb, elements of this battalion conducted extensive patrolling, ambushes and
strike operations against VC forces in the area adjacent to the Dong Tam
base complex. In most cases contact with the VC was characterized by
light fire rights and sniper fire. The battalion provided lend and water-
borne security for engineer dredging equipment and maintained a ready
reaction force to assist local GVN units and installations if needed.
On 1 Feb, due to incressed enemy activity in the 9th Inf Div TACI end IV
Corps areas, the Division Forward CP moved to Dong Tam to control strike
operations against known enemy locations. Just prior to the Div Fwd
elements moving to the base; early the same morning, a heavy enemy mortar
and recoilless rifle (RR) attack was launched against the base. Over
& period of approximetely three hours; the enemy fired more then 170 82mm
mortar and 75mm RR rounds into the base resulting in ninor damege to build-
ings and 11 US wounded. During the attack iight fire teams (LFI) and counter-
mortar fire were directed sgainst suspected enemy positions with unknown
results. In the eerly morning hcurs of 3, 4, 5 and 7 Feb, the enemy continued
te attack the hase with mortars, RR and RPG fire. The heaviest attack came
on 7 Feb with an estimated 200 rounis fired at the base. Damage to the
base was agein light; tut two US were killed and five wocunded. Artillery,
LFT's and countermortar were enployed ageinst suspected enemy positions
with unk.own results. On 7 Feb elements of the $-60 Inf (M) and 2-39 Inf
conducted sirmobile mssaults and RIF operstions eight km east of Dong Tam
neer the city of My The. At 1505 hours B and C/9-60 Inf (M) came into
heavy contact with an estimated twe VC companies, S5Six airstrikes were
geliveread, and artillery supported througiiout the contact until 1700
nours wher the VC broke conftact. Elewents of the 5-60 Inf (M) sustained
five KHA and 19 WHA with enemy lcsses totaling 23 KIA. A - 1220 hours, just
scuth of the 5-60 Inf (M) contact, B and C/2-39 Inf came in heavy contact
with an unknown size enemy force and returred fire with oxganic weapons
with artillery and LFT’s supporting. The fighting continued throughout
the afternoon until the VC broke contact at 1700 hours. Elements of 2=39
Inf sustained 3 KHA and 16 WHA with enemy losses totaling 54 KIA (25 by
artillery). At 2400 hours 7 Feb Operation POPTAC terminated. Cperation
HOPLAC lasted for c¢re<half year and resilted in numercus succe 3sful
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pacificetion and revolutionery development activities within the AQ0, Clcse
coordination and cooperstion was achieved with local GVN forces in the area,
and adjacent to Dong Tam base many arees were neutralized by US/GVN forces.
Numerous roadrunner aend convoy escort missions resulted in a smooth flow of
military and civilien traific over the principle routes in the area.
Cumulative results for Operation HOPTAC were: VC: 296 KIA, 11 FCW, 3 Hoi
Chanh. US: 37 KHA, 364 WEA (225 evac).

(£f) Cperation HOFTAC I (8 Feb = 30 Apr 68): Operation HOFTAC I was
initiated on B Feb with no basic change in the primary mission of deferd-
ing Dong Tem Base Complex. In the initiel stage, TF Funston (with 4-47
Inf), 2-33 Inf, and 5-60 Inf (M)(~) were OPCON to 9th Inf Div, and opera-
tions were controlled by Div Fwd at Dong Tam. Additional missions for
TF Funston were to conduct limited strike operations in cooxrdination and
cooperation with ARVN/GVN authorities, destroy VC guerilla forces within
the Dong Tam TAOR, conduct rosdrunner operations, and secure Highway L 4.
On 8 Feb 4=47 Inf continued security of dredge, draglines, shoreline, and
ogerations in the AO while 2-35 Inf end 5-60 Inf (M) continued operations
eight kilometers sast of Dong Tam neer the cit; of My Tho. At 1215 hours,
Recon Flatcon, 5-60 Inf (}) was dispatched to check a report of two VC
cotpanies near the village of Long My along the Ben Chua Canal. As the
recon platoon a,proached the village; they received a heavy volume of fire
from the canel line. Companies B and C/5-60 Inf (M) moved to the area of
cortact and becsme encaged receiving SA and AW fire from the enemy who
occupied heavily fortified positions. Friendly elements returned the
fire with organic weapons, snd LFT's supported the oction. 2=3%9 Inf
corducted an airmobile essault into the area just nocth of 5=60 Inf (M)
contact and swept south in the directicn of the Ben Chue Canal. TUpon
ayyroaching the c:rnal, 2-39 Inf came in contsct with the enemy; heavy fight-
irg lasted throughout the sfternoon with frierdly forces being supported
by asirstrives, artiilery, and & CS drop. The enemy broke contact at 1945
hours, Friendly losses were 4 VHA and 28 VHA (22 evac) while the enemy
sustained Y1 KIA. Intelligence obtained from 3 VC Ilw's captured the nert
dey by 1-11 ARVN Regt revealed that frierdly forces hui ergasged elements
of the 265 VC Bn. Cn 10 Feb the 1st Bde Egs was airlifted from bearcat to
Dony Tam. Elements of 2-39 Inf and 9-60 Inf (M) became 0iCCN to 1st Bde
with the missions of opening Highwey «L 4 from My Tho to Cai Lay, conducting
recon in force operations within the AQ, snd providing security for engineer
work parties. During the period 10 ~ 24 Feb operations were characterized
by numercue escort missicnse, rosd clearing and roadrunner operations.
Operations along Highway QL 4 consisted of extensive dey and night ambush
patroiling, RIF operations, and cordor and search cperations in the
populated areas of Gui Thanh, Ap Dong, Ap Thuan, and Dong Hos. Enem)
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sontact during this period was light with friendly forces engaging only
platoon bize elements. At 0145 houre on 25 Feb, FS/PB Jager; located 14
kilometers east of Cail Lay elong Highway QL 4, came under a heavy enemy
attack by the 263d MF Bn. Elements maintaining the FS/PB were B and C/
5«60 Inf (M)(-), one platoon A/2-39 Inf, one platoon B/15 Engr and Btry
B/1=84 Arty. In the initial stage of the attack, the VC fired a substan-
tial number of RPG-2 and RI'G-7 rounds along with SA; AW, and mortar fire.
A heavy ground asssult followed with enemy forces attacking from the south-
west and northwest using bangelore torpedoe: and turtle mines. sirtillery,
LFT's, and airstrikes supported friendly elements. During the fierce
attack the VC partially penetrated the perimeter where the artiliery
battery was located; but a heavy volume of friendly fire plus reinforcing
elements .of A end C/2=39 Inf and Recon Platoon $-60 Inf (M) caused the VC
to withdraw and break contact. Friendiy losses during this engagement
were 20 KHA, 68 WHA, 9 APC’s destroyed and two 155mm howitzers damaged.
Enemy losses were 105 killed and 37 weapons captured. On 5 Mar, 3=47

Inf replaced 4-47 Inf under operational control of TF Funston and continued
the HOPTAC I mission. 4-47 Inf joined the 2d Bde and 7th Inf Div (ARVN)
in Operation TRUONG CONG DINH. On 4 Apr 68, 3~47 Inf returmed to the 24
Bde, and the 3=60 Inf became OFCON to Task Force Funston. During the
renginder of this reporting period, TF Funston continued the missjion of
defending the Dong Tam base with only sporadic contact being established
with small enemy elements. Althiough the enemy continued their tactics

of haressing mortar attacks on Dong Tam; the base continued to be
developed to receive gdditional 9th Inf Div 'inits; many new structures
and facilities to include base defense measures were completed. Counter-
nortar; quick reacting artillery end LFT’s reduced the enemy capability

to fire into the base complex for ex.ended periods. Operation HOPTAC I
t-rminated on 30 Apr 68, Resulta of this operation were: 345 VC KIA,

% ¥Ows, and 1 Hoi Chanh; 51 US KHA end 402 WHA (388 evac).

{g) Operation ENTERPRISE (13 Feb 67 - 10 Mar 68): The 3d Bde, 9th
Inf Div continued Operation ENTERFRISE in coordination with the 25th Inf
D:v (ARVN) and RF/FF forces in Long An Province. This operation was
initiated to destroy VC/NVA forces, supporting units and installations;
¥C infrastructure; and bring under control that portion of the population
dominuted by the VC while extending GVN control through support of
revolutionary development. In response to the Tet Offenaive, the 560 Inf
(M) becane OPCON to TF Ware on 31 Jan for operations in Gia Dinh Province.
Diring the periocd 1=5 Feb, elements engaged in heavy fighting southwest of
Seigun, and in this action the bettaiion killed 128 VC while losing 7 US
KHA. On 1 Feb increased enemy activity occurred nesr the city of Ben Tre
in Kien Hoa Province; and elements of the 3d Bde were inserted into the
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area to capture and destruy VC elements which had been attacking the city.
B/3-39 Inf with OPCON B/2-60 Inf airmobiled into the center of the oity
edjacent to the MACV Compound snd set up defensive positions to protect
that compound and the provincial canitol during the night, On the

morning of 2 Feb, these units swept through the oity toward the eastern
edge of Ben Tre to clear the city of VC. Sporadic fire was received during
the movement to the east, and at 1145H an estimated VC company was engaged.
The 3-39 Inf crossed the north-south river with B/2-60 Inf sweeping north
of the road and B/3-39 Inf sweeping south. As the elements crossed the
river at 1355H, they came under heavy attack from SA, MGs, AW, and mortars,
Fire was returned by organic weapons, artillery and LFTe, After maintaining
contact througnout the afterncon, the battalion withdrew to a position in
the southeast portion of the city to regroup, consolidate, and establish a
defensive perimeter. The 2-39 Inf OPCON to 3d Bde conducted airmobile
assaults into an LZ three km east of Ben Tre and conducted an RIF operation
sweering west toward the city, where at 1839H they became heavily engaged
by an estimated VC battalion with SA, AW, B40 rockets, and morters. Fire
was returned with organic weapons, and LFTs, artillery and airsirikes
supported the battalion. The 2-39 Inf continued moving south ana to the
wept and closed with 3-39 Inf at 2100F. The following morming, 3 Feb,

all elements conducted an RIF misgion throughout the Ben Tre area. This
action continued through 4 Feb, On 5 Feb 3-39 Inf returned from Ben Tre
closing Rach Kien at 1048B, and B/2-60 Inf and 2-39 Inf were releesad to
their parent units., LFTB and airstrikes accounted for 15 VC KIA; 5 weapons
were captured, and a smell amount of equipment and supplies were captured.
At 0255H on 10 Feb; the 3d Bde located at Tan An csme under attack. The
VC made a simultaneous attack on the Bde HQ and Ten An South using 82mm
rortar, B 40 rockets, M 79 rounds, RR fire, AW; and SA fire. Fire was
returned using organic weapons, and a LFT supported the Bde. Fighting
continued until 0550H at which time the VC broke contact. The VC lost 33
KIA; 9 SA, 1 Rugsian MG, 4 RPG-7 rocket launchers, and 6 mines. US
casualties were 4 KHA and 53 WHA. On 2 Mar elements of 2=3 Inf and 4-39
Inf began "Ajuabush" operations along the numerous canales south of

Saigon. The aquabush partols were established to deny enemy use of the
vaterways in the Binh Chann and Nha Be Districts; and during their first
three nights of operation (2-4 Mar), thess patrols achieved the following
results: 8 VC KIA; 24 AK 47s; 1 cabine;, 1 pistol; 1 82mm mortar complete
with 1 extra bipod; 15 Chicom claymores, 13 boxes of AK 47 ammunition, 16
cartridge belts captured; and 5 sampans destroyed, Operation ENTERPRISE
terminated on 10 Mar after 13 monthas. Throughout the period; Operation
ENTERPRISE resulced in tremendous strides in the pacification program in
Long An Province. However; during the VC Tet Offensive, there was a
significant decrease in pacification activities as continuous combat

Page 28

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVIE-MH 12 May 68
SUBJECT: Operational Heport of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

b R W R LDRIB D Gt

operations dealt the enemy severe losses in personnel and equipment., Many
civic action projects were compl~ted, and the revolutionary development
Programn wes raised to & high level. (See Inclosure 14, 3d Bde ORLL, and
Inclosure 24, Combat Operations After Action Report, ENTERFRISE)

(h) Operation (UYKT THAN (11 Mar 68 - 7 Apr 68): This operation was
conducted in close ocordination and cooperation with the Capital Military
District (CMD), Sth Ranger Group, 25th Inf Div (ARVN), and province and
district chiefs. The purpose of the operation was to conduct consolidation
operations to destroy the enemy, his infrastructure, installations, supply
caches, LOCs and conduct vacificetion and revolutionary development through-
out Long An Province and specified areas of Gia Dinh Province, Task
organizetion for the conduct of this operation ‘consisted of the 3d Bde
with 3-39 Inf, 4=39 Inf, A/2-60 Inf, C/5-60 Inf (M), and 2-3 Inf (199 LIB)
QFCON to 3d Bde. In the initial stage of the operation; elements of the
3-39 Inf conducted airmobile @ssaults and reconnaissance in force operations
within the AO. Elements of 4-39 Inf and 2-3 Inf continued extensive day and
night operations along the many canals in Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts
of Gia Dinh Province to deny the eneny use of the waterways as infiltration
routes in end out of the Saigon area. There were mo signif{izant contacts
with the enemy; however, by condicting extensive airmobile a3raulte &nd
footmobile patrols and ambtushes, small enemy elements were engaged with
significant results. In a period of only two weeks; the enemy sustained
over 120 killed, and u large amount of equipment waes captured. On 7 Apr
the 2-~3 Inf conducted waterborne and airmobile assaults and RIF operetions
destroying 46 enemy bunkers, The operation was successful in preventing
the enemy from moving personnel, equipment and supplies nesr the Saigon
area. Additionally the operations conducted kept the enemy off balance
and prevented him from grouping his forces for a coordinated attack
against the cepitel city from the south. On 8 Apr Operation WUYET THANG
terminated. (See Inclosure 14, 3d Brigsde NRLL, and Inclosure 25, Combat
Operations After Action Report, GQUYET THANG.)

(i) Operaiion RILEY (3 Jul 67 = 7 Apr 68): Operation RILEY continued
from the last reporting veriod. The purpose of this operation was to
elfect internal defense and revolutionary development activity in
support of Bien Hoa Frovince., Major objectives were to provide security
for Camp Martin Cox (Bearcat) base camp; provide ready reaction fcrces
for RF/PF outposts and conduct strike operations against VC main forces
in the AO, Operation RILEY was controlled by the 1st Bde during the
period 1 Feb through 10 Feb, at which time the 18t Bde HQ moved to Dong
Taw. The RKILEY mission was then assumed by TF Forsyth. On 31 Jan in
respcnse to the VC Tet Offensive; elements of “he 2-~47 Inf (M) and 4-39
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Inf wved to Long Binh post for perimeter security. At 1005 C/4-39 Inf
conducted x motor march to a 1 csetion easst of Highway QL 15 and approximately
five km north of Long Binh perimeter where the company established s
blocking positioz. At 0930H A/2-47 Inf (M) and the 4.2" moriar section
moved Vo Hoi Nei Village two km norsth of Long Binh;, and working closely
with one company 2~3 Inf, thay mnde contact with an estimated VC battalion.
These two companies received small arms, sutomatic weapons ard RPG fire
and returned fire with orgunic weapons while LFTe and artillery supported.
Heavy contact continued throughcut the day until the VC broke contact

at 1800B vithdraving to the north. At O70V0E C/2-47 Inf (M) moved to
vicinity of III Corps HQ and established contact and received RPG fire.
Fire was returned with small arms, automatic weapcne and LAW. At 1100H
B/4-39 Inf conducted an sirmobile essault in an LZ near Widow's Village
(locatsd northwest of II FFORCEV BQ) and became OPCON to 2-47 Inf (M).
The Scout Plat 2=47 Inf (M) became OFCON to B/4-39 Inf, and jointly, they
made contact with g&n eetimated VC battalion in the village. Conducting

a Jjoint mech/infantry house to liouse sweep, they maintainad heavy contact
until i1700H at wvhich time the dug-in YC withdrew, During these multiple
contacte the enemy svstained a severe loss in perscnnel and equipment.
Final results of this engagement were: TUS losses——4 KHA, 23 WHA; Enemy
losses~-213 KIA, 32 PW, 25 WIA, 10 IMG, 19 AK 47, 4 carbines, end 3

2950 cal MG captrred. Operatione continued the next day in the Long Binh
area snd additicnal items of equipment were captured which included 8

AK 47, 3 IMG, 9 9mm pistols, 9 rifles, ' 62mm mortars and 1 .50 cal MG
mounted on wheels. On 10 Feb elements of 1st Bie were released {rom the
RILEY mission and moved to the Dong Tam area for future operations. TF
Forsyth continued the RILEY mission with 2-47 Inf (M). During the
rempinder of this reporting period, 2-47 Inf (M) conducted extensive local
day and aight patrolling, provided security for 46th and 15th Engr work
perties; conducted roadrunner petrols and established ambush patrols.

On 4 Apr TF 123, consisting of three companies of the RTAVR, conducted
airmobile gesaults and reconnaissance ir coordinaticn with 18th Inf Div
{ARVE) and 1-11 ACR. Ko contacte with the enemy were made during the
operation. On 7 Apr Operation RILsY termineted. Operation RILEY accounted
for 472 VC KIA, 41 POW and 2 Hoi Chanh, 72 C/S weapons and 152 SA.

US losses were 64 KHA and 319 WHA (226 evec). (See Inclosure 12, 1st Bde
ORLL and Inclosure 20, Combat Operations After Action Report, RILEY)

{3) Operation NARASUAN (20 Oct 67 = 7 Apr 68): Operation NARASUAN
wag continued from the last reporting period by the RTAVR., The purpcse
of this operation was to conduct combat operations, PSYOP and revolution-
sry development support in the Nhon Trach District to reduce VC/NVA
influence and to enhance the long range pacification effoert in Bien Heoa
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Province. During this veporting period the RTAVR supported the RVN Revo-
lutionary Development (RD) Program through oivic action projects and mil-
itery operations that contributed to village and hamlet security. Numercus
lucal combat and smbush patrols, waterborme patrols; and resonnaissance in
force operstions in the Nhon Trach District, in eddition to the roadrunner
and clearing operations along Highway QL 15 in long Thanh District; con~
tributed significantly to the overall pacification effort, The RTAVR ocon~
ducted these operutions in coordination snd cooperation with elements of
the 18th Inf Div (ARVN}, Throughout most of this period, enemy contact
vas limited to infrequent squad/platoon size encounters. On occasion the
RTAVR made contact with company size enemy forces, but the VC elecied to
withdrav lommediately or no?t become heuvily engaged. Waterborne operations
using airboats along small cansls blocked the mcst probable southurn VC
I0C from west of Bearcat into Thu Duo District and successfully reduced
the amount of supplies and equipment moving through the area. Operation
NARASUAN terminated on 7 Apr 68, VC losses during the operation were 158
KIA, 5 POW, 30 C/S weapons and 106 SA. Friendly losses were: RTAVR: 28
KHA and 99 WBA (75 evac): US losses: 9 WEA (evac).

(k) Operation DUQNG CUA DAN (PEOPLE’S ROAD) (17 Mar 68 to date): On
17 Mar 68 the 9th Inf Div initieted Operation DUONG CUA DAN in cooperatien
and coordination with the 7th Inf Div (ARVN). The mission is to conduct
operations in Dinh Tuong Province to prevent VC interdiotion of Highway QL
4, to provide security to allied military and civilian traffic; and to up-
grade the surface and make repairs from Cai ~ to the junction of High-
vays QL 4 and LTL 6A. The opsration emphas . coordination with all lev-
els of Vietnamese military and <ivil governmentsl organizations within the
AC., Present planning calls for the local RF/FF elements to assume the
highway securiiy mission on or about 1 Jul 68. Tc date the operation has
been significant in the increased participation by RF/PF units in inte~
grated ambush patrole and the commitment of compsny sized units to day-
light operations, Maximum utilization hes been made of surveillance de-
vicee such ag starilght ssopes; seismic intrusion devices, radar, @ésarch-
lights, infrared squipment, scout dogs. tracker dog teams; and night
observation devices. Extensive sweeping operations were employed by those
forces not conducting night sctivities. Elements of the 15th Engr and 86th
Engr Ens msds extensive repairs and upgraded the highway in coordination
with ARVN engineers, as well ae; performing de:ly mine clearing operations
and bridge repairs. On 2 Apr 68 C/2-39 Iaf inserted in vic XS 310522 and
conducted recon in forze operations to the east. IFT's from the 128th AEC
spotted & VC force in the open at 1207B in the vicinity of XS 318519 and
engaged them, C Company followed up with en assault, and at 1418H A/2-39
Inf inserted to reinfcrce vic XS 330523, Results were 12 VC KIA (BC) and

Page 31




CONFIDENTIAL %
AVDE-FH 12 May 68
SUBJECT: Operstional Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending

30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1) (D)

94 detainees. On 8 Apr 68 C/2-60 Inf located a large weapuns' cache. 4t y
0955H B/2-60 Inf vic XS 365545 found a US carbine, 34 cratering charges, .
and one case of blasting caps. At 1000H C/2-60 Inf found 1 120ms wortar
with bipod end no baseplate, 60 57mm RR rounds, 40 RPG rounds, 50 gre-
nades, 14 7.62 SA rounds, 1 82mm mortar round, 600 pounds of TKT, 50
bangelore torpedoces, 28 fuse devices, and 72 mines. At 17308 vioc X8
320433 C/2-39 Inf found 1 .38 cal pistol, 7 S7mm RR rounda, and 24 pounds
of C4 explosives. On 11 Apr 68 A/2-39 Inf &t 0815H vic XS 310510 policed
up 20 detainees from & largs group of people. By 0930H A, B, and E/2-39
Inf had detained some 90 detainees in the same general area. At 1417TH Co
A/2-39 Inf wvas airlifted in response to a call for assistance from a CIDG
company vio X8 196557. The CIDG unit had been smbushed, resulting in one
KHA and two WHA. C/2-39 Inf assaulted into an LZ vic XS 200546 at 1420H
in support of the CIDG. Companies B and C reinforced later in the day
around 1600H after A/2-39 Inf received AW fire in the vicinity of XS
200546. Sweeping through the area with the CIDG unit on the right flank,
the units came under heavy SA, AW and 82um mortar fire. Company B engaged
18 to 20 VC in khaki shirts and trousers and some dregsed in short blsck
or grey trousers, none vwearing hata. The 2=39th Inf reported 19 VC KIA
(BC), and supporting gunships had 4 VC KBA. On 29 Apr 68, A and B/2-60
Inf established heavy contact with an estimated VC Bn vie X§ 233573,
Artillery, TAC Air, 1FTs, Spcoky, and a CS drop were emplcyed in gupport.
Results of the action were 6 US KHA and 6 US WHA (evac). VU losses were
4 KIA (BC). Contact vam broken at 2345E. Ths following day A/2-39 Inf
and B/2-39 Inf conducted recon in force operations in the vicinity of the
previous day's contacts by 2-60 Inf. At 1300E C Company discovered a
weapona' cache vic XS 265568 containing 23 AK-47's; 1 60mm mortar, 36
empty AK-47 magazines, 90 60mm wortar rounds, 3 five pound cans of grease,
6 25 pound CHICOM claymore mines, and 21 electrical blasting caps. A
Company lcoated 8 cache at 1325H vio XS 269568, The cache contained 1
ocal .30 Browning MG, 1 RPG launcher, 200 bangelore torpedoes, 10 SK ri-
£les, 500 feet of electrival cord, 3 cans of fuse, 39 RPG-7 charges, 25
RPG-7 rounds;, 55 fragmentation grenades, and 13 concussion grenades.

Also, A and B/2-60 Inf returned to-the area of oontact and recovered 13
VC KIA (EC), 5 AK-47's, 1 magezine with an unkmown emount of ammo, an AK-
47 cleaning kit, 1 CHICOM grenade, and 10 pounds of medical supplies.
Materially contributing to the success of the operation to date haam been
the villingness of the local population to come forward and volunteer in-
formation on the enemy compared to past experience in tha same area. 4
deliberiiie campaign has been directed towards instilling in the local
population the importance of keeping the road open and its relstion to the
economy of the Delta area. In many cases the people have assisted in ac-
tual repaire showing their growing concern over the impaot on their
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general well being and prosperity. Of note in this vein were the dangers
risked by an elderly couple living in close proximity to the highway. A
9th Inf Div couwpany was engaged in a fierce firefight cevaral hundred
yerds from their home. An infantrymen was bedly wounded yet managed to
nake it tc their home. The couple took him in end hid niwm; resiszting nim
a8 vell ag they could and risking their lives by doing so. iater sltear
the battle was over and an ealement was searching the wisivity; thay cpen-
ly approached the element commander and led him to their nouss whaers the
man was hid.

(1) Operation TOAN THANG (8 Apr 68 to date): The 9th Int Dav
participates in this operation which includes ail US/FWMAF/GVii units in
the ares surrcunding Saigon as a follow up to Operation QUYRT THANC. 2%ha
opsration is simed at the location and destruction of VC/R7A elements c¢f
the 5th VC Div and VC Sub-Regions 2, 3, &nd 4 in the division TAGI and
also the interdiction of VC/NVA LOC into the Saigon area, Tha Roya! Thui
Aray Volunteer Regiment (RTAVR) and Tesk PForce Forsyth with the 2-47 Inf
(M) snd the 6-31 Inf conducted cpsrations in coordination and cooperstior
vith the 18th Inf Div (ARVN) in Nhon Trach snd long Thank: Districts, Bimn
Hoa Province and werstern Xuan loc District, Long Khanh Province. The
3d Bde with the 4-=39 Inf and 2-3 Inf (199tn 7IB) in the ths Be and Bin'.
Chanh Districts, Gia Dinh Province and with tre 3=35 Inl wnd 5-60 Irz (M)
in long An Priyvince conducted operations in coordination erd cooperstion
with the 25%h Inf Div (ARVN) and otber ARVN; Ranger, and Mazine slements.
All 9th Inf Div aiements worked closcly with local BF/FP unita and thx
national poliss, Significant tactical techniques smployed, espatially by
the %4 Bde forces, hare Leen the extensive use of artillery radaxs
(AH/TPS=25) to detect large scale anemy uovemenis tv identify snemy LO3,
and the "Aguabush” or night smbush patrols on weier LOC leading into
Saigon, Tlrcocughout most of this operatior; eneny cantsct has beep limit-

. ed to squad or platoon aize encounters. From & - 20 Aypr there wers 1
significant ocontacts established hLy elements of the Yyth Inf Div partici-
pating in this operation: only sporaéic and light contaot wes establisbsd
resulting in 5 ©S KHA, 28 WHA arnd 7% VC/NVA XiA., Or 22 Apr 9/3=5 Cav,
the Air Cav Tronp; ¢Mnduoted gerisl rezon and ai:sobile gesaulve n north-
erri Tan Tru Dictinct, vie XS 604703, DI Troop inas~ted 4te Aero Rifle
Platocn (ARP) ‘n the afteraocn which bacprme immediately heavily engaged
vwith an estimated enemy battalion and susteined heevy casuaities. LFI's
and fighters supporting the contact received heavy AW fire rwsulting in
damgge to several helicopters. A tactical emergency was deciared at
1830E, Elements of the 5-60 Inf (k) .10ted Ly APC to aupport the contact;
while elements of 2«3 Inf, 3=39 Inf, and 4-3%9 Inf conducted night air-
mobile insertions into the area, All units were engaged in heavy contact,
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In the esrly morning hours of 23 Apr; the ARP was extracted under a
hsavy smoke screen cresated by artillery. The squad establishing initial
contaot suffered 100% killed (6 KHA) after it had advanced to within 30
meters of the enemy bunkers before receiving fire. D/3=5 Cav was cred-
ited with 35 enemy KIA, The enemy dead were found wearing blus uniforms
and gteel helmets indicating HVA troops. On 24 Apr TF Tower with the
2=47 Inf (®) amd £-31 Iuf in coordination with the tset ATF conducted a
spoiling atiack ained st a reported NVA artillery battalion in the Hot
Pioh area or Bien na and long Kharh Provinces. This operation continued
with negligible contact until 26 Apr. On 27 Apr the 6=31 Inf became OPCON
to tha 353 Bde to &5t a» & cobile reaction force in southern Gis Dinh and
sortheru Loug An Provincee. On 30 Apr 3«11 ACR and B/7-1 Air Cav became
OFCCH to 34 Xde to izorease the proteotion of the southern flank of
Saigon in Gia Dinh and long An Provinces in anticipetion of renewed VC/
KV2 attacks, The measure of sucoess of Cperation TOAN THARG is that up
to the end of the quarter, the enemy had not been able to renew his of~
fensive attacks against Ssigon despite rumors and intelligence reports
that such attacks had been planned. Results for 9th Inf Div units for
the qQuarter were: 183 VC/NVA KIA, 4 POW, 11 C/5 weapons and 42 SA cap~
tured; 25 US KEA, 97 US WHA (49 evac), 1 MEA and RTAVR 1 WEA, (See In-
closure 12, 3d Bde ORLL.)

(7) Combat Support Activities.

ra

(a) Artillery Support.

J Several firing batteries and buttalicne of artillery with the 9th
Inf Div were reguired to operate both in the rugged jungle terrain of the
Blen Hos Province and in the rice-puddies of the Mekong Delta. Timely
ana contimwous fire support was provided to divisional elements, Army of
ths Republic of Vietnam units, and Regional Force/Popular Force Outposts.
Twelve firing batteries from II Field Forces Vietnam Artillery were used
at various timss throughout the quarter to supplement the fires of 9th
Div Arty units, prisarily because of the large Tactical Areas of Responsi=-
Pility of this divisicn.

2 Artillery with 9th Inf Div fired a total of 313,660 105 rounds,
87,402 155 rounds, end 8,953 8 inch rounds during this quarter in support
of division operaticns. These figures do not reflect support from adje-
oent firing elements as figures wers not obtainable for thoss fires. A
chart reflecting a breakdown of rounds fired by artillery with the divi-
sion is attached as Inclosure 6, Reference also 9th Inf Div Artillery
Operation Report-lessons Lsarmed for the period 1 Feb = 30 Apr 68 which
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is being forwarded under separate cover.

(b) Helicopter Gunship Support. The Yth Aviation Battalion gunships
flew 2,929 sorties., Missions included escort for VIP flights, aerial .
displacement 4f artillery by cargo helicopters, medical evacuations, riv-
ar and road convoys, countermortar/rocket standby and suppressive fire
support for units in contact. These light fire teams (LFT's) accounted
for 33 VC KBA (B'); destroyed 182 structures and damaged 74 cthers;
destrcyed 163 sampans and demaged 58 others, D/3-5 Cav, under operation-
al contril of the ist Bde, supported long range patrol (LRP) insertions/
extractions and provided nightly counter-mortar/rocket standby at Tan An
and Dong Tam base camps. C/7-18t Air Cav provided support principally
for 13t and 24 Bde operations in Dinh Tuong Province throughout much of
the quarter.

(2} Tactical Air Support.

21 Normal air support vas received from fighter aircraft. The Combat
Sky Spot was proven very effective against ‘enemy bese camps. The sky spot
iz & radar controlie¢. fighter and these missions ave flown during the
hours of darkness,

2 A summary of tactical eir support for the quarter is given in In-
closure T

(d) Strategic Air Support.

Jd This air suppor? duing the quarter consisted of two strikes. Om
271900H Feb 68 aission was flcwn resulting in 3 AK 47s; 1 five pound
bag of ricey ¢ pound of medical supplies, 1 NVA uniform, 1 OD uniform,
300 piasters, nnd 1 song bcok captured. The second mission was flown on
2941300H Feb 68 gand 25 hunkers destroyed.

2 Stirategic Air Suppert was limited due to the higher priorities in
I and 1I CTZ areas during thise period,

(e) Naval FireSupport. There has been ro Naval fire support render-
ed except that giver. to the 2d Bde as part of the Mobile Riverine Force,

(£) Chemical Support.

\

1 EG63 Personnel Detector: This quarter the Division Chemical Sec-
tion flew a total of 38 hours covering 23 missions using the E63 Manpack
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Perzomnel Detector (People Sniffer). This represents a decreass of
approximately 55% from the previous quarter. The primary resson for this
decrease has been the non-availability of aircraft to the seotion. He-
tults were reported to the G2 for inclusion in their compilation of in-
telligence indications.

2 Riot Control Agents: DBulk CS was dropped from CH-47's contamina-
ting VC base camps; lines of communication and infiltration routes. Over
26,500 pounds of btulk CS were dropped (325 drums). This represents a 40%
decrease in the amount of CS used this querter from last quarter., A
total of 54 E158's were employed this quarter, This i8 an incresse of
22% over lest quarter., Last quarter there wers 41 E158's employed, There
would have been an even greater use of the E158 except for the non-evail-
ability of the munition. Since this is an experimental item, the pro-
duction rate has been low.

3 Defoliation: There were no defoliation missions flown by the 9th

Inf Div Chemical Section this quarter; however, 7th Air Force has been
carrying on defoliation missions in the Rung Sat.

f. (U) Training.

(1) During the reporting period, division training consisted of the
following:

(a) Replacement Training.

(v) NCO Leadership Training.

(¢) Battalion Refresher Training.

(2) Replacement Training consists of five and one half days of in-
teneive orientation designed to prepare the individual for combat in
Vietnan. The Reliable Academy, & provisional organization formed by the

9th Inf Div, conducted all weplacement training. The following table
shows the number of personnel trained during the revort period:

Month ofg o

Feb 7% 1218

Mar 70 1807
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Apr T0 1103
6=318t Irf 54 7127

(3) In addition to receiving the normal replacement training. com-
peny grade officers and non=commissioned officers received an additional
three day orientation keyed specifically to the situastion in Vietnam.
The latest equipment in use in Vietnar is demonstrated wher practical,
and the capabilitiea and limitations of support elements are discussed.
Two hundred forty-seven officers and 637 KCO's attended this course.

(4) The 14 day BCO Leadership Course is designed to raise the pro-
ficiency level of small unit leaders within the division by presenting
instruction in the principles of leadership and instruction and practical
exercises 1n the skills required of junior leaders., TLe course is eimed
at the specialist and junior NCO who have not had the benefit of priox
formal lesdership training and who will probably be required to assume a
leadership positicn during combat, During the psst three months, 660
perasonnel have completed the NCO Leadership Course,

(5) Battalion refregher training is conducted by the maneuver
battalion cn a schedule of one day training per company per week. This
flexible scheduling ellows timely instruction and also permits each
waneuvear battalion to complete its refresher training each month.

(6) The 9th Inf Div continued during this reporting period to
quelify personnel in specifin MOS’s by sending them to courses being
conducted for this purpose by sup.ort units,

€. (C) Logistize. During the quarterly period ending 30 Apr 68,
logistical activities continued in support of the 9th Inf Div and its
operations, There wera several significant problems in providing re=
supply of all classes of supplies during the irnitial phase of the VC Tet
Offensive, During his phase of the Tet Offensive, all classes of supply
furnished to 9th Inf D:v base camps at Camp Martin Cox; Tan An, and Dong
Ten were reduced because of intense combat operations in the Saigon area,
where the 506th General Depot is located, and the interdiction of main
supply routes that lead to 9th Inf base camps. To alleviate tne short-
ages of Class I, JI, & IV, the Sth Inf Div provided its own logistical
convoys with tactica. security to make scheduled pick-ups at the S06th
General Depot and deliver these supplies to Camp Martin Cox, Tan An, and
Dong Tam, During the period 31 Jan 68 - 10 Feb 68, perishabies normally
received from Saigon were not available, Meal Combat Individual Rations
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were airlifted from Camp Martin Cox to Tan An and shipped by barge from -
Vung Tau to French Fort vic XS 895615, During this period the lack of !
fuel created a significant problem et Tan An. This resulted from feilure H
of the contracted commercial carriera to deliver fuel to Tan An during
the Tet Offensive. The 9th Inf Div filled its fuel supply at Tan An in
advance of Tet and positioned two JP4 5000 gallon tankers; one MOGAS
5,000 gallon tanker, and one diesel 5,000 gallon tanker at Tan An with
the idea to £ill at Nha Be or Tan Son Nut during the Tet period. In
addition to the fuel tankers, two 10,000 gsllon bladders were placed on
the ground at Tan An to increase the storage capacity of MOGAS and diesel
fuel, The 9th Supply and Transportation Battalion closely monitored
issues and on hand amounts and was in & position Vo adequately resupply
Tan An utilizing orgenic transportation.

(1) Operations RILEY, TOAN THANG, and NARASUAN were supported from
Camp Martin Cox by surface line of communication (LOC) and emergency by
air,

(2) Operution KITTYHAWK continued to be supported from Blackhorse
Base Camp.

(3) Operation ENTERPRISE and QUYET THANG continued to be supported
from Tan An, Elements of the 3-39 Inf and one battery (=) of the 1-84
Arty continued to occupy French Fort vic XS 895615,

(4) Operations CORONADO X, XI, and TRUONG CONG DINH were supported
by the Mobile Riverine Base EMRB) and from Dong Tam Base. HOPTAC,
HOPTAC 1, and DUONG CUA DAN (FROPLE'S ROAD) were also supported from Dong
Tam Base.

(5) On 15 Feb 68 the 9th Inf Div deployed the 3-5 Cav (=) in the
ICTZnear Da Nang, Subsequently they were deployed furtber north near
Dong Ha. The mode of transportation was LOC water from Naw Port to Da
Nang utilizing six landing ships tank (LST's). Major items of equipament
shipped were 31 tanks, 80 armored personnel carriers, 6 MSSVTRS and sev-
eral vheeled vehicles, While the 3-5 Cav (-) operated inI CT2, they were
under the operational control of the 1st Air Cavelry Divis.on (AM) then
later placed under the operational control of the 3r¢. Marine Division.
logistical support was provided by both the Da Nang Support Command and
tke 9th Inf Div. A distance of more than 300 miles separated the 9th Inf
Div from the 3«5 Cav (-); therefore, responsiveness was limited. Howvever,
from 20 Feb until present the 3=5 Cav (~) has been supported in a satis-
factory mammer. The 9th Inf Div is currently replacing combat loss !
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equipment such as M113 armored personnel carriers and tanks. Twelve C130
airplanes have been utilized to transport nine M113 personnel carriers
fron Long Thanh North to Dong Ha, end six tanks have been shipped by LOC
water from Saigon to Dong Ha. In addition, TO&E equipment and repair
parts are shipped to the 3-5 Cav (=) on an as required basis.

(6) On 3 Apr 68 the 6=31 Inf joined the 9th Inf Div. This unit
arrived from CONUS. On 12 Apr 68 the 6~31 Inf received its vehicles and
cargo by ship from Saigon port. Vessel cargo consisted of 39 wheeled
vehicles, 39 conex and 27 orates; a total of 350 short tons. Cargo was
discharged and hauled to Camp Martin Cox without problems.

(7) Meintenance service on 9th Inf Div eiroreft was significantly
improved during this quarter by the acquisition of 13 civilian aircraft
mechanics from Lockheed Alrcraft Service Company Midwest City, Oklahoma.
These 13 mechanics were assigned to B Company 709ih Maintenance Battalion
on 3 Mar 68 and are scheduled to depart on 21 Aug 68.

(8) Naintenance service of the close loop support program improved
sigmificantly during this quarterly period. Major items received were 60
M113A1 armored personnel carriers, These 60 personnel carriers are for
exchange of gas engine M113 for diesel engine M113A1,

(9) See Inclosure 16, Support Command CRLL for logisticel support in
depthe

h. (U) Psychological Uperations and Civil Affairs.

(1) Psychological Operations.

(a) General. The period covered by this report, 1 Feb 68 through
30 Apr 6o, was particularly significant in that the Viet Cong Tet Of-
fensive, which began 30 Jan 68, necessitated the most intensive PSYCP
effort ever implemented by the 9th Inf Div. A significant aspect of the
Tet Of fensive was the psychological impact which the VC attacks against
porulation centers had upon the civilians of the Republic of Vietnam.
People living in government controlled areas, the largest population
centerg of Saigon, My Tho, Vinh Long, Can Tho, Tan An, etc, had no real
exposure to the full wrath of the VC soldier until the Tet Offensive.
The ferocity of the attack and the initial short lived successes which
the Viet Cong enjoyed left the people in provincial end district towns
within the TAOI stunned. During the few days early in Feb in which the
Viast Cong controlled portions of the city of My Tho, the enemy launched
an extensive face to face PSYOP campaign with the intent of convincing
the civilian ropulation that & coalition government had
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been placed into effect, that the Viet Cong had managed fantastic suc-
cesses elsevhere in the country, and that ths population would do well to
rally to the support of the Viet Cong and ths National Liberstion Front,
Although the rumors of a coslition government were easily put down, in My
The for example by elements of the 403rd POLWAR company using truck-
mounted loudspsakers as well as the eventusl ejeotion of all remsining VC
elenments in the northwestern portions of the c¢ity, the campaign none the
less had its effect. The viability of the GVN had indeed been put to
question in the minds of meny of the refugees and victima of the attack.
La the dust began to settle, however, and psychological victory which the
VC might have achieved initially began to wane, life began to return to a
atate of normaloy. Citizens in the Bien Hoa - Long Binh area roundly re-
nounced the Viet Cong as much for thoir deseoration of Tet as for their
acts of violence against the very people they claimed to be "libersting*.
The Tet Offensive had the ultimate psychiclogical effect of showing the
oivilian population the true colors of the VC/NLF movement. Rather than
supporting the Viet Cong out of fear, they began to rally their support
even more ardently behind the TVN. It was in the provincial and distriot
capitals that pupular rejection of ths VC movement was most evident., The
weekly PSYOP attitude reports for the period immediately following the
offensive indicated that meny had seen for the first time the vindioctive,
untempered uss of violence so characteristio of the Viet Cong, The im-
paot of the GVN recovery program in the areas hardest hit contributed
significantly toward improving the GVN image. In the rural areas, how-
ever; the civilian population was evidently not so quick to respond to
GVN appeals for public support. Becsuse of operational necessity, many
of these aress were left unsecured by the ARVN troops deployed in the de-
fense of the larger population centers. In late Feb, as US and ARVN units
in Dinh Tuong Province moved back into the rural areas to destroy VC
units, reopen Highway QL 4, and attempt to reguin public trust and sup-
port, most efforts met with s cold response, Whereas the provincial radio
station in My Tho was on the air telling of VC losses during the offen~
sive and explaining GVN and FWMAF successes in regeining all population
centera, the radio-less rural population went unadvised except as the VT
chose to advise them, That then was the situstion facing the 9th Inf Div
with respeot to PSYOP and the civilian population. The principal task
appeared to lie in the rural areas and required that the population there
be told as quickly as possible of the VC defeats, the GVN recovery pro-
gram, and the concem whioh the government felt for their well-being,
Theixr cooperation in providing information on Viet Cong sctivity to assist
the GVN was identified as a major objeotive of our PSYOP as well,

(b) There have been increasing reports through intelligence chamnele
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that due to the heavy losues incurred by main force Viet Cong units, VC
ocsdremen and military proselyting sectiong within the Viet Cong Infras-
tructure have been forced to reoruit not only guerrillas but civilians,
including women and children, to serve in combat and combat support
units. It is becoming increasingly evident that low morale and severe
disillusionment plague many Viet Cong units. The failures of the Tet
Offensive, the staggering losses sustained, the non-arrival of promisged
reinforcements and "super weapons" have all contributed to further lower-
ing the morale of the Viet Cong soldier, Perhaps most significant among
the many failures of the Tet Offensive was the utter lack of public
support engendered by the VC/NLF movement. The Viet Cong in pre-Tet
propaganda targeted at their troops made much of the anticipated up-
rising of the people and the supposed rsllying of public support behind
the Viet Cong movement. As the Viet Cong msde their attacks ageinst
provincial and district capitals, it had been expected that a general
uprising of the population would follow, heralding the Viet Cong and

the NLF as the liberators of South Vietnam.

(¢) There is considerable evidence of deteriorating morale on
the part of North Vietnamese soldiers infiltrated into the south to
participate in what they were told would be the coup de grace. The
winter-spring offensive was to have achieved fantastic success, and NVA
soldiers were supposedly nceded only to finish off isolated pockets of
resistance and then would ride forward on the crest of the wave of
victory into the welcoming arms of the liberated people of South Vietnam.
Their disillusionment has been profound.

(d) In a recent policy guidance received from the Joint United
States Public Affairs Office (JUSPAO), a country-wide program of
psychological operations targeted at Viet Cong and NVA units was out-
lined, This program is currently being implemented to fully exploit
the failures of the Viet Cong Tet Offensive and the many other PSYOP
vulnersbilities which are now in evidence. In leaflet and loudspeaker
propagenda,; the enemy is told of the failures of the winter-spring
offensive and of the inevitable defeat of the Viet Cong and NVA
forces. The enemy is also told of the Chieu Huoi Program and is encourag-
ed to rally to the gvernment of South Vietnam as his only hope for
survival., Yet, statistics indicrte a record low in the number of ral-
liers to come into the prograuw since the beginning of the offensive,
While it may be expected that these statistics will improve as the
winter-spring offensive loses momentum, the fact remains that for the
present the Viet Cong or NVA soldiers are being kept too busy to make
escape possible or fersible in most cases, regardless of how much they
nay desire to do so. Whereas the nation wide campaign of P3YWAR
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presently being implemented in accordance with current JUSTAQ guldance
may well engender tne desire to surrender or rally to the GVN, the :
campaign does not afford the enemy the opportunity. As psychologically :
correct as the moment might be, events have precluded him from acting.
It would aprear that in consideration of this;, a deliberate plan to
vrovide an otherwise doomedenemy with the opportunity to surrender could
well achieve a good measure of succeas.

(e) In light of the 9th Inf Div's assigned mission in Dinh Tuong
Province of gecuring and up-grading Highway QL 4, Division PSYOP
personnel werc ‘n an advantageous position to conduct an intensive
face to face PSYOP campaign taxrgeted at the civilian population in the
rural areas along the highway. Having identified the immediate require-
ment of keeping the civilian population informed as to VC losses during
the offensive, the successes of ARVN and FWMAF troops, the re-establish-
ment of security in the population centers, snd the efforts and accom=-
plishments of the GWN recovery program, new propaganda had to be devel-
oped as quickly as possible. During the first two weeks following the
offensive, the 9th Inf Div developed 15 quick reaction leaflets and ten
quick reaction tepes to accomplish these objectives., To provide more
complete coverage, a special newsletter, "Ban Tin Tuc Mien Tay" ("The
Delta Bulletin") was written snd printed in 10,000 copies by the
divipion and was distributed, prisaril’ by hand, by mobile FSYOP teams
operating aiong Highway QL 4 in Dinh Tuong and Long An Provinces. In all,
three editions of the newsletter were printed and disseminated during
the two month period following the Tet Offensive. (4 copy of the
gecond edition is mtteched e&¢ Inclosure 9 to this report). News items
were also disseminnted by loudspeekercs using the 1000 watt AEM-ABS~4
mounted in utility helicopters. The face to face FLYOP effort was fully
coordinated with CORDS PSYOP personnel at province level, and through
coordination and cooperstion with 7th Inf Div (ARVN) operating out cf
My Tho, arrangements wers made with the US advisor to 407th POLWAR Company
t0 pruvauve: & political warfare team of three Vietnamese to augment our
efforts. In March the teamr was increased to five men, and arrengements
were made with province officials to field a ten man Armed Propage.da
Tean in suppnrt of division activities along Highway QL 4 in Dinh Tuong
Province. Thege face to face activities began to gain the confidence of
the ypeorle, and shortly after their deployment, they were successful
in gaining information that proved v be of intelligence value as well
as indicating that the local civilian population was beccming more
respensive to our efforts. VC interdiction of llighway wlL 4 began to drop
off sharply due to US presence in the area. Eotablished curfewe alcng
the highway were respected by *he people, and they begsn to slowly indicate
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& desire to volunteer information. Frevious offers of rewards for inform-
ation had gone apparently umnnoticed as tre population begun to voluntarily
respond to the questions of psyoperators in the area. In April the face

to face program was further augmented with two more political warfare

teeus from the 50th FOLWAR Battelion in Can Tho. A 23 member cultural
drame teem was also deployed in the area to add to our capabilities.

(f) 1In addition to the Volunteer Informant Program, leaflet propaganda
was developed to support the upgrading operation on QL 4, Hand distribut=~
ed leaflets at checkpoints explained the project, listing the advantages:
the improved road surface would hold for the people of the Mekong Del:a.
Administrative instructions incident to traffic control in the construction
areas were glso disseminated in this manner. To make the delays more
palatable at congested work sights, Xoolaid drinks were provided to the
waiting drivers und passeugers by members of the Mobile PSYCP Team at the
same time that they passcd out leaflets apologizing {or and explaining ,
the reasons for the delay. QL 4 bumper stickers are being printed, GVN
flags are attached to antennas, and billboards are working toward generat-
ing public enthusiasm for the project and for the GVN effort in behalf of
the people. The military importance of Highway QL 4 to the ARVKN and
US troops is not mentioned. To assist in developing meaningful propagtnda,
Nghia, a former VC propagande minister from Long An Province who rallied
to the GVN in 1967, was brcught to Dong Tem. He prepared two tapes and
leafiets for our use along the highway and in support of the Chieu Hoi
program,

(g) During the period 1 Feb through 30 Apr, the division ceptured
853 detainees who were eventually classified as innocent civiligns.
The face to face PSYOP effort targeted at these innocent civilians during
the period in which they are in our custody is a significant part of the
PSYQOP prosram to rally public support for the GVN. The program centers
around feir treatment, good. food, medical care if necessary, and expeditious
return, by helicopter or boat, to the district capital nearest their nome.
While at the detainee center; they arc provided with reediung materisl
prepared by JUSFAQ and VI3 (Vietnam Information Service). Movizz are
shown, and a televisicn set is provided for their viewing during the evening
heurs. Frior to their departure, they are given & small quantity of soap,
cigarettes; candy and other small items together with 1005VN, Through an
interpreter, the civiliane are told of our regrets at having detained thea,
encourcged to avoid assisting the Viet Cong, and asked to report ail Viet
Cong activity to the ncarest GVN agency or US unit. The Mobile Riverine
Force has a similar program involving its "Detainee Boat"; the theory
being that good treatment during the short time these individuals are
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exposed to the US/GVN will go farther in enlisting their support than eny
amount of leaflet propeganda.

(h) PSYWAR targeted et the Viet Cong units received second priority
during the period following the Tet Offensive primarily becsuse policy
guidance received from JUSFAQ identified the civilian population as the
principal target group. Prior to 1 Apr only approximately 15% of all
propaganda developed and dimseminated was targeted at the Viet Cong/NVA
voldier. During Apr, however, sharp increases in thia percertage took
place as quick reaction leaflets were developed streesing the futility of
the contimued Viet Cong effort, losses during the Tet Cffensive, recruiting
ddfficulties, lovw morele, and the lack of public support.

(1) PSYOP Aotivities 1 Feb through 28 Apr 68.

| Y

Totael wissions: 353

2 Leaflets: Tctal dropped: 10,147,850. Total hand distributed:
787,000« Total Rapld Rempotion's produced: 41

2 New leallets produced by division: 9. Tisscuincted 107,000
4 Speaker: 205.35 total hours
5 Movies shown: 1§

(2) Civil Affeirs,

(a) Self-Help Programs, 4 substantial insrease in the degree of
eivilian poarticipetion in 9th Inf Div Tivic Action Progrems wee noted
during the repucting period, The percentage of Vietnamese self-help for
the month of Feb.mayry was 71%, The psople have aliown that they want
to be helped, und if we do help them, nc matter what the threat may be
on their lives and “he liv=a of their families, they will try to help
themseives, Even chxrough ‘he Tet Agarescion dampencd some aspects of
Civie Actien during the raginning of tne reporting period, it also
served t¢ strengthen the over-all effectiveness of the program as the
poruiation is now much more receptive to oux acts and deeds and much
more wiliing to get out and work with the Americens. With the 2-47 Inf
(M) supplying the caterialu and supervision, the villagers of Binh Son
Village have pzrformed all the labor to construct a barrier around their
village to keep the Viet Cong rfrom continually entering. It has been
noted in several instances that the Vietnames, do not respect the dwvellings
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that sre built by Americaas ag much gs they do tha dweliinge thet they
construet themselves, "If you build & house for them (Vietnamens
Civilians) they won‘t live 3in i%t, but if you supply the wmatexrials and
let tham build. their own house, they're very oontent" - Senior Istrict
Advisor; Khon Trach Distriot. With this in mind, the division is tumm~
ing more end more tc simply sauplying the materials to the people snd,
wien needed, the supervisicr,

{b) Ekepair & Construction Efforts. Repuir and construction
vrojecte as purt of the 9t Inf Divis Civic Action Progran fluctuated
widely during this reporiing period due to the enery’s Tet Qi feancive.
Tactical commitments for the month of Feb precluded the nvmber o repzix
and construction projects desired. Most of the repeir and construction
effort went toward orphunages; churches, pagodas and dwellings which
wer'e damaged because of the Tet Offensive, Efforts to imvrove land
rcates of communication achieved dramatic resuits during this reporting
period. Highway Ql: 4. from the Delte %o Szigon, known as the “"Lifeline
of the Delta" has been kept open and is being resurfaced by the 9th Inf
Div (See Para 1h(2)(f)3, below). Due to the itype of work beiug performed
and the type of equipment being used on Bighvway QL 4, most of the labor
load has been carried by US personrel. fowever, all other repeir and
construction projecte have been cairied out ou a "self-helr" basis.

(¢) Commodity Distributions. Commodity distriluticns of fcod=
stuffs conducted by divisional units in cenjumction with “Operetion
EANSAS" again reflected a substantial incresse over the previous
guerter’s acnievenents. During Feb the quantiiy of foodstufis distrijuted
neorly doubled the total for the entire last recorting period. This
can be ettributed to the enemy Tet Offensive wnich produced so many homeless
refugees. The "Operestion KANSAS" distrilution facility et divisional
level was eble to resrond to the units’ reguests in nearly all instances
up to the last month of the reporting pericd,

(4) ledic:l Civie Action Frogram, During this reporting period, the
9th Inf Div Medcical Civie Action rrogram (Mivlir) treated only 5% of
the number treated during tiie lmst reporiing peciod, This shary: dacline
can be attributed to several factors. The Tet Offensive hurt the division
MEDCAF program consjcderably as meny areas were put "off limits"to MEDCAP
teans for as much as two of the three reportable months, The relocation
of magjor units within the divisicn also hindered the program as the people
in many of the areas to which the units moved had never eeen Americans
hefore end were quite hesitant to come out and be treated. Also, during
the Tet Offensive and foxr some time thereafter, US medical personnel were
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used largely to treat the inoreased combat casualties. As the effects
of the Tet Offensive diminish and the people become more accustomed to
American presence, more people are turning out for division MEDCAPs,
On 24 Apr 68 two MEDCAPs oconduvcted by the 1st Bde on QL 4 in Dinh Tuong
Province treated a total of 500 patients, indicating that the people
are putting more trust in the Americanc now, Coordination of MLDCAP
programs with GVN officials and MACV Advisors is eccomplished in

some instances in secure areas. However, it is now felt that prior
notification of a coming MEDCAP could result in endangering the MELCAT
veam. Specialized medical treatment continues to be provided in con-
junction with the 9th Medical Battalion and the 3d Surgical Hospital
at Dong Tam, the 24th Evacustion Hospital at Long Binh, and with
Saigon's Cho Ray Hospital.

(e) Tet Offensive Reaction. During the Tet Offensive, there were
muxy hungry, homeless, and in many cases wounded Vietnamese civilians,
The 9th Inf Div reacted with emergency relief and refugee support. 1In
the Dinh Tuong Province city of My Tho, the division worked in close
coordination witnh GVN and CORDS officials to achieve significant results.,
Thrcugh the Province Minister of Social Welfare, nearly 70,000 pounds of
division~provided foodstuffs were equitably distributed to 6,000 homeless
civilians and refugee fanmilies. In addition, 3,000 gallons of potable
veter were delivered each day through division resources to three refugee
camps, hospitals, and orphanages in the area. The My Tho Provincial
Hospital was practically peralyzed by the inrlux of some 2,000 wcunded
civilians, As & result of a request submitted by the Province Chief of
Dinh Tuong Province, a medical assessment team from the 9th Inf Div
was dispatched to the hospital. They found the hospital staff to be over
extended., Additionally, they noted that there was an insufficient quantity
of wedical supplies on hand to meet the reguirements posed by this mass
casualty situation. The Division Surgeon and an augmentation team from
Company D, 9th Medical Battalion re-organized the hospital on & 24 hour
basis, performing triage and emergency operations while savage fighting
flared throughout the city. The 5th AA Flatoon, 24 CA Company provided
two trained medical assistants and supervised the construction ¢f sorely
needed intravenous feeding stands, traction recks, and leg elevators,
Officers and men of the Division Support Command contributed 24 pints
of whole blood to meet immediate needs. One complete field kitcren was
provided to facilitate regular fceding of the hospital's patients, The
success of this emergency relief was a direct result of the 9th Inf Div's
proupt response to the request of GVN officials, in conjunction with
guidance provided by COFDS representatives.
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(£) Civic Action Highlights.

1 Orphans® Village, Located two miles from the division's Bearcat
base camp is Orphans' Village. GShortly after the Tet Offensive, a group
of 70 Buddhist monks r1rom Gia Dinh Province gathered more than 300 young-
sters from all over the Mekong Delta who had been orphared because of
the Tet Offensive ané set out to build an orphenage. High on hope and
willing to work, the monks found themselves short on suprlies, They
turned to the 9th Inf Div at Beexrcot, amd the results were overwhelming.
‘"he village received enthusiastic support from numerous units at Beercat,
Within a short time, buildings began to spring up, a playground was
completed, and transportation was provided weekly to nick up any and all
supplies thet the monks might nced. On 17 Apr 68, Nguyen Van Su, director
of the orphanage presented General Roseborough, Asst Division Commander,
with a plaque symbolizing their appreciation of the help given them by
the officers and men of the 9th Inf Div.

2 Responding to the Tet Aggression Relief iroject (17 Rr), the
officers and men of the 9th Inf Div contrivbuted more than $2730.00 to be
used for such things as building a new school house at the Dong Tem Base,
repeiring two orphanages at My Tho that were damaged during the Tet
Ctiensive, and constructing a high school in Long Thanh District, just
to mention a few. ILach contributing unit picked the project that they
vwunted to fimance; resulting either directly or indirectly from the Tet
Aggre:zsion,

3 Ll:zments of the 9th Inf Div have underteken the vroject of cleuring,
maintairing and repaving QL 4 in Dinh Tuong Frovince., General William C.
VYiestmoreland, COFUZMACV, commented on the significunce of Highway QL 4:
"Trere is onyy one tiajor route into Saigon from the Delta; that?s Highway
4. The people depcnd on this communications link with the capital, and
the commerce that travels the road is important to the econory of Saigom.
e must keep Highwey 4 open”, Knowing the importence and the significance
of the work that the 9th Inf Div iz doing on QL 4; the pcople of the area
have cffered not only to help in the repair of the highwe; but hLove also
offcred information about the VC and VC Saiper tesus operating in that
area.

(&) Tavle of Accomplishmente, Civic Action 1 Feb 68 to 30 Apr 6&.
1 HEDCAP II Operstions 721
Patients 49,075
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2 Efforts to Improve LOC: Bridges Constructed 36 i
Bridges Repaired 24 {
Roads Constructed 15km .
Roads Repaired 237km
3 Repair and Construction: Schools 8
Digpensaries 6
Playgrounds 10
Other Major 126
Other Minor 37
4 Conmodities Distributeds Cement 71,370 lbs
Lumbex 325,763 bd ft
Clothing 3,201 1bs
Health and
Sanitation Items 3,115 1lbs
School Kits 2,070 ea
Tin (sheots) 2,773 ea
Foodstuffs 202,940 lbs

1. (V) Regional Force,Popular Force Upgrading and ARVN Training.

(1) The Army Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Infantry Battalion Retraining
Program vwhich was initiated on 31 Jul 67 and expanded in Sep to include
Artillery, Cavlary and Engineer units continued during this reporting
period. Scheduled training was interrupted primarily during the Tet
Offensive due toc both US and ARVN elements being totally committed. Upcn
diminishment of enemy activites, the training was agein reinstituted but
not with the enthusiasm previously exhibited by the Vietnamese. The fact
that the 9th Inf Div was fragmented and positioned in different locations
than that experienced prior to Tet also made our refresher training
progress more difficult. Although every effort was made to continue
training while ARVN units were in the field, this achieved but limited
success, The status of ARVN refresher training as of 31 Mar 68 is as
reflected on Inclosure 10a.

(2) BRegional Forces/Popular Forces (RF/FF) upgrading srogram,
initiated by the 9th Inf Div in Mey 67, continued with renewed emphasis.
A survey of sll RF/PF outposts within the 9th Inf Div TAOI progressed
with excellent results, This survey included classifving esch post,
surveying or firing DEFCONS, preparing contingency plans for recction
forces, and surplying required materials., OSpecific teams employed to
support the upgrading program were: liobile Advisory Teams (MATS),
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Combined 'iecounsissance and Intelligence Platoon (CRIF), Imirovement
Acticn)Teams (IMIACY) and the Logistics Administration Advisory Teams
(LAJA\'J.‘S ¢

(a] The PATS costinue to be the most successful of the wperading
veers emyloyed. This group, br living with the local RF/.F force,
wos able Lo recommuni outpost improvcments, incre::ce the unit's
combat e¢ffectiveness and cncour:ge more offenzive operations,
Yositicning the MATS at a particuinr ;ost enabicd the roup to exer~
cise daily su;ervision of the RF/PF force, Greater RF/iF morale,
nore offensive operations and definite outpost defensive igprove-ents
resulted from this team's presence. 2£t& of 31 Mar 68 the seven MATS
deplcyed in the division TACI were located at:

UNIT LOGATIUN 1ROVINCE
11th ACR YT 933250 Binh Ty
YI' 350264 Long Khanh
18t Bde YT 278101 Long Khanh
YS 080876 Bien Hoa
74 RBde XS 540720 Long &n
. XS 740659 Long An
XS 856806 Gia Dinh

(b) 1In Nov 68 the division was tasked to organize and deploy IMFACT
Yeems. This group was formed to further the RF/FF upgrading efforts end
was primarily targeted to provide high impact, short length visits to RF/
PF outposts. The IM ACT Teems complimented the MATS but were utilized
so that a greater numier of outposts could be assisted then tiat afforded
by the MATS. The IMFACY Teams were highly successful and were instrumen-
tal in improving the general defensive posture of RF/PF outposts in the
divigion TACI, At the end of this reporting period IMPACT Tears were
locrted at:

UNIT LOCLTION PROVINCE
11th ACR Binh lLoc Long Khanh
1st Bde Long Thanh Bien Hoa

Nhon Trach Bien Boa
Tam Thu Bien Hoa
I'nge 49
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2d Bde Giso Duc Dinh Tuong {
Cal Be Dinh Tuong :
AO Crackerjack Dinh Tuong
3d Bde Binh Phuoc Long An
Rach Kien Long An
Tan Tru Long An
RTAVR Phouc Lai Bien Hoa

The effsctiveness of the RF/PF outpost upgrading is as reflected on
Inclosure 10b. The amount of RF/FF IMPACT support is as shown on
Inclosure 10¢c,

(c) The CRIP, organized initially in Long An Province in Oct 67 and
expanded to Bien Hoa Province in Dec 67, continued tc be employed with
oerked success during this reporting pericd. The CRIP's continued to
perform their multi-purpose missions to exploit current intelligence,
conduct reconnaissance and combat patrolling and destroy the Viet Cong
infrastructure. This combined US-VN force of 42 men proved invaluable,
when the RF/FF'a knowledge of the enemy, terrain and locsl language Was
combined with the firepower and mobility of the US element, a highly ef-
fective and versatile force was formed. Particularly successful during
this period was the Long An CRIP.

(d) The LAATS Teams were organized in Dec 67 for deployment in
Jan 68. These teams were formed to augment the Province Senior Advisor
Staff and, specifically, to provide expert administrative and logistical
advice to the RF/PF Administrative and Direct Sujport Logistical Company
(A&DSL), These teams performed outstandingly and essily attained the
goals for which they were orgenized. The enthusiasm and professional
knowledge exhibited by LAATS members enabled this group to achieve succees
in providing the guidance and assistance needed by the A&DSL Company.
LAATS were located at:

UNIT LOCATION FROVIKNCE
11th ACR Xuan Loc Long Khanh
DISCOM Ham Tan Binh Tuy

Bien Hoa Bien Hoa
Tan An Long &n
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Jo (C) Engineer Support. During the reporting period the 15th Engr
BEn was engeged in the following major tactiocal operations: RILEY,
ENTERFRISE, CORONADO, DUONG CUA DAN (PEOPLE'S ROAD), TOAN THANG, and
TRUONG CONG DINH. The battalion's principle mission in each cperation
centered around sombat democlitions, land clearing, road repeir and up=
graling, bridge construction and repair; and construction and upgreading
of defensive fortifications. The rest of the battalion's effort has been
directed towards base camp development. This has been accomplished by
direct support and engineer guidance for self help projects c¢f various
units and activities within the division. Of significant note was the
support rendered in Operation PEOPLE'S ROAD. Working in coordination
with 86th Engr Bn and ARVN Engineer units also maintaining Highway QL 4,
this oritical artery from the Delta to Saigon was cleared and repasired on
a day to day basis allowing civilisn and military traffic to flow with
minimum delay. During the period 9 Feb 68 thru 13 Mar 68, battalion ele-
ments repaired over 200 craters; made numerous expedient repairs to
bridges, cleared roadblocks, and neutralized numerocus mines and booby-
traps. (See Inclosure 17, 15th Engr Bn's ORLL). The 93d Engr Bn con-
timued %0 provide direct support to the division during the cuarter,

k. (U) Signal Support. During this quarter the communication
electronic resources of the division were taxed more than any time since
the division®s arrival in Vietnam. Support nad to be rrovided for the
Division Forward which was activated in Dong Tam in February and to sup-
port the Mobile Riverine Force whioch operated as far south as Can Tho,
(Reference is made to Inclosure 12; 9th Sig Bn's ORLL).

(1) A new SOI was implemented changing call=words division-wide for
the first time since the division arrived in RVN. Many transmission com~
pronises connecting old and new call~vords were committed; however, the
number will decrease as operators gain experience and practice when
periodically changing call-words and frequencies,

(2) Using the XY-8 Security Device, an *M secure voice radio link was
established between division headquarters at Camp Martin Cox and the
Division Forward Coumand Fost at Dong Tam., This link i3 over 90 km in
length. In order to obtain a usable system with any degree of reliabili-
ty, the antennas for the radios are mounted on top of 200 foot AB-216/U
communication towers.

(3) Frequency cllocation and control has proven to be a full time i
Job and much more difficult than snticipated. The deployment of the :
FWMAF in Vietnam is sush that units sharing a frequency often find i
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e AL Ry, ]

that they interfere with one ancther. The increased range of the FM ra-
dio when airborne and the inoreased use of ™ radios in aircraft have in-
creased oonsiderably the frequency managemsnt r»roblems. Additionally,
those elements of the division thaet are emplosed with the Mobile Riverine
Force (MRF) must be given specisl consideration when allocating frequen-
oies 80 a8 not to interfere with Naval coumuniocations. Generally, prior
to authorizing & unit a frequency, that frequency must be monitored from
24 to 48 hours to insure its usability in the area in which the unit is

operating.

(4) Many vehicular mounted FM radios have been dismounted and in-
stalled in hardened Tactical Operetions Centers (TOC) at division, bri-
gade, and battalion level. 1In these locations large alternsting current
(AC) generators are brought in to provide power. There is a requirement
division-wide for power supplies capable of converting 110 volts AC to
28 volts direct current (DC). These power supplies would be used for the
sole purpose of operating FM radios in & dismounted situetion using AC as
the primary source of power.

1. (C) Army Aviation. Army Aviation supported division operatiors
daily. Operation TRUONG CONG DINH was characterized by the use of mului-
ple assault helicopter companies; armed helicopter platoons, and medium
and heavy helicopters for movement of artillery and supplies. Armed
helicopters were utilized to conduct reconnaissance by fire in support of
opexations. The 9th Avn Bn provided general support to the division and
responded to requests from units in contact for close support and troop
lifts. II FFORCEV supported the division by providing an average of 1.45
assault helicopters and two (2) CH-47's for resupply, artillery movement
and troop lifts daily (See Inclosure 19, 9th Avn Bn's ORLL).

w. (C) Chemioal Operations.
(1) E63 Manpack Personnel Detector (MPD)(People Sniffer):

(a) During the reporting period there were 23 MFD missions flown for
a total of 38 hours. All missions were flown using Ud=1 aircraft. Re-
sults were reported to the division G2 for inclusion in their compilation
of intelligence indications. Total flying time during the previous quar-
ter (1 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 68) was 83 hours covering 62 mismions. This rep-
resents a 55% decrease in useage of the MPD, The primary reascn for this
quarter's decrease was the non-availability of aircraft due to the tacti-~
cal situation during the Tet Offensive and the following weeks,
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(b) Problems ere still being encountered with maintenance of the MPD.
The MPD required about two hours of maintenance for each hour that it
functioned. This high ratio is due to the intricate pre and post-flight
maintenance requirements; constant insve.ivion, repair of minor parts and
non-availability of parts. The largest singls problem area enoountered
this quarter has been the non-availability of repair parts couing in from
CONUS. This parts’ deficiensy problem has caused delays vpward of two
months, keeping MPI's from returning to a functioning status.

(2) Riot Control Agent Operations:

(a) During the reporting pericd there were eight missions flown
utilizing bulk CS. Over 26,500 pounds were dropped covering over 150
hectares. There were five missions flown utilizing the E158 CS Canister
Cluster, employing 54 E158 munitions. There were two missions flown
utilizing the M5 CS Dispenser which disseminated over 360 pounds of bulk
CS. The most significent employments were:

1 5 Feb 68: 30 E158 CS munitions were dropped in support of a 41st
Ranger (ARVN) operation in the Cholon ares, at XS 792868 to XS 795871, as
directed by COMUSMACV. The drop was not exploited by the Rangers; there-
fore, results are rnot known as to the effectiveness of the CS in the area.

2 21 Mar 68: 30 drums of bulk CS were dropped in the vieinity of XS
996596, XS 996577. and YS 021578 in the Rung Sat area in support of a
Vietnamese Marine waterborne beach assault. The CS was dropped in the
iate afternoon; therefore, due to very poor climatic conditions present
(varm thermal air currents rising off the ground), most of the agent was
lost t¢ the atmosphere.

3 25 Mar 68: Six E156 munitions were dropped from UH-1 aircraft; at
XS 254547, in support of 2-39 Inf, The VC were in fortified defensive
positions; i.e. bunkers, along a wooded stream line. After the munitions
wvere drcpped; the VC abendoned their bunkers and fled, exposing them-
selves t0 artillery. gunship airstrikes and ground infant:y fire. The
results were 15 VC XBA (BC) and 2 VC KIA (EC).

4 25 Mar €3- Using an M5 dispenser. 180 pounds of bulk CS were
dropped over an area approxiuately ten meters wide and five kilometers
long. at XS 370400 to 425400 to restrict the enemy use of suspected re-
coilless rifle sites. Reaults are unknown; however, the aircraft drew
autoumatic weapons® fire during the mission.
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S 11 Apr 68: Eight E158 munitions were dropped from UH-1 sircraft,
at XS 181550, in support of 2-39 Inf. The VC were occupying well forti-
fied defensive positiona, i.e. bunkers, along a wooded stream line,

After the CS wes dropped, the VC abandoned their positions end fled into
the open where infentry killed five VC (BC). The c~39 Inf swept the srea
killing 19 more VC (BC), and gunship fire killed another six V¢ (BC).

(b) On 17 Apr 68: The 9th Inf Div Chemioal Section held a conference
for all chemical officers in MACV, Ten drums of bulk C3 were dropped at
XS 703673 to XS 707677 using a new explosive burste . sn- g new fuse bomb
designed to blow CS drums at pre-set heights-of-burwt. The primary ad-
vantage of a rre~set fuse, for & specific height-of-burst, is that the
agent will be disseminated as close to ground level as posaible, thereby
losing less agent into the atmosphere, Only 10 units were tested out of
120 units that were received, Further testing and evaluation will be con-
ducted throughout the next reporting period, and the results will be re-
ported in the next ORLL. Since this drop was a test of a new munition,
there was no tactical requirement for the drop. However, due to a strong
downwind drift, the local population in Ben luc was made somewhat uncom-
fortable by the CS., There were no incapacitating effects reported. The
distance from the target area to Ben luc is approximetely 10 kilometers.

(¢) The 4.2 Cartridge CS XM630 round is proving to be an effective
munition when used i.. close support of troops. During the reporting
period;, 52 rounds were expended in e 1st Bde operation against VC in
bunkers. The VC were forced to abandon the bunkers, and US ground troops
inflioted moderate casualties. CS is gn effective means of flushing the
enemy from entrenched end fortified positions.

(d) The 40 MM CS XM651 round for the M=-79 launcher is presently be-
ing tested and evsluated in Vietnem. No deteiled reports have come into
this section yet on the effectiveness of this CS munition. However, one
short report received from the 2d Bde states that they are using the 40mm
round in a dusal role: first; the agent flushed the enemy from fortified
positions, and secondly, the dense cloud served as a spotting round for
gunships in the area. The 40mm CS round gives ground troops an on-the-
spot capability to employ CS at any given time,

(e) Observations:
1 Bulk CS5 is best used when disseminated ss close to the ground as

possible. The higher ebove ground that the agent is disseminated, the
less effective it is likely to be due to dissipatiocn in the atmosphere.
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2 The M5 Dispenser has proven to be an elfective mesns of CS dissemi~
nation over lineer type targets. This system is effective because it dis-
seminates the agent ten to twenty feet off the ground. More agent is
prlaced onto the target; and less is lost into the atmosphere.

(3) Defoliation.

(a) During the reporting period there were no defoliation missions
flown by the 9th Inf Div Chemical Section. Initial requests for local
province chief's approval that were submitted in Jan 68, have not yet
been returned. One request has been approved in Long Khanh Province with
an egtimated spraying time of December of this year. The long delay be-
tween requeet approval and actuasl spraying is due to the fact that de=
foeliation is most effective when carried out after the rainy season - dur-
ing the peak growing period,

{b) Tbe section is currently reviewing all areas that have been
submitted as possible defoliation areas. An attempl 18 being made to
submit new areas and to downgrade old areas that are no longer considered
necessary to the defoliation plan.

{(c) Large areas in the Rung Sat have been defoliated this quarter by
the 7th Air Force under their Trail Dust program. The Air Force flys these
m1s8ions with C=123 "Ranch Hand" aircraft. The 9tL Inf Div Chemical Seo~

tion receives a teletype message once a month with tne coordinates of the
arcas defcliated.

(4) Enemy CBR Activity:

(a) There have been nc significant enemy CER activities within the
9th Inf Dav TAOI during the past three months, G2 reported thet during a
plenned attack on My Tho. on 20 Apr 68, an asphyxiating gas would be used
against frierndly troops. However. the attack never came about.

(b) The enemy probably does not possess the capability for CER war-

fare with possivly the exception of the employment of a Riot Control Agent
such as CS.
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2. (C) Section 2, lessone learned: Commanders' Observations, Evalua-

tions and Recommendations.

a. (U) Personnel.

(1) ©Preparation of Marning Repart and Personnel Information Roster.

OBSERVATION. Special furpose Teams &re periodicslly needed to assist
wnits in preparation of Morning Reports and Personnel Information Rosters.

EVALUATION. The Moarning Repart is furnished to this headquarters daily
and is the basis for reflecting the official dally personnel status of the
report ing organization. It is also the socurce of data for official strength
and all other statistical reports produced ty this hsadquarters. The
Personnel Information Roster is a monthly roster listing basic infermation
on all officer and enlisted personnel assigned to each unit of the division.
It is alsc a means of communication betweasn the Perscnnel Services Division
and a commander or staff supervisor concerning personnel management activ-
ities, Lack of knowledge amd a disinterest among unite resulted in erron-
eous information, improper remarks, and late submissions of these reports.
Also attributed to this is the recent losa of administrative persoanel
who were knowledgeable of the requirements and contents of these revworts.
Howaver, there has been an improvement shown in the quality of Morning
Reports due to increased command emphasis.

RECOMMENDATION. That AG Special Purpose Teams be organized and sent

to divisional units to assist personnel in preparation of Morning Reports
and Persconnel Information Rosters.

(2) Maintenance of Daily Statistics - Infantry and Armor MOSC's.

,OBSERVATION, Inventories of enlisted MOS's are normally furnished by
the Administrative Machine Branch of the Personnel Services Division. This
informaticn is obtained from unit Morning R eports submitted oy units in
the field. MOS inventories are prepared and distributed once monthly. The
pcimary user of the MOS inventroy is the Personnel Management Branch. The
information is used for determining overages and shortages in units by grade
and MOS, requisitioning and assigning personnel, and furnishing information
to commanders relative to assigned stireugth.

EVALUATION. Timely receipt of unit HMorning R3ports is often difficult
due to distance between headquarters. This delay in Morning Reports re-
sults in incomplete data for the automatic data processing system. Fro-
Jected EDCSA's for gains and losses also present an unrealistic pieture
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of MOS and strength status. Use of automatic data processing equipment
in atrength accounting raves man-hours and provides accuracy through
mechanical checks. However, the reporting system which provides data for
the autcmatic processing equipment does nov allow for timely and up-to-
date statistics required in managing personnel in a combat situation,
This is especially true with infantry and armor MOS's where the strength
plcture may change drastically from one day to the next.

’

RECCMMENDATION. That Personnel Services Division; AG, maintain up-
to-date statistical data on 11 Series MOS's manually utilizing casualty
reports; consclidated assignment orders, and daily hospital admission amnd
disposition blotters.

(3) VNMedical Assistance to Local Vietnamese Hospitals.

OBSzRVATICN. Consideration must be given to providing appropriate
medical facilities for treatment of civilian casualties during sustained
fighting.

EVALUATION. During the recent Tet Offensive, many civilian casualties
were sustained as a result of the heavy fighting in My Tho. The provin-
cial hospital with its undermanned staff proved inadequate in handling
these mass casualties during the first few days of fighting. In an
effort to provide assistance, the Division Surgeon and a small hospital
staff was sent to My Thc to complei.ent the undermanned Vietnamesa inedical
staff. Within a iew days over 900 patients had been treated and almost
1,00 surgical procedures had been performed.

RECOMMENDATION., That Vietnamese provincial hospital staffs be instruce-
ted in mass casualty procedures by local US medical units where feasible.

b. (C) Cperations
(i) Use of Supgorting Fires.

OBSERVATION. Recent contacts with VC/NVA forces by 3d Bde units have
indicated the enemy has shifted the location of bunker pusic..us from
vegerated areas, the site most often selected in the past, to positions
just forward of tree lines and other areas affording natural concealment.
Normally bunkers are now constructed in the line of paddy dikes immediately
forward of vegetated areas.
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RECOMMFENDATION. Supporting fires should be directed against both the
natural foliige in an objective area and the areas adjacent to amd for-
ward of wood lines and nippa palm groves. Rice paddy dikes boruering
vegetated areas should be selected as primary targets.

(2) Uuse of Moving Target Detection Radar in Conjunction with Ground
Forces.

CB3ERVATICN. The TP3 25 moving target detection radar can be employed
in conjunction with ground forces to locate, fix and destroy the enemy.
This concept is particularly suited to interdiction operations along major
land and water LOC's.,

EVALUATION. The 3d Brigade has tested the TP3 25 radar in conjunction
with ground forces to identify and destroy enemy targets in long An Pro-
vince, The test was conducted with a battalion - sized muneuver farce
operating from a field base and the following considerations developed:

(a) Successful pursuit and location of enemy forces is difficult at
best during the day and nearly impossible at night. The radar has
detected numerous enemy troop concentrations at night, and artillery fire
has been successfully directed against such targets.

(b} Navigation for a friendly pursuing element at night is extremely
difficult as maps cannot be used and direction must be maintained by use
of compass readings based on azimuths obtained by radar operators.

{c) The technique of moving to a predetermined point and ambushing
a target traveling in s known direction is enhanced when used in con-
junction with the TPs 25 radar.

{(d) The radar can be used to vector a unit into ambush locations
and provide flank security during the move.

RZCCMMENDATION. That a TP5 25 radar be made readily available for
each brigade utilizing forces no larger than company size deployed
throughout the brigade area to establish ambushes at locations selected
by radar sightings. The TPS 25 radar should be operated and controlled
by Division Artiliery werkdn: closely with the bri-zcie manerver elerents,

(2) Anti-Intrusion Device, AN/FSR-1 and AN/GSS=9.

OBSERVATION. The anti-intrusion device can be effectively employed

Page 58

CONFIDENTIAL




3

CONFIDENTIAL

AVDE~MH 12 May 68
SUBJECT: Operational Relpart of 9th Infantry Division for Pericd Brding
30 April 1968, RSC CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

in organizing a defensive position. The proper employment and utilization
of the anti-intrusion device can substantially bolster the early warning
system of 3 perimeter defense.

EVALUATION. The AN/PSR-t has been eftectively used in both the FS/PB
location at Binh Fhuoc and receuntly at a forward field location - FS/FB
Jager (XS,54490). At the latter location it was employed at a 400-500
meter distance and effectively monitored personnel attempting to infil-
trate on two specific occasions., One problem encountered was the
raguirement for burying wire appraximately six inches beneath the surface
when APC's are going to be employed in the area.

RECOMMENDATION. H. C. anti-intrusion devices should be used to the
maximum extent by units in a defensive posture to add depth to the position.

(4) Xeon infrared Search Light.

OBSERVATION. The use of the infrared search light has greatly
reduced the amount of illuminations used over suspected VC positions; and
it has proven to ce invaluable to both the ambush patrol and the defensive
perimeter when used in conjunction with organic infrared detection devices.

EVALUATION. For the last two months, the infrared search light mounted
on the ML51 jeep by the 5-60 Inf (M) has been used extensively both in
perimeter defense and on ambush patrols. when used in perimeter defense,
the infrared binoculars and the infrared periscope on the ML13 APC prove
very effective in scanning the area, With the infrared search light
mounted on a quarter ton truck, it can easily be moved within the perimeter
to react to any situation. When loaded on a cargo carrier, it can accom~
pany the mechanized unit. This enables the xeon search light to displace
and provide an infrared capability to areas inaccessiole to wheeled
vehicles, This capability enables the battalion to greatly exterd its
areas of operations by interdicting and ambushing roads; trails, water-
ways and crossing points.

RECOMMENDATION. rhat infrared search lights be made part of the T O
and E of the mechanized battalion; or that such equipment be made readily
available for CPCON to such units.

(5) Wilization of Wire Teams.

OBSERVAT!.N. ™he 9th Signal Battalion is authorized eight five=man
cable teams by MIOE. Upon employment in Vietnam, it was initially
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believed that these teams would not be utilized to their fullest capacity;
however, subsequent evaluation has indicated that these teams are fully
comnitted although in a modified mission.

EVALUATION. Doctrine calls for the eight cable *eams assigned to
the Signsl Support Operations Company to install, maintain, and recover
gpiral four cable. Normally this cable is installed from division main
to each of the brigades, support cocmmand, and Division Forward if ,
employed. In Vietnam it is not feasible to instsll spiral four beyond
base camp locations; consequently, the cable tsame have been employed
in a different method. Cable teams have the responsibility for the .
internal defense wiring of base camps at Bearcat, Dong Tam, and Tan An.
Cable teams sre also employed at Dong Tam and Tan An t¢ install and
maintain base camp communication lines on a 24 hour basis., On large
communication operations, cable teams supplement company wire teams
during inltial installation and recovery procedures. Although not
employed as prescribed by doctrine, the cable teams of the 9th Signal
Battalion are extensively used and are an integral and important part
of the division communications system.

RECOMMENDATION. That the eight cable teams not be deleted from
the Signal Battalior. MTOE as experience has shown a critical require-
went for these teamwe in Vietnam today.

(6) The JITTERBUG Concept.

OBSERVATION. The JITTFRBUG Concept; when properly employed; is
a highly effective procedure and oonserves troop strength and flexi-
bility.

EVALUATION. The JITTERBUG Concept is a four-step procedure used to
locate; fix, develop and finally destroy an enemy target. With abso-
lutely no pre-reconnsissance, the Commaad and Control (C & C) aircraft

of the maneuver element and an LFT enter an A0, Working as a team,
they attempt to confirm intelligence target locations or locate new
targets. When a target is located, five of the troop-~lift aircraft
(already loaded and airborne) are inserted tc engage the target. If
contast is made or enemy movement cut of the area is detected, s second
set of five 1ift ships is inserted to block enemy evasion tactics. A3
the situation develops, additional troop lifts of five or ten aircraft
are inserted. By not committing the airmcbile maneuver elements until
a definite target has been located, troop strength is conserved and
the flexibility to react to any enemy move is retained.

RECOMMENDATION. That maneuver battalions and airmobile helicopter
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companies be made aware of this technique.

(7) RRF on Strip Alert When Supported by Air Cavalry Troop.

OBSERVATION, It is imperative %o have r! least a company size
rapid reaction force (RRF) on strip alert when supported by an air
cavalry troop.

EVALUATION. Unless at leasst s company size force is on sirip alert,
the opportunities afforded to a brigade or battalion by en air caevalry
troop cannot be fully exploited. The first element to be committed will
be the aero rifle platoon, organic te the air cavalry troop. If a
significant contact is established and a sizeable reaction force is
nut available, the iroop commander has no altermative but to extract.
Thesge circumstances result in the wasteful loss of a luorative target.

RECOMMENDATION: That all units rete’.n a rifle company on strip alert
whenever supported by or supporting an air cavalry troop.

(8) Secure Communications on Operations Keyed to Fresh Intelligence.

OBSERVATION. Operations keyed on intelligence not more than 24 hours
old require constant "secure" communicatione with maneuver battalions.

EVALUATION. Reacting to intelligence reports or sightings generated
during the previous 24 hours requires that the assets available, nature
of the target. and command guidance be transmitted by secure means., This
is often necessary during the hours of darkness when courler aircraft are
not available. Plans must be ‘ransmitted back to the brigade headquarters
to faciiitate further support coordination. These transmissions could
compromise the entire operation if not handled on secure communications.

RECOMMENDATION, It is recommended that all commanders recognize the
importance of and utilize seoure communications to discuss and confirm
their 24 hour cycle operations. Command emphasis must be placed on
the instailation; meintenance, and utilization of secure voica communi-
cations if its real value is ever to be recognized and fully exploited.

(9) Use_of CS Against Bunkers.
OBSERVATION, Employment of CS against fortified fighting positions

caused the enemy to abandon the positions and expose hime.lf to friendly
fires.
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BEVALUATION. During several offensive operations against well con-
structed/fortified fighting positions, the employment of CS LOmm grenades
has dislodged enemy personnel from the positions when artillery and other
indirect fires could not. This does not imply that artillery or air-
strikes are not effective against well constructed fortifiea positions,
N¢ither loes it imply that (S employment is the most effective means of
driving enemy forces from bunkers. The employment of 40mm CS grenades
complemented all fires Jdirected against the positions and caused the
enemy to become confused and desperate, not only to evade the friendly
forces, but also the irritant agent. The CS grenade employed by the 4Omm
grenade launcher affords ths commander the capability of employing CS
at a long (300 meters) and close range. Presently the LOmm CS grenade
is an "Insure" item.

RECOMMENDATIONS. (a) That the 4LOmm CS grenade be classified as
a "Standard” item, and a basic load be determined and issued.

{(b) Purther, that during the interim period (pending standard=~
ization) more LOmm CS grenades be issued to afford maximum use.

(10) Employment of Armed Propaganda Teams.

OBSERVATION. Armed propaganda teams enhance both psychological
operations and intelligence collection efforts.,

EVALUATION. An armed propaganda team was employed in support of
the 2d Brigade during combat operations conducted in Kien Hoa Province.
The team made valuable contributions not only in the PSYOP ar-~a but
also in the intelligence collection effort. On several occasions timely
and accurate intelligence was providea by the team after thei. interro-
gation of local civilians. The intelligence collected resulted in the
brigade establishing contact with the enemy.

RECOMMENDATION. That an armed propaganda team be attached to the
2d Brigade.

(11) Hull Defilade of APC's.

OBSERVATION. Ir several battles the Viet Cong's RPG rocket launcher
has proven Lo be a great equilizer when uszd at close range against
APC's. Any time a mechanized unit is to remain in a defeneive or static
position for any length of time, all tracks should occupy a hull defilade
position,
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EVALUATION. APC's in hull defilade are extremely difficult targets
for RPG!'s or other direct fire weapons; moreover, the defilade position
places the main fire power (the .50 cal MG) of the APC at ground level,
permitting effective long range grazing fire against any ground attack.
Even though hull defilade is highly recommended and a proven method,
during the monsoon and high water season, it is impractical.

RECOMMENDATION. Whenever terrain and weather permit, all APC's
should be placed in hull defilade. This not only makes the APC less
vulnerable to small arms and rocket fire, but also strengthens the
defensive position., During the monsoon season revetments must be
constructed.,

(12) Traffic Control.

OBSERVATICN, Traffic control points must beset up whenever engineer
work parties are repairing interdictions.

EVALUATION. During the period immediately following the Tet Of=
fensi-re, daily engineer work parties were required to repair serious
interdictions along the major lelta artery, Highway QL 4. Civilian
traffic would follow the werk parties right up to the interdiction and
severely hamper the work effort while making evacuation of the area
impossible in the event of enemy harassing activity. Often the civilian
vehicles would attempt to negotiate the interdiction and become stuck
or disabled. This would result in additional lost time and effort to
remove the vehicle,

RECOMVENDATION. That whenever a operatjion of this type is necessary,
traffic control points consisting of Military Police in conjunction
with Vietnamese Police be set up to prevent the movement of any civilian
traffic until all interdictions have been repaired.

(13) Constructicn of Bunkers.

OBSERVATICN. Savings in money and engineer effart can be achieved
by using revetment walls instead of sandbags for many types of protective
shelters.

EVALUATION. It has been standard usage in Vietnam to construct
above ground protective shelters with sandbags over a wood frame.
Bunkers constructed with sand filled timber revetting walls afford equal
or greater protection and result in saving the difference between the
cost of the lumber and sandbags, take less time to construct and there
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is no replacement cost for resandbagging periodically. The wood revetted
shelter is particularl —~uitable for semi-permanent base camps in the
Delta. It is important 1hat engineer technical assistance be utilized

to insure adequate design and construction.

RECOMMENDATION. " at orotective shelters be constructed where
feasible with revetment: s11s rather than sandbags.

(1) Aerial Velivery of Bridge frection Boat.

OBSERVATION. The most efficient use of the Chinook alrcraft in
transparting the bridge erection boat is achieved by airlifting in its
asaembled configuration.

EVALUATION., On previous missions, the boat has been airlifted in
two sarties, one for the bow section and one far the stern section. It
is more efficient to assemble the boat and lift it in its assembled
state in one lift. The pilots of the Chinook aircraft agree that the
assembled 6800 pound load flew better than the two sorties,

RECOMMENDATION. That when the 27 foot bridge ersction boat is
airlifted, it be done in an assembled configuration in one sartie.

(15) Bees Hindering Clearing Operation.

OBSERVATION. Protective measures asgainst bees must be planned
for c¢learing operations.

EVALUATION. GSeveral times during jungle clearing operations,
areas of the jungle to be cleared could not be entqred because ol the
high density of bees in the ares. Several individuals were casualties
from numerous bee stings. Operatars were- instructed to roll down their
sleeves, wear gloves, and wear their mosquito headnets in these areas.
In addition the clearing team carried partable flame throwers and stocks
of napalm fuel as the best weapon to use against the bees.

RECOMMENCATION. That land clearing teams take the protective
measures outlined above.

(16) Viet Cong Operating J schniques in the Delta.

OBSERVATION., During the reporting period many valuable lessons
were learned about the Viet Cong operating methods in the Delta.
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EVALUATION.

(a) VC ambushee and harassing operations against engineer work
parties occurred daily and consisted of firing from conceaied positions
with no attempt to attack or overrun the work parties. In almost every
instance the ambushes were triggered by detonating a mine 'nder a lead
security APC or & lead engineer vehicle or disabling the + .icle with an
RPG. Once the convoy was halted, the remainder of the convoy would be hit
with small arms and automatic weapons fire.

(p) Extensive use was made by the VC of command detonated mines.
The best method of neutralizing them was found to be the use of sweep
taams in the rice paddies searching for the wires which were often poorly
concealed,

{c) Following the wires from mines which were detonated and others
which were not, revealed that the V¢ would place the mines in the road at
a point where a dike i¢ perpendicular to the rocad. The VC could then move
several hundred meters away from the road alcng the dike and sight down
the dike, detonating the mine as the vehicle moved into his line of
sight. Another method that was detected was the use of a piece of bamboo
or other suitable stick placed vertically on a dike and used as an aiming
stake in the same manner. Caution must be exercised when following wires
as the VG will frequently employ grenade booby traps along the wire.

(d) Occasionally pressure type mines were ussd. These were placed
along the shoulders of the road or put in the bottom of freshly blown
craters; designed tc detonate when the fill material was Jumped into
the crater,

{e) During the initial stages of Operation PEOPLE'S ROAD, ths VC did
not booby trap their mines. As the engineers began detecting and removing
more and more of the mines, the VC began to booby trap them. In all casee
the booby traps consisted of grenades placed under the mines with the pin
pulled. aneh that detonation would occur upon movement of the mine.

{f) Other booby traps were employed individually and in road blocks.
All booby traps found during Operation PEOPLE'S ROAD were grenades either
with a trip wire on the pin or the pin removed and a weight holding ths
handle down,

(g) The presence of Vietnsmese civilians in no way limitad the VC
harassing operation. In many instances civilian casualties resulted from
VC ambushes ~f engineer wcrk narties.

vage €5

CONFIDENTIAL

T P

At

i




CONFIDENT\IAL .

AVIDE-MH 12 May 68
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(h) Occasionally the VC wait until the daily mine sweep team has
rassed and then emplace the mines in the road, generally in the loose fill
of a fresh crater.

eCOMMENDATION. That the above information receive widest dissemina-
ticno

ce (C) Training.
(1) Ground Surveillance Radar Training.

OBSERVATION. Ground surveillance radar, when used in a defensive
situation, has proven invaluable for early warning. The major problem
is a lack of qualified and trained operators.

EVALUATION. The average infantryman can become very proficient with
ground surveillance radar equipment with a minimum amount of training.
The use of radar greatly strengthens the defense by providing early warn-
ing and detecting movements to the front which would otherwise go unob-
gserved. Trained radar operators down to the rifle platoon level would
gtrengthen defensive positions. The normal manner of radar employment is
to have the radar accompany ambushes to permit long range interdiction of
avenues of approach, lines of communication, rocads, and waterways, there-
by greatly extending the area under friendly control during the hours of
darkness.

RECOMMENDATION. All infantrymen should receive ground surveillance
radar training to insure continued radar surveillance when school trained
operators are not available,

(2) Aviator Proficiency for Night Combat Support Operations.

OBSERVATION. The influx of numerous inexperienced aviators during
the menths of Nov and Dec 67, created an aura of doubt in the minds of
eviation commanders 88 to the capability of the unit to meet its night
combat support mission requirements.

EVALUATION. Company A is the 9th Inf Div's sole airmobile inhouse
asset; therefore, the unit must necessarily be responsive to all the
division's needs, particularly tactical emergencies, day or night. A
night training progrem was initiasted to provide each aviator with a thor
ough night orientation flight in the division TAOR. In addition, a pro-
gran was developed- to train aviators in night formation flights which were
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to be coupled with security force and patrol insertions and extractionms.
Subsequent night operations were condvcted in support of divisional units
in contart with the enemy, and barring a few minor operational problems
(problems generally localized in the area of appropriate illumination in
PZ*s), all missions were successfully completed. Initial estimates of
aviator proficiency were gomewhat zonservative., Company A reosponded to
night tlacticel commitments in a typically outstanding fashion.

RECOMMENDATION. Avietor night combat training will continue to be an
area of command interest, and when possible; appropriate night training
will be conducted. Further, it is anticipated that pathfinders will be
erployed in future night tactical operations to improve illumination and
traffic control in PZ's & 12's.

d. (C) Intelligence.
(1) Engeging Targets Detected by Personnel Detection Missions.

OBSERVATION. When a target is detected on a "people sniffer" (PS)
mission; a delay of from 15 to 60 minutes is often incurred while awaiting
clearance to have the gunships or artillery in the target area. The past
procedures have been to drop smoke on the target to identify the target
and circle the area until the arrival of an artillery forward observer or
until clearance is granted for the gunships to fire.

EVALUATION. The dropp {f smoke and the cireling of the target area
by the gunships and sniffer™aircraft alerts the enemy that he has been
grnited, and the delay invélved in getting clearance to fire affords the
enerny time to evacuate the area or seek better cover,

RECOMMENDATIONS. (a) That smoke only be dropped on targets in a free
fire zone where the targets can be immediately engaged by the gunships or
artillery.

(b) When the area to be covered has not been declared a free fire
zone,; that the following procedures be followed:

1 2ireas of maximum readings be marked by the navigation ship and
clearance to fire be requested while the ships continue their normal
flight plan., This would be repeated each time a target is detected.

2 Upon completion of the entire area of search, the PS eircreft would
be released while the navigation ship and gunships would return to the
targets for which clearance to fire had been granted. and conduct a low
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level search, immediately engaging any targets sighted,

(2) M Detachment Language Capability.

OBSERVATION. The 9th MI Detechment is hampered by a lack of Vietnamese
linguist capability.

B L L LU L L e Y

EVALUATION. ARVN interpreters presently assigned to the 9th MI
Detachment provide the only dependable linguist capability. US personnel
who attended the 12 week Vietnamese course do not jossess sufficient
fluency in the language to be able to work without the assistance of an
interpreter. Personnel from the 47 week course have a higher degree
of ability with the languesge and with continued study and experience
would reach a reascnable degree of self sufficiency within & month or two
after arrival in Vietnam. Experience has proven on occasions that cer-
tain scurces will not work through an ARVN interpreter.

RECOMMENDATION, A minimum of one of every three Intelligence Corps
agents assigned to the 9th MI Detachment should be graduates of the 47
week Vietnamese Lenguage Course of the Defense Language Institute. Ideally,
all agent personnel should be language qualified.

(3) Intelligence through Civil Affairs Program.

OBSERVATIONS. A great deal of enemy informetion is gained during
MEDCAPS or through the visit to villages by PSYWAR teams and S=~5 Persommel,

EVALUATION, To use Civil Affairs Programs to gain intelligence
information, there must be close coordination between S-2 and S-5., Max-
imum exploitation of the civil populace as an intelligence source will
be ettained 1f intelligence trained and/or briefed personnel actually
participate on MEDCAFS and face to face FSYWAR programs,

RECOMMENDATICN, That intelligence trained and/or briefed personnel
participate on MEDCAPS and all other Civil Affairs Programs that will
bring them into contact with the civilian populace.

(4) Reliable Spot Reports.

OBSERVATION, Reliable spot reports are reports generally rated B-3
or vetter by US Forces. This is a significantly reliable report that
enemy forces are loceted in the grea reported.

EVALUATION, US manuever units are capable of reacting to new air-
mobile assault missions on a dead run with a freg order thst can be
delivered orally in a few minutes time. Reliable reports are received
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anywhere from one hour to 48 hours after the event initiating the report
occurs.

(5) Alr to Ground Surveillance.

OBSERVATION. The use of the mounted starlight scope on a UH-1D has
greatly increased the capability to restrict VC movement by night. The
device is particulary useful in thesurveillance :f VC travel on major
rivers and canals. Over 300 sampans have been destroyed as a direct
result of the use of these devices. The employment of stariight scopes
in air to ground surveillance has primarily been used in the Bimh Chanh,
Nha Be and Can Giuoo Districts where VC sampan travel is the greatest.
The UH=1D employs 2 observers, and 2 intelligence officers who have
pre-cleared areas of fire and have direct communications with clearing
units in the areas. The observers pick up a target, and the officer
identifies it. The target is then cleared and engaged with artillery or
gunships,

EVALUATION. The use of the system of night surveillance has proven
effective in denying the YC their one major asset. The amount of sampan
activity has been reduced greatly, and the amount of supplies lost is
felt to be a major contributing factor in the failure of the VC 2d
offensive to commence.

RECOMMENDATION. The UH=1D used in this role be equipped with a
xeon searchlight to assist in identifying the target for supparting
gunships. The UH-1D should have permanent mounts to assist in providing
a stable support for the scopes.

(6) Possible Compromise of Projected Combat QOperations.

OBSERVATION. Larly coordination and dissemination of operation
plans and orders may tend to provide the enemy with advance/adequate warn-
ing of the intended AQ or target.

EVALUATION. The Mobile Riverine Force operates throughout the central
Mekong Delta as a mobile striking force seekdng targets developed by
timely and effective intelligence. As such, the 2d Brigade does not have
a specific tactical area of operation and is therefore required to effect
coordination for AQ's and specified strike zones. Early coordination and
dissemination of thils information, prior to the conmitment of friendly
forces, is a particular disadvantage because it allows adequate time far
enemy forces to exit the urea or prepare to defend against the introduction
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of friendly forces into the AO. 1In addition the desired flexibility far
carmitting forces in any area of operation selected/designated, as a result
of immediate and concrete intelligence, is unobtainable due to the coordine
ation required.

e. (C) logistics.
(t) Maintenance of the Mask, Protective, Field, ABC M-17.

OBSERVATION. Recent reports have indicated that the Protective
Mask, ABC M-17, becomes ineffective against Riot Control Agent (RCA) CS
once the cheek filters become wet,

EVALUATION, Twelve new ABC M=17 masks were ottained and 11 different
test conditions were Bet up for each mask. One mask was used as &
control mask and exposed only to normal atmospheric conditions., The test
masks were scaked in water from six to 24 hours per day to simulate dif-
ferent conditions in the Delta. Some masks were soaked in the water
without the carrier; some were soaked in the carriers, and some were
placed in the waterproof plastic bage and then placed in the carrier and
soaked. All masks were subjected to CS daily. The CS was produced from
EL9 CS Tactical Canisters which were extrated from a recovered dud E158
munition. The E49 canister produced a cloud of (S for spprasimately six
to 14 seconds. The masks that were tested with wet filters did not
protect the personnel against the CS. No air could be drawn through the
filters, and the CS leaked in from the facepiece. The filters were then
removed and allowed to dry from 12-24 hours each and tested with CS again.
During each subsequent test performed with dried filters, test personnel
were completely protected against the (S. It was aliso found that the Ml
Waterproof Plastic Bag was an excellent means of keeping the mask dry
from external moisture.

RECOMMENDATION. That when the filters of the ABC M-17 mask become
wet the filters be removed and allowed to dry and then be replaced. into
the mask. That the M1 waterproof plastic bag be used to protect the
ABC M-17 mask from molsture as prescribed. That the ABC M-17 mask be
worn in the prescribed shoulder or under-arm carry, instead of the hip
carry, in order to place the mask as far above. a water source as possible.

(2) Employment of the M-548 Cargo Carrier.

OBSERVATION, The M=548 full track cargo carrier is extremely well
suited for p3lta operations, and it has expedited combat supply.
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LVALUATION. It has been found that the M-548 cargo carrier with
its cross country mobildity capabilities can greatly improve the combat
resupply of line units. The vehicle is not restricted to roads; it has
the ability to bypass road blocks and is capable of reaching locations
that were farmerly inaccessible by any other means than air. The 5-60
Inf(M) has employed these vehicles to great advantage. The vahicles
assigned to the battalion support platoon transportation section were
able to resupply the forward rifle companies from the battalion trains
area located in Tan An South, to the units operating in the vicinity of
¥ Tho. Traveling across rice paddies and dikes from the clossst road-
way. the vehicles on a daily basis affected unit distribution directly
to the rifle companies,

RZCOMMENDATION. That maneuver battallons currently operating in
the Delta region without this vehicle be permitted to request the M=548
cargo carrier through appropriate channels when in the opinion of the
battalion commander a need far the employment of this vehicle exists.

(3) collapsibie Water Jugs.

OBSERVATION, Five galion water Jjugs oftern collapse when filled to
their capacity from the stress endured.

EVALUATICN. The plastic collapsible water jug permits maximum
quantities of fluids to be transparted in a container of minimum
weight. However, the weight of the water causes considerable stress
on the vlastic material when the jugs are filled, which in turn sub-
sequently causes the iugs to collapse and break after frequent use,
A two and one-half (23) gallon capacity collapsible jug, made of the
same composition, would be more practical in terms of reducing the
stress on the plastic material,

RECOMMENDATION. That a two and one-half (23) gallon capacity
plastic water jug be procured for field use.

(k) Llogistical Support for Armored Units.

OBSERVATION. The logistical requirements of an armored cavalry
squadron are uniq'a in an infantry division, and the type of infantry
division found in I CTZ (e.g. 101st Abn Div, 1st Cav Div (AM) and 1st
and 3d Mar Div) doves not have the necessary equipment or demand
histories for parts to fully support such an organization.

EVALUATION. Transfer of the 3=5 Cav to 1 CTZ has rasulted in a
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degradation of the unit's combat capability through a rising deadline
rate, Tanks and armored personnel carriers (APC) are foreign to the
18t Cav Div (AM) and the 101st Abn Div, and the Marinedivisions have
no APC's. Therefare, the organization of the support elements of these
units has not been readily adaptable to highser eschelon maintenance

and services on armored cavalry vehicles, Replacement parts for these
vehicles were practically nom~existent upon 3-5 Cav's arrival in I CTZ.
Thus, while a cavalry squadronpossesses great tactical mobility when
in the shadow of its rather extensive logistical umbrella provided by
ite parent arganization, a restriction is placed upon all capabilities
of the squadron when it movestoo far from its logistical base.

RECOMMENDATION., That when the Cav squadron is separated a great
distance from its parent unit to a location where no similar argani-
zation exists to provide required logistical suppart, commensurate
maintenance suppart accompany ths unit. This means that an appropriate
raintenance element, complete with a reserve of parts on the authorized
stockage list, must be placed in direct support of and move with the
squadron,

f, (C) Qrganization,
(1) (2). Detachment of 4ir Cavalmy Troo:.
05L32¥ AIICk:  The cetachment of the Air Cavalry Trocp (Troop D)

from the 3=5 Cav Squadron has resulted in.a decrease in the ground
capabilities of the squadron,

EVALUATION: Due to the fluid and wide ranging nature of cavalry
cperations, the role of the air cavalry troop in the armored cavalry
squadron cannot be zatisfactarily fulfilled by miscellaneous helicopters
temporarily in support of the squadron. The problems in command and
control have been solved by the attachment of four OHr23's, but the
squadron has experienced difficulty in finding the enemy, fixing him
with light alrmobile forces, and blocking or screening avenues of
sress witn aerial 1ires until the combat power of the bulk of the
squadron can be brought into play through ground mobility. Conversely,
this ground mobility is also vital to the operations of the air troop,
particuiarly the aero-rifle platoon. This element should not be employed
outside the capabiiity of farces in the area to react to heavy contact,
and tne aquadron provides mare of that capability on an hour-toc-hour
basis than other type units. The conclusion is that the squadron is the
unit most able to utilize the capabilities of the air cavalry troop
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while at the same time protecting the troop's vulnerabilities.

RECOMMENDATION., That the air cavalry troop of the 3-5 Cav Squadren
not be detached in the future, '

N L ‘
v (4) Inadequate Phctograrhic 3ection i ..

«Seove 3Ll The yth oipnal favtalicen . hotographic Facility has
vne nission of providing all black and white photographic coverage
for the 9th Inf Div and attached units, except aerial photography.
This coverage includes the shooting and processing of pictures of
cambat operations, both still and motion picture, public information
functions, intelligence activities, accident investigations, and
identification photographs, The present MTOE calls for one officer,
17 EM and 18 cameras, ten of which are still cameras, and the rest
motion picture cameras. Processing service is provided through the
use of one photographic darkroom group, AN/TFG-7, with two still
photographic lab specialists to process the film,

EVALUATION The present MTOE does not authorize the necessary
personnel and proper equipment required to successafully accomplish
the mission of this facility. For example, the type of cameras
authorized are totally unsuitable for coverage of combat operations
in the Republic of Vietnam. During combat operations cameras easily
become damaged,; and the existing csepair facilities lack the necessary
repair parts and Qualified personnal to repair them. The one 35mm
camera autharized, while suitable in size and format, is too fragile
for use in tactical situations. The other cameras, both 4x5 and 70mm
combat cameras; are too bulky, cumberscne and fragile far use in combat
operations. During combat operations black and white processing is
hindered by a lack of equipment and shortage of lab specialists. The
AN/TFe=7 is physically too small and lacks the adequate space and the
necessary sequivment to remroduce the number of prints required by the
d wvision. It has been detearmined that two still photographers and one
motion picture photographer should be assigned to each brigade as well
as four photographers assigned to provide division base camp coverage.
Due to the inadequacy of the MTQE to provide these personnel, proper
combat photographic coverage cannot be provided.

RECOMMENDATICN. (a) That the MTOE be increased to provide nine
still photographers, four motion picture photographers, six still
photographic lab specialists and one office clerk.

(b) That the authorized photographic equipment be changed to include
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ten 35mn cameras with one 35mm lens, one £Omm lens and one 135mm lens
for each camera. The KS=5 motion picture camera should be deleted and
four KS-10t's (fémm motion picture cameras) added. There should be three
K5-19's {camera, identification polarocid) and one view zamera for studio
work, The different types of cameras are needed to fulfill the diversi-
fied missions assigned this section. Processing equipment should be
increased to allow threée projection printers, two printd.-iers and one
dust proof film drier.

{c) An MTCE was submitted on { Mar 68,
g. (U) Cther.

(1) Unsujtability of the ¥S-6 {70mm Combat Camera) for Tactical
Bmployment, .

OBSERVATION. The 9th Inf Div Photographic Laboratory was issued the
KS-6 prior to deployment to Vietnam. This camerz set includes three
ienses, and a flash unit. After one and one half years of utilization,
the KS-€ has been found to be totally unsuitable for combat photography
in Vietnam,

EVALUATION. The KS-6 is designed to utilize 70mm {ilm in fifty
exposure casettes. It 1ls necessary to carry an eruvty casette for each
full one carried to properly load the camera. This cuts in half the amount
of film the photographer can carry with him. The camera is focused with
a split-image type rangefinder which is easiiy knocked out of adjustment.
The focal plane shutter is made of cloth and is often torn or damaged
causing *he camera to become inoperable. Combat phct.ographers operating
in the Delta region are continually encountering swamps, rice paddies,
amd marshes, terrain which zauses the KS~6 to guickly rust and corrode,
necessicating frequent cleaning which is often impossible under tactical
situaticns. The camera is spring operated, wound by a hand crank and is
extremely susceptible to jamming, thereby rendering the camera inoperable.
Due ¢o0 inadequate repair parts, facilities and trained personnel, - he
camera usually cannot be repaired ir Vietnam, Probably this camera's
main disadvantage is its physical size. It has been found to be entirely
too tilky amd cumbersome for the support of combat operations.

RESOMMENDATIONS. That the 70mm be used as a combat camera only when
other cameras are not avallabla. 35mm still cameras should replace the
70mm combat camera, due to their sturdier construction, relative inexpen-
siveness, sase .: operation, and small physical size. These 35mm cameras
are easier to naintain, and & greater amount of film and accessories
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can be carried to the field.

(2) Rstatable Antennas for Tracking the MRF C_and C Ship,

OBSERVATION. Maintaining VHF communications with the USS Benewsh as
it moves up and down rivers and waterways is a difficult and dangerous
task,

EVALUATION. Since the activation of the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF),
considerable difficulty has been experienced in maintaining very high
frequency (VHEF) communications with the USS Beneweah as it moves from
location to location. The current procedure calls for two men to climb
the AB=-216 communication tower at Dong Tam and rotate the VHF antenna
in accordance with instructions received from an operator located inside
the VHF rig on the ground. This operator watches his received strength
level meter and directs the movement of the antenna via an AN/PRC-25
radio to obtain & maximum signal level reading. This procedure is
extremely dangerous due to high frequency voltage on the transmitting
antenna and the height of the antenne, about 160 feet. During the
monsoon season the problem of tracking the USS Benewah is further
compounded by high winds and rein thereby increasing the possibility of
serzous injury or death to the persommel on the tower. To solve this
problem a rotatable antenna utilizing & heavy duty antenna rotor obtained
from the division MARS statlcn has been constructed, This unit can be
easily controlled from the ground and is now ready for operational em-
ployment.

RECOMMENDATION., That six additional anterma rotors be procured for
the signal battalion tc be mounted in alternate locations around the
periphery of areas designated for future MRF operations. Additional
rotors were requested under INSWIE action on 10 Apr 68 through 9th Inf
Div to USARV,
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3, (C) Section 3; Headquarters; Department of the Army Survey Informe-
tion: Lesscns Learned from Employment of Tactical Cover and Deception.

8. (C) Introduction of Stay=-behind Patrols.

OBSERVATION. It is highly desirable that recormaissance and conmbat
petrols be introduced into an area without the knowledge of any civilians
or snemy forces in the grea., A typical method is to have a company leave
behind & platoon during a routine operation,

EVALUATION. The following teohniques were developed to aid in cover
and deception:

(1) Introducing a patrol to an assigned area from a direction other
than the normai base cemp area by "PLANTING" the patrol in an ARVN or
RF/PF outpost. Two of these ruses resulted in contsct with the enemy.

(2) Inserting the patrol with a larger force and then extracting the
cover force with the same number of aircraft utilized in the originel in-
sertion by thimning out the losds and using smoke to screen the extrac-
tion.

(3) Use of Qummy radioc transmissions indicating the stay~behind unit
is in fact extracting and closing home station.

(4) Heavy emphssis was placed on light and noise disoipline.

RECOMMENDATION. Units adopt these techniques as desired; however,
patterms should not be set.

b. (C) Base Camp Defense Ruses.

OBSERVATION, Enemy forces have detailed maps and information on
friendly outposts and baese camps. An excellent map of the Rach Kien base
camp was captured from the Viet Cong.

EVALUATION. Construction of dummy bunkers, hidden firing positions,
frequent changes to the defense plan and aliowances for the enemy's
knowledge in planning reaction force movement and defensive fires will
a@id in thwarting the enemy. False maps of the base can be discarded in
concession areus and waste baskets, Positioning of APC's, radar; tanks,
twin 40's, quad 50's, and searchlights after dark and frequent changes
will frustrate the enemy.
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RECOMMENDATION. Deception and cover be continually applied to base
camp defense programs.

¢, Airmobile Feints.

OBSERVATION. Tactical cover and deception have not been particularly
successful in ist Bde operations,

EVALUATION. On 6 Mar an airmobile feint was conducted north of Cai
Lay in support of the initiation of Operation TRUONG CONG DINH the fol=
lnwing day. It did not appear to have any great effect on the enemy re-
astion since the actual operational area was located 15 kilometers north-
east of My Tho, The enemy was believed to have withdrawn to the east to-
ward Go Cong. It is possible that the feint did cause enemy movements,
but to» what extent is not known at present., A second feint was oonducted
by 2-60 Inf to compliment an sirmobile operation on 8 Apr. Significant
contacts were not established in the objective area. Again; it is diffi-
cult to assess the value unless POW's are taken, or valid post operation-
al intelligence is made available.

RECOMMENDATION. The idea of tactical cover und deception is an ef-
factive counter-intelligence method, It is felt that feints closer to
ithe cbjective area would have & much grester effact on enemy movements.
This 1dea deserves greater study and use with stress on feinting on mul=-
tiple LZ%s and varying the distance of the feint from the suspscted tar-
get.

d. Deception Measures Employed by the MRF.

OBSERVATION. During the reporting period the enemy employed sophis-
4icated electronic and receiver/transmitter equipment to intercept; jam,
mcnitor arnd transmit on the 2d Bde's command and operation and intelli-
gence nets, The enexyr's activities were decigned nct only to intercept
the brigade’s communications but also to gein information in detail of
romtat operations. Several measures were employed to deceive the enemy
of actual sitvations and activities cccurring during the conduct of
operstions. Thoge deceptive measures employed included:

(1) Sporadic disseminstion of "fake" operation crders throughout an
area by aircraft.

Dissemination of deceptive radio transmissions of tactical in-
for .n concerning deployment/employment ¢f forces. Schemes of

Page 77
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AVDE-MH 12 May 68
SUBJECT: Operationsl Report of 9tk Infantry Division for Period Ending
30 April 1968, BCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

maneuvers were tranamitted in the clear to confuse the enemy as to actual
plmﬂ.

(3) Requesting two or more areas of operations (A0) for each opera-
tion plamned,

(4) Employment of artillery and air strikes in areas other than the
"tm" Ao.

(5) Deceptive movement of river assault crafts to and throughout
wvatervaye in areas other than the intended AC.

(6) Overflight of deception A0 by OH-23 aimratt while limiting
reconnaissance of actual AO,

(7) Colaboration with sector and distriot advisors to pess deceptive
information as to actual AO,

EVALUATION., Although the countermeasures smployed were generally
basic in nature, they vere effectiva.

RECOMMENDATION. None.

28 Incl
1. Yth Inf Div Orgenization/
Tesk Organization and Unit

Locations
i hoster—eof—Key Rerscnnel—

3, Taotical Area of Interest (TACI)
4. Personnel and Administration Data
5. Enemy Unit Locations
6, Artillery Support
7. G=3 Air Operational Supvort Chart
+ n ——— o __|=~Withdrawn, HQ, DA
40— FVRAF-Support-- '
$+—Bese Operationg
%—MMWM
13. 24 Bde ORLL
14. 3d Bde ORLL (Inclosure 6 only)
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%ﬁ AVDE-MH et wia, i
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division {-.r rexi 3 ind.s
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

T

OAR—©OperstionRILEY {4s¢-Bde)Withdrawn, HQ, DA
©4—O60AR—OperationCORONABO-X—{2dBde)}— Withdrawn, HQ, DA; pub sep as 68X042
B2 COAAROperstionCORONADO-XF—{2d—Bde) Withdrawn, HQ,DA; pub sep as 68X043
za—emn—oisﬂmn—%uomm—(—zd—mo)ﬂithdrawn HQ,DA;pub sep as 68X044
247—C0MAR—Operetion ENFERFRISE--34-Bde)Withdrawn, HQ, DA
25— COAAR—Operation-QUYBE-THANG(3d—Bde)Withdrawn, HQ, DA; pub sep as 68X046
26—90*&—9,«.4&&—\«93@3—(-5-5-0“-)— Withdrawn, HQ. DA

Withdrawn, HQ, DA
H%Hw&tm—mmwthdram: HQ, DA
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AVFBC-RE-H (12 May 68) 1st Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266

THRU: Commanding General, US Amy Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander, US Ammy Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT, APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Amy, Wahington, D.C. 20310

1. Subject report is forwarded,

2, This cormand has reviewed the attached Operational Report-Lessons

Learned of the 9th Infaatry Division, Volume I and II, and concurs with
itO

FOR THE COMMANDER:

/e/0. B. Fory
/t/0. B. FORY
1LT, AGC
Asst AG

ARTHUR K ARNOLD
CPT, GS .

Op Off, Doc Br, DST Div
OACofS, G3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (12 May 68) 2d Ind (C) CPT Arnold/ms/LBN 4485
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 JUL 1968

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Hsadgquarters,
9th Infantry Division.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a, Refersnce item concerning medical assistance to local Vietnamese
hospitals, page 57, paragraph 2a(3): Nonconcur, Assistance of this type
is part of the mission of the Province Health Assistance Program (PHAF)
conducted by USAID,

b. Reference item concerning Xenon Infrared Search Light, page 59,
paragraph 2b(4). A message was prepared and dispatched by this head-
quarters recommending BOI for Xenon Search Lights as one per APC in
armored, mechanized armored cavalry scout units,

¢. Reference item concerning Utilization of Wire Team, page 59,
paragraph 2b(5). The Signal Support Operations Company deployed under
MTOE 11-39E, USCONARC 1/67 dated 12 August 1966. Under this MTCE, the
company is authorized six cable teams, The division base was not stand-
ardized because of ite impending riverine configuration. When the unit
is reconfigured, eight cable teams should be included in the MTQOE that

is developed,

d, Reference item concerning the use of CS against bunkers, page 61
paragraph 2b(9): Concur. Operational quantities of the experimental
version of the Cartridge, 4Omm, Tactical CS, have been requested pending
iype classification of an improved cartridge,

e, Relerence item concerning ground surveillance radar training, page
66, paragraph 2¢(1): Nonconcur. The recommendation that all infantrymen
receive ground surveillance radar training is not feasible. School
trained radar operators can best bs supplemented by personnel at the unit
level, where training can be conducted in view of specific needs, envi-
romment, area of operations, and mission of the unit, As an interim
measure before school trained operators becomes available in-country,
USARV has established a GSR training team which is available to the Field
Forces and Provisional Corps Vietnam.

8l
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVMGC-DST (12 May 68) 2d Ind (C)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of $th Infantry Division for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-£5 (Ri1) (U)

f. Reference item concerning Military Intelligence Detachment lan~
guage capability, page 68, paragraph 2d(2): Concur. The present short-
age of linguists throughout USARV has precluded the assignment of the
desired number of linguists to MID'a. Beginning in September 1968; a
considerable increase in the input of US linguists is expected. The
organization of division MID's within USARV has recently besn stand-
ardized at a strength of 96; included in this standard organization is
a requirement for 46 linguists (11-0ff, 4-WO, 31 EM), These linguists
have been included in the FY 1971 projected requirements and it was
recomended that 29 of these linguists be graduates of the 47-week
course, 13 be graduates of the 32-week courae, and 4 be graduat.es of
the 12-week course.

2. Reference item concerning air to ground surveillance, page 69,
paragraph 2d4(5).

(1) Twenty-one 2.2 XW Airborne Xenon Searchlights (AN/ASS-1) were
received in July 1967. 9th Infantry Division was issued one for eval-
uation, Although a formal evaluation was not conducted on these search~
lights, general comments gathered by ACTIV were not favorable. A
lightweight 30 KW Xenon Searchlight (white light only) is expected to
arrive in a few months for evaluation, This system, without IR capabil-~
ity, may prove to be a better system.

(2) The value of fabricating a permanent mount to assist in provid-
ing a stable support for the starlight scope is questionable since
vibrations of the aircraft will be transmitted directly to the scope
and may render it unusable.

h., Reference item concerning five gallon water Jjugs, page 71, para-
graph 2e(3): Nonconcur, A three gallon, free drop water container is
currently available in the supply system.

i. Rererence item concerning logistical support for armored unit,
page 71, paragraph 2e(4): Concur. Recommend the parent organization
attach commensurate maintenance support from the Division Base to pro-
vide required logisticsl support and deploy the unit complete with
attached maintenance capability to include ASL drawn from the division
basic load, Nondivisional Direct and General Maintenance Support
requirements are available in I CTZ, Appropriate coordination for
DS/GS maintenance support should be effected with the CG, Da Nang
Support Command,
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AVHGC~DST (12 May 68) 2d Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 9th Infantry Diviaion for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR (R1) (U)

J« Reference item concerning the detachment of the alr cavalry
troop, page 72, paragraph 2f(1): Concur. MNaximum combat effective-
ness is obtained when the cavalry squadron is employed as a complete
tactical unit.

k, Reference item concerning inadequate photographic section,
MTOE, page 73, paragraph 2f(2): Concur. An increase is justifiable.
in view of the operational use being made of the photographic section.

1. Reference item concerning unsuitability of the KS-6 combat
camera for tactical employments, page 74, paragraph 2g(1l). Comments
in this paragraph and in paragraph 2f(2) on authorized combat cameras
in general appear overly severe in view of the fact that other units
find them satisfactory. It is possible that operator unfamiliarity
with equipment and carelessness in handling might be contributing
causes, Recommend that units submit unsatisfactory equipment reports
in accordance with provisions of TM 38-750., It should be noted that
the KS=6 and KS-l4 cameras are being replaced in the system,

n. Reference item concei-ning rotatable antennas for tracking the
MRF C and C ship, page 75, paragraph 2g(2): Concur. The following
action has been taken to procure the subject items:

(1) USAECOM was contacted to determine if suitable replacement
items were available in the supply system,

(2) 4An ENSURE request is now being processed for operational
quantities,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

€S. NAKATSU ASK
Captain, AGC

Copies furnished: Assistant Adjutant General

HC,',- %h Tnf Div
HQ, II FFCRCEV
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” GPOP-DT (12 May 68) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 9th Inf Div for Period Ending
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

BQ, US Army, Pacific, APO Sen Francisco 96558 1 9 JUL 1363

TO: Assistant Chief of Steff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This hesdquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments snd concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIER:

K. F. OSBOURN
MAJ, AGC
Asst AG
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30 April 1968

ORGANIZATION
ASSIGNED UNITS
HHC 9th Inf{ Div 45th Inf P1t SD
HHC 18t Bde 18t Air Boat Flat
HHC 2d Bde 2d Air Boat Plat ~
HHC 34 Bde E/50th Inf (LRP)
HHB Div Arty Task Force Forsyth
2-39 Inf Task Force Funston
3=39 Inf HHC & Band, DISCOM
4=39 Inf 9th S&T Bn
2-47 Inf (M) 709th Maint Bn
3=~47 Inf 9th Med Brn
4=-47 Inf Reliable Aoademy
2-60 Inf 9th MI Det
3-60 Inf 39th Chem Det
§=50 Inf (M) 19th Mil Hist Det
3=5 Cav 47th Mil Hist Det
6=31 Inf 18th PI Det
1=-11 Arty 19th PI Det
2~4 Arty 65th Inf Plat /Jombat Tracker)
1=-84 Arty ATTACHED UNITS
3=-34 Arty 11th ACR
9th Avn En 335¢h RRC
15th Engr Bn 137th Med
9th Sig BEn 5=2 Arty (AWSP) (Ds)
9th MP Co OPCON U. _I'S
434 Inf P1lt SD Roval Thai Army Volunteer

Regitent (RTAVR)
2=3 Inf

DOWNGRADED AT THREE YEAR INTERVALS
IECLASSIFIET AFTER TWELVE YEARS
Inclosure ‘ig DOD DIR- 5200.10

CONFIDPENTIAL
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9 CONFIDENTVAL e

Tsak Organization and Unit
Locations as of Q600H

gth Inf Div Main BEARCAT YT 1600

D/3=5 Cav BEARCAT YT 1600

9th Inf Div Fwd DONG TAM XS 4143

15 Engr Ba (~) DONG TAM X5 4143

9th Inf Div Arty BEARCAT YS 1799
184 Arty (=) DONG TAM XS 4143
A/1-84 Arty BEARCAT S 1699 '.

B/1-84 Arty (4 Tubes) FSPB PARKER XS 2051

(2 Tubes) FRENCH FORT XS 8962

C/1-84 Arty (3 Tubes) TAN AN XS 5565

(3 Tubes) FSPB SMOKE Xs 1971

D/1~84 Arty (2 Tubes) LONG TEANH YS 1292

(2 Puves) FSPB PARKER XS 2051

A/7-8 Arty (GSR) HER LUC XS 6376

7-9 Arty (-) (GSR) BEARCAT YS 1699

0/7-9 Arty FSPB GREY YS 2093

D/2-13 Arty (GSR) KHHA EE XS 9182

B/1=27 Arty (GSR) FSPB SMOKE Xxs 71977

DOWKGBAYED AT THREE YEAR IRTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER TWELVE YEARS
Incl 1b DOD DIR 5200.10

1

CONFIDENTIAL

7




~ CONFI\DENTIAL
OPERATION PEOPLES ROAD (LUONG CUA DAN)

18t Bde
2-39 Inf (=) FSFB MOORE
A/2-39 Inf
B/2=39 Inf FSPB LAMBERT
| E/2-39 Inf
| 6/5-60 Inf (M) FSPB LAMBER?
’ 2-60 Inf (=) MY PBUOC TAY
A/2-60 Inf
B/C/2-60 Inf
1=-11 Arty () (DS3) DONG TANM
4/1=11 Arty FSPB MOORE
B/1=11 Arty MY PHUOC TAY
C/1-11 Arty DONG TAM
OFERATION TRUONG CONG DINE
2nd Bde MRB
447 Inf (=) MRB
4/4~47 Inf
C/E/4-47 Inf _
3-47 Int (~) MRB

LY
C ONFIDENTIAL

30 April 1968 92.

XS 4049
XS 2650
XS 2955
XS 3349

2449

3349

2337
2358
4143
XS 2650

Xs
xs
XS 2059
xS
xS
XS

&

2059
XS 4143

XS 4041
XS 4041
XS 3543
XS 3544
XS 4041

» .
e sty

okl




8/3-47 Int
B/3-47 Inf
C/3~47 Inf
E/3-47 Inf

3=34 Arty (=) (Atch 2na Bde)

A/3=34 Arty
C/3~34 Arty
OPERATIOR TOAR TEANG
3d Bde

3-39 Inf ()
4/3=39 Int (=)
B/3-39 Iaf ()
C/3=39 Inf (=)

5=60 Inf (M) (=)
4/5-60 Int

4=39 Inf (<)
A/4<39 Inf
B/4-39 Ing

2=3 Inf (=)
B/D/2~3 Inf

6-31 Inf (-)
A/6-31 Inf

CONEIDENTIAL

TAN AN

BRACH KIEX
FRERCH FORT
AN NHUT TAN

NHA BE
TAN TRU
CAT LaAX
FGPB SMOKE
PB DAGGER
BINH CHANH

CONFI(DE NTIAL
88

30 April 1968
XS 3140
XS 4547
XS 4049
XS 3749
XS 2939
XS 1342
XS 3140

Xs 5565
XS 7470
XS 8961
XS 6667
Xs 8977
X5 6376
XS 6472
XS 9182
X5 6562
XS 9687
XS 7977
XS 8082
Xs 7279
xS 6376
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30 April 1968 ‘

C/6=31 Inf : X5 6472
D/6-31 Inf XS 7481 _ ‘
E/6-31 Inf X5 7080
/15 Zngr En TAN AN XS 5565 :
2-4 Arty (DS) TAN AN XS 5565 i
A/2-4 Arty (=) (4 Tubes) RACH KIEN XS 469

(2 Tubes) BEN LU X3 6376 ;

B/2-4 Arty (=) (I, Tubes) BINH PHUOC Xs 6155

(2 Tubes) BEN LUS XS 6562

C/2-4 Arty (-) (4 Tubes) TAN TRU X5 6562 !n

(2 Tubes) TAN AN XS 5565

A/2-40 irty {US 2-3 Inf) FSPB SNOKE XS 7977 :,
RTAVR BEARCAT YT 1601 ?
2/RTAVR Ys 1082
3/RTAVR YS 1486 3
L/RTAVR YS 1484 ,
Btry RTAVR (D3) ¥S 1286 !
TF Forsyth BEARCAT Y5 1799 :
2=47 Inf (M) (~) YT 0802 "
A/2-47 Inf (M) BTHH SN Y5 2193 :‘

89
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30 April 1968

B/2=47 Inf (M) YT 0900

B/15 Bngr Bn BEARCAT YT 1600

OPERATICN HOFTAC 1

TF Funston DONG TAM LS 4143
3-60 Inf (=) JONG TAK XS 4143
B/3-60 Inf VINH KIM XS 3644
C/3-60 Inf F3PB PARKER 2S5 2051
E/3=60 Inf XS 4345
Ren/5-60 Inf (M) DONG TAM XS L4143
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CONFIDENTIAL 5 sesz 1968

Personnel and Administration Data (U)

1. (C) Haintenance of Unit Strength:

a, Division Strength:
(Comparison as of 1 Feb 68 - 30 Apr 68)

OFFICERS ENLISTED
Authorigzed Assigned Authorized Assigned

Feb 1206 1209 15000 872
Mar 1208 1201 15002 15291
Apr 1265 1260 15913 15888

(Strergth by Month)
Autharized Assigned Present for Duty
OFF WO ENL OFF WO  ENL OFF WO ENL
Feb 1023 183 15000 1061 148 14872 1211 162 14999
Mar 1025 183 15002 1048 153 15291 1194 165 15092
Apr 1081 184 15913 1106 154 15888 1202 153 15809

b. Galns:
OFF WO EM AGG

Feb Sk 6 1393 1453

Mar 89 9 1739 1837

Apr 93 7 2170 2270
DOANGRADED AT 3 YR TNTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YRS

Incl 4 ?Z- DOD DIR 5200,10

CONFIDENTIAL




¢, Casualties:

OFF
Feb 21
Mar 8
Apr 3

Feb -

d. Analysis of Casualties:

S&D
Defense
Convoy
Patrol
Base Areas

In Flight

——

Ambush
Attack

Other

CONFIDENTIAL

30 April 1968 9%

72

CONFIBENTIAL

KHA WHA
Wo EM OFF wo EM
142 9% L 1279
104 4o 676
105 33 L 521
NBD NBI
W0 EM OFF WO EM
- 1 - - -
- N - - 43
SMALL BOOBY
MINES ARMS MCRTAR TRAPS SNIPER
88 1047 117 252 46
10 hIA 112 1
67 23 31 1
12 37 30 9 1
1 7 478 1
5 1 2 i
3 4 1
1 2 71
26 47 15 31 3

OTHER

234

20

oW v w0

36

iy
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CONFIDENTIAL
30 April 1968
{situation)

KHA WHA
Mortar 72 787
Mines A 174
Small Arms 190 998
Booby Traps 15 180
Sniper 17 36
Ot her 26 300

(Location of Wound)

KHA wHA
Leg 14 897
Arm 5 778
Head 150 380
Chest 78 78
Stomach 19 Ly
Other 64 257

2. (U) Personnel Management:

a, An artillery lieutenant infusion program was successfully
completed with the 108th Artillery Group. This action reduced a
September rotational hump within the Division Artillery. Another
infusion program is being planned with the ist Infantry Division to
reduce an October rotational hump for artillery lieutenants.

b. The assignment of a complete new infantry battalion will
cause & rotational hump during March of 1969. Intra-division infusion

will begin during the month of August and continue until the rotatiocnal
peak is within the USARV standard.

g
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30 April 1968
3. (U) Development and Maintenance of Maralse:

a, Morale continues to be high in all units.
b, Special Services Activities.
(1) rFacilities:

(a) Swimming Pool ~ The swimming pool at Dong Tam received direct
mortar hits on 7 February 1968, causing extensive damage to the liners.
It was repaired and reopened; however, & new liner is on order and should
arrive on ar about 15 June 1963,

(b) cCraft Shop - The Craft Shop at Dong Tam was farmally opened on
12 February 1968. The shop includes facilities for woodwork, photography
development, and a sales outlet. On 18 February 1968, the sales outlet
received a direct mortar hit, The damage was not extensive, and the out~-
let reopened within a few days,

(¢) Golf Course - An eighteen hole miniature golf course was erected
at Dong Tam RBase. OQpening day was 5 April 1968.

(d) Library - A 4,000 square foot air conditioned library was opened
on 13 Pebruary 1968 at Dong Tam Base. On 18 February 1968, it received
direct hits from mortar and recoilles rifle fire. The library was re-
paired and reopened within a few days.

(e) Service Club - The Service Club at Dong Tam Base received direct
hits from martar fire on 7 February 1968 and 8 February 1968, However,
it remained open during repairs.

(2) Zntertainment:

(a) US0C Handshake Tours., DATZE
Professicnal Footcall Players % Feb &8
Robert Bray 10 Feb 68
&d Besley 25 Mar 68
Cal Tinney 12-14 Apr %8

(o} USO Shows

Berri lee - Melody Zngle Magic Show 5 Apr 68

95
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! 30 Apr 1968
RFD Hollywood Show ) 22 Apr 68

(3) Rest an Recuperation Allocation and Utilization:

MONTH  ALLOCATION TOTAL USED % OF UTILIZATION

Feb 1h02; 1086 77.5
Mar 1299 1114 83.1
A 1265 1199 95.6

Percent of utilization was low because of the peak rotation
period and the Tet Offensive,

(L) Sparts. Softball - A new softball field, located at 5th and G
streets, Bearcat, was campleted for the division softball season which
began on 15 February 1968 and ended 13 April 1968, Twenty one teams par-'
ticipated in the program with the 709th Maintenance Battalion winning the
division championship followed by the 9th Administration Company placing
second,

¢. Postal Services, During this quarter, mail and financial business
of AP0 96370 reached its peak and subsequently began to decline for the
first time since the arrival of the 9th Infantry Division in Vietnam,
Air delivery to Tan An to sevice troops of the 3d Brigade was initiated
using Air Force C7A (Caribou) aircraft. A permanent finance unit was
established aboard the USS Benewah to sevice personnel of the Mobile
Riverine Force (MiF). A mobile finance service to other ships of the
MAF was also initiated. The manning level of the Dcng Tam finance unit
was increased to cope with the large number of units relocating to that
area. A new AG administration replacement mail room was opened at the
Reliable Academy. This is staffed by personnel of APC 96370 and delivers
mail daily to incoming repla:ements. A method of screening incoming and
outgoing parcel post for contraband was initiated at APO 96370. This was
such a success in the 9th Inf Div that it was soon adopted by USARV as
standard operating procedures for all USARV postal units. The 48th
Army Postal Unit (AFU) arrived and began a period of training under
the technical supervision of AFO 96370 personnel, The 48th APU, opera-
ting AFO 96370, will serve non-divisional units assigned to Bearcat. The
Tet Offensive resulted in a three day curtailment of mail service for
the $th Inf Div. However, through coordinated utilization of available
air and ground transportation assets, normal mall service was resumed within
the 9th Inf Div prior to most other postal operations in USARV.

7



d. Awards and Decoration.

30 April 1968 oy

Awards issued (i February 1968 - 30 April

s gt eSO O ED |

19&)1

UNIT MM DSC S5 LM DFC SM BS(V) BS AM(V) AM ACM(V) ACM PH
1st Bde 2 13 1 5 I
2d pde 1 3 3 5 1

3d pde 3 7 10 2 1 13
2/39 Inf 1 15 18 1 10 191
3/39 Inf 5 1 16 29 83 14 23 123
4/39 Inft 5 5 10 8 23 30
2/L7 Inf 16 L8 17 5 31 105
3/47 Inf 21 52 15 1 29 12 175
L/LT Inf 2 2 12 12 50 9 39 115
2/60 Inf 13 21 29 82 49 31T M
3/60 Inf 29 5 66 20 2 37 21 195
5/60 Iaf 9 2 43 17 22 13 11 227
335 Rad Res (o 1

39 Cml Rad Det 3 1

18 PI Det 1 1

9 MI Det 2 8 5

19 Ml Hist Det 2

43 Inf Plt 1 2

45 Inf P1t . 1
Div Arty 1 2 8 25 2 8 2
1/11 Arty 1 1 L 5 25 8
2/4 Arty 20 12 2 3L 31 34
3/3L Arty 8 1 14, 4 2 32 31 10
1/84 Arty 2 L 13 2 2 N
HHCBD 1 4 1 17 1
9 Admin 9 A 3
95 &1T 2 3 1" 1

. Ay




108 30 April 1968

UNITT MH DSC SS 1M DFC SM Bs(V) BS AH{V) AM ACH{V) ACM PH
9 ¥ad L 6 3 2 36 1
709 Maint 1 43
9 Avn 6 1 2 12 K36 35 6 ]
3/5 Cav L 6 7 26 1 1A 29 5 151
15 Engr 1 1 L 12 1 2 45 27
9 sig 2 3 4 1 35 18
9 MP 8 6 1 9 11 1
HHC Div 4 4 9. 9 1 32 6
E Co 50 Inf 3 19 3 6
11 ACR 6 2 50 54 4 160 21 11 8
1097 Trams 1 2 1 1
OTHFR 1 3 5
TOTAL 1 139 1 12 19 419 378 23 1134, 335 827 1554
GRAMD TOTAL: L4842 {
e. Reiigious Services:

Gatholi~z Jewish Protestant Totals
Number
of Services 550 34 983 1,567
Attendancs 19,012 659 32,179 51,850
Memorial
Services 23 o 102 125
Hospital
Visits 23% 0 £70 705

75




\ 30 April 1968 'a’
There are no Jewish Chaplains assigned to the division; however, Chaplain

Breslau from the 1018t Airborne Division visited Camp Mart 'a Cax on 15-:i8
Fetruary 1968 and Dong Tam Base on 21-25 Pebruary 1968,

S T A, W g SO

f. Red Cross

(1) The Red Cross support rendered during the reparting period was
as follows)

CASES LOANS/ EMERGENCY

HANDIED GRANTS (aMT) LRAVE REPRTS
Pebruary 1251 15 ($2135.00) 147 796
March 1340 11 ($1695.00) 175 963
April 1260 24 ($2675.00) 169 892

(2) The mumber of cases handled each wonth remained constant during
the quarter, averaging slightly more than 1250 per month. There continues
to be a large number of requests for reports of family members in CONUS.
Most of the requests are due to non-receipt of mail or delaysd mail. The
figures shown above are not considered high for a command of this sise,

(3) e & Red Croes Clubmobile girls made a total of 505 visits to
umnits throughout the $th Inf Div during this pericd,

g. HEducation Center

(1) During this quarter the following number of soldiers participated
in the division education program:

GED Tests (completed) 132
GED Tests (1 o mcare

parts) 114
High School Courses 8s
College Courses 230
Technical Cources 8
College Camprshension Test T2

Total Number of Registra-
tions 323

X4




(2)

CONFIDENTIAL

Total Number of Participante 5814

30 April 1968

The following additional educational material and equipment has

been received by ths Education Center:

(a)
(b)
(¢)
(d)

Seven automated reading machines.
New Testing materials, Aptitude Classification Battery.
Reference Materials,

USAFI instructional materials far 25 students in the foliowing

Group Study areass

1.

(LS
«

Lo (C)

- ¥

(1)

English H.S.

Mathematics H.S. = College

Natural Science H.S.

Business H.S. - College

Accounting -~ College

Maintenance of Discipline, Law and Qeder.
Discipline.

Crimes Against Persons and Property: The division has experienced

a decrease in these types of crimes, Statistice are as follows:

Persons and (3 mos) (3 mos)
Property NV DEC JAN TOTAL FEB MAR APR _ TOTAL
Total 35 2L 16 75 18 15 17 50
Murder 0 1 0 1 0 o 0 0
Manslaughter 0 1 0 1 1 o 2

Raps 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 o
Carnal Knwiledge O 0 0 0 0 0 (o} 0
AgZg. Assault 2 1 1 L 5 3 7 15

/690
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Persans and (3 mos) (3 mos)
Propsrty NOV DEC JAN TOTAL FZB MAR  APR  TOTAL
Assault 6 3 1 16 3 7 1 B
Robbery o o o o 0o o0 1 1
Burglary & ;
Housebreaking 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 |
Larceny (over $50)3 2 0 5 A 2 2 8 ?
Larceny (under
$50) 1 0 4 5 L 2 2 8
Wrongful
Appropriation 5 2 2 9 1 0 2 3
Fraud ¢] 0 0 0 0 0 0] 0]
Other 18 12 8 38 (0] 0] 0 0]

(2) Miscellaneocus and Military Offenses: The division has experienced
a significant increase in this category. This indicates a need for in-
creased emphasis by unit commanders in the enforcement of these rules and

regulations,
(3 mos) (3 mos)
NOV DEC JAN TOTAL FZB MAR AFR"  TOTAL

Total Misc
bil Of fenses ik 23 1L 51 16 13 16 45
Disarderly

) Conduct 7 9 5 21 6 6 5 17
Non=Narcotic
Abuse Drugs N g8 0 12 6 2 8 16
Black Market o U 2 2 0o 1 2 3 ; ;
Sexual Offenses 1 2 ] 3 0 0 0 0
Others 2 L i 13 4 4 1 9

10)
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30 April 1968
(3 mos) (3 mos)

NV __DEC JAN _TOTAL FEB _MAR _APR _ TOTAL
Total Military
Of fenses 110 113 77 300 147 184 128 459
AWOL 1 13 5 2 2 2 3
off Limits 12 15 52 15 50 68 89 207
Viclation of
Regulations 23 16 4 13 10 () B 2L
Ot her 37 %] 9 91 52 70 15 140
Weapons Viocla-
tions (Incl in
cthers) 2 2 [ b 4 o 8
Uniform Viola-
tions (Incl
others) 37 34 7 78 26 34 4 T

(3) Traffic Offenses:

mumber of traffic offenses in almost every category.
reduction was noticed in reckless driving (frem 19 to 2).

The division experienced an increase in the

The only eignificant
This increase

in traffic vioclations can be attributed to the increased amount of traffic
on the highways and also to the many convoys moving to and fram Dong Tam.

Statistics are as follows:

Traffic (3 mos) (3 mos)

Offenses NOV DEC JAN TOTAL FEB MAR APR  TOTAL

Total Traffic

Offender (Mil) 87 85 50 222 9 9 77 26

Veh Homicide

Invd mansl (PQV) O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Negligent Homicide

(M) 0 1 2 3 3 0 0 3

Drunk Driving

{Mil) 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 2
102
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Traffic (3 mos) (3 mos)

Of fenses NOV _DEC JAN TOTAL FEB MAR APR _ TOTAL
Reckless Driving

(FOV) 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0
Reckless Driving

(1) 0 0 19 19 1 1 0 2
Speeding (POV) 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 0

Speeding (Mil) 38 36 1 75 30 39 23 92

Other ¥oving
Violations (POV) C 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Other Violations
(except parking)
M1l 13 23 17 53 22 20 29 7

Fleeing Scene of
Accident (Mil) O 2 0 2 0 1 0 1

{4) The prisoner population during this period remained within the
normal range of experience. The division prisoner porulation in the USARV
Stockade 18 49, the same as for the preceding quarter. Of this total, 8
are in pretrial confinement, 7 have been stentenced by gereral court-martial,
33 have been sentenced by special court-martial, and 1 has been sentenced
by summary court-martial. T

(5) Sixty-two CID Reparts of Investigation were received this quarter.
Very noticeable is the number of cases closed this quarter, eix more than
during the preceding quarter.

(3 mos) (3 mos)
CID_Case NV DEC JAN TOTAL FEB MAR _APR _ TCTAL
Opened 27 21 14 62 16 31 15 62
Closed 14 18 13 L5 12 19 20 51

b, Military Justice: During this period, five enlisted members were
tried by general court-martial, This is a decrease of four cases tried by
general court-martial from the previcus quarter. No significant disci-
plinary trenda or problem areas were noted. In same cases more than one
of fense was charged and a breakdown of the offenses charged and tried by
general court-martial during this quarters follows:

183
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Of fenses Charged Number Charged
Involuntary manslaughter: 2
Aggravated Assault: 1
Murder: 2
Attompt to excape from lawful confinement: 1
Conspiracy (to escape frow confinement)s 1
éo Prisoners of Warg

(3 mos) (3 mos)
PAREPRT ___ NOV DEC_ JAN TOTAL FEB MAR _APR __TOTAL
PW' s b 43 22 129 12 54, 58 124
Returnees 2 2 0 4 0 0] 0 - 0

Clvil Defendants 26 52 27 105 23 51 88 162

Innocent Civil-

ians 321 352 272 945 130 269 270 969
Medical Evacuated 0 19 13 32 2 10 2 14
TOTAL L13  L&B 334, 1215 167  38L 418 969

1oy
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Ref to 1150000 Mep |
Series L7014 Sheets }
that comprise TACI :

DOWNGRADLAY AT 3 YEAR INT:RYALS 6228 1, II, III, IV 6330 I, II, III

LECLASSTEIED AFTER 12 YZARS 6328 111, IV 6331 IV ;
TOD DIR 5200,10 6129 1, 1I, III, IV 6430 I, I1II, IV !
6229 I, 1I, 1II, IV 6430 I, II !
6230 111 6431 1 g

6329 1, 11, 111, IV 6530 I, IV
6531 1, 1, III, IV !

Incl § 1
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DOWN GRADED AT THREE
YEAR INTERVALS.
DECLASSIFIED AFTER
TWELVE YEARS

DOD DIR 5200.10
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3C April 1968
ARTILLERY SUPPCRT

b . VAN et 4 e e - 14

SUMMARY OF ROUNDS FIRED H
ARTILLERY WITH THE 9TH INFANTRY DIVISICON i
1 February 68 - 30 April 68 !

DIVISION ARTILIERY .
105mm_HOWITZER 155mm_HOWITZER 8" HOWITZER '
MISSICIS ROUNDS MISSIONS ROUNDS MISSIONS ROUNDS %
15,67 280862 6279 59168 1794 8953

NON-DIVISION ARTILLERY

1050m HCWITZER 155mm_HOWITZER
KISSIONS  ROUNDS MISSIONS  ROUNDS
4859 32738 1737 28234

FIRED IN SUPPQRT OF ARVN - RF/FP

105mm_HOWITZER 155mm HOWITZER
MISSIONS  RCUNDS MISSIONS  ROUNDS
3003 13491 189 3406 ;
|
!
Incl 6 UCWN GRALED AT 3 YEAK INTERVALS 3

DECLAGSIFIED AFTER 12 YeanS
10D CIR 5200,10

07
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30 April 1968
G3 AIR OPiiulyiONAL SUPPORT CHART

MONTH FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL TOTALS .|
MISSIONS 260 28Q 173 113
SQRTIES 502 532 336 1370

| BOMES 367.50 486,25 280,20 1139.25
NAPALM
TONS ) 241,25 187,50 151450 582,25
BLIG

[ DEST _ 446 348 235 1029
BLDG

| DAM 493 __283 193 969
BUNKERS
DEST 360 474 384 1218
BUNKERS
DAM 186 345 244 115
KBA (BC) 26 45 27 98
KBA

{ (Poss) _22 82 _ 80 194
SEC
EXPL 25 | 35 18 8
SAMPANS
DEST 1 25 14 50
SAMPANS

| DAM 1 yi 6 14

DOWNGRADED AT 3YR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YRS

Inclosure 7 DOD 5200- 17

1
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30 April 1968

e e e T

Class V Supply

1 Febtruary - 2, Febr:ary 1968

ITEN AUTH AMOUNT DRAWN
81MY Illum 4,664 4,664

81MM HE 12,950 13,388
105MN HE 75,342 58,428
Gren HD Smk Yel 6,200 4,096

VMine Claymore L7 3,072

1. iilum D WS Clust 955 %9

Sig Illum GD WS Para 927 932

Flare, Surface Trip 8,571 4,432

25 Febriary - 24 March 1968

Mini Gun Ammo 170,679 279,675
LO¥M HE 45,847 36,564
81MM Illum 4,840 1,984
81MM HE 14,355 8,655
105M. HE 72,035 59,202
Gren HD Frag 26,420 12,486
Gren HD Smk Yel 6,370 " 5,814

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIEL AFTER 12 YRS
Incl 8 DOD DIR 5200.10

1094
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ITEM

66MK HE At

Mnc Claymore

Agent (CS-1

Sig Illum GD WS Clust
Sig Illum GD WS Para
Flare Surface Trip
L.2" HEL w/Fuze FD
4o2" Illum

105MM SK wP

Rkt 2.75 HE W/MTR

LOMM IE

B1¥M Illum
81MM¢ HE

105MM HE

TOSMM Ilium
TO5MM 5K WP
L.2% Tilum

thg Prop 8" G3

Gren HD Frag

CONFIDENTIAL
30 April 1968
AUTH AMOUNT DRAWN
2,451 1,126
4,902 2,406
25,370 32,680
980 849
1,633 1,454
12,446 5117
1,788 5,117
1,767 1,520
462 792

Jrawn as Required

25 Yarch thru 24 April 1968

46,562
2,73t
27,308
50,754
2,539
1,271
561
480
19,431

130
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30 April 1968

ITEM AUTH AMOUNT DRAWN
Gren HL Off 850 820

Gren HD 5K Yel 6,320 2,418

Rkt. HE 66MM AT 1,457 1,395

Mine Claymore 2,917 2,107
Chemical CSI 15,440 1bs 15,600 lbs
Sig I1lum GD wS Clus 1,008 552

Sig Illum GD wS Para 1,620 1,07

Flare A/C Para 1,835 L2

Cther Ammunition Drawn

 HOMERCLATURE AMOUNT_TRAWH
Ctg, 81M¥ HE w/o Pi~e 858
Ctg, 81MY SMK WP w/Fuze PD 1,522
Ctg, 81M{ HE w/o Fuze 1,316
stg, 81¥M SMK WP w/Fuze FD 3,060
Ctg, 90¥} Cannister 72
- Ctg, 9OM¥ HB w/Fuze FD 180
Ctg, 9OMM HVAP-T 50
Cta, 9)& HEAT w/Fuze PI12D 658
3
1\
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30 April. 1968

NOMENCLATURE AMOUNT DRAWN

Ctg, 90M¥ Cannister AP f/Rifle 349

Ctg, 105MM Iilum 10,194

Ctg, 105MM Leaflet 436

Ctg, 105MM SKK, HC 2,270

Ctg, 105MM SMK, Red 80

Ctg, 105 SMK, Yellow £€,930

Ctg, 105MM AP w/Fuze M 309

Ctg, 106 MY HEAT f/rifle 50

Ctg, 106M HEP-T f/rifle 362

otg, 4.2" Mortar HE w/Fuze PD 18,582

Ctg, L.2" Mortar HE w/o Fuze 3,096 S

Ctg, L4.2" Mortar Illum 3,206 — T

Ctg, L.2" Mortar SMK, WP, PWP 994

Cte, 4.2 Mortar SMk, WP 822 {

Proj, 155¥ Illum 2,168

Chg, Prop, 155MM White Bag 16,775

Proj, 155M¢ HE w/o Ffuze 58,959

Proj, 8" HE w/o Fuze 9,C32 )
Iy =
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Experimental Ammunition DJuring Period

——
—
o
L g A ‘”w.“,"ln.‘m

HOMECLATURE AuTH DRAWN

CLg, LOMM Multishot 8,277 3,240

ctg, LOMM TS 776 648

Tactical CS Launcher E-8 463 212

Ctg, 90OMM RR, HE 190 110 ‘

Ctg, he2" CS 500 520 {

5ig, SMK White 3,831 720

sig, SKK, Green 6,174 1,502 |

Sig, SMK, Red 1,392 788

sig, SMK, Yellow 1,494 751

Aerial SMK Marker, white 107 32

Aerial SMK Marker, Colcred 116 0

E~-1358 Cannister Cluster 86 73

Cap, Desensitizing Fuze, XM5 1,168 1,168

Ctg, 106MM, AFERS 9L8 660
i
]
;

5
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DEPARTMENT OF THE »RMY
HEADQUARTERS, 2ND BRIGADE, $TH INFANTRY DIVISION
AP0 SAN FRaNCISCO 96372

AVDE-Q?]’[Hﬂl 29 upril 1968

SUBJECT: oOperationel Report of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division
for Period Ending 30 .oril 1968, Report Control Symbol
CSFOR-65 (R1)

TdRUs Commanding General
9th Infantry Division
APO Sen Frencisco 96370

TO1 assistant Chlef of Staff for Force Development
Department of the lLrmy
leshington, D, C, 20310

Heferecncet AR 525-15, dated 26 Jenuary 1968

SECTION I
Operations: Silgnificant Letivities

1, (C) Introduction:t The MOBILE RIV..AIuE FOuCk (MRF) is a Joint
tegk force coxroscd of RIVER FLOTILL. ONE and c¢lements of the 2nd
Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, Thec ..rmy eclement 'is composed of
Headquarters and Headquarters Comnany, 2nd Brigrde, two infantry
mancuver battnlions, and a dircect sup-ort artillery battalion. The
Brigede's third meneuver battalion is used to provide a security
force at DONG T.k Base Cemp, Erch mencuver battelion spends approx-
imatcly two months with the MRF and then apnroximetely one month
wnder the oper-tional control of Tesk Force Funston at DONG TuiM.
The MRF nporpally engages . in strike oper~tions lasting normaily
from one to three deys, During the period covered by this report,
the MRF hes oper-ted in 8ix vrovinces of the MEKONG DeLT..: LONG
N, GO CONG, DInH TUOLG, ¥Iki HO., VINA LONG, and PdOwG DINH., The
2nd Brigode uas involved in ccmbat operctions during the entire
period with the exception of 13 to 1ELFcbruary 1968, when the MBF

DOWNGRDED .7 3 YeudS INTERV..LS
Tuel 13 DECL.owIFIED ..FiER 12 YE.35
N DOD DIR 520010

1y
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for Perlod Ending 30 April o8, Report Control Symbol
CSFOR-65 (R1)

moved from DONG Tali to CaN THO and & to 6 March 1968, when tho MRF
returned to DONG Tain from Cad THC. Training was conducted concur-
rently with comb2t operstions and during periods when the battalions
were rotated on base defense at Dong Tam or preparing for futurce
operations,

2, (C) oOracnizaticns

a, As prevliously stated in paragravh 1 of this report, the
Army component of the Mobile Riverince Force consists of the Brigade
Headquertoers and Headquarters Company, two of its three mancuvey
battalions and a dircct supnort artillery bettalion minus one firing
battery, The Briazzde's third mencuver bettelion is ¢mployed as &
security forece at DONG Tall Base -~ the 9th Infantry Division Forward
Commend Post, The third ertillery battery is dircct supoort to
this battalion

b. Presently, the Brigade's organizotion for combat 1s  the
resultant of two significont factors;i the firsgt being insufficient
quantity of bcrthing spaces on the MRF's barrecks ships to eccomodate
& third mencuver battalion, and sccondly, the Brigzade's mission of
providing DCONG TsaM Base with a battellon-size sccurity element,
Future (short-renge)} plans for the MRF provide for the addition of
two Auxiliery Pcrsonnel Baxracks, Ships (APB) and onc Auxiliary
Pcersonncl Lighter (APL) to housc =nd trensport the Brigsde's third
mancuver bottelion, alonz with additional berthing for two more
River Assault Squadrons,:

¢. The charzcteristics and nature of the MRF, as a "Mobllc
Striking Force", are such thet both of the Brigede's mencuver bat-
talions are fully com~ltted in offensive inltiatives agrinst con~
centretions of sizeable enemy units, In addition, one mancuver
battalion 1s always tasked to vrovide one Infantry compvany to Sccure
the MOBILE RIVhRihw B.SE while the s<cond mancuver b-ttalion is
tesked to vrovide up to onc commany to scecurce the fire support base
(FSB). Yith the active participatlon of a third mencuver batt-lion
in MRF cper~tions, the MRF would be capable of intensifying its
strikes, with maximum toeticrl flexibility to sever enemy routes of
withdrawzl, fix and destroy him,

3. " (€) Personnel ~nd :dministrationd

a, Personnel,
(1) Unit Btrengths The avcragc'assignud strenzth of

mo jor subordin~nte units of the Brigade during the period 1 February
thru 15 April 1968 was)

COVED ER 4L
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SUSBJECTs Operotionnl Revort of 2nd Brigode, 9th Infantry Division
for Puriod Erding 30 .svril 1968, Revort Control Symbol
CSFOR-65 (R1)

uNIT OFF BN TOTL
HHC, 2rd Brig-dc 27 115 142
3rd Bn, 47th Infantry 37 697 734
Lth Bn, 47th Infantry 4o 704 74
3rd Bn, 60th Infantry 36 670 796
‘3rd Bn, 34th Artillery 41 463 504

(2) The fi1¢ld mancuver strength of cech infantry bat-
talion was approximately threo-fifths (3/5) of its assigned strengh,
The remaining personncl were involved in administrative and other
matters such as hospitalizetion, dctalls, R&R, leave, An trensit,
8iock ocall, profiles and light duties as a result of wounds, To ime-
prove and increase the field mancuver strength, comranders and their
staffs were dircoted to initiate aggrcssive administrative mecasures
to imvrove thcir personncl management programs,

(3) Casucltics as a rcsult of hostile actior for the
pcriod (1 February thru 15 .ipril 1968) werc as follows:

oIr FERIOD WE. KB M
3rd Bn, 47th Inf 1 thru 29 Feb 128 18 0
1 thru 31 Mar 71 8 1
1 thru 15 ipr 68 16 0
4th Bn, 47th Inf 1 thrp 29 Feb 75 9 0
1 thru 31 Mer 108 10 0
' 1 thru 15 apr 91 15 0
3rd Bn, 60th Inf 1 thru 29 Feb 197 22 0
1 thru 31 Mer 70 12 0
1 thru 15 apr. 4y 7 0

TONETOENTIA L
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(4) Totzl crsualtics as a result of hostile action for
the period weros

117 852 1

b, Jadministration,
(1) Awocrds and Decorations,

‘Number of .words and Deocorations recommended,
{pending approvel)

CMH __ 1 DFC —2 wCN (V) __ 8l
DsC ___9 Sh _18_ «CH _21i0
Ss  __g97 BS (V) _212 OTHEAS  ___ 31
IM _ o BS _ 59

{(2) To minimize reqQuirements for troops to return to
the divisionheadquartors to solve personcl ~nd administrotive protlems,
representrtives of the division speelal staffs were attached to the
Brignde to augment its administrative capabilitica, The staff repre=-
sentetion ‘consists of & ¢ stol scction, filnance team, public inform-
ation dctachment and a re-enlistment NCO. " Periodicenlly, other teams
such ae .G, J..G and IG ore dispatched from division to serve the
troops as required,

(3) Insufficient sdministrative traonsvortotion
imparocd the attailnment of timely responsces and scrvices conccrning
postal activitics, administrotive nersonncl movement, and other ad-
ministrative requircments, Individu-1ls prrticlivooting in a five dey
out of country R&R could be e¢xpoctad to be absent from their unit
for a period of ten to thirteen days due to inadequate transportation
ossets and/or arrangements, Close ~nd €Xtonsive coordinntion is
oregcntly buing undertake:n to reducc and subsequently eliminnte
the noted problem areas,

(4) Herlth remnined "exeellent"™ throughout the pericd,

L]
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The Brignde's m-~lari~ rote was extremely low and most of the man-
days lost were due to foot problems. « surglc:l facility with a
30 bed oapacity wos instnlled on one of the barreck ships (USS.
Colleton), This frollity is use primnrily o8 o medicel clearing
station for the MRF. '

(5" Mor=alc remalned "oxeellent®™ throuzhout the period,
Excellent living conditions ccunled with outstanding lc=dcershiv,
cnd continuous success dvring combnt operrtions contributed towerd
moaintaining on extremely high stote of morcle throughout the command.

(6) Since thi conoception of the NOBILe AIVEKIWE FOACE,
numerous vieitiors (both military and civilian), have visited the
MRF to vicw its features and fncllitics, To dote, the majority of
these visits have been-bencfleinl to the MRF, in that rccognition
is given to 1its prst accommllishments and present requirements, Per-
sonnel rcsources Yere occasionally divertcd from other missions in
prepardtion for visitors; however, the diversion did not. scverely
affect the esccomplishment o° thelr missions.

4, (€) Intrlligences

8, Tht cnemy forces, order-of battlec and dispositions,
prior to coch combrt operation of the Brignde are »resented in
paregraoh.cight of thc Comb t after .ction Revort attached as ine
closures to this Opcrntionel Beporxt,

b, Durinzg thc revorted period, the enemy continued to
scleet the time, loc-tlon and conditions for decleive combat cngage-
ments with fricndly forces, He further demonstrcoted his will to
accopt combnt only when he occupled well prepared defensive positions
and/or durins latc veriods in the afternoons This reporting period
was charneterized by a significeont increase in his c¢miloyment of
automatic wedpons and in the calibers of diroet and indireet fire
weapons., Encmy raid type opercticons increascd agninst isol-
ated fire boses and distriet towns,

¢, The Viet Cong's psychologictl warfarc cffort, that of
reoruiting and prosclyting activitics directed against the rural
population, inerecased significently, concurrénfywith his threets
against major urb'n arces. Indicetions aorc that the encmy 18 con-
sentrating on controlling the rurecl populastion,

1§
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d., Complete reoxgoniz:-tion of c¢nemy forces has also occure
red during the period of this remort, Intellisonce indicatcs that
all Main Force and Proviacial Mobile Batterlions have split into at
least two elenments, Thls, coupled with the increesed recruiting
efforts has' allowed him to increesc his cffective combet strength-
by approzinately onc-third, rccovering the losscs of: the TET
period, These troops, hovever, are not the equivalent ocliber of
those¢ lost, It is 1lpntcresting to notc that District Compahics arc
reccntly referred to as Battenllons with the probsble intention of
oereating an atmosphere of additional strength, In almost all casces,
the strongth of the company has not significently inoreasod, Thore
have becn numerous re»oxts of NVA units opersting or passing through
KIEN TUONG Province and massing along thc LONG .1, KIEN TUONG and
DINE TUONG border arva, The cnemy is ettempting o°n cconomic stran-
gulation of provincisl towns and %0 dleiupt the cconomlc stability
of the precsent GVN, There are increasing renorts of underground
political orgenizational mectings in order to prepare for the oven-
tual takc over of the governmmuent, More rccently the encmy has been
concentrating his efforts in treining troops and resupply activities
with less cnphasis on stand-off rocket and mortzr attecks, ..lso
there has been an inerease in swimmer/sapper and sapper activity,:

¢, Infarm2tion and intelligence is exchanged liberally
botwecen all agenecles and the Brigade by mezns of lialson offloeers,
message traffic, 2nd personal (staff) coordinntion and liaiceon,
Significant intcllizence information/materizl was obteined from
the following sourcesy the 9th Militory Intclligence (MI) Detachment
loceted at DONG T.M, Prisoners of war (POV's) and ‘sympathizers, 7th
LARVN Division agent net, 525th MI Dctachment, Field informetion re-
ports from Naval Intelligenco .Lialson 0ffice, spot reworts, intclle
igence sSummaries, and elcctronlc means, In most .cases, information
and intelligence verc not particularly c¢ffective beeause they wore
not timely.

f., Eneny copedbilitics and linmitations ¢xhiblited during
the reporting period romein tho sang, The onomy retains the
capability of conductinz platoon and company size attacks on out-
posts and villages a8 well as battelion slze atteacks on District
and Provinclel Towns and military instellations., Be con also cone
duct stand-off mort-r ond rocket harassing attacks,Indications are
infiltrztion, prosclyting and resupnly activity will also continue
on a large scalc, in addition to the intcrdiction of mojor lines
of communicntions, His desire to gnin control of rurel population
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will continuec to bc a priority mission, e€ven though hc is not cap-
able of maintaining the desired degree of political and military
control, Desvite his militrry cnd politicel objcctives, the cnemy
remaing vulnernble to massed ‘artillery fire, acrial observoation and
€lcetronic surveillence, Considering the cnemy's capabllities it
1s thought th~t hls posasible courses of action wWill include contin-
ucd recrultment, troining ~nd resuoply ~ctivities, in nddition to
the initintion of ntt~cks azcinst minor trrgets in strenath, inten-
81fying harassment of major lincs of communiertions ~nd military
inst=llations, If at all feasible, the cnemy will initiate an
offunsive on the same scolo as his TET offensive,

5. (C) Comb~t Oper~tionst -« summ~tlon of tht concept ond cxecution
of ¢~ch of the Brignde opcrntions is prescnted as followst

a, Oper~tion CORONADO X.

(1) Deatesi 18 January thru 12 Februory 1968,

(2) Missioni1 To condust riverinc, scerch and clear,
ratrolling ond interdictory oncrations before, durinz and after
tho TRY? Trucc, in Gino Duc District, DINH TUONG Provinece, ond My &n
District, East KIEN PHONG Province; to locate, fix ~nd destroy enemy
forces bofore and after the Truce peried end to deny or disrupt
cnemy lines of communicotions during the Truce,

. (3) Loc~tiont DINH TUONG Province, and KIEN PHONG
Provinoce, Republic of Vietmam,

() Commander: Colonecl Bert i, David,
(3) Forces involveds
(a) US
1 2nd Brig~de, 9th Infantry Divlsion.

2 - Pagk Foreec 117 = U,S, Navy clement,
{bv) Otherss 7th .RVN Division
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(6) Concept and executicns

(a) Scc Inclosure # 2 (Combat Oper-~tions After
Action Beport CORON.DO X),

(b) The latter period for whioch this Combat
After Action Renort is prepared coineides with the begipning of the
TET offensive, The Brigade operated during the offensive in thrce
general arcasy MY THO nnd its environs: the area around CGsl LaY,
and in VINH LONG and the ayeas south ond west of the eity, From
29 Jonu~ry thru 6 Fcbru~ry: the Brig-de accounted for 252 VC killed
(by body count) at a loss of 11 US. killed, On 31 Janu~ry the
Brigade, minus one company (wWhich devnloyed to VIsd LONG airfield)
moved from the BR.CH BUONG to MY THO city. Following beach
asscults on 1 Februnry, thc Brig~de undertook to cle~r the western
portion of the clty of 211 encpmy clements, and within thirty-six
hours 1t hnd commleted 1ts mission, On the 2nd of Fcbruary the
the Brigrde moved into the Gal LuY area to ocut off cnemy  escape
routes amd eng~ge enemy clements moving into the 4?0 Base areca, On
5 Februnry it relocnted to VINH LONG, wherc for thc next three days,
beforc roturning to ~nother searéh and clear mission north of MY
THO, 1t cngaged and destroycd major clements of the VC 306th MF -
Battzlion, r¢licved cnemy pressure on the city from the south,  and
reopened mnjor wntcruays extonding south from the TIEN GILNG Rjver,

b, Operation COROW..DO X1.

(1) Datesi 13 Pebrunry thru 4 Morch 1968,

(2) Mission: Conduct riverine, alrmobile, scarch and
sWecp- operntions in Cul R.NG District, PHONG DINH Provinco to looate
fix and destroy clements of VC 303, 306 and 309 MR Bnttalion ard
T4Y DO. Battalion I and II 4n zone,

(3) Loc~tion: FPHONG DINE Province, Rcpublic of
Victnam,

(%) Commandcrs Coloncl Bert i, David,
(5) TPorces involved:

(a) Us:
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2nd Briz-de, 9th Infontry Division.

o

TAagk FTorce 117 - U.S. Navy clement,
(vt} Otherss 21st ..RVN Division,
() Ccncept ond ¢xccution

- {n) Sce Inclosurc # 3 .Comb~t Opur tions ufter
sction Report CORONLDO XI).

(b) Opuration CORON.DC XX, as originclly concolv-
¢d, would bc conducted in three phases involving deployment, c¢mploy-
ment and redeployment of the Mobile Riverine Forcc, Tho first
phose consisted of deoployment of the MAF from DONG T..f to Cuii THO,
after vhicih both army and Navy e¢lements Were cmnloyed in tactical
over~tions. The e¢mnloyment nhase tcrminated with the redeployment
phasc; wherefore the MRF returned to the DONG ToM arca,

(c) During the periecd 13 Februory thru 3 March,
the MRF anchorcd off CoN THO and the Brignde oper ted continuously
in Cul B.NG District, PHONG DINH Province, OQper~tion COROW.DO XI
begnn with the implementation of OPORD 15-68 and ¢mployment of
Wwaterborne {Riverinc) insertions of Inf-ntry units along the BAGH
CuN THO. During subsequcnt operations, thce MRF cngoacd Viet Cong
Main Force Batt-lions Wwhich h~d massed on the uvestern periphiry of
C.N THO city, Thise oper-tions accounted for 297 7C killed (by
body count) resultinz from = serics of riverine ~nd cirmobile ine
sertions and sweens throughout difficult terroin vest and south-
west of the city. On 22 February the MRF made its decpest southern
penctr-tion into PrCHG HIEP Distriect where it cng~ged headquarters
2nd suv~ort elements of the VC MR IIT Headqunrters nlong the KINH
SAINTENOY. 1In six hours of fighting thc MRF accounted for 66 cnemy
killed nat 2 loss of three wounded, Complete tactiosl surprisc was
achicved when clements of the VC comprny sccuring the MR II1 Hend-
Quarters were cought unzviare by the MRF deployment some 20 miles
inland from the BaSSuC Biver,

(4} On 24 February, the MRF employed the cordon-
and-gsearch tcchnique to seal off the island of CU LaO MY; close to
the eastern shore of the BuSsaC River, ten kilometers south of CGaN
THO., Lnrgo-scnlc Navel »orticlination cstablished the cordon by
deoloying Biver .sszult Cr~ft (R.C) 2around the island bufore dewn,
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The Brig-de's mancuver brttalions (3=47th and 3-60th Infantry, wereo
introduced into the northern and southerm cnds of the island, ros-
peotively; a completec acnrch of isl~nd followed, The inhabitants
wero direcoted to zo tc ont of two collection points established on
the islend, Before the opsrrtion wns completed 435 detoinces were
processcds two vere clhssifiad as POY's' and 23 werc olassificd as
civil defendents, In o2ddition 49 bunkers were dustroyed, Tho Joint
cordon and sc-~rch onerntion represented o significont innovation in
MBRF opcrntions.

(e) Combat oporetions in Opcr-tion COAONVO XI
termin~ted on 3 M~rch 1968, at which time the MRF redeployed from’
C.N THO to the vicinity of DONG T.M. The cpcr-tion terminoted on
L March 1968 with the MRF nssuminzg o Rapid Reaction Force (RRF)
mission while rotating two of the Brigndc's mancuver battalions, The
3-47th Infrntry deberked from the US Ship Colleton and the 4-47th
Infhntry started ovmbarkation aboard the some

c. Operation TRUONG CONG DINH,.

(1, Dates: 7 March 1968 thru Present,

(2) Missioni In coordinntion and cooperntion With
c€lements of the 9th Inf~ntry Division (U,S,) ond 7th ./BVN Division,
conduet tactical operctions in £ast, south centr~l and centrel
TINH TUONG Province to locate, fix and destroy enemy €lements in
z0nc,

(3) Loec~tion: DIl TUONG Province, Revublic of
Vietnanm,

(4) Commrndery Colonel Bert ., Daovid,
(5) Forccs involved:
(2) TSy
1 2nd Brig~de, 9th Infentry Division,

2 Task Foreo 117 « U.8. Navy clement,

3 Elcmont of 1lst Brignde, 9th Infantry Divisi

{(b) Others 7th LRVN Division
(6) Concept and e ocutl
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(2) Sce-Inclusure ¥ 4 (Combzt Operations sfter
«+Ction Report Yaulht CCuwe DING) (Th-se 1)

{(b) Cper~tion TalCuG CONG DINn, & combined LRVN/
US oper~tioh, compriscd scveral tactic-l oper~tions in Liwa TRUONG
Frovince, IV Corps Toactic -l Zone, The 7th ..HVN Division participated
in of “¢nsive operntions with elements of the 9th Infantry Division
2nd the MRF to locate and destroy enemy elements within the Province,
One of the 9th Infantry Division'’s missions w~s to vrotect the
engineer ¢ffert and improve security along route 4 which is the
cconrmic lifc-linc of the Dcltn's inh-bit-nts ~nd 2 prime interdic-
tion t-rgct of the tneny,

(c) The MRF's particio~tion in operation TauONG
CCONG LINa commenced on 7 Morch 1968, with the i1aplement-tion of
MRF OPOHD 20-68, Thc m-ncuver battnlions were denloyed by riverine
acvenent into CHO G.C District, c-.st DINd TUONG Province to conduct
reconnalssnnce-in-force over~tions ~nd destroy cneny etlenents in
zone, The Brig-def's initinl overction wos omended when intelligence
reports of concentr-ted enenmy cetivity in on ~dj~cent oree coused
redcnloyment/emnloyent of the mnneuver bottolions, Subsequent oper-
ations were initi-~ted ~s the Brig-de's n~ren of oncration (..0) wos
¢xtended Yest ~nd into centr-l DINH ©UCKG Province,

(d) During the first weck of oper-tion TalOnG
COiG DINd, the Brig-dc est-blished contnct with c¢lezints of the
261st and 263rd VC Battalions, ~nd possibly the S14th VC B-ttalion
~s vcll, These “contncts" were never exnloited to a prefound result,
due to the nonavrllnbility of sufficlent troop resources required
te vrovide the commender viith tactical flezxabllity., The cnemy
would frequently rermnin cocncetled until 1ate 1in the afternoon, ond
then he would cng-ge friendly forces with ho~vy vonlumes of fire,
The c¢nemy knows thrt he c~n ¢st~blish contact quickly ~nd then
withdr~w ~t his will undcr the cover of darkness,

(¢) The rencinder of the month of Morch saw
1i1ttle signific nt ¢nenmy cont-ct., Eng-geuents were frequent, but
i nsubstantial, Intelligence remorts continued to confirm the enceny's
prescnce in ~reas nceessible to the Mobile Riverine Forcey but the
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cnemy was never ocntrapped in large units,

d, Gencr~l, Durinz the period 1 Februnry 1968 to 31
Morch 1968, the 3rd Brttrlion, 34th artilllery, utilizing A Battery
in an airmobile and lend-moblle configur~tion and B and C Batterics
in a waterborne configur~tion, participoted in 17 different oper~
ations, responded to 2567 fire missions nnd fired 95,514 rounds,

(1) Viet Cong ambushi On the night of 31 Janurry 1968
end 62rly morning of 1 February 1968, B and C Beiteries and Boectaw
lion Heondquarters were ambushed on the RACH RUCLG Calil, after ox-
trocting from Firc Support Bases Floridn (XS990551) end Alabamn
(XS944503), Friendly casunlties were 1 WIA from the 1097th boat
company, 1 WIA artillery, and 1 XIA from naval escort.

(2) Sust~incd onerational movement:t On 12 February
1968 the Mobile.Riverine Force wns enz-ged ip operctions in the Ap
Bac arca of DINH TUOCKG Province, The borge artillery, consisting
of Battnlion Headquorters ond B 2nd C Botteries, had e¢stablished a
fire support base at thc LONG DINH Bridge vicinity (XS381495), The
order for c¢xtroction wos issued nnd ot oapproxim~tely 1300 hours the
battelion wns crdered back to 1ts brse in DONG TuM. The extraotion
was initi~ted, however prior to closing into DONG Tali the unit was
diverted and given the mission to deploy immedintely to. CaN THOC
vicinity (WRB50135), Resupnly bonts were dispatched from the
colvmn into DONG T4M while the maln body proceecded Uest con the
MEKONG RIVER townrds CulN THC. A 5000 gnllon dicscl refueler tanker
was vrocured nnd londed cn n LCM-8 bost for boot refueling whlle in
route, The naval escort joined the ~rtillery convoy o short time
after refucling in DONG TaMe The e¢ntire movement took apvroximetoly
30 heours and the LCM-8 boats did not ¢xwericnce ony nejor malnten~
ance problems, Water navigation ¢specinlly during the night hours
was no hinderance and all ¢lements of the column remalned in commun-
lcations nnd arrived at their destinaticon, The accemnlishment of
this long sust~incd movenment without prior notice opens the possib-
111ty of sunrorting oper-tions in the extreme southern aress of the
MEKONG DELTus where it would be difficulft to emplnece regular land
based artillery,

(3) Airmobility of thc borge artillery, On the morn-
ing of 20 Pcbrunry 1968, C Bottery wos informed to preparc for an
airmoblle oper-tion from the fire suncort beose near the CaN THO
Asrficld (WRRS3114) to PIONG DINH Province (WR947726). Alrmobile
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equipment to include a 1/4 ton truck and 3/4 ton traller were flewn
in from DONG TAN on the evening of 20 February 1968, The battery
prepnred for the operntion on 21 February 1968 and it was decided to
1ift all enquinment, wWlth the cxecoption of the fire direction center
vehicle, from the bargés themselves., At 0100 hours 22 February 1968
the bntt~lion slong with both batteries (B & C) displaced from the
CAN THO Airficld site and procecedod to & beaching site vicinity
WR961997, This move was maode for tectical rensons ard to expodite
the a1rlift by providing a shortor turn around time for the CH-47
heliconters. The battery beoched in position at 0645 and was anchos-
ed by 0700, The first aircraft sortie arrived ot 0710 for the
battery commander and his party of 33 men, The remoining sortiles
arrived at 0800 hours, The battery closed into its airmobile site
at 0930 hours and wns complctely laid and ready to fire at 1030
hours, Many problems werc encountered on this first airlift such

asg carly arrival of sortics and an occupation site which would not
support the howltzer brses {a new one wrs sclected upon errival),
The operntion 1llustroted the versatility of barge artillery. The
actual piclkup of the guns ~nd equivment was made dircetly from the
bargo decks, Inltial Clnss V and resupdly sorties were 1ifted off
the dceks of the MBRB LST, The accomplishment of this alrmoblle
mission demonstrated thet deep penetrotidns into the MEKONG DELTA
can be accomplished by ailrliftinz ortillery in the above manner,

(4) Land demloyment of bottalion opcrations centérs
During the later part of March the 2nd Brignde conducted oporations
in DINH TUONG Province north of MY THO, Since the mancuvering eleme
ents denloyed o considernble distronce inlond, it wns not feasitle
to cmoloy the borge artillery batterics (B & C)e As o result' A
Battery and the Battolion He ~dquarters and Oper-tions Center deploy-
cd by rond at dewn to the soccer fileld south of Tan Hiep on Route
L (XS474551), The road march took approximetely 1 1/2 hours and
procecded without incident, Duster elcments (twin 40mm cannons on

tracks) 2nd quad 50 caliber machine gun vehicles were employed as

FSB sccurlty clong with two platoons of infantry. Cernand burnkors
were built. Durinz theiz construetizh tho fires of artillery. from--
firc sup-ort brscs nt TuN HIEF, T..N .N ~nd BI&N PHUOC wore controlled
By the usc of r-dics nounted in three § ton trucks, Hendquarters

2nd Brignde wag co<loc:ted with the artillery battalion headquorturs,

(S) Enemy mort-r attaeck on Brig~dc FSBiy In the early
morning hours of 9 March 1968 the Brigade and Artillory Battalion
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and B Battery wero mortarcd at Fire Support Base Holloran (XS576408) .
Two artillery db-rges were destroyed along with four M102 howitzers,
Bravo Brttery had 1 KIA and 6 WIA,

e, Tactics nnd Teohniques, The misslons ossigned the
Brignde during the renorting period were search and clerr, scarch
and destroy, and cordon 2nd search missions ag-inst VC guerrilla
and Main Force units within thc Delto, The Mobile Riverine Force,
of which the Brigede represents thoe Army ocomplement, 18 idezlly
suited for its rolc in eliminating thc ¢ncmy in the MEKONG DELTa.
To accomplish the Brigcde's assigned missions and defeat the cnemy
in his environment, the Brignde mnde maximum use of the mobllity
provided by the ships and boets of Task Foree 117 to insure that
full supnort for Infantry Bettolions wias provided during operations,
Within hours of recceipt of movement orders, the ships and boats of
TF 117 carried the Brigode's combat and combnt support €lements in-
to AD's locrnted virtunlly throughout the centrel) Delta ares, Upon
cmployment of the Infrntry clements within the A0, Naval boets of
the task forcc provided dircct =nd indircet fires to the mancuver-
ing e¢lements, in addition to establishing blocking nositions on
waterways adjiccent to the AO,

(1) Taetics, The taocties ¢mployed lncluded reconnnis-
sance-in-forcc opcrntions (formerly titled, search nnd destroy),
cordon armd sc~rch and comb~t alr assnults,

(o) Reconnnissence-in-forcer Both b~ttalions of
the Brignde concucted e¢xtensive reconnalssance-in-force operations,
When alrmobile assets werce avalleble, the bottalions air as-
saulted into multiple londing zoncs, and once on the ground, they
began sweeping on twe or more axes viith a commany size force on
each axie All componies werc normally kept within suoworting or
roinforcing distance of c¢~ch other., This technique of swceping an
area, providcd tho Battalion Commarder the flexibility to reinforce,
attack or cncircle an encmy forc: once a comveny made contact,

(b) Cordon and search, The conduct of £ Joint
Army and Navy cordon ~nd scnreh operntion Wwas on¢ of the highlight-
ing featurcs of comtat operntions conducted during this reporting
period, The charncterlstics of this type of operation have demon-
stroted a unique technique of the MBF, In 2ddition to ®sealing off®
agx aren, tho asscult suonrort natrol boats of the MRF arc positioned
to reinforce/support infantry clcments during their seorch. with
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both indirect and direct fircs,

(¢) Combat alr asscults, Oper-tions durlng this
period continucd to 1llustr~tc thrt ~irmoblle assets, vhen recdily
avnilable, may influence the coursc of a tncticrnl situ~tion, Combrt
alr assaults complemented riverine operctions and made more effeoc-
tive the introduction of Hopid Re~ction PForces into AO's to roin-
force o unit in cont~ct, exnloit thce ernemy situ~tion, rnnd e¢stablish-
€d blocking positions. The Brignde nlso expanded its cmployment
renge Wwithin AO's by cemrloying its e¢loements in somb~t ailr assaults,
During scveral opernticns, bettnlions and componies conducted river-
ine movement to plck-up zones (PZ2's) located ner aococessible water-
ways wWhencu thoy prepered for amd exeocuted alrmoblle assaults into
the A0, Theo cembination of riverine and nirmobile deployment per~
mitted the Brigrde to introduce its fighting clements into areas
where ¢xisting woterways were not navigeble, Frequently, P2's were
co=locnted with fire suvnort bascs; from theso PZ's one battalion
conducted o rapid =2irlift inte landing zones which tactically come
plemented beach loc~tions for the other battslion.

(2) Tcchniques,

{2) "Eaglc Float" ~ This tcehnigue involves om-
ploying infontry c¢lements on Armored Troop Carriers (ATC's) in
waterways adjrccnt to ond within the A0, A& 8crics of multiple: ine
scrtlions are made at rondom, ~nd not at presclected locations, to
decelve the enemy as to the true arcs of iatended beaching (assault
landing) . This tcchnique &also permits the comm~nder to exploit
targets of orportunity which develop during deployment to the objce-
tive area,

(b)Y Another new technique which enhonces the
Brig-de's capnbllities 18 one whioch Navy bonts (monitors snd/or
ASPB's) emnloy during movement of troops through waterways ~nd
canals, This techniquc 18 sinilear to the role armored covalry plays
in 1ts eonduct of route reconnnissance missions, It involves sta-
tioning o Riverine Assaul®t Reconnaissance Element (BARE) in the van
of convoys of trooo=lnden ATC's, The BARE diredts reconnaissance
flres into likely ambush positions and has frequently drawn ¢ncmy
fires from the bonks of c¢~nals being transited, Its fire power
1s substontinl and more thnn sdequrte to suppress fires from cnemy
positions when and 4f they are deteoted,
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(¢) Employment of TPire Supvort Bases (FSB), The
artillery FSB (floeting bsrgo-mounted artillery and Forward Brigade
Command Post) is elways moved into i1ts support position at the
latost possible time, and its movement 48 planncd as much as possible
alongz routcs which lead into more then onc possibdle arca of opcra=-
tiona, The artillcry fire supsort basce arce sited where thelr range
Will provide coverage to morc than onc arca of concentrcotion, It
is not until the actual entrance of the riverine assasult ocraft and
their embarked infeniry that the tnemy oan be sure where the foree
is 20ing, Tho forcgoing is a "technique" the refinement of which
has materially helped the infentry to echieve surprise in en arca of
operations, When self-propelled artillery unita nre umployed in
support of thc Brigadc to reinformo its fires, Landing Craft Utility
(LCM) are used to devloy the artillery units by riverine movement to
cither a FSB or to a beach site from whence the units conducts sar
zgcrland movement to preselectcd FSB which affords coversge of the

6. (0) Treininm

" a, During bricf pirieds, wien thce Briacde rotated its
mancuver battelions end/or vrepsried for future combot operetions,
treining w=s conducted in arcas demanding improvement noted during
previous operations, Commeond cmphosis was placed on smell unit
taotics and weaponry., All clements of the Brignde held training in
carc, cleaning, maintenence Aand inspection of the M16 Rifle, :ieapons
tralning included zeroing of individucl Weapons, end zcroing, borc-
sighting and familiarization firing of other orzsnic weapons,

b, The Brigade also conducted treining in "Flamc™ and Riot
Control Agent "CS' cm=loyment techniques, Flame treining was con-
ducbed to familliarize persornel with the M7A2 Portable Flame Throwcr,
end methods of fixinzg ~nd firinz thickened fuels, Tralning ccnducted
on Riot Control Agcnt - CS emnloyment, durlna tactical operations,
¢emphesized techniques for employinz the Z8 (16 tube) Tactioel €S
Louncher and the E158 Tactical CS Cennlster Cluster,

(1) Navy clemeaes of the MRF cxperimented in mounting
E8 Leunchirs on turrcts of thelr assault boets. This tcohnique,
though not yet ecmmloyed in actual combrt, would ccmplcement Naval
fire cmoloyed agqinst likely ambush positions cstoblished on or ncer
weterways, This emnloyment technique is 2lso enpatle of routing
cnemy forces from fortified fighting positions on or in close prox-
imity to beaching sites,
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(2) Battalion conmanders and their staffs were famil-
t4arized with technlques of cmnlaying the E158 Trctical CS Cennister
Cluster to complement direct and indircct suprorting fires, Instruc-
tions wWere slsc presented in delivery and arming procedures, As a
result of the comm~nders! ecxpresscd interest in this munition,
E158's are prepositioned abo-rd the logisticrl ship and at the
Brigede's FSB for immedi~te pick-un end employment,

7. (€) ogisticss

&, General, Logilstics support for the 2nd Brigode 1s
cherceteristiz of the force vhich it supports, Army logistics arc
1 ngoperable from Navy logisties within the Moblile Biverinec Force,
Overall rcsronsibility. (per Army/Navy agreencnt) for logistical sup-
port of the Mobiie Riverinc Force " 18 with the Navy, This concept/
thoory amd practice have come closcr together through the months,
The theory of naval logistics support was prompted by a desire to
provide the composite (Army/Navy) strike force with regular high
volume flow reg-rdless of the loention of the operating btase, This
theory (of maintaining a water LOC) hos proved to be both an assct
and a liability to tahc MBF, The Nevy is supported by the Army
through the 34th Support Group and thc ist Logisticel Command at
VUNG TAU, Loglctics support within the 2md Brigade is provided by
o torvward det-chment of 9th S8upply and Tronsport~tion Battallon which
18 locnted abosrd the supnort Landing Ship, Tank (LST) within the
Moblle Riverine Basec, and by a detachment of the ?09th Maointenance
Battalion which 18 loc-ted aborrd the USS8 Askeri, Sunnlies are
sont by a resupply LST from VUNG TAU to the Mobile Riverine Base
locrted ot any suitnble anchorage in thc MEKONG DELTA; they are then
off-londecd onto the MEB's orgnnic supmort LST and placcd under the
control of 9th 8 & T Dctachment (Forword), By cxoccption, the 2nd
Brigadc nlso receives sunnort from 9th 6 & T Battalion at CAMP
MARTIN COX, TOE items and criticrl shorteges arc cbtoined through
8 & T, dircetly from CAMF MARTIN COX or after subscquent shipment
to DONG TaM Besc, During the reporting period, 2lmost cll classce
of supply wore dclivered from VUNG T.U by rcsupply LST, Several
o.tecptions occurred vhioh roquircd assistence from higher hsadquare
tere to eliminatc speoific critionl shortnges in II and IV items,
Fatigues end jungle boots wcre dclivered from CAMP MaBTIN COX,
through DONG TaM, to the MRB to rulieve critiocal short-ges., Becausc
of the tempo of opeorztions during tho reporting pcriod, certain
tomporary shortages in Class I and Clags V items occurreds these
shortages ¥ere also dealt with on an cxception bosis.
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b, During the remorting period t-octionl oper~tions were
intcnsified duo to the ehemy TET offensivo; logistical activities
" incroascd concurrehatly, Greoter volumes of supolies and maintenance
¥ere handled thon in previous periods, Normelly, approximately ten
days of sunplics are maintained aboard the support LST to mect re-
quircements of the Army and Navy, Theso includes o three-day saf¢ty
level which allews fér changes or delays in the resupply schedule
from VUNG TaU, The stockage objective. for Class V items maintaincd
gbcard the supnort LST wns incrensed by approzximateoly 25%, and 3,249
tons of all closscs of supply were handled the S T dctachment
abonrd the LST, Of thc 3,249 tons of supplics, 2,778 tons or 85%
werc (lags V supplics and 391 tons or 12% of the tonnnsc WOIC OpeEr-
ational Class I suyppliecs, The massive volume of Class V consisted
of nenrly 63% 105mm artillery requiremecnts for the firing batterics
of the 3-34th Artillery. The remoining small tonnage consisted of
Clasa T1II, II nnd IV itecms; Clnss IIX products vere handled directly
by the havy. Large ‘volumes of Claes III (AVGAS and -MOGAS) arrive
ot the MBB for usc by the Army elements, and are issucd directly to
ustng urtits from floating refuclers or teonkers,

¢ Intornal Supply ~nd Rcsunvly,

(1) All clrspes of sunply are stocked, 6n board the
aupport LST from which the twoe waterborne mansuver bottelions re-
quisition thr¥ough the 9th 8 &'T Detachment, The third mancuver
tattelion 6f the Erigrde also has bogun to channcl supolies through
the LST in antieipntion of the Brigade's plans for cmployi oll
three maneuver battelions ‘'with tho MRF, Although supplies (TOE and
individual replacement Items) for this battalion have clready enter-
ed 1nto the system, Class I, IIX, V, and expendrble IT and IV dally
operational Ytems arc not included, These supplics 2re obtained
through-DOKG TaM,

(2) Resupvly vithin the Brigade varies according to
the operationnl rcquircments and the transportation available. Two
.o BaJor me~ns were used with many variations, 3Besically, combat units
,¥ere cither resunnlicd by boat cr by helicopter, Depending on eir-
cumstnnccs, units were somctimes rcsup»lied directly from the support
“"LST .by helicopter, or the supplies were pre-staged at o dosignated
_“locetion (cither by boat or hLliconter) and ‘then flown to the combat
uwdts, A comblnation of direct airlift from tho LST and staging
sltes was uscd with success, The stnging sitc was generally withe
in the aroa of a sccurcd Fire Suvpnort Basc or at some fixed install-
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ation such ns VINH "ONG, CiN THO, or DONG TuM, Resupnly boat was
often augmented by use of Boston Whailers to beach supnlics for wajlt-
ing units, In any ecvent, resunnly by boot can be ¢f “ected oaly Af
the units 2are lc ted close to & navigable watervay,

d, Materinl and Scrvices,
(1) Supply.

(a) Class I+ A totol of 346,064 mesls (combat
individual) wero issucd, reflecting a penk operntional period for
both Army and Navy c¢lcments, On two occasions Class I stocks of
“C" rations diminished to the ¢xtent that it wos nccessnry to obtaln
a resupply from the 1lst Logisticnl Commond at CAN THO and the 9th
S & T at DONG TaM. Operational raetions were supnlencnted by issue
of 46,742 cans of chocolate milk and 178 "ka® sunary p-cks.

{(b) Class IT and IVy The MRF drew items of IT
and IV supplics from VUNG T.U, CaMP MARTIN COX and DONG TuM. The
bulk of these items wrs obtoined from VUNG TaUs A number of criti-
cal short~ges in individual clothing and equipment ovcurred during
the early phase of the reported period, However, almost all short-
ages hod becn relieved by the ¢nd of the period, Some of the short~
ages resulted from a heovy influx of personnel replacements in Deo-
cember and Janurry, These short~ges had no scverc impoct until
local sources were devleted, The only shortnages which uwere not
completcly reclicved were small regular trousers, and 10R jungle
boots. It 1s anticipnted that these items will arrive near the end
of this reporting period,

{c) Cless III: No significant probluems werc op-
countercd, although a Navy AVGAS tanker was sunk by encemy firc on
15 April, A The AVGAS tonker is used to refuel Army H-23 helicopters
in the area of operations to minimizeo “down-time" for refucling.

(d) Class Vi These sunrnlics prcsented no
problens during the reported perlod, From time to time brief short-
ages were oxporienced which requlred assistance from 1st Log Command
or 9th Divisicon Sumvort Comm-nd Forw~rd at DONG TiM, Shortnges
were couscd by higher expemditures during the VC TET offensive,
Required loads were reconstituted in all cases and omperstions were
not adversely affected,
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(e) ‘ater: .Fresh w-ter is produced by
ohlorination and distillotion processes on board ¢ach barracks ships
it 18 then lorded on board ¢ach Armored Troop Carricr (ATC) as a
part of the bnsic load, Collapsible water plastic water jugs have
proved usoful to provide water to tht troops, ilso supvtly »f water
to troops using the five gallon collapsible jugs permits woximum
watexr to be carricd with minimum weight, Unfortunctely, the plastic
Jugs oftcn collapme under their own weight, & 2% gnllon collapsible
Jug would b more proctical since the stress on the nlastic material
would bc grently reduced, Tho additionnl weight incurred would be
nogligivle, Troops carry cmpty Jugs which are then refilled,
Présently, five gollon water cnns must bo used to effect resupply,
due to the quanity of plrstic jugs broken during the past month,

If fewor Jugs were broken, the welght of esscntial wrter could he
greotly reduced, ’

(2) Services,

(a) Loundry, showers, and PX facilities nre
provided by €och ship,

(b) Gr-ves registration scrvices were provided
from abonrd the sunport LST By Army personncl from the 9th S & T
Bettalion, During the reporting perlod, o shortage of reefer apace
developed when as many as 23 bodics were handled simultancously,
Experience indicated that two reofers were required, giving the MRF
a oapacity of storing 10 bodies until transport-tion can be secured
(or 20 bodics Af doubled up in c¢ach reefer box for short periods),
In addition to recfer space, some orohlems Were apoarent when the
MAF had no orgnnic transport~tion to c¢v~custe remeins to the Saigon
mortunry. HBec~dquarters IV Corps provided tronsuert~tion nssistance
when the 2nd Brig~de wos OPCON to IV Corps (particularly at CaN THO),
In other cascs, only makeshift orrangements could be made desplte
nssistonce requested from higher headquarters, Initinlly transport-
ation was provided by the Brigrde' -utility holicopter, but” the proc-
tice of providing the Brignde with n utility helicopter was dis-
continued enrly in the reoorting period., Evacuation procedurcs
were modificd during thils neriod. Initi-~lly KHA's were cvacuated
diréctly to the sunmort LST with subsequent verificntion of death
by a physician, . Coordinntion for obtaining o physiclion to verify
death beerme tenuous &0 th~t during thc remainder of the peried,
KBA's were cvacunted with wounded through medicel channels so that
death was verificd by a physician. This has proved more satisfactery
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and will provent de~th from being u.clrred execept by competent
medicnl authoritices,

(3) Mainten~nce

(2) During the reverting neriod, Brig-de mainten-
once vas handled on a priority basis due to the lock of spoce abonrd
the ABL 30 (USS iSK.RI), M~intcn~nee wos performed on bonrd when-
ever mossible but somc-malhtencnce items were evocunted to DONG
TiM or C.MP MaRTIN COX when sprce or equipment on hand precluded
on beo2rd m~inten~nce, £ specinl solution of on=site mnintennnce
for deadliined rrtillery howitzers proved uscful in continuing avuail-
ability of artillery desplite intcnsified operaticns,

() Maintennnce services durlng the reporting
period werc ren-~rkably effective desplte scome btesic problems, A
1limited size detnchment with grossly inndequate snace and certaln
repalr parts shortnges performed the herculenn task of the Brigode's
maintentnce~-including maintennnce for the attoched flooting ert-
1llery units, The vigor of su—morting clements of the 709th Maine-
tennnce Bnttolion characterized the maintennnce effort, One notable
and vorsistent shart~ge wns th~t of repoir ports for Boston Whalers,
The tronsistorized ignition systen hos plagued 2ll attemnts to
nrintoin an accent~ble levil of operntional motors, Reralr of boats
~nd other equipment has been hampered by lack of 8prce. Only one
bo~t at a time c~n be hendled becruse of space linmit  Lions. a
floating m~inten~nce b~rge was obt~incd, but becruse ~f its slze
(too large) it could not bte towed alongside of the MRL 30 (USS
aSK~R1) consequently mointenanec space remailns o severe problem,

(4) Trensport-otions

(a) As a result of the Brignde's continuous oper-
ations amd movement throughout the MEKONG DELTn, administrative
transportntion requirements presented a significant problem due to
the nbsence of regul-r utility flights, Periodic~lly, no or insu-
fficient nlr assets were avseilable for administrative flights. All
avallable alr asscts, including comm~nd and control aircraft,

‘utility aircraft and light helicopter compoanies in sunport of the

Brignde, were used to tronsnort personnecl, cquipment ~nd mall items,
41l requirements were eventually fullfilled,
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8, (C) Civil aff~irg,

a, Ci OPERATIONS, Civil offcirs rotivities for the MRF
were planncd and developed to meet the requirements -nd limitations
imposed by the forec's unique orghniz~tion =nd method of c¢mployment,
The following mnjJor rctivities were conducted during the period
covered by this renort,

{1) Dis~ster Reliof, The MOBIL. AIV.hli. BusE -(MRB)
wns nositioned on the SONG Tl GIL.LNG g8IVer nedr the City of VINA
LONG on 6 Feururry 1968, the first day th-t GVN offlcinls ~nd. US
advligory personnecl were ~ble to -rcoczuny  the city folliowing the
VC TET offensive. The MRF civil aff-irs officer contacted the
Province ~nd City GUN officinls 5nd the CORD3 Frovince office to
~881st in nlenning for dis~ster relief ~nd refugee control. 1t Was
determined th-t the est~blishced CORDS agencles could meet =11 of the
meediﬁte nceds of the city of relief with the follovwing exceptions.
an ~ddition~l qu-ntity of ten medium genertl purposc tents Were. ree-
quired for refugec shelter nmd rations were required to feed 900
pcrsons for o period of two weeks at the VINA LOnG MILPH,LP ‘Hospitnl.
Theee 1tems we e requested fron 9th Division resources, ~nd vwere
received ot VIGH LOLG within three dnys of the r.quests on 8
Februnzy 1968, on¢ of the moneuver battelions nsrysted approximetely
40O refuge.e vho sought shelter on four ferryboots onchored at a
s~fe loc~tion én the river, Medicnl tre~tment wos provided for 90
poticnts ~nd 850 pounds of food v-~g distributed,

(2) MELC.r's/DENTC.P's, The long r-ngc mobility of
the MRF, counled with the f-¢t th' 't 1t 18 the only US m~necuver
force overnting in this partion of the MEKONG DELT.., en~bles the
foree to. frequently conduct MEDC.P's ~nd DedTCuP's in loc-lis where
the pomul-tion hns never received modern medic~l or dentnl trentment,
No ~ttempt ¢~n be m~de. by the MRF to ¢st-blish periocdiec medienl
support.for the. popul-ticn of any given loc-tion., However, it is
felt thnt the politic-~l boncfits’ gained by thise optrations merit
thelr continuntion even 1f the definitive medicn) bencfits do not,
During this pcrlod, 29 MEDC.P's nd LELICaPts wexrc conducteid troat-
ing 1885 pntients,

(3) Commodity Distributions, Distribdbutions of com-
moditics Were normally limlted to foodstuffs, health items, »nd

toQls. Excopt in.the ¢~sc of minor henlth 1tems distributed in con-
Junction with MEDCAP cocordin-~tion is affected with loe~l GVN
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officirls prior to m~king commodity distributions, Totnls of 12,793
pounds of food, 471 individu-l health kits, ~nd 500 farm tools were
distributed during this period,

(%) Cordon and Scoreh, On 24 Febru~ry 1968 a cordon
and sc~rch opexr tion unique to the capabilitles of the MRF w2s con-
ducted on CU L.O #Y ISL..ND, VIKH LONG Province. o1l ecivili~ns on
the i1sl~nd (aporoxim~tcly 6000 persons) werce directed to move to
two coll:cction points, aftcr whichh a comnlete sc~rceh of the island
wrs conducted by the the m~neuver battalions, Initi-l screening vas
conducted at these noints which resulted in 433 detninees being
tr~nsferred te the mninl-nd for further interrog~tiorn, Those who
rem~ined ~t the collection points were mrovided vith fond ~nd the
opportunity to receive medicnl enre,if tiacy so desired, The MEDC.P's
and DENTC.P's were interesting in th~t the pecople living on this
1s1-~nd nrobably had never scen 1 doctor or dentist before (occording
to the Senlor Sub=Scctor ..dvisor). While the medicsl volue of this
1solnted visit mlight be questioned, it was well received amd served
2s a valuable indiction of the fricndship of US personnel,

(5) Processing Innocent Civili-ns. The uausunl tere-
rain of the MEKONG DrLT.. and the unique concept of cmnloyment of
the MAF nccessitote the use of ~ converted 1~nding craft for the
Comtined Tactic~l Screening Center (Forwvnrd Collection Point), While
the overall oper~tion of this frcllity 18 essenti~lly an S2 function,
thic S5 must maintain 2 consider~ble interest in the humanitaricn
asnects of the oper~tion 2nd 21so 2v2il himself of the opportunitices
for psychologic~l opcr tions, Following initi~l screening of detain-
ces, the 85 assumes control of those persons decleredto be innocent
civilians, The ultimste goal is to return these clivilians safely
to their homes, Rowever, there is a verishle »eriod of time rang-
ing unward to sevirasl hours duri=ng vhich these persons mvst be
detalned for thelr own safety or beczuse of a temnmorzry laeck of
transvortation, Durinz this period innocent civilians are assured
of fair and humzne treatment through the use of signs and leaflets
as well as the use of an ARVY interoreter, The detalnee is made
es comfortable as nossible under the circumst-nces by providing him
with adequate food, mcdical treatment Af required, washing facilit-
ies, »né individuel heclth Xits conteining a toothbrush, toothpaste,
comb, and soap. A tape recorder is use to provide Vietnamese and
American music, Wihich 1s interrunted periodically for FoYLOP messages,
In addition, FSYOF movies provided by JUSPAO are shown during the
detelnee's stay at the center, lihen the detainee is released in
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order to bc transncrted te the arce of his home, he is given 8
leaflct containing onc hundred plasters and a letter explaining
the reasons why he hed to be detalncd. A total of 528 innocent
civillians were processed during this period,

(6) TET aggression Rclief Project (TABP), Soldicers
and sallors of thc MRF contributed J404.74 for disaster relicf for
the people of Vietnam., This project specificamlly concerned relief
from the de¢struction causcd during the VC TET offensive, The MBF
varticipatcd in the heeviest fighting in the city of MY THO during
the TET offensive and it was decided to use this moncy for rellef
projects in the MY THO areca., An orphanage/school complex recelved
heavy damage during the battle for MY THO. Prior to the TuT offen-
8ive there Were 25 orvlhians and apnroximately 400 other children
(mainly refugees) attending this school, Currently, therce arc 20
orphans and only 200 refugee children attending the school, All
of the monty colliegted, as well as additional food, clothing and
schpol sunrlies hes becn turned over to the school's officials. All
facets of this projiect have been coordinated with local US advisory
€lcments as the Tronsient stetus of the MRF vrecludes 1ts providing
the constant 1liaison recguircd by a project of this nature, It is
anticipated that this will be a continulng project until the Viet-
namesc school officimls become self-sufficlent once again,

(7) 1IMPACT Tecams, FEnemy activities during the TET
offensive demaged or destreyed many of the RF/PF outposts along
Highway 4 in DINH TUONG Preovince, Three Improvement action Teams
(IMPACT) were formed from 2nd Brlzede resources to assist in the
upgrading of thesc outposts, Each team consisted of .an expericnced
Infantry Licutenant and NCO, The teams denloyed throughout the
Rrovince amd conducted detalled surveys of cech outnost, Requisi-
tions were submiited through US chennels for required barrier
materials including 144,500 sandbags, 867 rolls of concertina wire
467 rolls of barbed wire, 12,850 pickets, 1100 shcets of steel
roofing, 27,706 board fcet of lumber, end various munitions, The
teams arc¢ currently monitoring.the recelot of these supplles and
assisting the RF/PF troops in constructing 49 outposts,

b. LIMITATIONS. . The following limiting factors affect
civil affairs operations conducted by the MBRF:

(1) Trensvortation., Although the MRF is 100% water
-mobille spact limitetions on board the assault boats and restricted
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alrmoblle assets reduce the ¢fvectiveness of the civil affairs
effort, CA teams are normally trrnswortcd throuzhout eath operation
on the medical suoport boat, Thls boat must be pvositioncd to
provide optimum sunhort of the battalion troops 1n contacty this

may not be the most- advantageous locetlon from & CA standpoint,

(2) Sccurity., Most MRF operations are condvcted in
contested or VC controlled ereces, CA teams must be provided with
security forces In order to conduct thelr activitles, which reduccs
the renge of thelr opera’ions from central locations in the battallon
aree of omeration, '

(3) Sun-ly. CA trams are limited in the quantitles of
suoplies which they mey take into the AO. Snace limitations on the
medical surnort boats force the battalion S5 to be oxccdinxly S¢l-
cctive in sunplics to accompany his team,

(4) Duretion in the AO. Elements of the MRF normally
remain in any ziven AO for one to three days, This time limitation
restricts the nature of clvlic scticn projects *hich may be completed,

o, NEW OH IMFnOVeD raCColUdiSe As e¢Xperience is gained in
MRF operations and new tools become available, new and/or improved
procedures are developed,

(1) Comrilations of data from the¢ Hamlet Evaluation
Survey (HES) system are now provided on a montilly basis to the MRF
by CORDS for all provinces in which the MAF operates, This data
includes estim~tes of the stitus of pacification for cech non-VC
controlled hamlet within cach district, This ¢stimate i1s made by
the individual best able to »rovide 1it, the District Senior Advisor,
HES data is used to determine apnropriatc tasks to be assigned to
cach battalion prior to an coperation, HES date gives the battalion
CA officer and insight into the stetus of pacific.tion within his
AQ prior to insertion,

(2) It 1s impracticel for MRF CA officer to e¢stablish
close lialson witih GVN Province end District officials for ecach of
the meny arces in which the MRF operatcs, However, lialson is
established shortly after insertion of MRF e¢lcments in & glven
Province/District., Valuable information may be exchenzed in this
manncl without the risk of a sccurity compromlise for the operation.
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{3) A ESYOP/Civil Affeirs Nevel Officer was assigned
to River Flotilla One in carly April. Modifications to cxisting
procedures are now being mede to fully c¢xploif the increased cepa-
bilities this orgenizotional change has produced,

(4) During the perivd coverecd by this repert an im-
proved storage facility vies made aveilable in the MRB for CA activi-
tices, It 1s now nossihtle to meintain an adcquatce basic load of
CA suonlies within the MRB thereby increasing the capabilities of
the MRF to wmerform civic action projects,

(3) Increcascd command emphasis of civil affalrs activi-
tices at all levels within the MRF has permitted quantitative incre-
asc and qualitative improvement of tho overall MRF clvil affeirs
program,

9. (C) Psyohological Operations:

8, Gecnerelr During the revorting period 7,432,083 leaf-
lcts Were dissemineted, 113 hours of loudspeaker broadcasts were
made, 124 hours of VN radio time and 11 hours of movie time Wero
logged in sunvort of Brigade tactical operetions, FPSYOP supnort
was dirccted toward Viet Cong units to decrease thelr cffectiveness,
increase their defections, and demoralize theilr units. PSYOP sup-
port vas also dirccted toward civilians and dctainces tor eoxplain
the U,S, oresence in the coperational area, ¢xplein the role of tho
@¥N, control the populace activities during operetions, induce the
people of Vietnam to become informcrs and gain sunport for the GVN,

b, Opcrationst

(1) General: The TET Offensive generally brought
Brigede PSYOP activitics to a helt, Six rapild reection leaflets
Wwcre immedlately requested and five new tapes were develop:cd util-
1zing themes susgested by the Joint U,S, Public Affairs Offlce
(JUSPAO), However, there were no meens avaellsble to employ the new
tapes, and the requested leaflet wiere not aevailadble for two weeks,
As a result of the TET Offensive, the Brigsde's twico-weekly sched-
uled U-10 missions tere also canceled during the first week of
February. No orgenic eircraft were avellsble to the Brigade for
PSYOP, Navy Asssult Support Pdtrol Boat {.SPB's) were used for
loudspesker missions, but the majJority of combet operations were
noar citles, thereby roducinz the':effoctiveness of watorbvorne
broadeagts, It was not until 15 Fedruiry, when the MRF noved bopeme
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in the vicinity of CAN THO that the Brigsde PSYOP program was able
to gein its momentum,

(2) Operstion CORON..LQC XI. -

(e) Gencrals PSYOP missions in suvrort of the
Brig-defs operations during Operation COACHALO KI consisted malnly
of Wwaterborne spesker broadcessts, This vnroved to be effoative since
a majority of the people live along the watervays, where most of
the Brigzede's opcrations occurred, Themes for the watervorne broad-
cests werer "Explanation of U,S. Presence,® "VC Desecration of TET,®
*NLF Suicide Missions,® ¥Curfcw Bours,™" “Clear the waterways,® and
"Search of 3ammans,” C-47, U-10,.2nd UHLB aircraft vere used for
both lcaflet drops and loudswezker broedcasts in the areca of oper-
ation, Acrial leaflet and broadcast themes werer "VC Leaders Dupe
Soldicrs into Killing Innoeent Civilians,™ “VMLF Sulcicde aAttacks
During TET,™ "Return to Your Peovle," and "Comnatriots - Did You
~s¥% the VC to Liberate You?! Artillery wes elso uscd to employ
leaflets (twice) during combzt cperations,

(b) On 7 Februsry 1968 a PSYOF progrem was pre-
sented to detalnces an-rehended during Cperation CQHCLaLO X1« The
Deteinee Prozrem has oner  tedeonsistently since 7 February and has
been intecrated as a regular pert of the Brigede®s POYOF program,

(c) On 21 February 1968, a ra»id reaction tepe
was develoowd from interrosstion of & PW cantured durin:z operation
CORONADO XI and a UHLB speaker mission was flo¥wn azsinst tho 303rd
MF -Battalion in PHONG DINH Province vicinity YR?74997,

(d) On 24 Februery 1968, the Brigade conducted &
Cordon and S:zrch oner=ticn on CU La0 MaY Island, loceted just
southwest of CaN THC. FSYCF su-wort was vprovided with acrial loud-
speaker broadcasts, acrial leaflet drovs, Taterborne loudspeaker
broadcasts, sround loud8peaker, redic broadcasts and hand distribu-
tion of lcaflets =nd magazines, Loudspesker broadcast themes pro-
vided forse an explanation of the Cordon and Scarch operetion,
Chicu Hol Appcz2ls, &nd instructions to the lnhabitants to uvacuate
the island uslag one of two c¢stablished collecticen points, Leaf-
lets vere printed esnecially for the Cordon and Scerch operetion
and thec themes were twofold: “Civilians go to Collection Points®
and "VC Rally to Collection Points or Die,"
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(3) Operation TRUONG CONG DINH,

(a) Generals During oner~tion TROMG CONG DINg,
PSYOY sunport consisted of Artillery lesflet drops, ecrial C-47,
U-10 and UHIB loudspcaker broadcasts and le~flet drops, waterborne
and ground speaker missions, detainee prozram, and movic and radio
missions., On 5 March 1968, posters wWere placed along Highway 25
bctweoun DONG TaM and MY THO offering a rettard for information lead-
ing to the cavture of individuals resronsible for the mining of
& bus carrying Vicetnamese orphans,

(b) 0On 7 Merech 1968, leaflets were distributed
by ground troops in houses, bunkers, and aleong trells in CHO Gad
District, DIsa TUGG Zrovince.

(¢) On 14 Merch 1968, PSYOP support was providc
to Navy TF 117 e¢limints during a Riverine Armcd Reconnslssance
Elcment (HARY) missinn., The odJcet of the r3YOP su-nort wvas to
make & loudsneeker broeccast to induce the Viet Cong to fight or
Join the legal governmont of Vietnam (Chieu Hoi)s., The lead assault
support patrol boat (ASPB) was bro-dcasting the message, as tho
RARE proceeded west on the S8k GIaNG RIVLR. Aoproximately 1655
hours the RARE %as taken under fire by the VC and one PSYOP team
member vas wWounded in action,

(&) An armed Fropazanda Team (APT) was cmployed
in suvport of the Brigadet's opcrstions in TRUC GIaNG District,
KIEN HOa Province on 7 April, On two occassions the APT was &ablc
to obtaln information “hich subsequently led to cnemy contact with
tWo companles of thc 515 Battalion, During thls optr-tion, the
APT distributcd leaflets, in numerous villages, Onc of particular
intcrest was FAUOC Dk Village which is 2  known VC Village,
Posters viere placed on trees and leaflets spread around the village,
Themes Wweres "End of VC hMeocns Pezee,” "Frecdom for the Pcople,®
"Death of VC," "9th Division has Returaed,” and ™9th Division will
Return,”

€. Sunvort: During thc reporting period, the Brigede's
psychological warfare program was conducted by an attached Field
Tcam from the 10th FSYOP Battalion. Alrcraft suvoport (U-10 and
C-47 alrcreft) for 2erial leaflet misslions was »rovided by the 5th
Ailr Commando Squadron,
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d, Equinment:

(1) Thre AN/UH15 spcaker set vas cmployed cxtensively
in ground and waterborne speaker missions,

(2) The Mobile iudio/Visual Unit (MAVU) was used to
i present movies abo-rd the deteilnee boat and on.the ground; it was
also used for radio broadcests, On several occassions, the Mavu
was emrloyed on a 1imited basis for waterbornc speaker broadoasts
but its performance vas inferior to the AN/U1HS5 speaker set,

€, Problem areas)

(1) Adequate resources (beth organic and supporting)
continues to pose difficulties in enhancing PSYOPS. &although the
leaflets emmloyed are of the hishest quality, thce reaction time to
requests for nev or other leaflets is two to three weeks from the
date of riquests., Several fectors heve definite influence on this
provlem; they are: frequeat disvlecement of the MRF, telephone
communicestions difficulties with the 10th PSYOP Betitalion, and non
avallability of transportation assets to efect personal laision
and direct coordin~tion with same,

(2) ULack of PSYOP intellisunce ceu=med problems in that

i it was difficult to develop good themes wWithout intelligence and an

uv to dete ares study. Much of the PSYCP intelliszence recelved
} centers 1tself in that Northern Corps. Therefore it is comoletoly
invaluable and not suitablc to Brisade's arca of operation. The
Brigede received very littler PSYOP intellizence from Hoi Chanhs or
PW-s, Limited resources mae it impossible for Brlgede PSYOP per-~
sonnel to conduct thelr own interrogation,

10, (C) cChemicel:

a, Durinz the revorting period several cherical operations
were initiated to compleuent tactical oocrations, AXL chemlical
operations and training were conducted undcr the stoff supervision
of the Brigade Chemical Officer.

b. Oper-tions conducted during the period were as follovwss

(1) E158 bomblet emmloyments The E158 was employod
. against enemy fortificd defensive positions to causc his abandoment
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of same and/or to supress his fires while friendly elements advanced
to destroy nim, The E158 was em=loyed from UHID helicopters, with
a preset aititude initiator sctting of 1,000 feot; excellunt target
coverage was obtalned,

(2) CS Persistent Bag dropsi Two eight pound bags
of nersistent C5-1 were wrapped togcther with detonation cord to
which o mcchanical time fuse Wwas &ttached, Scversl bags prepared
in this manner were dronned from an altitude of 1200 feet to deny
the encmy access to terraln; particularly in areas “herc they could
€ngege the boats and shivns of the MRB,

(3) CS Grenade Drops: Yhun cmoloyment of bulk €S was
net feasible and E158's were not reedily availablc, M7A3 CS grenades
Were emnloyed by alr from thelr packing containers., Upon arrival
in the terget area, the contailncrs of arenades viere drormed from
an altitude of 1000 to 1200 fcet, The arce of target coverzge ob-
tained wes equivelent to that of one E158 CS Cluster,

(4) DEFOLIATION: As a result of continious cnemy
threats to engase shins of the MRB, the decision was mede to de-
follate the vegetation alenz the south bank vicinity of DONG TaM.
The defoliation mission was performed by Alr Force nRench Hand Teams.

11, (C) Sizpmls

&, Durint this renortia- period no major comrunications
problenms occurred, Single-S.de-Band and airborne relay systems
were extensively employed durinz the Moblle Riverine Force's transit
from DONG TaM to CaN TAO, The Sinzle-Side~Band nct provided the
Brigade communications with ships of the HRF and the 4th Corps
Tactical Operations Center (TOC) at CaN THO. Also, during the
period of transit, the Brisede utilized the Radlo Wire Integration
facilities at DONG TeM to communlcate with the Division Forward
Comnand Post located at DONG TuaM. No significant communication
problems Were exnericnecd during the conlduct of all operations
in the VINE LONG, MY THO and CaN THO areas, The primary mcans of
communication ves FM voice, utilizinz the AN/VRC &% redio., The
Brigede and battzlion's Commend end Control Boats (CCB) were also
oemployed to vprovide manual relay and automatic rctransmiseion when
required, but this type of capabllity was a minimum rcqQuirement,

b, While in the CaAN THO arca the Brigede's multichannel
CENFIOENTAHL.
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volce communications system, AN/TRC~24 wes centercd in a communica-
tions terminal located at Cali ThO. This terminel was provided and
opcrated by .the 9th Signal Battalion, 9th Infentry Division, Using
this system the Brigadc provided telephone service to CaN THO,

DOMG TalM, and CaMP MARTIN COX. Tcletype service to SAIGOn, CalP
MARTIN COX and DONG TAM was also provided by this system, During
the period when the Brigzdo conducted tectical operations in the
DONG TAM/MY THO erca thce AN/TRC24 system was centered in o 9th
Signal Battalion-~-NIONG TaM tcrminal which provided the same service
ag outlined above ith teclevhone service into ?th ARVN Division
TOC at ¥Y THO.

vs Onc innovetion during the pcricd of this report was
the installation of en AB-577/G mast on the stern of the USS Benewah,
A cross frame vas installed on thiis mest to mount four RC-292
antcnnaeo, two of wiaich are used for the 2nd Brigade®s Command Qpur-
ation and Intelligence nete, Tht other two antennao are used by
the Navy, This system 18 approximaetecly 90 feet from the watorline
and it increased the Brigade's volcec communications range by et
lesst 5 kilometers, '

d. Sccurc FM volce was provided on the 2nd Brigade's Oper-
ation and Intellipgrnce net from the 2nd Brigede TOC on the USS
Benowah to all Battelion TOC's, located on the APL-26 and the USS
Colleton, and to the Brigadc's and Battalions' Command and Control
Boats, The Battalions' Commend and Control Boats were utilized
ag forward Bettallions Command Posts, The Brigede's CCB was used
mainly es a manual relay and/or automatic retransmission station,
The 2nd Brigede's Forwerd Command Post was looated on & 3rd Batta-
lion, 34th Agtillory CP Boat vwhich housed FM voice radlos, AN/VRC-U6
radios, and Singlc~-Side-Band cquipm-nt, AN/GRC-106, A KY-8 was
also installed on this boat to sc¢ecure volce scrvice on the Brigade
Cpcraticns end Intolligence Net,
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SECTION II

Lessons Loarnecds

Commanders! Obscrvation, Evaluations and Recommendstions

1, PERSONNEL1 None.
2, (C) OFERATIONS)
a, (C) Uso of "CS" against bunkers,

Obscrvation, Employment of *"CS" against fortified
fighting positions causecd thc enemy to ebandon the position and
cxpose himsclf to Tricndly fires,

Evaluation., During scveral offensive opurations
sgainst well constructcd/fortificd fighting positions, thc omployment
of “CS" 4Omm grensdes has dislolged cnimy personncl from the posi-
tions when artillery end other indircct fires couldn't, This does
not imply that artillery or eirstrikes are not effcctive against
well constrticted fortificd positions, Neoilther does 1t imply that
"C8" employment is the most c¢ffuctive means of driving cnemy forces
from bunkers, The em»loyment of 40mm “CS" grencdes complemented
all fires directed against the positions snd caused the enemy to
become confuscd and desperate, ot only to evade the fricendly forces,
but also the irritant agent, The “CS® grenade c¢m»loyced by the
bomm grcnede launcher affords commander the capabllity of employing
“CS8" at a lonz (300 meters) and close range, Presently the BOmm
1CS™ grenade is en “Insurce® item, '

Recommendations,

(1) Thet the 40mz “CS™ grenade be olassificd as
a8 “Standard™ item, and & b&sic load bec dotcrmined and issued,

(2) Further, that during thc interim period
{(Pending Standarization) morc 40mm “CS" grcnades be i1ssucd to afford
maximum usec, :
be (C) Close air supnoxt obscrvation,

Obecrvation, Light holicopter firce teams supporting
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friendly forces in contact during hours of darkness often have
difficuity in identifying friendly positions.

Evaluation, Units in contact during hours af
darkness often faill to propcrly mark their position eand e¢stablish
communications with the l1iczht fire team providing close alr subpport.
Prior to c¢mploying light fight tcems the ground force commander
must mark the 1imits of his positions, and verify the encmy force
location, In addition the light firc tcam should uvsteblish commun-
ications with the ground comamender, All friendly units in the
immcdiate arca of contzct must monitor thc radio net controlling/
¢mployling closc alr ‘supoort,

Recomme ndationss Commanders end small unit leaders
should be thoroughly familiar with the ordance capabilitics of
light fire toams and vproper marking techniques, and Af possible,
thet aviators be briefed on the overall tacticel eituation prior to
establishiny communications ith the ground force commender, Adjuste

ments of close ailr supnmorting fires must be made by the zround force
commander,

¢, (C} Employment of armed propeganda teams.

Obscrvation,-. Armcd propaganda tcams enhance both
peycholosgical operations and intelligence collectlion efforts,

Evaluation., .An armed vpropaganda tcam was omployecd
in sunrort of the Brigade during combat operztions conducted in
KIEN HOA Province. The team made valuable contributions not only
in the PSYOP drca, but also in the iatelligence collection effort,
On scveral ‘occessions timely and accurate intclligence was provided
by the tcam after their interrogetion of local civilians, The
intelligenece collected resulted in the Brigade estadblishing contact
with the encmy,

Recommgndations, Thet an armed propaganda tcam be
attached to thc Brigade,

3, TRAININGs Nonc,
4, (c¢) INTELLIG=NCE;

a, (C) Possible Compremisce of Projccted Combet Operations,
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Qbservation. Early coordination and issemination
of operation plans and orders may tond to provide the ¢nemy with
advance/adequate warning of the intended AQ or target,

Evaluation, The Mobllce Riverine Force operetes
throughout the central FERORG DELTA as a Mobile Striking Force seok-
ing targets developed by timely and e¢ffective intelligenoc, As
such, thc Brigade does not have a spoeific tactical arca of gpere-
ation and 1s therefore required to effect coordination for AO's and
8ptcificd strike 2zones, Early coordination end dissemination of
this information, vrior to th¢ commitment of fricndly forces is a
particular disadvantage because it allows adcquatc time for onomy
forcce to c¢xit the arca or preoere to defend ageinst the introduc-
tion of friendly forces into thue A0, In addition the dcsirdd flex-
.ibllity for committing ferces in any arca of operation selected/
dcsignated, as’a result f immediate and concrete intelligenceo, is
unobtainable due to the coordination required,

Recommcndations None,
5. (W GISTICS»
a. (U) Use of Bandopleors for smmunition maegazincs,

Obscrvation, Inadequate protcction of magazines
causcd malfunction of Mi6 riflcs,

Evaluation, .Dirt, mud, and othcr inert matter
eccumulate in ammunition (magazinc) pouches during normal field
operations causing & high malfunction rate of the M16 rifle, Troops
presently try to carry magezints in cotton bandoleers in ordcr to
alleviate the situation, but bandolocrs are diffioult to obtaln
and ar¢ usced beyond the point of scrviccabllity,

Becommendation. That a lightweight nylon bandoleo:
e 18sued 1in sufficient quantitics to mllovw cach man to carry
5,56mm megezines high on his body and completely covered,. The
nylon bandoleer would afford good protection from mud and dirt
and would dry and drein quickly if immersed in water,

b, (U} Collapsible water Jjugs.

-

Observation, Five gellon water Jugs often
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collapse when filled to their copacity, by the stress endured,

Evaluation, The plostic collapsible weter jug
permits maxinum quentities of fluids to be transyported in & contain-
€r of minimum weight, Howewer, the treight of the vater ceuses con-
sidcreble stress on tic plestic material when the Jugs arc f£illed,
wilch in turn subtsequently ccuse the jJuzs to collapse and bresk
aftcr frequent use, 4 two and onc-half (2%) gallon caoacity
collapsidble Jug, mede of the scme comnosition trould be morc practical
in terms of reducing the stress on the plestie material,

Recommendation. Thet a twWo end onc-half (23%)
&allen capccity vlastic tlater jug be vrocurcd for ficld use,

¢, (U) Protective cover for LAY,

Qbscrvation, The absence of &n outer protective
cover induces vossible damage to, and increesces the chances of mal-
function of the light anti-tank wcapon {(LaW),

Eveluation, Dirt, brush end constant handling of
66mm rockcts M72 (LAW) bcnd; breoks and fouls many of the exposed
small parts of -the wcapon, Extension of the firing tube and actual
firing become difficult and unncecssarily hazardous. Unserviceable
LAW's must bc destroyed thus crcating great cxpense end loss of
time, :

Recorrendation, That & high impact watorproof cowerd
vrocured to protcct HM?72 rocket launchers,

N ORGaNIZ YIONs None,
7. OTH=RS51 None,

SECTION III WITHDRAWN, HQ, DA; CONTAINED IN DIVIS1ON REPORT
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Inclosure 6 to Section I: Impivved Usage of AZM-nBS-l herizl loudspezker
System

The sitihie;Bo-f 1000-watt loudspezker system, & standard item of
jeeun, was modified somewhat to ensble its use in different configurations,
iwo sets of one ezch amplifier and remote were mounted on plywood bases and
attached to two fremes, each holding one bink of spr:kers, which enzble the
use of a single bank of Z50-watt speakers in a vehicular mode on two vehicles
This modification allows grecter flexability in the use of speaker systems
to support ground tactical and psychological operations and medcaps. 4
diagram of the system is attached as TaB 1,

The remaining 500-watt portion of the system was made into a
double bank of speakers to fit on thc H-23 helicopter, utilizing a U-frame
and brace to fit the lending skids. The two amplifiers end remotes were
originully pleced in a four-sided box~-like configuration which fits ecsily
into the cockpit of the helicorter betweenthe opsrator's legs, ¢nd produces
excellent results. an improved version of this is being constructed at
this time, consisting of two plyvood bases each mounting a single rerote
and amplifier identiczl vo the 250-watt configurction, mounted back to back
on a wooden frame, and parallecled., s diagram of the system is attached
as T~B 2.

The systems are designed so thet they are, with a 15-minute
preparation time, ensily converted zgain into the original 1000-watt
configuration, and ready to £ in UH1D aircreft.

The <50-wett s;stem, vehiculcr mounted, has been field tested
and found extremely effective at distances of 1500 meters,

The 500-watt syctem, mounted on the skid of an H-<3 helicogter,
was t ested and found to be extremely satisfactory from an altitude of
2000 feet, airing a broadcast at an angle of 45° to the ground. 4As time
and aircraft zvailability permit, the system will be further tested to
determine its limits and performence characteristics,
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