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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

APO San Francisco 96370 

20 August 68 

SU:BJEC'l': Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending 
31Jul71968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 

Comunding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFllC-RE-H, APO 96266 
Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375 
Cemmanding General, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-111', APO 96558 

1. (c) Section 11 Operations: Significant Activities. 

•• (c) Introduction. 

(1) Im-ing this reporting period 1 May - 31 Jul 68, the 9~ Infantry 
Division continued operations in support of mission and tasks either 
apeoifi~d or implied by III Corps/II FFORCEV Combined Campaign Plans 
1966, dated 15 Dec 67, and the RVNAF, JGS/MJ,CV Combined Campaign Plans 
1968, il 143, dated 1 Nov 67 and 1 Jun 68. Division headquarters remained 
at Camp Martin Cox(YS 1799) until 25 Jul 68 at which time the headquarters 
displaced the forward command post at Dong Tam :Base Camp (XS 4143). On 
7 Jul 68 the Division TAOI was reduced by the loss of the southern part 
o! Long Xhanh Province as depicted in Incl 3, Map of Div Tactical Area of 
Werest (TAOI). This area is now the responsibility of the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment. 

(2) The mission of the 9th Inf Div is to conduct sustained, coordi­
nated combined air and ground.operations to destroy Viet Cong (VC) and 
Borth Vhtnameee (BVA) main and loo.al force units, and their installations 
and infrastructure iq the TAOI; in close cooperation and coordination 
with Task Force 117 execute ground and riverine operations to interdict 
VC/NVA -land and water lines of oemmunication {LOCs) and deny the use of 
their base areas and to destroy targeted main and local force uni ts; · -· - -
conduct consolidation and p~cification operations to identify and deatny 
VC guerrilla uni ta knd in!'raatructu:re and secure population centers and 
LOCa in cl•s• ceordination and nHperation with the gevernment of Vietnam 
(GVJf) force■; conduct support operation• to further a1si1t the GVlf 
~acification program by enhancing the capabilit1 ot tlut jrary of tlut 
Republic of Vietnam (ilVB), Popular Forces (PF), and B•~onal Forces {RF), 
and by contributing to the .!M,aJ..~,..aaa, .. .,,.lfa.· of''t1ia' cl-nl'ian ~ation. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOD DIR 52110.10 
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The 9th Inf Div has sucessfully accomplished this mission by conducting 
the above operations in Bien Hoa, Gia Dinh, Long An, Go Cong, Dinh Tuong, 

. Kien Tuong, Kien Hoa, Vinh Binh, Vinh Long, Kien Phuong, Long Khanh, 
Phong Dinh and Chuong Thi en Provinces. 

(3) The 9th Inf Div was involved in.combat during every day (92 days) 
of this reporting p(:ri.od while conducting four major operations that commenced 
er continued during the reporting period: Operation KUDZU, TOAN THANG 
(Phases I and II), TRUONG CONG DINH, and PEOFLE 1S ROAD (Duong Cua Dan). 

(4) In addition to the operations listed above the 3d Squadron. 5th 
Cavalry(-), participated in combat operations in the I Corps Tactical 
Zone (CTZ). The squadron conducted mounted and dinmounted patrols in 
areas as desigr.ated. Troop D remained at Camp Martin Cox and participated 
in missions as assigned by division headquarters. 

(5) There were two major changes in division operations during this 
reporting period, The first involved the exchange of missions and locations 
of the 1st and 3d Brigades on 23 Jun 68. 3d Brigade 'With two maneuver 
battalions relocated from the Tan An area to Dong Tam Base to facilitate 
its transition to the second mobile riverine force. The 1st Brigade 
with three infantry battalions and one mechanized battalion now operates 
in Lone An province, The other change involved displacing the division head­
quarters from Camp Martin Cox to its new base camp at Dong Tam on 25 July 
68. This move was made for two reasons, first to position the division 
headquarters in the heart of the area of its operations, and secon~ to 
make room at Camp Martin Cox for the new Royal Thai Army Voluntee~ Force 
(RTAVF), MG Ewell turned the Camp Martin Cox (Bearcat) Base Camp over to 
MG Tawee, CG RTAVF on 29 Jul 68. A division rear was established in the 
Bearcat TAOR. The RTAVR, which will depart on 15 August, is providing 
in-country orientation and training for the RTAVF. 

(6) On 1 Jun 68 BG Elvy B. Roberts replaced BG Morgan C, Roseborough 
as ADC-A. On 16 Jun 68 BG William A. Knowlton, ADC-B, departed the command 
and was replaced by BG James s. Timothy on 16 Jul 68. COL Ira A. Hunt 
became Chief of Staff on 4 May 68, replacing LTC Myron E. Lee. On 28 May 68 
COL Robert Archer assumed command of the 2d ~rigade from COL Bert W. David. 

(7) During the reporting r:eriod two of the -\ivision1 s battalion 
commnndl'!re were killed in hostile action, Ll'C Van Deusen, 2-47th Inf (M), 
died 42 !I Jul 68 when hit helicopter was ahot .down, and LTC llerzinAC, 
4-39th Inf, vas killed by a mine on 30 Jul 68, 

e Olv'f/tJElv'TlAiL 
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(8) On 19 Jul 68 the 9th Inf Div was presente4 the Vietnamese Unit 
Citation for Valor-Ar.ned Forces Level by LTG Khang, CG III CTZ at ceremonies 
marking the 50th anniversary of the division's organization. !G Ewell 
received the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm in behalf of the 
9th Int' Div officers and men. The unit award was presented for. valorous 
and outstanding performance of duty against the Viet Cong and JJVA during 
the period Dec 66 through Jun 68. · 

(9) On 22 Jul 68 the 9th Aviation Battalion was presented with the US 
Valorous Unit Award for ~litary operations on 2 Sep 67 at Rach Kien, Long 
An Province in support of the 3-39th Info · 

b. (C) Organization 

(1) In addition to tie ~hree brigade& of the 9th Inf' Div,·the Royai 
Thai Army Volunteer Regim~nt :a.~emained 0.1-'C.;ON to the division du_"'ing this 
reporting period; and Task Fo.rce Forsyth and Task l!'orce Ftmston, provisicmal 
headquarters formed by the div:tsion, continued the responsibility of the 
defense of Camp Martin Cox (YS 1799) and Dong Tam Base (XS 4143) respectively. 
On 1 Jul 68 9th DISCOM assumed -~he duties of Task Force Funston and Task 
Poree Funston was deactivated. On 20 JW1 68, the 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment was detached from the 9th Inf Div by USARV General Order 2867. 

(2) Under the provisions of Hq USARPAC General Order No. 354, dated 
16 Jul 68, the 2d Brigade was reorganized under the new riverine MTOE. 
The riverine organization was designed to maximize an infantry battalion's 
ettectiveness for operations in inundated areas r:ry eliminating non-essential 
personnel and equipment and by adding selected personnel and equipment 
made necessary by environment. 

The brigade headquarters company has be~n e~larged to give it the 
capability to exercise command and control 01' the brigade elements from 
tacili ties aboard ship. The riverine battal:iQ..i-:> contain four rifle companies 
and a headquarters company organized to faciJit~te command and control of 
battalion operatione from aboard the assualt cz~ft. Since the riverine 
battalions operate from ships and boats organic wheeled transportation has 
been replaced by a limited number of small boats. Experience has show 
that the riverine battaU9ns can operate more effectively with machine guns 
than with mortars. Therefore, the number of machine guns in the battalions 
has been increased from 24 to 36, and the number of 81mm mortars reduced 
tro■ 12 to eight. Communications capabilities remain the same, but with 
manpacked radios substituted !or vehicular radios. Personnel are provided 
to man the boat communications facilities in conjunction with the Navy. 

The 105mm artillery b•ttalion has been similarly streamlined to allow 
it to operate from towed barges. Wheeled transportatior~ and handling 
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personnel for ammunition have been eliminated. 
Strength authorizations are as follows: 

Off !'.Q. En1 
.BEC, 2d Bde 28 3 158 

~ (3-47 Int, 4-47 Inf, ~-60 Inf) 

Rifle Company 

Riverine Battalion 

BBB, 3-34 J.rty 

J'iring Battery 

17. 

5 

31 

20 

8 

Jrty' Battalion j 44 

(3) Organizatio al Structure - Incl 1. 
. I . 
(4) Roster o! Key Personnel - Incl 2. 

i 
(5) Division TAOI - Incl 3. 

o. (U) Personnel and Administration 

1 144 

158 

1 776 

1 

1 

120 

101 

423 

Ass. 
189 

162 

163 

814 

141 

109 

468 

(1) General data: See Inclosure !our for information a11d statistical 
data concerning the following: 

I 
I 

(a) Maintenance or unit strength 
I 

(b) Personnel Management 

(c) Development and maintenance of moral 
I 

' (d) Maintenance of discipline, law and order 

(2) SiQE:ficant'Activities: 

(a) Adjutant General: 

1 The Awards and .Decorations Branch completely reor8~zed during 
this period by adding a full time night shift. i'bis was required because 
ot the increased number of award recommendations resulting from heavy 
fi,ll'hting during thP .... 

1

,,,.io,~. Jn sddi tion, s separate section wrio 0 dded for 
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handling and processing ARVN. awards. These additions have resulted in 
mor9 ti~ely processing of awards as well as a significant decrease i~ the 
backlog o! awards. 

Z. Planning and Yreparation !or the relocation o! the AG Section to 
Dong Tam Base was finalize~ and the move was accomplished during late 
July • .la of the end of this reporting period only the Personnel ServiceA 
Division and a minimum of personnel from each of the other divisions 
remain at Camp Martin Cox. It is anticipated the entire JG Section will 
be established and operational at Dong Tam Base by mid-September. 

(b) Judge Advocate General: 

1 General: During this quarter, four enlisted men and two commissioned 
officers were tried _by general court-martial; an increase over the total 
of five enlisted men during the previous quarter. No significant trends er 
problem areas were =oted in this area during the qusrter. 

Z. Legal Assistlnce: Legal assistance to units in the field was 
rendered via the "circuit rider" method during the past q1.1arter. In 
addition to these field visits by the legal assistance officer, the 
Stat! Judge Advocate and the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate ~lso made 
numerous staff viai ts to commanders of the various uni ts, providing legal 
assistance and guidance where needed. 

l· Judge Advocate :Bulletin: On 11'July 1968 the office of the Staff 
Judge Advocate prepared and distributed a new publication for the infor­
mation and guidance to th~ nommanders. This publication is entitled 
"Judge Advocate Bulleti1.," The purpose of the bulletin is to keep 
personnel in tlie field abreast of changes in military and civil law and 
to inform them of troublesome areas in legal administration at unit 
level, as well as give guidance to -preclude repeated emrs. The first 
publication covered items of interest in the field of military justice, claims 
and military affairs. 

A. During this period the Staff Judge Advocate implemented a new 
command program of clemency tor personnel conf1ned. The Staff Judge 
Advocate secures a dail7 report of gains and losses from the stockade, 
posts the results on a roster and establishes suspense cards on eac~ 
prisoner. Each prisoner's record is screened weekly and he is T.l.sited 
b:r e Judge Advocate when required. In an:y case a Judge Advocate will 
Tiait a prison-.1r during bis third veek in confinement. The unit is 
notified ot the prisoner's record in the stockade and directed to re­
lease the prisoner on his thirtieth day of confinement or reply by 
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indorsement, =equesting further confinement together with specific justi­
fication for such request. Upon release of the prisoner from the stockade 
the Sta!! Ju.cf8e Advocate assists in securing a :rehabilitative transfer ot 
the individual if requested by the unit. Although this program is still 
in the trial staB'"s, it is firmly believed tr.at it can be highly success­
tul with the cooperation ot major subordinate comande.ra and will sharply 
reduce the nU11ber ot man~s lost throu&h confinement. 

l Claims: Since the Tm Offensive, approximately 360 claims were 
made resulting from the destruction and loss of personal property in 
billets, warehouses, and conexes which were either partially or complete~ 
destroyed by enemy mortar and rocket fire. Even though no funds were 
available !or the payment ~f claims for the period 1 May through 28 June, 
94~ ot these claims were processed as ot 31 July 1968. Payment of these 
claims has enabled the individual solcier to ~eplece his destroyed per­
sonal property, to purchase new items and to go ~n H&R by the replacement 
ot destroyed funds saved for those purposes. A leit.er received from US 

·j-rrq Claims Service, 10 July 1968, provided that autho::-:.lty is granted 
effective 1 July to obligate and pay claims for Fiscal Year 1969. 

(c) Surgeon: ,.Operation Satestep" continued during this period. Its 
primary purpose is to investigate the pathegenesis, treatment and p~even­
tion and to implement measures desig!led to reduce the incidence of derma­
tological problems in troop~ _operating in a ziverine environment. 

Testing continues in the area of paddy boots, special socks and 
'lightweight tennis shoes designed to afford maximum temperature reduction 
to the feet. 

Preliminary results again confirm the inadequacy of the first paddy 
boot. It does · not provide adequate support and it allows_ too much · 
mud and sand to gather in the boot, further irritating the feet. It also 
allows injury by minor objects such as-paddy straw. It~~ believed that 
further experiments with this boot would prove useless ahd therefore the 
test should be abandQned. Kudora fabric and lightweight\1fomex fabrics are 
also objectionable for the same reasons. Experiments wi~~ these are con­
tinuing and results will be forwarded to the &ivironmentai Science 
Laboratories as soon as tests have been completely eval~ted. 

Two studies have been completed in the use of Griseofulvin prophylaxis 
in prevention ot fungal disease. The results show a significant decrese 
in fungal disease. 

(d) Chaplain: During this period the Division Chaplain completed a 
stuq entitled C':i.aplain Operations in the Mobile Riverine force. This 
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study, the !irst of its kind, has provided s comprehensive insight.into the 
du ties or a chaplain with the Mfil'. 

(a) Red Cross: During this period one additional Assistant Field 
J>irector was authorized within the Division. The Red Cross Office now 
bas one Field Director and seven Assistant Field Directors. In addition, 
the Vietnam-wide Red Cross Public Inrormation-Public Relations Program was 
emphasized thro\.18hout the Division resulting in more troops becoming 
aware of the many services offered by the Red Cross. 

(!) Tiger Scouts: The 9th Division Tiger Scout Program has made 
significant advances. At the end of this reporting period the Division 
was employing 186 Tiger Scouts and was !est approaching the USARV alloca-. 
tion oi' 200 Tiger Scouts, 

In preparation for the Tiger Scout Language Training I•rogram to be 
initiated by the Division 9 two enlisted man were selected as instructors 
and sent to the Joint General Staff Language School in Saigon. These in­
structors will be utilized to initiate a one-week language training course 
for the Division Tiger Scouts in order to augment the intelligence collect­
ing agencies now utili~ed by the Division • 

. The Division has also published a Tiger Scout Dictionary, This dic­
tionary gives Vietnamese, English and the phonetic pronunciation of the 
English word in Vietnamese, It'is hoped that this will enable the Tiger 
Scouts to learn some English-Military terminology in order to !acil~tate 
communications with US soldiers. Eventually the dictionary will be printed 
on waterproof paper in order to increase its durability for field use. 

The Tiger Scout Program has proved extremely effective and useful in 
the counterinsurgency environment. 0 The performance of Tiger Scouts is 
directly proportional to the imagination and initiative of the employing 
unit, During the next period the Division hopes to increase the number 
and quality of scouts employed. 

d. (c) Intelligence. 

(1) Discussion and Recapitulation of Enemy Order of Battle (See 
Inclosure 5 for Enemy Unit Locations), 

(a) Disc•1ssion. 

1· General: Since the TET Offensive the indicators showed the enemy 
was preparing for a second offensive on the city of SaigonJ it was during 
the first week of_ May that the indicators became acute and attack was 
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illllllinent. On 5 May, the enemy began his coordinated attack on the city. 
In the Divisiou Area of Operations the enemy attempted penetration with 
three battalions, particularly at the "Y" B:d.dge where they were virtually 
decimated as they attempted to seize the bridge leading into the city. 
1'be rest of the country was.quiet as apparently the enemy did not have 
the strength to conduct another nationwide offensive. About .the 12th of 
May, the enemy began withdrawal from th~ p~rimeter of the city to areas 
which be .believed to be secure from Al+ied Operations. Throughout the 
rest of the reporting period the enemy continued to avoid contact and 
conduct preparations for future operations which it is anticipated will 
come in the form of another major attack on the city of Saigon some time 
in .August or Septembero Enemy attempts to avoid contact were not always 
successful as the Allied uni ts continually sought out the enemy in his 
base areas and inflicted substantial casualties to his units. 

2 Long .An Province: After the abortive Tet Offensive the bulk of 
tha enemy's resources and energy in Long An - Southern Gia li'..nh went into 
rebuilding shattered units and reorganizing the area in preparation for 
the May offensive on the Saigon Metropclitian complex. From the beginning 
of the offensive the enemy fought an essentially defensive battle. The 
ohly initiative the enemy retained was the actual start of the offensive 
and duration of time he was willing to com.mi t his forces. The primary 
attack in Sub~region 3 (SR3) was by the Phu Loi II, the 506 and 5th Nha Be 
Battalions With the two latter battalions given the primary objective of the 
"Y• :Bridge. The 2d Independent Battalion was in sup!)Ort, but was contacted 
south of An Phu and never entered tha primary attack area. The 265 Battalion 
apparently had the mission of keeping the supply lines open but was inter­
dicted northeast of Can Giuoc. The enemy apparently drained his resources 
in manpower and supplies in order to conduct,the May Offensive. 

During the remainder of the reporting period enemy activity has been . 
limited to interdiction of the LOC's and attacks by £ire on selected targets. 
J major reassessment of the situation was undertaken by the enemy as indi­
cated by documents and PW's while the primary target remains Saigon, the 
enem;r has had to rebuild his entire main force structure to include a 
massive reorientation program for the cadre. 

Within Long An Province, one new NVA battalion has been identified. 
On 23-25 June, south ot Ben Luc, elements of the 1st Brigade contacted the 
newly infiltrated 294 battalion and dealt them a serious defeat. P\11$ have 
indicated the battalion was given the primary support role for a forth­
coming offensive on Saigon and an area of operations in Westem Bach Kien 
and Northam Tan Tru. 

The major capture of the period occured on 8 July when the 1st :Brigade 
captured the political officer of the 2nd Independent battalion in the 
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vie of Thurm My, XS 249567. On .hi3 perscn was a list of the new letter box 
!lumbers: (JJ3Nt:). ·for SR 3 which reconfirmed. the 294 Battalion. 'l'be Political 
officer also reconfirmed the enemy's continued threat against Saigon and 
the major reorganization. Included in the list of LBNs under SR 3 were 
precincts in Saigon indicating that the enemy may have reorganized the 
capitol to elimin3te part of the command and control problem that plagued 
his other attempts. The enemy has possibly introduced more rockets and 
rocket:capable units into Long An. The list of LBNs includes two 107mm 
companies and 107mm rockets have been used within Long An. 

The fact that the VC were forced to rely on NVA units and fillers dur­
ing this period is just one of several difficulties lacing enemy forces. 
The enemy attempted to continue pressure on Saigon by interdiction of the 
LOCs highlighted by the successful attack on the Ben Luc Bridge. However, 
the prompt placement of the floating bridge across the Vam Co Dong nullified 
the economic impact of this actiono The enemy units in Long An have con­
tinued their present policy of using widely dispersed base areas. One 
FW indicated that his 130 man company was.spread over an area of 4 km. 
Contact with friendly forces has been avoided and the enemy's apparent pri­
mary mission at the end of the reporting period is protection of base areas, 
LOCe and preparation for a future offensive. 

,l ·Military Region II: Since the begirming of May the enemy battalions 
in MR II generally attempted to avoid contact while local force units con­
tinue interdiction of LOCs, harassment of RF/PF outposts and limited attacks 
by fire on GVN controlled areas. The 308th weal Force (LF) Bn from Vinh 
LoD8 Province was discovered in Saigon and the 261 B Bn to Kien Hoa indi­
cated a definite shift in tactics; apparently the enemy is going to reduce 
large unit operati~ns at least tor the time being in the Delta • 

.!. VC My Tho Province: The VC of z.t,, Tho Prov1'1c!" during the beginning 
of May were widely dispersed with the 514 A Bn in Go Cong, the 261 1 Bn 
:northwest of My Tho, the 514 A Bn in z.t,, Hanh Deng, and the 263 Bn in Base 
Jrea 470. However due to aggressive allied operations the enemy was forced 
to withdraw to Base Area 470. The 7th ARVN Division put pressure on the 
514 .B Bn in Go Cong when on 7 May, ARVN Troops il..llled 25 VC in an ettack 
led by the 7th ARVN Division Commander himself. A few days later on 9 May, 
the 7th ARVN division eneaged the 261 A Bn on the edge of the Plains of 
Reeds northwest of z.t,, Tho and killed 97 vc. Both the 514 B Bn and the 261 
J Bn suffering from severe casualties, moved generally west to the vicinity 
of My Hanh Dong (XS 2657), an area which they apparently believed to be 
secure. On 3 and 4 June the 1st .Brigade conducted airmobile assaults into 
the area, killing 187 VC and forcing the 514 A, 514 .B, 261 A nnd 261 .B to 
retreat into .Base Area 470 where they remained until the end 0£ the re­
porting period. PW's report that allied :B-52 strikes took their toll of 
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the already depleted enemy strength. 

A VC Ben Tre Province: On 8 May the 516 Battalion attacked 2 bat­
talions o! the 10th ARVN Regt, inflicting heavy casualties. Since 10 May 
the enemy has conducted no significant offensive operations and has re­
mained in his base areas. During Allied operations in the Province the 
550 Bn and 520 Bn have been located but due to limited contact order of 
battle information has not developed on these units to date. A ?,I from 
the 261 B Battalion was captured and he stated that his unit had been 
operating in VC Ben Tre Province since the middle of April when it arrived 
from VC My Tho Province. 

(b) Recapitulation 

UNIT STRENGTH EFFEx:TIVENESS 

9th VC Div 6420 · Combat effective 

1st Regt 760 Not Combat effective 

271 Regt 1450 Marginally combat effective 

272 Regt 1450 Marginally combat effective 

273 Regt 1400 M3rginally combat effective 

274 Regt 950 Not combat effective 

Doan 10 180 Marginally effective 

Dong 'l'hap l Regt 940 Not combat effective 

K3 .NVI Bn 350 Combat effective 

K34 Arty Bn 250 Combat effective 

Phu Loi II 300 Combat effective 

2d Ind Bn 80 Not combat effective 

5th 1'ha Be Bn 60 Not combat effective 

6th Bn 100 Not combat effective 

16th Bn 250 MArginally ~~mbat effective 
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STRENGTH 

150 

200 

200 

200 

325 

300 

300 

275 

300 

270 

230 

100 

300 

250 
I 

Enemy Tactics and Techniques. 

EFFECTIVEm:SS 

Not combat effective 

Marginally combat effective 

Marginally combat effectice 

Not combat effective 

Marginally combat effective 

Marginally combat effective 

Marginally combat effective 

Mnrginally combat effective 

Marginally combat effective 

Marginally combat effective 

Marginally combat effective 

Not combat effective 

Combat effective 

Marginally combat effective 

i~ing the May offensive the enemy attempted -:o infiltrate b'.•tta1ion 
aiz~ µni ta into the city of Saigon and time r,nd i;i.me again these W1its 
were detected and engaged by allied forces, and failed to penetrate the 
perimeter of the city. Since the May offensive, captured enemy documents 
suggest that during the next offensive the enemy will attempt to infiltrate 
the city in company size units utilizing guices provided by higher head~uar­
ters. In addition there is increased evidence throughout the area of 
interest tha.t enemy uni ts are being issued US and ARVN uniforms for the 
purpose ot int'iltrating allied installations Jllld possibly the capital city. 
There is some evidence this tactic may have been used in the attack on the 
Binh Due Training Center near My 'rho. The enemy also appears to be feeling 
the etfects ot Allied LOC interdict,ion Bcti v:I ti eA t111ri.nAr t.""" 1,,,.,,, ... ., ,,f' · dArk-
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ness and there is some evidence he i~ attempting to move mo.re supplies 
during the hours of daylight as unobtrusively as possible. In an attempt · 
to deny his caches from allied searches it is apparent he is now turning 
to waterproof containers sunk along cl!18l banks to replace the traditional 
oache sites in graves or bUllk:er walls. A tactic he developed in reaction 
to massive allied air and artillery fire power was to build his bunkers 
about 75 to 100 meters beyond the nippa palm and wooded areas where we might 
e:,;peot to find him and would generally place our preparatory fires. The 
tactic of bUllk:er displacement out of the woodline combined with the increased 
availability of anti-aircraft machine g\UlS to local force battalions proved 
to be a real hazard 'until the tPctio was'identified and the fires and flight 
paths of the aircraft were adjusted. · 

(2) Ene1111 Losses '(May-July) 

Xli-2978 

DEl'AL"iEES-1885 

FWs-326 

crRIEO HOI-2 

CREW-SERVED WEAPONS {c/s)-102 

SMALL ARMS (SA)-562 

AMM0-87643 

MINES-1608 

GRAIN (IN TONS)-2765 

SAMPABS-619 

STRUCTURES-1149 

!tJHKEBS-6370 

(3) Intelligence Sources and Agencies 

(a) Progress continued during the reporting period in the identifica­
tion of the Viet Cong in!rastructUl"e operating within the division TAOI. 
A total of 837 personalities were added to the Counte1·intelligence Sections 
blacklist. Of this total, 68 were identified in !ien Hoa Province, 315 in 
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Long An Province, 367 in Din~ 'Ji1onu. 41 in K3tn Hoa Province. These 837 
politic al personalities inc 1 u,ied 106 mi h tary intelligence and security 
cadre, 58 commo-liaison agents, 87 finance and economy cadre, 99 pro­
selyting cadre, 53 military affairs cad.re, a.r.1 434 local Viet Cong govern­
ment leaders, officials and party secretarieso Viet Cong propagandists :i.n 
Long An Province and Dinh Tuong Province continued their campaign to dis­
credit US and GVN politic al programs ,.rnd. to rally local residents to the Viet 
Cong cause. The Viet Cong propagandists increased their efforts to persuade 
ARVN Region~l Forces and Popular Foi:~es soldiers to join the Viet Cong. 
Viet Cong intelligence cadre continue,i theJr efforts to gain information 
of FWMAF operating within the diYisionPl TAOI to specifically include the 
9th Infantry Division. The Viet Ccng placerJ. gTP.At emphasis on penetration 
operations. During the reporting period, five low level Viet Cong intelli­
gence operations and a three man· VC mortar dam.ag1:1 assessment cell were 
neutralized at Dong Tam Baseo A combined US-Vietnamese intelligence effort 
resulted in the neutralization of a large prostitute ring at Dong Tam Base. 
This prostitute ring's mission was (1) to gain information from US troops 
on Dong Tam Base, (2) to attempt to steal US ~eapons, and (3) to attempt 
to lure US troops away from Dor.g Tam Base where they would be captured by 
Viet Cong guerrillaso Intellj gen.ce reports indicated the Viet Cong ,dll 
increase their efforts to recruit indigeno~s wo~kers on 9th Infantry Divi­
sion Base camps for the purpose of gattering information. 

(b) The Division Interrogation Section p:•ocessed a total of 1697 det­
ainees. Of this total, 1153 .ere cl ss~fied :.nnocent civilians, 352 were 
classified civil defendants, and 1'P ••e!'e cl, ssified prisoners of war. 
In addition, the section processed 168 bat~hes of C-~tured documents, 118 
of which were of tactic.al valu~_. Th,:- section alc.;o processed approximately 
4000 pounds of captured materieL, consist ~ng pricarily of medical supplies 
and Viet Cong clothing and equiprne::1t o 

. (4) Long Range Fat:,:ol (IBP) Activ1 t.ie:,o · . . I[/ 
During the reporting period,- Compan,v l:',, './)th Infantry (I.RP) con inued 

to phase its' operat.ions deep.·e::- in·t·o· t. l.1e Mehl:.1~ Dt!lta. While the C~~pany (-) 
continuel-l to employ two 8 man patrols by River Patrol :Boat along th' JSonp; 

. Dong N~i and one 10 man patrol West 'Jf Hwy Q.L 15, the bulk o! the p ~rol 
assets are em~loyed at Tan An and Dong Tam. Reconaissance/lmshmaet r patrols 
attached to the 1st B<le, nxe contlnu::.ng with above average success. Tr.e 
intensity o! patrol rctivity haR i.n•~:-nased over the pz:evious reporting 
period. New techniques of patr~l operations and reporting procedures were 
developed. A sampan interdichon operation has proven quite suocess.t'ul in 
lloWlll&' down sAmpan movement througl, know VC lines o! communications west 
of Bearoat. This operation requ.ires one Hllht fire tetsm, one UH-ID, and one 
5 1ll8J1 patrol. While flying over an area, the patrol ke~ps on the look-out 
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!or any suspicious ldoldng sampans. When a target is sighted, the team 
goes direotly into the objective area and searches the boat. This can al-
10 be accomplished at night by the use of night observation devices and in 
case o! an emergency it can serve as a reaction force. In order to insure 
that the patrol include all pertinent information in their debrie!i.rg the 
BJTO Patrol report format is now being used. This form.at requires that every 
item o! possible intelligence value is reported. ~his small step will 
greatly increase the professionalism and effectiveness of the Long Range 
Patrol Company. 

(5) Aerial Suneillance and Reconnaissance 

(a) The applica~on and availability of aerial surveillance assets 
throll8hout the division showed a markud increase during the period 1 May 68-
31 July 68. As reflected by the statistics ot the Imagery Interpretation 
Section (see (c)), the usage of aerial photography for planning and execu­
tion o! missions by brigades and battalions increased approximately 66% 
over the last reporting period (1 Feb - 30 Apr 68). Night infra-red and 
SUR missions were flown in the TAOI and were instrumental in detecting with~ 
drawal routes utilized by VC/NVJ forces following the attacks on Saigon 5-12 
May 68. 

(b) Personnel Detector (People Sniffer) machines were· used far more. ex­
tensively in this quarter than in the last reporting period (82 missions for 
a total of 316 hours vs 23 missions of 38 hours). A factor in the ste~ped 
up usage was the decentralization of machines to three locations, Tan An, 
Dong Tam and llearoat, thus making the machine readily available in any 

'portion o! the TAOI. ~he division's capabilities were increased further 
with the receipt o! an Airborne Per~onnel Detector machine in July, bring­
ing the total to 10 machines in the division. 

(o) The Imagery Interpretation Section accomplished the following dur­
ing the reporting period: 101 aerial photography missions were received, 
processed and interpreted. From these photo missions a total of 102 Imagery 
Interpretation Reports were prepared and distributed. In response to specific 
requests, the section p~epared. 22 photo missions. The section also flew 36 
Tieual reconnaissance missions and 16 personnel detection missions. A total 
of 183 photo missions were distributed to the brigades and battalions of 
the division. A new technique in providing useable enemy installation over-­
prints was' developed. All. enemy defensive positions, including single 
isolated foxholes reported to the Division Imagery Interpretation Section 
were previously plotted on 1:50,000 scale map she3ts with a corresponding 
written report keyed to each plotted item. ~hese installation maps became 
extremely clutter&d and contusing to the user. The written reports were 
not utilized at all and the installAtion maps received too little use to 
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~ustity the number of man hou~s required in their preparation. Consequent-
17, the written report wAs discontinued and only significant enemy installa­
tions and defensive positions are now plotted on the overprints. 

(6) Weather and Terrain: During the reporting period, the weather had 
little adverse effect on operations. Rainfall, especially in the Delta, was 
well below the average annual rainfall, Strong gusts of wind, up to 30 knots, 
had adverse effects on airc·raft and air cushioned vehicles, Early morning 
fog imposed some limitations, but it usually lifted by 0800 in the morning.· 

(7) Fnemy Capabilities, Vulnerabilities and Probable _Courses of Action. 

(a) The enemy's firepower capability had increased significantly because 
ot the continued introduction of the ChiCom family of weapons in increased 
DWlbers to the local force units. In so far as his personnel strength are 
concerned, the enemy suffered substantial losses during the reporting period; 
however, he has continually 1triven to overcome this by a concerted program 
ot i■preasin~ civilians into his ranks and the integration of local force and 
prrilla elements into his main force units. The problem he experi'ences 
vith replacements is that he is unable to replace the experience which thlt 
1oldiers he is losing have gained through years of combat. 

(b) The enemy appears to be prep~ing for another offensive,again to be 
directed against the city of Saigon. Be neither possesses the manpower nor 
ute1'ial to conduct an all out offensive throughout III and IV Corps Tactical 
Zon••• It is likely the next attack is planned for August or September and 
c1urina the interim, the enemy will continue harassing attacks 98ainst targets 
ot payohological value such as the Province Capitals, District seats, and 
kq military installations. 'He is expected to continue to interdict LOCs and 
han11 t1'iendly outposts. · 

(1) (C) Operations: 

(1) Thero were a total o! tour major operations either initiated or in 
prooe■s by the 9th In! Div~during the period 1 Nay to 31 Julf 68. 'rile 
highlights include the battle of South Saigon and the 1st :Brigade encounter 
in the "Triangle" uea at the southern edge ot the Plliin of Jleeds. .&gain 
thi1 quarter the division experienced heavy combat. The level of enemy 
activity continued to increase, reaching a peek du.ring the 2d Saigon otten­
aive. 1ol!owing the offensive there was a sharp decrease in VC operations 
deol1n1ng to normal proportions toward the end ot the reporting period. In 
contrast to the Tet campaign and with the exception ot the rocketing of 
Slligon, the frequency of eneey offensive operations decreased du.ring this 
reporting period, It appears that the enemy· has slowly resumed his pre-
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!et posture and is building up for a new offensive. At the end of the 
reporting period the 2d .Bde began operations in the U Minh Forest which 
is the deepest penetration yet by a major US Force into the Mekong Delta • 

. , 

(2) Soae new techniques were established this reporting period. The 
Mobile Riverine Force (MRF) revised its counter-ambush procedures during 
movement. The Riverine Convoys have.increased reconnaissance by fire on 
auapeoted enemy positions or known ambush sites, to offset increased canal 
in~ardiction by the enemy. Along these same lines, the MiU' has placed 
greater reliance on the use of the EB, Tactical CS dispen~er on river as­
sult cra.tt and has installed the M132 !lame thrower on these cra.tt. These 
two iteas, CS dispenser and flamethrower, have become aver/ effective com­
bination tor countering an ambush. 

Because troop movement of VC/NVA forces occurs primarily during the 
hours ot darkness, the division continued extensive operations with target 
acquisition radar. Sightings made during the night were used as a basis 
tor plar.ming operations for the next day. More emphasis was placed on 
vaterbased operations due to the increase in sampan traffic and the wet 
season. 1'bese c~nditions have resulted in increased use of !CM's, gunboats, 
:Boston Whaler boats, armored troop carriers, air boats and air cushioned 
ftbicles by various units of the division in addition to the MRF. 

(3) Comb~t Operations: 

(a) THUONG CONG DINH: On 7 Mar 66, the 1st and 2d ]des began opera­
tion THUONG CONG DINH in coordination with 7th In! Div (ARYN), pricipally 
in DINH TUClliG Province. The concept of the operation was to drive enemy 
forces sway from My Tho and to eliminate ene~ interdiction c.~ Hiehway QL 
4 in the provinces. This was accomplished by conducting air mobile, ground 
and riverine operations in the east, south and central DINR TRUONG Province 
and later in KIEN HOA, VINH LONG AND VINH BINH Province. During the period 
14-18 .May the MRF engaged the 516th Bn in Mo Cay District, KIEN HOA Province, 
accounting for 57 VC killed. The MRF reinforced by the 3rd Bde, in coopera­
tion with III CTZ J.RVN Forces, conducted operations in Than Due District, 
LOHG !1f Province, to reduce VC infiltration into the Saigon area. The com­
bined operation resulted in 126 enemy killed. A reconnaissance in force 
operation to exploit a B-52 ~trike vas conducted in Giong Trom District 26-
27 .May resulting in 41 VC killed. 

n.u-1.ng the month of May the enemy generally avoided contact. On 15 May 
the 1st .Bde with the 2-39th Inf and the 2-60th Inf continued operation 
1'BRU01'G CClliG Dnra. Strfi:e o:perations conducted outside AO Cz·ackerjack de--­
veloped no substantial contacts until 1 June. !ased on intelligence gained 
from a prisoner captured on 29 May west of Dong Tam, a four day operation 
was :planned tor 31 May-3 June. The intelligence revealed that the 514th Bn 
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was to rendezvous with the 261 A ond B Bns in the tree lines 10 km south 
of the intersection of LTL 220 ond 223 (XS3456a5). On 31 May the 2-39 
Inf, and 2-60 Inf inserted jn nU111erous LZ 1s in the area, trying to establish 
contact. Contact was gained on 1 June when trails were observed from the 
air running into a wooded area vie XS3870, and the air cav received 111aximum 
people sniffer readings end some ground fire. Two companies of the ~-39 
Inf were inserted and were in heavy contact immediately upon touchdown. 
They were reinforced by several air strikes and masfl~.ve artillery support~ 
The action lasted until 012130H June. A search of the area ·i;he next morn­
ing ·tound 41 VC bodies and 14 weapons. Documents confirned that the 1st 
Bde had encountered t1e 261 A and B Battalions. Again taking to the sir 
on 3 June, the Brigade Commander was able to track the two battalions to a 
suspected base camp area a.,d then directly south into the Iron Triangle 
area (vie XS250515), where the 514 Bn was waiting to rendezvous. Two com­
panies of the 2-39 Inf were inserted west of XON XHUA (vie XS274578) at 
about 1000H and immediately gained heavy contac.t. 'l'wo companies from the 
2-60 Inf were inserted to the west vie .XS265582. Two Co task force was in­
serted on the east (vie XS280578) and met very strong resistance while try­
ing to breik: th.rough to the canal on the north. Several air strikes were 
placed on the target and the troops finally reached the canal Qealing the 
cordon at midnight. All units attained continuous contact until after 2400H. 
Again massive artillery and 17 sir strikes were placed on the target. A · 
co~pany of CIDG troops from My Phuoc Tay moved by boat and on foot to suc­
cessfully close a vital area on the north side of the canal. Action in the 
Triangle continued until 0100H 4 June. On 4 June a body count on 192 VC 
was made and 47 individual and 8 crew served weapons were captured. In­
terrogation of the 1st Sqdn S1, after he 11Chieu Hoi'd" on 8 June, revealed 
that the 1st :Ede had inflicted in excess of 475 casualties on the 261 A and 
:B and 514th B Bns. 

On 8 June information received from a PW indicated where the 514th B Bn 
could be loc~ted. Rapid insertions were made by the 2-60 Inf on the south 
(vie xs235560), and 2-39 Inf on the north Vic xs2405a7. Heavy contact was 
established at about 1055H. The entire Dong Tam Base Camp Battalion, the 
4-47th Inr, was inserted vie XS240574 on the east. To fill the gap on the 
west vie XS236575,a composite T.F joined forces wl~h a CIDG Company from 
~ PHUOC TAY Special Forces Camp, the cordon had now been closed. The 3-60 
was moved directly from tha mobile riverine base (MR13) to AO Crackerjack to 
secure the now vacant road. Two additionnl batteries of artillery were 
positioned to the south. The target was attacked for twelve hours by artil­
lery anQ 14~airstrikes. Spookie, Moonshine and the night airborne retrans­
mission unit, were employed.. A ::;urprise occurred at 2330H, when after several 
playings of an airborne tape made by a rOW captured in the morning, a Regi­
mental S1 NVA Captain "Chieu Hai' d". His mission was the evacation of NVA 
bodies and personal effects. Re verified the presence of the 261 A, 261 B 
and 267 ~ Battalions. The 261 A and 267 B had slipped out to the west before 
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the encirolement could be completed. The POW admitted no knowledge of the 
battle of 3 Jwie. On 9 June the battiefield wao swept and rP.vealed a 67 
VO body count and 14 weapons captured. This brought the 9 day total to 
400 VO (:BC) (See inclosure II, 1st :Sde ORLL 312d inclosure 20 1st Bde COAAR 
'l'RUONG CONG DINH) • 

On 10-11 June the MRF (2nd Bde) conducted operations in KHN HOA Pro­
vince. The enemy resorted to riverine ambushes rather thnn choosin? tn fj.· t 
the infantry. The 2nd Bde nnd D Troop 3-5 Cav acc:;ou11ted.!or 45,VC killed 
during the two-day operation. From 14-23 June the~~ participated in the 
CAN THO campaign to relieve press,u-e on the city of CA!; 'l'HO from an estimate~ 
force of five battalions that threatened the securit~· of the city. Eighty 
VC were killed between 17 r,nd 23 June. During the s me period on 1E June 
the 1st Bde made contact with an wi.uiown size VC for ~ 1 9 km ID/ of My Tho 
(vie XS3953}. A CIIG Co from My Phuoc Tay Sfecial Forces Camp conducted Air­
mobile ond Reconnaissance in force (RIF) operations to surround the VC force. 
D Troop, 3/'5 Cav, supr.orted b:, aerial recon, and on 18 June the 1st BdP 
swept the battlefield and found c~~ VG kIA, 24 small arms (SA), 3 crew served 
weapons whlle sustaining 1 KHA and 24 'wHA. 

The month of July found very little contact with the enemy, OL 15 July 
the 2nd Bde continued operations with the 3-60' Inf and 4-47 Inf Bn. The 
4-47 made waterborne assaul tip,,. combat assaults and RIF operations vie XS 
3511. Similarly the 3-60 Inf conducted waterborne assaults vie XS3511 and 
swept to the east. Both units engaged &n unknown size VC force. The 2nd 
Bde was supported by TF 117 ond C Troop 7-1 Cav. 1'he results of the engage­
ment were 17 US WHA and 47 VG KIA. The nrea was swept the next d~y result­
ing in 17 more VC KIA. Cn 30 Jul 08 the :t-:RF with the rth Bn VNMC began 
operations in Chuong Thien. Province. This. is the farthest south and west 
thot the MRF or ony owjor US unit hr.s operated in tLe IV CTZ. '£he Oiere­
tionds under the control of the Senior Advisor IV Corps. On 30 Jul the 
5th 1m VNMC accounted for 51 VC KIA (BC' and an additional 11 VC KIA (BC) 
on 31 July. D/3-5 Cav was credited with 12 VC KIA (ilc) on 30 Jul. (See 
Incloeure 12, 2d Bde ORLL and Inclosure 21, COAAR ·.HUONG CONG DINH, :Phase 
II). The following are the cumulative results to date for TRUONG CONG 
DIBB: 

OPN TRUONG CONG DINH: US LOSSES: 168 KHA ( 56 USN), 778 WHA ( 681 
eveo) (141 USN), 5 MIA (1 USN); 1 barge, 2 105 How dest; 4 ATC, 1AFC, 
1 ACV, 1 helo, 1 2½ trk dam. VN?-'C: 4 KHA 22 WHA (evac); 2 ICM-8, 3 AFC, 
1 l.CM-6, 4 How dest, 1 veh dam; 1 trk dest. ENEMY LOSSES: 1546 ru, 89 
W, 1788 det; 279 SA, 28 CS wpns, 47375 SA rds, 387 gren, 30 RR rds, 30 
Unit, 24 batt, 44 RFG rkt, 857 mtr rds, 1 BR bipod, 18 gas masks, 6 mines, 
9 expl chg, 232,5 docu, 5 SA stocks, 31 pr binoc, 1 bi:tyonet, 361700 F, 
6 wire cutters, 5 }Gt blts, 40 tins powder, 1 60mm mtr, ·1 radio, 13 flags, 
101 lb prtng mtr, 275 med sup, 189, 4 B40 detonators, 3 ID Cbrds, 1 flshlt, 
2 ponchos, 33 shvl heads, 24.M79 rds, 82 sal unk Liq, 80 mtr fuzes, 260 
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entr tools, 2 mags, 2 mtr, 8 flares, 271 lb clothes, 15.5 Trice, 24 bombs 
2 mtr tubes, 263 Arty rd, 325 RR rds, 10621 rds, 1565 gal POL, 98 booby 
traps, 301 lbs sugar, 17 mines, 265 sampans, 184 gren, 8 fuzes, 1 RPG rkt, 
400 ft time !uze, 6423 blat's caps, 17 pWlji pits, 4 RPG boosters, 20 
claymores, 222 toe poppers, 5656 bnkrs, 1 hosp, 383 struc dest; 101 ■true, 
70 bnkra, 1 aampan dam. 

(b) PEOPLES ROAD. ( 17 Maroh 68 to 30 July 68) (Operation DUONG CUA 
D.A!f). This operation (previously discussed in the lest ORLL) was generated 
for the purpose of cpeni~ and securing a route or·commerce between Saigon 
and thf" agriculturally rich Mekong Delta area. This operation was further 
intended to support the work plan of engineer units engaged in upgrading 
and pavinc Hwy QJ, 4 from the Junction of Hwy QL4 and LTL 6a, west to CAI 
LAY, {JO CRACKERJACK). From 23 ¥.ay 68 thi• operation was incorporated with 
THRUONG CONG, DINH. The 1st Bde was given the mission of Operation Peoples 
Roed. :Between 20 and 25 night ambush patrols have been employed daily to 
carry- out these missions. Great emphasis has been placed on the utiliza­
tion of surveillance devices such as the night dog teams, seismic intrusion 
devices, etc. One 23 June the above mentioned switch of the 1st Bde & 3d :Bde 
vas made. The 3d :Bde now assumed this mission, The Peoples Road. The 
·operation has been so successful that it was given to DINH TBUONG Regional 
Porces as a miaaion effective at the end of this rer,rting period. The 
cumulative results of Peoples Road are: 

PEOPLE'S ROAD: US LOSSES: 28 KHA, 205 WHJ., 1 MIA, 1 helo dam; CIDG: 
12 WHA. ENEMY I.OSSES: 239. KU, 43 Fw', 78 det, 83 SJ, 60/S wpns, 126 gren 
67 BR rda, 67 RFG rds, 250 ban-galore torp, 613 RPG rkts, 
109 mtr rds, 137 mines, 49 explosive chge, 44½ lb doco, 1000P, 615 lb med 
svp, 43 mags, 21 blasting caps, 720 lbs explosives, 36 cratering chge, 30 
booby t?'})s, 14 mines, 14 Arty rds 8 sampans 607 bunkers, .5 gal marijuana 

. deat, 9 a true. 

(c) TOAN THANG (Phase I - 8 Apr-31Mey, Phase II - 1 June to date). 
The TOAN TRANG series of operations were continued during this reporting 
period. The operation was initirted ae a combined offensive to destroy 
VC/NV.1 forces in I.ONG AN Province,Southem CMD, Nhon Trao District, Long 
Than district Bien Hoa Province,and we■tern Xuan Loo District, Long Khnah 
Province. The task organization was compos~d of the 3d ::Bcle, Task Force 
Forsyth and the Royal Thai Volunteer Regiment (RTAVR). Though RTAVR 
and Task Force Forsyth played ave~ aigni!ioant part in thia operation 
only the 1st & 3d Bde baa had aienificant contact with the VC/NVJ. The 
tirat aigniticant contact began on 6 May 68. The 5-60 Int' was conducting 
mechanized and mobile assualts and recon in force operations just south of 
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Saigon near the Kinh Loi Canc1l (vie Xf3830873). hc;t tr~or to that, on 6 
May 68, in response to the tense situritiGn devclo, ing in i:ioigon, the 9th 
Infantry Di vision moved mech,mizcd ,.n·t·c1i.,, up frc,i~ Loni t,n ~ :=evince to 
.,.einforoe the Nnt.ion.:il 1-'olice in an area ,i·1s!; south of the Kinh Doi Canl"l. 
The Division Commander also di.,.:ected th.. the mech battalion commandeJ 
establish a forward CF to maintain contact with ttc rrecinct officials. 
This proved to be a timely nove :0 G the VC h8d olrc:-,uy bccun ti.cir infil­
tration into the outskirts d t,.c city. At .fird lit;l",t on the morning of 
the seventh o battnlion si¼e enemy force uttt.,cked :; National ·Police com­
pound south of the canal between route 5A and tLc Y bridge. Co C, 5-60 
Inf was located to secure the Y brid6e end the be~ic..:,"C.'d heedquarters. 
Heavy contact ensued ond after pn r,our the pnn ,,. ·,;ti.drew to th~ :'1outh­
west. Co C pursued and rcestt:blii.,}:ed c,,1i tc:ct tl:ruui.,h cccrcssivc reconr.aia­
aance in force. As the intensity of the conflict (;rew ti.e battulior. 
commander made a timely dt:ci..;fon tr comuii t bis J\ Co from Ben Luc. Contoct 
continued tbroubh the :t·est of the day becoming sporadic by 2000. ~rp 
B/7-1 Cav suprorted the 5-60 Inf south of Saigon. lluring the day's opera­
tion the Cav unit killed 58 VC bringing tl.e 5-60 lnf tot,11 VC body count to 
213 VC KIA. The battalion :.mffered 2 KHA, 47 \i'HA and 1 };IA. :Because of 
the serious threat imposed by the enemy the 3-39 r.1oved to block below a 
buiJ+ 11n crea :.;rmt.h of thP. Y bridge. J,t mid-r•ornin:.;· on the 8th of May the 
3-39 Inf deported tl:eir rnig1:t positions to reconnoiter northward into the 
built up area. 'l'he scout i;btoon, 2-47 Inf, ,.r:ich .ns . lrccd Ol'CGN to 3-
39 Inf ,1orked west fro□ t",e Y brid6e tow&rd e common objective i:r0~. By 
mid-aftexnoon all elements were in contnct with n reinforced company. The 
Scout Platoon, 2-47 Inf, becrn;ie O:i?CCli t,· 3-39 Inf mid to1::ether they })ushed 
northeast toward the Y bridge. Tl,e Going u,s "'lo\.' clue to tLe houGe-to-
house type r,nerotions; at day's ci,d 11 11.5 VC i'J1:d been killed. Cn 9 May 
there was fighting in four different areas. To tl,e west, the 5-60 Inf re­
connoitered in force tm,ard the r.ortl.west frori~ their night rosi tion. .As 
they approached a built up arel: 11 they ast,,l.JJ.ishvd conkct tl:ct lFsted for 
2 hours. Near ti.e bridge, 3-39 Ir aut:,,ne11Ld , • a co1,Ji,6IlY from 6-31 Inf 
reconnoitered through out the surrowiulllg 1;.rcr'. To the northeest the 2-
47 Inf, having been sent to the area from :Bearcd by the CG, met the enemy 
shortly after crossing the c,.nal. To t}.e souti,ee.st, 2 ccm1:anies of 6-31 Inf 
had been inserted end established contact. These operations accounted for 
202 enemy dead. At the close of the third day of the battle of South ~aisron, 
the 9th Inf Div had 5 battalions er.d two air cav troops operating in the 
Southern Capital Military District. The artillery uup1.ort \~as doubled by 
bringing three more batteries Ii thin range. '£he 5th Vietnamese MaririPs 
were moved into Sai6 .. :m, leaving the '.;;Ith Infantry Division responsibJ, for 
their -:i:-ei. i,t dawn on 10 Hay lil1 RF/H' Out11ost to tic LJcuth cf the Y bridge 
oam3 1•-M~r heavy ground fire. A light fire team ini tidly sup1,orted, then 
B/7-~ Air Cav was sent to assist. The Cav received such intense ground 
fire that A and C Co 5-60 Inf were committed from the up;,er Southern Capital 
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Military District. Both companies apr,roached within 600 meters of the out­
post. Cc A began to receive fire ane dismounted while Co C supported from 
the northwest. At midnight the 3-39 commenced recon in force operations 
from their overnight position in the built-up area. Their plan was to wo~k 
astride the ONG NHO River from north tc south with a com~any on each bank, 
However, upon arrival at the river Co B received automatic weapons and small 
ams fire. Co A returned from the west bank and while crossing back over 
the bridges made heavy contact nth the same force. The enemy force was of 
unknown size and was well bunkered. The results of the 5-60 Inf and 3-39 
Inf contact were 113 enemy killed. On 11 May five companies OF'CON to 3-39 
Inf were draw from different directions to a c-.ontact area southwest of the 
Y bridge. Action continued th.T•nughout the afterr.oon in varying degrees of 
intensity resulting in 116 VC dead. rm 12 May the 3rd Ede conducted mopping 
up operations in the Southern Capital Military District. Five companies 
OF'CON to the 3-39 Inf began recon in force operations in the built-up area 
south of the Y bridge. By mid day all companies had established contact with 
squad-sized enemy force near an abandone~ RF outpost, resulting in 9} VC 
killed. This was the final day of th~ Battle of South Saigon. The fighting 
had been difficult, particularly in the built up area.· Airstrikes were the 
only answer to the enemy bunkers along the southern edge of ·the river. 'l'he 
Air Cav supported our forces throughout most of the contacts as well as 
tires from Di vision Artillery. The final body count was 852 VC KIJ com­
pared r.o 33 US KHA. On 23 Jun the 1st Brigade moved to Tan An and assumed 
the TOAN THANG mission with six maneuver Bns, and the 3rd l3de with two man~ 
euver Bna moved to Dong Tam. On the 24th, 1st brigade again established 
heavy contact. The brigade had thre. infantry Bns (2-39, 2-60, 6-31) and 
two Mechanized Inf Bns (2-47, 5-60). Heavy contacts generated during the 
first three days of this mission resulted in the 2-3 Inf (199 Lt Inf Bde) 
being placed under OFCON to 1st Bde to perform the ror1k-fl!t belt securitv 
missions south of Saigon. The brigade acquired a company from the 4-47 Inf 
later in the month. 'l'he Bde ~Qtablished heavy cuntact with an estimated 
NV.A Eattalion sized fore. southeast ,f Ben Luc in three separate day/nigl1i 
engagements on the 23rd, 24th and 25th of June and ~~th a smaller force 
southw~st of Ben Lue on th<! 28th. In each engal<.'ement the brigade employed 
most of the five battalions to encircle the enemy force. The actions varied 
from reaction to a heavy contact on the 23rd to a deliberate encirclement 
on the 28th in which mech.units and sir landed units simultaneously had 
seized objectives to deny the enemy escape routes. These engagements re­
sulting in 166 VC .KIA, 1 POW 1s and 82 weapons captured while the US sustained 
20 KHA and 81 WBA. During the month of July contact was light with one ex­
ception; on 15 July the 1st Ede made a major contact with an enemy force. 
The 2-39 Inf was conducting RIF operation vie xs7069. At 1039 vie XS698668 
Co C was inserted and was immediately in contact. In support of this er•·­
tact other companies of the battalion as well As companies of the other 
battalions were inserted in an effort to bo1. in the enemy. Contact broke 
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late that night. A sweep was made on 16 July and the results of that con­
tact were 77 VC KIA with US sustaining 7 KHA and 20 WHA ( See Incloau:i. 11, 
1st :Bde OR.LL, and inclosure 13, 3 Bde 0RLL). The following are the cumula­
tive results of Operation TOAN THANG: 

PHASE I: US LOSSES: 90 KHA, 528 WHA, 14 USN WHA, 2 MIA. RTAVR: 1 
KHA, 16 WH4, 10 PAC, 1 helo dam, 3 AFC, 1 helo dest; ENEMY LOSSES: 1460 
lli, 253 det, 10 Pw, 238 SA, 42 c/s wpns, 126 lbs docu, 642 gren, 2 booby 
tps, 3107 rd.a, 56 lbs med sup, 149046 SA ammo, 228 RPG rkt, 12400 P, 115 
.tuzes, 43 rds 40mm ammo, 2 radios, 513 RPG rds, 1602 booby tps, 213 mtr rds, 
37 gren, 53 struc. 

~RASB II: US LOSSES: 58 KHA, 261 WA (223 evac), 1 MU, 9 helo, 3 
lwliJ)ad.a, 1 low boy, 2 2¼ T trk, 4 AFC, 1 runway, 1 3/4 T trk dam, 2 trk, 
1 Aro 1 rome plow, 1 wre~ker dest, RTAVR: 3 KB.A, 15 WHA, (12 evac) 2 AFC, 
1 2' T trk dam, ENll1Y LOSSES: 563 KlA, 36 Pw', 216 det, 1 Hoi Chanh; 166 SA, 
1 :pk, 274 mtr rd.a, 4 RR;, 10 C/s wpns, 2 107mm rkt, 6 M79 rds, 900,000 P, 
5052 SA rds, 2 LAW, .2 T salt, 17 cs dynmt, 151 lb docu, 4 sampan mtr, 261 
lb TNT, 59 RPG rkt, 4 radioi 95 gren, 25 
cans C4, 1 typwrtr, 2 stoves, 22 mines, 8 warheads, 5.59 Trice, 4 vests, 
2 tld tele, 222 lb med sup, 65 lb clothing, 440 gal CS, 3 !lags, 943 bnkrs, 
30 rdblks, 38 struc, 32 gren, 187 sampans, 2 RPG rkts, 1 brdg, 4 Arty rds, 
18, punji pits, .45 Trice, 38 booby tps, 41 smpn mtr, 2 rkt pads, 300 lb 
salt, 45 Kl9 rd dest; 7 bunkers dam. 

(d) KUDZU (1 May to date). During the period of this report operation 
KUDZU continued with TF Funston securing dra~lir~ ~nd shorelines in the Dong 
Tam area, conducting road surveili~nce, and providing the RRF for Dong Tam. 
Operations were characterized b numerous escort missions, road clearing 
and roadrunner operationso There were no significant contacts. On 1 July 
9th Div Support Command assumed the duties of TF Funston and carried out 
the above mentioned missions with one maneuver battalion~ The cumulative 
results to date are as follo'l<s: 

OP KUDZU, DISC0M: 'J!::i LOSSES: 11 KHA, 152 WHA, 139 ( evac )( 1USN), 1 helo 
dest. ENEMY LOSSES: 68 KIA, 18 'PW, 353 det; 14 SA, 17 mags, 1Oi lb med 
sup, 35 M79 rds, 4 :840 rkt, 2421 SA rds, 3 chg,, 1 RR rd, 33 lb docu, 1 gas 
mask, 1 cntn, 1 ilshlt, 2 maps, 2 radios, 1 compass, 8 gren, 77 arty/mtr rd, 
4 pstl blt, 50 booby tps, 15 sampans, 2 mines, 1 struc, 1 firing device, 5 
gren, 59 bnkrs, 5 Trice, 2 rdblk dest. 

(4) Combat Support Activities: 

(a~ Ar~illery Support: 

1 This period found the !iring i.Jatteries and battalions of Divisj 
Artillery working in the vast expanse of the Mekons Del ta from Saigon o 
Can Thn. Timely and continuous fire support was provided to division 
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elements, Army of the Republic of Vietnam units and Regional Forces/Popular 
Forces outposts. 'the TPS-25 radar was employed in an offensive role to 
search and detect enemy movement along the major infiltration routes to 
Saieon. Once detected, coordinated TOT's were placed on the areas of move­
■ent. In addition the sightings were used in planning.for infantry opera­
tions. Illumination, fired as a TOT in coordination with the gunships at 
a predetermined point, was used to insure the effectiveness of sampan inter­
diction of the major water infiltration routes within the area. Six firing 
batteries from II J'ield Force Vietnam Artillery were used to supplement 
the fires of 9th Inf Div Arty units primarily in Long An and Bien Hoa P:ro-
vinces. · 

2 Artillery with 9th Inf Div fired a total of 228, 446 - 105 rounds, 
51,268 - 155 rounds, and 7 779 - 8 in rounds. !hese figures do not re­
flect (during this quarter) support from adjacent firing elements as fig­
ures were not obtainable for these fires. A chart reflecting a breakdown 
ot rounds fired by Artillery with the division is attached at Inclosure 6. 
Reference also 9th Inf Div Arty Operational Report-Lesso~s Learned for the 
period 1 May - 31 July 1968, which will be forwarded se1arately. 

(b) Helicopter Gunships Support: 

1 The 9th Aviation Battalion gunships flew 2,017 sorties. Missions 
included escort for; VIP flights, aerial displacement of artillery by cargo 
helicopters, medical evacuations, river and road convoys end long range 
patrols insertions and extractions. Additionally, the gunships provided 
suppressive fire for units in contact, flew VR missions ir,,. the rocket belt 
around Saigon ana provided countermortar/rocket standby teams at Bearcat 
and Dong Tam. The gunships accounted for 54 VC KBA (:BC); destroved 108 
structures and damaged 33 other; destroyed 17 sampans and damageQ 14 others. 

l D 'l'roop, 3-5 Cav supportt!d all Division elements during this period, 
providing an average of 4 gunships daily. Missions including reconnaissance 
and extractions and cou:ntermortar/rocket standby at Bearcat were performed. 
Additional support was provided by Air Cav elements of the 7-1 Cav and 3-17 
Cav. 

(c) Tactical Air Support: Close air support increased substantially 
durillg this period and this is attributed primarily to increased activity 
around the Saigon area. The lerge increase~., body count (KBA) resulted 
priurily fro■ the 1st Bde operation in the Plain of Reeds during the early 
parlor June. Tropic Moon, a new night servelUance plane with its organic 
ordnance was initiated in early July. The division continued to use the 
Combat Sq Spot to harrass the enemy during the hours ot reduced visibility. 
(See Incl 7) · . . 
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(d) Strategic Air Support: The number of Il-52 strikes conducted 
vi thin the 9th In! Div TAOI increa·sed during this period. A total of 21 
strikes were .conducted in June and 8 in July. The strikes in the Nhon 'J.'rach/ 
RSSZ were most profitable. Numerous ammunition storage areas were hit, 
result:µsg 1n aecondary explosions. An ammunition factory was hit and des­
troyed ill tbe lt5SZ. A sweep of the area resulted in the capture of a large 
number ot munitions and equipment used in the manufacture of these munitions. 

(e) Jleval Fire Support: There has been no Naval fire support rendered 
except tha, given to the 2nd :Bde as part of the Mobile Riverine Force. 

(!) Chemical Support: 

1 E63 Personnel Detector: This quarter the Division Chemical Section 
!lew a tot,l ot 316 hours covering 82 missions using the E63 Man-pack 
Personnel Detector {People Sniffer). This represents a substential increase 
in usage compared with the previous quarter and results have been gTatifying, 
ResultP were reported either to the G2 or to the Brigades for immediate 
reaction to maxilllllll readings. 

_g_ lb.ot C9ntrol Agents: Bulk CS wa~ dropped from CH-47's contaminating 
VC base camps, line of communications and infiltration routes, Over 
19,000 pounds of :Bulk CS were dropped (238 drums). A total of 241 E158's 
were employed this quarter. This munition is finally becoming readily 
available through supply channels. 

:1 Defcliation: Herbicide was sprayed around the Bearcat perimeter, 
along the Rach Doi river west of Rach Kien, and around the perimeter of the 
Signal Detachment on Gia Ray Mountain. A total of 193 hectares have been 
treated thia quarter. 

(5) Tabulated Operations Data - Incl 8 

t. (U) Traitu.n,: 

(1) During the reporting period, division training consisted of the 
tollovi114rs 

(aJ Replacement trai11ing • . 
(b) 100 :t.adership training. 
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(c) Battalion refresher training. 

(2) Replacement Training consists of five and one half days of inten­
sive orientation and is designed to prepare the individual for combat in 
Vietnam. The Reliable Academy, a provisional organization formed by the 
9th Inf Div, conducted all replacement training. The following table shows 
the number of personnel trained during the reporting period: 

MONTH 

May 

June 

July 

45 

43 

60 • 
(3) In addition to receiving the normal replacment training. company 

grade officers and non-commissioned officers received an additional three 
day orientation keyed specifically to the situation in Vietnam. The latest 
equipment in use in Vietnam is demonstrated when practical, and the capa­
.bilities and limitations of support elements are discussed. One hundred 
fifteen officers and 60 NCOs attended this course. 

(4) The 14 day NCO Leadership Course is designed to raise the pro­
ficiency level of small unit leaders within the division by presenting 
instruction in the principles of leadership and instruction and practical 
exercises in the skills required of junior leaders. The course is aimed at 
the specialist and junior NCO who have not had the benefit of prior,formal 
leadership training and who will probably be required to assume leadership 
positions during combat. During the past three months, 307 personnel have 
completed the NCO Leadership Course. 

(5) Battalion refresher training is conducted by the maneuver batta­
lions on a schedule of one day training per comr!"-Y per week. Thi(s. flexible 

1 schedule allows timely instruction and also permits each maneuver battalion 
to complete its refresher training each month. 

(6) The 9th Inf Div continued during this reporting period to qualify 
per"onnel in specific MOSs by sending them to courses being conducted for 
thia purpose by support units. 

g. (C) Logistics: Thro\18hout the quarter that ended on 31 Jul 68, log­
istical support was provided tor all assigned and attached units of the 
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9th Int Div. Problem areas encountered _along with solutions employed r,r.J 
listed below: 

(1) Supply: 

(a) Inadequate flow of repair parts from depot thru direct support to 
user units. 

(b) Solutions: A thorough investigation revealed that many re,::U1fJ1-
tions had been improperly ml'ldc uut and suLmitt~cl. '.1.'l,ii:; re::;·..il ted in l-oor 
distribution of parts to units in dire need, To corrt1ct tbat situation, 
all non-aircraft requisitions were cancelled on 4 Jul 68. Instructions 
were given to units to resubmit new valid re _uisitions. Although it io 
too early to make a complete assessment of the results, early evidence doe~ 
indicate positive results. 

(2) Service: 

'(a) Generators ( 10KW and over): 

1 Frequent breakdows due to operating under overload conditions. 
This problein is caused by an increasing requirement for electricity inhe.r·ent 
to the building of ab se with a large number of troops. 

g Flow of repair parts for generators is i:;low which increases the 
workload on operable generators. 

(b) Solutions: Accurate reporting of needs and timely forecast of 
requirements. USARV controls the issue and maintenance of these ite[as .. 

(c) Graves Registration: 

1 A mid-air collision of three helicopters on 25 Jun 6e, and the 
difficulty encountered in finding all remains pointed out the need for a 
search and recovery team to be organized and equipped. 

g Limited mortuary facilities did make it necessary to resort to a 
conex container wi tb ice inside and out on one occasion. 'fhis orrang1..-
■ent proved to be satisfactory ~s a temporary measure. 

( 3) Support: 

(a) ENSURE items: Failure to have a desi~nated sup1;ort unit for 
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some ENSURE items has caused difficulty. 

(b) Air Cushioned Vehicles(ACVs) and Air Boats are two items that 
have causen more difficulty. Technically qualified factory representatives 
have been sent to the Division for repairs on ACV's. 

(4) Transportation: 

(a) Providing a steady flow of goods and services to Dong Tam Base 
proved to be difficult when a bridge in Ben Luc (615758) wae severely 
damaged on 30 Jun 68. An M4 T6 bridge was installed as an interim measure 
while repairs were being made to the damaged bridge. 

(b) Staging convoys on both sides of the bridge for an early morning 
crossing proved to be efficient once the bridge was back into operation. 

(5) See Inclosure 15, 'Supi,ort Command ORLL for logistical support in 
depth. 

h. (C) Psychological Operations and Civil Affairs. 

(1) Psychological Operations. 

(a) Themes being emphasized during this period, Psychological War­
fare messages targetted against.Viet Cong (VC) and North Vietnamese ~rmy 
(NVA) units received second priority immediately following the enemy's 
second offensive against the City of Saigon in the early days of this 
reporting period. This unusual condition was simjlar to that which existed 
following the Tet offensive period when the civilian population became the 
primary target group. These priorities began to change in June as sharp 
increases in the amount of propaganda directed against VC and NVA units were 
made. Approximately 60'~ of all fSYOP ~essages were directed against these 
units during the month of July; this ratio sl.,:iuld remain essentially fixed 
barring significant changes in the enemy's tactics or level of activity. 
Specific themes which were em~hasized during this reporting period were the 
NVA takeover of many Viet Cong units 9 the enemy's requirement to recruit 
local children to bolster their severely depleted forces, and a concerted 
PSYOP effort in support of the Highway QL4 Peoples Road" project. ·An 

.underlying theme exposing Viet Cong lies pervaded virtually every message 
disseminated. 

(b) Chieu Hoi Trends. The number of ralliers received by the gover­
nment of Vietnam in the Division's Tactical Area of interest (TAOI) 
continues to be discouragingly low. The figures for May, June and July 
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are statistically comparable to those for February, March and April with 
wide deviations from month to month, but no sustained trend is discerniole. 
The totals achieved for the current reporting period represent only 28%, of 
those for the comparable period in 1967. 

(c) Intimate Psychological Warfare. The 1st Brigade, 9th Inf~ntry 
Division ia,currently conducting operational evaluations of the conc~pt of 
Intimate Psychological Warfare (INPSYWAR) to.induce small unit defections 
from the enemy ranks. The INPSYWAR concept was developed based upon 
indicationa that small VC/NVA units, plagued by deteriorating morale, loss 
of faith in their leadership, and lack of public support may be talked into 
surrendering if properly approached un<ler tr.e correct circumstro1ce!". In 
ess4mce, INPSNAR involves making a timely appeal to small VC/NVA units, 
which have been pinned down and/or surrounded by friendly troops, with the 
purpose of inducing them to surrender. The entire effort is conducted at 
platoon level supervised by the platoon leader and executed by a Tiger 
Scout, Vietnamese interpreter or s~ecially trained soldier using pre­
planned messages and a small, portable public address system which can be 
rapidly employed when contact is mode. A heavy volume of friendly fire 
is alternated with periodic cease fires during which the appropriate 
surrender message selected by the platoon leader is transmitted to the 
enemy, guaranteeing him fair treatment and medical care if he will 
sun-ender and certain death if he continues to resist or tries to escape. 
To insure that the proper appeal is made prepared "pitches" in the form 
of small laminated cards are available to each platoon leader from which 
he may select the desired mer~age. The themes are simple and.are aimed at 
counteracting the enemy's ir.doctrination that he will be mistreated if 
captured. The appeals emphasize humane treatment, the availability of food, 
water, cigarettes, etc., plus the opportunity for rest from the hardships 
of war. Evaluations of this concept have not been completed but results 
obrained thus far have been encouraging. In separate instances, groups of 
2, 6, 8, and 13 were induced to surrender. A comparison of 1st Brigade 
achievements in obtaining defectors using INPSYwAR techniques with the 
results attained by the other two brigades of the Division indicates that 
they have received more than double the number of the next highest brigade. 
Aohievement· of psyc~ological success and the surrender of enemy soldiers 
at the platoon level could well be the catalyst needed to spark surrender 
"1' larger enemy units, which unlike previous wars, has r,ot yet occurred in 
Vietnam in spite of all the existing factors (unsophisticated logistical 
system, poor medical care, hardships of war, etc.) which should lead to 
eu.rrender by units. Once a battalion or comparable size unit does surr­
ender, the psychological warfare opportunities become unlimited. Using 
t.hts unit as an ex.,Jple of the good faith and kind treatment by US Forces, 
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other enemy units could then be enticed to surrender. 

(d) PSYOP support in the Saigon ares. One of the most interesting 
and significant examples of the benefits of closely linking psychological 
operations (PSYOP) with civic action was provi~ed by the intensive civic 
action/PSYOP program conducted in the 8th Precinct of the City of Saigon 

·and the Nha Be District of Gia Linh Province following the enemy's second 
o!!ensive against Saigon 7-12 May. The heavy city street fighting and 
strong Viet Cong resistance from civilian homes necessitated the use of air 
strikee and artillery. The resultant wid~~pread de~truction caused resent­
ment among the Vietnamese civilians and local officials which was further 
inflamed by the work of several agitators in the area who openly blamed 
the US troops for the destruction. Immediately following the cessation of 
fighting, the peofle wore obviously hostil~ toward and fearful of tbe 
Americans. In order to counter this adverse reaction, Division PSYOP 
assets were integrated with those of the Vietnamese Information Service, 
which routinely conducts a comprehensive psychological operations program 
throughout the city. This :Proved to be an unusual experience for the 
Di.vision PSYOP personnel in that the approach normally used by them in the 
rural areas of the Mekong Delta could not be applied toward this more soph­
isticated urban audience. A "soft sell". approach was taken, closely linked 
with the extensive civic action effort described in paragraph h(2)(b). 
The Division G5, accompanied by the Civic Action Officer, personally visited 
with more than forty of the most seriously affected families, expressing 
mutual sorrow and condolences for the loss of so many innocent civilians 
and US personnel during this hard fought battle. Solatium payments and 
commodities were presented to each of these families, which in itself 
reduced the effect of the agitators' charges tr.at the US had no concern 
!or the civilian po~ulation. No independent FSYOP activities were attempted 
by Division personnel. Any messages passed to the peo~le were accompanied 
by tangible expressions of our concern such as MEDCAPa, DENTCAPs, public 
works assistance, repair and construction projects, and the nominal help 
provided to individual families. During the last phases of the Division's 
activitiea in the devastated areas, it was equally obvious that a complete 
reversal of public opinion had taken place. Hostility and fear had 
apparently been replaced with friendliness and trust. 

(e) Division rapid reaction leaflet capability. In order to support 
the Division's continually increasing face to face operations there has 
been a corresl)onding increase in the production of limited quantities of 
leaflets suitable for hand distribution using organic equipment. The 
limited capacity of this equipment precludes its practicable use in the 
production of quantities of leaflets required for air d~ssemination, but 

Page 29 

CONFIDENTIAL 



!VDE-~ I CONF/ DENT/AL 20 August 1968 
SUBJECT: Qperational Reports of 9th Infantry ½vision for Period Ending 

31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 
I 

it is idea1ly suited to the relatively small quantities of leaflets (4,000 
to 10,000)ln~eded for hand distribution in support of face to face operations. 
Organic PSYOP personnel are becoming increasingly responsive in the 
developmenl and production of leaflets as experience is gained and tech­
nical prof ciency if improved. The most important factor limiting the 
quality of the finished leaflet is the absence of a Vietnamese national 
psyoperato • The. Division is attempting to obtain t'he regular services 
of an Arm:,jof the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Political Warfare Officer 
in order to correct this adverse condition. 

I 
(f) ,SYOP activity statistics 1 May through 31 July. 

1 Total Leaflet Missions: 393 
I . 

g Total Loudspeaker Missions: 211 

1 Le!lets: 

I 
Tot 1al Dropped: 16,450,526 

Totll Ha~~ Distribut ... d: 484,611 

I Total Rapid Reactions Produced by Other Agencies: 24 

,i Total New Leaflets Produced by Division: 10 (80,000 disseminated) 

2, Total Loudspeaker Hours: 1009.5 

§. Number of Movies Shown: 58 

(2) Civil Affairs. , 

(a) Civic Action, Generalo Ninth Infantry Division Civic Action 
Programs were greatly influenced during this reporting period by the 
enemy's second offensive against th! City of Saigon, and by major changes 
in operational areas of several major subordiv ... , commands. Maey civic 
action resources of the Division were shiftec toward refugee and disaster 
relief projects in the southern portions of Saigon and its surrounding 
areas following the battles 7-12 May 1968. These resources were grad­
ually withdtawn as projects were completed and the GVN regained the ability 
to respond to the needs of its people. Withdrawal of all Division personnel 
from the City of Saigon was completed on 24 July. Najor changes in the 
base camps and areas of operation of the 1st and 3d Brigades, Division 

I 
I 

I 
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Support Command {DISCOM), and e;tement::i of the Division Headquarters, com­
pounded by the inactivation of Task l<'orce Funston temporarily aepressed the 
level of civic a~tion throughout large areas of the Division Tactical Area 
of Interest {TAOI). Indeed, major changes in the TAO! itself contributed 
to this temporary reduction in activity. 

(b) Civic Action ill the Saigon area. The heavy fighting in the 8th 
Precinct of Saigon and the Nha Be District of Gia Dinh Province in early 
May resulted in many thousands of persons being left hungry, homeless, 
and in many cases injured or sick. The 7th Medical Battalion assumed 
the responsibility for providing medical care in these areas. In addition, 
a preventive medicine vrogram was vlaced in effect to l,elp alleviate the· 
imminent threat of widespread disease. MEDCAF teams working with the 

- assistance of the Vietnamese National Police were successful in recruit­
ing the local populace to conduct a general cleanup program. Refuse and 
waste materials were collect~d and burned and fifty-five gallon drums were 
distributed throughout the area to be used as trash receptacles. Heavy 
engineer equipment was brought in by the 15th Engineer Battalion to clear 
rubble from the streets and to dig numerous drainage ditches to eliminate 
many large pools of water, thus eliminating bre~ding ar!'!as for mosqnitoes 
and other insect vectors. Personnel from the Divisio1. Band sprayed the 
entire disast·er flrea with DID' in an effort to reduce the insect population. 
The Band also distributed soap and personal care pamphlets to assist in 
improving hygiene standards. In the Nha Be Jistrict of Gia Dinh the 
problems were essentially the same, but the GVN was ~ess able to respond 
to them than it was in the City of Saigono In addition to the relief 
measures described above, food supplies were brought in by Division 
personnel and distributed through GVN offici£!1s, and construction materials 
were provided to the District Cliief o 1-ollowing the initial eme:i:-genc:r 
relief measures, two large scale projects were begun; the reconstruction 
of the Phan The Hien Dispensary and the six room Ls San Primary School, 
both of which had been severely damaged, Responsibility for the dispensary 
was assumed by the Division Support Command (DISCOM), and work was begun 
on 1 June 1968. The men of DISGOM voluntarily contributed over nine 
hundred dollars to purchase ,materials and to hire civilian skilled labor. 
Initially, the Vietnamese people were afraid to work in the area due to the 
presence of Viet Cong who remained in the vicinity. The DISCOM S5 NCO, 
accompanied by his Vietnamese interpreter, went into the area and stayed. 
He was then able to hire the needed workers due to his apparent confidence 
and work progressed without difficulty. With the exception of the S5 NCO, 
all work was performed by indigenous labor. A dedication ceremony was 
conducted on 22 June and was attended by several high-ranking GVN officials. 
Th• dispensary is now in full u3e, serving approximate}y 6,000 patients 
per month. On 5 June, the 15th Engineer Battalion began rebuilding the 
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Ls San Primary School. This six room building constructed of reinforced 
concrete and heavy timbers, was extensively damaged, with several walls 
collapsed and many beams burned out or knocked from their foundations. A 
team of thirty five men was assigned to this project which required numer­
ous items of heavy construction equipment and more than five thousand 
dollars worth of materials. The reconstruction effort was severely lim'i ted 
by monsoon rains and movement of the e~uipment was severely handicapped, 
More than 100 truckloads of dirt fill and laterite were brought in to 
reduce the flooding in the area surrounding the school. Dedication cere­
moni•s wer• conducted on 24 July. 

(c) Medical Civic Action Program (~IEDCAP). The Medical Civic Action 
Program (MEDCAP) has recovered from the severe drop in activity experienced 
during the last reporting period. The number of NEDCAPs increased by 46~ 
and the number of patients treated increased by 61%. These increases are 
attributed to the ea&ing of restrictions imposed by the Tet offensive, the 
requirement to conduct a large number of ~iEDCAFs for the population in the 
devastated areas around Saigon, and the addition of an exceptionally active 
:MEDCAP program conducted by a battalion recently arrived in the Division, 
the 6th Battalion, 31st Infantry. The latter percentage improvement was 
further increased by the initiation of an immunization program for school 
children (where large numbers of patients may bt treated in a relntively 
short period), the large numbers of vatients treated during each }JEDCAP in 
the Saigon area, and finally the improved acceptance of Americans by the 
villagers in outlying areas. 

(d) F.ducational activities. The Division is attempting to develop a 
program of educational classes for indigenous _personnel, adults as well as 
children, throughout the TAOI, but initially concentrating on areas near its 
base camps. At present, the program is limited in scope and has met with 
resistance, but it is one of the most extensive programs in the field of 
education conducted by USARV units. Classes in animal husbandry and 
!arming methods are pr~sented by US per3drlnel at the Civic Center locAt.ed 
at the gate to the Don6 Tam Base Camp. T~ese classes have been welJ 
received and it is felt that they are be~eficial in that they foster better 
community relations as well as develop th~ knowledge of the students. 
Another subject area which will be expand~d in the near future is that of 
teaching English to Vietnamese living in blreas near Division base camps. 
One apparently successful pilot class iL being conducted in ~ong Thanh 
Village, Long Thanh District, Bien Hoa Province. Approximately forty 
students regularly attend these classes. In a _previous attempt at 
conducting English classes, the 2d Battalion, 47th Infantry met with the 
probl•m of Viet Cong terror attacks in Binh Son Hamlet, Long Thanh 
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District, Bien Hoa Province, The unit began to teach English to the locDl 
children in the hamlet school, This program met with consistent reluctance 
on the part of the children's parents as the VC persistently threatened and 
terrorized the adults for allowing their children to participate in the 
program. The Vietnamese school teacher who had cooperated in establishing 
the language classes reported that the VC infiltrated Binh Son each evening 
and that they had identification cards that looked autb,mtic, He req_uested 
National Police or Regional Force/Popular Force troops to come into the 
hamlet but no action was taken by the local GVN officials, As a result of 
his cooperation_ with US personnelp he was stabbed to death and a note was 
pinned to hie che~+ ct.~ting that he committed crimes against the National 
Liberation Front (NLF), It is obvious that future programs of this 
nature must be conducted only in relatively secure areas where the popu­
lation is receptive or undue risk will not be iJicurred by all concerned. 

(e) Innocent Civiliar, Center. During the :period 1 •·,,v through 31 
July, the Division captured 1,153 detainees who were evenually classified 
as innocent civilians. On 12 June the Division formally opened its 
Innocent Civilian Genter, a pioneer project in this area of civic action 
and psychological operations. This large, well equipped facility is now 
being used to provide temporary housing for detainees who have been 
cleared as innocent civilians pending their return to their homes. The 
·center's capacity is 70 persons and covers an area 130'by 170'. Beds, 
food, and entertainment are frovided and every effort is made to establish 
pleasant, comfortable surroundings. These facilities are a complete 
departure .t'rom the traditional barb1-d wire enc-losure tn•ical of most 
processing points. The program centers around fair treatment, good food, 
medical care if necessaryp and expeditious return by helicopter, boat or 
truck to the district ca:pital near,-Rt their hc,i,-,. During the ir.nocent 
civilians stay at the center, he j_o exposed t~ the truth about the US 
mission in Vietnam and the GVN's objectives, programs, and capabilities. 
The impact of the center upon the Vietnamese population has been de~~~strated 
several times during its brief existence. On one occasion, several civilians 
were preparing to return to their homes and expressed their desire to talk 
with the G5 officer in charge of the center. In ty:picaJ Vjetnamese fashion 
they appointed a venerable gentleman as their spokesmar, to express their 
appreciation for the fine treatment received at the center. They pointed 
out that the Viet ~ong had painted a very dark image of Americfn soldiers. 
They discovered that the oppos1t• of this was true and stated that they 
would carry this information back t~ their relatives and friends. On 9 July, 
the 9th Military Intelligence Detachment received more tangible benefit, 
from th• Innocent Civilian Center in the form of a list of 54 names of VC 
operating in a village in Xien Boa Province. The list was processed through 
the Center. When asked the reason for his unusual cooperation, he stated 
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that he did it because he was befriended by the G5 personnel at the center. 

(!) National Highway ~14. One of the most extensive civic action 
projects ever attempted by any US unit in Vietnam was the reop~ning of 
National Highwry Q.14, commonly known as "People's Road". This vital line 
of communication is considered to be tht! lifeline of the delta. The vast 
population in and around the City of Saigon, as well as many .l:'eople farther 
north, are greatly dependent upon this road for the transportation of their 
food from the agricultural area of the Mekong Delta. Closir,g of the road 
produces serious economic problems rs well, as food prices soar beyond 
any reasonable level. The Viet i.,;ong produced 385 craters in the 57 kilo­
meter section of the highway running through Dinh Tuong Province. The 
9th Infantry Division was assigned the mission of reopening the highway, 
and the 86th 1ngineer Battalion was placed under the Division's operational 
control. Work was begun on 1 March. A total of 36 kilometers o:: road had 
to be completely resurfaced, and work was hampered by repeated Viet Cong 
sniping incidents, 141 additional craters resulting from Ve mines, road­
blocks which were usually booby trapped to delay removal, and the onset of 
the southwest monsoon season. The cost 'of the project in terms of expend­
itures for materials was $95,380, which was used to provide, among other 
things, asphalt (226,600 gallons), coal asphalt mix (1,830 tons), and 
rock fill and road base (26,300 tons). A total of 4,902 pot holes were 
repaired during this period. The cost in terms of US casualties was 28 
killed, 1 missing and 205 wounded in action. The missionwas brought to a 
successful completion on 15 July. 

(g) Table of Accomplishments. Civic Action conducted during the 
.P•riod 1 May 1968 through 31 July 1968: 

! MEIX:AP II 

_g_ Ef'!orts to Improve LOC: 

,i Repair and Construction: 
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Patients 

:Bridges Constructed 

Bridges Repaired 

Roads Constructed 
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tlaygrc,unds 12 

Other Major 34 

Other Minor 28 

A, Commodities Distributed: Cement 302,620 lbs 

Lumber 190,861 bd !t. 

Clothing 4,505 lb3 

Health~ S!.!.r.iktion 3,841 Lbt1 

I~ems 

),507 Ci'. 

l•~L~i 10 gals 

i •. (U) Regional Forc~/Po_pular. 'Force u~,grEi1i:iy an:1 .ATir.J TrJirdng. 

(1) The Army Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) I'.':lic-;:::1,:y Re~Training Program 
continued during this period. The 1st .Jh.":i.ga,::" c )ru1Jlet"d re.fresher train• 
1ng to the 3rd :Bn, 52nd ARVl'I .Infantry. At th,3 tt.::inination of training 
the CEE was conducted but the :Battalion wai::1 graied unsatisfactory by the 
Vietnameso maneuver directo.:. 'Unf:-~tunat"ly, ~1.~e ne•.1 II FFORCESV directive 
became effective prior to this Ci:B b°'inc =~s•,:;~ ... ;,r,,1.~d. The 3rd BrigEide also 
completed training the 1st :Bn, 50th ARVN Regtm:!nt during this period but, 
again, the CEE was not adlrinist~re1 due tC1 t:'1~ neli directive taking effect. 
The :new directive ha~ th~ 9th lnf!?lnt:cy D'.v:idc .... JJ:t·.:,viding refresher train;, 
1ng to the i'ollowing 25th ARVN lnfant:.-y Divb: :,.:i batt!llions: 

2-4~th · Ir.J'ant:ey 
3-46th Infantry 
1·~50tb Infantry 

Training o.1' the first unit (no~ id~nti!t~d) wJll commence approximst•ly 
2 December but the exact starting a.gt~ wlll b~ dioteted by t~e a"\"'ailability 
date of the .ARYN unit. 

(2) Reg:lonAl Forcee/Populsr Forces (RP/PF) Upgrading p,....,gram continued 
to be supported with primary em1,hssis directed towards improving those 
nut~osts situat~d along Highway QL 4 lrom to the M,y 1'wm Ftl'J.'1 Site, Giao 
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Due District, Dinh Tuong Province. Specific teams eMployed to sup~ort 
the various programs were: Mobile Advisory Teams (~~T), Combined Recon­
naissance and Intelligence Platoon (CRIJj, end Improvement Action Teoms 
(IMPACT). In early April the Logistics Administration Advisory Team 
(LAAT) was transferred to MACV and the majority of the U.S. personnel re­
mained as previously ~ositioned. 

(a) Five 9th Infantry Division MATs were operational during this 
reporting period. Their upgrading efforts again covered the spectrum 
.from outpost defensive improvements t.o the conduct of tactical opcrdion,:;, 
Although the personnel and equipment support was ~rovided by Division, th~ 
employment location was as directed by II FFORCESV. Normally the MATs 
were situated in an area where an RF company was tactically suprorting 
the RD effort. Significant improvements were noted in RF/PF living cor.­
ditions, in outposts construction end in the type and frequency of offensive . 
and defensive operations. As of 31 July 1968, the five MATs were deployed 
as :follows: 

]!!! LOCATION PROVINCE 

TF Forsyth XT278101 Long Khanh 
XT031866 :Bien Hoa 

3rd :Brigade xs74069a Long An 

xs540720 Long An 

XS850858 Gia Dinh 

Two additional MATs were positioned in the 9th Infantry Division TAOI, 
but were under the operational control of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 
They were loc~ted in :Binh Tuy (XT380264) and Long Khanh (XT932250) Province. 

(b) In mid-June the 1st and 3rd Brigades exchanged TAOis and are now 
located in Long An and Dinh Tuong Provinces respectively. To allc•w for 
closer supervision and better logistical support~ the IMPACT teams dq loy.d 
with their individual units. The locations of the teams at the t~rm.i~n­
tion of this reporting period are as follows: 

.'Q!ll 

1st :Brigade 

WC:.TION 

:Binh Phuoi, 
Rach Kien 
Tan Tru 
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2nd Brigade Giab Due Dinh Tuong 
Cai Be Dinh Tuong 
Cai Lay Dinh Tuong 

AO CKERJACK Dinh Tuong 

'D' Forsyth Mob le :Bien Hoa 
I . 

R'l'Jl'R Phouc Lai :Bien Hoa 

Due to the mobility of ihe three Brigades the OO'ACT teams had numerous 
opportunities to cover~ majori,7 ot the TAOI, especially the area south o! 
SaiSon• Tmse 2-man teJms continued their hiih impact, short term visits 
and were most a_ppreciat~d by the Vietnamese officials al.Id their US advisors. 
The 81!1ount ot B:F/PF IMP.ACT support _provided is shown on inclosure _L. I . . 

(c) The CRIPa continued their employment in Long Thanh, Bien Hoa Pro-
. me• and in Tan An, Lorig An Province. Due to the departure ot some US 
military units !rom :BeaJ;eat to Dong Tam and the exchange ot TAOis between 
the 1st and 3rd :Brigades, both CRIPs were faced with personnel turbulances 
and a.chailge in.command control. However, by 31 July both platoons were 
fully orpnized and functioning as a combined force. Again, dur~ this 
period.the CRIPs experienced marked success and performed a variety ot mis­
sions :r8JlCing from the e'llployment and use of air. boats to the seeking and 
destro~ a specific VC infrastructure target. The Long Thanh CRIP's ac­
complishments were especially noteworthy during the latter _part of June 
in the western Long '1'hanb District area. Their interdiction of the VC 
waterways achieved significant results and prevented the VC from having 
a relatively free LOO leading through that partioul?..r area. 

(d) The Reciprocal Mobile Training Teom (RMTT) did not present a.w 
classes during the period but considerable _progrecs was made toward for­
mulatin8 the US and Vietnamese teams. It is planned that approximately 
ten hours o! instruction would be _presented by the US team to designated 
Vietruimese battalions. Initially the Vietnamese RMTT was scheduled to 
pr.sent ten hours of various classes to the US b~ttalions, but progress 
towards this end was amazingly slow. At this time an effort is being 
ude to position two or three Vietnamese instructers at the Reliable Academy 
aud thereby have the RMl"l' present,,basic subjects to the newly arrived 9th 
IDfantry- Dinsion replacements. :.i:he program has dist:11ct possibilities and 

I signs are encouraging tha_t the Vietnamese will cooperate in this plan • 

.1• (U) .Qytj.neer Support'. ( 1) .Durinc the reporti-04r _period engineer sup­
port continued to be _provided primarily by the di vision's organic 15th 
)mgr En, the 86th Engr :en and the 93rd Eiler Bn. Mine sweepinc end road 
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block clearing continued to occupy a majority of combat support operations. 
Base construction at Dong Tam Base also accounted for a large portion of 
engineer effort. Significant activities during the reporting period included 
the completion of road upgrading on Highway QL4 in Dinh Tuong Province on 
15 July 1968. The 15th Engr Bn Emplaced a 160-foot double triple Bailey bridge 
northeast of Tan An in Long An Province to replace a similar one that col­
lapsed due to sabotage and assisted in the construction of a 920-foot M4T6 
float bridge at Ben Luc to replace a bridge on Highway QL 4 destroyed by 
enemy efforts. The 15th Engr Bn played a major role in the upgrading of 
bridge approaches and final emplacement of the bridge. 

(2) During this quarter, the 15th Engr Bn pursued an active civic pro­
gram. Eight medcaps were conducted in the battalion's area of operation,· 
in which 549 civilians were treated. Materials and labor were donated 
in rebuilding a school in Saigon and an orphanage in My Tho. 

(3) New enemy techniques encountered were the increased use of hard­
to detect plastic mines in place of metal mines and the construction of 
numerous small (1 foot high, 1 foot in diameter) road blocks in clusters 
instead of one massive earthert road block. Within each cluster, sevet"al 
are booby trapped. Since any of them might be rigged, each one has to be 
painstakingly cleared. which increases the time expendc-ri opening the r·oad. 

(4) New techniques employed by the 15th Engr Bn included the use of a 
plow which is mounted behind an Armored Personnel Carrier and which 
travels alongside the road to locate and cut command detonating wires. 
Another innovation was the evolvement of a battalion security platoon con­
sisting of four flame tracks, two 3/4-ton trucks with SO caliber machine 
guns and two 106mm recoilless rifles mounted on \-ton trucks. This pla­
toon is u~ed for providing security to engineer work parties, infantry 
troop movements, convoys and base camps to include Dong Tam Base (See Incl 
16, 15th Engr Bn 1 s ORLL). 

k. (C) During the past quarter the corrrnunications resources of the 9th 
Division have been stretched to the maximum. This has been due to the re­
location of the division headquarters from Bearcat to Dong Tam on 26 July and 
tactical operations that have extended dzep into the Delta region. During 
the phase-in of the division headquarters at Dong Tam, th~re was a progressive 
build-up of circuits that completely duplicated and in some cases, sur-
passed those that were installed at Bearcat. Specific areas of interest 
and lessons learned include: 

(1) (U) Coordination with USARV for Army circuits that would be required 
once the divis.ion headquarters moved to Dong Tam was started in early May. 
Requirements for telephonic conrnunications with four AkVN divisions, III 
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and IV Corps TOCs and Senior Advisors, various Sector Advisors and A ccmplete 
tie-in with the long distance trunking system were validated~ Further, re­
quirements for a telephone dial system at Do~ Tam had to be determined and 
coordinated. As a result o! this coordination on the 26th of July when the 
division headquarters re-located, the ground work had been laid and circuits 
vital to the operation of the headquarters were routed to those locations 
required for coordination. 

(2) (U) Frequencies for the FM tactical radios have continued to be a 
problem. Since the greater fOrtion of the frequencies assigned by II Field 
Force to the division are shared with other US and allied units, careful 
study of the area where a frequency ~s to be used must be made prior to the 
actusl assignment for use by a unit. Even when this is done some problems 

.. -.. - oqcur, Since alJ 1•ni ts in the III and IV Corps Zones are not controlled by 
II Field li'orce, frequency assignm~nts made b:,· the Signal Office ofter dup­
licate those of other major units (Navy., Advisors, Artillery, etc). The 
problem is further complicated by the reeular changing of frequencies wh~n 
a new CEOI is place1 into effect. Close coordination is maintained with 
Brigade Signal Officers to provide frequencies that will be relatively clear 
in each area of operation. 

(}) (U) _Communicatfo:ns security is of vital concern in the 9th Division. 
In this area further advances have been made in the regular char..ging of 
the CIDI. For the first time sine~ the division departed Fort Riley, a 
reserve edition of the CEOI has been in the hands of units to be implement­
ed in the event of a com::.,romise. A cheduled ci1ange to the CEOI wos _plact?d 
into effect on ~.he 16th o.f June. This edition of the CEOI was comprcrr.ised 
by.loss in early July and as a result the reserve was placed into eff~r+ 
on the 11th of July, The publication of new and reserve CEOIF required 
complete re-alignment of methods of operation in the Division Signal Office. 
Since this has been accomplished, new CEDI items are prepared ~onstantly for 
division distribution, 

(4) (u) Instructions on the use of the CEDI (CEI) were lal~ published at. 
Port Riley. During this quarter a new issue of Communicati1bh - Electronic 
Instructions have been compiled. Complete dist'!."i.lmtion to ~;ll holders of 
the 9th Division CEDI will be made during the month of A\18\l~~. These \dll 
provide updated current information on division radio nets~podes, wire 
operations and all aspects ~t communications within the di ~ion that do 
not regularly change. 

(5) (U) Due to tactical operational re~.uirements that have probed deep 
into the Mekong Delta, a requirement txisted to provide long range voice 
radio contact between the division's headquarters and the mobile riverine 
headquarters. This problem was ~olved by the establishment of a single 

Page 39 



AVDE-MH 
SUBJEXJT : 

20 August 1968 
Operational Report of 9th Infantry Division for Period Ending 
31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (u) 

sideband voice radio net. Dependable direct radio communicntions are now 
available regardless of 'the location of the Riverine Force. FM retransmis­
sion stations have proved impractical due to the distances and lack of 
suitable secure location in which to pl~ce them. 

(6) (D') In addition to the direct radio voice net to the Riverine Force, 
a requirement for direct telephone and teletype communicotions existed. 
Thro\l8h careful planning and coordination with the 2nd Brigade Signal Offi­
cer, methods have been devised to track the USS Benewah with VliF antennas 
in ora.t>l: 1.0 waintain solid communications. When the ship approaches thi­
maximum range of the VHF equipment strategically located radio relay stations 
are activated to maintain the telephone and teletype circuits. Using this 
scheme of operations these communications are maintained with a minimum out­
age time. Prior to this q~arter these methods had not been attempted. Al­
so developed for the Riverine Force was a concept for telephonic comm1,lllica­
tions when they establish a forward. CP at a location remote from the Benewah. 
In this case a method was devised to mount a VHF station on a medium land­
ing craft and track it in the same manner as the :Benewah is tracked. This 
proved to be highly successful and provided the multi-channel telephone 
communications to the 2nd Brigade which are so vital for an operation of 
this type. 

(7) (tr) Teletype message traffic continues to be of vital concern to the 
Signal Officer. In coordination with the Adjutant General, the Division 
now has an established Message Review Board. Since the establishment of 
this board constant inprovements have been noted in this area. Staff Sec­
tions or head<iuarters that dispatch messages determ:lned by the Mt'!~!'I.AP't'! :R,._ 
view Board to be over-classified, verbost'!, cnntaining too high a precedence 
or other means should have been used, receive a DF or letter sigu .. u u,, i. .. u 
Chief of Staff informing them of the findings of the board. The continued 
command emphasis in this area has shortened communication center handling 
time of teletYJ)e traffic and provided the 9th Division with a much more 
efficient teletype system. 

(8) (tJ.J During joint operations with the Navy and Air Force a need arose· 
to have an operations code that contained phrases that were common to all 
three services. Throll8h coordination with US.ARV arrangements were made to 
obtain joint KAO codes and numerical/authentication tables from DIRNSA that 
met these criteria. The issue of these codes should considerably reduce 
the time required to encipher messages that previously had to be spelled 
out letter by letter. Terms and phrases required by the Army ant Navy- are 
contained. in this one K.\C booklet. · 
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(1) General: Duri~ tbt reporting period, Army aviatio:1 supported 
division operations daily. The defeat of the enemy's second Saigon offen­
sive was characterized by th6 use of multiple assault helicopter companies, 
armed helicopter platoons. Medium and heavy helicopters were used for ·move­
ment of artillery, supplies and troop lifts. l'he 9th Aviation Battalion 
provided general support to the division during the period and responded to 
request from units in contact. II FFORCEV supported the division 'by pro­
"fidin« a daily average of 1.8 assault helicopter companies and two CH-47's 
!or resupply, artillery movement and troop lifts. 

(2) Dllployaient of Aniy Aviation in support of operations: The 9th 
Aviation Battalion continued to provide general aviation support to the 
division by turnishinr on a daily basis 17 UH-ID's, 3 WH's and 6 UH-IC 
gunships, Durin8 -~ne reporting period, the 9th Aviation Battalion has 
supported the division by flying 21,186 sorties, hauling 360 tons of cargo, 
airlifting 33,385 passengers, conducting 168 med-evacs, averaging 3,362 
flying hours per month, flying 1,435 night hours, and 1,397 hours of com­
bat assaults. 

(3) On 15 Jul 68, 9th Avn Bn in conjunction with 709th Maint En began 
a test ot the Decentralized.Aircraft Maintenance concept when Company B/709th 
Maint :Bn was attached to am' colocated wi. th the 9th Avn Bn, (See Inclosure 
18, 9th Avn :Bn 1s ORLL) 

m. (C) Ch~m:Jcal Operation 

(1) E63 Manpack Personnel Detector (MPD) (People Sniffer) 

(a) During the reporting period there were 82 MPD missions !lown for 
a total o! 316 hours. Missions were flown uUlizing both the UH-ID and OH­
O aircraft. Results were reported either to G2 Air for inclusion in their 
compilation of intelligence indications or to ~rlgade· H.adquarters for im­
mediate reaction to maximum readings, Totel !lying time during the pre- . 
Tious quarte:r was 39 hour:-: c.overing 23 missions. The pximary:·rea&o.n · fox the 
tremendous incr•ase in usage is aue to the tact that each bripde n~w has 
a "People Sni!f•r" team available for instant us6 when required by the 
taoticaJ. si t'U8tion. 

(b) One signifi..,ant example ci tin,t:l' tt, .. , • ..,.'? of tt,~ "'Peol)le ,;,.,i.ffer" 
occured on 1 Jun 68 when the 2-39 Inf and 2-60 Inf inserted after record­
ing maximum people sniffer readin;;s and receiving som8 ground fire, Two 
companies of the 2-39 Int mov~d toward trails located in the erea and im­
mediately 1'.0eived heavy g:roUl'ld tire. G~o\l?\d elements were supported by 
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several air and massive artillery strikes. Contact lasted until late at 
night. As a result of a sweep of the area the next mo::-ning 41 VC KIA (EC) 
were found and 14 weapons were captured. 

(c) With the introduction of the Airborne Personnel Detector (AP!>), 
intelligence capabilities have been increased considerably, due to the 
faot this instrument is far superior to the Manpack Pe~sonnel Detector. 

/ 

(2) Riot Control Agent Op~rations: During the reportine' period there 
were seven missions flown utilizing bulk CS as a persistent contaminator. 
Over 19,000 pounds were dropped covering over 105 hectares. There were 
241 E158 CS Canister Clusters employed this quarter during 32 missions. 
Tht most significant r~sults were:. 

(a) 3 Jun 68: 12 E158 CS Canister Clusters were dropped at XS275584; 
xs340590 and xs2605a2, in support of the 2-39 Int and 2-60 Inf' in contact 
with a VC Battalion. After the munitions were dropped, the VC abandoned 
their positions and exposed themselves to LFT and ground infantry fire. 
The results were 52 VC KIA (EC), 14 SA and 3 C/S wen_pons dl3ctroy'.)d or c~:r­
tured. 

(b) 8 Jun 68: 11 E158 CS Canister Clusters were dro~ped at XS227564, 
xs240564 and xs239502, in m1pport of the 2-39 Inf, 2-60 Inf, 2-47 Inf and 
CIIG elements in contact with a VC Battalion. Aga:i.n as soon as the. muni­
tions dispensed the CS, the enemy .;as forced to expose hemself. Results 
of the contact were 'l3 VC KIA (BC), and 1 POW, 3 AK-47 1s, several B40 rds, 
several uniforms and &as masks were captured. 

(c) 17 Jun 68: 8 E158 CS Canister Clusters were dropped at XS394335 
(center of mass), in support of 2--3~-Inf, 2-60 Inf and CIIG elements in 
contact. Results were: 57 VC KIA (BC), and 1 Pow, 11 AK-47's, and 1 anti­
aircraft weapon captu.~ed. 

(d) 23 Jun 68: 8 E158 CS Canister Clusters were dropped at XS667736, 
in support of 2-39 Inf, 3nd 2-60 Inf in contact. Results of the contact 
were: 41 vr: KIA (:a::), and 1 60mm mortar, 11 AK-47's, ~ POW and 900,000 
piasters cap~d • 

. (e) 25 Jun 68: 12 E158 CS Canister Clusters wero dropped at XS609708 
(center of "lass) in support of the 2-47 Inf (M), 2-39 Inf', 2-60 Inf amd · 
5-60 Inf' (M) elements in contact. Results were: 42 VC ta.A (B::), and 10 
AK-47's, 1 AK-50, 2 light MG 1 s, 2 RFG's, and 1 pistol captured. 

(3) D.!.t'olia-tio-n 

(a) During this reporting period there were herbicide missions flown 
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at Bearcat perimeter, Rack Doi }I.a River west of Rack Kien and Cia Ray 
Mountain. A total of 193 hectares have been treatect thus far. 

(b) Requests have been submitted for defoliation of the perimeter 
at Dong Tam and extensive areas to the west end east of Dong Tam. 

(4) Enetey' CBR Activity 

(a) Al though there were a few VC gas masks captured, there we·, ' no signi­
ficant enetey' CBR activities within the 9th In! Div TAOI during this re~urt­
illg period. 

(b) The enetey' probably does not possess the capability for CBR War­
tare with the possible exception of the employment of Riot Control Agents 
with small area coverage such as grenades. 
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2. (C) Section 2, Lessons: Lea.med: Commanders' Observations, Evaluatioh. 
and Recommendations. 

a. (C) Personnel 

· (11) (U) !forniM Repa:rt and S-+;atistical. Inquiries. 

OBSERVATION. Timely and accurate response to requests concernil!g 
morning reports em./or atatistical inquiries- is often precluded by 
distance oi subordinate uni ts from this headquarters slld the tactical 
situation. 

EVALUATION. Data reported under the ~ Personnel Accounting Syste 
is UAed in reports which form the basis f[r, significant command and ma.nake­
ment decisions at all ech~lona of command I It is therefore important that 
requests- for clarification or additional ormation be given priority 
attention. 

RECOMMENDATION. That AG establish a Suspense Control Section to handle 
all sus-pense a&lld reg,ular 1110niing report cor:resi),Oilodeuce a.o include req_uests 
for clarification or additiona:l information. I 

(Z) (u) Erroneous Casualty Reports. 
i 

OBSERVATION. Casualty reports involving KHA and seriously WHA, ci:!.lled 
in during the confusion of combat require confirmation prior to release 
to USARV. Confirmation ie often difficult to obtain vi thin the USARV 
imposed limit. t 

EVALUATIO?f. The confusion of combat causes- • distinct possibility 
of erroneous CRm.mlty reporting regaroless of the care taken to insure 
accuracy. Communications problems- add to this possibility since Casualty 
Branch personnel are often unable to cont~.et nn:i.ts f3:lltd/or graves registration 
points to verify casual ties o The Added pressure or ineeting reportillg i 

suspense dates a.lO?lg w:l """1 these other problems often J!IHUlts in reports 1 

being submitted vi thout proper confirmation. ' 

RECOMMENDATIONS. Casualty Branch, uni ts and graves registration points 
utilize any and all means of communications available to confirm initiali 
reports. Ca.sual ty Branch should confirm reports prior to rel~ them 
to USARV. 

(3) {U) Requisitioning of Bl81'Jlc Forms from Japan. 
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OBSERVJ:TIOB. 1Jni ts are encountering delgys in receipt of requisitioned 
blaruc forms. 

EVALUATION. The US .Arrrry AG Printing and Publishing Center, Japan bas 
over 1,100 separate ACcounts from units in Vietnam. Units have not been 
following proper requisitioning procedures and have submitted an excessive 
number of special requisitions 7 thus, innrAasing the workload on USAAGPPCJ. 
These factors are causing unnecessary shipments of blank forms- by air 
transportation and considerable delay or non-receipt of .needed rams. 
Positive actions a.re being initiated to minimize the problems. as follows a 

(a) Requistitiona a.re being consolidated at battalion or higher level. 

(b) Publication accounts at USAAGPPCJ for comi:e,ny and smaller size 
units axe being canoelled. 

(c) Special requisitions are being routed through this hea.dquaters 
:where an attempt to obtain the required for.ms will be Jll.8.de prior to 
forwarding the requisition to USAAGPPCJ. 

RECOMMENDATIONSo Units consolidating requisitions for blank foxms 
take positive e.ction to insure that monthly 'requisitions are .submitted 
promptly and correctly and that all units are maintaining a. least a. 
sixty day stockage of forms. 

(4) (C) Transportation for Personnel (2d Bde). 

OBSFRVATION. The MRF has been exper:I ::. .. cing difficulties in securing 
transportation for troop passengers wr ., .. the MRB is located SJ,1S.y from a 
base which cannot be :reached by su.rfa•·e transportation. 

EVALUATION. Personnel depa:rting the MRB to go on R&R are often 
delayed several days, and iI' the pa.st have been unable to arrive in time 
to depart on their scheduled flightso Personnel ~P~~~+;~~ ~~r TIER.OS 
puTI>oses a-re often delayed, but since they usually leave early, tll9 .. dela;r 
does not affect them as much as those who ha.ve t.i..:.1,..i: w.1,.ve ~ -co maet iaiem · 
a.t the R&R site. This results in a considerable !inanci1..l loss, to say 
nothing of the serious more.le problem it creates. Personnel leaving for 
the purnose of conducting business have waited as long as 3 days before 
transportation arrived. At the present time, the order of priority for 
personnel departing -the ME!B •is as follows: 1. Emergency Leave 2. R&R 
3. DEROS 4. Official Business. Since the Brigade usually bas only _2 or 
3 fiights per day, only the people with top priority' get to leave. 
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In addition, Army correspondents, key G-2 personnel (interpreters, etc.) 
and visitin8 officials receive a top priority-rating, second only to 
those going on emergency leave. During one 7 day period that the MRB 
vu m,rs::, fr.om Dong Tam, the Brigade averaged 25 departin8 personnel per 
de::,. Personnel return:i.Dg from leave have the same problem. Recent]Jr 
the Brigade :received 60 (replacements, R&R) troops, by ship, who had been 
we.itine- at Dong Tam for several ds::,s. Thia again presents a ser:l.owr 
morale problem and also reduces the lXl.lmber of people availabls for use 
in the field. 

RECOMMENDATION. '!!bat two utility helicopters be placed. at the dis­
posal of the 2d Brigade to allevia.b its administratiw transportation 
problems. · 

b. (C) Operations 

(1) (CJ E158 CS Cannister Cluster used with the Personnel Detector (1st Bde) 

OBSmVATION. The E158 CS cannister cluster used in conjunction with 
the personnel detector is an effective method to locate the enemy and drive 
him from prepared positions. 

EVALUATION. The personnel detector and E158 CS dispenser be carried 
in the UH-1D utility helicopter. When a high reading is obtained on tbe 
personnel detect?;. in a SUSJleCted enemy location, the CS can be placed 
on the location 1Jf order to drive the enemy from bis cover a.nrl. concealment. 
This method is most effective wreD. the CS drop is followed immediately by 
an·s.ssul.t by ground forces or by artillery fire. This technique has worked 
effectively in tree lines, a.long cana.ls, and in bunker complexe•• One 
precaution that should be taken is to insure that a.t least !')ne of the 
helicopter pilots is equipped with a protective mask.. 

RECOMMENDATION. Continued work must be undertaken in employing the 
CS and "people sniffer" to j.mprove ,s..r drop a.ccuracy and to determine what 
mm:ieuver or fire support actions best follow up the use of CS gas. 

(2) (~) Effectiveness of Combininf\ PSYWAR with the "Piling-on" 
Techniques (1st Bde) . 

OBSERVATION. Considerable tactical success can be obtained by 
. combining the use of CS, "people sniffer", ambush patrols, air landed 
operations, and the "intimate psychological warfare program" with 
the "pilling-on"· teclmiqUP.. 
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EVALUATION., The most effective group of' tactical techniques developed 
during this period concerns the action taken to annihilate enemy units. 
The sequence involves 1ocation of enemy forces, "pilillg-on" all available 
forces to encircle the enemyo and cause the encircled force to surrender 
or be annihilated. The vru:ious techiques developed to support this 
desired end have shown gratifing results. Initially the brigade begins 
its operations by employing the "people sniffer", airborne CS, helicopter, 
ambush patrols, and e.ir landed operations to locate the enemy. Once 
contact ,is established the brigade uses every available resource, 
stripping the base camps bare 9 to surround· ·the located enemy force. 
Movement is continued even during the hours of darlmess to ensure that 
the encirclement is complete. Then the brigade emplo:;s all available air 
and artillery to pound the enemy force 9 halting occasionally to practice 
the "intimate psychological warfare" described below. Finally the area 
is swept to destroy those who refuse to surrender. The primary object o'f' 
this group or techniques is to obtain the surrender of a large enemy force. 
While the b.,.➔.gade achieved some sucess in this direction against local 
forces in DINH TUONG Province 9' prospects a.re expected to be better 
against the NVA uni ts, who should be more susceptible to the appeals of the 
"intimate psychC'logical warfa.Te" program. If all the techniques e.re 
employed properly and a. certain element of luck is present the "pili.na'-on" 
tactic might yield gratifying results. We also further wish to refine 
this tactic tm-oi.u;:h the inclucion of other friendly forces. This worked 
quite well in DINH 'IUONG Province when we acquired the cooperation of 
CIDG units. 

,. RECON1'ENDATION o More study and practical work must be undertaken 
on both methods of gaining contact with the enemy a.nd methods of encircling 
an enemy contact. Techniques must be further refined. 

(3) {C) Improvement of "Intimate PSYWAR" Techniques (1st Bde) 

®SERVATION. Techniques concerned with the emp1oy.ment of the "intimate 
psychologir.al warfare" program: ce..n be refined. 

EV'ALUATIOU" During our encounter with main force battalions outside 
AO CR~CKERJACK ~e quickly r~alized that our psychological appeals to the 
individual soldier were not applicable to these type targets. A second 
set of appeal cards are presently being prepared to hit directly at the 
cadre and lefl.ders of these ma;.n force uni ts aiming at the surrender of an 
entire main force unit. With a selection, the US commander can choose 
his appeal based on the character and size of the contact. In debriefing 
an NVA Regimental S1 we fou.id that our timing suffered. The trapped 
battalions bad not been pounded long enough before we etarted our 15 
to 20 minute appeals., He related to us that when the rhythm of 11a:ppea.l-
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firepower - appeal." was set up the NVA used the lull to maneuver their 
troops- away from the bombed a.rea. In our next encou.'"lter w plan a 4-5 
minute appeal And. if we do not receive a.. mass turnout, we intend to 
resume the firepower quickly • 

. RECOMMENDATION. Debriefing and evaluations· of tactical techniques 
must be utilized to hone our techniques to the finest edge possible~ 
In!'orma.tion obtained from POI Is can assist evaluation considerably. 
The "intimate psychological. warfare" program is an aree. or great T':romiae. 
Eveey opportunity to utilize it must be seized and eveey utilization 
studied. · 

(4) (U). Attacking Fortified Positions (2d Bde) 

. OBSERVATION. When conducting operations, in area.. where there are 
known or suspected eneley' fortified positions, it is important to employ 
the point element to the advancing unit at a reasonable distance so as 
to force the enemy to disclose his position prematurely. 

EVALUATION. Most fortified positions a.re constructed along the edge 
of tree lines, and are reinforced with mutual supporting firing -positions 
or spider holes. Tbt; average fortified position is no:rmally design.ea 
with a killing zone in one general direction. The average port of these 
po~itions a.re approximately eighteen (18) to twenty-four (24) inches 
above the grotmd levelo 

RECOMMENDATION. If the Illilin body is close enough to be eneaged at the 
same time as the point 9 there is no need for a point. The point element 
or scout te8l!I 1191st move in advance under the cover of the platoon, usually 
a.t the limits of visibility a..11.d supportability. The density of the terrain 
should dictate the distance between the point element and the main body; in 
close terrain, this is purely a matter of judgement. When the point 
element is engaged, the ground commandP:r. must be a.gp;ressive and l't'U'\euver 
his force while supporting by fire. Only· the ground commander can determine 
what distance he can support by fire and still be free to maneuver. 
In doing so he must ::-ealize that fortified positions a.re attacked by placir. 
direct tire on the embrasures? maneuvering to a. fiank, blinding the enency-ts 
visibili t? vi th a.rtilleey ( ID J or grenad.es: (WP), and a.ssau1tiDg with name 
and explodves., If casualties result during the engagement of the point 
element, the ...... ~., body must endeavor to retrieve the wounded but not at 
the risk or exposing more men foolishly and. :i.guodag the mission ot des-
tro7ing the enel!G". · 
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(5)(c) Anti-Ambush Prodedures (Riverine) (2d Bde) 

OBSERVATION. Most ambushes on waterways are established along curves 
or bends in tt,e river o i 

EVALUATION. An effective anti-ambush measure against ambush positions 
located near a b~nd in the river is to employ artillery and a.irstrikes 
(preferably napalm) on likely and known positions prd.or to entering the 
area. This is not alwo.ys feasible because of ground clearances and 
compromise of the route or ll'.Dvement. In addition, light helicopter fire 
teams, when reconnoitering likely ambush posi ti.ens, often discourage the 
enemy from engaging troop-laden craft. Recent exneriences indicate that 
the enemy prefers to eng~e assualt support craft when gunships are not 
providing direct covexage during riverine movements. When the assault 
craft are moving without aerial covP-rage, it is logical for each assault 
boat to select .a.n .area .fo:r: .z:!=!conni ng by .fixe or suppressing enemy .fires. 
This provides a greater and more P.ffective dispersion method for returning 
fire or reconning by fireo 

Rre01-lMENDATION. Once an ambush is encountered, it is essential to 
accurately locate a.nd ll18J:k the ambusho At the B.ame time, all ava.ila.ble 
fires must be brought to bear on the enemy, suppressing his initial fires 
and discouraging him to continue the. ambush. 

{6)(u) Cultural Drama Te.am (2d :Sde) 

OBSERVATION. A Vietnamese Cultural Drama. Team can be used in conjunction 
with a MEDCAP/DENTCAP and a definite bene.fit C2.ll. be obtained. . . ,.. 

EVALUATION. On past MEDCAP/DENTCAPs there bas been a definite lack of 
control runong the civilian populace even .t.hough-1.nterpr!'.'ters wer:J present. 
The ci vilian.s have an ove:rw.hel:ming .curiosity and will crowd around the 
doctors and dentists af.fo;cdi.ng ... them_l.iltle. . .roam. to. work. During a recent 
CIVAC operation, it was observed that Vie±namP.se are fond of musical 
programs o The membe:i:s d the dr~..ma. .. team create a di version with their ski ts, 
and therefore can assist in.keeping the people, especially the children, 
entertained and s:wo.y !rOl!l the doctor and dentist. The civilians seem to 
be ,reatly entlrused by their shows and more control nnd better working 
conditions are created. 

RECOMMENDATION. The use of a Vietnamese Cultural Drama Team be employed 
in conjunction with MEDCAPS/DEN1ICAPS. w.hen available. 
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(7)(c)' Night Operations (Combat Patrols) (2d Bde) 

OBSERVATION Commanders and small .. um:t leaders must .iru:f.ure the.t .mem­
bers or patrols operating in swamps or riverine environment are able to 
maneuver themselves. in the water. 

EVALUATION. During the conduct of a night ambush patrol, five members 
or the patrol drowned while attempting to embark an assault support 
patrol boat {ASPB). It was l.ater determined that none or the drowning 
victims could swim, or was equipped with a life preserver. Other factors 
having considerable influence of the incident were: 

{ 1) Prior to and dnri ng the extraction, the patrol was briefly 
engagE!d by enemy small 'll'l!1S .fire; this caused both the boat crew and the 
:patrol to be disor,11.'a.nized in .executing the extraction. 

(2) Individual's gea~ consisted of steel helments, fiask j~ckets 
and web gear ..mi.ch hindere.d the patro.1 1.s.movement in the va.ter. 

(3) No prior training .bad been received in ASPB night boarding 
prodeduras. 

(4) Balf of the patrol .members wore gla.sses .and the muddy water 
splashing on tbair glasses._ reduced .. their viaabili~ 

( 5) .None of the patrol members .wore ..li.fs jackets. 

RECOMMENDATION. 

( 1 ) Prior to initiating. a patrol in a riverine envi.romnent careful 
consideration should .ha. given....to pairing._off. llOll-svimmers with strong 
swimmers, thereby-establishing the buddy system. Won-swimmers should be 
equipped with l.if'.e_ jacke.ts. · 

(2) S~a.11 boat training, wtih emphasis on night loading and un­
loading techniques, should be taught prior to conductiog operations in­
volving small.craft. 

(3) Equipment should be tailored to the mission and the environ­
ment. 

(4) A review and reheqrsal of all procedures and tactics be made 
prior to the operation. 
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(8)(C) Employment .of the MK-33 Fragmentation Grenade (2d ]de) 

OBSERVATION. The MK-33 Grenade bas an effective casualty producing 
radius of ;o meters. The greu1.de is well constructed, :md it is a definite 
asset in dest:i:oy.ing the. eDSm¥. On several occasions, the grenade h::~ been 
employed to destroy nnoccupied enemy bunkers. However, employment of the 
grenade in that IMllner resulted in friendly casualties due to its incrensed 
bursting radius. 

EVALUATION. The MK-33 grenn.de nhould not be employed as a. means for 
destroying empty bUllkars. The grenade is extremely effective for the pur­
pose for which it was designed. The arming device provid~~ 1 ample time for 
the grenade to be thr.Oliln end protective measur. es taken. d -- --------

RECOMMENDATION •. That a progrwn of inst~ction e.nd train. rr; be pre­
sented in all units concerning employment of the MK-33 fr 1 entation 
grenade. 

(9)(U) Identifyj.ng Weapons of Casualties (2d Bde) 

OBSERVATION. During medical evo.cuation fit'Om the battle area, weapons 
o! casualties are o.f.ten_misplaced. 

EVALUATION. The task of recovering weapons from battle C8.SUal ties has 
proven to be difficult at times. Unnecessary confusion can result in 
identifying those •ea.pons which are to be evacuated. Sometimes the 
wrong weapons are collected because of several factors, e.g. the serial 
number is not readily avaibble, the unit I s desire to contin1¥! its oper­
ation, and the act o.f .r.edi.s.tributing weapons within the unit. 

RECOI·lMENDATION. A workable solution to alleviate tr.is proble is to 
mark each.weapon with a desi~ated number. The mnrking can include the 
unit designation and should be stenciled using paint to pre~lur.e rubbing 
or wee.ring off. The weapon can be mn.rked on its stock, mak~ng it eMy to 
read. Once a weapon he.s been evacuated, immediate 'tdrninistrative action 
should be initiated to Tecord its dis?osition. 

(10)(C) Street Fighting in Built-up Areas; Use of Tanks and APC's (3d Bde) 

OBSERVATION. In many instances entire elements can be pinned down by 
fire from re la.ti vely small enemy elements. 

EVi,LUATION. From the standpoint of rapid reaction and shook, it 
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would be extremely advmtageous to have tanks and APC's working in close 
conjunction with the foot soldiers. 

RECOMMENDATION. When it becomes evident that extensive street fighting 
is to be conducted, tanks and APC 1s should be immediately avai.-ble to 
ground Cl'.'M.,na.nders. 

(11)(C) Control of LF'T's TAC Air and Artil two or more 
Companies are in Contact in the Same Buil t-u d Bde 

OBSERVATION. During street fighting in bu.il:t-up areas, wide dispersion 
of company-size elements is required when two or more companies a.re in con­
tact at the same time. It b~comes extremely difficult to control movement 
and to maintain exact locations of units. Due to the difficulty in con­
trol, coordination of supporting artillery, TAC Air and light fire teams 
( LFT) a.re difficult. From actual experiences in Saigon, there were times 
when as many as three LFT's were working for different.companies at the same 
time that TAC Air and supporting artillery were being utilized. 

EVALUATION. It was found that the system that worked best in a. sit­
uation like this was to have the LFT 1s utilize the FM frequency of the 
company being supuorted and. work directly with the company com.,ia.ruier. T:1.C 
Air was controlled by the battalion commander. Artillery was coordinated 
through the battalion commander and controlled by the companies. The unit 
in the target area maintained communicatjon with FAC to identify friendly 
locations. 

RECOMMENDATIOM. That control be decentralized as indicated. 

(12)(C) Exnedient Fighting Positions Utilizing Plastic Assault Boats 
(PAB) (3d Bde) 

OBSERVATION. In many areas of the Delta., it is impossible to tie-in 
defensive positions except by fire due tc the vast open areas of water­
filled rice paddies. Obviously soldiers cannot occupy a position while 
standi?18 or sitting in water all night, consequently defenses are not tied­
in a.s closely as desired. 

EVALUATION. This problem has successfully been overcome by the use of 
plastic a.ssaul t boats (PAS 1s) which can be sling-loaded by helicopter into 
defensive positions with little trouble. PA:8 1s were positioned in the 
water to fill gaps in the defense, camouflaged with ..natural vegetation and 
used as a fighting position. Sandbags can be used to fortify the inner walls 
or the PAB to give protection to the occupants. The added weight a.lso lowers 
the silhouette of the PAB in the water. 
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REx::Qr,l}llTIIDATION. That this method be used to fill gaps in defensive 
positions caused by open, ¥~t~r-fjlled qre~s. 

(13)(C) Night Insertinn of Troop Units (3d Bde) 

OBSF.RVATION. The-difficulties of inserting a tactical element by 
helicopter during the ho1irs of dRrkness are far greater than those of 
daylight insertionso F.ven identific~tion of the LZ itself can be almost 
impossible on dark, moonless nichts without riroper supporting illuminatfon. 

EVALUATION. A special SOP covering night insertions can result in a 
more effective, faster a.nd se.fer oper?.t:i.on. Plans should be made for the 
use of Pathfinders, Moonglow illumination ships, advance parties into the 
LZ to act as guides for subsequent lifts of troops, for reinforcement of 
elements in the event of contact and for the em:P].oyEent of supporting 
artillery, TAC air and gunships for LZ preparation and to cover the insertion. 
The same plan should cover night extractions. 

RECOBMENDATION. That ea.ch unit adopt an SOP to cover night airmobile 
ope::.-ations. 

(14)(C) Riverine Operation Counterrunbush Pl,an (3d. Bde) 

OBSERVATION. Unlike operations conducted on land, waterborne operations 
are often characteri7.ed by the necessity of units utilizing the SOllle route 
of return a.s was used for entrance into an operational area. On the re­
turn rout.a the possibility of llI!1bush i::i greatly increased. 

EVALUATION. A need P.Xist.s to est:,i.blish an SOP to cover counterambush 
teclmiques to be used dudng ri v.-.ri no n!1nrations. Uni ts I!Xllllt conduct 
extensive training in. counterambnsh techniques used on waterways prior to 
engag.i.ng in actual operations. The r,lan should cover a. variety of situa­
tions likely to be encountered on any riverine o~era.tion • Also plans 
should be made to cover any situation th::i.t may a.rise from a particular 
operation not covered in the SOP. An SOP of this type may not eliminate 
the ambushes, but will assist the unit in succ€.ssfully combating them. 

RECCHJ:ENDATION. That it be rn:u1d::\tory that all uni ts participating in . 
riverine operations have a counterambush SOP and be required to participate 
in extensive counterambush trainine, prior t~ conducting actual riverine 
operations. 
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( 15 )( C) Airs trikes .on. Intel Ji genc.e Targets (3d :Bd.e) 

OBSERVATION. Airstrikes on. intelligence targets can. .be made more 
effective an<! result .in.. ...increased VC .. body c.a:unt. .. i£ the .forward air con­
troller (FAC) remain9 out of the ta.rget area until the time to mark the 
target with smoke ro.ckets. 

EVALUATION. PI:io.J::.. to . .pv:lli.ng in ..a.n ... a.ir.s.:trik:e, a FA!LJm.1St r.econ the 
target to insure the . .coordi.nate.s a:ce c.ru:re.ct..,. . .tha.t .. there .au.no .friendly 
troops in or ne.8J'!. t.he ~t.a.:r.ea and.....to p.i..c.k .. the exa.c..t ~cation where the 
fighters arP. to drop their .bombs•- \lb.en. the .fi.g:hte.u .a.rti.Y.e. the. FAC then 
points out the target .anc.. sets up a s.ttike. pat.tern.. This. t.alres anywhere 
f'ro.m five to ten minutes. l.t . ..ha.s. b.e.en. p?:av.en by 3d .Bde FAC 1s th'lo.t recon 
or the target using binoculars :w:hile ily.:i.Ilg 1-2..kilome:ters. awq and flying 
at en altitude or 3000 .re.et _or. bi gher incr.e.a.s.es .. the chances oi ca.tc.hi.ng tJlE! 
VC off gu&.rd in the tarzet.a.re.a... VC on.the ground c.a:nn.ot hear the 0-1 air­
cratt flying at that altitude untiJ. the FAC :narks the tar.;et with a. SI'IOke 
rocket. The time bet:we:m the mc..rk by .the FAC .and the first .bomb dray by 
the fighters c8.?1 be as little a8 ten seconds thereby denying the VC time to 
get into bunkers. 

R.ECOM?fr-:NDATION. That this technique be used ~y FAC I s when putting 
airstrikes on intel.ligr-.nce t:J.rgets c,:r .m ...known VC ..lJ:lcat.i.ons. 

(16){C) Conduct ofJi.'.ght Airroobi1e Assaults (9th Av.n) 

OBSERVATION. A.i.rmobile assauJ ts .und.e.r.-the cover .. o.r darkness can 
provide the ground commander with an effective means of delivering his 
troops to an objective with a.~.deg:ree of ..s:u:cprl.se. 

EVALUATION. Thez-e are certsiD inherent pr.ohl.ems. in aviation Gupport 
of night assa:ul ts ~t can.,_ wii..h. p:..-opex p.-..:epa.ration, be over'-ome to the 
degree necessary for the .pe.rf.~e .of. &.uccess.ful. operations. One prob­
lem is the difficulty .in lo-iELtiog the ael.ecied.Jand~ng.z.one (LZ) et night. 
A detailed daylight...xP.cannaissance ..by .the. a.:i.J::...'ltlssion. Mmmander and the 
ground commander sbaul.d. be mode. 5..e.1.e.ction .o.!...rau.tea to .and !ram the LZ 
along with sel.ectian ..oL checlc.. .paiAt.s .. t'tat. ca.n..l>e .e.aai.J.y 1 denti fied at 
night will facilitate. finding the .LZ . .at ..night. • .'Pa±bf4 nden . ..ha.YS been. suo­
cess!'ully use.d to :rrorl.da. pasi ti ve control in the LL Radio COillllDmi.o.a­
timia are established between the lead aircraft and the pathfinder g1.-ound 
control. Use of directional light sigr.al guns provid~ positive identif­
ication of the LZ. 
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Control of large form.~tions becomes more difficult ~t night. Smaller 
formations should be used for ease of control, depending on the requirement 
of the ground collmland.er .for massing troops in the LZ. 

________ . In order to succeed in producing an element of surprise, consideration 
should be given to deceptive reconnaissanceo By recomrl..ng several different 
areas, the chance of giving away the actual LZ to the enemy is lessened. 
Successful five ship formation landings have been ma.de in d.a.rlal.ess without 
the aid of illum.inationo The bottom half of aircraft exterior lights 
have been taped ta reduce detection ~hile in flight. 

I 

Night airmobile assaults require more planning, close coordination t 
between air and ground elements 9 detailed daylight reconnaissance, posit e 
control en-route to and. in the_ LZ I s and a simple but tho:i;ough plan. I. lj 1 

RECOMMENDATIONS. That detailed daylight reconnaissance of pre-planned 
LZ 1s be made so that landjng may be accomplished without fl.a;re illiminat..i.o:c. 

That path.finders be inserted in the LZ .five to ten minutes a.head of the 
first lift to provide positive identific~tion and control of _LZ 1s. 

That five ship formations with one minute inte!'Vals between lifts 
be considered for ease of control. 

(17)(U) Use of Masonite (15th Ene;r) 

OBSERVATION. :t-iasoni te has a tendency to warp when it becomes wet or 
if the sheets are placed together too tightly. 

EVALUATION. Much of the construction :!:'ecently accomplished has in­
clid the use of ma.sonite. It bas been noted that this material often 
w b when wet or plo.ced. tightly together. In an attempt to prevent thiljl 
w 1

• , mE:asures were taken to assure a nro J j ng area across the center / 
of 11w~e sheet of masonite and an extra¼" space left between sheets. 1 1 

Ap1¢!::'rlmately a two inch masoni te strip can be used ta._ cover the seam. 
1

1 ~OMMENDATION. When installing masoni te, provide it with as much 
ne~ling a.res as possible and allow s,ace between sheets for exp:msion. 

(18)(U) Concrete Pads {15th Engr) 

OBSERVATION. Precautions :must be taken when. pouri:bg com:reh cJ:w:ing 
periods ot.adverss weather conditions. 
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EVALUATION. During the pouri.n,g of concrete foundation pads, a number 
or problems_ have been.experienced. In view of .heavy requirements for 
concrete pads, it has been impossible to pick the days for placing con­
crete. T.bus, the bard rains and intense beat of the man.soon season have 
made the process very difficult.. To combat. this problem, pieces of plastic 
were p.1a.ce.d over t.ha surface of'... the..concrete .and. sroootbetl .by .hand with the 
plastic in place to produce a semi-fine finish. By doing. this, the rain 
only slightly affected the surface of the fresh qoncrete. After the rain 
the plastic was removed, and the surface was trowel fini.shed. 

RECOMMENDATION. Whe.n it becomes necessary tc pour concrete during ad­
verse weather condition, a procedure similiar to ~hat described above 
should be used. 

(19)(u) Skin Rash (15th~) 

OBSERVATION. After working in concrete for some time, some of the 
men developed .a skin. rash. fr.om conc.rete .poisoning,. This skin rash was 
.more prevalent with those persons who worked with the dry cement while 
charging the mixer. 

EVALUATION. Immedi:itely after working and during every bre~k through­
out the da:,, each man who had cement on bis body was required to wash 
himself at the work si tea. Not alluwiD8 the cement to linger on the skin 
any longer than necessary proved to be a great help in reducing the number 
of skin rash cases. 

mx:OM-1ENDATION. When pers.onnel are wo.rk:ing long periods of time with 
dry cement, insure that they have a means of periodically washing their 
skin free of the COil!+'rete powder. 

{2o)(c) Plastic Mines (15th Eng;) 

OBSERVATION. The enemy is now emplacing plastic mines in roadblocks 
which are extremely ha.rd to detect with the DTR-PRS-3 or 15} Mine Detectors. 

EVALUATION. The use of plastic mines by the local VC make the clearing 
or roadblockes a time consuming and expensive proposition. Since our mine 
detectors are not detecting these booby traps, we must destroy each pile 
or mud which necessitates a great quantity of explosives. 

REX:OMMENDATION. Modify a D-5 Dozer by attaching a denection shield on 
the rear or the blade. This will a.I.so require metal shields similar to 
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those on an MP excort jeep to provide the driver with protection from 
booby traps on the sides. The D-5 Dozer is capable .or removing a majority 
of the roadblocks encountered. 

(21 )(u) Overheating of D-5 Dozer ( 15th Engr)' 

OBSERVATION. The air mobile D-5 Dozer is issued wi.thout a belly pan 
and a radiator screen. When working in soft soil or in wooded areas, it 
continuously overheats. 

EVALUATION. In order to prevent this overheating i'r.om. occurring, we 
have fabricated a belly pan from. 3/ 411 plate steel which helps keep soil, 
limbs, and other ror.eign matter, out of the underside of the engine and 
helps keep t~e radiator from being punctured. A screen was 1110unted 
similia.r to ·that on a D-7 and all extraneous m'.l.tter w2.s kept away from 
the radiator, tbus.a.l.l~wing the engine. to keep cool. 

RECOMMENDATION. All D-5 Dozers should be i~sued with belly pans o.nd 
radiator screens installed. 

(22)(c) Use of Non-~1etru.lic Mines Against Vehicles. (15th Engr) 

OBSERVATION. As in the case of the previously mentioned roadblocks, 
the VC are planting non-metallic mines in the r.oad. 

EVALUATION. In view of the inability of our s:t.anda.r:d .mine detectors 
to pick up this type of' mine, it has become necessary to develope an al­
ternate device. At present we have achieved some success by employing a 
plow pulled by an AFC, which cuts a furrow along the side of the road. 
One man is assigned the mission of inspecting the furrow closely for wires. 
Although not perfected, by next quarter there should be a. plow configured 
so it can cope with the rice paddy dikes and sharp enough to penetrate to 
a depth of 8". Perhaps a civilian l,ydraulic disc is .the answer. 

RECOMMENDATION. Effort should be placed toward developing a standard 
device to accomplish the task described above. 

OBSERVATION. When we consider that every road south or Saigon is virtually 
a causeway, the problem of supportipg anchor s:•~tem. becomes an unusually' 
d.ifficul t one. The a't'E:c1S ~ n which 2ll anchor to\;..,..,· would. be placed is usually 
in the rice paddy. 
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ffiH 111 \ ~•\ 1.lk, w~ h:.i., i:: ..:Jund that an 8 1 x a 1 !loat&.tinn pla.tfom oan 
I\IW-\~;~P \!i ~ ~ 1 t.o..,er and.- surrni SA that a l.a.rger tower w.auld only require 
~ Hf·i>er r,la.trarm. The dead.men a.re a. .related problem s.nd 55 gallon · 
'!rums filled with con::rete seem to be the answer. They must be placed 
w1 th the aid or a helicopter., but once in place., they do the job. 

RECOMMENDATION. Under the conditions stated, a system ldm.ila.r to 
thc.t described a.bove should be used. 

(24)(u) Whip Antenna .Mount (15th Enp;r) 

OBSERVATION. In its present con.figuration, operation of the¼ ton 
truck over rough roads causes excessive metal fati~ue to the render nea.r 
the antenna. mount. 

I• . . . 

EVALUATION. By utilizing a¼" thick steel plate to sandwich the fend.er, 
additional strength is gained thus reducing metal fatigue to the aluminum 
fender. · 

RECOMMENDATION. A modification should be made to the ¼ ton truck to 
strengthen the weak points over the wheels where radios a.re normally 
mounted. 

(25) (c) Communica.t~ £.ram. .an.. LCM (]t!:l. Sf&) 

OBSERVATION. On 24 Jun 68, the 9th Signal httalio,n was tasked with 
the responsibility of providing tactic.a.1 telephone.. corornunir.a.tions to the 
2d Brigade Foward Command Post (CP). The brigade forward CP is oolocated 
with the CP of the . .Brigade direct .suppoxt ar.t:i.l.le:ey and operates .from 
a Landing Craft Hedium (LCM). During combat operations the .l3r.igade 
Commander utilizes the LCM as his f.o.rw.a.:rd cornrnand. post and spends a con­
siderable a.mount of _time ::-..boa:ro .. this cr2.ft. l3.e.ca:use the LCM f.requently 
relocates, the only practical means of providing telephone communications 
ila.s from a boat traveling with the forward .command craft. 

EVALUATION. On 25 Jun. 68, a Radio ~rrninal Van, J.N/MRC-69 mounted on 
a 2½ ton truck with genera.ti.ors was driven. aboard a. LCM-a. The next .morning 
the era.ft departed following the 'Bri gail e Forward LCM. A 30 foot antenna 
was erected o.rui attached to the aide o.t' the van. Initially communications 
were to be insta.lled betwe.en t.be boat and the 9t.n Signal. 'Battalion signal 
center at Tan An.. The distance proved too gr.e.a.t so a .relq atop Vung 'l'.au 
Bill wa.s activated 'and the communication link established. For the remainder 
ot the operation excellent communications were. ma.illtained even while the 
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boat relocated, which was six different times during the nine-day opera­
tion. Naturally, the circuits could not be terminated t~ the subscriber 
while the boats were moving, however, once stopped, the subscribers were 
tied into the carrier using WD-1. The circuitry included sole user lines 
to Division Main elements, the Brigade GP (also aboard a boat) and Division 
Artillery elements. 

RECOMMENDATION. (a) A crank-up type antenna such as is used for the 
AN/GRC-50 antenna should be used for this type operation. This antenna 
facilit.ates the lowering of the antenna as well as extending the antenna 
height. The antenna is also easier to rotate and. improves communications 
while moving. 

(b) The van should be off-mounted from the truck as the coxswain's 
visibility is reduced because of the height of the van. In addition, the 
removal of the truck from the LCM reduces the boat silhouette thereby 
decrea~ing the danger of equipment damage from enemy action. 

c, (C) Training. 

(1) Newly Graduated Aviators (9th Avn). 

OBSERVATION: During this reporting period there has been a large 
influx of newly graduated aviators with a corresponding attrition of 
experienced aviators. 

EVALUATION. The single ship, single fire team missions of the 9th 
Avn Bn require each crew or team to operate on its own. After an initial 
in-country orientation ride, the large part of a newly assigned aviator's 
training is gained by experience on operational missions with an aircraft 
commander or with another pilot who has flight experience in the TAOR. 
The battalion standardization instructor pilots are endeavoring to train 
additional qualified aviators as unit instructor pilots (IP) to provide 
a large experienced training base. 

dJ (C) Intelligence. 

(1) Integration of Target Acquisition and response means. 

OBSERVATION. During thits reporting period, there has been an increased 
use of people sniffers and radar to detect the enemy. Best resu:ts have 
been obtained when response was irranediate. 
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EVALUATION. Due to the fleetillg nature of targets in the Delta and 
their close proximity to population, the most effective u.c:ie of the detection 
devices has been with an immediate response force that can move immediatel7 
into the target area. .Experience .has shown the response should be measured 
in minutes rather than hot11"Bo The 1st :Bde on 24.25 June used. the people 
sniffer to survey the surrounding area of a 23 June contact. Ma.ximwn 
readings along a streaal.ine were ex,loited immediately by a airmobile 
force establishing contact with enemy force.. 

· (2) Capture Data.Essential for Interrogations. 

O:BSERVATION. A high proportion of detainees were released as innocent 
civilians due to lack of capture data details for interrogators to use 
when screening the detainP.e~o 

EVALUATIONa During first pa.rt of the reporting period insufficient 
stress was placed ~n the detaining unit to list the detailed reasons for 
detaining an individual rosul ta in an abnormal amount (80i'0 of detainees 
from some units being released as Innocent Civilians. When detailed 
capture data. was de!ll:mded the ratio of innocent civilians to Civil 
Defendants and P\fs was reversed and a significant increase in the amount 
of intelligence information obtained bas been noted. 

e. (c) Logistics 

(11) (C) Resupplying Field Units. (2d Ede) 

OBSERVATION. Resupply activities during cobat ('lperations can be 
expedited if the kits. a.re properly pn!pa.red. 

EVALUATION. If' at ~ feasible, uni ts should be resupplied prior 
to the hours or da.rk:nass; this will allow uni ts to establish and properly 
secure a landing zone (:when receiving resupply by air), and will .f.'urther 
permit the unit to displace to a .new location after receiving its supplies. 
When the tactical situation does not permit resupply prior to darkness 
units should be provided the essentials of ammwrltion and rations (to 
include wat~r). However, the resupply kits must be of the minimum. 
Frequently the enemy will avoid contact with the ground forces, until 
they a.re in the process of receiving night resupply kits. At this 
time both the ground force and resupply helicopters may be engaged or 
harassed rl th small arms and automatic weapons fire. There are many 
basic procedures that will assist in expediting resupply operations. 
One which has been emphasized in.riveriAe operations is that or displactag 
thacnight '·resuppl;r kl ta:".'tor,pii,k'"tlp· zone--in·,the"VX1tlllltn<)S!tbe FSB f6'1! 
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subsequent airlift into the.: AO. The m;nplies must be neatly ar:rhllged 
and properly marked with the unit's designatio:t. Prior to initiating 
reaupply by air, the pilots nrust be briefed as to the unit's disposition, 
radio frequency, and call signo · 

(2) (C) Inadequacy of Organic Power ReRourees {9th Med). 

OBSERVATION. Organic 'roE power resources a.re inadequate tor the equipment 
or the Division Medical Compa.ny. 

EVALUATION. During recent months, the wi thdrawa.1 of the aviation 
units with their generators from Tan An and movement of Company B to 
Dong Tam, where no PA.&E generators are available, have left our units 
with inadequate elect~ical power resources •. In the Mekong Delta, refrigeration 
of foodstuffs ar.d medical supplies is a constant problem... Units are 
authorized two 65 cu ft refrigerators, two 12 cu rt freezers and·1e 12 
cu rt refrigerators" Organic genera.to.rs include three 5 KW and eight 
1.5 KV for ea.eh unit. Since lights, radios, compressors for ~ental 
units and motor pool, an~ emers-i,cy electrical power !or.medif)al facilities 
are required, there is an in~ufficient power source by TOE 8-36E. 
In ad.di tion, each unit is authorized a. 15...,5') MA I.di~ ma.chine which alee 
require~ a minimum of 20 KW~ These requirements for power are prevelmit 
only in Vietnam.. Here, medica.l companies perform base type operations 
for area coverage in a stable, contonement situation which cim accomodate 
ancf requires this more •~phistica.ted equipnent .. 

~OMMENDATIOlio That units be authorized tvo- 45 DI generators per 
company in a. contonement sitUR.tion where post polil.E!r {PA&E) is not available. 

(:,) (C) JirmobUe Engineer Egui~t (15th .Engr). 

OBSERVATION o Metal shavings have been found in the -l;ransm.i.e"lion or 
the Internatioui:a.l 3414 Diesel Tractor Loader equipped with the International. 
3121 :Se.ckhovo 

EVALUATION o Thest metal fragments a.re,' the su11yscted cause or equipment 
br~a.kdown and trasmissione wearing out premai;urely. 

BmmiMENDATION o A thoI'CJU8h inspection should be preformed on all 3414 
lliese1 Tractor Lo.adeni when issued to insure that the transmissions ar:t 
free of these metal fragments. Closer inspecti,,n at assembly sites mq Mlp 
in r@dllc1ng this problem. 
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(4) (U) f'ho~"phlc S:l,Etli.es (9!h Sig). 

013'.iSRVATICNS. The 9th Signal Datt&lion furni.srur photographic covenge 
for the 9+,h Infantry Division &nd vo.rious other non-di,"'isional units 
located in the general areao '.i'his larger area type support has created a 
problem in obtaining proper photo supplies~ materials through normal 
divisional su~ply chs.nr,els. 

EVALUATION. Exa.mp:tes of items which have become in short supply­
through regular supply channels are: 8 x 10 projection paper, 35·mm Tri-x 
pan film, various types of developer, and pola.riod c-:,lor film. Without 
these essential photographic supplies. the 9th Sf8na.l Bsttalion vas placed 
in a posi tio.n of not being able to adequately support the 9th Il:fantry 
Division with photographic. coverage. As a result, the photo lab persor.nel 
were forced to go to othe-r signal be.ttalioZIS throughout Vietnam, tra.ding 
and borroving photographic cuy-fiie,s. ~ -that they would be able to continue 
supporting the9th Infantry Dirlsion with efficient photographic cover8€9. 
A practical solution to photo supply problem was round by working clqsely 
with the Division Supply Office and placing all needed photographic 
supplies on a weekly useage listn From this list, it wa.s determined what 
the authorized stockag0; should be. The Signa113,sttalion would then 
_plece weekly requisitions for all expended photo supplies so that the 
iutharized.rstockage would stay a.ta pre-determined level e.nd enable the 
S'igne.l Dattalion to continue normal production. Some items or photographic 
supplies, such as projectionist paper and polarfoi\ f\ h1 a.re still in abort 
supply in V'ietno.m 9 however, the above proct',~m e h1'>\ ,\n.:hled the 9th 
Signal Battalion to obtain previoua1y h1,,,\ \,, &et ~hotc:~lrlo supplies 
and partially alleviate a seti111111 1•1,11•1•lx l'-'-'vblem. 

. RECOMMENDATION. It is rec~m11,ended that thiti p-~~~ bit> continued 
and possibly expanded to inch,io -1rpandnb1~ Hems '-"-iCh A.\'.'+ 8Ub.ject 
to a reeurrillg demando 

(5) c) Trans ortation Between Cam M.:~1'.U!' \'"'·'- t\.11:l )v':~Ji:11,u. bz 
Land LOC ~ISCOM o 

OBSERVATION. The most 3ign.ifica:1t l0t-l!.tical activity during the 
reporting period was the transporta-t.ion ot supplies between Camp Martin Cox 
and Dong Tam after ti.le Ben Luc Bridt,,""t(XS615758) was partially destroyed by 
enemy activity on 30 June 68. The loss of the Irey bridge on Highway QL4 
between Saigon and Dong Tam and the lack of instructions to request large 
•o-.mh: or lumber to meet the d,.'m&.11ds cre ... ted by the bnild-up or troops 
at Dong Tam, er1:?ated the main logistical problems. A large number or unite 
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did not requisition bunker ma.terlal.s until they a.nived at Dong Tam. · Thia 
problem was minimized by trucking lumber from Long Binh. 

REX:OMMENDATIONS. A more detailed evaluation or supply requirements 
should be made during the planning phase to insure that shortages are 

··kept at a minimum. If ad.equate demands are placed on the supply system 
a steady nov of materials of this nature will be available or it a large 
requirement develops, a special notification should be sent to supply 
agency. 

(6) (C) Resupply' of Done; Tam by Water (DISCOM). 

OBSERVATION. Recent activities during the past month including 
the damaging of several bridges between Dong Tam and Saigon point out 
the need for increase of logistical support utilizing water lines of 
communication. 

EVALUATION. The very limited port facilities at Dong Tam will hinder 
any large scale resupply ·effort between Vung Tau and Dong Tam.. This waa 
exemplified when the LST ramp was damaged on 14 Jul 68 to such an extent 
that LST'a cmmot be used to transport cargo to Dong !f'!lm 'lllitil the ra~p Ls 
repaired. No pile. driving equipment was immediately am.l.able to repair 
th• ramp .. 

Rl!X:OMMENDATION o To adequately support Division Supply requirements 
the beach discharge area must be expanded to a.D.ov· for ad.di tional. cargo 
storage area and adequate off-loading facilities. Dong Tam Ha.rbormaster 
is submitting plans to the Base Development Officer that will indicate 
what facilities, space, and materials a.re required. 

f. (U) Organizationo 

None 

go (U) Other: 

(1) (U) Prevention of.Heat Exhaustion in Combat. 

OiiSERVA.TION. Heat exhaustion can seriously atf'ect combat operations 
in Vietnamo 

EVALUATION. During the da;r under active combat conditions, one canteen 
of' water is sufficient to maintain peak efficiency of the soldier for a 
maximum of } hours. If water supply is not adequate, the field commander 
can expect 10-4~·1osses from heat exhaustion in a day of active com.bat. 
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Plinn1 tic tor water and salt supply should be in two phe.ses - initial and 
resupply. Most to the heat casualties of this division ha.ve been in the 
initial phe.se of an operation, generally when contact made resupply 
impossible. Most paddy water in the delta in not suitable for drinking 
even with iodine tablets due to the high or.o.-anio material and minerals 
found in the water. 

RECOMMENDATION. That each man ha.ve at least two full canteens of 
water before going on an operation. That iach man carries a supply or 
water purification tabletsa That each compSllY have availabe for imm­
ediate resupply extra water and extra wate~ ~ification and salt tablets 

· (2) (U) Processing or•court-Martial cM5es, Lack of a Speedy Trial. 1 

OBSERVATION. During the last quarter ~t was noted that in a number ot 
instances there were lengthy delays from the date of the le.test offense 
until the date of trial~ often while the accused was confined. The right 
of every accused to a speedy trial, subject to the relative right of the 
Government to collect its proof and bring the accused to trial consonMt 
with other requirments~ including tactical situations, is recognized. 

EVALUATION a UDD.ecessa.ry delays in trials tend to bring the mill tary 
justice system into disreput 9 increase mandays lost through pretrial 
restraint, result in acquittals through lack or prod! due to material 
witnesses having been injured and evacuatec, killed or rotated out of 
country, and upon Motion, result im dismissll. of charges based upon 
la.ck of speedy trialo Four major reasons for the delays occasioned ha.ve 
been noted: (1) Delay in securing laboratory reports from the Military 
Police Criminal Investigations Laboratory, especially in marijuana cases. 
The Military Police Crime Lab has noted t~t the subpoena of technicians 
to testify in tria.ls is a substantial factor in delay of analysis of e.11 
samples sent to themo In many cases the ude, of stipulations and deposi­
tions would minimize the need to subpoena expert witnesses, thereby 
permitting work on laboratory analysis. ·Furthermore, use of expert 
witnesses to identify marijuana by other than laboratory analysis will 
eliminate the need for laboratory analysis. (2) Delay to aw-,h completed 
CID caseso It is not normally necessary to await completion of CID report. 
Normally the CID can furnish suificient information for prosecution sooner 
than they can close a case as complete. ClrJse liaison between command 
representatives and the Provost Ma.rsha.l will eliminate unnecessary delaysJ 
(3) La.ck of proper supervision of courts and boards personnel and trial i 
and defense counsel to insure that assigned duties are performed without /I 

unnecessary delay. Investigation of delays bas sbo'tln tbat :t.n a nwb•r 
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ot cases the commander is not exercising proper supervision over courts 
and boards personnel and trial and defense counsel and that, consequently 
those individuals are performing other duties and not properly and promptly 
performing their duties in such a manner that cases are tried without 
unnecessary delay. (4) Tactical situation. Recent incidence of delays 
of s. month or more while an accused was in pretrial confinement in the 
stockade caused an investigation which revealed that the sole reason 
tor the delay was given as tactical operations. This reason, particularly 
when combined with ( 3), revealed a lack of candor and !'rankness in some 
cases. No battalion has been·c:omriiitted'vithour periodic standdowns, for 
such' protracted 'periods.. In any event, methods of insuring trials are 
pemitted to barrow officers from other units, with the concurrence of 
tbe .commanders of such units, tor the use as counsel or court members. 
Cooperation between battalions and coordination by brigade headquarters 
can do much to reduce delays in trial because ot the tactical req~irments 
on officers of any particular uni to 

RBX;Oli!MENDATION. The basic problem is one which can be solved through 
a thorough education of commanders by the Staff Judge Advocate, and the 
wholehearted cooperation of colll!llarulers in reducing delays in trials. 
Administrative support of the Star! Judge Advocate, especially air 
transportation to battalion headquarters will allow closer coordination. 
Command emphasis on reduction of delays will provide commanders with an 
added incentive to try cases: under this jurisdiction with dispatch, 
thereby reducing mandays lost in pretrial confinement. 

(~) (U) Volume Level or PSYWAR Loudspeaker Broadcasts (1st Bde). 

O.BSERVA'l'ION. It was discovered that many POW''s and r.~ HOI returnees 
stated that loudspeaker broadcasts: were too loud and di!.:. .:.::ult to understand •. 

REX:OMMENDATION. That PSYOP battalion conduct or request from DA a 
test in order to determine at which volume e.nd at what altitude aerial 
broadcasts should be conductedo Results should be published down to :Brigade 
level .. 

(4) (U) ?leed tor Chi8'11 Roi Instruction Broad.casts (1st Bde). 

O:BSERVA'l'IONSo It was reported recently that many EVA personnel were 
not ave.re or the cmm IDI program.o 

RECOMMENDATION. That all uni ts reemphasize the CBIEU IDI program and 
make a concerted effort to broadcast current instructions and information 
about the program over suspected EVA avenues o! approach into South Vietnam. 
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(5) (U) Operation of KY-28 i.n Command and Control Aircraft~ 

OBSF.RVATION. Communication problems have risen with the installation 
and operation of KY-28's in the ASG-10 and ASC-11 comr.lSJld and control 
consoles. 

SVALUATION. The 9th Aviation Be.ttalion has the re1ponaibil1 t:, ot 
installing and maintaining the secure radio equipment used.·in the oomand. 
and control helicopters. The three gen~rals 1 ships and the 1st, 2d, and 
3d Brigade· commanders' ships have been equipped. with IY-28'• tor use in a 
secure net. The consoles used in these helicoptttra are tbe A.SC-10'•, which 
use tvo ARC-54 redios. These consoles have been in op~ration tor OTer 
twelve months and many defioiencies are becoming prominent. It baa ~en 
found through experience that the use of the KY-28 will ml\ke my- detioieno~ 
more pronounced and :l.n P18Jl1'"Casell .diilabU:.the caAsole cdllpll~ly;!,,:.~.taulta 
that cause poor or inoperative conditions ot the aecure oomOles ares 

1. Worn or fr9¥ed wires. 
2. Worn or d.efecti ve push-to-talk switches. 
3. Weak or misa.HPT1.~n. FM set13. 
4• Inadequate er fluctuatinJ power supply to console. 
5. Malfunctioning headsets \.HIOI/U). 
6... Inexperi.enced opera tors. · 

RECOMMENDATION. After conferring with teehnical repesentativea !'rom 
MACV and USARV, the solution to making a completely o-perational secure 
console would be as follows1 

1. Replace all cables, connectors, headsets, etc. aa necessary. 

2. Check voltage regulator or helicopter for proper power output. 

3. Inform operators or ,rocedures vhen using secure equil>l!l8~t and ot 
moclif':1:ed,~op,rating procedures when •using . . secure .. eq,p.ppmt, :i~••. on ti. 
ARC-54, the duty oycle is a ratio of 3to9. That is, for three aeoonda 
0£ transm:I ssion there should be at least nine seconds or coolil:le; tiJlle. 
!lo sil:lgle trmwmission should be 10l388r than 20 ••cow, and• minimum or·~ 
one minute should be allowed for cooliJls. 

4. A~tion Mti been initiated to teat and replace equipment as necessary. 
Const>les 'W1ll be tested by !Uld maintenance rtion±cenone •t a·t:1.me ui1t1l all 
have been completed. 
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3. (C) Section3,' Headgua.rtersJ Department of the Army Su:rvey Information: 
Lessons Learned from Employment tof Tactical Cover and Decention. 

a. (C) False Airmobile rnJertions and Extractions at Night (1st Bde). 

OBSERVATION. The use of Faise inse:r.-tions and extractions during nig}:\t 
airmobile operations could offel some tactical advantages. 

EVALUATION. On 22 and 23 JJi 68, c.ompa.ny sized elements or the .1st 
Brigade made night helicopter irtsertions into areqs known to be used by 
epemy infiltrators. The initiai insertions were made to gain experience 
in night teclmiques · as 1~.,, 1 .... 1;o exploit intelligence targets. Night 

licopter operations could offer se~eral advantages. First, false 
,ertions to confuse the enemy 1 ·1.s to actual landing zone locations should 

rk better at night because of the reduced visibility. Second, false · 
xtraction or ~ertial extractions to l~ave Ullobserved stay-behind forces 

con be most successful. Thirdv !false insertions and ex~ractions could 
cause an eneiey- reaction which might ca.use him to aviod certain areas be 
needs for his night movement. Tactical success on the niE;hts aentioned 
above W8.3 limited because of the lack of enemy targets and the compromising 
effects or the illwul~tion required ·for the night helicopter opera.tiots. 

. . ! . 
i 

RreONHSNDATION. Continued development of night helicopter tactics 
should be undertaken when suitable targets are a.vaila.'t:e. Such operatiONI 
will probabl1 work best to leave stay-behind groups. 

b. (C) Methods Ernpl '"lyed by MRF to Achieve Tactical Surprise. 

OBSERVATION. The Mobile Riverine Force constantly endeavors to 
achieve the tactical elements of surprise when plamrlng and executing 
strike and riverine operations., 

1 EVALUATION. The act of achieving factical surprise is rarely obtained 
~hen early coordination is effected for AO!s and specified strike zones. 
Often, this early coordination nnd dissemination of operation pla.no tend 
t~ provide the enemy with opportunity to obtain advance or prior warning 
or the intended t~rget or AO. Once a.n operation is initiated, move~ent 
or the river assault crnft to and within the AO must be decentive until 
t.he 9v_ecution or beach a.ssaul ts i by inf8J"try eleme"+."'. W~tura.lly, dece-pti ve 
movement to and within the AO is contigent upon existing and navigable · 
waterways. It 1'rior knowledge 9r the scheme of Jlllll'1euver is obtained by the 
enemy, tlr probability of ,..,.,nountering ambushes a.long waterways in extremely 
high. In addition, the maneuver battalions will either find rui absence o! 
significant 11ize ene:ny forces o~ the remnants or his delBying f,;:,rces. 
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There a.re no concrete solutions for achieting the desired element ot 
surprise. It is :realized that the ve:cy nature ot the enem;r and his tactics 
will not always permit maneuvering elements to locate, fix, and destro7 bill 
in the nost expeditious manner. However, the MRF et2ploya a variety or 
deceptive measures to deny the enemy a ijomprehensive evaluation or bia 
tactics. New techniques employed are: 

(1) Varying the pattern of operations by changing the times of 
attacks. ~.~-uawn landings as well as ~idday landings are initiated to 
alter the pattern or attacks. 

(2) Relocating the MRB several kilometers (i.e. 10 or more) tror the 
immediate AO during tactical operations. 

(3) Requesting several or 0..'1 extremely large AO tor each operation 
planned. 

(4) Deceptive movement of river assault era.ft to and throughout 
waterways in A0 1s other than the intended AO. 

(5) Executing multiple riverine and airmobile insertions using the 
"eagle noat" and "eagle fiight'' techniques -respectively-. 

(6) Deploying maneuver battaJ:1.ons into the AO prior to establiab.mnt 
of a FSB. This requires coordination for employmrmt ..,r ARVN or other u.s. 
artillery fire support for the maneuver battalions until the brigade~e DS 
unit has established its FSB. 

(7) Collaborating with sector and district advisors to diaaeJlinate 
dece~tive information. 

Rl!l::OMHENDATION. None. 

23 Incl 
1. 9th Inf Div Organization/ 

Task Organization and Unit 
Locations 

* 2. Roster of Key Personnel 

_JJ? //? L?~_ -,L... 
~ /,_). /T~~'-,.,t..f.4· 

E. B. ROBERTS 
BRIGADIEli GENERAL, USA 
Acting Command~r 

* 3. Tactical Area of Interest (TAOI) 
4. Personnel and Administration Data 
5. Enemy Unit Locations 
6. Artillery Support 
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* 7. 
e. 

* 9. 
* 10. 
* 11. 

12. 
* 13. 
* 14. 
* 15. 
* 16. 
* 17. 
* 18. 
* 19. 
* 20. 
* 21. 
** 22. 
***23. 

G-3 Air Operational Support Chart 
G-3 TabuL,,t.,d C-r.:.:rc tions Data 
IMPACT Support To RF /F!F 
:Base Operations 
1st Bde O~oration Report-Lessons Learned (ORLL) 
2d Bdc ORLL 
3d Bde ORLL 
3-5 Cav ORLL 
DISCOM ORLL 
15th~ Bn ORLL 
9th Sig 1il ORLL 
9th J.vn Bn OR.LL · 
CO!&R Operation HOPrAO I (1st :Bde) (68X079) · 
COAAR Operation TRUONG CONG DINH Fhase I (1st Bde) 
COAAR Operation TRUONG CONG DINB Fhqse II (2d l3de) 
COAAR Operatic;. TOAN THANG (2d Bde) 
COAAR Operation TOAN THANG (3d Bde) 

* Withdrawn, HQ, DA 
** Withdrawn, HQ, DA; pub sep as CAAR b8X073 
*** Withdrawn, HQ,. DA; pub sep.•as CAAR 68X081 
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ilA, r •. i II ?FORC.::.'V, Al-0 San Francisco 96266 112 SEP 19€6 

TlffiU1 Cornr.ianding General, US Arrey Vietnam, ATT1{1 AVHGC(DST), Ai.-0 96375 

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, AT'.i'Ha GPOr-0'1', .ti.l-0 96558 

'1101 Assistant Chief of Sto.ff for Force Develop□ent, Departioont of the 
Arnt·, \·/ashington, D.C. 20310 

1. Subject report is forwarded. 

2 • This headqu.."trters hr.s reviewed and concurs with the Operationc.l Report­
Lessons Lec.rned of the 9th Infantry Division for the period ending 31 July 
1968. 

, 
A,at AG 
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:r.:.A~UA?.T:::;.s, m!IT.':.'.;) STA7.::J ARZY, VI::il'r!A:,r, APO Sa..11 l.'rancisc,::, q[,';,75 2 2 OCT 1968 

TO: Cor.nander in Chief, :Jnited Stat-:-s t,r::iy, Pacific, ATT~:: GPCP-011
., 

APO 9655~ . 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 196$ fror.'l Headquarters., 9th 
Infantry Division. 

2. Comments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning overhe.n.ting of D--5 dozer, page 57, para­
graph 2b(?.1). The unit will be notified to submit a modification wor!c 
order (rno) in accordance with T.:i 38-750. · 

b. Reference :I.tern concerning ~~ip antenna "'.01mt., paee 5S., para&raph 
26b(24): Concur. The unit will be advised to subz,,it an equipment 
improve'.:lent recO!!'Ji\enda+,ion under the provisions of AP. 735-35. 

c. Reference item concerning inadequacy of organic power sources, 
page ~l, parar,raph 2e(?.); and 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2. The.unit has 
been advised to submit a request for TJA augM.entatinn. 

d. Reference item concerning vo!.u"l.e level of PSYWAF. loudspeaker 
broadcasts, page 65., paragraph 2g(3). A.~ evaluation to deterr.-~ne the 
optimur, altitude and volume level for airborr.e loudspeakers is -::urrently 
being conducted in the I CTZ. The results of this evaluation will ~e 
disseminated through command channels. 

FOR TH';.:; COMHANDE:rt: 

Cy furn: 
HQ II FF~T 
HQ 9th In.f Div 

~e. 
W.C.ARNTZ 
Cf'"''AGC 
Anislant AJ1utant G ~eral 
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GPOP-OT (20 Aug 68) 3d Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 9th Inf Div for Period Ending 

31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

HQ, US Army Pacific, APO San Frc11 cisco 96558 

4 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D,C. 20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subjer.t report and forwarding indorse­
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed, 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 
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ASSIGNED UNITS 

BBC 9th Int' Div 
BBC 1st Bde 
BBC 2d :Bde 
BBC 3d :Bde 
BHC Div Art7 
2-39 Inf 
3-39 Inf 
4.-J9 Int 
2-47 Int' (M) 
3-47 Inf 
4-47 Inf 
2-60 Inf 
3-60 lnf 
5-60 In.t' (M) 
6-31 Int' 
3-5 Cav ( 3-5 Cav D Trp OPCON 

to 1st Air C~v Div) 
2-4 Arty 

·1-11 .Arty 
.3-34 Arty 
1-84 Arty 
9th .hn 13n 
l;th !n8r En 
9th Sig En 
9th MP Co 
43d Inf Plt (SD) 
45th Inf Plt (SD) 
Jir Cushion Veh Unit 
631st AVN Det 

Inclosure 1a 

ORGANIZATION 

1st Jir Eoat Pla 
2d Air :Bost Plat 
E/50th Inf (IBP) 
Task Force Forsyth 
Task Force Funston 
(Deactiva~ed 1 Jul 68) 
BBC & Band, DISCOM 
9th S&'1' En 
709th Maint En 
9th Med :Bn 
9th Admin Co 
Reliable Academ;r 
9th MI Det 
584th MI Det 
39th Chem Det. 
19th Mil Hist Det 
47th Mil Biet Det 
18th PI Det 
19th PI Det 
22d PI Det 

31 July 1968 

65th Inf Plat (Combat Tracker) 
1097th Med :Boat 
ATTACHED UNITS 
335th RRC 
137th Med . 
5-2 Arty (AWSP) (DS) 
6-77 Arty 
11th ACR (Detached 20 Jun 68) 
OPCON UNITS 
Royal Thai Array Volunteer Rcglment 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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.lV'DE-GT-1' 

9th Int Diy Main 

9th Int Div Rear 

D/3-5 Cav 

9th Di.T Jrly 

1-S .&rt;y (-) 

.&/1-84 Arty 

B/1-84 Jrty­

C/1-84 .&rty-

.l/7-S .&rty- (GCR) 

5-42 lrty (GSR) (-) 

J/5-42 Jrt,-

7-9 Arty (GSR) (-) 

B/7-9 Arty 

C/7-9 .&rl,y. 

OP.liRA'l'ION TBUOBG CONG nm 

3d Bde 

3-39 Int(·-) 

.&/3-39 Int 

C/2-47 Int (M) 

1-11 Jrt;y (DS) (-) 

J/1-11 .Arty 

lllcl 1b 

CONFIDENTIAL 

T•alc: Organization and Unit 

Locations as of 0600 

DONG TJM 

l3EARCAT 

WPCAT 

DONG TAM 

DONG TAM 

Bm LUC 

FSPB MO<TBE 

TAN AN 

llEN i.iJC 

l!EARCAT 

:BINH SON 

J!EARCJT 

FSPB T.tX 

19B1 1lE 

DONG TAM 

J'SPll MOORE 

FSP.!! LA.KBiRT 

FSPl! LAMBERT 

DONG T.AM 

FSPB MOORE 

30 July 1968 

XS 414?; 

XT 1600 

l!l' 16oo 

, XS 414} 

XS 4142 

XS 6376 

XS 2650 

XS 5565 

XS 6376 

n 1100 

YS 2193 

TS 1699 

XS 1289 

XS 9281 

XS 4143 

XS 2650 

XS 3249 

XS 3249 

XS 4143 

XS 2650 

DOWNGRADED AT THREE YEAR ll9TERVALS 
~LA SSIFIED AFI'lli TWELVE TEARS 
DOD Dm 5200.10 

11/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENT( AL 

2d !de 

B/1-11 Arty(-) (2 tubes) 

(4 tubee) 

4-47 Int 

3-60 Int(-} 

E/,-60 In1' 

}-34 Arly (DS} (-) 

C/}-34 Arty 

OPmATION KUDZU 

DISCOM 

3-47 Int(-) 

B/3-47 Inf 

E/}-47 Inf 

0PER&TION TO.AN THANG (Phase II) 

1st !de 

2-39 Inf'(-) 

2-60 .Inf 

6-31 Int(-) 

B/6-31 Int 

c/6-31 w 

D/6-31 Int 

J./2-39 In1' 

~~PB LAMBERT 

MY PHOU TAY 

MRl3 

MRB 

MRB 

····--- ------- . 

DONG TAM 

DONG TAM 

vnm KIM 

vnra KIM 

TAN AN 

RACH lILi 

FSPB MACHETE 

lmIB CH.ANH 

mu BE 

CONFIDENTIAL.. 

30 July 1968 

XS 3249 

XS 2060 

XS 0036 

XS 0036 

XS 0036 

XS 0434 

XS .0434 

ws 9835 

XS 4143 

XS 4143 

XS 3644 

XS 4343 

XS 5565 

XS 7469 

XS 6562 

XS 7279 

XS 7583 

XS 9182 

XS 0380 

XS Se:f.4 
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30 July 1968 

0 Int (M) (-) lllBB PHOUC XS 6155 

J./5-60 Inf (M) XS 5565 
I 
I 

C/~O Inf (M) XS 6175 / 

-39 Inf' XS 5690 

/15 Jmgr (-) TAN AN XS ~565 

-4 Arv(-) !BO XS 5'6' 

J./2-4 Art, RACH KI&'"i XS 7469 

!/2-4 Art,-(-) (2 tubes) BINH PBOUC XS 6155 

(4 +-•'bH) TAN TRU XS 6663 

C/2-4 Art,- XS 5885 

/1-11 Art,- C.all GIOUC XS 827J 
'1 

llTAVR :BEARCJT 'l'J!. 1289 
I 
I 

l/RT.lVR FSPB TAK XS 1289 
j 

f/B.TAVR :BIBB SON XS 2193 
I 

l!try- RTAVR :BEARCAT YT 1502 
! 

TJ' J'enyth :BEAR.CAT YS 1799 

k-41 Int (JIJ) <-> BEOCAT YS 1799. 

J./2-47 Inf' (M) l1EARCAT YT 1000 

.;15 .1/Dgr 
. !EARCJT . ff 1600 

I 
I 

I 

I CONFIDEN11AL 
I 

I 
11, 



CONFIDENT/ AL_ 31 July 1968 

Personnel and Adm1n1Atration Data (u) 

1. (C) Lintenance of UDit Strengths 

•• Di'riaion StnJ:lgtils 
( Comparison as ot l Mq 68 - ,:I. Jul 68) 

May­

June 

Jul.7 

Jfq 

Jane 

Jul.7 

b. 

Mq 

June 

Jul7 

omCES ENLIS'rED 

Authorized 

1274 

1274 

1316 

Aasigned Authorized 

16009 

. Assigned 

l(A48 

16928 

16731 

1221 16098 

121, 16599 

J.uthorized 

(Smm,rtb by- MontL) 

Assigned Present fol! Duty 
; 

on WO EHL on WO EHL OFF WO ENL 

1090 184 16009 1107 157 16448 1181 173 17259 

1090 184 16098 1067 154 16928 1185 173 16919 

1130 186 16599 1060 153 16731 1176 173 1666) 

Gainaa 

on 
61 

69 

a, 

WO 

17 

16 

16 

JK JOO 

1663 1741 

118, 1268 

869 958 

?'I 
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31 July 1968 

o. Casual ties1 

m WA 

on WO D! on WO i'M 

Mq 9 - 10:, 54 1 796 
·- ----- ----·-- -----~- -~-·. 

June 4 1 108 23 l 

Jul1' 5 2 45 23 2 

mm m 
- --- - ---·--- -

Mq - - 10 2 -
June - 7 -2 
Juq - 6 -2 

4. !nalyais ot Casual °UHi 

~ 

RD' 52 

Detense 8 

Convoy lD 

Patrol 20 

llase Areas ·O 

In Flight 0 

Ambush 0 

... -------.Attack ____ 0 

Other 38 

JMALI, BOOBY 
g_ MOll!rA:R ~ 

1000 47 2:,6 

56 28 4 

13 0 ◊ 

19 8 

0 4 

20 0 

9 ' 1 0 
.. 

32 19 11 

'78 
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498 
~ 

:,60 

58 

19 

27 

SNIPER OTBi'R -
68 84 

6 0 

;2 } 

0 "6 

0 2 

C 6 

0 3 

0 0 

0 69 
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'1 July 1968 
\ 
;! 

(Source) 

EB! WBA 

Mortar 9 225 

lUnH 22 114 i 
I 

a.all .Arma 195 955 

Jooby !rap• ll 255 

Sniper 16 60 

Other 24 149 

(Location ot Voun4) 

KB.I. WU 

Leg 9 492 

.&:m 3 425 ... 124 267 

lack 9 13,4 

ChHt 66 144 

Stomach 21 59 . ~ 

O~r 45 237 

(Situation) 

m WU 

liDJ' 2,S 1249 

J>etenae 8 94 

CoJffl)7 3 
. '' 

. . ?9 

·coNFI DENT/AL 
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CONFIDENT/AL 
31 July 1968 

Patrol 4 51 

:Base.Areas 4 134 

In Plight 9 17 

.Ambush 3 18 

Attack l 0 

Other 7 162 

2. (U) P1tsQnn1l Man!&.fllent: 

a. Th• divieion experienced·a critical reduction in the :tield strength 
or 1 ts maneuver uni ts early in the reportillg period. This occured because 
or the elimination of overstrength in combat MOSC 1s by higher headquarters 
and a heavy lose or combat MOSC personnel w1 thin the division. A careful 
examination of the problem revealed that too many combat MOSC personnel 
were being promoted out ot their MOSC. It was also found that the divi-
1ion •Mee wounded" reclassification program which was in effect was not 
feasible as combat MOSC ~ersonnel were beillg utilized in noncombat duty 
positions. 

b. The "twice wounded" program was eliminated and an intensive cam­
paign was initiated to alert conmanders of the problem area and to elicit 
their support. :&':l.nally, rigid controls were established at division pers­
onnel management level to police the program. The campaign has been 
8Uccessf'ul and field strength has been improved. 

3. (U) Development and Maintenance of Morale, 

a. Morale continues to be high in all units. 

b. Special Services Activities. 

(1) Pacili Uea: 

(a) Swimming pool - A new liner was received and installed in the 
Dong Tam awinaiog pool. 

(b) Service Club - The Ponderosa Service Club a't Dong Tam was closed - -- · · 
tor repairs during the period 8 Jun to 4 Jul due to damage aa a result ot 
110:rtar attacks. · 

80 
CONFIDENTIAL 



31 July 1968 

{c) ill the :Bearoat Special Services facilities were officially turned 
over to II J'ield Force non-divisional units on 16 Jul 68. 

(2) Bnteriaim.ent: 

(a) USO Bangpbake Tour 

Johmq Grant 

-- -...-- --- ---- - - -- (b) .lJ'SO Shows 

Pet.r Leeds 

Ji.rmlJ1 Byrd 

Juu,s l!ratm 

Australian Concert Party 

(o) Soldier Shows 

StriIJg Alonge 

Hr. !rand the Originals 

CUmberland Trio 

-- ----- ---· 

PA'!! 

12 Jun 68 

~ 

5Mq 68 

l Jun 68 

14 Jun 68 i ·· . . •·-- -·-··-··---···-----· 
~ 18-19 Jul 68 ~I Ii I 

J>.A'l!E 

21 Jun 68 

18-20 Jul 68 

28 Ju1.68 

(3) Beat and Recuperation Allocation and Utilization: 

Mq 

June 

ALLOCATION 

1232 

1200 

TOTAL USED 

1204 

1200 

~ OF tJTlLIZJ.TION 

97.f 
100.0 

Jul:,- 1309 1318 1oq.6 

(4) Spori11 Volle:,-ball - The volleyball season began on 5 J. 1and · 
ended on 15 Jun ri th the ooncluaion of the championship tournament. 12 
teams participated in the tourna121ent with 9th Medical Battalion winning 

· lat place; 709th Maintenance Battalion, 2d place; and 9th supply and 
Transportation ::Battalion, 3d place. Trophies were awarded to the lat 
and 2d place ....... 

o. Postal Servicest On 1 ,Tun 68, Af'O q6~7n +"!'."""inAtPd its finA.nce 
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31 July 1968 

operations at the Bearoat Post Offioe. The parcel post, money order and 
stamp sales continued to be handled at Dong Tam by elements of the 48th 
Jrrrq Postal Unit. APO 96370 elements released from Bearcat were sent to 
Domg Tam :Base Poet Office to alJ8111ent their financial facilities. A finance 
unit capable of selling both stamps and money orders was established at 
Tan An to service elements of the 1st Brigade located there. This team is 
e.lso available for movement to field locations. The breakdown table and 
equipment for mail addressed only to APO•s 96371, 96372 and 96373 were 
also sent to Dong Tam :Base. As most maneuver elements of the division are 
in the Delta area, mail service has improved. The mail arriving at the 
Dong Tam Post Office is carried daily by a 5-ton truck which makes the run 
from Saigon to Dong Tam in approximately three hours. The hospital mail 
section was moved from Dong Tam Post Office back to Bearcat to preclude the 
delay in the handling of casualty cards between the Casualty Branch and 
the hospital section. Two more perennnel have oeen added to expedite the 
processing of hospital mail. A new currency control system has been 
scheduled for implementation effective l Aug 68. The "credit card" 
machines have been received at the APO and will be in operation on the 
date specified. The facilities at the Dong Tam Post Office must be 
significantly expanded to ·aocomodate the volume of mail it receives. The 
disruption of travel on Route 4, due to the destruction of the Ben Luo 
Bridge, demonstrated the need to remain nexible as to modes of transpor­
tation available. Close coordination with the Division Transportation 
Officer resulted in little disruption of the smooth now of mail to those 
uni ts at Dong Tam even though mail was trucked from Saigon to. Bearcat, and 
then nown to either Tan An or Dong Tam. 

d. Awards and Decorations: Awards issued (1 May 68 - 31 Jul 68). 

!l.!!I 

6/31 Int 
2/}9 In1' 
3t,9 In! 
4/39 In! 
2/47 In:t 
3/47 Int 
4/47 In:t 
2/60 Int 
3/60 Int 
5/60 W 
3/5 Cav 
l•t :Bde 
2d llde 
3d 134• 

R§Q ss 

8 
30 
19 
9 

l 13 
15 
20 
15 
19 

l 17 
12 

l 5 
1 
2 

LM DFC 

1 

1 

1 

l 

3 

1 
12 
2 

1 

SM BSV AMV ACMV 

1 24 17 
59 39 

3 63 2 43 
1 18 16 

40 27 
23 48 
70 70 

1 74 42 
2 22 1 26 
1 39 2 25 
l 19 36 61 
5 3 6 Y, 

' 1 1 1 

l3SS AM ~ -
15 17 
64 4 28 
20 19 53 
12 43 14 
34 33 22 
35 4 16 
27 129 20 
25 38 '5 
26 :, 27 
27 14 10 
46 214 32 

' 14 5 

' 28 9 
6 11 ' 

.!'l! 
91 
86 
90 
63 
86 
106 
154 
35 
54 
227 
193 
4 

2 



'1 July' 1968 
Rm ~!2Y!l?!Q§!.m'.Bf!.Mm!§.§.A!!!Q!!E!! 

Div .Arv 
2/4 Arly 
1/11 .Arty 
,!'4 .&rv 
1/94 .1rv 
9th .lffl 
9th Med 
9thS&'? 
9th 11P 
9th Admin 
709th Maini; 
15th EDgr 
BBC 
BECUand 
9th Sig 
181ih Pl 
9th MI 
Coll 50 Int 
1097th TC 
'981ih TC 
"5 ur. 
9th XPC SUPCOK 
ff :roBSXTH 
ff 1UlfSTOI' 
4'4 Int Plt 
45th Int Pl 1i 
65 th Int Pl 1i 
lliih .A.CR l 
0'1911 

7 
1 

1 

' 1 

35 
2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

15 

' 

2 
1 

2 

9 

4 
l 

2 

1 

2 
1 

l 

1 

l 1, 
·6 

15 
5 
4 
4 

l 

5 
4 

5 

27 

' 15 

l 

l 

2 
108 
5 

' l 

20 

11 
l 

3 
31 
9 
37 
4 
4 
17 

8 
5 
1 
9 
4 

7 

4 
15 
3 
12 
1 
5 

1 

2 
58 
7 

8 
9 
7 
12 
16 

·14 
21 
7 

' 29 
11 
12 
26 
12 
8 

7 
2 
5 

5 
5 
2 
l 
1 
1 
8 
178 
8 

62 20 l 
7 3 12 
l 8 10 
4 18 51 
11 25 ' 
754 56 4 

52 4 
61 1 
22 

3 107 15 -------- -- --- ------
29 97 
19 10 12 
50 21 3 
3 9 1 
l 26 6 

' ,----e- ·1·------
2 2 5 

8 

1 23 
2 46 
3 

' 6 

61. 219 
4 :,0 

' 7 

2 
2 

9 
6 

ffl.U, 4 260 24 36 21 68, 84 665 762 1566 1165 1352 

Gll.dl> TOUL1 6622 

•• Beligioua S.m.oena 

lfumber of Semo•■ 

.lttendanoe 

J!alorial S.m.OH 

Bo■pital Ti■it■ 

t;ote■tant Catholic Jewish Total,t 

25 1,776 

. 31,2e1 ______ ~~~!..~------ 131 51,421 
--- . -------------·------·----

88 

421 

f3 

23 

261 

0 

0 

111 

682 



31 July 1968 

Compared with the last reporting period there vere more services provided, 
hovevu, there was alao a decrease.in attendance. The decrease in attend­
ance ia aUributed to the Saigon offensive beginning 5 Mq; the shift of 
the brigades; and aooeleration of taotioal operations. 

f. Red Croas: 

(1) Red Cross aupport rendered during the reporting period was u 
tollowas 

CASES DIER BOB'-JiMEBGENT 
BABDLED LOAIS&!GBABTS !AMT l l!fil!! LEA.m3 

Mq 1307 7 ($1045.00) 143 976 

.Tun• 1255 ' ( 4:,0aOO) 159 986 

July 1361 4 ( 290.00) 176 1021 

(2) 'fhe number of caaea handled each month :remained fairly constant 
du.&."ing the quarter, averag:1J:1g alightly more than 1300 per month. The 
tigure■ shown above are not considered high tor a command thie size. 

. . 
(3) The Red Cross Clubmobile girls made a total of 657 visits tr. 

company ■ize uni ta throughout the 9th Di vision during this period. 

g. Education Center: 

(1) During this quarter the following numb~r of men participated in 
the. di:rlaion education proeruu 

(a) !eating Service 

' !• Bish School teats completed 171 

g. GED ( one o:r more parts) 31 

3.. lilnd-ot-course tests 9 

A.• Subject 1tandardized te1t1 15 

l• Coll•&• Comp:rehenaion Teat• ..lQ.. 

236 

. . 



-
(b) Oorrespondenoe Begiatrationa 

!• High School LeTel 68 

i• College Lenl 2,e 

l• !eohnioal 42 

!• llilltar, Correspondence -1... 

355 

(o) 'htoriag e.arollaent during quarter '1 

(4) College two year enl.uaticin 7 . 

(e) Aaaiatanoe tor VA inaervioe eduoatiol\..L 

45 

To~ Participation 6'6 

'1 July 1968 

(2) Th• tolloviJ26 uteriala and equip1ent have been reotind by th• 
Education Center during the quarters 

· (a) Jiluipnents 

(1) lll•otrlc portable typewriter 

(2) illeotrlc adding maob1ne 

(3) 16m motion picture projector 

(4) Pilmatrlp projector 

(5) Counter 
J 

('b) lfaterial11 'I 

(l) 17SArI inatructional material tor th• Core Prograa 
. \ . 

(2) Ad.vertiaing poatera 

(3) ••oeae&17 tcru trom the lJniTer■itr ot lfar;rland, Par Bad Division, 
tor illplllllenting the lfa.ryland prograa. 



31 July 1968 

(4) Lesson plans an being developed for instructing the Tiger Scouts 
buio English. Ten lessons are complete. 

(5) Plans are being developed to begin classroom instru~tion on t.,e 
high school and college level.after the move to Dong Tam ia oom~l•ie. 

4. (C) Kaintenance or Discipline, Law and Order. 

•• Disciplines 

(1) Orimes against Persons and Property: The Divi&i-'n has experieno·ad 
a decrease in tbese types or crimes. Statist:i.oa are as tollows: 

Pe~oaL&ild TOT.AL 
P.roJl!rtt MAY JU!l JO!, (3 moa} 

Murder u 0 1 l 

Manalaughter l 0 l 2 

lap• 1 0 0 l 

Carnal Knowledge 0 0 0 0 

.&«gravated As~·ult 2 2 1 5 

Assault l l 0 2 

B.obber,r 0 1 0 l 

:Burglar,y & Bouse\.• :reaking 2 l 0 ' Laroe.ey (under ISO) ' 2 0 5 

Laroe.ey (over 150) 0 0 2 2 

Wrongful Appropriation 2 2 0 4 

P.ra:114 0 0 l l ..... 0 0 14 l.~ 

!otal 12 9 20 41 



. : : .::>.,-~,-':-:-·• .... : . :~.( .. ·, ... ·. • . ,': ,./: Y· ... : . : . , .. ,· ·- ",,'. ';.;. _,. ::/:-:• :,: / ::(. ; >-<·,· ·<:~:}~.;-/ 
. . ,; . . .. 

'1 Jul7 1961:, 

(2) Miscellaneous and Military Offenses: The diviaion has experi-
enoed a significant decrease in this category. ~tatistios are as followss 

Miscellaneous TOTAL 
Otfenses MAY J'OB JtlL (3 moa) 

Disorderly Conduct ' ' 0 6 

Bon-narcotic Abuse 0 2 ,0 2 
Drugs 

Black Market 2 0 0 2 

Sexual Offenses 0 0 1 1 

Others 0 2 1 ' Total Offensea 5 7 2 14 

MILITARY OFFENSES 

AWOL 4 4 2 10 

Off Limits 0 0 0 0 

Violations of Regulations 0 0 4 4 

Other 3 2 0 5 

Weapons Violations 0 0 0 0 
(incl in others) 

Uni.form Violations 0 0 0 0 
(incl in oth•rs) 

Total Offenses 7 6 6 19 

(3) · Traffic Offenses: ·The division experienced a significant reduc-
tion in the number of traffic offenses for this quarter. 

TOTAL 
Traffic Offens1s ?-It..Y JUN JUL (3 mos) 

Vehicular HQlllicide 0 0 0 0 
Invol Mansl (POV) 

81 



/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
I 

31 July 1968 

TOTAL 
7s);:,J'fisi QU!nses MAY JUli JUL (3 !!QS) 

l'egligent Homicide (m.) 4 2 2 8 
, 

Drunk Driving (MIL) 1 10 1 12 
./ 

Reokleas Driving (FOV) 0 0 0 0 
/ 

Reckless Driving (MIL} 0 0 0 0 

Speeding (POV) 0 0 0 0 
I 

' Speeding (MIL) 2 0 1 ' Other Moving Violations 14 10 4 28 

Other Violations 0 0 0 0 
(Except Parrbg) 

J'leeing Scene of Accident 
(MIL) 

2 4 l 7 

total Traffic Offenses 23 26 9 58 

(4) 55 CID Reports of Investigation were received this quarter. 
TOTAL 

CID CASE MAY JUN JUL {3 mos) 

Opened 22 13 20 55 .. 
Closed 17 6 2 25 

b. Detainees: 

PW'a 86 46 54 186 

Returnees (Chieu Hoi) 1 1 1 3 

Oi'fil Defendants 145 102 105 352 

Innooent Civilian& 596 300 257 1,153 

Medical Evacuated 6 2 0 8 

!'otal 834 451 417 1,702 



31 July- 1968 

c. Mili tar,y Justice: During this period l Mq throueh 31 Jul 68, tour 
enlisted men and two commasioned officers were tried. by general court­
martial. This is a slight increase over the number or oases tried by 
general court-martial during the previous quarter when tive enlisted per­
sonnel were tried. No significant trends or problem areas were noted in 
this area during the quarter. In some oases more than one. offense was 
charged and a breakdown of the offenses charged and tried by general 
court-martial this period follows: 

Offenses Charged 

Disobedience of lawf'ul orders or commands 

False official statements 

Assault 

Lifting weapon against superior officer 

Wrongf'ul discharge of fires.ms 

Ill'Voluntar,y manslaughter 

J.WOL 

Worthless checks 

Number Charged 

5 

5 

l 

.. 1 

l 

l 

l 

3 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

ARTILLERY SUJ?PORT 

StJMMARY OF ROIDiDS FIRED 
ARTILLmY v.tTH THE 9']!R INFANTRY DffiSIOlf 

lMq 68- 31 Jul 68 

31 July 1968 

l,0'5mm BOWITZm 

MISSIONS ROUNDS 

6,919. 191,426 

DIVISION ARTILLERY 

15'5mm HOWITZER · 

MISSIONS ROUNDS 

3,677 45,176 

8" HOWIT'lm 

MISSIOBB · ROUNDS 

1,459 7,779 

Incl 6 

liON-DMSION .ARTILLmY 

J.05mm BOWI'l"llR 

MISSIONS ROUNDS 

6,383 3;,020 

155mm HOWITZER 

MISSIONS ROUlmS 

307 6,092 

FIRED IN SUPPORT OF ARVN - "BF/fl 

J,05mm HO'wIT'ZER 

MISSIONS ROUNDS 

608 18,345 

CONFIDENTIAL 

155mm HOWIT'ZER 

MISSIONS ROUNDS 

270 2,341 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DIVISIOI' OPERATIONS DATA 

OPBS/ EN l/JSSE3/ EN l/JSSFS/ OS JlJA/ 
PERIOD .91!§. CONTACTS CONT.ACT OS KHA CONTACT CONTACT 

MAY 2695 103 27.0 13.9 ·- - _____ 13.0 --- --- 13.9 

JUNE 2778 125 22.2 7.5 5.9 7.6 

JOLY 2592 99 26.2 9.3 4.4 9.3 

QtwmJl . 8065 327 24.6 10.4 7.7 10.4 
-~--- ---- .. - ----- ·-- ··---··--·--- ---- --- ... - ------------~------

DIVISIOI' COMPARATIVE CASUALTIES 

·P.ERI0D tJS KHA tJS WiiA VO YA 'VC 'P# -
MAT 96 624 1278 57 

JtllE 91 408 678 54 

JULY 47 244 406 " QUAllml 240 1276 2,62 144 



SCALE OF. OFlllATIONS/COB'?ACTS 
PLl'l'OON CCMPAlff 
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CONFIDENT/AL 
ONIT CCMF.ARATIVE CASUALTIES 

:mru. .t)'SJCEIA trS Y.tU.. vcm vc Pi 

2-39 :s4 142 319 45 
3-39 27 169 553 9 
4-39 11 97 101 10 
2-47 17 81 31 2 

3-47 35 136 101 1 

4-47 23 119 105 9 
2-6o 14 108 262 19 
3-60 18 109 79 13 
5-6o 16 142 234 19 

I 6-31 4 79 68 2 
R'l'AVR 11 22 21 4 
3-5 2 14 75 0 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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tJII! i2!U! -
2-39 827 

3-39 --- ---- 855 ·-

4-,9 505 

2-47 755 

--· - ---·---- H7 498 

4-47 692 

2-60 889 

,-;60 489 

5-60 548 

6-31 803 

MAVR 929 

3-5 38 
/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
tJBIT OFmATIOBS DATA 

IQON'f!C!S om/cONTAC'l' VOLOSS$/OS KHA 

70 11.8 ,.1 
63 -···· 13.6 --- _ 20 •. 1 

11 45.9 11.1 

17 44.4· 1.9 

15 33.2 2.9 
---·-----· 

. " 21.0 5.0 

29 ,0.7 20.7 

12 40.8 5.1 

19 28.8 15.a 

16 50.2 17.5 

5 1e5.e 2., 
5 7.6 40.0 

,~ 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DEPARTMBi~T OF THE ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS, 2ND BRIGADE, 9TH INFANTRr DIVISION 
APO SAN F.Rh.'l'CISCO 96372 

AVDE-47MH-A JO July 1968 

SUBJECT, Operational Report of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division 
for Period Ending JO July_l968,•Report Control Symbol 
CSFOR-65 

THRU1 . C'ommanding General 
9th In~antry Division 
ATTN, AVDE-MH 
APO.San Francisco 96370 

TO, Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development 
DepartmErnt of the Army 
Washington, D. C, 20310_ 

Reference, AR 525-15, dated 26 J~nuary 1908 

SECTION I 

·operations 1 . Significant Activities 

1, (C) Introductions 

a. During the period for which ~his report is prepared, the 
~ 2nd Brigade .continued offcnsi vc op()rations as an intc.gral constituent 
~of the Hobilo Riverine Force. The combined Army. Navy Team incr&as­

ed the tempo of strike oper~ tions dirEJctc:d sp(..ciflcally at destroying 
tho enemy, denying him the opportunity to rEJorganizo and redistribute 
his personnel and resourct:s, and to impcdEl his efforts to launch .. 
large ecalo offonsivcs against GVN Forces and cities within the NEKONG 
DELTA, During this J)(.riod tho MOBIU: RIVERii'IB FOtlCE conducted 19 
tactical o!'(lrlltions l.n support of Operation Ti1UONG COi.'.G Dii'ili which 
commenced on 7 March 1968, On several occasions, operations wore in­
i tiat~d to intordic:tinfil tration and oxfil tration rout~is in ordor to 
moot t~e increasing threat inhoront by tho prcs~ncc of oncmy forces 
in'tho Capital Military Dist't'ict of S.a.J.:GON, BEN TBE, SA DEC, and C.AN 
'I'HO, Tho Mobile Rivf.irino Forco op<Jratcd ine!ghtprovinccs of thE.: 

,.Xokong Dol ta during this period, All missions and tasks, cl t.hE.:r spco­
if1€ld or impliod by Hqidquartcrs, 9th Infantry Di vi'sion, were planned 
am executed With thL samo magnitude of unity and profossionalism, 
characteristic of th~ Mobile Riverine Force, Most of the combat opor­
ations conduct~d involved tho ompl?ymcnt of· tho Brigade's two manouvor 

/:J DOWNGRi'illED AT J YEaRS 
'7'1, INTERV.-u.S DECLAS~IFIED AFTER 

. 12 n:ARS DOD DIF 

C0/1).ci lJav Ti /l 6 
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battalions and ri vcr di visions of Task F-0rco 117, Howc.vc.r, all opor­
at1ons wcr(; compltm< ntt;d by cl thcr ARVN Forces,' or divisional un1 ts 
placed under optrational control of the Brigade, 

. b, Tho predominant characteristics of combat operations· con.­
ducted during this wriod. made be best summarized as folloi1s I Tho on­
cmy avoided l'rholasqj.e or large- scale contact With tho maneuvor bat­
talions, With the exception of· a few operations, he rcpoa_tcdly ovadod 
the infantry battalions and rcsortc.d to harassing them with small 
aims, automatic Wt.apons.,and B-40 rocket firc.sr ·au, of which were cm-. 
ployc.d by small groups of insvr0cnt forces, Considerable attention 
w~s given to ambushing the Naval assault sunport craft of-Task Foroo 
11? as they cnrricd trootps into .battl~ and supported. the ground :for.coo. 
ThL boldness of the enemy's desire to engage tho Flotilla ships and 
Ai'inY" vessels is exemplified by the ·rockt·t and rc.coilloss rifle attack 
which occurred on the afternoon of 15 April, Previously, the enemy 
was roluctant in his initial engagcmEnts, but later during the report­
.ing peribd he has not only been aggressive, but particular in those -
J~ction of his.targets. 

c, The Mobile Riverine Forco was involved in combat oper­
ations du~ing'tho ontirc reporting period with the exception o~ brief 
_periods of transits or stand.owns, The 2nd Brigado has successfully 
accompl1shod.its mission as a mobile striking force by part1cipat1ng 
1n offCt1..$_1X_O_Q_~~rations in KIEN HOA, LO!>l'G 1~N, GO CONG, DINH TUONG, VINH. 
·15INH, CHUNG TH.IEN; VI~. LONG 1,1nd FHONG DINH Provinces, Tra1n1nB uas 
conducted concurrently with combat opcre.tions and during periods when 
thte battalions werE.; rote.tc.d at DONG .. 'l'AN or preparing for future oper-·a ions, · 
2, (C) Organization, 

a. Several organizational changes occurrod during tho report­
ing period. However, the changes did not in any manner al tor or impede 
the momentum of combat operations. The most significant change which 
occurred was tho ap~roYal of the Brigade's Riverine MTOE. The MTOE 
was approved by Department of the Army, implementation is ponding pub­
lication of General Orders by WAHPAC, The ~ew Riverine MTOE became · er 
fectlvo on 26 July 68, The new Riverine MTOE increased tho authorized 
strength of the Brigado's Hoadquartcrs and Hoadquartors Company by 2 
officers a!1d 68 enlisted men. The new MTOE providos an augmorrtation 
of the Erigado's communication platoon, thereby incroas1ng 1ts capabil-
1 tics to support thE present and projected communications roqu1romonts . 
of tho MRF. The new MTOE provides for the employment of six communio-­
ation operations teams to be tmbarkcd and capable of self-sufficient 
operations abo_ard ships of the MRF. In addition, an 1ntoll1gt;nce, 
maintonanco ·and photo team arc provided to support Brigade operations, 
Other changt.s i nhcrcnt with tho approved M!I'OE providt.s •· for addi tiOl'Bl. 
on:Ustcd personnel to perform duties in the Te.ctio·a1 Oporat1on Contor, 
elimination of the majority of vehicles and associated motor mainte~ 

· -ance personnel, and the deletion of the HHC Executive Officer positiaii 

!Jf)/1)/7 iJ£°dJ Tl /IL., 
91 
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at· Brigade e.nA battalion level, Although no notice.blc personnr;l 
strength che.n-ges arc. reO.ectcd in 'the infantry 'battalions, the field 
strength of the combat clt.mcnts ·a;rQ increasod, Personnel vacancies 
rosul ting from lost of motor and maintenance perljonn€Jl arc roaliocatod 
to increase the combat field strength, Anothor significant chango in 
tho Brigade's organiza,tion was the detachment of the J-J4th Artul,ory 
Battalion, On 1 June, the J-J4th Artillery rovcrted back to its par­
ont Art.Ulery Command (9th Dlvision Artillery), Which was thon taskt:;d 
to provido direct artillory support to the Brigade as required. Tho 
)-J4th Artillery was placed DS to the Brigado. Ono battery of tho 
.3-J4th Artillery is froquontly employod. at Dong Tam Base• 

b. As presented in the past Operational R£;port of the 2nd 
Brigado, tho Brigade's organization for combat remained basically un­
changed, Two of its throe manouvor battalions remained afloat With 
the Mob1lc Rivcrino Force, Wh:ilc tho third infantry battalion was em­
ployed in defense of Dong Tam Base, The absence of tho third batta.uon 
was compensated for by initieting operations in coordination and o-oop.. 
oration with ARVM Units, and cond\"::t1ng opc,rations trhich complemontod 
other u.s. and GVN oper~tions. 

(1) The Mobile R1vcr1no Force' conducted combat OPflIStk:>nS 
1n coordination and cooperation w1th the 2nd Battalion victna.mcso . 
Marino Corps during the period 23 - 24 April, and 27 - 30 April, and 
6 - 11 May in Dil~tl TUONG Provinco. 

I 

(2) Du:hng the p(,riod 16 thru 18 May, tho MRF 1n1 tiatcd 
combat operations 1n LONG AN Prov1nco1 at which t1mo, tho J-.39th and. 
4-39th Infantry Battalions (-) Wf.Jro 01-PClN to tho 2nd Brlgado. Tho OP­
oration, omploying four manouvor battalions, was cno of the most sign-
ificant operations conducted during the reporting period. · 

( .3) The Bri gado was taskt-d to place one of its two in­
fantry battalions (3-60th Infsntry) 0PC0N to tho 3rd Brigade, 9th In­
fantry DiVision for the period 2 thru 5 July. However, the Brigade 
o-ontinued 1 ts oporations and employed the J-4?th Infantry in roconnajs.. 
saneo-in-forco oncrat1ons. Tho absence of the second manouv~r battal­
ion, though temporarily, limited the magnitude of strike oporat1ons. 

( 4) Dur1 ng the poriods 4 7, 10, 15 and 16 July, tho MRF 
initiated operations in GO CONG, K!EN HOA and VINH BINH Provinces in 
coordination and eoo:,::crl:l.tion With ARVN, RF and PF units. 

e. As of 16 July, no dofinito date was established for om­
barking a' third infe.ntry battalion aboard ships of the MRF. Short 
~ange plans project tho arrival of two additional au::rillary personnel 
barracks ships in early"August 1968,· However, tho Brigade's obta!n­
mont of tho third infantry is also contingent upon roadjustm~nts in 
the 9+,h Infantry Di vision sccuri ty missions, 

C!cJ/IJr?~'avf-146 
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J. (C) Personnel and Admin1stration1 

a. Porsonnol, 

(1) Unit Strength, The average assigned of major sub-
ordinato uni ts of tho Brigade during tho period 15 April - 20 July 
1968 was, 

.Yfill'. OFFICERS fill ~ 
HHC, 2nd Brigade 25 110 135 
3rd Bn, 47th Infantry 38 717 755 
4th Bn, 47th Infantry 34 733 767 
Jrd En, 60th Infantry 36 671 707 
3rd En, 34th Artillery 41 462 503 

(2) The fic~d maneuver strcn3th of each infantry battal­
ion was approximately thl:~e-fifths (3/5) of its assigned strength. 'lhis 
percentage docs not include personnel who woro involved in administra­
tive and other matters such as hospitalization, d~ta1ls, R&B; loavo, 
transit, sick call, profiles and light duties because of wounds, To 
increase tho field manc.uver strt:nGth, commanders and their staffs in­
i tiatcd administr1a.ti 'TC mcnsurcs to increase 'the number of personnel 
available for omploymont in combat, Personnel having MOS's in tho 11 
series woro removed from headquarters sections and placed 1n line.units 
to augmont the strength of tho riflo companies, 

(3) During tho period 15 April 1968 through 25 July 1968, 
therE; wero several changes in t11c koy personnel of tho Brigade I tho so 
wore as follows, 

(a) Colonel Robert E, Archer assumed command of tho 
2nd :S-rigade replacing Colonel 'Bert A, David, on 28 May 1968 1 

(b) LTC James L. Scovel assumc.d the duties of 2nd 
B.rigado Executive Office~, on 1 Jurlo 1968, replacing LTC John c, CbnUn, 
t.BM<r. LTC Conlin, USMC; continm;d to sorvc in tho oapaci ty of R1 vor-
1no Advisor, 

( c) LTC John C, Conlin, USMC, assumed tho duties of 
2nd Brigade Executive Officer, replacing LTC James L, Scovol, on 8 July 
1968, 

(d) LTC Goorgc E, Marino assumed command of 3-60th 
Infantry, replacing LTC John G, Hill, on 22 Juno 1968, · 

(o) LTC Jack N, Morrit assumed command of 3-J4th 
Artillery, replacing LTC William E, B~w11nson., on 13 July 1968 1 
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(f) LTC Ishmaol Pack assumed d~tics of 2nd Br1gado 
Executive Officer, cffoctivc 25 July 1968, 

(4) Casualties as a rosult of hostile action for the pOl'-

1od 15 April to 28 ~uly 1968 was, 

mfil PERIOD ~ ~ ~ 

Jrd B"'n, 47th Inf 15 t;1ru JO April 28 4 0 

1: thru Jl May 58 17 0 

1 :t;hru JO Juno 9 7 1 

1 thru 28 July 24 1 0 

4th Bn, 47th Inf 15 thru JO April 48 5 0 

1 thru Jl May 115 8 0 

1 thru JO Juno 37 6 0 

1 thru 28 July 22 1 0 

3rd Bn, 60th Inf 15 thru JO April 23 1 1 

1 thru J1 May 47 5 2 

1 thru JO Juno 50 9 2 (drown-
ing) 

1 thru 28 July 22 6 0 

Jrd Brr, 34th Arty 15 thru JO April 0 0 0 

1 thru 31 May J 1 0 

1 thru JO June 8 2 0 

1 thru 28 July 0 0 0 

(5) Total casualties as a result of hostile action for 
the period 15 April th.ru 28 July 1968 were, 

CMH 
DSC 

fill! KHA ~ 
494 7J 6 

b, Administration. 

(1) Awards and Decorations, 

(a) )lumbor of awards and decorations recommended, 

J-47th Inf 
Rocoill Apprvd 

0 0 
0 0 

4-47th Inf 
Ro com Apprvd 

0 0 
0 0 

J-60th Inf 
Re com A pprvd 

2 0 
0 0 
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J-47th Inf 4-47th Inf J-60th Inf 
Rccom A:pprvd Rccom Apprvd Rccom Apprvd 

ss 16 2 .JS .20 17 11 
LM 0 0 <) 0 2 1. 
DFC 1 0 0 o· 0 0 

SM 1 1 0 0 2 0 

BS(V) 39 12 106 51 20 11 
BS 16 2 2J 18 JO 21 
ACM(V) 40 , 6 79 49 · 15 1J 
ACM 22 8 53 JS 49 35 
COG - 15 ·o 26 0. j__O 0 
AM J J 190 109 9 .6 

(b) On 19 July 1968, tho 9th Infantry Div1Sion was 
awarded tho Vietnamoso Unit Citation - Armod Forcos Lovol Which ac­
knowlodgod tho military accomplishmonts of tho 9th Infantry Division 
in Vietnam. · · 

(2) During tho reporting poriod, roprc.sE.,ntati vos of tho 
division special staffs continued to augment tho administrat1vo func­
tions of the Brige.dc, The special staff augmentation consisted of, a 
postal section, finance team, public information dotachmont and a re­
enlistment NCO, Periodically, othor teams such as AG, JAG, IG and 
photography teams wer~ dispatched from division to sorvc the troops, 
as roquire;d, This program has proved to be vtry suocossful and has 
groatly contri butod to the eff1 m.ency of tho Brig~.dc operations, It 
eliminates unnocossar~t. troop. movom(..nt and increases' tho morale of tho 
unit by providing fast, officicnt, personnel services to soldiers in 
tho lino uni ts. · 

()) At tho -totmination of the last roporting period, an 
insuff1m.ont number. of ad.mini strati vc helicoptEJrs impaired tho movo­
mcnt of troops, mail, and incoming and outgoing pcrson..~ol, Sinco that· 
timo t)'lo mail problcms havo be.on alloViated by close coordination bo­
twoon tho Postal Officer, ·tho J\djutant General's Office, and tho 
Brigado S-1. Undor the prcsont system, the postal clerk accompanios 
tho mail to and from the Post Office to insuro that tho mail has pri­
ority over other doliverics .to tho MRB, Transportation roqUiroments 
for troop movements remain,. basically, tho samo, Individuals parti­
cipating in· a f1vo day out of country R&R can be oxpootod to bo absont 
from their units for a poriod of 10 to lJ days, duo to inadequate 
transportntion assots. Porsonnol rGturning from leave aro oonfrontod 
With tho samo problem, this again presents a serious morale problem 
and. alsC? roduc_cs tho ava1la.b111 ty of personnel for cmi::,loymont in the 
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fiold. At tho pros,;nt timo, coordinc.tion botwcon tho Brigade and 
Di vision is b(ling effected to rc.duce and subsequently eliminato this 
problem area. 

(4) H&alth remained "oxcollont• throughout the period. 
Duo to the fact that tho malaria rat() is oxtromoly low in tho Mekong 
Dol te., tho Bri-gadc cncountorod no significfl.nt problems with tho troat­
mont or increase of that disease. Most of the man-hours lost/woro duo 
to foot problems• Wi t:1 the advont of the "rainy season•, tho numbor 
of foot problems per month incrc.as(;d slightlyJ howcvor, With tho ad­
ditional command and medical attention givon to foot caro during this 
period, the number of man-hours lost was kopt to e. minimum •. During 
periods of standowns (days un Which tnoro arc no operations),. the mon 
aro encouraged to "dry out" thoir feet in tho sun. With tho added 
emphasis on tho proper care of feet, tho number of pationts Will bo 
f'urther rca.uct;d in the future. 

(5) Morale remained extremely high throughout tho period. 
Excellent living conditions, well prepared food, and continuous suc­
cess during combe.t operations contributed toward maintaining an ox­
tremoly high state of morale throu~hout t~ command. Special Se:rvicos 
provided a number of musica: programs f.or tht? }iobilc Riverine Forco, 
Which aidod considerably in maintaining the high stato of moralo. At 
tho present timo, the Bri::~adc is plc,nning a Speoie.1 Servicos program 
to moct tho problems i:,coilliar to ·1 ts onvironmt;nt. Sinco tho men of 
tho 2nd Brlgado 11 ve on tho ships of the IffiF, they ho.vc 11 ttlo or no­
opportunity to use tho rccrc,;ational fscili tic.s at Dong Tam or nny 
other land base area. Our constantly changing ari:;as. of operation, and 
the fact that our personnel arc quart0rcd on. fiv(. different ships, 
mako it oxtrcmcly difficult for the men to .participe.to in any existing 
rooTcational program. Duo to the limi tcd rccroatione.l facil1 tics a­
't:lcleJrtl. the ships of thEJ MRF, tlns cor:imand rt:;quo·stf.;d the Di vision Spoc1/:ll 
Sorvicos Section to assist the Bri~do in tho establishment of a ro­
croatlonal program for the mon. 

(6) Because of tho unique nature of the Mobile Riverine 
Force, the shi,ps of the MRF have become a key point of intorcst for 
.personnel visiting Vietnam. Numerous visitors, both civilian and mil­
itary, have visitui the MRF'1 to date., the majority of those visits 
havo boon beneficial in that proper rcoo.gni tion and public! ty has 
bcon.givon to the men of the combined team. Tho recognition roceivod 
as a .result of the official visits has .moro than justified any slight 
inc-onvoniE.Jncos that occurred. In no way were operations hindered; tho 
Mobile Ri verinc Foroo continued to aco-omplish i_ts mission. 

4. (C) Intclligcnoot 

a, During this reporting pctiod, enemy act1 vi T,Y nas boon 
oharaotorizod by the multi plication of uni ts throur;h di vislon of oxist.. 
1ng Main Force and Pro'vinoial Mobile Battalions, and upgrading of 
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local guo·rrillas and District Coordinated Units, Tho enemy foraos 
havo thus, almost doubled their existing troop units and increasod 
their stre·ngth, but have reduced their combat Gffc:cti vcnoss With in­
~pcrioncod troops. Continuous and encrgotic resupply activitios bo­
came an area of principal concern for the enemy as woll as continued 
pro~clyting and.recruting activity. It Elppoars the enemy has placed 
emphasis on increasing the quality of its weapons. Presently, many 
uni ts that were previously armed w1 th Ch1com carbines E:.nd submach1no.­
guns , arc no1-r found with AK-47' s and K-50 • s , 

b1 ·Road iftcrictions and land attacks on looal Qutposts con­
tinue to oc a 1·avor te oncmy tactic, Initially, st~nd ofr mprtar and 
rocket attacks were somewhat reduced, but as the enemy ~onccntrated en 
his rosup·9ly and am.munition became available, these attac1<:s woro roal­
ized once ooro, 

o. Continued reports indicated ht the onomy is constantly 
harassed and demoralized by artillery and airstrikes, and his more.lo 
has bocn substanttally reduced, It is apparent that the introduction 
of the local guerrillas into previously "Haitl.Core" Main Force Sattal­
ions has generally had an adverse effect on the morale of all oonco:rn­
od. In order to combat this, the enemy has adopted the policy of at­
tributing thc'status of •Battalion" to those Units which hcro-to-foro 
hdvo been rofcrod to as Local Companies •. Three recently organized 
Eattaliions have be.en confirmed in KIEN Roa. Provinces tho 550th MF 
Battalion, the 520th and 530th Batt~lions, Also; thcro arc indicat1.a1s 
that thcro 1s a rift dov~loping between the military and poll ti cal :fa,­
tions of tho insurent•s movomt.nt ,·ii th a certain amount of dissatfsfaa­
tion boing voiced by military clements, Examples of tho Lncmy•s divi-
11on:, upgrading of local guerrillas, and infusion of these guerri;nas 
with accepted uni ts can bo. soon in the 514th P~m. The. 514th Battalion 
was divided into 514A• 514B and 514C Bettalions and District Units were 
lovied to proVido the additional·pcrsonnel, Also, the 516th PMB was 
upgraded to a Main Foroc Battalion and therefore was withdrawn from 
the control of the.Ve· BEN TBE Provincial Committee and placed undor 
COSVN Command, 

d, Major movement trol'Jis during the reporting period worcox­
perionced from '\'lest to East, ._and Southeast to Northwest toward SAIGON. 
Enemy units continue to rota.to through the SAIGON/CHOLON area to main-­
tain pressure on the Capital and arc th£>n Withdrawn to Cambodia and 
the RSSZ to rest anc'l resupply, This te:ctic has probably been adoptef 
as a moans of influencing the Paris Peace Conference, However., tho VC. 
are now alienating thOI!lSOl ves from tho population by their newly ad.opt­
ed tactics and demonstrating that their area of principle concern is 
not the people of Vietnam, but advancing· Communist _ideology, 

o. Information and intolligonco was exchange:•d 11 oorally oo­
twoon all ag~ncies and the Brigade by means of liaison officers, moss­
ago traffic and personal (staff) ooordimition and liaison, Significant 
intelligence informe.tion/matorial was obtained from tho following 
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sources, Tho 9th Mil1t.'.l.:l"y Intolligcnco (MI) Dotachmcnt located at Dong 
Tam, pr1Sonors o~ ~a.r (PW) and Sj'1Ilpathizers, 7th .ARVN Division Agont 
Net, ,5?.Sth m D(.tachmcnt, f1c.;ld information reports from Naval Intol­
liacncc r1a1son Off1co, spot reports, intell1gLncc summarios and oloc­
tronic means. In most cases, i11form2.tion and 1ntolligcncc wore not 
particularly_ cffootivc -bocauso they. woro not timely. 

r. Enemy capabilities and limitations txhibitcd during tho 
roporting period rcr'lo.in thD same i The enemy rote.ins tho capability of 
conducting pl~.toon e.11d company s1zo attacks on outposts and v111agos 
as well as battalion s1zo atti1cks on district and .orortncial towns and 
military installations. Re can also conduct stand:off mortar and roe~ 
ot harassing attacks. Indications arc infiltr~tion, proselyting and 
resupply activity Will also continue on o largc scalo, in addition to 
tho interdiction of major lines of communications. His desire to gain 
control of rural popul2.tion will continue to be a priority mission, 
o,roro though he is not cnpnblc of maintaining the desired degre(; of po-
11 ti cal and mil1 t~.ry control. Dcspi to his m111 tary and political ob­
jocti vos, thc E:incmy remains vulnora'blt: to mas sod £',rtillcr:,r fire, ao:dal 
obsorvation and electronic surveillance. Considering tho enemy's cnpo­
':>111 tit;s 1t is thou1:;ht that his po~si blc. coursc;s of nction will 1m-ludo • 
continued roc:rui tmcnt,. training nr.d rt:supply octi vi tics, in add1 tion 
to tho ini tiD.tion of att:1cks a3ninst minor targets in strength, inten­
sifying harassm€:nt of majdr lines of com.mum cations 8.nd military in­
stallations. If at all fciasiblc, the enemy ~-rill 1n1t1atc an offonsivo · 
.on the snmo sco.lc as his TET offc.ns1 vc. 
5, ( C) gomb,e.t Opcrc.tions, 

e., Tiro major opc;r1:>.tions ~rcrc conducted during this reporting 
period, OPEFL>.TION TRUONG cor:c DINH and O?EP..J\.TIOis TOP.N 'l'fui.KG, Phase I 
of the OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINH termiru:i.tc.;d When the Brigndo rotated 
its maneuver battelions at Dons Tam Ease on 2 April 1968 1 Phnso II of 
OPERATION TRUONG CONG DINH commcncf..d concurrently ,Ti th tl1c tcrmint1tion 
of Phn.s;o I; to date, Phase II is continui11g. The Mobilu Ri ve;rino Fo:roo 
has pnrt1c1patod in 22 Significant opE:;rations d.uring this reporting 
poriod. The majority of Which iwrc ini tinted in continuettion of OPER-
1iTION TRUONG CONG DHT"rl Phase II• On 15 July, the Brigc:do W.'.'.oS assign­
ed o.. tactico.l ~.re.·~ of ~r0r~.tionnl inttrcst (TAOI) J the TAOI d8sio-natod 
we.s K.IEN HOA Province •1 Concurrent w1 th 'tl·w 11s.si/?;nmcnt of the TAOI, 
the Brig,.-.dc l•Tns tasked .. o cffuot complete mili t!'.'.ry pac1f1ce.tion of tho 
prov1nco. Tho mission ~w.s to be accomplished by1 (1) destroying vc 
main and local force o.ftnsive capability Hith priorit:1,r given to those 
areas which directly (; E:Jct tho p!lcification Ru.t'D.l dovolopmont miss.ion, 

-.-------------:-------J 2) D1s:rupt1ng cn€.:my r l::1ccmcnt, tra1n1nc; ci.nd rogroupmont throu,ghout 
his base arl:a notwork, I J) providing military support for rurnl dovcl­
opmcnt pro~rnms, (4) and providing military assistance to upgrndc koy 
RF/PF outposts throughout tho TAOI, and in tr~ining to locnl forces 
whenever possible, Assignment of tho TAO! docs not restrict tho Bri­
gado functioning ns a mobile strike force, It is simply an area of 
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primary interest into uhich civic acticn, psycholocric~l oporot1ons and 
rtlr8l development efforts will be concentrated, 

b. Tho ad.VC;nt of' a second major VC offcnsi vc, 1n tho Mokong 
Del to required the Brigade to tompornrily suspend O~TION TRU01.J'G. CON:; 

· DINH. The Mobile Riverine Forco was tasked to move to LONG AN Prov:lnco 
to 1ntord1ct tho infiltration and cxfiltration of enemy forces near ttx> 
Capital Militnry District of Saigon, When an,opparcnt increase of en­
emy activities and thror'.ts cndangen;d the city of ChN THO, the MRF de­
ployed to PHONG DINH Province and initiated combat opor~tions as direc­
ted by the Senior Advisor IV CTz.,· The early presence of the MRF rc­
duO{)d tho ability of c:ncmy uni ts to e.sscm.ble and launch e.n attack 
age.1 ns t the City of Cil.N THO• · The c ncmy wns compellled to ovado tho .. 
maneuver battalions, and disosspr:ible; into small incroI!lonts, Operations 
in both LONG AN nnd PHONG DINH Provinces stressed that offcctive om­
ployncnt of ground forces, assault support craft, nrtillory, gunships 
and tactical atrstrikcs Will defeat a determined onony force. 

c, Combet opcr.".tfons implt::montcd in support of TRUO~G CONG 
DINH Phase II includes those operations conducted during the month of 
April, which were not inclusive in tho previous Oporational Roport 
prepared of tho Brige.dc.. Significant operations of tho MRF during the 
period arc Stll'.1lilorized heroin. Spocific details of oaoh operation aro 
Contained in inclosuro #4 (Combat Operations After Action Rcpcirt -
TRUONG CONG DINH, Phase II)• . · 

(1) Innodiatoly upon co~plotlng rotations of the Bri­
gade's Infantry Batt~lions, the MBF made a cajor incursion into TBUC 
GIAN an1 GIONG THOM Districts, KIEN Ho.a Province to locate and destroy 
tho 560th LF Conr>0.ny and 516 MF Battalion located in the vicinity of 
the "Crossroads" on the SONG BA LAI. The opE:ration was launched on 4 
April in continuation of OFERt.TION TRUONG CONG DINH, It was during this 
o~ration, that the Br1~ade and Task Fo,rco 117 encountered the fiercest 
engagem~nt since the vc TET Offensive. As tho as§ault support boats 
of River Division 92 ontcrod 0 thc SONG BA LAI to disembark the J-47th 
Infantry, tho riverine column was assailed with small arms, automatio 
weapons and rockot fire. Tho J-47th Infantry, upon beaching, assault­
od tho oncmy'positions, and the 4-47th Infantry was inserted to roin­
f'orco tho cnge.gomcnt which continued untH tho evoru.ng hours of 4-
April, Subsequent operations woro in1 tiated on 5, 6 and 7 April to 
pursuo and destroy the enemy in tho marshy tributaries of the SONG 
BA LAI, · 

( 2) Subsequent operations conducted· during the month of 
April employed the MRF in rosponco to intelligence reports of 1ncTc8SEd 
onomy activity. From 10 thru 12 April, enemy forces 1n DINH TUONG and 
GO CONG Provinces were targets for tho MRF. A two day operation was 
later conducted on 14 and• 15 Apr1l i'n BEN TRE D1striot, KIEl'i HOA 
Province against the 550th and 560th Deus, Another s1gn1f1oant en­
gagement occurred on 17 Ap~il, when the Brigade was employed· in CA.ILA~ 



C! 0/(J Ff /)£:A}Tj /1/_,1 
AVDE-47MH-A -SUBJECT, opcratior.s.1: Re~ort of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division 

· _for Period Ending 30 July 1968, Roport Control Symbol 
CSFOR-65 (El) 

District, DINH TUOtTG Province a3a1nst tho 514th MF Ba.tt~.11onJ 9J enemy 
wero killed at the lost of four·u.s. liv~s. Tho Br1g~dc, in coopora­
tion with the 2nd Bettal1on VNNC, continued opcrattons in DINH TUONG 
Provinco on 2J and 24 April. Thw joint oporation in GI.AO DUC District 
resulted in 61 vc KIAs of tho 501st VC Battalion. The Mobilo Rivorino. 
Forco continued opcrutions in CAI UY D1striet during th(, period 27 .. 
jO April, and rodoploycd on 2 and J May to K.IEN HOA Province.. · 

'(j) On .5 May a SUl'VE:Y was made of RF/PF outposts in CAI 
BE District, to dctc,rmino the; cxtt-nt of damage r£;sult1nc; froM enemy 
attacks •. Operations were inl tiatod from 7 thru 11 May eg:J.inst the MR 
II VC Headquarters in GUI.(? DUC District, DINH TUONG Provinc;o. Tho 
Brigade and 2nd. BattA.lion, VNMC, conducted reconnaissanco in ,force op­
erations without establishing any significant contacts s 21 VC KIAs re ... 
sul ted fro.m the Opera.ti on. Enemy engBgemcnts increase during the pe­
riod 14 thru 16 May, 1·1hE.:n the MRF was .EJmployed in MO CAY District, 
KIEN HOJ\ Province against the 516th VC Battalion, 57 VC KIAs resultod. 
Tho Mobile Rivor1no Force and clements of the Jrd Brigado, 9th Infantry 
D1v1s1on initiated operations from 16 thru 18 May, in THaN DUC Distnc~ 
LONG AN Province.· The operation was further conducted in doopcration 
With III C'l:Z ARVN Forces to re.duce VC/NVA infiltration into the SAIG.ON 
area, The two day joint opE.;rat1on ?'E"...Sultcd in 126 VC KIAs (Seo in­
closure #5 Combat Operations After Action- REipor.t •. TOAN THANG, Phase 
I and II)• The Brigade continued operations in LONG AN and' DINH TUONG . 
Provim::os without any s1e;n1ficant contact until 26 nay, At Which 
timo a two day oporation was launched to· rocon-1.n-forco and oxplo1 t 
tho area of a E-52 strike in GIO:KG TRON District, KIEN HOA Provinco. 
The two day oporation yielded 41 'ilC KIA e.t the loss of four u.s. 11vos. 
Flftoon VC woro litlSo killed in MO CAY and: DON N".dCN Districts when olo-. 
ments of tho 540th DCU wcro targets for tho Brigado. 

(4) During the month of JunE.: the €inc.my gonorally avoid-
. od contact with the maneuvor battalions and intensified his attacks 
against Naval assault support craft of Tack Forco 117. on 5 and 6 June 
the MRF in1 tiatcd reconnaissance in forco operations 1n SJ:i. DEC and Due· 
TON Districts, VINR LONG Province, Maxim1..l1lI employment was made of tho 
E-8 tactical CS launeher and. •zrppo• flameboats to dislodge tho enemy 
from forti fi~d positions and suppress h1s sniper fires, The poriod 4 
thru 8 June saw the MRF conduct1ng.oporations in the SA DEC and BACH 
RUONG areas, ard KIEN VAN and MY AN Districts, KIEN PHONG Province. , 
Returning to KIEN HOA P.rovinco the MRF initiated oporatioM on 10 
June in GIONG TROM and-TRUC ffiNG Districts, Although grow"ld contacts 
wero not obtainable, B/7-lst Air Cavalry and Navt:tl a~sault support 
craft suo-ceodod 1n destroying 45 VC during tho two day oporat1on. On 
16 Juno, tho MRF dE"...ployed to CAW THO, and in1t1at~~ oporations ae di­
rooted by the Senior Advisor IV CTZ to prevent a major VC offonsivo 
against tho city. A four day operation which comm1.,nc<.d on 17 Junc,~_ro­
sulted 1n 84 VC KIA, Tho majority of tho enemy's losses rcsultLd from 
A/7.1st Air cavalry en{)agomonts in support ·or tho maneuver battalions. 

{.!O/l)RMllUTI// 0 
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Completing operations in PnORG DINH Province, thtJ ~'!RF doployod to Dong 
Tam, After a bri~f poriod of operetions, the MRF proceeded on 26 Ju.no 
to LONG AN Province where i tl was aguin employ{:d to interdict infil tra..: 
_tion and oxfiltration of VC/NVA forces near SAIGON, Contrary to tho 
Brigado's oarl1cr operations in LONG .ti.N Province, tho enemy avoided 
contact With the maneuver battalions for the duration of the month, 

(5) The Brigade was task~d to plecc the 3-60th Infantry 
-----~- -- -- Battalion OPCON to t"hc 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Di vision which had 

establish contact in DINH TUONG Province; Tho battalion remained OP(X)H 
to the 3rd Bri~ade from 2 thru 5 July, During that period, the·MRF 
continued its operations in LO:WG AN Province until 5 July when it ro­
de ployed to Dong Tam, On 6 July the 3-47th Infantry rcl1oved the 4-47th 
Infantry of its security mission at Dong Tam Base, Th? Brigado contin­
uod combat oporntions on 7 July in KIEN HOA Province, The target se-

.. lcctt:.;d was those enemy forces cnt. renchcd west of the "irossroads• 
where the Brigede participated in its heaviest engagcm·nt of this re­
porting period, The 4-47th Infantry entered the obj cc i vc area and 
beached w1 thout lncidE.:nt, The 3-60th Ir!fantry conduct cl: airmob1lo 
combat assaults to LZs south of the 4-47th beach sites, The only on­
gagcmonts of the day occurcc.:d, when E/~47th Infantry killed two VC 
after receiving sporadic small arms, and D/3-5t~A1r Cav~lry rocciv-0d 
sporadic automatic Ncapons fire in the tricini ty of XS52J7, The absonco 
of cncmy activity in the AO was unusual, On 10 JW.y, tho MRF initia-md 
operations in KIEN HOA Province to loco.to ai:id destroy enemy forcfJs and 
his equipment Within HUON MY and MO CAY Districts, Subsequent oper­
ations were ini t1atcd 11 thru 13 July fJmploying both the 4-47th Inf­
antry and 3-60th Infantry in beach assaults, airmobilc and eagle nont 
operations. Du.ring the period 15. thru 17 July tho MRF continued Oper­
ation TRUONG CONG DINH, conducting reconnaissance in force, airmobile 
and riverine oix;rs.tions in CANG LONG., CHrtU THaN'"n Districts, VINH BINH 
Province. The oix;ration on 15 July in coordination an1 cooperation 
W1th the 9th ARVN Di,rision, Du.ring thE.; three day operation, tho Bri-:· 
gade and its supporting clemlnts accounttd for 62 VC KIAs, Completing 
operations in VINH BINH Province, tho MBF deployed to Dong Tam Base on 
18 July, Whilt a.nchorngcd off Dong Tom, the Brigo.dc employed tho 4-47'1;:1 
Infnntry, on 20 July, to conduct satuat1on patrolling .end establish 
night ambushes on the south bank of the MY THO River i 1n the vicin1 ty 
of XS474o, True Gie.ng, Ham Long· Distric~s, KIEN HOA .Prpyince; On 21 
July the 3-60th Infantry was employed in a cordon and search operation 
in coordination and cooperation With RF/PF clem~nts on THOI SON Island. 
Opc.r::i.tion TRUONG CONG DINH continued on 23 July in nccordanco with 
OPOBD 61-68·in GIONG TRON, TRUC Giiu'JG Districts, KIEN HOA Province. Tht:.. 
operation wns in1 tiatcd in coordination and coop~ration With ·t:tte. :,.1ott 
ARVN and 1-lot:1 1~RVN Regiments, On 25 July, tho Brigudo terminated it~ 
operations in KIEN Ho .. ~ Province J and on 26 July t,ho MBF deployed to 
VINH LONG Province, i'.ftcr completing final plans and preparation for· 
1ts transit, the MRF departed its Vinh Long anchorage on 28 July and 
doployod to PHONG DINH Province, arr1V1ng tho same day, On JO July, 
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tho MRF 1ni tiatcd offcn~i ve opcr::-i.tio11.s 1n coordination and cooperation 
with the 5th Battalion, V~"MC, 1n KIE:~ LONG, KIEN Hu"WG a.-nd DUC LONG 
Districts, C:iiliNG Tr:n::i.". Provi'ncc, To accompl1Sli its mission, tho. ID.-1-
ge.do dcbarkt:d the MRB and cst::i.blishcd its Hcz.dquarttrs and Tactical 
Operations CcnttJr inland 111. thE.: vicinity of VI T:!&N".d, · Tho introduct1on 
and opcn.tions of tho Mobil(; Riverine Force in tho AO marked the first 
time in tho history of tho Vietnam War that a major U,S, Forco has con­
ducted. tactical opon,·:•ions in th1,; southern oxtromity of ·tht: Republic of 
Vietnam, To dato~ th..: oporation continuc.:s, 

d, Combet Support Activities, 

. . ( 1) Artillory, During thc reporting period, tho 3-34th 
·•Artillery continued 1 ts direct support role in- f-1RF operations, employ­

ing two of its firing battcriE-s on flol?tin.3 bargts, On sevE.:ral occa­
sions the third ·nrin3 battory was deployed from Dong Tam- Base and jo!n­
ed the artillery battalion in support of the Brigade, Since tho do'IBch­
mcnt of _the 3-34th Art1.llery from the Brige.dc, the .lrtillory support mw 
now providcdl:.ly1h9battb.lion remains unchanged, Tho 3-34th Art111£.ry per­
forms its mission in the same man.~cr of esprit and professionalism as 
1 t did W!"l.€:n attached to .the Brigade. Throughout the period, the Bri­
gade 1s 4,2 inc:1 morte1.rs (e.lso mount£.'d on barges) were attached to the 
3-34th Artillery, The 4,2 mortns bc.r,3cs travel with the 3-J4th Arty, 
and their fires arc coc,rdinated by the battalion's f1ro a.irt:ction con­
trol center to yield the btst and maximum fire support for clements of 
tho Brigade• The mort8.'rs wcrE.. constantly employed on countel' mortar 
missions as well as defensive fires and blocking fires for the infantry 
battalions• Employmt;nt of the mort::>.rs in .this manner assists ~ho artU­
lory battalion in rcspondini to numerous fire missions, and is quito 
offcctivo during conts.ct missions and· canal cntrtJnccs .p:r(Jps 'llhich arc 
close to the fin, sup-sort base. Co-lo ca ting. the mortars wi t:1 thG artil­
lery present minimum quadrant elevation problems for the firins bat~ 
terics • 

( 2) Army Aviation. T:1roughout thL rq;iortcd p€:riod, Army 
aV1ation assets subste.:i.tially assisti.ld tho MRF' in accorn:)lishinc; its 
many missions, .1-1.via.tion su·,Jr:,ort provided, incJ,udcd lir:;ht fire teams 
and assault helicopter co~pan1~s. WhGn air cavalry units wcro placed 
in support of the MRF, tl1.£ir cmploymE.:nt enhanced the striking power o( 
tho force, Tactical pl&..ns and opcraf:ions were occ2.siona.lly modifiod 
when air assets w0rc not avail2.bl!:., di vertcd or Withdrawn from tho Bri­
gado and re-allo¥e.tE:;d for high priority missions. Assault helicoptor 
companios playod a major rolo in posi tionin~ grotmd forces to block, 
engage and destroy ~l1t: enemy, Beyond any_dqubt, air cavalry units de­
monstrated their :lni tiati vc to soolc_ out and destroy tht; enemy. All 
Army aviation SUtJ'Tiort providE:d was outstandin1:5 throughout tht reporting 
})(,riod. · · · 

( J) Tl:l.ctice.l air su .. ~;ort, Air support t;1.roushout tho re­
porting period was provid~d by tho 7th U,S, Air ForcE.;, Tactical air 
su:r:rport provided consistoa of proplanned and 1mmodiz:cE.; e.1rstr11cos Which 
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woro employed against flc~ing enemy forces, fortified positions and in. 
'preparation of beaching and landing zones, On scvcr2l occasions 
"Spooky" flaro ships, equipped with mini guns, wcrc e;mploycd to support 
and reinforce clements of tho Brigade 'l'rhich wore in con.tact during tho 
hours of darkness, 

(4) Ne.val fire sup-,,ort, All combat operations of tho 
MRF arc contingent upon introduction into the AO by ri vt:r assault craft. 
It 1s during thc.;se rive.:rine movements that asse.ul t sup·.,,ort boats and 
t'roop ladder.. craft aN subj<..ctcd, to bo ambushed, · To minimize tho pos­
sibility of being ambusht•d, Naval craft arc contin1ously roconrung bi( 
firo in known or suspt,ctcd ambush areas, In addition, Naval firos aro 
~1ways employed in s1:1pport of the maneuver battalions With dircct or 
indirect fires 1n zon~. However, th~ MRF has not boon able to fully 
dovolop detail fire coordinating tocnniqucs for employing N~val fires 
1n direct support of ground forces in contact, Thus far, direct fire 
1s l1mi t<;d to 11 prcping" beeches prior to their ossauJ. t, ani suppressing 
oncmy firo directed at the craft pr ships of tho MRB. Controlling 
Naval fires 1s oxtromoly difficult when troops nrc Within thc.ir zone of 
f1,ro • · 

o, Tnct1cs and Tcch1?,1qucs,· 

(1) The over prc;scnt problem of achieving tnctical sur­
prise 1s ono of the major cons1dor.nt1ons 1n planning for r1vcrino as­
saults, Unless surprise is achicvc~tho MRF is likoly to find o1thcr a 
•dry holcn or c.ncountcr an ambush. The problem becomes especially · 
difficult when MRF opcrntions remain locol1zc.d in et _particular area for 
a period of time. Tho VC sometimes .. org1".nizc early warning systems 

. ;-:hJ,ch afford an .hour or two advance notice of the MRF's dcploymo:nt and 
crr,ploymt.·nt Within an AO~ · NE:JW tE. chn1ques to counter this have bcon 1n-

. sti tutcd, Pre-dawn landings as well as midday landings have been cron-

. ducted to bn.ak the uo.tttrn of ass..,.ults. Othc;r mce.suxcs such as de­
ception, radio sni·ncc, deceptive ruovcmcnt by r1vc.r assnult craft and 
•fnkc" 1nsc.;rfions he.vc bcc;n planned nnd executed to .. deccivo the E..nt.;my 
as. to our actual operations, and achieve tactical surprise. Areas of 
operation arc cleared.with Vietnamese authorities at the last poss1blEJ 
moment 1n order to rE..ducc; tho possibility of comp~omlsin3 thv oporatial. 

(2) As a result of tho increased throat of rivorino 
ambushes, the MRF has revised its counter-ambush proccdur6s du.ring 
r1 vorino movtmcnt, Bi vc;rinc convoys havf.: incrce.scd rE::connaissanco by 
firo on suspt.ct<..d cnc;my pos1 t1ons or known ambush s1 tcs,whcro pcrmi trod.. 
The installetion of the E-8, tacticc.l CS .d1spe.nscr on ri vE..r assault· 
craft providr.;s a readily available cs agc.nt for __ countcr-ambush use, Tm ----~·-------------

---- installation o-f M1J2 flame turrcnts on an Armored Troon carrtc.r ("ZI:P.FO") 
provides tho MRF w~ th a ri vE:.r1no flamothrowor. Tht; • tactical CS dis~­
so: and tho -zIPPO' formed an offcct1vo combination for doffuating an 
ambush .in conjunction with othe;r fires. The light' helicopter firo toam 
(L1!FT) providing overhead cover and advanced roconnaissanco is 1n a : 
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position to effectively tn~agc th(• cnc0y flusht;d out by the "Zil•PO" and 
the CS ago nt, . . 

6. (C) Trainings 

a, Individual and Unit training was co~ductLd in those arE.:as 
roquir1ng improvornent as dc;tcrmint::d from prl;Vious opcre.tions. During 
tho reporting quartt:r, there were fE.,w spccif1od/dcs1gnat0d poriods for 
training. 'rho majority of training was conduct(.d during bri cf periods, 
when the Brigade ro,ti:.tEJd its maneuver battalions and/or prepared for 
future combat operations, 

b, During the mbnth of Juno, e. spt:ci2.t pros€lnt.ation Wal:3 made 
to officers and NCOs who arc rcs~onsibl(.; for planni1;,g and. initiating · 
airlift resupply operations, A two hour class on "fho techn.tqucs of 
slin3 loading~ was pr~scntcd to s-4 rcp:r:-cstntetivcs of the Brigadost:L:fr 
and each mancuvcr batfal1t'5n; .. Tho scopo of thE.: material prcsonted was -
to familiarizo personnEll concorn€;d with proccdurc.s for resupplying urits 
by air~ and now techniques of preparing supplies and equipment for 
movement by light lift aircraft. 

· c, Another spocial training program was. conducted in rosponso 
~ increased command omphasis on oa.rc and mainttnancE:l of indi vidue.1 and 
erow,·scrvod woa-pons. An•itcm of particular intcre;st was tho buffer 
assombly of tho M16 riflo, All clc.~cnts of tho Br!gado conductoq. t}"a.1.n­
i·ng in oaro, cloanine;, maintonanco and inspoction of the M16 rifle,, 
and all M16 rifles wore provided with nm·, buffers, if rcquireid, .Sub­
ordinate uni ts• woapons training included zeroing of ind.i vidual mapons, 
and ::oroing, boresighting and familiarization firing of other organio 
woap:,ns. 

·d, Oth(.r training conduct~d by the ~anouvcr battalions in-
cluded !)ri tiq,uc:s of previous ·combat opcr,:ttions and classes on, 

Commu.ni cations 
River/Stream crossing techniques 
Fire and maneuver 
Pro}'.itiration of night resupply kits 
Safety 
Land navigation. 
Airmobilc operations 
Per1met~·r dt:fense 
Medical evacuation 

Navy custo~s and. co~tosy 

7, (C) Logistics1 

a. No significant logistical.activities occurred during. this 
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reporting period, Logistical anr1 cor:.':::2,t service support provided dur­
ing tho period wcrt.:; accomplisht-d on an integrated be.sis, Whorcin both 
Army and Navy rcquircmc. nts wore fulfilled in accordance With tho ostab-
11 shld MRF logist1cnl concept, Pnsently, the logistical support sys­
tom continm,s to provide the Brigad.e and TF 117 With a continuing .vol­
umt: of mRtcrial, regardless of the disposition of thE:: combined team, 
Supryl1cs were sunt from VUNG TAU by a landing ship, tank (LST) and tren 
transforr1;.1d to tho LST organic to the MRF, ThL forward dotachmC;nt of 
tho 9th Surnly and Transportation Battalion, embarlcE:ld on the MRF's LST, 
continued its dirLct support mission and distributed suppl1os es re­
qucst~d, Maintenance and services provided during this poriod contin­
ued With no major 'probhms, Tho detachment of tho 709th Maintenanco 
Battalion shifted its base 6f oporation from the tBS ASKARI to tho USS 
SPHINX; tho latter temporarily replaces the USS AS~RI as tho MRF's 
maintenance ship, 

b, .Internal supT)ly and resupply, 

( 1) All cle.sses of supply and material required for· two 
maneuver battalions were stocked on tho support LST, The third man­
euver batk,lion a.re:.w tht- majority of 1 ts supplios through Dong Tam, On · 
or about 1 Au~st 1968, tho third maneuver battalion Will bo ombarked 
and 1ts su~ply activities will be integrated into tho MB.F's supply sys­
tem, ThE.. aforementioned· method has proven to be the most offioiont 
means of pro.curing and issuing material to tho Brigade ele:.mLnts, All 
items necessary for th(, Brigade's functioning w0ro transported with tho 
MRF, thereby ol1minatin3 unnucessary dclays botwce•n resupply oporaticris. 

( 2) Resupply, of mancuvt r battalions, during combat oper­
ations, was accomnliph0d by air, water, or a combination of both, Re­
sup-ply using air assets continues to be the most expeditious and effae>o 
_tivo mode. During tl1e rE:porting period, the majority of resupply op-· 
orations we:s conducted using a combins.tion of water and air. Kits con­
taining supplios were introduct:d. into tho AO by natur- transportation, 
and sta~ed at th<- fire support base, When air assets were available, 
the resupply kits were flown to the location or r~ght dofensive posi­
tions of the rifle companies., Whon l'.ir assc.t~ were not availablo, tho 
resupply kits WLrc delivered by assault supr,ort craft, Resupply con­
ducted solely by ,-,atl:r, was dcpcndt.:nt on the disposition of tho man­
ouvcr battalions, units were rLquir·•·i to be positioh(;d in close prox­
imity to na,vigable wa ct-rways, 

c. MatLrlel and Servicos, 

(1) Class !1 

Class I supply did not proscn:t 2mr sE:rious ,problems 
during this re~orting pcriod, During the quarter a total of 388,092 
meals (combat• individual) Wl;rc issuc.d, reflecting a new peak for both 
Army and Navy clomcnts,. At no time during the quarter did existing 
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Dong Tam. This transaction W8s ini tiatcd in order to up..3ra.dc mainten,.. 
ancc required for the boats. The engineer battalion, inturn, is tasl!td 
to provide boats, orge.nize.tional and dir(;ct support maint1.;na.ncc to the 
Brigade, Because of the natun, of the HRF's operations, the rcg,uiro­
ments for boats and engineer (boat) malntenanco personnel arc such tl'at 
thoy must 'ht: embe.rkcd With tho Brigade, Although this policy, to im­
p,rovo matntcna.ncc, has not had ample time to bE.: E.;valuat(:d, several 
lmodiato impacts have bCE::n cxpcrioncedt (1) The Brigack prc.scntly has 
less boats available for tactical and administrative use, (2) addition­
al berthing and opcr::;-,tional spnccs, uhtch sro prc.sc:ntly limi tcd, lDlUS t 
be provided to th£· cngim.:cr maintE.:nancc personnel, and ( 3) ccntro.1-
ization of the boston whalers will increase tra~sportQtion rcquiraoonts 
to and from Dong Tam Bsso, Pnst t.XpE.:rienco dictat .. :s that the most 
singular factor influencing tho opcrE'.ti,,nal status of boston whalors 
within tho Brig::,dc has b(;cn tho non-availability of repair parts 
(specifically transistorized amplifiers). If tht.,tr~nsistorized ampli­
fiers woro obt~incd for the ignition system, 70% of the boets on dead­
line status would oo opcrationnl. Presently the Brig2.do ls larg(.,ly 
dependent upon limitLd Navy assets (LCVP's) for administrative trans­
porto.tion Within the MRB or to an from a near by land base when no· 
security is rcquir6d. Subordinate units.of the Brigade are required 
to coordinate their requests for administrative transportation with 
the Brigade S-4, 

a. (C) Civic Actions,. 

a, Civil affs.irs act1 vi tics vrcre continiously planned and irr­
i tiatcd to meet the requirements and limitations imposE:d by tho NRF's 
organization and employment as a mobile striking force. The following 
C1v1c Action Progxams were conducted during tho period cov~rcd by•this 
report, 

( 1) MEDC.APS /DENTC11.FS. The flcxi bility of the MRF con­
tinues to be a decided ass(.,t in bringing medical/dontE'.l e.id to isol­
ated populations of the Mokone; Del ta, Sixteen MEDCaFSjDENTCAFS wero 
cronductcd bringing m(.,dical and dcnt'al relief to four thousand, fivo 
hund.rod and five (4,505) Vit.tnamesE.: villagt:rs throughou:t the Mokong 
Delta, 

(2) Corm:nodity Distributions. Operational commitm(.,nts 
away from Dong Tam, limit0d Commodity•Distrioutions to food stuff, 
health items and school kits, With tho exception of MEDCt.FS/DENTCAPS 
coordination was affected With local officials prior to distributing 
commodities to the populace. 

(3) Processing InnocLnt Civilians. Detainees Wero con­
solidatt;d at tho MRFs combined tactical screening center ( collection 
point), for immcdiato exploitation, and later evacuation to Dong Tam 
for furthor intEJrrogation, classification and evacuation, The cdvcnt 
of this systr~m reduced significantly tht, number of porsonnol olass1:f'1oa 
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as innocent ci vilic.ns at the MRF Cfollc..ction Point, Consequently Ci vie 
Aat1on was limited tc. providin_g. explanations to detainees using tapes 
arµi lntel'.pretcrs as to why they wero'being held, and those classified 
as IC Would bt, returned to tho1r homes. As an added mea.ns of appee.sing 
tho personnel they wcro- gi von -health packs and medical treatment as 
required. · 

(h) Cordon And Seuch. On 21 July 1968, a Cordon and Search 
Opcrs.tion was conductE;d on THO! SON ISL;iND, DINH TUONG Provinco, This 
operation was conducted in conjunction With the V1.ctnamcst National 
Police and.RF/PF units to clear the island of cn(.my forces, Who uso the 
island as a Rost and Roouporat1on Center. In an attempt to Win tho 
colloctc~ personnel over the GVN, a Victnamcso cultural drama toam 
presented an hour show for tho·local inhabitants, A commodity distri­
bution wa.s. made in conjuntion with the performance, 

( 5) Improvomt. nt Action Teams, . Tho three toams formed 
following TET, romainod in DINH TUONG Province to assist iri''upgrading 
existing outposts and construct now as required. Sonio,r American Ad­
visors in oach provinc0 consider the MRF offort to be invaluable in 
kooping Hignway #4 open from the Eastern CAI LaY bordor to tho wost; 
(GIAO DUC). During the pc,riod the following supplies wcro rtiquii;;i tion­
ed and distributcdt 52 thousand sandba5s, 451 rolls of barbed wiro., 
2142 rolls of conccntina wire, 560 claymores, 87 lAWS, 648 anti-porson­
nol m~nos, 366 M-26 fragment2tion grcru,dcs, 120 r(.d star clusters,. 26 
trip flares, 1679 staltcs and. 250 pickets, · 

b, Tho following limitations wcro oncountE.;rcd during tho re-
porting period.· · • · 

(1) Space limitations on assault support boats and air­
mobile assets often r(Jduce the effectiveness of civil affairs activit1ES. 
Civil Affairs teams a-re ,normally t'ransJ)ort!ld on e.ssaul t support craft, 
ortontin;ios, the boats must be posi tionod to provide ·optimum support of 
tho maneuver batt2lions1 this may not.be the most advantagoous loc~t1on 
from civicr action stand point of viow, 

(2) Su1,,)ly space aboard the USS BENEWAH has improved 
over the .·pa'.st reporting period. HoW(;Vcr, present storag£J spece Will 
only sustain a two day operation. . ' 

c. New and improVE.'d pro cod uros • 

(1) A MRF Civic action team consisting of the following 
personnel w~s formed from assets aboard the IBS BBNEW.i>-H, 

(a) Brigade S-5 (OIC) 

(b) Navy medicai doctor (lJ 

( c) mavy dentist ( 1) 

. /I 3 
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(d) Corpsman for do.ctor 
(c) Rcpr(;scntativc from 
( f) FSYOP p(:rsonnel ( 2) 

and. dentist (lea) 
S-2 ( 1) 

(g) Unit Barber (when ava.1lablo) 

(h) Brigade Chaplain (whon available) 

{ 2) Prior to opon-.tions, coordination with Province Chiofs 
and Senior Advisors was cfft·ctod to dotormino what diseases were. pro­
valont in the areas, in order ~hat modical supplies could be tailored 
to that locale. 

9,- (C) Psyohologi~al Oporations, 

a. Gc.norala During the reporting period the majority of 
psychological opcre.tions were directed toward oncmy uni ts to docroaso 
their combat (.ffccti'TLnE:.ss, incnaso their rate of dofections, and de­
moralize individuals and thoir units. Additional PSYOPs woro diroctod 
toward civilians and duta.inoes asscmblL at tho Brigade's Combined Tac­
tical Screening CcntGr 0 These opcr£<tions we.re: conducted toa cxplain 
tho presence of u.s. Forces in the area, explain the rolo of the GVN 
and solistic suppart for its goals, control the civilian populace dur­
ing MEDCAPSJDENTCaP8, and.induce the pooplo of Vietnam to inform on tro 
Viot Cong. In support of these objectives 9, 191, 960 1oaflcts wero 
d1ss.om1nphd :t.nii 52 hours of!' 10Udcp<;Q.]CE..r timo wcre loge;od. 

b. High altitude leaflet drops were conducted by U-10 air­
craft flights flown by the 5th Air Commando Squadron from Blnh Thuy 
Air f1old located in PHONG DINH Prov1nco, Loaflots w€Jrc also disscm-
1natod from UH-lB h(.licoptors in conjunction With •pcoplo sn1fft;rt' 
m1s~1ons, and whenever aircraft availability and tht tactical situatton 
pormitt€Jd. TJ1o U-10 flights employed approximately 175,000 lcaflots 
per mission, while: the. UH-1B avc.;ragcd apnroximatcly JO ,OOO lcaflots 
per mission. Leaflets were distributed to detainees assembled at tho 
Combintd Tactical Scrooning Center, and to local inhabitants Within 
the AOs by ground troops operating thorein, 

e, Oth(r media employed by the PSYOP field team were loud­
speaker missions conducted by both U-10 and UH-lB aircraft, and wator­
borno speaker missions usin-:i: the AN/UH15 spoakcr system mounted tomp:,r­
arily on Naval assault support craft. The U-10· aircraft has a modified 
speaker systE..'m built into the Sidt of tht: plano, and the UH-lB is usod 
carry a 1000-watt sptakcr system Which is built on a sled and mounted 
in the door. ~he.; AN/UH15 systE:mt Which is only 250 watts, is better 
than Ci thcr of th(· aircraft systems because tho broadcast is not dis­
torted. Where as, the sound projected from airborne spca.kors tend to­
bo distortt:d when using helicopters. Ono mombor of the PSYOP team was 

,'/, 
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also cmploy£:d at the Combim·d Tac ti cal Scrt;cning Ccnt<.,r during all op,­
orri.tions to ple.y JUSPAO tap(•s to th<. dt t2inu:s, 

d, Tape and 1£:t:\flc.t tht"!CS dirtcttd tow"'.rd the VC WE:ro Safe 
Conduct Passes, Twc:nty Mort Y£:nrs of Fighting, Rally or Die, 9th U,S, 
Infantry Division he.s r<. turmd., · Rally-Mother's SC;ntimt;nt, Diary of a 
Hoi Chanh, t/capons fit W?.rd, Wandering Soul, Re join Your Family Through 
Chiou Hoi, Hanoi is Using You, and Rally to the Grcon Bo~ts. Ono of 
the best booklt·t type ll·.:iflcts is tht: 11Diary of a Hoi Ch8.nh" ~'1hich tolls 
th£; story of a VC .from tht; timE: h(: finds a Chieu Hoi lu1.fl(. t until ho 
rallies and muts his fe-.mily at the New Lifo Hamlc:t. The booklE. t is 
16 pages long and contains a Safe Conduct P~ss and ;,E.epons R(iward 
chart. Tht; "WandE.ring Soul," a tapo in which a der.d VC is talking to 
his wifo and fe.mily; is also usc:d quite often. VC Bdng Dt.ath and . 
Mourni'ng, Supnort GVN, Anti-VC Tax nnd Food Coll<.,ction, Explanat:tort bf 
American Prt;st:ncc:, VC Force Us to Fire at Your HomE:s, VC Atroo1tfcs 
and JUSPAO News and Entcrt:c:inml nt wtrl! the mnin thtmc:s of tapcff and 
lee.flt·ts directed tow,.rd ci vili-'.lnS and. dvta.inc1.;s • 

. e. During tht reporting period, FSYOP personnel worktd · in ccn­
junction w1 th thc HEDCaP/DZ~·71'CAP Teams on many occasions. Go Cong City, 
Be-n Luc City and Cho Gao Ville.ge arE: a few of thl' places where the so 
MEDCAP/D~NTCn.P wore conductE.d, PSYOP su1.morted consisted of distribu­
ting msdical .a.id loaflc·ts, which d(;scribE; N.J:;DC,,:.PS and provido instruc­
tions on p(,rsonal hygiene. News and t.ntt.rtzi.inr::it.nt te.pts wcrE:: also 
utilized. Interprvtcrs, using porteblo megaphones, assisttd in direct­
ing .and controlling thE. ci vilia.n populact actfvi tks at the Ml:.1JCAP / 
DENTChP sites. 

f. Recently, th(; Briga.d(;;s PSYOF ttam has lost much of its 
operational ability as a result of st·vt.re.1 probhm areas, The lack of 
E.qui-;iment and rt:ul,s:.c(mt.nts i t(lms for vqui "9me:nt previously turn(;d-in for 
maintc.nancc is thL pndomina.nt probltm. An AN/UH15 sµt.alrtr system, 
Sony TC-800 Tape Rt.:cordcr end 'projector havE.. bt·tn on worlr orders for 
over a month. Also, regularly scht·dultd l'TtE::kly louds,;ita11:tr .and loaflot 
missions hi;wt.; been rt;duct:d from thrtt pE.'r wt:ek to ont. a week. :·ii th the 
cxce:ption of c;quipmt nt 001:owod from tht Navy, ~ht· team he.s ~ minimum 
amount of its org2nic cquiP'llcnt optrational. 

g. '1'.'tro probhm e.reas t:ncountfrt:d by the psychological oper­
ations t<.:am were tht e.b~t nc( of cndi ta.bit· inttl11gc net: feedback, and 
the opportunity to worl:: in one ana for a sustaim:d period of time, If 
creditable 1ntE:111,scncc informPtion could b(. obtaint.d indiceting tho 
effectiveness or 1neffEictivcnt::ss of psychological operations conducted 
in a Sp('Cif1c AO, thE. 1nform?tion would assist th1.. PSYOPS tt:;am to de­
velop apr.i'oprie.tc tape thtmcs for tho AO, 1!Thcn dctaincE..s have been · 
asked quE.stions as to t~c cffccti iT(•ncss of psychological Operations 
activity and matt,r1al, t!1ty seem to be rclucta.nt to give answers, Tho 
answc;rs t1'1at s.rc s-i•rc:n ap,,E::-.r to be slantE.d so as to ap,~caso tho pcra:,n 
Who 1s conducting the.: inttrrogat1on, In ordl'r for tht· civilian populaco 
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to rt'Sfond frc.c:ly to the. nvolunt.'.'J:";}" Informant an - •:Tc~pons Rc:ward Pro­
grams, some guarantt:t· of ·sc.cur'ity to prcvc.nt rtj;lrisnls from the enemy 
must be offered. Due, to t~1t intinc:rant natun of thE.: Brigsdc, this 
desired sc.curi ty canriot bt· provided. J 

h. Not1ca'blc: trends 1n the PSYOP c ffor rtc<.:ntly have been 1n 
the hand disscm1h,•.t1on of :1caf1c. ts by troop.s in he: i10 and PSYOP part­
icipation on MED~~PSfDH:i\/TC • ..FS. During ·a re.cent · pc:r~.tion ncnr Can Tho, 
the PSYOP t<.•am m~dE.: a night 1nsE.rt1on into the ,1. and played tapes to 
an unidcntU'it·d numocr of vc·:·surroundc.d by fr1c . ly forct:s • .iis a rtsul t 
of the mission, tht tt.am assE.:mblc.d a ground spu1ker ba'c!cpack Which con­
sists of a· 250 watt SJ)C'akcr, an amplifier and a ape rccordc.r. When the 
tacticE-.1 si tuntion pE.;rmi ts, the bo.clcp.o.ck is cmpl yc:d within the JlO by 
two mc:mbc.:rs of' t!1c. tE.em. 

I 

1&. (.c) Chtmi cc'.l s . 

a. Durin~ the reporting pt:riod sevc.re.l chcmiclll operc.tioflS 
were conductc:d ~mnlo i~g the. nanpnck pE.:rsonncl d·tE.:ctor "people sniffui" 
and· E-'158 CS Clustn I· Fl~.mt. opt.re:tions 111e:rt.: lim!I. ted to those conductod 
by No.val !issaul t cro. t sup-'-Orting coob3t oper£1.tirns, Nd' chemical dofo­
liation missions wcrc.init1~·1;-E:d or rcqu<.stcd by he ·MRF during the 
pl·riod, 

b. Mnnp~ck Pcrsonnc.,1 Dotc:c-t;or (MPD) • 

(1) 'l'~t. mo.npack_p~rsonnf.:l dc:te;,ctor, com.:monly known as the 
people sniffer, _is a tp.ach1no dos1gncd to rogister ammonia .'Vapors _gi von 
;off by the human body thru th(; metabolic p?!occss, Tho-.-niachino is ·om­
ployc:d w1 th two individuals in an UH-lD hclicotitc;r • 'Tht> two accompany­
ing :p<.;rsonncl an rcquirt..d to monitor the instl'umt:nt 1:1.iid•··p1ot·1ts road·­
ings, lnd1cations of human prcsE.ncc ( hi•gh rEfading from the niachi·no)' -
aro radio(d to an a1rborno FAC, and arc subsequently rcceivod and proc­
OSS(;c!. by the Brigade ~-2. Significant readings ao not 9-~c~e .. tc th.st a 
giVt.'n number of pooplc arc present in the arta, stnca a~9rla'.-~f,poi's 
IJ!at be present i.n.an e.na .for a period from sovc.r~l·hoµr~ t~_-i:l,ays. 

. . (2). · '!'he. snit:t:7r has _bum _e;n!ploytd f ~s a~ 1~ntf.;l_l1gt.~co 
gathering device, ~est results havc~bu::n 'obtalncd whE.h us(:'d early in 
the· morning or aftt:.~ a li~ht re.in, The· arc:a to . be sniffed. must bf.l ono 
in Which then is a ,low dt.nsity of indigonous prirson ... r-ic.l,. sincv--tho .ma-
ehino 1s unablt:. to distinguish bctwcc:,n fril:ndly 1and cnt'aiy' pE.:rsonntl, 
It was t;.ound,,. tbf.t. smolro from purnin,g t;rus or pru~h Will rce;iS:ttr max­
idun_ rf.'adings on tht'.. machiriei It w111 _also pick up and rEJgistc:r smoko 
from artillery or ·B-52 stril!:c:s. Mnny .~:ri.a.s. of t;h(; Delta -arc un,satis­
tactory for sn~ffing dut: to large conccntr-s.tion1 of na.t1 vc ptrsonnc1,·· 
During a recent op€rlo'.tion, !]laximum rendings wcrt· obt;ainc.d in the v1o-
1ni ty of XSJ84095 for three passes, On the fourth pass the aircraft 
was engaged and the co~pilot wounded, Troops woro doploy to the area 
and ongagE.:d by an cstim"t£.d VC platoon; rc:sul ts iarc unknown. It has . I 
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been dt;tc rmint'd th~.t thL sniffLr is b<:st cmployed as on aru1 surveil­
lance machinl', instrcad of restrictil'lg it to ont. grid square or short 
distr:.ncc.:s. This is b(;c".usc at 60 .. 85 knots thc.: sniffer Will register 
readings 'lbout 300 mE.:°tcrs beyond the target, One of the larg£lst main­
tenance pr.oblf.ms cncount£;rt.d, was th(; lo.clc of rt.p.<:tir parts in aountry. 
Bc•c~usc it is currently an c._jcp<.ri~cntal 1 tern, all repair parts must bo 
ordc:rtd dinctly from factorl.Ls in CONUS, This makt: s the average 11down 
time" for sniffers ~bout three weeks. At the end of the quarter, tho 
Brig"l.dO S-2 assumt.d tho rcsoonsi b1li ty of staff supt:.rvision for plan­
ning sniffer missions. The S-2 outl1nf.s art.as for sniffer missions· 
based on other i~tellig€ncc data collectcd., Members of th~ S-2 section 
Will also obtain on-thEJ-job tra1n1n~ with tho m.1:1.chin€Js, and eventually 
ass~st the, Brige.do ch€mical officer_ in employing the mach_inss. 

c. E-158 Clustcrs. 

The E-158 CS Cluster can be an effective munition if em­
ployed proncrly With favorable climatic conditions. It is an ~xp£r-
1me;ntal munition, recently dcvt::lop<;d ·and currently 'ooing employt'd in 
Vietnam. The E-158 CS Clust<:r :·has the- capab1li ty of disseminntlng 
onough CS to cover a footbe.l f1tld t-rith a good cloud of cs, It he.s boon 
found that the E-158 is tffcctivo whon ust.d against troops in bt~:.ikors · 
or for flushing p(:rsonncl out of thick vegetation.· The prime.ry limi ta­
tion E.:ncountcrtd 1s using the E-158 is thE. ncathor. earful considcratbn 
must be given to Wind conditions. An untimely Wind chango could bring 
much discomfort to· thl- troops and placo the op()ra.tion in serious joop.. 
ardy, FiE..ld protcctivo masks m~st be worn during any opt;ration1 when 
CS is plannod:for ucc. At loast one pilot must bo wearing a pilot's · 
protective mask while flying on a gas mission. It was found that tho 
agt:,nt may rise up to 1000 fu:t and still causE:. irritation.- It was 
also lcarnod that weather adversoly effects this munition, Tho timing 
and initiating mocha.n1sms tend to rust, thereby resulting in "dud1' 

rounds,, The munition must bo kopt in its plastic and foil wrappers .. 
until tho tactical si tue.tion calls for its (,mploymcnt. 

d. Employrnt.nt of flrunc against cnE.my positions. 

(1) During sE..vLrnl opcr~.tions, MRF unit's have made con­
tact with t'nq1y clt.mt.nts in fortif1E.d positions, During thosE.' engage­
ments, whe,n frit..ndly uni ts were 1n close contact, convt ntional firo 
could not be brought close enough to bE.: offcctiv~ in reducing thE.. for­
tified pos1 tions • In thl sc instances, the ·use of portable flamo t:tm,w .. 
crs (PFI') should bt considE:>nd. In order to provide this cr,i.pab1li ty 
each manE.uvcr battalion of tht Brigad~ organized a flame thrower sca­
tion With tho following oquipmtnt, four PFI's, one M27 service kit and 
ono 3.5 CFM compressor. One gunner and assistant. gunnc:r WLrt: trained 
for each flame thrower. 

( 2) During this n:port1ng pc:riod, the infantry battalions 
did not e;m~loy porte.bl(· flame throwers. Naval asseul t boa.ts oquippod 

.. 
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With two M-1J2 fl.9.mt' turn nts wen. E.m11loyt d (XtE:. ns1 vt. ly in su,:,port of 
ground forcE:s "nd Dlo~ 111.t<.ly e.mbush loc<".tionc. T;,o ft.ctors prc.,vcntod 
cmploymt nt of PFTs I t!1E:.'St ':'crt.· mn1ntt.na.ncc rt:.quin!.'1tnt and tht cumb<;r­
somc- '!Right of tht: PFT. To date thc· J-60th Inf.intr? has bad four PFTs 
1n m~intcn~nct Sinct 21 May 1968, The. J-47th Infantry hAs one PFT on 
rc.quisit1on ~nd thrtt:. distributtd to its com~ani(s, Tht 4-47th Infanby 
he.s had thrco PFTs in m~i.nt(:nP.ncE. sincE. 21 A~ril 1968, Tht port;:,blt. 
flame thrower· has certain limitations which must be. considcn:d before.. 
1 ts t.mploymt'nt. One 11ml t~1 tion is its weight ( 65 lbs lo::i.6.c.d) and a 
second is its firing tim<. (an•1roxim: tl-ly nine seconds), This weapon 
cannot bE. bF.ck-carriCd for an~, E:xtcnd td lX riod of time in thE. Del ta 
because of its weight, It must ,bE. in'¼roducE.d into the. AO by aircraft 
or boat, The.: nim.: s<.cond firing tim<.. duri::.nds th-:'.t thE. ope. :r ,tor choose 
his targE. carefully, OncE. tl1c. futl is 1,;xpcndE.d, the m.;"lpon is of no 
futurE.. ,t<'lctic&lly use anc. then.fore must b<. E.xtractt. d from th<. AO. 

11. (C) Signals 

a, During this n.i;,orting period, thE. princip'.ll m~er,s of ccm­
muniCAtions w1 thin thE. B:rie,.2dE., and ni th TF 117 and hiehcr hE:·~.:1~.uartors 
wore FM Voico Rt.dio e.nd a Joint (Army-Navy) singlo side: band. t/oj cc net. 
Occasionally, rf.l-tr2.nsr.iission s_tations were cmi:,loycd to s,U}',')Ort a.''1d 
provide co~.vnunications durin,'.:; combat op€.rations. Re-transm:iss.10 t'l sta­
tions were spc.:cifically t:.mnloyE.d during pE.riods of transit or When thf.l 
MRB wr-s distanc~ to thE. arc a of opE.lrf-.tion, Comrnunic2,tion~ dur i. ng this 
r£:porting pt·r1od "'trc E:XcE.llc.nt, and mo msjor problE:ms occurred. Sup­
plE.lmcntar;y corri:-tunice.tion suryp,-,rt was provided by the 9th Signal Bat­
talion, 

b, Soma of thE.. sis-ni f1 ce,nt signal acti vi tiE..s and improve-
ments IT1ade during the pE:riod arc as foll~ws 1 

( 1) An UHF voice nd ••re.s cstablisl1E.d in Jofnt tactical 
operation ct·ntt.r. ThE. systom 1·1as EJstablishE.'d to providE.. tlv.: Brigadc 1 s 
S-J Air ontration OfficE.r oommunic,,tions with all Army Avi,.,tion Assets 
support in~ comb8.t op(.re.tions. PrE..scntly an AN/MRC-107, 0,1 ti.;mporary 
loan from the Air ForoE.:, is inste.llE.d to providE., tl11s capnbili ty; the 
systf:im will be. rc1;lacc.d by an AN/VRC-24 Radio cur;nntly on r~qttisi tion, 

( 2) On 17 JunE., thE. Brig ·de c. st2.lJH sht.d its station in 
tho Division's single sidE. band voice nE.t, This providE.s thE. Brigade 
an cxct'llE.:nt cap'.'.bllity to communicatEJ With Division Rear· (Camp Martin 
Cox) ani;l Division Fon1ard (Dong Te,m Baso) wh<.n its disposition is not 
w.,tthin fffoctiv£.: ran.gt:. of thE. Division's operc.tions voico nE:Jt. The 

.. slnglt. sidE. be.nd voict nE.·t we.s usE.d E.xtcnsi vE.:ly whc.n-thG MRF was lo .. 
catE:.d in PHONG DINE: Province• . 

c, To alll viatE. ·co., unic:-:i.tions on th(.; Brigt-df.. •s F:M tactical 
voice nets, an AN/MRC-69 tcrroinal was loc?,tE.d linste.11(..d) on a LCM-8 
Boat which is E..mriloyc.d at the:. 3rigadc 1 s FSB, Activation of tho system 
into a shorc nodal point provides tE.:1£ phont· voice.: sE.rvicE. to th(; MHF's 
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JTOC, Division torw;,.rd TOC swi t~hboEtrd, Di vision G-J (REAR) and Di viSton 
Artillery. 

. · d. Re uc:sts for joint optration and numerical codes (US KAC 
266 and 270) he1i;c; occn approved for use by thL> Brigade. The codes Will 
bE:; used in conjunction With TF 117 which is prcs<.;ntly using thc.m, 
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SECTION II' 

Ltssons Lcorncd1 . 

Inf~ntry Division 
Control Sy.,bol 

Co'l.'l·•andcrs' Obsorv.?.tion, Ev~.lu!'.-t1ons -and Rccommcndfl.tions 

1. ( C) PERSONNEt 1 

a. ( C) Trans;:iortation for personnel•· 

Obscrve.tion, The.. MRF has been exp<. ricncing di'ff1cul­
t1cs in securing transport.,tion fo:r troop passcngc.rs when the }1RB is 
located away from a base Which cannot be rc;achcd by surfaco transport­
ation. 

Ev;:,.luation. Personnel departing the. MRB to go on. 
R&R arc often delayed scvcr&l days, and in the past havo b<.c:n unable 
to arrivE.: in timE: to depart on their schE:dulE.d flights. P<.rsomlC-1 
departing for DEROS purposc.:s arc often delayed, but since th(..y :,sually 
lcavo early, tht delay docs not affect them as much as those who ~~vo 
to meet a d€.;ad.11nc for t:1cil' flights. For those who hav(; ar:r'.lngcd. for 
their wives to mut t:1c.m at the R&R site, this results in a coo~1d.@r.sb1!l 
financial loss, to say nothing of thE.: sE.:rious moral<. probl~ro i t crcures, 
Pcrsonne:l 1u.1.ving for thE. purpose of conducting business h,;;sve. ,.-.1 :,.~. '..;cd 
as long as 3 days boforc transportation arriv<.d. At the p:relf nt \:imp, 
the ord(Jr of priority for pcrsontWl departing the MRB i~ ~s foU.o~Ts 1 
1. EmcrgE:'ncy ·Leave 2. R&R J. DEROS 4. Off1cie.l BusinE'.-.;5, Since 
tho Brige.dt.; usue.lly he.s only 2 or 3 flights per de.y, only t:h~ ll~oplo 
W1 th top priority get to loo.vE;. In nddi tion, Army Corres:pond ~nt'.S, koy 
G-2 pcrson:1cl (Intcrpctcrs, Etc) and visiting officials· r~cdve a top 
priority rating, second only to thosE; going on cmcrgLnc:r leave., During 
ono 7 day poriod tho.t tht MRB was away from Dong Tam, th~ lhie:al~ 
avcragtd 2.5 departing !)(Jrsonncl per day. Only through the c~o:peration 
of the: S-3 was the Brig2.de ablo to di VE:.rt an s.irmobill: co1-:,,;::..11~ .. to tho 
MRS to provide- transport'.:l.tion. Personnel returning !,rom lc.'eve- hc.vo the 
same problem. RccE:ntly tho Br1gad.,c rcccivcd 60 (rcplnctmc;~.t::.;i rt&R) -
tro'ops, by ship, who he.d b<.·cn Wai ting at Dong Tam for scvE.:ral days• 
This again pre st nts a sc.rious morale problE;m and also rt.duccs thE.· num~ 
bor of pooplo av3ilablo for uso in the fi~ld. · · 

Ro commendation, That two utility hel1coptE.rs .be, 
pa.aced at the disposal of the 2nd Brigade to alltJviatc its admin1stra­
t1vo transportation problems. 

2 • ( C).. OPEktATIONS 1 

a. (C) Attacking Fortifit.;d Postti9ns. 

Observation.- WhE:n conducting opor?.tions, in areas 
where thoro aro known or suspcctE:d. enemy fortifHd positions, 1 t 1s 
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important to employ the point clE.,r'\cnt or tho advancini Ui.'li t at a ro­
sonablc distanct so as to force the tnf.my to disclose his position pro­
matu~cly, 

Evalue.tion. Fortifhd positions an mostly always con­
structt.:d alon~ the tdgE.. of troo line c, and art.: roinforccd with mutual 
supporting firing positions or spider holes, The fortified positions 
arc norme.lly designed With a killing zone in one general direction, The 
average port of thcs£.; positions ar(. ap:-::,roximatoly oightE..on (18) to 

____ twenty-four (24) inchts above the ground level, - - ----------------~- -

If tht main body is close enough to be engaged at tho 
same time as the point, the.re is no nucl for a point. Tho point olQIOlt 
or scout tE..am must move in advance· und(:r thE.. cover of the platoon, us­
ually at the limits of visi bill ty and sun,~ortabili ty, Tho dcnsi ty of 
tho terrain should dictate the distance ootwcon tho point cltmont and 
the main body; in close terrain, this is purely a mattcr of judgement. 

------ --- When the point-e:lf.mc·nt is cnge.glJd, the grouhd commander must oo aggres­
sive and maneuver his force while suoporting by firo, Orily the ground 
comr.ie.ndor can· determine what 'diste.nce he can support by fire and still 
be free to mancuvcr, In doing so he must roalizo that fortified posi­
tions an: attackod by placing •dirc·ct fire on the ombrasurcs, maneuver­
ing to a flanlr, blinding thE.. '- n(.my' s visibility With artillory (HC) or 
grenades (WP), and asse.ulting With flame and explosives, If casualti~s 
rosult during the cngo.gE..mf.,nt of the point E..lomcnt, the main body must 
ondcavor to rctricvo .tho -&:oundc.d but not at tho r1Slt of exposing more 
men foolishly and ignoring the mission of destroying the l-nc:my. 

b. (C) Anti Ambush Procedures (Riverine) 

Observation. Most ambushes on waterways arc estab­
lished along curves or bends 1n tho river, 

Evaluation. An offcctivc anti-ambush measure aga1mt 
ambush positions located noar a bf.nd in tho ri V£.;r is to employ artlllmy 
and a1rstrikf.;s ( pn,forably napalm) on likely and known positions prior 
to cntc.ring thc ar(.;a, This 1s not always fcasiblt:. because of ground 
c-learanccs and compromising tht: route of movE:::mt.:nt, In add1 tion, light 
helicopter fire teams, when reconning over li!cly ambush positions, 
often discourage the enc.my ·to cngagt troop laflf n craft, Recent oxpor-
icnccs indicates the_t thE: enemy pre:ft:rs to en /:l.e;c asse.ult support craft 

mcnts, When the assault craft ar(.; movins wit ut aerial covoragc, it whe_n .. gunships- ar- E:--- not prov ___ id1n-g dirt ct covcra i durin.g ri vorino movo-
• it logical for €Jach assault boat to select an' rca for re conning by 

fire or supprLssing (.;ntmy fires, This provid - a groatE:;r and moro 
---·-offcctivc-d1Spcrsion--rn£.;thod for returning fir· or roconn1ng by firo. 

Once an ambush is cncountcrE..d, it i~ essential to accurately locat~d 
and mark the ambush, At tho samctimo, all availabl(. fires must bo 
brought to bear on thf.: onemy, suppressing his in1 tial fires and dis­
couraging him to c.ontinuc tho ambush, 
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o. ( C) Cultural Dramri TE::am 

Observation, A Victn~mesc Cultural.Drama Team can oo 
used in conjunction with a l-IBDC.i-i.P/DENTC.tlP and a dcf1n1 tc bcnofi t can 
bo obtained, 

Evaluation, On po.st MEDCAP/DENTC.11.Ps tl'icn; has been a 
dofinitE.: lack of control among thE. civilian populace l;Vtn through ln­
tcrpn·tcrs Wt:rli present. The ci vilis.ns havt; an overwhelming curious-
1 ty and will crowd around. th'- doctors and dentists affording them. 
11 ttle room in which to work, Burini a recent CIVAC operation, it was 
observed that V1ttna."1csc aro fond of munical programs, The ID!:mb'-rs of 
tho drama t(;am crcat<. a divc:rsion with their skits, and th8rt:forc can 
assist in keeping the people, especially thl: children, E.;ntcrtainlld and 
away from the: doctor .and dentist, The civilians seem to bt: greatly en­
thused oy thoir shows e.nd more control and better working conditions 
would bt crcat<.d, · · 

Recommendation, Tho use of a Vietnamese Cultural 
Drama Team .be E.:mployc.d in conjunction tri th MEDCAPS/DE:t--TTCAPS whtn avan­
ablo, 

· d, ( C) •Ni3ht Operations ( Combat Patrols) 

Obscrv:;:.tion. C:on:mandcrs and small unit ].( e.dcrs must 
insure that mcmbors of patrols op'-rating in swnmpa or riverine environ­
ment arc o.l;,lc to me.n(;uvc.;r thcmsclv~s in the water, 

Eva.luatic . During t~c conduct of a night ambush pat­
rol f1vt ml.mb(rs of thl p['.trol drowned while attlmpt1n.g to l-mbark an 
assault support ~~trol boat (ASPB), It was later dctc.;rc.incd that nono 
of the drowning .victims could swim, or was cquipDc.d with e. lift pro­
etrvor-. Other factors having consid'-rablL 1nflucnc'- on the incident 
wore, 

( 1) 
was br1'- fly cn:;e:gLd by. 
orow and .the patrol to 

( 2) 
flack jackets end web 
watcr. 

Prior .to and during the extraction, the patrol 
enemy small arms fire, this caused both tho·b:,a.t 
be disorgcnizo in cxE:cutir13. tho .cxtraetiol' .• 

Individual's gear consist~d of steel helmets, 
gr,a.r which hindcre:d tht• patrol's movt..me.:nt in the 

(J) No r,,rior trainin3 had b!.on rc·cE:ivt.d 1n A.8PB 
night boardin3 proccdurt:s • 

(4) Half of tho patrol mombe~s woro glassos and tho 
muddy wa.tt.:r splashing on t 11E.:ir glasses rcducf.:d their visabili ty. 

(5) None of the patrol mcmbo~s woro life jack~ts. 

1) 
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Recomml nd;,tio;-1s. 

(1) Prior to inlti,0.tir..,; a pe~rol in a rivt,ri:10 on­
virorlI!lt nt M.rt:ful coasidcration shoul6. :,c Si "'!-:.1 tc.i pairing off r..on­
swimmt:rs w~ tr. strong swimn:crs, thF;rcby os-=e.')llshing tht b;.iddy syst ... m, 
Non-sw1mmt;:.s should oo cqdppt..d w1 ch lifn Jack~ ts. 

(2} Small boe;t ;raining, With omphasls on night load­
ing and unloe.cling tcc'1niqut.s, should bt: taught prior to conducting op­
orations involving small craft, 

(J} Equipmtnt should bt tailor(;d to tht.. mission and 
the onvironmcnt. 

( 4) A review and rchorsal of all pr.occduros and 
tactics be made prior to t.hc oporation. 

c. (C) E1nploy1l!E.nt of tho MK-J.'.3 Fragmc:r1tation Grtne.do. 

Obso.rva~ion. Tht: MK-J.'.3 fr?.Qll(:nt;_ tion gr(Jnado may 
cause self inflicttd wounds Wl1l!1. ill!propc:rly (;mployC;d, 

. Evaluation. The MK-JJ GrE;ns.dt.. !1as an offoctivo ce.su-
alty producin~ radius of JO meters. The grenade is well constructE;d, 
and it is a dcfini t(l assE t in dcstroyifl8 thE.; c·m . .ny. On st:;vcral occas­
ions, the grenade has b~cn cmploytd.to destroy unoccupied tnemy bunn::rs, 
However, t:mploymont of the grt:na.dc in that manner rcsultc.d in friendly 
casualties.due to its incrt:ascd bursting radius. Th(; MK-JJ grenade · 
should .aot be tm')loytd as a means for destroying empty bunkers. The 
grc;nadc is extremely £-ffc.ctivc for the purpost: for which it was dosign­
od, ThE.; arming dt:vicc. providc;s ample time for the. grc.nado to be toss 
and protective mc.asurcs taken, 

· Rccornrn( ndation, That a progrt:i.m of instruction and 
tre.in1nr; b<. · prE.:st ntc.d in all u.ni ts concerning c;rnuloym.t nt of the MK-JJ 
fragm(ntation grtnedo, 

f. · (C) Ident1:f'yin~ l'rt-apons of casualtiE:.s, 

Observation, Durin~· mE:dic2l t:va.cui::tion from the 
battle an·a, wtaDons of c2.sua1 tit:s arc often mislocatcd. 

· Evaluationi ThQ task of rccovtrinc; ,W£-•a:,,ons from 
battle casualth·s has provln to be. difficult at ini:;E.:rve.ls. Unnecessary 
confusion can n sul t in idt:ntifying those. t·H.a-pons ~-;:1ich art to be ev­
acuat€.d. Sometimes t!K ~-rrong wcaryons arc collected btce.use of s€lvore.l 
factors, 1.0. the. SE..'r!.a.l nurobE.r is not rc.,adily avE..ile.blt, th€J un1t•s · 
desire to continue its •.J1~ration, e.nd the act of rcdi;stri bu ting woap:ins 
Within the unit, A workable. solution to alltviatc.th1s probhm is to 
mark tach Wt:auon wl th a dcsignatt..d number. Th£. markint can include 
the unit dc.signation and should be stcnciltd usin~ paint to prccludo 
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rubbing or wee.ring off. Th~ w,,apon can be me.r!«.:d on -\. ts stock, making 
it <:asily r<:ad. One(, a ~-rcapon he.s bu·n <..vacua.tcd, im.mcdiato adminis­
trative action should bL 1nitiat&d to record its disp~sition, 
J, TRAINING, Nono. 

INTELLIGENCE• None. 

;. (C) LOGISTICS1 

a. ( C) Rt:supi_,lying Fi<..ld. Units. 

Observation. Resupply activ1t1~s during combat oper­
. at1ons can be e;xptd1 t(l 1f thl k1 ts are properly prf.Jparcd, 

Evlluation. If at all fcasibll units should bt: rc­
supp11£'d prior to the hours of darkness, this will allow units to 
establish and properly secure a land zone (when rr.coi ving resupply by 
a1r), and will further permit the. unit to displact; to a new location 
after receiving its sun->lies. Whc·n tho tactical situation doos not 
permit resupply prior to darkness, units• should b(.. provided tho essen­
tials of ammunition and rations (to include wat~r), Howover, tho re­
supply kits must b(; of the minimum, Froquently th€J cnE1my will avoid 
contact with tho ground forces, until they are; in the procas1:1 of ro .. 
e-civing night rosup"!?lY kits, At Whioh tim£..- both tht:; ground forco and 
resupply hc.licoptcrs arc cngc.god or harassE.;d with small arms and auto­
matic weapons fire, Thero arc many basic procedur~s that will assist 
in cxpcdi ting rcsup·,,ly opcr~tions. Ono which has been omphasizcd in 
riverine o_JX;rations 1s that of displacing tht:; night r~supply kits to a 
pick up zono in the vicinity of tho FSB for subsE.;quc.nt airlift into the 
AO, The ~uoplios must be neatly arranged and properly marked with tho 
units designation. Prior to intitiating resupply by air, tho pilots 
must be Briefed as to the units disposition, fr£;qu(,ncy and_ call sign. 

7, ~1 Nono 



. ~~ OP/.mu>>x~ UNCLASSIFIED,· 

AVDE-47HH-A 
SUBJECT, Ol)(lrattonlr Rcnort of 2nd Brigedc, 9th Inf~ntry Division 
.· for Period Ending JO July 1968, Report Com,rol Symbol 

CSFOR-6 5 ( R1) 

SI:!CTI01·! III 

Headqu".rtl'rs, Dcpartmfnt of the: Army survey information, Lessons 
Learned from omnloyrocnt of tactical cover and doco~tion. 

I 
I 

· Obsl'rve.tion. The: Mobile Ri verinc ForcE'. conste.ntly ondoavor to 
achieve thctictiM.l olomcnt of surprise whLn planning and oxocuting 
strike ar.d riverine opt:;rat1ons. · 

. Evaluation, The act of achieving tactical surprise is rarely 
obtaino~ Whtn varly coordination is uff~cttd for AO's and specified 
str1ko zones, Oftcntimt·s, this oarly coordination and dis£-mination of 
opt;ration plans tE.nd to provide the enemy With the opportunity to ob­
tain advance or prior we.rning of tho intended te.r.gtt or AO, Once an 
operation is initiattd, movement of tho river assault craft to.and 
Within the _AO must b(; dcccpti vc until the: C:Xtcution of beach assaults 
by infantry clc:nl.f.nts. Ns.turally, deceptive movE.ment to and within the 
AO is contingtnt upon cxistin3 and navigable. watcriwys, If prior know­
ledge of tht achene: of mancuvtr !s obtained by the c.ncmy, the probab­
ility of cncounttring ambush(S along waterways is extremely high, In 
addition, th£: rnan(.uvc:r be.ttalions Will ci thtr find an absence of unl t 
size tnLmy forces or tht romnants of his dclayjng forct,s. 

There· arc n, concrete solutions for achic. ving tht• desired cl­
ement of surprist, It is realized that the vtry nature of the enemy 
and his tactics, will not always -pcrmi t maneuvering t.lt:ments to locato, 
fix and destroy him in tho most cxpodi tious manner, HoHcvt·r, the MRF 
employs a variety of dcccptivc. measures to deny the tnemy a comprchon­
sivo evaluation of tis tactics, Nc.w tcchniqu£-s cmi;,loyed ar'11 

a. V.arjring the: .pattorn of oporations 'by changing 
the times of e.ttP.c!cs. Pre-dawn lr•.ndings as well as midday landings 
art initiated to alter the pattern of attacks, 

b, R( ,_utsting stvcrr.:l or an (.,Xtrt.:mcly large AO( s) 
for each operation plann,d. 

c, Relocating tho MRB sGvcral kilomttors (i,c, 10 
or more) from the im1J1EJdiate AO during.tactical op£rations. 

d~ ·Deceptive movement of river assault craft to and 
throughout waterways in AOs other than the intended AO, 

e. Executing rnultinlo riv£rinc and airmobilc 1nscr .. 
tions using th£.; ctcaglE.: float" and 11 ,a:~1£. Flight" techniques rcspccti \Cly, 

f, Deploying menE.uvtr bettF'.lions into the AO prior 
to c·stablishmtnt of a FSB. This nqu1rc.s coordination for f.ro-ploymcnt 
or ARVN or oth£.r U,S, artillC:ry fire. supoort for t:'lt msnE::UV£.r battali:nS 
until the Brigade's DS unit has t.stablisntd its FSB, 

to disiminatc 
g, Collaborating with sector and district adviSors 

d.cceptivo information. . 

-~ 6J6j g tty;g:a; e lp48, · ·• , .. , .... ~· 



~"?f1~€i'i997Jtc; · 
UNCLASSIFIED,. ORGANIUTIONAL STRUCTU& 

H.E:ru)QUARTERS, 2ND BRIG.J)E, 9TH INFA!-:TRY DIVISION 

1, Or5anio/Assigncd Units 

a, HHC, 2nd Brigado 

b. Jrd Battalion, 47th Infantry 

c. 4th Battalion, 47th Infantry 

d. Jrd Battalion, 60th J:nfantry 

2, Attached en1ts 

a. 47th Military History Detachment 

b, Team, 10th PSYOP Battalion 

J, Dlroct Supnort Units 

r. 

1. 

Inclosuro 1 

-lo. 

:£ 1,Jt t II 

Jrd Battalion, J4th Artille~y 

1097th Transportation Company (M~d. Boat) 

Jrd Plat, Co D, 15th Enginoor Batt2.l1on 

Dotachmcnt, Co B, 9th Signal Battalion 

Dotachmont, Co D, 9th Medical Battalion 

Detachment, Co A, 9th S&T Battalion 

Dotachmont, Co E, 709th Maint Battalion 

Dotachmcnt, 9th MI Company 

Dotachmont, 2nd Plat, 9th MP Company 

~cam, Finance Section, 9th Inf Division 

Postal Tcdm, AG Section, 9th Inf Division 

Team, 18th PIO Dotachmcnt 

,,.1- . 
. '7(J6.i.6!,~ sGtl:F?-d(· ·1 .--~~----
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ROSfi:R OF KEY Y::RSOi·f.~b· 

' (As of 25 July 1968) 

HEADQU.i.RT~iIB • 2ND BRIG~J)E 

POSITION 

Executive Officer 

Riverine Advisor 

S-2 

S-4 

Chemical Officer 

Signal. Officer 

CO, HHC 

Inclosuro 2 
-h 

.:TAJtl It 

NAME, GRADE, BRANCH, SN 

Robert E, Archer 
Colonel Inf 
038344 

Ishmael Pack 
LTC Inf 
067249 

John C, Conlin 
LTC USMC • 
061099 

Donn1s N, Workman 
lLT Inf 
05J4o121 

Carl E. Marwitz 
MAJ Inf 
089548 

Donald R, Uorelli 
MAJ Inf 
073799 

Goorgo 1, Giacoppo 
MAJ'. Cml 
090820 

Daniel L. Shaw 
lLT Cml 
05338577 

Aldorion E. Bclislo 
MAJ s1sc 
097799 

Will1am.J, Rooso Jr. 
CFT· Inf 
05228985 

f 
I 1 
I 



SUBOHD:NATE UNITS 

POSITION 

Jrd Bn, 47th Infantry 

4th Bn, 47th Infantry 

Jrd Bn, 60th Inf~ntry 

Jrd Bn, J4th Artillury 

William 
LTC 
06J9J2 

Lawrt;nco 
LTC 
067795 

F, Lackman Jr, 
Inf 

E, Bryan 
Inf 

Gcorsc 
LTC 
072929 

E, Marino 
Inf 

J'ack N, 
LTC 
071396 

/).1 

Morrit 
Arty 

,_ ~ 



GLOS,.,ARY OF TERMS 

AO• •••• An-abbreviation used to designate an ar£a of operations 
. for a combat operation; 

Assault Craft (Riverine) , ••• ·• A sorics of Naval assault craft 
which provide an important source of direct firo support 
to the infantry t.l~mc:nts, · l;lnd an afficif.;nt means of dol-
ivoring forcos to a targotcd ar(.;a. These craft includo1 
a. Armored troop carriers (ATCs)1 each of Which can car­

ry · an infantry platoon. 
b. Monitors: a shallow-draft, htrnvily arm£.:d fir£.:-support 

boat. 
CollI".iland and Communications Boat (CCB)1 similar in con­
struction to monitors and capablE.- of :providing noo­
Lssary control facilitit.s to the infantry battalions. 
Assa.ult Suns)ort Pe.trol Boe.ts (ASPBs) 1 Woll armed, but 
faster craft which providt. additional diroot-firo 
support to tht. infantry, conduct intE..rdiction patrols, 
and assist in rivcrino blocks. · 

11 ZIPPO" • • • • , The "ZIPPO" 1s a modifild Naval assault craft con-

.MRB • • • • 

taining two H-132 flame thro~·n.r turrets, This is t]:lo 
same flame turret that is mounted on an M-1JJ mechanized 
flemo thrower. Each fl~mt. gun hes a maximum range of 
approximately 180 m£.:tE.rs. Four 50 gallon ta"lks are con­
structed Within tht boat to.carry 200 gallons of thickon 
fuel. · 

• Mobile Rivcrino Bases Five ships formed a· Mobilo 
Rivcrino Base for tht.. Army - Navy Force, and provide 1t 
ropalr and logistic support, mossing nd berthing facil­
ities, office spe.cc· for staff sc,otions, and flight docks 
for htliooptors. ~io of the f1v~ ships provide control 
fa·e111ti(:S for MRF ope:retlons, one of thcsE:- 1 tho USS 
Bcqowah being the principal command and control facility 
of ·tht· force• Tho f1 vc ships of tht. MRB compose, 11 tor­
ally, a base of opvrations cqu1valcnt to a Brigade base 
oamp ashore• _____________________ .. _.___ . -- .-------------- -------- -·--

MRF, , • • • Mobil(: Riverine Forcer tho comh1ntd Army--Navy toam 
operiating e:.s e mobilt- strike force; in tht M(.,kong Delta. 

3TOC • •. • • • Joint Tactical Opt.rEl.t~ons Center I the combined .Army -
Navy OpC'r.,:,·1ons ccntor on the tJSS Bt.ncwo.h is the.• norvo 
center of fore~ activity, It monitors locnl stcurity 
operations for the MRB, rclnys tho orde;rs of tho forco 
commanders, kcops an up-to-date log of all MRF aotivitiss, 
and coordinates the work of subordinato units. 

·Inclosure 3 



RAS 

RAD 

MPD 

E-158 

CTSC 

FS:S-

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

, RlvLr ;.ssault Squ'.1dron; ~ squridrort ls coro 1~osLd of two 
R1vLr Ass8ult Div1s1ons, 

• Rivtr ,1.s'2..ult Division; n Nnvy unit or~·.nizc.d Wii;h 
su.ff1c1£ nt ri vcr nsseul t croft tc sup1;,ort £,n infantry 
battalion, 

• Th( manpack pLrsonhc.l dctc:ctor (MPD) 1s n m:1chinc dc­
signc.d to detect the presence: of pcrsonne,l in an area, 
The machinc ls constructed to sample and ngiste;r tho 
amount of a:nmonia vnpor gi v(•n off through the metabolic 
procoss, Tht:.: source of ammoniEl vnpor is normally urtno­
tion or perspiration from humnn body1 the vc.pors Will 
persist in an arta from a few hours to St:V(.;ral dnys, dv­
pcnding on local climatic conditions. ThE.: manpo.olc per­
sonnel dE:otor is commonly rrfcrrcd tons the "People 
Sn1ffor" • 

, . , The E-158 "CS" Cannister Cluster is a munition do­
signed to employ tht, 1rri tnnt ag<-nt "CS 11 frolll fix-wing 
aircr~ft or helicopter, The E-158 provides the com~andor 
an offccti vc m!:nns to disseminate the irri t~mt ngc n~ in 
support of ground forces. •It consists· of 264 CS cannis­
ters o.nd c.ffeotivcly covc.r an area o.bout th1. size of n 
footbnll fit.ld, The E-158 l~unohc.r mo.y b(; employed from 
heights of 700 to 1400 feot, 

• • Combim d te.cticr.>.l scrcc.nins ccntc;r, .A faoili ty 
cste>.blishcd at tlic Brigndo's fir( sup0)ort bnsc. where do-. 
tainccs o.r£. proocss(.;d and intcrro.ge.tcd, 

. . , . . FirL Support Enso. 
,/ . 

MEDCAP , ••• , Medical Civic Action Program designed to improve or 
provide medical assist$noc to isolate populations of 

·south Vietnam. 

DENTCAP • • • • • Dental Civic Action Program d£.sign(d to imp1ovc 
or provide dental assistance to isolat(d populations of 
South Vietnam • 

IC1 • e e I • Innoctnt Civilians, Thos£.· loce.l inhabi te.nts apprf.'hcnd­
E.d during conib -t oper::-.tions, who_ wore substqut ntly re­
leased after interrogation. 

Hoal th Packs , ••• , Com1nodi ty packages containing the following, 
Shower sho(.;s, Washcloths, Soap, Combs, Toothbrush, Tooth­
paste and a dcntal hygiono lcsflct which arc distributed 
during MEDCaPS/DBNTCA~s. 

Cultural Drama Tce.m • • • , • A group of -Viotnamcsc persons consist­
ing of singvrs, musicians and commcdians who participat0 
with Allied Forocs to assist in Winning th<- support of 
the, populace for thL GVN, · 



i/ 

/ 

psrops • • • I I w,ycholoe;ical Ope.rations. 
Cplf,.C • • • • I C1 vie .Action 

RF • t I • • Rc.g1ons.l Forct;s, South Vietnam. 
PF • • • • • Popular Forces, South Viutnam, 

Chiou Hoi • • • , • Tht: Op(.n arms pro.gram under trhich VC aro pormi t­
tod to re. turn to the GV?l and be ·"rcatcd as oqual ci tiZfJns 
1nstoad of prisonors of trar. 

Hoi Chanh •• , , • Th~ name e1v~n to.a form~r VC after ho has 
rallied by moans of the Chiou Hoi Prosram. 

Impact Team • • • , • (Improvc-mc.nt Action Team). A team consists 
of a lioutonant, NCO and intt;rprttCir. The; mission of 
the. toam 1s to prov1d<: technical and tactical adviso 
necessary· to improve and upsredc RF and PF Outposts • 

.. 
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Operational Report - Lessons Learned,· HQ, 9th Infantry Division (U) 
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Experiences of unit en2a2ed in counterinsur2encv ooerations 1 May - 31 Jul 68 
,, AU TM0 .. 191 (,Int,__.• •Idelle lttlll•I, i.■I ,w,-.J 

., 
CG, 9th Infantry Division 

; 

S, "1:Jll'O"T OAT& 7e. TOTAL MO, Ofl" JtAGt:S r6• NO. o.- .. £ .. I 

20 Au2ust 1968 132 
M, CONT .. ACT O" GIIIIANT HO, ... O"IQIHATOWS M£PORT NUMf'lll;Pll!U 

·• illlfll:OJ~CT NO. 683300 

.. N/A N. OT .. ICA fllllf!POfllT NOfSI (Anr olJt•r numWr■ tll•t m.y !,,. •••l,,,•d "''· ,.,,..,., 
ti. 

10, OISTAlaUTION ITA'fl:M!:NT 

11, SUP-\.CME.NTA"Y NOTCI U, ... OHSO"INC MU-.ITAIIIIY ACTIYITV 

N/A OACSFOR, DA, WaJhington, D.C. 20310 

I.I. A8ITPU1CT 

... 

132 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Srcunty Cla:il~uh-:ahon 

/ 
I 



;Jt/ 
The following items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned 
Index: 

ITEM 1 

* SUBJECT TITLE ______________________ _ 

** FOR OT UT II 

***PAGE# 

ITEM 2 

SUBJECT TITLE ____________ _.; __ ....;... ______ ..... 

FOR OT UT # 

PAGE fl 

ITEM 3 

SUBJECT TITLE -------------------.---­

FOR OT UT # 

PAGE II 
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SUBJECT TITLE 

FOR OT UT II 

PAGE II 

-----------

-----------------------
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