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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310 !
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AGAM-P (M) (28 Jan 69) FOR OT UT 684158 - 3 February 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1968 (U)
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lQ. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
ith paragraph 5b, AR 525-15, Evaluations and corrective actions should
e reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
mf receipt of covering letter,

2., Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the

roy realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-
icens.

; 3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned

¢ Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
o Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the
: reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the

¢ attached report are encourdged to recommend items from it for inclusion
in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided
at the end of this report.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: ST e e
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%’.u% G 4: ) /ih\!‘“.:'a“i"*r"""-""“
! Inel KENNETH G. WICKHAM {;.. FEB
as Major General, USA EL
The Adjutant General e e L
DISTRIBUTION: - _ A

.Commanding Generals

US Continental Army Command

US Army Combat Developments Command
Commandants

US Army War College

US Army Command and General Staff College

US Army Adjutant General School

US Army Air Defense School

US Army Armor School ‘ raccifi .
us Arm; Artillery and Missile School Regraded l{ﬂCla.Ssmw When separated
US Army Aviation School from classified inclosure.
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SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATICN AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18
U.5.C,, SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
I;S CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LANW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications aor other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with 2 defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S, Goverament
thereby tncurs no responsibility, nor any oblfgation whatsgever; and
the tact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way bhe related thereto. ST P




™
g~ - - C i

——— = e

DISTRIBUTION (Cont rd)
US Army Chemical School
US Army Civil Affairs School
US Army Engineer School
US Army Infantry School
US Army Intelligence School
US Army Medical Field Service School
US Army Military Police School
US Army Missile and Munitions School
US Army Ordnance School
US Army Quartermaster School
US Army Signal School
US Army Southeastern Signal School
US Army Special Warfare School
US Army Transportation School

Coples furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Cnilef of Engineers
Chief of Research and Development
Assistant Chiefs of Staff
The Surgeon General
OSD(SA), Assistant for Southeast Asia Forces
Director, Weapons Systems Evaluation Group
Defense Documentaticn Center
Security Officer, Hudson Instfitute
Research Analysis Corporation
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Commanding Cenerals
US Army Weapons Command
US Army Flight Training Center
Commanding Officers
US Army Limited War Laboratory
US Army lLogistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency
US Army Aviation Test Activity
10th Combat Aviation Battaljon

s - i i e xs

L av
it 2 bk

I s m e rm,

e




CONFIDENTIAL

OEASTIE T F THE ARY
. HEALLUARTERS, 10TH CCRIAT AViSTION LATALTON
A0 San Francisco $6377

AVGD=AE S Novenber 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Rlepert of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Ending 31 October 196¢ RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (¥)

SEE DISTRIBUTICH

1. Section I, Operations: Significant Activities.

a. (C) General. ~iie mission of the 10th Combat fviation Bazttalion
¢id not change during this reporting period.

t. (U) Perscncel.

(1) Although er infusion took vlece in the lzst guerler within the
10th Dattalion, the battszlion suffered an ercessive loss of personnel
this gaoerter. The percentage of loss to those autiorized by TOE during

= ' the August ~ Ocvober 1566 perine is zs follows: ?
Officers: 53.3: : (6L, men) J

;; Worrant Cfficers: 24.7% (65 men) g
Enlistcd len: 35,30 (L39 men)

The 10th Combat Aviztion Bittalien ha- 32 Oificrs, S Warrant Of.dccrs, :
end 322 enlisted wen DERCS in the manth of October alone. In the month

of lovember the Tattalion will losc :n additional 12 Officers, 17 lWarrant 9
Officers, and 151 cnlisted ricn. Roplrccments have teen, fcr the most i
part, dircetly from flight scnool. Totsl replacements for the guarter B
were L Officers, €3 Worrunt C:ficers, end 356 cnlisted men. Of these, ~

22 Officcrs, L6 Wicrrant Officers, and 225 cnlisted men arrived in the
menth of October slone.

(c) There continues to e a nced for non-reted supply officers, 10S L
7614, within thc Battalion. The 2L3rd Assgult Bupport Helicopter Company
has not bcen avgnentcd with a TOE slot fur a supply cfficer. One company
is now short 2 sup.ly c. ficer and another ccmpany will DERCS the supply
officer on 12 Novemler 196t. This results in three avintors filling
supply officer positicns,

L e

Fort et CONFIDENTIAL DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD=-AE § MNoverber 1968
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report of 10th Cumbat .viction Battzlion for
Perioc Ending 31 Cetcber 1966 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(3) Chonges in com.end ena prinery staff positions were as follows:

{ ) On 13 hugust 196k, Mej-r Rotert E. Horris, 076197, assumad
corucend of the LOth Asseult Eelicopter Cempany froi Mejer Jerry L. Fo.ming,
075355,

{b) On 15 ALugust 1968, rajor increw J, Mller Jr., OFl02760, assumcd
gorrand of the 281st Asseult Helicopter Cusprny from LTC Deneld R
Ruskauff, 065371,

(e) On 9 September 1966, Major Jerry L. Fleming, 07535, cssumed
duties as the hattalion 8-3 frum LTC Rencld L. Boker, OLOO9E(Z.

(d) On 11 Septerber 1968, lajor Paul G. Stringer, 074542, essumed
cormand of the 19e¢nd isseuwlt Helicopter Company from Major Charles W,
arick, 07¢294.

(e} On 12 Scpterber 1966, Major Claude T. Ivey, 092420, assumed
cawmance of the Send Assault Helicopter Compeny from Major Bugene Co
killer, OLOLOLZ1.

(f) On 20 Septaboer 1946, M-jer Eggoerton T. Crouter, 073656, assumed
cunteanc of the 2u3rd Asseult Suppert Helicupter Company from Moj.r Betbuy
R. Lathem, 018682057,

() Cn 23 Septarber 196, Vajor John Be Recse, 0LOL3760, assumed
the dutics ¢s P-ttaliun S-U frem Coptein Jemes D. Covey, 05420130,

{h) ¢Cn 20 Ocirber 1988, iajor Mbert B, James, OF117197, assumed
the duties os the Batuzlion §-1 frum Mgjor Bobby E. Sinclair, OF1096L2.

{1) On 2B Oct-bar 1968, C-rptein 4illiew D. Killgcre, 05479, assumed
the cuties s the Battzlion 8-2 fi.m Majer Petrick D. Stuckton, 055157L.

(L) TUnit strcensths as f 31 Octuber 198E. *(incl 1).
c¢. (C) Intelligoncce
(1) Physicsl Sccurity: Cuntinucus imprcvement of installation

deienses threwhout the 10th Combet fviation Battalion marked this
reperting perioce.

\&) Better quality perinicter lighting hes becn installed at critical
creas zlong the sectors of the Dong Ba Thin perimeter for which the
Fattalion is responsible. Additionel councertina fencing has been crected
in the lLgacquartcrs arect.

CONFIDENTIAL

2

.

Jroregn

o vt oo — oA 4 N WL




v——

NP PE N SR

. - - o~ - B S g
CONFIDENTIAL
LVGD=4LE S veonb-r 1968
SURJECT: Operati.nal “cport <L 10%h Cont-t ,virti-n Er t .alizn for

Perivd En.én; 31 Oct-ber 196L pﬂs PcFoq-us (r1) (W)

(b) Thc 155th isseult L.licopter Cungeny ot Ton Ke Thu“t-, RV,
sraeatly improved thoir physical security facilitics uurmg he lc.st,
querter. lcre ccncertina berri rs were cunstructicd, addiiiinal clay-
more nines and trip-fleares hove beql. pusitiocner srcounc the perincter,
new enc more efficient perincter 1i- hting was instelled, ond five new
bunkcrs were cunstructaeCe A 20 men awmentsoticn foree wee orf. nizec and
cdeployed tu 3Ban Me Thuot tc assist in the construction.

(¢) Intclli; ence and Counter-Intelligences During this querter, ‘

attacks on fricn:ly inst~llations w.o initiatec mestly t:— lecay firce
Viet Coeng.

(a) There were two ttacks on the 281st Asscult Helicopter Cenmpany
at Yhe Tren;, RVN: One morter ond cne 75mm recciless rifle attack. The
first atteck crused nincr <ames ¢ to wne circraft. The seconc caused
neg ative cCanagco :

() The 15Sth 4sseult Helic.pter Company ot Eon e Thuct, RV, was ’
attackec three tiies durin; thc gquarter: One le<mm recket, one 75mm 1
recuilless rifle, and one wmertar attsck in conjuncti-n with a sappe 4

team probe. One avictor was slichtly injurer anc three UH-1H aircraft i
receivec riner canics ¢ <urdin; the first attack. The sccond attack caused A
miner camcre to threc Ltk Infentry Division circraft, Agcin (uring the

third attack three VH-1 ddrereft rce.ived rdncr <emare. Ko mojor <ormapod

te airersft or fecilitlcs was inflicted by cither attack. 3

(¢) &n Evesion and BEscape SOP hes been campleted zni perscnnel are
recelving increased instructi-n on E & E. The imosrtance of SAEDA is
teing roemphasizec. Personrel leavin; country ¢n R & R reccive a apecial
SLENS. bricfing prior to (cportures

d (C) Cperatiins.

(1) Plenss At the clese of the reperting period the 10th Combat
aviation Bettalion is cumizning and ccurdineting the missions <f its .
assigmed units from its bese cemp at Dung Ba Thin, RVN. The Fcrward ¥
Teactical Operati ns Center wes (isnliced to Ban Me Thuot on 2L Awust H
19668 to cormane end contrel 17th Contat Avietion Group asscts committed
tv Tesk Force Speiler. Vith the ternineticn of Task Ferce Spoiler on
27 Octcber 196L, the charo TOC was returnec to Dony Ba Thin on 29
Octuober 196(:.

(2) Opcroticns: Units of the 10th Combat Aviaticn Battalion continue
t¢ provice avaeticn sup:.crt throuw hout the seven southern provinces of
the II Corps Tectical Zvnc. The Battelicn cuntinuves its sup, ort to Tesk
Ferce South, a juint US, LRV of gration in the Lclat, Ece Loc, Phen Thiet
aree, sup;crting A3WN Ran. .r anc Infentry units in eddition to sup ort
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-LE v Novater 196G
SURJECTs Operational Report of 10th Cumbat Aviation Battelion for
Period Encing 31 October 15686 RCS CSFOR-65 {R1) (V)

‘ provided to the 9th ROK Infentry Nivision (White Horse), the 22nd and

) 23rd 1VN Divislons, Sth Specicl Forces end genercl support missions
throughout the lettclion sren of operation. No unit displacements heve
crupres Vtring t.e quarten The 92nd 4ss-ult Helicopter Campony
continucs to maintcin o bese ernmp et Dong Ra Thin but supports elemente
of Tosk Force South fram its forwerd area locoted ot Pno Loc, The
Battzlion coordincted aviation support of Tosk Force Spoiler et Bon Me
Thuot providec by elements of the 52nd Combat .iviation Sattalion and
26Eth Camvat Aviation Fattalion of the 17th Combat Aviation (roup. Task
Force Spoiler wes forued in the early hours of the Battle of Cuc Lep end
10th Caubet Aviction Dattelion wes tasked to provide the Army Aviection
Llement to coordincte overall aviction rssctse

{(a) Operation~l rcsults of support to Task Force 3poiler by 17th
Corbcot Aviction Crovp clcments uncer the operctioncl control of the 10th
Coitet Avic tion Bottalion ore es showns

Sortics Troops Carpo Lifted Enemy Structures Sampans
Flown Lifted (tons) KBA Dam Dest Diam Nest
b, 768 Li,tsL  (,688 Unconfirmed 0 0

(b) Operations of the Lfth &ssault Helicopter Company: The LEth
AHC continued its direct support rcle of the 9th ROK Infantry NDivision
inclucing command end control, daily resupply, comkat esseults, oxtrac-
tions, administrative trcop movaments, VIP trensport, ccnvey cover,
ruconneissence, cnd d-cticnl cnergencics. Supoort ves elsc rendered on
an individusl rcguest bisis to US and ARVN units. The missions ineluded
recicrl evreurtion, gunsidp support rnd cssistrnce to cutlying cutposts.
During the quert.r, thc “hite Ferse ROK Infentry Divisicn, supperted by
the LEth AFC, killed €50 cncmy ond capturced L. ‘lorpons c-ptured: 213
¢ren-des, 130 sm-ll crms, 10 mechine fvns, 9 mertors, 9 B-LO rockets, L
radics ond 22,321 rounds of amcll crvs emaunition. A total of 32,577
s.rtics were fl.wn, 51,379 troups treansported end 2,605 tins of cargc
lifted by the L6th 4HC. . rc then 2400 troups «f the 26th ROK Infantry
Regiment were airlifted by the L8th AHC during offensive cperaticns in
t.. 2htii Reiuint's LC resulting in 26 VC KT4, 1 PCW, and the capture of
1L smell ams end 10 grenedese More than 3000 troups of the 29th ROK
Infantry Regiment were oadrliftcd by the L8th JHC curing cffcnsive
operstions in the 29th 2egiment's 40, resulting in 22 VC KIA end tho
capture «f 1z small nrms ead 22 [ rcnzdes. Ninc Viet Cong were returned
tc g.vernment c.ntrcl uncer the "Opem Arms® progrem. Over 1400 trccps of
the 30th 20K Infentry Repiment wore cirliftcd by the LBth LBC curing
offensive cperaticns in thc 30th Regiment's L0 resuvlting in 92 VC KI. .
end the cepture of 12 smell arms enc 19 grenadess In acditicn 21l three
rciiments participrtod in a ¢iviesion sized cirmcbile esseult. This
cperstion YBakk MA 9% wo s precegCed by ¢ deceptive combet cssavlt west of
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' AVGD=AE S 1 ovencer 196€
SUBJ:CTs Operaticrial .e-cort of 1lUth Comtat [viation Fettalion for
Period Zncing 31 October 190t ":CS CSFOR-65 (R1) ()

Dong Ba Thin. On 13 Cctoter 196, “EA", 14 9" started with an airmotile
b asssult on the “Crand Sormet®™, FP 9{'.S. and other mountains south of iha
\ Trang, by the 30th "0 Infantry Zcfirent. The ottack wes bicked up by a
{ coordinrted grounc asssult by the 2€th cnd 29th rcginents to scrl off the
‘ bese of the mountein conplex. The purposc of this mission wes to close
with and destror the cnemy thet hos comin ted the erce for sev.rel yerrs.,
On 18 Octob.r 196E, 99 brrrcls of cicsel full were Cropped by VF-1 into
cn aree appraxiretily 300 weters by 100 nitcrs to te ignitiuc by TAC eir
dropping nepellm to burn awey the verctation ~nd oxposc the ¢rve entrences
for eagy entry, but this citfort fsilic beeruse the fucl Gic not burn,
(Sae Lessons Lo-rned S.ction II). On 22 October, CS bomis werc dropped
by U-1¥ on cncmy positions in an cffort to force hin to wiposc himsclf,
This tactic clso fzilec beerusce the hamemenc doevices nelifunctioned, (Sce
Soetion 1T, Lussons Locrned). “he cperation schicved the folloving
rosultss 360 VC KIA, 9 POW, crpivreds 92 smrll crms, 3/82um morters,
6/60mn morters, 9/R-LO rockets, ¢/HIC's, 8/1mts, L/AR's, 2¢,3¢1 rounds
of snell ~rms crumunition, 8L rounds cf misecllsncvus armunition, 160
hend grcnrdos, L redios, 22 riflc r.nrdcs, &nd 19 protective masks.
The L&th AC mcved 4,387 trce.ps curing the operction. The LEth AHC rlsc
accounted for 12 cnory killed Yy rir cduring the quorter.

(c) Oper-ticns of the 92nd lserult Helicopter Coumpeny: The prirary
missicn of the uwdt cootinue:. to to gencral sup.ort of the II Corps
Tretic:l Zonee This mdission tine wos divided between circet suppert to
Tesk Furec Scuth ¢nd goeneral supycort rissions t. IFFV.e 1inc 1ift ships
enc. four gunships were ¢ rmittec to TF S.uth frim 1 August thrugh 25
Oct.ber, when the committnunt wes refuvecc ty three liit ships ~nd two
gunships., These TF S.uth units inclucded the énd LRV Rangcr Group, 2nd
Bettelion, 503 Infentry, 173rd idrborne Brigcee, 3rc Specicl Forces units,
ene RF/PF units in Lan Tong (Bae Lec) and Truyen Duc (Drlat) Provinccs.
The 9<nd frecucntly 2ifto: aos mony es 1,000 U3 end SR trooeps ¢n simutane
ecus Hfts. The unit wes avementeo by mes fum heldie: ptaors of the 2L3rd
LSHC on thcse cccessions.  The 92ne (HC providice (£ily support in the
form cfs Commend cnd ¢ ontrcl -~ircroft, tr:.p lift, wxtractions, cumtat
- cssoulbs, rosupply, nmciiccl ovacur tions, LOF inscrti-ns ond cxtrectiuns,
"Snicpy™ rissi-ns, conviy c.ver, :nd gunship supe.rt. During the period
nony VIP's werce tronsp.rtud, inclu.ing the Secretery of the Novy and
Cencral Creifhten L. :sbresise The unit flew 3,249 hours, 3,559 tasks,
9,412 sortics, 13,810 troups were 1ift?, 289 tuns of cergc hauled, L3
nme desl eveocueticns perforric., ond cxpend ol 236,700 7.62:n r.ounds, 1,738
r.ckets, enc 2,3th LOmm roncics £for TF S.uth., In odditicn, the 92nc fHC
flew support for DSL II Corps (L. Lic, FPhan Rong, Dalet, and Nha Treng),
YLCV Mavy, end the 1€th BEnrincer Rrdgelo.  The 92nc (HC flew 2,166 heurs,
2,363 tosks, 6,276 scrtics; 9207 tr.ops were liftec, 192 tens -f cargo
heuled, 28 meciccl cvecuoticns performce, and expenciud 157,800 rickets
end 1,590 LOmn r.uncs in supuort  f thesc cctivities. The wnit's fun-
ghips alsc cwgmented the 155th JHC funs Curing the lattur pert f this
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CONFIDENTIAL '

AVGD-AE 9 b vember 1966 .
SUGJZCTs Cperational Teport of 10ti: Coibat Aviation Tattalion for
Perloc Frnding 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(@) Operations of the 155th Assault Felicopter Gompany: This
quarter was characterized by the committment of tho mejority of the
units aircraft in support of the 23ra ARVN Division and Lth Infantry
Divieion operations. Several mejor compeny end pletoon size operroions
vwere ecconplished. During periods betwecn 1ifts, numcrous Ecglc flights
were conducted throughout the Ban Me Tiuot arcse In eddition to support
provicoa to ARVN ond US Forces, the compeny furnishcd ¢nily an ~ircreft
for Quang Duc end liarl-c scctors. In sdoition to suprorting Task Force
Spoiler curing the Lettle of Tuc Lep, the 155th AHC accomplished major
lifts in :,ul ¥hon, Chuc lco :nd numcrous flights for Speeicl Forces
unites At 0105 hours on 23 Awgust 1960, the Battle of Due Lop begane
The 155th LHC, twenty-five milcs northecest, hod gunshios on strotion
within 30 minut¢s. Continucus ermod nclicupter support was provided
throughout the night. The unit provided 5 1ift ships ond 2 gunships
tc rednforce the beloaguered cutpests. Thie wes accomplished in
spite uf intcnsc grouna firc. On 2L fugust, 7 1ift ships cnd 2 srued
cscort holicepters were provided to reinfercce the tceseiged ferces. The
155th LHC ecntinuet throughout the quarter to suppert this witcl cction.
Unit adrcraft sust:ined mony hits cnd 3 were lost cuy to enomy ecticn.
Comticne ond control cirlift, ccmbet ossrults, pecple “sniffer®, fleore
ships, gunships, trucp 1ifts, extracticns, IRRP Cisylecensnts, wedical
evecuaticns, ceegle flights, rcfugeo movements, convoy cover, ond VIP flights
were anorg the wmcny roles the 155tu performed. One of these VIP flights
included trconsporting President Thicu, his stoff snd porty to Due l-p,
Unit eircr:ft flew 6693 hours, 21,22L sortics, 32,6L9 prsccng . rs were
lifted, 739 tons of cecrpo houled, 72 medevee's were performed, and the
¢unships were credited with 72 enumy killed. Thesa achicvements were
accamplished during edvcrsc weathers On 19 Ly ust; whilc engaged in 2
conbat £ssoult for B-23, Sth S.ccial Forecs, & UH-1C rcceived minor
drmeg e from two rounds of smcll arms firc, however ono crowmember wos
scriously wounde¢. [t 0700 hours on 23 fugust, one UH-1C ; umship was
shot down while cny e in( hostils forces ¢t Inue Lap. Llthou h one of
the crew was-seriously wounded thoey ncnejed to £i ht th ir way to e
fricndly compound 100 meters zway. Twenty-ci ht rouncs of sninll arms
and enti-zircr:ft firc were rec ived thet day. The following dry a
troop corryin; 1ift heliconter wes trou ht down by cnemy unners at
Duc Leps The cdrcrift crashod and burned with four passcng or fetalitics,
The crew was ruscuct ond ovecuetod to Ban Mc Thuwot. Soven alrerpaft
vere hit on the 2Lth of iw ust. Lt €200 hours, 26 4w ust, Camp Corycll,
homc bege for the 15t th LHC wee subjected to 10 rouncs of recoilless
riflc firc. Onc avi:tor wes sli htly injurcd an¢ 3 UH-1H hclicopters
reecived minor came; oo Thore wes 1i bt Jomar e to other fecilitios.

n 27 Ly ust tw. UH-1C unships were ridclcd by enemy : unnors at Duc
Lap as they beion a firin: pess. Onc aviator wes killed, two recoivec
freial injurtos and onc wes saved when & bullcet struck his chust
gretector.  The twe erip.lec unships returned to Cemp Coryell, 4t
025S h.urs, 31 fu ust. the 155th cumevund wos opein subjcctol to a
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CONFIDENTIAL

LVOD-LE , 9 Novembar 1968
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Tattalion for
Period Encing 31 October 196t RCS CSFCR-05 (R1) (U)

122mm rocket attack, Tvcnty rouncs fell, *hflictins min.r injurics o 5
pcrsonnel fram support units cna incurring minor cemage to three Lth
Infentry Division UH-1 aircrcft. At 1100 hours, 8 Scptcmber, on 2
rcturn flignt fram Duc Lep, the 23rd ARVN Sunior icdvisor's aircreft

was forced down cue to unknown couscs. The aireraft ercshed ond
burned on impect ond 21l aboard perished exccpt the two cnlisted
crowmanbers, who were scriously injurcd. General 4in, the 23rda ARVN
Livision Camencdcr, anc Coloncl Scge, the 23r< ARV S.nier [cvisor,
wore llsted cniong the dende On the witcernoon of 23 Sepbember, vhile
cngagee on' & Ch4 in the Duc Lop arca, & UH-lH was Cowned by criemy fire in
a lencing zone., ifc one wes injurec ir the cresh tut cn cvintor wes
slirhtly injurcd by a mortar rounc, The esirer:ft was {.sitroy:zC by
fire rnC the crew wns not oxtrected until suveral hours leter cuc to
intcnso cucmy fire. At 0220 hours, L Octoter, Camp Corycll wes tgein
subjectced to & hustilo cttock. Forty rouncs of 60mm mortars and 4 B=LO
rockets fcll on or n.er thc compounc. Three airereft werc slightly
Cemeged end mincr . amag ¢ was inflictced to the cumpouncds Durdn  the
atteck & scpper team of two mon penctreatoe the cuter western perimetcer.
When they ettoempte” to cut the inncr fence, guards on Post #8 hoerd
the nois¢ anc firced & hond floro. They sightod the teem anc cengeped
them with M-80 machine guns. The scppers discp.erred into the
underbrush, leaving trcils of blood. Dnemy cesuclties couldc net be
determined.

(¢) Oporations of thc 192nc Asszult Helicoptcr Campanys The
prinary mission cf the 192né AHC remsincc the cdircet suprort of the
3/506 Infantry, l0lst iirborne Division (&drmobilc) in 40 MeClain.
Support was also rencerec tc D34 II Corps and recurring rissicns wore
for Dalat MNiCV, Phan Rang MiCV, FPhan Thict 1LCV anc the Sth Battalicn
27th Lotillery. No major oper-ticns werc cendueted in Jurust, On the
25th of Lugust a major contret wrs nade with on estimsted battalion cf
VCe The 192nc LHC moved 2 compznics intc the vicinity of LN 8116 to
reinforce elements from Binh Thuan Secticn., Gunships were used in guppr-
ession of the enamyes The lift was cunpleted by 1825 hours. The 243rd
LSHC assigted in airlifting thc ccompenics. Shortly aftcer the insertion
a night resupply weas conducted tc supply grouwd forces with cmmunition
end flercs. Tho rameinder of the quert.r sew lizht acticn in arcas of
Operaticn McClain, HMist combat asroults werce platcon sized and few
caxceeted cumpeny sizes The only m-jor «irli.t was nace cn 11 Oct 8.
It consisted of elements frem the 3/506th Infentry onc the L/LLith LRVN
Infantry Pettalion. The luft befan at 0600 hours with an clement of
the 3/506 Infentry sccuring & torrein feeture at AN 0533 for a fire :
suppert bese. After ccmplction of the FSB move, clements of the 3/506th
were 1fted into company sigs 40'se. The L/LLth JRVN was then 14fted
in tu completo the joint US [RVH operaticn. Op .raticns from 27 through
31 Octcber were scverely hampured by fucl contzmination found in 192nd
aircraft. During this peri:¢ the compeny was capable of limitcd
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Period Ending 31 Octoter 1558 RCS CSFUR-65 (R1) (U)

support only. The 192nd LHC .issioiis cousisted of combat assaults,
dally resupply, insertions anc extractioms, convoy cover, gunship
support, LRRP displacament, and flare crops. During this quarter

the 192nd eccamplished the followings 30,96k troops liftea, 1£,719
sorties flowm, 7L6 tons lifted, 1k structures domaged, & sampans
destroyed, and 12 enemy Md.lled. The 192nd flew 6,220 hours in support
of these activities.

(f) Oporations of the 2tlst issault Hollcopter Conpeny: The
2t1lst 4H C continued in its primery miscion of goncral sup.crt to the
I1 Corps Tacticel Zone. A4 s.conacry mission during this poriod was
dir-ct support of tho Sth Spcei-~l Forces ( Projoct Delta ). During tho
quzrtor the 28let AHC cctivily supported Task Force South, Tagk Force
Spoiler, Detachment B-20 and Comipany ME" 20th Infantry in AU Green.
Costal suppert missians throughout II Corps were also flown. The
2tlat AHC 1ift a’veraft flew 4015 hours, had 201l tasks, flew 12,663
sorties, lifted 25,162 passcngers and 186 tons of cargo, and performed
L mcdicel evacustions. The unit hod 6 1ift ships hit by hostile
fire during thc period. Cunships cccounted for 1197 hours, 667 tosks,
1815 sortics, 75 cnemy killed, 51 structures snd L sampens destroycd.
4 totcl of L61,750 small arms rounds, 2,376 rockets ~nd 3,682 LOmm
grencdos wore expended. Four gunships were hit by ground fire with
no losses. .

{g) Op.rations of tho 2L3rd Ascrult Support Holicoptcr Company: The
243rd ASHC continued in support cf Task Force South with an avorage of §
aircreft camitted delly. Four airereft were alliceted to units in the Bro
Loc/Delab aree 3n support of the 173rd Brigade. Onc rircraft was cmployed
in support of the 3/506th, 10lst Lirb.rne Divisicm (Airmcbile), in AO

; McClain in the Phan Thiet arcz, A4dcéitionsl supp rt wes rendercd
to tho 9th ROK Infentry Division, the Lth Infantry Divisi.n, COORDS, Sth
Speci:l Purces, aond Derloc Province M.CV. The 243rd LSHC augunented the
1ift capability of the assault heliccptor c.mpznics of the 10th Combet
Lkvigtion Bottalion, Missiins cunsisted f combet scss:uits, resupply,
fire bese noves, refugec relocntion, logistic operations, end tagtical
anvrgoncies. Sixtcen WH-1 eirersit werc recovercd by the 2U3rd ASHC
during thc quarter. On 20 October, botween 0700 and 0730 hours,
CH-L7L #66-19053 disappearcd enrintc to Ben Me Thuut. The lest report
from the alreraft comendor fixed his pesiticn os sancwherce in tho Ninh
Hea Valley on e testerly coursc. ne further transmissions were roceivod,
Scerch end rescue. € $oct8 were hampercu by werther for. throe crys. 4n.
intcensive scarch eng roscue was concuctec by the US Army end sdr Force
whure woather perndtted. Yo trace of the aircraft has been found enc the
crew, of five, ie rissing in action. Unst.eircraft sustainec 12 hits by
cnay smnll arme firce Onc aviitor wos wounded enc evacueted to Japen.
The 2L3rd LSHC flew 3715 hours and 10.698 scrtics. liftec 30,027 troops,
end heuled 13,128 tons of cargos
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(h) Operational Resulte (incl ¢),

e, (U) Training,

(1) Training has been characterizcd thie quarter by increased empha.is
on aviation training, purticularly on rulus of ongrgemunt and gunship cre.
dutiea. Formal clcasce on the rulus of ungrgument cnd cunship crow dutics
havo baen addod to required troining subtjucts, Unit commendours arc including
in comund informetion clepn. s ciscussionas oh rules of cngegoement ot loust
oueo monthly in cddition to o ono timu cluse conductud for oll pursonncl
this Quertor. Additionrl .aphseis hne boun plicud oa tho suluction ond
treining of punship ¢rows perticulurly in crow cutdies wnd turpet onprgoment.
Addod to the 90 diy stincirdiertion chuck rido 38 rn wxandnstion of the
gunakip erows proficiuncy, end knowlodpe of couipmunt ~nd systems, by a
Qualdfind ¢uancry instructor jilot. Ceswdtics to friundly forces will bou
oldmincted 8 o result of the training being conduct.d,

(2) 8Bt-mdridizitions The Battalion Stancardizition Instructor Pilot
was replicen curing Aug #t. Frecuent lialeon and trrining visits verec mve
t0 tho ocaupanice curdng the Querturs A stenorrdizetion guide on UH-l
crowpomber dutive, information on us. of the UH-1C hyureulic accumuletor
system, anc ¢ 50 queation wxeminrtion for the UH~1C, wore {ormulrtod
and roprocuoc {or thy caipnivo, The uwiminrtion for the -1C ia
boing copieu . by tho lat Avirtion Erdg:.v to bu utiliew by (11 Prigrco
uwnite, Numcerous stuntorcisrtion allic-tions ang informrtion from Fort
Ruckcr, UCIRV, lat Aviction Eriger., 17th Combrt Aviction Crouup, cnc thu 10th
Carbut Aviction Drttulion vere rlaodisseminited, ‘thirty=-five SIFP cnc 1l'e
woro Queldfic by tho Leviclion 8IF'c, An rddition to edmiiintoering thirty-
five, adrerelt can.ender, in country oriuntation, tnd 90 dey chock ric .o
Lppraxdnisrtely 200 hourc vere flowg in support of taose rctivitioe,.
Incraaned cr.pheeis wio placed on strndardizeticn 'nd dnetructor pilot
qQualification throughuvut the Quoarter.

(3) SBummericn of unit trrining emjhosia Arc discussed in paragrephs
bolows

(a) LBth Asecult N.licoptur Cap:ny:s The tredning progrer hos boen
guarad to provide ruplecementn, roquirwd viediontation within the firat
wook in cauntry. On the Job trcdning hes hed spucirl vnphnsise Camand
infarmution, character guidancu, cocape and uvnsion an' CER clrooce
have boun conducted. Bupplumentel trodndng such as the weploynent of
Llarca and cdrerow cutios wou coccnplishod,

(L) 92nd Lssoult Helicuptor Comprays Thy largc twmover of

porsunnel duriny the Qurater requires specdrl w.pheais on roplreomont
training, Bpcecial wiphrols was pleced on tradning of unit inwtrucicr
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SURJECTs Operationel Report of 10th Combat Lviation Battaljion for
Period Ending 31 October 1966 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (1)

pllots. One stenderdizotion ond one instructor pilot wes trained.
Orientation, 90 dry standardization, cnd transition training into
gunships accounted for the 144 hours flowm in aviation troining.

(e¢) 155th Aserult Helicopter Company: Avistion training included
erployment of flare ships, qualificrtion of sircraft comosnders, adminw-
istrition of quartcrly check rides, cnd on the job trcining for crowmemters
and meintencnce personnole 4ll other trrining requiromente were met and
supplumcntnl clesses in many arcas were conducted.

(d) 192znd Asszult Hclicopter Compenys Scheduled clnsses in compl-
dance with directives fram higher hecdquerters have continued throughout
the period, In hugust, cvintion treining, charecter guidance, camend
information, swvivel, civil cffcirs, safoguarding dufsnse informetion,
end suntry cduty claesos wery conducted. During the rest of the quarter
trodning in the Code of Conduct, Geneva Conventions, wenpons quelificetion,
survivel, escope cnd evesion, ~nd CFR was eccomplished.

(u) 28let imacult Holdcopter Caupenys Avi-tion tr: 1ning wes influonced
bty the rotation of meny xpericnccc personnel to CONUS, [s & result,
wteneive to-indng vwoe accomplished to reise the expericnec level, Training
w-s conductod 4in night oporaticna, ineluwding combat assaults, ond identifi-
crtion end engegement of torgeta. Cleases on flight scfety cnd
stondordizition flights were nlsc concucted. Other training included
CBR, wecpone safety :nd hrndling, first rid, c¢sccpe and evosion,
chrrocter (uldance, enc surv vel.

(£) 2L3rd /[sscvlt Support Hclicopter Compony: Turing the : ucrter,
throc strncerd RAY instruncnt tickcts and three toctierl R/ instrument
tickets wora rencweds Check rides were edministerced by the 10th Comret
4viection Pettolion SIP, unit SIP end widt IPts, Six ncwly arrived evictors
vcre signod off es cp.rotion 11y quolified. One unit SIP and two IP's
were trodnoc. IZight avictors were nnde sireraft cormenicrs. The wnit
continue its cross tredring of nen-svistor crewncnbers. Cuslific-tioms
in incdvicurl cnd crew gerv.C w.rpons w.re ~ccomplished, Monthly classes
in stanarrcizetion rnl sefcty were conducted, 11 tredning reguirements
in nun-cvirtion sutjucts wero nlaso meb,

f. (V) Logistics. .

(1) ‘tajor logistics effcrts ouring this repcrting period have been
directod towerc?

() Dust supressi.n and scil a;cablizatiun
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AVOD=AE 9 Movember 1968
SUBJECTs Operaticnal Report of 1Cth Cimtat nvicii.n Bett:lion for
Feriud Encing 31 Octuber 1968 :CS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(b) Replrcing unservicestl. tentoge at Phon Thict with WARTOC buildings
with mctel rocf end veod flcor

(¢) Improving overell neintencnec cpercticn.

(d) Procurcment and issue of numix £light suits, flight ;loves, and
£13¢ht helmcts o

(¢) Supporting the movement .f the lgt Cavalry Tivisin (Lirmcbile)
thirouch the battclion rec of cperaticn

(2) DOL3 500 tarrels of pena prime has tcen shipped to Phen Thiet
for dust suppression. Noccessary requ.sts have beon submittcd for a more
permanent type soil stcblization, and is ewalting USARV approvals 250
beorrels of pene prine wes ordcrcd for Ben Me Thuot where cn effective
program in dust suppression has been initizted.

(3) Secrviccs: Efforts ore being mede Yo rcploce generael purposc tents
of the 192nd 4sscult Heldcopt.r Couprny Lt Phen Thict with metal covered
WLBTOC buildings. [ plan hes been spproved by the Phen Thiet Bese Develop-
ment Beerd for this project and a request for constructicn has been submitted
to USLRV,

(L) Hzintenancc: i C1}J team was tormed at bettalicn level and 211
units have been visitede. This type of cssistencc nas proved nicst cffective
in educating new p -sonncly and meintenance within the battalion has
improved. Roturn visits hove reflected z merked improvement over initicl
visita. Iliaintenrnce perscnncl now scok the help of the tcam in setting
up and meintadning bettor FLL's, TARRS forms and scheculcd maintcnance.

A latersl parts scarch by thce battalion tcam hes resultee in recucing
own time on ground suuport cquiyn.nt and vchicles.

(5) Supfplys Numex f£1i,ht clothing hzs beon recelver. by the bettalicn
8- =nd is buing issuec to 21l comprniecs. Noumex flight flcves end sun
glassce ccntinue tc present a problem. Every effort is being macde through
channels, to draw n mex . loves or an acceptoble substitute, and sun glassos.

{(6) Suppirts The S=b <ection is prescntly sup,orting the movement of
the lst Gavelry Divisicn (. armobile), which stertw 28 Octobor 1968. Three
acCiti-nal mini porte were sct up at Den; Be Thin and nine additional
refueling points ¢t Phcn Thiet. Hot mecls, transicnt billets and aircraft
parts are provided on an 28 nceded bosis as well as eircreft recovory.

The operation to dete has becon smooth with no difficuliies cncoumntcrede

1]
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SUBJECT: Operrtionel Ripert of 10th Combet Avictien Brttalion for
Period Encing 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (i) (U)

(7) Tho 192nd /HC experiincec e cumplcte grounding of ell ite operat~
ional aircraft. Ovcr en clcvon dey period scven precautionary l-ndings
were cxecutol resulting from e mystcericus crosiom of cngine powere Fuel
filters and fuel cocntrol servo filters wero inapected in thesc aircraft
and found to contain dirt, rust and in some cases & slime like subatance.
Nefueling from thé mind port was terminated until the fusl could be anclyzed
for contondnation, Semples wera teken from cach ¢f the circraft and
stcrage tanks lccoted onm tho boache The fuel anelysis leboratory found
~1l samples were on grede axcept for samples taken from the bottom of the
storsgo tanks, which had sume salt water contamination. Fuel cclls were
cxamned and sovcersl aireraft wore cdiscovered to have rcsicuc in the cclls
that scomed t¢ be hold tu ‘the bottom by & slimy substence -similiar to
thet found in the filtcrs, Seauples were tekon and sent to the Army
Floating idrcreft Maintcnsce Facility in Vung Tau., Initiel observzations
of thcase sanples incicated thet a fungus or yecst was presont, Tu this
date there hre beon no growth from these sauples undor lab copciticns,
consequently it has not been astablished that there wes orgonic matter
prosente Removal of this fuel ccll contamin:tion wes cepe using ap.raxd-
mately 20 galluns £ iscpropyl alchol per adrerzft and JP-4. Sinco all
fucl colls hove beon clocnod there heve boen nmu cngine problass similiar
to those rrior to the _rcunding ¢f aircraft,

(6) The 100 % .ur inspceticn of toil rotor hubs crntinues to pleguz
unit availcbility with excessive down time at the periodic inspection.
Twice curing thc cuerter the general support unit has had work stoppegc,
while awalting perts for two hundred or more hubs found defective curing
the 100 hour inspcctione UH-1H mast assemtlies hrve caused a eimilar
problcm cue to the “numbor of aircraft down shiulteneously for the 1100
hour pericidc. This cemponcnt has, *wnc still is crusing excessivo Cown
time but this problem hcs been somewhat clleviestec by the Gen.ral
Supjort Unit's recently initlated overhaul and return to service program.

(¥) iircreat status cs of 31 October 1968 (inel 3).

(1) 1421 atreratt in thc assiznec units have again exccedcd the allotted
flying hour proyrem while continuing to maintein a setisfactory porcentage
of svallrbility. For tho qurrterly summery of ncimtcnance data on the
flying hour pro ram, Lu ust throurh Octoker, #ve inel L.

& (G)O_rg zatiom

(1) The assigned aviation compeniea remeined the same dwuing this
per‘lod-

(2) Tho 170th Assault Helicopter Campany was placed under operational
control of thc 10th Combet Aviation Battalion on 2L Avgust 1968 onéd was
relecged from OPCON on L Octobor 1966,

CONFIDENTIAL
12

il

. et e Ll g
IR T A PR P ;':‘!lhlh!“ I

N

il

s L et

R T TLTEN

T IR N

l” l. e 'm. “MW; WMWMWW"WWW“”“" RrMER 1




ol

| et

RIS

it

O o s HATISI D eb ot s

CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-AE 9 Novemt.r 1960
SUBJECT: Operationcl wport of 10th Cormtst ‘wviation Gottalion for
Perioc Encing 31 Octobor 1966 RCS CSFCR-65 (R1) (U1)

(3) In eccordancc with prreircph 2 Gencral Ordcr number 82,
Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Croup, dated 5 October 1966 the 3L8th
Aviation Support was attached to the 10th (ombat 4Lviation Battalion
effective 25 Segtember 1968,

he (U) Civil Affairs. During the past qQuarter, units of the 1Oth
Camhat Aviation Battalion heve supported a number of civilian institutions.

(1) The 192nd .issault Holicopter Company hrs contrituted to the
rchabilitatineg pcople in ¢ Phan Thict poor housee The theme of this
effort wes 50 assist the peoplc in helping themsclves, rothor than just
giving, in the name of charity. Facilitics wore repeirced end showers
installed end & Larber shop was set up for the occupanta.

(2) The 155th lsszult Helicopter Company touk up = collection to
help the children of a Ban Mc Thuot orphensge. 4 totel of $199.,00 was
dorieted during the quartcr.

(3) During the month of August four sviators of the 92nd fLssault
Heldicopter Campany initiated a scholership fund, using volunteer donations
for the purpose of helping descrving high school and college students
from the Cam Ranh Bry azrcee The fund, cntitled ®The Pat Vinrd Memorial
Scholarship Fund®, is in mcmory of SFP/L Pot Werd of the 92nd who was
killed in action 22 fLugust 1968 nc:r Di Linh; RWN, 4s of 16 October the
fund i@ boing used in support of 2 Victnamesec girls attending the Girls

Public School of Dalcot and 3 Vietnamese boys attending the Boys Public
School of Dalat,

(L) The 2L3rd Lssault Sup.ort Helicopter Comp:ny is helping to support
an orphanage near Dong Bz Thin,

(5) HModic:l atd was zlso given tc Vietnzmese citizens in the Dong Ba
Thin and Phen Thiet 'rees. The aid wes in the furm of immnizations and
routine sick calls. 4 total of 1,695 patients were treated in ihe past
quarter.,

Ra (U) Surgeon.

(1) The activities of the Battalien Surgeon consisted of advising the
commander on medical matters, coordinating and supervising the medical
facilitios and activitios of the battclion, providing emergency end routin.
medical carc for Headquartors and Headquartors Detachmant and other US
forces in the Dong Ba Thin arca, end monitoring the battalion enviranmental
sanitation and nutrition. During thc last quarter it was discovered, during
a post aircraft accldunt physical exarination, that a door gunner had
defoctive depth perccptione Aftcr e repid spot check with other flight
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8UBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battallon for
Period Ending 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

surgeong in the battalion there wes sufficient resson to believe that
there were a number of crew chiefs and door gpunners with defective vision
of ono vardiety or another.

(2) During this quarter, ovor three-fourths of the crow chiefs and
door gunners were checked for visual acuity, dopth perception, peripheral
vision, end color vielan. It was detarmined thot 10.7% did not have 20/20
vision amd cither necedod ¢lasses or needod tholr prosent glasecs changed.
2.3% failed the depth perception tcsts, and 8.9% failed the color vision
tustss There were none who failed peripheral vision tests,

1. (V) Information.

(1) The 10th Battalion public information progrom continued to provide

coverage of eventa occuring at the Dong Fa Thin complex end outlying unit
£rens.

(2) A bi-woekly publication TYE VACABQND VOICE is published at battal-
ion level and contains information of interest to commanders and personnel
in the battalion. It also czgsists in the dissemination of command
information. ) ’ :

(3) Following FIO relecscs for the quarter proccssed through headg-
uarterss -

(2) Number of printecd releases 9
(b) MNumber of pictorizl rclecses 20
(¢) Number of homctown relenges 36k

(d) Nuaber of hametown pictorial rcleases 19
(¢) Number of taped interviews 0

Je (U) Sefety. Fram tho aviation safety standpoint, an undesirsble
trend in accident provontion hes been esteblished this quarter. Becauass
of inadequab; infusiop of aviatora during the pest calendar year, there
has been appraximately & fifty (50) percent turnover of assigned aviators -
during this quarter. The sudden influx of inexperienced aviators jJust out
of flight school has led t0 a drop in the pilot proficiency level within
the battalion. Comsequontly an increase in aircraft mishaps i3 boing
encountererd, end more can ba forocestod wntil a high degree of proficiency
can be attained by ncwly assigned personnel. Units are sncountering
myriad training apd safcty problems ns a result of the loss of axperiencod
Alrcreft Camanders and unit instructor pilotse -
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviatien Battalion feor
. Period Ending 31 October 19(8 ACS CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

k. (U) Signal.

(1) Detailed attempts to obtain ARC=102 antenna xits in an adequate
quantity for installation in the 10th CAB helicopters have been successful,
Units have on hand an adequate quantity of the necessary RT units, antenna
couplers and control heads for a hizh frequency radio capability through-
out the battalion, but the antenna kits have not been forthcoming,

(2) A GRN=6 low frequency radio beacon was obtaincd for, and installed
by the 155th AHC at Ban Me Thuot. Also a new airfield control tower was
established at that location with technical assistance provided by the
155th AHC,

(3) Airfield control tower responsibility was transfecred from the
10th CAB to the 326th Aviation Support Dutachment at Dalat Camly Airficld.

(L) A voice sclo user circuit was effected between battalion head-
quarters and the L48th AHC at Ninh Hoa., This circult now satisfies the
goal of a separate sole uscr voice channel from battalion to cach of its

-companies, Also acquired was a hot line conccpt telephone circuit for

ths battalion commander and primary staff frem headcuarters directly to
Cam Ranh LD switchboard, bypassing Dong Ba Thin switchboard., This results,
in addition to a more punctual rcsponse for distant pnone cz2lls; in
another backup link, supplcementing high fregquency radio, should Dong Ba
Thin switchboard become unable to accommodate traffic,

(5) ECQ¥ assistancc was received in a request for technical assis-
tance to improve the transmission quality of the TRC-1L46 high frequency
radio,

(6) Effective commnications cheecks were accomplished between
Battalion Headquarters and companies using the KY-28 voice scrambler.
One KY-8 ground mode voice scrambler has been received and put into
operable condition in the Movements Control Center at battalion
headguartecrs.

lo (U) Chaplml

(1) The 10th Comoat Aviaticn Battalion Chaplain, during the quarter
has conducted a total of 2L Sunday and 65 wcekday Catholic scrvices with
a total attendance of 1785 soldicrs, Additionally b mamorial services:
wepre conducted,

(2) Services were conducted in Dong Ba Thin, Phan Thiet, Ban Me
Thuot, Ninh Hoa, Nha Trang, an Hoa, and Bao Loc to units of the command.

(3) One hundred twentv (120) counsel interviews were conducted by

the Chaplain.
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HWVGD=aE . - 9 rcvember 1968

SUBJECT: Operaticnul Report of 10th Combat iviation o:ttalion for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR=65 (K1) (U)

2, Section 2, Lesscns iearnsd: Conmender'!s Qbscrvations, Evaluations,
and Recormendations,

a, (U) Perscnnel,

(1) Clerdical Personnel Qualificaticns,

{a) CwOLRVATION. Clerical personnel arriving in this organization
do not possess the basic requirenients listed in #R 611-20,

(b) EValUaTIOM. During he quarter this battalion had reccived
nurierous replacenents in 05 70410 and 71B20, Most were unable to type
cr at best typed 15 to 20 words per minute., They also showed little know-
ledge of basic correspondence procedures., coffective utilization was im—
possible without OJT, and as many of these individuals were to replace
losses in more advance 10S (71B30 and 71H20), the quality of adainistra-
tion has suffered during this quarter,

(e) RECO:}ukD.TION, That those individuals ettending adninistrative
MOS producing schcols in CONUS be more stringently graded. When their
advancement is less than avernge and the acquired kncwledie cor skill is
not in keeping with the standards of the MOS, recommend they be awarded
& lesser skillec speciality.

(2) aviater n~ssipnment to CH=47 Unite,

(a) OULSERVATION, CH-47 units receiving newly rated 2vizters as
cowpared tu experiencéd zviators,

(b) EVsLUATIUN. lewly rated aviators arriving in 2 unit at the sane
time, place a hezvy burden on the IP's and aCls, The new aviator has to
be flown with an IP for a minumum of 25 hours pricr to being released
&s an operationsl pilct. Ncrmally, 500 hours is requircd befcre the newly
rated aviator can be considered for training as an airceraft commander.

(¢) R8COashLATLCE, That newly rated and experienced aviators
be assipned to CH-47 units on = one to ~ne ratic, Space the influx of
pilots sc as to zive ihc units sufficient time four trainin: prior to
receliving cthers,

b, (C) Overations,

1) Aerial Drop of Niesel Fuel and Gasoline,

(a) ObLLLHVATION. On 18 October 1968, during the current division
sized combat operaticn South of Nha Trang, the 48th assault Helicopter
Company was required to drop 55 galicn drums full of diesel fuel, rigged

16 :
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AVGD-AE 9 Novcmber 1968
SUBJEBCT: Operatichal itepert of 10th Zorbat Avistion 3-ttallon for Period
Ending 31 Octobur 1963, RCS CSFOR-6S (R1) ()

in cargo nets, 3 % a1 loac, corricd externally, over = coesigantcd arca.
The aireraft, six UH-1H!s, fleow in trail formation and wore guided from
en obServation post to the targatz.d tola whin to roleasc the loads. The
purposc of tac Jrop was to allow th. dicscl fu.l to sprocad over a large
aree, thon by ignit.d by napaln when croppcu by Tactical Air, thus burn-
ing away folilag. ~1¢ cxposing cave cntrances, ctc.

-(b) EVALUATICN. The airerait must travsl ~t ~pproximatcly 60 knots,
at 500 fuet to ~fequatuly purform this mission., A total of 99 barrcels were
droppeé in 33 loats which included 33 acts of cargo nets, slings, and hooks,
Tho t rget erca was not satisfactorily satur~tud with the fucl duc to the
inaccuracy of the method used for droppeing end thercfore <1d not ignite
when napalm and boubs were croppcd on the arca,

(¢) RECOM.ENDATIOJ. That grounc troops uco flamc throwers, or napalm
bo celivercd by Tactical Air and this method of fuel Crop not be usec.
Exposur¢ of =aireraft at low altitudc anc airspecd plus loss of fuocl, slings
anc nets is not satisfactory for the rosults rceeived,

{2) Acrial 5S Gas Drop.

{a) OBSERVATIMN, On 22 Octotor 1968, curing the current 9th ROK
Infantry Division sizcd operation south of Nhe Trang,this unit was re-
quired to cCron cascs of CS gas grenaces from the aircraft, at altitudes,
which were designed to break on impret 2llowing the grenaces to explece
throughly <¢ispensing the gas in the area.

(b) EVALUATION, This ficld cxperiiant gas <ispeaser is unsafc for
drop from ~ircraft as presently designeds The comnon pins arc pulled and
if any grenalc 18 turncd in sic the box, it can ignite allowiig the gas
to escape in the aircraft an' start a fire. Depoacdiig on the location of
this box in the stack ~and the renction time within the nircraft loss of
aircoraft and crew is possibles. Four such boxos Z1iC ignite when pins were
pulled, one insictc a YH<1H anC 3 others in the pickup zone. This box
device is very similar to thc E1S8R2 GS gas <{ispersor manufactured anc
designed for helicepter crop, The E153R2 is preseatly available and on
hanc in RVN,.

(¢)" RuCOMiDnTION. That the b.x Jevice not be use!.at all but use the
properly designoc E158R2 CS ges cCispeusor as recommence’ in TM 3-1325-
232-12 catoc November 1967. (This item is also referenced in quarterly

report Gated 31 July 1968).
(3) Rappelling,

{a) OBSERVATION. . 9th ROK Infantry Division personicl rapelling
into upreparoc L2's whilc on combat assaults take an averege of S minutes
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-AE 9 November 1568
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 31 Cctober 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

per man to rappel. They are hesitant to rappel from both sides of the
aircraft at the seme time due, in part, to inadequate training. On occassion
the terrain prevents use of both sides of the alrcraft.

(b) EVALUATION. During training prior to a recent rappelling operation
proper rappelling equipment -was not available. A one inch rope with knots
was substitutec. It wes found using this rope end o hand over hend methed
that the time for one man t0 rappel wes decreased by one half (2% minutes).
1t was further note¢ thet personnel were not hesitant Lo axit from toth
siucs of the aircraft simultonously. The time over the L2 was decreased
by approximztcly 12% to 15 minutes per sortie t-hercby, decrcosing aireraft
and personnel exposurg tine.

(¢) RECUOM EVDATICN. THet the hend over hand knotod ropc kethod be
cxperimentud an¢ develop.c ifor possible utilizetion by untrained personnel
in reppalling operations.

(L) Night Resupply by CH=L7.

(a) OCSERVATIC!. froblems cocounterec by delivery of sling loads by
CH-L7 into dusty arcas at night.

(b) EVALUATI(:. Night operations into dusty areas heve scveral
inherent problems. The most hazardous appecrs to be cncountering IFR
conditions oue to the dust obscuring zll rcferences. The use of the air-
craft landing li;ht increcscs the glare when the cust begins tc billcw
around the aircraft during lcad touchdcwn.

(¢) RECG:EZDATION . When possible, illuminate the lending zone well
enough so that the airer:ft lending light will not have to be utilized.
Place another 1ight on ¢ referince puint well forwarc of the puint of
tiuchdown. kith the usc cf this lighting methoc, visuval reference cean
murs e6sily be maintained with the point of touchdewn cnd the ref.rence
peint in the distznec. o

ce (U) Treining.
(1) Fligho Treinirg and Stonderclzation of Newly Assifnec avistcrs,

(c) OBCSERVATIN. The mass exocus of well qualificC aviztors during
thie quarter imposed a prect burden on the flicht standarcizaticn progrem.
The ngjority of incoming aviaturs are recently cut of flipht scheel. 4
pruncunced drop in the experience level in the battalicn occurred. 4n
undesirable situation ras evolved, where units must compromise qualdty
by utilizing inexperienced csvistors tc train replacements.

': CONFIDENTIAL

18




ST T T

e

Mm‘mwm-wmm R L R T L

CONFIDENTIAL

AVGOD=AE 9 November 1968
SUBJuLT: Operational Report of 10th Combat .vietion pattalion for Period
:nding 3i vctover 1968, kCOH CoriR-65 (L1) (U)

(v) EVALUARTIUN. A ninimum of one Standardization Instructor Pilot
and three IP's are needed in each unit to train incoming aviators, Due
to high operctional commdttments, neither zircraft nor pilots have been
avallaole for IP qualificotion., The high incidence of aircraft mishaps
and loes has also retarded progress. ’

(c) HECOMMENDATION, That instructor pilets be treined in CONUS where
time and assets are available, That these individusls be closcly managed
oy USARV to maintain an acceptable level of qualified instructer pilots
throughout RVH,

(2) Stonderdizstion of UH-1H Trcining.

(=) OBSEKVATION. When opercted at light gross weight, with the
‘battury in the rear, the UH-1H has a pronounced nose high altitudc.

(b) EVALUATICN, furing landings the nosc high altitudc restricts for-
ward viscuility cnd the danger of striking objucts with the tail is in-
creascd, During pick-up to ¢ hover en undesirable nosc pitch up is nlse
croated,

(¢) #ECOMMENDATION. That the battcry be placcd in the front for
normal operations and sand tags oc placed buhind the pilot and co-pilot.
seats durines auto rotation training.

(3) Crewchief and Doorgunncr Treining,

(=) OBSERVATION. Th-ot COMUS shooled triined personnil be cmployed in
these pusiticns rather thon on the job trained persornel. Both are beling
usel ot present. rorsonnel are arriving an the theater in insufficient
numbers to £ill the quctas of thz aviation units invelved,

(C) EVALUATION. Due to the heavy operctienal cormdttment roquiring
the use of all available &xperienced cruowchiefs and deorgunncrs .n = caily
basie, the current policy f units tr-inine soue of those men on 2 regulcr
basis 1s &t best cunbersome, and the result is an inferior end preduct,

. (c) ReCOMMEWDATION, That the personnel be extensively trained in
CONUS pricr to their arrival in-country as either crewchiefs or doorgunncrs
and that these personnel arrive in sufficient numbers to replace the
persunnel departing for CONUS, +to . alleviatéd the currcnt deficit
prosently in aviation units, '

d. (C) ZIntellipence. Security Forges at Outlyinz Units.

(1) OBSERVATION, The shortage of security force personncl at
cutlying units is critieal,

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD=AE - 9 Novenber 1968
SUBJECT: Operationcl Report of lCth Cumbet sviatior Lattalion for Perdod

Ending 31 Ootolur 1968, RCS CSFCR=65 (R1) (U)

(2) EVALUATION, Flight personnel have had to take over security
poeitions previously manned by security platoons or excess personnel., air-
craft crewman are perforwing their normal duties during the day, and then
perform as security guards at night., This results in their being inefficiemt

the following day. This loss of trained crewmon hinders the accomplishment
of the unit's mission.

(3) RECOMMENDATION. That security forces of 35 men each be attached to

outlying units and that vacancies due to DEROS or casualties be filled as
they occur,

e, (U) Loristics,
(1) Fucl Cell Contamination,

(a) OBSLRVATION. Over an eleven day period the 192nd AHC experienced

suveral precoutionary lendings executed as a result of a mysterlous erosion
of engine power, )

(b) EVALULTION, Fuel filters and fuel control servo filters were
inspected in these circraft and found to contain dirt, rust and in some
cascs & sllme like substance, Fuel samples were taken from cach of the
aircraft, and from the storage tenks and dispenser nozzles cf the loenl
mini-port, according to the fuel analysis laboratory,all samples werc
on gradu,excspt for those samples teken from the bottom of the storage
tanks, which had sumec salt water contamndnstion. Fuel cells were exadned
and several aireraft werce discovered to have trash in the cclls thet
suemed to be held to the bottom by a slimy substance similar to that found
in the filters. oLamples were taken of this slime and sent to a Medical
Laboratory at Cam Rarh Ley and a laboratory facillity in Vung Tau, Initial
sbeervations from these sanples indicated that 2 fungus or ycast was pre-
sont, To this date therc has been ne growth from these sarples under lab
conditions, consiquently it has not been estahlished thet there was organic
uattur present, Rewoval of this cell contardnotion was donc using approx-
Luatoly 20 gellons of isoprepyl alecvhol per aircraft and JEe4, The alcohol
wa3 introduced inte the cells and allowed to set 30 mimates to -ne hour,
It was then flushed out uelng prossuxdgsd JP=4 fron one 1202 gellon tanker
and pulled through the fucl colli syston using the de-fueling apparatus of
a accond 1200 gall on tanker connected to tho sump pump assembly hole,

This method was used in llcu .f theeo prescribed by T™M 554053, All

fucl systum filters were changed, tho aircreft were run=up, checked for
leaks and test flown end released for operational flight, All aircraft
have now been run through this procoss and einee their completion there
hive buen no engine probloms similar to thoss prior to thelr grounding.

TR PRI IR

(c) HLCOMMENDATION. Units exporiencing engine probleas under
cbhdlar climatic conditions,inspect the fuol cells of suspect eircraft
for fucl evld contawdniniion and to consider the use of the fuecl cell
iy proccdures Jescribed above. 20
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD=AE 9 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report ¢f 10th Combet Aviation Sattalion for Period
&Lnding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOK~65 (R1) (U)

(2) _Permanent bunker Construction.

(a) OBSERVATION, Bunker weterial (sandbags) which are usec for con-
structing peruwanent type bunkers deteriorate after a period of 5 to 7
wonths,

(b) EVALUATION, It hes become necessary to rebuild bunkers construct—
ed {row sandbags due to. short service life. Weather creates a rapid
decay of the sancbag nateriel., The perseonncl used to rebuild these for-
tifications must be tgken from their normal duties, which sonietimcs
croates manpower shortages in critical areas,

(e) *iECOMMENDATION. 4 nore permenent type material for sancbags
would alleviate the protlem, For pormanent type installations nmaterial
such as luuber and concrete should be utilized and mads available for
thege projects,

(3) Modification to Xhe2l Systen.

(a) OLSERV.TION. The cross over system of the XM~2l minipun has
been the snurce of frequent malfunctions and stoppages,

(b) EVALUATION. During this period the 28lst AHC made a mcdification
to minigun systems that has proven noteworthy. Rather than the cld armu~
nition boxes, two boxes have been installed, onu per gun, approximately
19" high by 40" long, Then cross over drive is rigged to onc end of each
box with & direct drive to the gun itself, This has eliminated & count-
lese number of stoppages caused by the cross over system, It has alsoc
apprecliably reduced stoppages because of broken links, and jams in the
fegder delinker, Thc 28lst has submitted an EIR on thie modification
along with a reccrmendation to the Suggestion awerds Cormittee, This
modification -allows expenditure of ammunition, when required, .using
both guns simmltancously, also the gun will continue to fire after being
interrupted by the rockets,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That this modification Le reviewed by unite
employing the Xi=-21 syster. for possible application to their gun systems,

£. (W) Orsanization. None,
go (C) Signal.

(1)  ZIrensuission and ficcepticon Quality of TRC-146.

(a) OBSERVATLON. Transmission and reception quality of the TRC-144
high frequency radiv, betwwen Battalion Headquarters and the outlying
companies wae sumewhat less than indicated in its operators and repair

manuals,
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CONFIDENTIAL .

AVGD-AK . 9 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operational lieport of 10th Combat Aviation gattalion for Period
Ending 31 October 1968. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(b) KLVALUATION. HKepeated trips to Direct Support and General Support
Maintenance thops resulted in little or nc improvement in quality or oper-
ability of the TRC-146,within the parsmeters of published specifications.
tCOM was contacted for assistance and it wae decided that an electronics
representative ve sent to check the egquipment while in ite functional state
at Dong va Trin., It was found that the connective coupling betwecn the
terminal point of the coaxial cable and the entry point into the antenna
coupler case had been fabricated, either at the factory, or in the initial
installation and had resulted in an impedance mismatch. This impedance
mismatch was suftieiently significant that the signal strength was atten-
uated and resulted in an appreciable degradation from optirmum operating
levels, both in transmit and receive modes,

(c) lwCOLMENDATION. Utilize a AN/GRC-106 or an AN/MRC-95 radio and
pcriorm an operational comparison check between either of those and the
THC-146, using the same antenna. If a difference is noted in the trensmit
or receive levels and is not correctavle by nomal maintenance means, it
is suggusted thet 100l be contgeted for appistance,

(2) 1nstallation and Operation of the KY28,

(a) OB5LRVATICK. The advent of the FY-28 Voice Encodur/dccoder into
i0th CAB end the incidental retrofit to accommodate these items has poscd
the reguircuent to assess the characteristics of these items under field
conditions,

(b) =VALUATICN. Installing the KY-28 into its shock wount, without
altering the wiring hzrness o8 asscimuled by 2Yn/ZYs retrofit personncl,
was almost & physical impossibility. Little foresight was used in deter-
rining the routing und hold down points, for these needed to be rerouted
from their configuration in order to have sufficient wiring length to
effect connection into the hY-28, In operating the kY-28 it was found
that usc of the sguelch disable mode on thc Fh. cantrol head slightly in-
creaged the operstionzl range of the set, It was further noted that
heavy foliage such 23 thet cncountered around the can he Thuot area
significuntly attenueted the signal, when the KY-28 was in the cipher
nosition, as coupared to operating in a location where sparse vegetation
exists such as in the linh Hoa arza.

(¢) HRECOMWLIDATION, rhat units utilijze the kY-28 as often as possible
thus gaining knowledge and familiarity with the operating characteristics
of the set in various terrain,

\-

(3) Alignwent of the ~ii/sRC 54 Radio,

() OBSzhVATIUN. alignment and adjustment has caused damage to the
adjustavle tuning slugs in the tuning coils of R.F. amplifier modules in

the AIC-54 radio.
CONFIDENTIAL
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AVGD. 9 November 1968
SUBJKCT: Operational Heport of 10th Cowbat Avi-tion pattclicn for Period
unding 31 October 1968, RCS CSAUR-65 (R1) (V)

(b) BVALUATION. The tuning slugs are securcd in place by a cement
such a8 xlyptol which uast be renoved or looscned in order for the slugs to
oe adjusted. kaintenonoe personnel have atta.pted to remove this cerent by
ploking sy at it with itess such &8 screwdrivers and have danaged or
broken the tuning slugs in the process. Since these itens are generally
diffieult to octein in RAVK, the avenics shops suffer the possibility of
ocapounding the problem unless. due cere is exercised,

(e) RECOI.MNDATION. In order to be able to adjust the tuning slugs,
it 48 advisable to obtiin a wolvent which will dissolve the ccrment affix-
ing the tuning slug to ita stationary position., In the absence of solvent,
it has been found that & hot iron will sufficiently soften the cement %o
enable the elug to be adjusted,

h., (U) sSatety. Use of P ctive Gloves in Refucl Operations.

(1) OBSERVATION. Refuvling of helicopters with JPL has resulted in
frequent cases of skin irritation on the hands of the refucling personnel.
The leathcr and nomex flight gloves now being utilized during refucling
do not resist absorption of excess JP4L, The fuel svaks through the glove
and mokes contact with the skin of the refueler,

(2) sVALUATION. To climdnate the skin irritations, the refuelers
have to Lunediately wash the JP4 from their hands with hot scapy water,
This solution is impractical since hand washing facilities are not
aveilable at POL points, Another course of action has been taken by
this commend., 4 rubber glove, FSN: 84)5«-643-4601, uscd in handling
chemicdls wos tested at the 48th Assault Helicopter Company. The glcve
provad pliable enough so refuelers had no difficulty in handling the
refueling squipment, yet the glove has not only cut down the cases of
skcin irritoation, but elso has saved the flight gloves fror the wemr and
tear of refueling. The rubber gloves ere worn cover the flight gloves,
The gloves also h:ve been found to be fire resistant.

(3) RECCMMENDATION. Utilization of the rubber glove, FSN: 8415-
641~4601, in refueling should be an operational procedure to reduce cases
of skin irritation and deterioration of flight gloves,as well as afford-
ing some protection frum fire.

i, (U) 3urgeon. PhysisAl Examinations for rlight Personnel.

(3) OuLSERVATION. Due te the neud for crew chiefs and door gunners in
RVN there has veen & relaxation of medical examination standards,

(2) EVALUATION. The physical exandinations for Clcss III Flying Duty

are forwarded to the lst ~viation Brlgade@ are evaluated and approved
by the Brigade Plight Surysonj * 3ihce ® Standard Form 88 and 89 rmet be
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD=AE 9 Novenber 1968 -
SUBJECT: Opersticnal Report of 10th Combtet aviation Battolion for Period
Endin- 31 October 1968, RCS CurCi-65 (Lkl) (i)

completed, the exanination given is necessarily coniplete, The physical
exanination given to door punners varies from excellent to very poor
throughout RVN, ranging Irom & cowplete Cless III physical tc a quick
superricial examination., Undoubtedly there hove been flight dispensaries
where either the lerge volwue of physical exarminetions required; or the
lack of adequate facilities (or both), set the scene for laxity in physical
exaninations., » program initiated in the 10th Combat sviation Lattalion
revealed that ¢I three-fourths ¢f the gunners and crew chiels checked for
visual acuity, depth perception, peripheral anc¢ color vision, 10.7% did
not have 20/20 vision andé either needed glasses or neeced their present
zlusses changed. 2,37 failed the depth perception teste, and 8,9% failed
the color vision tests, There werc none who failed peripherzl vision
tests,

(3) ERaCOrLi=hDATLON. Periocic reeevaluation of all dvcr junners and
crew chiefs for visual =cuity, depth perception, pcripheral and culor

vision.
R /'w i
Lttt 10 £
4 Incl- Incl 1 w/d, Hq, DA WILLIsM i, Wo.LKER
as LIC, Infantry
Commianding
CISTRISUTION:

2 CINCUSARPAC, »~TTH: Gr0eP-DT, aPO 96558
3 CG, USaRV, ~TTN: AVHGC-DST, nPO 96375
2 CG, 1st avn mle, ATIN: . Vbu~iH, 2P0 96384
7 CO, 17th C.G, ATIN: ..VGD=SC, AP0 96240
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AVGD-SC (9 dov 68) 1lst Ind
- SUBJECT: Operational iieport of JOth Combat Aviation Battalion for Pericd
3 Ending 31 October 1968, nCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)
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PA, Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Group, APO 96240 25 November 1966
- TC: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-GC-OT, APO 96350 %

1, (U) This headquarters has raviewed the basic letter from the l0th
Combat Aviation Battalion., Pen and ink corrections of minor errors
have been inserted.

ARt e«

2, (C) This headquarters submits the following comments,

a. -Section 1, Operations.

L
[
5
i
;

(1) Paragraph 1d(2), Operations, pages 3 through 8: Units of the
10th Combat Aviation Battzlion provide aviation support in the seven
southern provinces of the II Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ)., The terminology
"direct support" and ''general support" is incorrect, Operational control

_ flows from I Field Force Vietnam (I FFOACEV) through this headquarters
. and the 1l0th Combat Aviation Baittalion to each aviation company. No

4 aviation company is in direct suprort of any ground unit in the JI CTZ.
Because of close proximity to zround unit areas of operation, certain
aviation companies habitually support specific sround units, as follows:

(a) The 48th Assault Helicopter Company habitually supports the
9th ROK Infan*ry Division.

(b} The 92nd and 192nd Assault Helicopter Companies habitually

surport Task Force South, wiich includes the 3rd Battalion, 506th
Infantry.

(c) The 28lst Assault Helicopter Company habltua¢ly provides
support throughout the battalion arca of operation.

M 4

(2) Paragraph 1k, Signal, page 15: COHCUR i1ith actions taken
and results produced. .

R ]

b. Section 2, lessons learncd,

(1) ~Parazraph 2a(l), Clerical Personnel Qualifications, page 16:
CONCUR., However, clarical personnel unzveidably lose some proficiency
subsequent to school attendance because of the 30 or LO-day period
required for oversea proccssing, leave, and travel.

G s,

(2) . Paragraph 2a(2), Aviator Assigmment, p=ge 16: CONCUR with
basic concept; however, implemsntation of the recammendation is not
feasible, Replucemcnts lazged behind schedtled losses during the

quarter and the primary assignment concern was maintaining strengths
among like units releatively constant, :

25
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AVGD=SC (9 Nov 68) 1st Ind 25 November 1968
SUBJEGT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Pericd
¥nding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

(3) Paragraph 2b(1), Aorial Drop of Inflammablus, pages 16 and 17:
CONCUR, Recommend this headquartors not be tasked for further missions
of this type,

(4) Peragraph 2b{2), Aerial CS Gas Drop. page 17: NONCCHCUR., The
field oxpsdient ges dispenser is safo if properly handlad and employed,
In addition, the oxpedient container is readily fabricated and is much
loss costly than the E158R2 Gas Dispenser,

(5) Paragraph 2b{3), Rappelling, pages 17 and 18: CONCUR, Although
the simple overhand knot reduces rope strength by forty percent, the
concept is noteworthy and should be evaluated for standard adoption.

(6) Paragraph 2b(L), Night Resupply, page '18: CONCUR with the
described method of lighting.as a workable procedurev to facilitate night
landings, This headquarters will circulate a copy of ths basic letter
to inform other subordinate commands,

(7) Paragraph 2c(1l), Flight Training, pages 18 and 19:

(a) NONCONCUR with the obsarvation that units must compromisc
quality by using inexperienced aviators to train replicements. The
Standardization Scction of this headousarters is manncd with cxperiunced
Insetructor Pilots and is available to assist group units in training
nowly aseignud aviators; the mos% recent visit to tho 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion was 5 through 8 November 1968,

(b) CONCUR with the recommendation that Instructor Filots should
be trained in CONUS, Only cxpericnced aviators should be sclectod for:
the progrum, and they should be MOI treined at the appropriate aviation /
school, Althougzh CONUS trained Instructor Pilots would requirc a i
ten-howr incountry flight orientation, thcy would possess the nuccssary
tochnjcal akills and ability to properly instruct incxperienced,
newly assigned aviators,

(8) Paragraph 2¢(2), UH-1H Training, page 19: NONCONCUR. Aviation
Training Bullctin Number 4, thie headquartors, dated 29 January 1968,

specifios that the battery will be in the aft position on all UH-1H
aircraft, as follows:

n3, BATTERY LOCATION IN UH-1H, . A rocent study by the 17th C.G
Maintenance Section on centor of gravity travol in the UH-1H
revealed that with the battery in the forwerd position, the
asircraft is often out of CG limits, This occurs with a light
fuol load and average rasupply type loads, So, the word is,
put the battery in the aft location, lcave it thcro, and
obsorve the rule of having two pcople in the cockpit.!
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AVGD~SC (9 Ncv 68) 1st Ind 25 November 1968
SUBJ3ICT: Operational fieport of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Peried
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (K1) (U)

(9) Paragraph 2¢(3), Crewchief and Doorgunner Training, page 19:
CONCUR., The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion is prasently sh:rt fifty
orewchiefs (MOS 67N20). This headquarters provides qualified replace-
ments when received, and each battalion receives a prorata share,
Until the strength of the hattalion reaches 100 percent, it ill be
necessary to conduct OJT for crewchiefs,

(10) Paragraph 2d, Security Forces, pazes 19 and 20: CONCUR.
The 52nd Security Platoon, with an zuthorized strength of 152 personnel,
is assigned to this group. A formal security survey conducted on
19 November 1968 recommended that your headquarters reli¢ve the 52nd
Combat Aviation Battalion of all tactical operational recuirements in
their assigned area of operaticn adjacent to Camp Holloway., The 52nd
Security Platoon currently satisfies these tactical reguirements., This
headquarters is preparing a letter requesting relief from the 30- square
kilometer arsea of operation near Hollovay., Upon approval of the request,
this headguarters will redeploy segments of the 52nd Security Flatoon
to provide internal and perimeter security for group units at Kontum,
Holloway, and Ban Me Thuot.

(11) Paragraph 2e(1), Fuel Cell Contamination, paze 20: COWCUR,
The fuel cell cleaningz procedvre described is appropriate, The Cam
Ranh Petroleum Laboratory recommended the use of alcohol, Alcohol,
JPL, or JP5 with manual agitation has proven effzctive for cleaning
in the past. Recomaend that fuel cells be inspected, and cleaned if
necessary, during every third periodic inspection,

(12) Paragraph 2e¢(2), Permanent Bunker Construction, page 21:
CONCUR. Permanent buniiers can te constructed using bricks or rocks
and coment, and would afford more protection during attaciks. Although
more expensivce to build, brick or rock bunkers would be cheaper over
an extended veriod bacause of savings in maintenancc over sandbag
bunkers, The following lcsson learncd is an cxtract from th:c Operational

Report of the 223rd Combat Support Aviation Battalion for the pcriod
ending 31 July 1968: -

(a) OBSZRVATION. Locally constructed bunk.rs of sand/laterite/ccment
bricks ar: less expensive and reguire less upkaep than sandbag bunkers,

(b) EVALUATION. Sandbags cost 28 to 36 cents each and deterioriate
rapidly, requiring replacement within three to six months, Bricks of
sand, laterite, and cement can be constructod locally at an average coat
of five cents each using brick press machines such as issued to many
Special Forces Camps. Two bricks replace one sand bag. Brick bunkars
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-SC (9 Nov 68) 1st Ind 25 November 1968

SUBJICT: Operational haport of 10Oth Combat Aviation Battalion for Puried
Erding 31 Oc+obar 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

require a wall thickncss of fowr bags. Although brick construction
requires more time, ths finishod structuro is perminent, sz:1f supporting,
provides more effactive protection, and requirce no maintunance. Five
laborers can produce 350 bricks per day and can build a four-man bunker
of 12 by 12 by 6 feet in five days, Thoe brick structure costing 45
dollars ruplaces a sandbag bunker costing 400 dollars.

‘{e¢) JECOMMINDATION. Provide portable brick press machinzs to

tnits on fixed installations, and replace sendbag bunkers with permancnt
brick structurcs,

“(13) Paragraph 2¢(3), XM-21 Subsystem, pege 21: CONCUR,
higher hecallquarters evaluate the conespt for possible future standard

adoption, Ammurition boxcs should not contain mory than 6400 rounds, or
_trhe,'a.j_._rcre_xft could ba overleaded,

Koecommend

(14) Parazraph 2g(1), THC-146, pages 21 and 22: CONCUR, The
noperator and repair manuals' referrcd to in paragraph 2g(1)(a), prze 21,
are actually menufacturcrs publications, The battalion has offectively
uscd the services of ECOM pursonnel, The lst Aviation Brigade Sigmal
officer is currently conducting a study of the AN/TRC-146 mairtenance
system. Results of this study should improve and disperse the general

support maintenance capability for thv radio set throughout the wuepublic
of Victnam.

(15) Parazrari 2g(2), XY-28, page 22: CONCUX, Onc cable clamp
must be removed from the bottom of the mount to allow the cible to extend
sufficiently for conncetion to the KY-28, Onco the set is properly
installed, the problem is =liminutod. -

(16) Paragraph 2g(3), AN/ARC-54, pages 22 and 23: CUNCUX. This
hsadguarters will query other subordinate commands for an cvaluation of

the stated recommendation and for additional suggcstvd solutions to tho
problem.

(17) Paragraph 2h, Protective Glovos, page 23: CONCUR., This

' headouarters will circulate & copy of the basic letter to ~ppraise

other subordinatc commands of this worthwhile recommeondation,

(18) Paragraph 2i, Ph;'eica.l Zxaminstions, pagcos 23 and 24: CONCUR.
The improved .,x:mination and sercaning of doorgunncrs and crewchiefs
pinpointcd a problem arcs which procipitated thorough ovalustions
throughout tha group, Pkwsical standards for these personncl have beon

rigidly applied, and they will be closely and ca.refully examined in the
future,
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CONFIDENTIAL
= AVGD=SC (9 Nov 68) 1st Ind 25 Novembor 1968 £
. SUBJECT: Operaticnal lsport of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period £
- Eading 31 October 1968, RC3 CSFOR-65 (R1) (V) =
5 ¢. Soction 3, Hcadguarturs, Department of the Army Survey Information, %
= The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion had no input during the quarter for 4§
= the DA survey on escape, evasion, and survival, :
FOR THE COMMANDER: ]
Z ) ?'
aﬁ% &, ﬁ%\
7/JOSEPH C,. 1E FLOIE 3

11T, AGC i

Adjutant H

CF: 3
. 2 ACSFOR, DA, Washington, DC 20310 i
8 CO, 10th CAB 2
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVPA-GC-0P (9 Nov 68) 24 Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APQO 96350
701 Coikanding Genural, lat Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

(C) This headquarters has evaluated subject report and indorsement
and makes the following commentst

a. Reference paragraph 2b(2), Section 2, page 17, Aerial CS Gas
Drop. Nonconcur for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Aviation, lst
Indorsement. This headquarters has monitored operations using the
fleld expedient gas dispenser and found it to be safe when emplo:ed
by trained personnel.

b. Reference paragraph 2c(l), Section 2, pages 18 and 19, Flight
Training and Standardization of Newly Assigned Aviators. Nonconcur
for reasons stated by the 17th Combat Avisetion Group, lst Indorsement.

o. Reference paragrarh 2¢(2), Section 2, page 19, Standardiza- i
tion of UH-1H Training. Nonconcur for reasons stated by the 17th Com- 1
bat Aviation Group, lst Indorsement. Additionally, paragraph 12-116, i
T™ 55-1520-210-20 specifies that the battery should be mounted in the :
aft position when armor seats are installed in the helicopter.

FOR THE COMMANDZRs

T, AGC
st m
Cy furn:
17th Cbt Avn Gp
i
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AVBA-C (9 Nov 68) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Ending 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR (R1) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATICN B_RIGA.DE, APO 96384 1 T0FC 1GRR

THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

TOt Asgsistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C., 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to te
adequate, and concurs with the contents.

2. (C) The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph 1f(4), page 11. This headquarters concurs with th»
concept of fcrming battalion Asaistance Teams to improve the maintenance
rosture of any subordinate unit.

b. Paragmaph 1£(5), page 11. Nomex flight gloves remain in short
supply. USAICC is requisitioning 5,000 pair per month for replacement
issues. Both the old brown flying gloves and the gray leather gloves
will be stocked until adequate supplies of the Nomex gloves are available,
Approximately 2,000 pair of sun glasses have been igsued to units in
the past few weeks. Present stock is 700 pair in the Qui Nhon depot and
1,200 pair in the Da Nang depot. Requisitions for 12,000 pair for stock
have been sent to CONUS. They ere being shipped by Sea-Land in unmarked
containers for security purposes.

¢. Paragraph lh, page 13 and paagraph 2i, page 23. Medical quali-
fication requirements for crew chiefs (Flying class 3) and door gunners
are prescribed in AR 40-501, USARV Regulation 40-43, asnd lst Aviation
Brigade Regulation 40-2. At present, the local flight surgeon certifies
class 3 exams if they are qualified. If the individual is disquslified
and requests a waiver, it is forwarded through channels to HQ, USARV for
action by the USARY Aviation 'iedicine Congultant. (At present he is
also the lst Aviation Brigade Surgeon..) No waiver is approved for flying
class 3 unless recommended oy the examining flight surgeon and ihe unit
commander. Experience has shown that a large percentage of the individuals
wvith appropriate MOS's cannot passs class 3 standarde. The commander has
the choice of accepting an individual with waivered defects or to conmtinue
looking for fully medically quaiified personnel. Door gunners require &
certificate from the examining flight surgeon based upon a records
check and generzl examination. A complete class 3 exam is not feasible due
to the numbers involved. Qualification will be a function of the flight
surgeon's evaluation and the commander's desires. Again, experience in-
dicates that if the FS adheres to strict standurds on these exams, it is
difficult to obtein adequate numbers of individuals. A recurring rprobdblem
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBA-C 170EC 1968

SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for
Perjod Epding 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR (R1) (U)

in vietnam has been the practice of placing individusls on flight status
long befoxe he is exmmined. When major defects are discovered the com-
menders in soms cases have insisted that waivers be obtained because
"you're just taking away his money" and “he has to fly anyway." The
requirement for periodic examinations or.reexaminations of individuals on
flying status in EVN has been waived by DA unless deemed necessary by the
flight surgeon or commander. Based upon the above comments pericdic
exame would appear of questionable velue as & general rule since we
already know many individusls have defects. The battalion surgeon, how-
ever, 1a perfectly free to reexamine anyc he believes requires it,

at any time. Commente by the battalion surgeon of the 10th CAB regarding
examinations "thromghout RVN™ are inappropriate because of his lirmated
sphere of information and concern. Any deficlency in quality of examina-
tion within the 10th CAB is his resp.nsibility to correct.

d. Pavagraph 2a(1), page 16 and paragreph 2b(l), lst Indor:ement.
This heudquarters concurs with unit's recommendations concerning clerical
personnel. Many TOALC and 71B20 personnel observed by this headquarters
have been school treined in their MOS although ACB scores indicated low
aptitude for the clerical and administrative fields.

e. Paragraph 2c, page 18. Concur. 18t Aviation Brigede is currentl;’
conducting e UH-1 IP School to trein end standardize operational UH-1
IP's in all units throughout the Brigade. A one week refresher course
is conducted for those IP's who have previously attended a USAAVNS MOI
course and a two week course for those personnel, recommecnded by unit
commanders, who have not completed an MOI IP course. The ultimate goal
of the school ir to train a minimum of two standardized Brigede IP's in
each AHC or Air Cavelry Troop, and one in each Battalion, Squuuron or
Group Stendardization Section.

f. Paragraph 2¢(2), page 19, paragraph 2b(8), lst Indorsement
end paragraph ¢ 2d Indorsement. Battery should be located in the positicn
that afford the aircraft the best CG during a given mission. It is tle
renponaibility of the operator tc ingure thut the aircraft is opermted
within CO0 limite at all times and to determine which configuration
(tuttery in forward or rear pcuition) is best for his mission. There
it no constant "Rule of the Thund",

g. Paragraph 2¢(3), page 19 and parsgraph 2b(9), 1st Indorsement.
4 throe and one helf week course i airrently being conducted at Fort
Rucker, Alabama to train basic entry maintenance personnel (MOS 67A10)
wu aircreft doorgunners (MOS 67A1F). The trairing howevor, is insufficient
to i1l “he requirements of aviation units in RVN. An OJT program must
#1111 be conducted after the individuaml arrives in-country to femiliarize
him wiih unit SOP's, methods of operation and to augment training received
el ihe formel docr guwmers achool in CONUS.
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Avietion Battelion for
Period Ending 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR (R1) (U)

h. Paragraph 2d, page 19 and paragraph 2b{10), 1st Indorsement.
Concur with need for extra security guard personnel. However, individual
locations will determine exact number required. The security guard prob-
lem is recognized by USARV and some security guam™ spaces have been al-
loceted to the CAGs. USARV G-3 Force Development indicates that extra
spaces for security force personnel are not available. Personnel for
a security force must therefore come from in country assets. Unit request
for such personnel should be made to CAG HQ for reevaluation of security
force personnel at that level.

i. Paragraph 2¢(l), page 20 and paragraph 2b(1l1), lst Indorsement.
Mesasage containing information has been dispatched to all Brigade Groups
for their consideration.

j+ Paragraph 2e(2), page 21 and paragraph 2b(12), lst Indorsement.
Penepriming of sandbags doubles service life of sandbags, however, for
more permanent type of bunker construction, fortification materials,
i.e., lumber, can be requested through supply channels or from supporting
engineer units. Normally, cement is available only for MCA construction.

k. Paragraph 2¢{3), page 21 and paragraph 2b(13), 1lst Indorsement.
USARV Aviation Armament Section and the 34 GS Group have been apprised
of the modification mentioned in this report. 34th Group will study
the modification, if it is approved they will issue instructions to
modify all XM-21 systems in country.

1. Paragraph 2h(l), page 23 and paragraph 2b{17), lst Indorcement.
The rubber glove, FSN B415-641-4601, presently being utilized by the
48th AHC, is not authorized for this purpose in CTA 50-901, dated 5 Oct 66.
However, rubber glove FSN 8415-823-7455, LIN J69845, is authorized, 1
pair per individual when duty requires hand protection from organic sol-
vents. Authority found in CTA 50~901, page 46. Recommend that rubber
glove, FSN 8415-823-7455, be utilized “y refueling personnel., This item
is authorized ard can be requisitioned through normal supply channels.

VY

LEE S. PETERSON
ASST ADJ GEN

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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AVHGC-DST (9 Nov 68) 4th Ind
SURJECTs Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 31 October 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (RL) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2y Uil 1968

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Amy, Pscific, ATTN: G POP=DT, -
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Heport-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters, 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion.

2. Comrents follow:

a, Reference item concerning qualifications of clerical personnel, page
16, paragraph 2a(l) and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2d. This headquarters
will {initiate & survey throughout USARV to determine the specific probleums.
Based on the results, action will be initiated to remedy the situation,

b. Reference item concerning flight standardization and training of
newly assigned aviators, page 18, paragraph 2¢(1); 1lst Indorsement, para-
graph 2b(7); 2d Indorsement, paragraph b; and 3d Indoraement, paragraph
2e, Concur with comments in the indorsements.

' FOR THE COMMANDER3

Y

W. C. ARNTZ
' CPT, AGC
As3fstant A ant Censra¥
Cy furn:
HQ 1st Avn Bde
HQ 10th CAB
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= GPOP-DT (9 Nov 68) Sth Ind (U) %f
£ SUBJECT: Operational Report of 10th Combat Aviation Battalion for Period

Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

?

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 10 JAN 1969

TO: Assigtant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

i “IHI‘W""“"\“V"”"f"'l"\'|

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorsements
and concurs in the report as indorsed,

e

. FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

7 QU gt
C. L SHORIT

CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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¢ OPERATICNAL RESULTS AS OF 31 OGTOBER 1968 i
L:é 1. (C) Results. L;;
£ - Cargo 3
£ , Sorties  Troops Lifted  Enemy  Structures  Sampans £
’ % Unit Flom — Lifted  (PNS) KB4 Dam Dest Dam  Dest *
HID 10 CRB 70 0 0 © o o o o £
L L8 aHC 32577 51379 2605 12 0 0 0 0 3
£ 92 AHC 15666 23017 482 0 0 0 0 0 :
155 &G 2122} 32649 739 29 0 0 0 0 E
192 &HC 16729 3096 7L8 2 W 6 o 6 z
2l3 4HC 10596 30027 13126 0 0 0 0 0 :
__ 281 MHC U8 25162 166 s 25 2 o :
10 CRB 11335L 193196 17668 16 3% 32 o 10 §
f 2, {C) Losses. ?
| bircraft Lost Aircraft Damaged j
% Unit Nr Type Nr H
i H , H
: HHD 10 CAB 0 0 L
i
L6 tHC 0 UH-1B 1 E:
UH=-1H 7 s
: £
92 aHC UH-1C 2 0 3
. UH-14 2 i
155 &He UH-1H 5 UH=1C 3 i
192 4G UH-1D 2 UH=1H 7 i
] Ud-1H 1 1D 1 i
UH-1C 2 §
23 AsHC CH=U74A ] CH-U74 12 ’
1 261 aHC W-1H 1 UH=1H 6
. UH-1C u
{ 10 CAB 1, 3
:
: Incl 2 CONFIDENTIAL
34
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AIRCRAFT STATUS A4S OF 31 OCTOBER 1968

UH-1C UH-1D/M CH-LTA Ub-A

UNIT Auth OH Auth OH Auth OH Auth oH

HHD 2 2 1 1
# 48 AHC 8 7 23 20

92 AHC 8 6 23 19

155 AHC 8 8 23 20

192 A 8 7 23 19

281 AHC 8 8 23 19

243 ASKC 15 17

10 CaB Lo 36 117 99 15 17 1 1

# 4B AHC has "E" Models,

37
Incl 3 :
’ - CONFIDENTIAL




ﬁ )m '”' ¥ aiﬁ ol 3 I
A TRV LA D s 9AY OO b i gt 1 oy

¢ AW piage e pmsnan « o s o8 g -~ - I et Kbt ol s (| A R IO
i QUARTERLY SUMMARY OF MAINTENANCE DATA AND FLYING HOUR PROGRAM
% g August thru October 1968
i »
3 aw o
i TYPE NO ACFT % £ TOT HRS FLYING € FLY HR AV HRS PER
i UNIT ACFT ASGD &Y NORS NORM QUARTER PROGR/\M PROGRAM ACFT PER MO
} 18 Wl 27.7 90,5 2.3 7.2 7250 4980 145.6 87.4
1
[ x ]
‘i = 92 UH-1 26.7 75.7 6.0 18.3 5935 L8co 123.6 .3
| B = 2% -l 283 75.5 6.2 183 6U99 5100 127.4 76.4 =
! ™Mo,
B’ aw UH-L  27.3  Thsé 7.1 18.3 6120 4920 1243 .l =
- . ™m
) = 281 UH-1  28.0  78.5 8.1 13.4 5825 5040 115.6 64.9 =
e 23 ca-h7A 163 S9.0 9.1 3L 3732 2450 12l 76.3 -
| o '
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The following items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned
Index:

ITEM 1

* SUBJECT TITLE

*%* FOR OT RD #

**%PAGE #

ITEM 2

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

PAGE #
ITEM 3

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #
PAGE # : * -
ITEM 4

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #
PAGE #
ITEM 5

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

PAGE #

* Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item
of interest.

** FOR OT RD # : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans-
mittal. This nuwber must be accurately stated. ' :

***Page # 1 That page on which the item of interest is located.
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