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CONFIiDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 10TH AVIATION BATTALION (COMBAT)
APOQ 96377

AVBACRB.\E 1/ November 1069

STRIFCT: Operational Revort-lessons Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
{Combat): Period "nding 31 October 1959

SEE DISTRIRITTION

1, Section 1, Operationg: Significant Activitieg,

a. (C) General: The mission of the 10th Aviation Pattalion (Combat)
is to provide aviation sunrort as directed by Comranding Officer, 17th
Aviation CGroup (Combat) in supnort of airmobile opcrations designed to
search out and destroy the insurgent enemy and to extend Government of
Viatnam (GVN) Control of the population: To provide general support
aviation asg directed hy Comanding Officer, 17th Aviation Group (Combat)
to First Tield Forces Vietnam (ITFV), Deputy Senior Advisor (D3&) IT
Corps and 5th Special Forces Grovp (SFG): To provide command and control
of agsirned and attached units as directed by Cormmanding Officer, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat), . An organization chart is attached (Incl 1),

b, () Rergonnel

(1) Personnel rotations continue to exceed the 15% maximum in Octobter
snd November as previously reported,

(2) A shortage of assipgned cooks, clerks and wheel vehicle mechanics
43 causing a drain of aviation maintengnce pergonnel to f1l1l these positions.
Dyring the reporting period, the Ffollowing percent of shortages occurred
in these M0S, The projected losses will compound this problem.

(a) Clerks - 22%,

(b) Cooks -~ 13%,

(¢) Wheel) vehicle mechanics - 25%.

FoR oT vT

g4 oqo DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Inc losure PECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
) 5O® IR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL
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(1) Paysicrl Secwrity: Tmrovencnt of tha def-n~iva posture continues
throuchatt the 10th Arintion “nttalion (Combat) on o dailw basis,
(a)  Femdgrarsers ant Vendsvoart s Comnany rrpai=~d or roconstructed
211 “ielting nositions ag meeuirved alone the YHE poyimeicre "anfe cards
wmatBion an o 71 1ds of Tirn vere improved and clearcd.

ware o773 Lo eac
111 elavmore mines werc inencot-d, rowired, and clenrly markoed for
$aants fication. Two (°Y  nm~u wnmnition brnkers vere co pleted during
the ovarter,
(b) The ifth iviation Commanr (issault Heljcopter) continued to make

defensc irmprovercnts throughout *he renorting cvarter., The 9th ROK Dive
jaion asstmed responsibility of the unit's nortion of thz perimeters
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACTLAE 1/, November 1969
SUBJFCT: Owarational Report.-laiusons Lessmiod, 10th Aviation Battulion
(Combt): Period Endi ng 31 Octohor 1099

(¢) The 92nd Aviation Company (Aasault Holicopter) rebuilt two puard
towars and conatrictod ono n-v oone, Additional econcertina vire nnd clay-
more mines have haen omliced, Revatmenta for two nerimeter eenerators
and the POL pmmp worn conatructed. Bapalr and econstruction o ajrcraft
revetiontt ond o hover Tane by the 18th Enpinenr Rrirade heve been delnyrd
indefinitoly due to priority cnrinncr nrojocts,

(d) The "1t Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) Mt ars nlong the
southeastern p rimoter were cl-aved and new ficlds o fire were cstablishes.
The motor pool was rnclosed with a hiph chain fence ten (10) foet hiph.
Perimeters are insproted dally for maintenance of bunters and orrmnition
avail bility.

(2) Intelligence and Counter-Intolligences

(a) %t 0030 hevrs, 7 Aug 69, WIC, 10th Aviction Battalion {Combat)
recclved an ~stimtad 30 to 35 rovnds of 82 mm mort r fire. an ambulance
received hravy damrge: a 3/4 ~nd A 1/4 ton truck wer» moder~tnly damoged,
Two (2) BON were maderstely damagrd. Additionaly two (2) powor lines weve
geveresd by shropnel, There were four (4) friendly casu-ltics who were
evacueted to 12th Adr Foree Hospit-l in Cam Ranh Bay,

(b} Tho ©2nd Avintion Com~-nv (Assayult Heliconter) roccived one (1)
stand-oTf ~ttrck congisting of ?3 rounds of &2 mnm mortar fire on 23
September 1949 at 2200 hours. Two (2) UH-1 rececived maior damarn, four
(4) UH=1 minor damie., One (1) nlntoon buildirg rocoived 1icht shropnal
demapn,

(¢) The 155th “vintion Company (A-~spult Falicopter) racoived two (2)
attacks durine this cuertor. On 16 August a-nrovdmtaly 27 rovnda of
mivad 82 mm mortar ad B=40 rock~ta ecusnd heavy demare to on- (1) air-
errf't and modor-te domioe to Tour (4) more. Tight (8) i e e Tud-
ing nne (1) of the nev sentry cog komnels rocedvod modar-toe “omare.  Four
(4) vohicles raceiva” modernte damas and nuncrous tolenhons Tines yoars
cut by shrapnel, Eipht (2) nerzommel wers indured, thres o7 vhich i~
medical evacuation. On 25 Octob r 1047 an satimited 13 rornds o7 &0
mortar lightly dam=mpad thr-c (3) “ivernft, soven (7) rehiclrs, one (1)
building and woundcd Tive (5) narsonnrl, two (2) of which were avecunti?,

(d) The 281st Aviation Company (As~ault Tlelicovtar) continued to
suprort "Projact Delta" in the I Corp Tactic~l Zone, Intclligonce roports

revealed NVA troon movement aleng th~ demilitarizod zone ~nd thce northern
adge of the Ashau wlley,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACR-AD 1/. Yovember 1959
SUBTE!T: Oper tioni] Revort=lessons Tearnot, 1080 fviotion Rittalion
{(Combat): Poriod Ending 31 Octobrr 1959

d. (C) Operntiong

(1) Plang: At the closc of the reporting ~oried th- 10th Aviation
Battalion [Combrt) is commanding ~nd coordirating the mi “iions of its
agsigned units from besc eamm at Dong Ba Thin, RV, On 16 Sceptember 1959
the battalion tactical oper~tlons center was deploved to Ban ''» Thuot
to awgmont the 155th Avi~tion Comprny (Asscult Helicopter). The
battalion element was further deploy~d on 6 Octobor 1959 to Gin Nghia,
The tactical oper~ticns center wrg deoployecd in conjunction with and in
sunport of tho 23rd ARVN Division (LT) in the OuAng Duc Province., The
mission terminated 5 Octoh r 1949, On 27 Octobor 1942 th trcticrl
onerations centrr was apain deployed from the batt~lion bise to an Mo
Thunt to augment thn 155th Aviation Comrany (Asgault Helicoptor). At
the close of the quarter the element is still in the Ban Mo Thuot locatinn,

(2) Operations: Units of th~ 10th Avirtion Batt~lion (Combh-t)
provided avistion surmort throuvyhout the scven eouthorn nrovinces of
the II Corp Tacticnl Zone, Aviation assets are furnishe” to sumort Task
Force South, a joint U,S, and ARVN opcration in thn Dnlot, Boo loc,
Phan Thict area, consisting of the 3rd Battolion, 503rc Infontry, 173rd
Airborne Brigade and 3rd Battalion, 506 Infentry, 101sh Airborne Division
(Airmotile) nlong with ARVN Rangor and Infantry units. Additionally,
sunmort is provided to the 9th Inf Division (ROK), the 22nd and 23rd
Inf Divisions, (ARVN) 5th Speci=l Forces Group, and general sumport
throughout the are~ o” oper~rtions. The 10th Aviation Battalion (Comhat)
contimied to maintain cight (8) 147t ships ond six (6) gunchips ot Mai
Ioc in the I Corr Tretileal Zone in support of Project Dolta from the 281st
Aviation Commeny (Assault Helico-ter).

(3) Summary: A rocapitulation of all uvnit results ig attached
(Incl 3). ~

(a) Orerations o” “he 48th Avistion Compony (Assault Holiconter):
The company continued in general supnort of the ©th Infantry Division
(ROK), Missions includcd: command nnd enntrol, resunply, combat assaults
and extractions, idmini-trative troon movements, convoy enver, rcconnais-
sance and medical evreustion, The 48th also nrovided genernl sumort to
U.S, and ARVN forces in the sovtharn IT Corp area. During the quarter the
9th Infantry Division (ROK) surorted by tho 48th AC(AH) killed 300 encmy
and captured 6, Onc hundercd thirty seven small arms and twelv: erow=
served weapons werc cantured, The 9th Inf MHvigion ~uffared 1 KIA and
2 WIA, The 4B8th sunported the 9th ROK Division on scveral regimental-
sige combet asseults during the reporting period. The 30th Regiment, 9th
ROK Division ended an oneration on 7 August thot hrd commenced 31 July,

A
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVRACB-AE 1/ Moventor 1969
SUBJECT: Operationnl Report-les--ne Lecrnad, 1067 Avi -t on Battalien
(Combrit):  Portod Ending 31 Octoher 1069

The 48th provided planning and execution of diily reswiply and troop
movement, On 72 Aurust 1969, the /48th inserted the 3rd Battnlion, 26th
Repiment, This was phisc 1 of a 2 phise onerntion, Phise 2 commenced on
10 Cctobrr with tho insertion of 30th Regiment, 9th ROK Diviaion reinforeed
wvith one (1) battalion, The repiment onorcted in the mountains southwest
of Nha Trang, The operation, known as Dong Bo 9, w g t rminnted on 19
October 1949,

(b) Onoratinng o th- 92nd Aviation Compony (Agromlt Helicoptor):

At the close of the reporting period the mission of the unit cont nued to
be genornl surmort of tha II Corm Tactiecal Zome, Misslon time wos dlvided
botween support of Task Force South ~nd 23rd Infantry Division LT CP which
jncluded the 44th and 53rd Infantry (Rogimonts), 3/803rd Airborne Infantry
and the 3/506th Adrhorne Infontry (Airmobile), Additionally unit aireraft
“lew in sunnort of Doputy Scndor fdvisor (DSA) II Corp Boo Loe, Phan Rang,
Dalat Mha Trang and Ban Me Thuot, Tho comnany orerated a forward tactienl
site at Bao lLoc until 2 September 1069 -t vhich time the unit was reounited
#t bas~ comp in D'ng Ba Thin,

(¢) Opcrations for the 155th Avi~tion Commany (Assenlt V'ali copter):
The 155th Aviation Compahy (Assault Helicopter) contimied to supnort
23rd Inf Divisinn (ARVN), Detachment B-53 and B=50 (5th Spocial Forcees
Group) and other operaticns in Darlae, “uang Meue, Kien Due, Tuyen Due,
and Khan Hoa Provinces. Emphasis on intelligenee gathering missiong
(23rd Pivision sniffer and P-50) incrcased due to suspected cnomy builde
ups. To assist in the increascd avintion requirements, the company ro-
ceived operatioml control of the following cirernft from the 52nd
Aviati~n Battalion (Combat):’ four (4) gunships from the 129th Aviatjon s
Company (Assault Helicopter), four (4) gunships from the 170th Avintion
Comrany (Assault Helicopter), ~nd two (2) CH-47 Chinnoks from the 179th
Aviation Commany (Assavlt Suppert Helicopter), In addition to the intell-
igence missions inerease, six (6) new artillery fire bases were constructe
ad (Coordinates YU 991838, 202634, 511429, 577538, and 656527), which
had air line of communications only, The 155th Aviation Company with
OPCON aircraft nrovided most of the required support.

(d) Orcrations for the 192nd Aviation Company (Assenlt Helicopter):
The 192nd AC (AH) continued to provide general supnort to Taak Force South,
23rd Infantry Division (ARVN) LTCP, 116th Tngincor Battalion, Deputy Senior
Advignr (DSA) II Corp and administrative ~nd loglstical support for MACV
personnel, Additionally, the 192nd AC (AH) provided avintion supnert to
3/506th Infantry, 1/50th Mech Inf, and "C" Co, 75th Rangors, A 1ift ship
in an LZ wvas attacked by 8 NVA/VC, Tho crew chies and gunnor took thom under
fire and elght (8) enemy confirmed KIA werc credited. On 22 October 69,
at 1855 hours, contact with one gunshin wns lost whilec in support of the
75th Rangers, Three days later tho missing gunship eand crew woere located,
There were no survivors,

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-AT 1/ Uavember 1969
SURITCT: Operatirral Report=Lessons Lecrnod, 10th Aviation Bettalion
(Combat): Pericd Pnding 31 Octolwer 1040

(e) Operationg for the 2°1at Aviotion Cempony (A~sult Helieopter):
The company continued to onerate on ~ very divergi©iod schedvle. The
221st AC (AH) with Projcet Delta in the I Corp Tactical Zono onernting
cut of the Forunrd Opnnration Bege (TOB) at 'ai Ioc, pnve aviation
suprort to twn (2) phases of Cpeyrati-n "3-60", The Phanes supported were
Phaseo IT (Trojun Hrrge II), which bogan during thos 10+t reperting »oeriod
and Phase IIT (Trojan Horse ITI), which bopan on 14 Cetober 1040 ~nd 37 4n
oneration through thy end of this roporting peried, Avintisn support of
MACV Recnndo Schenl elnsses wes nlso nrovided, Tha gunshi- nlntoen of the
2213t Aviation Company (Assault Hnlicopter) has romnined nf the FOR durine
this reporting period cxeept for a frurteen (14) d~y brenk thnt storted at
the end of Operntion "3-40" Phass 1T and onded at the bogioeins of Phase
ITI, fdrcraft not statisned at the MOB and not roovired o sumert "ACY
Recondo Schocl nrovided stmmart for uwnits through~mut II Comp area. The
types of missions were many "nd vorieds resupply, comb:t assoults,
parachute, concealed detector (Snif or), searck nd rascue and medical
evacuation,

(f) Operatinns of the 243rd Aviation Company (Assrult Support Helw
icopter): The unit contimued to pr-vide goncral support Sn the seven
sruthern provinees of the IT Corns Tretie~l Zone., Specific units support-
ed ~n a dnily basis wore: Task Frree South/23rd Infontry Division IT CP,
the 9th ROK Infantry Division (*Mitn Horso), 23rd Infntrv Division (ARVI)
and DSA II Corp. The unit recoversd 16 downed tacticol ~ireraft during
this reporting prerird.

e. (U) Ormanization:

(1) During this reporting period, the battalion I'C and ~11 componies
came under chanpged MTOT. The gencral orders implementing the new 'TOE
were effective prior to this reporting quartoer; houever, the orders were
recelv~d by this battclicen in October, The following are ths currcont MIOE
and general order numbnrs,

(a) HHC - MIOE 1256 GP0O2; USARPAC GO # 329, dtd 2/ Apr 59.

(b) 48th, 92nd, 155th, 192nd, 27'1st Aviaticn Commenies (Assault
Helicopter) - MIOL 1-077 GPD3; VISARPAC GO # 329, dtd 2/ Apr &9.

(¢) 243rd Aviation Companyr {(Ass ult Suppart ”clicoptar) - MTCE 1-258
GP03, TIBARPAC GO # 357, atd 1 =y 69,

(r) (1) Training

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-AE 1/, Novembor 1949
SUBJECT: Operational Ronmort-Lessons Lonrned, 10th Avintion Battalion
(Combat): Period Ending 31 Octob~r 1969

(1) Training this quarter has eonsisted of inereas2d cmphasis on
aviatinn anfety. Clnases werce held on safety procedurcs for ~ireraft crows;
first aid has becen =»vicwed and a vigorous chock ride wrogram has beon
pursucd, Instruction on woapnns safety and live fire excrcises were
conducted. Character puidance, commrnd informaticn, weter safety, vehicle
gsafovy, civil affeirs, field sanitation, milit-ry justice ~nd escome ~nd
evasion were among the most immertont subjects covered thils peoried, A
Jungle escape and evasisn t-am from Clark Air Force Bace, Phillinines
presented instructicn to all units within th- bott~1i n during the ourrter,

(a) 48th Aviotion Company (Assauvlt Heliconter): The training orogram
continued to increasc this quarter, A new flipght nrogrwm wes instituted
with more stringent requirements Yor nilots to becomo Adrerzft Commenders.

(b) 92nc Avi~tion Commany (Agsault Helicontor): Commond ommbasis wes
nlaced on alreraft, vchicle and weepons safoty, Standerizati-n and maint-
enance suhtjects verc also ~resented, Classes were conducted on o weekly
bagis concerning Geneva Convention, Code of Conduct, drivers trrining and
SAEDA (Subversion and Espionrge Dirceted Against tho United States),

(c) The 155th Aviation Cemmany (As ault Heiicopter) cont nued manditery
training with increased emphasis on wecpons s~fety, aviatim safoty ond
survival, escene and cvasion, Instruction ccncorning defonse ~gainst
sarper attack was also nrrgented. The eompany increasced its requircments
for designation as Aircraft Commandor: 300 flying h~urs in Vietnam, 5
hours night flying 5 hours hooded flight, two maintencnce test flights,

a scorc of at least 90% each on an omon and closad bock ormm cohcerndtg
information found in thn aircra®t onerators manual ~nd tuo check rides
conduct~d by an instructor nilot while flying an opcrrtional missioen,

(@) 192nd Aviation C~mpany (Ass ult Helicort r): ‘'hndatory training
has continued thronghout the ~o-ied, A vignrous nrogrom h's been initintod
in the form of clossos for nersomnel concerning subject= such as sndividual
crow 3d9rved weapons ~nd perimcter defense. In September o “1lm was shown
and an informal semirar ¢onfucted by instructors from the Air Force Jungle
Surviv~l School, Clnrk A4r Torc~ Basc, Phillinines, on cseonc and avnsim,

(o) 281st Aviation Crmmony (issault Helicopter): Troining was glven
this quarter on the ollowing suvbjrcts: sentry duby, nvsical security,
oscapc and eveslon, covntor-simnor troining, personnel hvrgine, ficld '
sandtati-n, co’c o ¢ nduct, CBH Unrfare, riot cintrol, lond mine wer'are,
eivil affairs, first aid ~nd emergency trentmont. An o’ ™cor from tho SJA
Offico, IFFV, gave 2 class on the amendments to tho UCMT,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAC AT 14 Nevember
SUBJFCT: Onerati~ne) Rev-rtelesans Lecrned, 10th “vlstien Batgalion
(Conbat):r Porind End ng 31 Octob. r 1962

{(£) »243r4 Aviati n Cormany {Aarnlt Sunmort Helieonb r): The unit
contimued ita cross triiving of nonetviatior crormombers,. Munlification
of individuala with the M-16, M=70 -~nd M=A0 1ns5 e-nducted. Woeklr clmases
ware glven ~n mandntory subjects and bl-m-nthly classes vere given on
aviation a~fety,

g. (C) Llogistics
(1) General:

() On the last day of this quarter, the hatialirn rceelved » warning
crder to orerare t~ cstahlish o forvnrd refueling ~nd senrming peint to
suprort operatiens vest of Ban Mo Thuot,

(b) Emphasis has been nlac~d on obtrining ne many ~merational cargo
hooks for the UM=ll s possibie. Tho intent is to emable the sunported
units to move am~1l) londs without recuesting CH~A7 support.

(2) Surnly: The 155th Aviction Company (Assault Tleliconter): During
this avarter, the company groatly imnroved supnly manarcment by roducing
the mamber of hand raceipt ~eerunts from 26 te 12, The vnit 2lso feund
the contrnct laundry to be opncrntng in violotion of the eentract. Followw
up Action resulted in eancolleti~n of the c-ntract cnd nrov sion of Ilnunde
ry service by 2 guortermaster lowndry undt, This should rosult in
improved services.

(3) Maintenance

() Dur‘ng this quarter, thc retrogprade time for UK-IH aircraft wms
extended from 2200 hours to 3300 hours, for CH=47 aircraft, the oxtension
wvas frem 1800 hours to 2400 hours, Scme indtial difficvlties wor~ encountered
becausc TBO items had not been requi-itinned for the ajrerift nearing
rotrograde, The dif”liculties do not ammenr at this time to he insurmount-
able but increased demond for parts ean be anticinted dve te additional
ungcheculed mainteonance on older cireraft,

(b) 155th Aviati-n Commany (Aasavlt Heliconter)

(1) With eipht (8) additionrl gunships under operati-nal eontiol of
tho 155th AC (AH), the unschodule? mi‘ntonance r~ouirements have ineraas-
~d 30%. Idais~n with the prrent unit of the gun-hips ~nd with ths supporting
DSU havo partinlly nllcviated the burden. However, thore eontimies to be
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-AE 1/ Movomber 1969
SURJFCT: Opercticnd Report Lessona-Learncd, 10th Avintion Battalien
(Combot): Perind Lnding 31 Qctobor 1900

a high unscheduled mintonineo requirement vhich, 1f susta ned, may
rrgult in a lower airer-fi ayniloblity rote within the unit.

(2) Proelimin~ry roeults Af the new scl f=purging norhicd 2 aseparater
are encouraging.

{¢) 243rd Aviation Company (Assault Support Helicopter): There hove
been a considernhie number of rorvard rotary wing blades repliced due to
erosion of the spor nnse Cope The orosion causas dents in the leading
edge in an area fron the blade tip cap to twelve jnches inbtound of the
tip eap, Tho drnts develop inte holes which necessitate tlrde alrngac.

(a) Aircraft assigned ns of 31 October 190, (Incl L)

( (o) Oartorly Svrmary of ‘mqntenrnee Deta and Flying Iaur Programe
Incl 5)

() Construction: Construction on mandors Heliport remins to be
completed, Hipher priority cnrincor wissions have halted vork ~n this
project,

n, (C) Comrunicotions: Lfficiency of conmunicatinns operatincns were
significantly improved in the 281st Aviation Company (Assault Holicoptor)
by rearranging the installation of the unit's switehboard, the AN/PRC 47,
the AN/VRC 47, and the newly acgurired AN/PRC=41 (UMD), 21l of vhich mist
remain operational 2/ hours daily. The new arrangement requiros enly one
operator per shift which results in a reductinon of totol onerators recdrod
without degradation of the quality of comuni.cations.

i, Materjal: IMNone

jo Civil AfTajra:

(1) 48th Aviation Company (issavit Melicoptor): Tho compny in coop~
eraticn with the 29th ROK Regimont nnd MiCV toam in Mnh Hoa are prosently
engaged in building & hamlot office and classroom. Total cost of thls
builcing will be 118,000 $Vli, Imphasls is being placed on self help with
42th AC (AH) supplying the project coordim tion nd instrctors for the
Vietnamese that will bo doing the work,

(2) 92nd Avinticn Compony (Ass~ult Holicoptor): The company continued
to supnly candy and other sundTics to the chaplain, 3/506th Infantry for di o=

tribution to orphanages in the Pro Ioc arcn until 2 Septombor when the for-
ward element returncd to Dong Ta Thin.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-AE 14 Novamber 1969
SURITCT:  Operaticnal ReperteLeossons Learned, 10th Avi-tlan Tattalion
(Combat): Porind Ending 31 October 1940

¥, Surgeon: The same meddenl dotachments remnin attochoed with tho
gane bsic miasinn an? approximitely the sme patient donsity.

1. Informtion

(1) Publicntinn ~f the bttt lion hewspaper, Vogahend Veice, contimied
bi-menthly. The 155th Avintion Company (Assault HfliCnptor) began mubli-
ration of A bl-monthly newspaper, Poolside Parble, duvrdnp this reporting
period,

{2) A™VI Radic 900, Dong ™ Thin, paid tribute to the 10th Avi-tion
Battalion on its fourth anniversary of orgariz-tinsn, 27 Anpust 1069,

(3) The follmAng PI0 releases werc nrocessed:

(a) Printod velemses: 58,

(b) Pictorial rcleases: 12,

(¢) Vnmetown news relrasns: 260,

(@) Tometeun nows roleases (Pictorial)s A5

m, Chaplajn: Durine the gnortor, the 10th Aviation Beattalion (Combat)
cheplain hes eonducted a totnl of 25 Sunday and 57 Vednesday Catholic ser-

vices with n total of 1375 sol iers attending. Sorvices uere conducted for
cach of the nutlying unite and same adjaeeont units.

10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-AE ' 14 Novombor 1969
SUBJVCT: ?Berﬂt%snnl Roport-lessona Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
Ombﬂ t Parlod Ending 31 Octoher 1949

2. Segtion II, legsons Loayned: Commender's Observations, Evaluations,
Regomrendations and Comrmand Actions.

a., (U) Parsonnel

(1) Observation: With assigned aviator strength reiuctions and an
increase in flying time, tho companies have scveral aviaters who cannot
fly ecach day hecause of the 140 hours-per-30 doy nériod limltation.

(?) Evaluation: Most aviators who must bo grounded for more thon
two consecutive Acys hecause of tho limltation bocomo bored and onger to
return to flying,

{3) Recommendation: That lst Aviation Brigade Regulatinn 285-10,
dated 15 July 1968 b changed to delete the restriction of 140 flying
hourg~nrr-30 day period for an aviator and add the stipulation that
any aviator whn flys 140 hours in any 30 day period will bo grounded for a
3 day period but may comuence flying without reg-rd to the previous 30
days after the 3 Aday rest and after hawving aprrovael of the flight surgoon,

(4) Commang Action: None

b. (U) Intelligonce: None

c. (U) Operatiocns:

(1) Orscrvation: Wearing sunglasscs with the SPH-. helmet causes
a loss of protection from noiso by broaking the carpicce seal,

(2) Evaluatirn: 1st Avietion Brigade Regulati-n 385-10 requircs the
wearing of clecar visors as opposed to tintnd visors in flight helmets,
To protect against glare from the sun, aviators must wear sunglasses undor
the clear visor, Tho SPH-4 is ‘esigned to nrevent damhge to hoaring by
having smugly fitting ecarpleces. The sunglasscs cnugse the protection to be
lost by breaking the soal of the earplece egdfinst the herde Tho reas-n
for wear*;g the vigsor 1s to provide cye protectinn from plexiglass splintors
if enemy flre is rcceived through tho windshield. The cloar visor caan be
used at night while th. tnted visor eannot,

(3) Recommendati-n: That sunglasscs or an oasily removable tinted

visor be designed for tho SPH-4 which will not “nterfore with the snug
f1t of tho earmieca,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVIACR-" R 1, lovenbr 1969
SUBJECT: Oporational Roportelcssons Tearnad, 10th Aviation Iettrlion
(Combat): Poriod Fnding 31 Octobor 1960

(4) Command Actiont A lattor which »nrecrnts the problenm has been
forwmrcod,

d. (U) Orprapizaticn: None,
oo (U) Training: Nona,
£f. (U) Logiatigcs: Nono,

g (V) Communicetiong

(1) Observation: The KY-28 oneoff-circuit breoker switch broaks
easily.

(2) Tvaluatinn: Bascause of the location, the size, and the material
from which it is made, tho KY.2? switch i3 brokeon frequantly,

(3) Recommendation: That a protective bracket be designed to prevent
breokage of tho switch,

(4) Command Actisn: A protactive bracket has hbaen fabricatod by the

92nd Aviation Company {Assault Helicopter) which has stonpe® 21l breakage
of the switch,

h, (U) Matordal
(1) Suver shaft dust boot,
(a) Obsorvation: The new super shaft duat boot tears casily,

(b) Evaluation: The dust boot cdoos not appecr able to withstand the
normal wear in Vietnan,

(¢) Rocommendation: That a supershaft dust boot be made from heavier
rubber,

(d) Command Action: FEIR I53413 has beon submitted,

(2) Airmobile Shon Sot,

(a) Observations: The nirmobile shop set docs not contoin ~ 5-10 ton
jack or an APU,

12
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVRACB-AE 14 Vovember 1969
SURJECT: Operationnlt Renmortelcssens Lo:rred, 10th Avi-tion Dottnllon
(Combat): Perind Ending 31 Octobor 1990

(b) Evnluation: The 5=10 ton Joek is necdod for redsing the ~ireraft
when changing the skids nnd skid components, The APU 4s rcouired to
start an nircraft wlth 2 dond battery, Both items werc anproved for
retention from the Shon Set "C" vwhich was tvrned ine

(¢) Rocormendrtion: That the 5-10 ton jack ~n an APU he added to tho
Ai{rmobile Shop Set,

(@) Corrmand Action: None,

i. () Other: None,

/ L

N Iy
5 Incl ity A7 srivis” ?
as ITC, "IN
Incl 2 wd HQ, DA Cormanding

DISTRIBUTION:
2 - CINCUSARPAC

3 - CG, USARV

2 - CG, 1ST AVN BDE

7 - CO, 17TH AVN GP (CBT)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AaVdabo~eC (14, dov 69) 1st Ind

LU.JuCT: Operational .ievort Lessons learned, 10th ..wiation
Lattzlion (Combat) for Period Ending 31 Cctober 1969,
WS CSPUI=65 (HL1) (U)

Da, HealRUalTEWS, 17TH AVI TION GROUP (COMI.T), IO 96240 25 iHovember 1969

TO: Derartment of the irmy (aCSFOL-D..), Vashington, D.C. 20310
Commanding General, I Field Forces Vietnam, ~PO 96350

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the attached report, con-
siders it tc be adequate, and concurs with the contents as stated,
except as indicated below.

2. (C) The following comments and recommenciations are submitted:

a. gSection 1, Operations: Significant activities.

(1) Paragraph 1b(2), Persomnel, Page 1. Therc is a gensral
shortage of the personnel mentioned within the 17th ..wvistion Group
(Combat).

(2) Faragraph 1b(3), Fersoniel, Page <. The 17th aviation
Group (Combat) has a2 critical shortage of qualificd schicol triained
technical inspectors in tho 67-M, -U, and - 1}0G.

(3) Paragraph 1d(3)(c), Page 5, Operations., Should be correct-
aed by deleting entry on fien Duc Frovince end changing the entry to
read Lam Uong Frovince.

{4) Faragraph 1(f), Training, Page 6, should be 1f.

(5) Faragraph 1(f), Training, I'age 6, does not rcilect tha
number of days engared in operations and training. aef LS.V hHeg
525-15, Fara 5b(1)(c).

b. Section II, lessons iearned: Conmandor's Obscivations, ivsl-
wations, ilecommendations and Command ..ction.

(1) Faragraph 2a, Fage 11, pon-concur. 1lst Aviztion Brigade Reg-
ulation 385-10, .viation Safoty, 1 May 1969, contains the require-
ments on crew rest criteria. Compliance with the reguirerxnts of
this regulation is & nanagemoent function of cormanders.

(2) Paragroph 2c(1), Page 11, (U). Some loss of protection
will occur while wearing sunglasses or proscription glasses with tho
SiH-4 helmet. The amount of :rotection loss canuiot be duternined
at this level. It is rcecom endud that appropriatc LA Agencies

1 DOWNSRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

CONFIDENTIAL el A




A\V l' -C ..)-E/C

SUBJLCT:  Operationnl

pattalion

:nvestigate tids problen are.
avitors wear car plugs when wearing the eI

glasses.

PO THE CUL2ucDean:

CF:
10th .B(C)

CONFIDENTIAL

<5 llovembur 1969

.cport lessons learned, 10th aviction

Combat) for reriod Lnding 31 Octobusr 1967,
Wl Crtn=65 (1) (V)

i

;/’Jf.f L
MARC L. TUMAS
CPT, ALA
hdjutant
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AVFA~UC-HIST (L4 Nov 69) 2d Ind (U)

SUBJRCT: Operational Repert -~ Lessons Learred, 1lOth Aviation Battalion
(Combat.): Period fnding 31 October 1969, 1CS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350

TO: Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

(U) This headguarters has evaluated subject OnriL and forwarding
indorsement and concurs,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

noCoOK JOHOLLAND

ILT AGG
ASST _AB
CF:
1 - CO, 17th Avn Gp (Cbt)
1 - CO, 10th Avn Bn (Cbt)
/o
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AVBAGC=0 (14 Nov 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: COperational Report-Lessons Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for Period IEnding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)(U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 171 1969

THRU: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC~IGT,
AP0 96375 .
Cormmander-in=Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP=DT,
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, ‘/ashington, D.C. 20310

1, This headguarters has reviewed subject report and cencurs with the
contents as indorsed, excewt as noted below.

2. The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Faragraph 1b(l), page 1 discusses personnel rotations exceeding
the 157 maximum for a given month. 17th Aviation Group (Combat, has five
battalions with an approximate strength of 3,000 personnel. Since this
problem was addressed in the previous OR-LL and the 17th Aviation Group
(Combat) received an equitable share of personnel, redistribution of assets
should have been accomplished at group level.

b. Paragraph 1b(2), page 1 discusses shortages of clerks, cooks and
wheel vehicle mechanics. All replacements received by this headquarters
are proportionately allocated to Groups for further assignment to battal-
ien., A review of the 17th Aviation Group (Combat) strength figures shows
the 10th Aviation Battalion (Combat) with an equitable share of assets
available to the command,

ce Paragraph 1b(2,, page 2 discusses the shortage of technical inspec=-
tors., There is a shortage of technical inspectors throughout Vietnam,.
Both USARV and DA are aware of this shortage and action is being taken,
to the extent feasible, to alleviate the situation. 17th Aviation Group
(Combat) is provided with an equitable share of available assets for
distribution to its battalions.

d. Paragraph 2a, page 11 addresses limitations of the 140 hour flying
program and proposes unrestricted flying after a 3 day rest period. Non-
concur. If personnel have been flying fairly regularly during a 30 day
period, therewill be few instances where aviators will be ¥grounded™ more
than two days for flying over 140 hours. If most flying has been in the
latter part of any 30 day period, aviators may well need more than a few
days rest. Thers is danger in confusing good morale and the desire to
fly with absence of fatigue. The ™140 hours in 30 days" limit is one of
the few means available to ensure commanders and operations officers monitor

17
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AVBAGC-0 (14 Nov 69) 3d Ind L7 DLC 1968
SUBJLECT: Operational Report-Lessons l.earned, 1Uth Aviation Battalion
(Combat) for Period Inding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)(U)

flying hour programs to provide equitable workloads and limlts on nonessen-
tial flying. For combat essential missions, no commander will be judged
harshly if he is forced to fly aviators over the statutory limitation of

flying hours,

e. Faragraph 2g(l), page 12 addresses breakage of thé KY-28 secure
volce on=off switch., This is a new problem with the KY=28 radio which has
appeared in only one compsry. Since the switch breakage does not exist in
other units, cockplt discipline may be the cause rather than switch design.
The unit has been instructed to submit an LIR. Since the corrective action
taken by the unit requires no holes, screws or permanent changes to aireraft
or components, it 1s in consonance with sound maintenance practices,

f. Paragraph 2h(2), page 12 addresses the need for an APU and 5-10
ton jack in airmobile shop sets, The 5=10 ton jack and genserator set,
gas engine (APU), are authorized by SC-4920-99-CL~A77 July 1968. The
17th Aviation Group (Combat) has been notified of this information.

ey A

FOR THE COMLANDER.

ARTHUR W.

CPT AGC
Copy jd Ind Furn: Asst AG.
€O, 10th Avn Bn (Cbt)
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AVHGC-DST (14 Nov 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combat): Period Ending 31 October 1969,RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2.0 470

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 10th
Aviation Battalion (Combat) and concurs with ths report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

oD
i. D. MURRA‘;/
CP?, AG

Cy furn: Assistant Adjutart Ganerol
10th AVN BN (CBT)
1st AVN BDE

19
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GPOP-DT (14 HNov 69) 5th Ind (U} .

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 10th Aviation Bettalion (Combat) for
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 i~ 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staf: for Torce Development, Department of the
Army, Weshington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subjsct report &s indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIBF:

Cadborst

C. L. sMoqAT?
CPT, AGC
Ass AG
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ORGAMI 7ATIONAL CHART
LY LOCATICN APO
HN, 10TH ABC Dong Ba Thin, RUN 6377
HO & Ho Co, 10TH ABC Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
130TH MED DET O/k Dong Na Thin, RVN 96377
339TH AVN DET (DIV) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
ABTH AVIATICN COMPANY '
(ASAULT HELICOPT R) Ninh Hoa, RVN 96240
286TH MED DET 0/A Ninh Hoa, RVN 96240
92ND AVIATION COMPANY '
(ASAILT HRLICOPTYH) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
155TH AVTATION COMPANY :
(ASSAULT TBLICOTTER) Ban Me Throt, RVN 96297
8TW MED DET O/A . Ber; Me Thuot, RVN 96297
192ND AVIATION COMPANY '
(ASTAULT HELICOPTFR) Phan Thiet, RVN 96317
108TH MRD DET Phan Thiet, RVN 96317
363RD AVN DET (DIV) Phan Thiet, RVN 96217
243RD AVIATION COMPANY '
(ASSAULT SUPTORT HELICOP'FR) Dong Ba Thin, RVN 96377
281ST AVI'TION COMPANY
(ASTAULT WELICOPTER) Yha Trang, RVN

2l
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CONFIDENTIAL
OPFRATIOMAL RESULTS AS OF 31 OCTORTR 1069
1. (C) Regults
Carpo
Houra Sorties Trocps Tifted FEnemy Struc Sempans
UNIT Flown Tlown Lifted (TOMS) KBA  Dam Dea Dap Dey
HHC, 10TH ABC 228 674 0 c 0 0O 0 0 0
L8TH AC (W) 6,760 26,°20 37,417 2,192 32 27 15 3 0
92ND AC (AH) 5,254 20,148 36,573 643 20 X 6 4 O
155TH "C (AH) 7,425 18,943 35,724 337 0 0 10 0 ©

192D fC (WH) 7,356 18,955 26,821 639 76 18 35 1§ 2

243RD AC (9SH) 2,844 6,715 21,777 8,405 C o 0o o 0
281ST AL (MM 4,266 10,741 16,531 2,143 0 0 0° 0 0
10TH ABC 34,142 102,196 174,843 14,359 128 59 66 22 4

2. (C) losses

UNIT Aircraft losy Ajrcraft Namaged
W4, 10TH ABC 0
A8TH AC (&H) 3
GOND AC (AH) 11

155TH AC (AH)

N

19280 AC (AH) 3
243RN AC [ASH) D
281ST AC (8H) 1
10TH ARC 23

Inel 3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AJRCRAFT STATI'S AS OF 31 OCTOR'R 19649

UNIT

HHC, 10TH A®C
LATH AC (AH)
92ND AC (AH)
155TH AC (AH)
192ND AC (AH)
243RD AC {*SH)

281ST AC (AH)

0

0

3

10TH ABC

Incl 4

e < e i——, o ————

UH-1C
Auth _OH

o2 0N W™ 3 o O

~3

CONFIDENTIAL

TH-1B ™Ho1D/M  CH.47A

Anth OH  Ayth OH  Auth OH
0o 0 0 2 00
# 6 23 1¢ 0 0
0 0 23 19 0 0
0 0 23 20 0 0
0 0 23 21 0 0
0 o 00 16 13
00 23 20 o 0
g 6 115 101 16 13

X3
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MTART RLY SIMP7ERY OF “ATINTTNANCE DATA AMD FLYING HOTRS

TYPF AVG NC
ACFT A4/C ASGD

] 2.0
THLL 5.0
] 2L.6
UH-1 25.3
™) 25.6
TH-1 26.0

CH-A7A 13,3

Aygust thru October 1040

0.0
0.6
Ll
0.6
3.2
5,1
6.8

a
EDM
23.7
16.4
17.2
2.5
17,1

10.1

30,0

HR3 FLVING % TLY HR AVG VRS PER
FIOWF  PROGRAM  FROGRAM  ACFT PRR MONTH
228 360 63.3 32,0
6770 4500 150.4 a0,?2

7595 ALLLO° 171.0 101,¢

7797 45%0 160.0 95.5

7L89 L1580 160.0 577

5710  L680 122.0 73.0

2527 2000 126,3 73.2
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