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Operatiens £01" the perioo were e.haracterizeti by Jm1'$vementof frien~ operatiems
to the center p$rtivn of the AOtli) further seek crtlt en~ forces. On 1 April
aT.!.eleJ:tlel1t of E R,ecen observed an~engaged a sq'l;l.sd size element of' NVA,resu.1t­
in.g in 1 JIVAkiU_ .• ani the eapt'l;U:"e f4 2 rucksacks each C(;H.ltaining .501bs of
pGlished rice ••. Later :in the dayE Recan obtlerved. another )1V1\. Engaging him
:resulted in liiVA ki.lled i.~d 1 AX-47rifle captured.. Delta cempany, .,tdle en
patrei the fell$Wing sy, &bl!!le~ii ana engageii llIVA, numlting :iJ;l1 IVA KJ:A,
aM later the ~.e draT an element e! Delta C(!!l~ qaged an e~ pl.atefim
kUling .5 ~YA. Alpha Co1'ilP~ while patt'$lling in their AOen 2 lpril ct1sewver-
ed. an ana. ~.r c~le% eeIl:t,~ apprn~tel7 20 pos1ti~H';. A $Ew.reh (!!If

th.e area t"evemled an a$sertn;ent .£ decuments, Mdi<:lil,l supplies, .and. clething.
Later that atwm~&on ,a.1i'Ve ambush cemilucted by a platelllcn .1.' Alpha eUlpany
netted 1 fNA KIA and 1.!lt-47 oa:pt:ured. On.:1 April,. an element.! Delta oempany
Sli'eepi1::\g an area flit p:revi@'Wil eentact was e~aged. by an est:11'tls.te4 plateon sue
element al: NVA. 1m.ether element 1iI1' Delta eo:m~ be~ depl~M to support the
engaged plateon .as we taken \U'l.fier :tire by the e~ •• A search ~ the area
taken after eGnt•.~ot was br.kEln reWl$.leclthe plateoDS return. fire resulted in .3
NVAKIA. On h April an elel'rl$nt of Brave eempa,ny engaged. a squad eise enemy
force which was cttlt.ivating petatees in .a .field d$signated as a piCk up zone fer
tile COnip,,'\nY •• Enga~ed with a~U arms fire the enemy sustained 3 KIA•• Delta
company acclI>unted for the death ef 1 NYA 0n the $!4ile day when i'tn or for one of
its elements engaged an. enemy s<illd.1er with }'1-16fire. Action en .5 April was
light pred:ucing De knO'l-JIl enemy although artillery was precessed by C'€;lta
company ;:J-fter Ii mechanical ambush we.s det~mated. A search of the ar'2;a revealed
ne booie8 althQugh blo~ trailfJwere found in the area. On 7 April elements of
Delta cenlpa:ny cGJllbined to pr~uee 6 NiJAKIA. The el1e.my J:J1:tli beE,n eccu,n;riXlfi: a
b"lse oare:p area at the t::L'fle of 6U[;ageJ'nEint.• On e April Delta CQInpany hund ciec-
Uli!ents in the area 6£ the prenrieu$ acthd ty, ar.ld. an element of that com-
pany accounted f(;jr 3 .KIA in a live 84"tlbush •• TLe next c:iay an ele~tol:£Pf 4

'-c ' pDowngraded At 3 '&teaj;!{.::.

Intervals; Declai~Q.
~ J.2 ~a:t'.&

The following is a l'epcfrt ft! lessons leameci 1'01" peri"- 1-30 April 1971
1'1'_ this heatiq.u~rs. fhia rep~rt, is submitted.tor inclusion in tAe 19t.1th
Wantry Brigade Oper~:tionalReport..uessons Learned!.
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Charlie company overheard enemy vGieee a.p;Jro:ximately ,00 meters from their dhY
laager pesition and pr€loesse~ artillery en the enelfl.jT locH'iti'7Jn. "\:{hilesweeping
the area they engaged a. squad s1se ~erq element resulting in 2 f~VAKIA and the
capture ii!tf lOOlbs of ri~ and ass(l\rtefil eneulj'" munitiens. Later in the day the
elel'OOllt engaged and killet1i 1 NVA, captured. 1 AK-47 rifle, and uncovered a cache
in the area of contact ciliIntairdng a large supply of feed. etuf:fs which was ca­
str{'}yet'i. On II April Charlie company killed lI'fiA and captured 1 AK-41 fUle
and assorted €1ooumentsas the enemy seldier wa.sattempting to infiltrate past

an OF. On 15 April :Bravo comPatlT discQvered a salt cache containing a2prexi ••rnately 90001bs ef salt of which 4JOOlbs was \'?,xtracted.and the remainder da$troy­
ell. The tollll1Wing :morn, ne; an element (:If Brave OG1Ilparly acceunted. for 1 N'tA KIA
when the eneJIy detenated a mecP..El.Ilical s.mbush. On 19 April an OF fr<.ml Delta
C01ilp8.ny engaged 2' rrV! soled.ers resulting in. 1 }NA. killed and 1 AK-47 rifle cap­
t'tU'ed. The felltN":1ng day# Alpha cempany, providing ~ecuritJr ffJr an engineer
lan-d clearing eperatiGn detained 2' VOsuspects" a.'1d4etainetl &nether early the
next J'llGrnitlg Wring a village raW. On22 April, Alpha c~paJ:lY detaine<i 2 !flOra
ve SU600cts and ldlle~ 1 NVAin a seoerate incident after he was observed check­
ing commewi.releading past the Alp!~ cempany lIDP. On 24 April, Charlie CGm­

~ny deta:i.:nsd 1 W tnllilpEJ;Ct evading into a village .• an4 an elttnent of Delta C€in'l­

pany in a live ambush netted 1 lfiJA KIA and the capture Gf 1 J.K-47 rifle, 1 K-5h
:r;d.l!i'tQl and seme doouments. G'11 25 April Charlie company detained 1 Vietnamese
female and }"l.pha C(il)l1pany acCGunt,ed fer 2 lffA KIA and aSi'h11lrted militarl equip..
ment captured woon elements ~f that COro,i:Jany received fire after appr~&.ching an
NV/;'pGsiti13n •• Hean'tlhile Delta c~?;?'11Jar\V unco~red a deserted enem.,vbase camp
c~taining numerws structures and nliDck ups €It 105 howitzers, 4.2tl mGlrtars and
wire emplacements. The following afternoon .an element of Ch~.rlie cempany dis­
covered a cache 0f en~ munitions and de<nn:nenta \thUe they were acting as a
security terce .fer a dfiMleG. LOR in the 1/52 AO•• ¥>H:'"d.le patNlling eUl 27 Apdl
elements of llpha. eempe.nyand of E Reeen discovered 2 e~ baae campsconti!in­
ing DUllieNUS structures and small caches of military eq;~ifanent and munitions ••
Delta O$:mpanyacc~ted. fer 61iV)"m and J AK-47 rUles oaptured in 2 se;:;erate
inci0.enta on 2Ei April. Enemylm.mitiena and documents were alse discovered
after Delta ce~ SWepta baee ca.'1!p fellovr:i.ng t1le centaets. )0 AprU saw
Alpha campany kill 1 tNi-. a.n~ capture 1 11.1-47 rifle lihen the enel\Y w<.\lkedint<ll
!it mechanical ambush. Charlie eanpat':lj diacevered a entall bunker c€JInpleJli which
centained 2 122mmrookete and 1 M-2 carbine •• In the· final Sootierl (j)t the m~nth
Delta cow.pany p~dueed Gone NV! KIA when Qne at: its eleIl'lents engaged. the enemy
s(;)ldier ;;luring a search ef ~ iselateC'l gt"enp et shelters. 'retal enemy l$Bses
fQr the reperling period. liera: 43 KIA, 7 Detainees, 12 wea})!msCU, 8501bs
Rice, ami 98501bs €It Salt.

2••Section 2•• Lessens teamed.
"':"r<I

During the past :m.enth.,this unit was invGlved in the (JlCcupativn, expleratien
~!nddestructien ef a large enemy base area. The rellewing char-<'lcteristics were
ebserved:

1. Lecati011- Tr..e Del.se area Was divided inte several eam:ps l$catecl app­
r""xi.'nately 400-700 meters ap,art. The camps uere placeti S6 a8 te :trtake @bser­
va.ti&ln fr""m -the air 'Virtua.lly imp~sBible and se th<l,t the compr0mise 0t one
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site tifould. net neccesl;jarily C0l§lwlNmise the 1I1:101earea • .fc~aximu.mt\dvantage l<ras
ma.E1e:l;ilif friend~y artillery dead space by pacing the C$.lflpS in Bnlall valleys
or ateep narrow rid.gelines. Altbflllgb hundreds ef' renmds ef various caliber
wr"re placed en the central camp area, enly ene retmd actually impacted. with­
in the t:-1t.l"lleture opmplex.

2. Oonstneti.n- 1"••'\oh .f the sub-bases ecntaineci 15-30 at-mctures with
a total shelter eapabiB.ty of 1-2 ccrrqanies. E£-i.cn of the structures had.a
bunker beneath it large enwgh tfl h.ldall the structtll"el s occupants. Over­
head cever ranged from.3-6 feet thick prllWVi€ling pntectien frem all but direct

hit with heavy erinance. 8urrcundintJ; veget,at.i.n wae left intact. fer the
meet part but s~ of the underbrush was cleared. to previfie iieM e£ fire.
A<rtwalfight.1ag~$i tiens were net n'Umerws, hwever 1 le¢t&g te the belief'
that the ca.1'llPSwere n~t :meant to be d$fen44d. frt!li1l mr'l;jer attack. Centrally le­
cated wae a ~e t.ra~ area ccmtaining llleek-u.pa of 10$ hentzera, 4 .•2"
mertara, and c~rliniit lf1re••

3. Security- The 'base area was secUl"e1il. b1 what were believelli to be care­
taker elmnents who were ~epl.;red. generally a hundred or lllOre meters trGlll the
campitself. Ocmsist.ing or 3-5 personnel, these elements were heavily arw.ed
with A..Xts an41I-hO launchers ~ uS1-~lll enga.ged. frem concealed poeitiens.
LarAllne communications were feUl'i.d Unking: an elEilHnt te the base area and
the camps te eiach ether.

4. Oaliber fid7 En61il;Y F'ercee- Initially centact was mallle with a s121_a'OllP; enemy
ferce e£$0 ..•60 per$ennel •• TheBe elements were very agreasive and (mce cen-
tact hti.d. been 1nit.iated,. began It'.aneuverir-~ quickly in attem.pts to flank friend ..•
l~'"ferees.Unl.ike enemy elEiMenta in tlle l~wlands, this unit appeared te-
seek and exploit CIIII1t-actand 1'!tB.intain a eltitaeproximit7. Once the larger
element hat! 'h"ithdra;wu1 the stay bel~ units mau frequent attemps to sceut
friemly ~aitions and ereep in llas1;optS ~ ambushesto barass friencUy
elements..

5. Effective !rienlliq tacties- Twe teehni~esprftve4 00tat- effective in
ceunt0ring the &ntlq fCirees lecated. in this area. First, encecentact has
ooeu rnadEt, the tr1entUy unit l.ll'U8tbegin maneuvecl..ng quick11' and agresslvely.It the en~y wall.>allewed te gain the initiative, he exploit" it rapidly.
Secenfilly, ed.nee the enemywaa fercel!l te use the available LOC}ls ~ue to the
steep terrain ~ thick; vegetat1en,. multiple live (squad-aiee) andmechani­
cal ~shes aleng the trail netwarks in the camparea were able te :inter­
dict enemyelements m&ving t.e and :tram the Vlii.ri.us camps.

ROl1Eft'1' J. I"REUNn

cpr nw
53



TI~I'IIrTED CONTACTS.
._______ ....______ Dt,y

__.__ .___ .______ .___ NIGH1- __
TOT.:'.L.... --~._,...-.. , .._. ~._~-.•.....•. _---_ •.~ E1'ElV1Y

ELDlINATEDTOTAL
% OFTOTAL %OF

. if OF
SUCCESSFULSUCCES'SFULI} OFSUCCESSFULSUCCESSFUL

CONTACTS
CONTLCTSCONTACTSCONTACTSCONTACTSCONTACTSKL'~POW' vcr vJPlJS

".$

2i.~0S('j()2
A Co

1

e
.3

,

:s Co 2'
U.Q"&400(;}2 ,

.

"
C Co

- .~..10'0$ktt37 .3

D Co

,

r-1
111.0••&21t)06

2~

. E Ren I

.
2

lto0,.(3G20$1
,$ 1-------

--
Snip ere .G(J\100

G I6"(;)

,

'.
.'

TOTAL
I.

So.4;30Q12
4t 24$'1.12

•....

'- _._--~.---,---- --., .. -".-------- ..-.---.- .•....


